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They're to redeem
rﬁnrmmn that fell
rt of that advanced

Girls Sectional Tournaments

Expectations follow

seniors into sectional
Ross gets second chance to make big splash

By TIMOTHY R. WOLFRUM
Sports editor

Inside: Tourney pairings,
utlom took roundup. Page B4
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at 830 p.
later, those nal at Shelby High School.
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Seniors set for tournament run starting tonight

Continued From B1

her 26 years. “It didn’t quite hap-
pen. But what were we short, 10
points?”

Ross lost its four games by a
combined 12 points. Three of the
Little Giants‘ defeats came in
overtime or on an opponent’s
bucket at the buzzer.

The only loss that wasn't a nall-
biter was the first one, a 49-42 de-
feat to Findlay in the Purple Pit.
But there was an extenuating cir-
cumstance: Junior point guard
Laura Wilson, the only non-senior
starter, broke a finger 20 minutes
before the end of practice on the
day before the game.

Still, close wasn’t always good

for the seniors, who took a
moment after practice this week
to reflect on the season and look
ahead to the tournament. The on-
ly player missing from the
roundtable in the Ross Hall of
Fame room was Price, who didn’t
attend practice that day.

“I think our hard work is a suc-
cess,” McKinstry said, summing up
the season. “But accom-

ishing what we wanted to do, I
don’t it was a success. We want-
ed to beat Findlay, and we knew we
could do it. But we came up short.”

Decker — the team leader in

and assists —

;referstofocuson egroupspro-

gression.

“I think we did good things, too,
though. 1647 It’s better than when
we were sophomores,” Decker
said. “We all were playing when
we were sophomores, We were like
9-11, and we are still basically the
same basketball team. Now we're
seniors, and we're 164. We're beat-
ing some good teams. I'm happy
with that. It obviously shows we’ve
come a long way. It either
comes down to we make it or
break it (in tournament).”

After (mishngms 9-12in ﬂlela;%&%
campaign, went 16-7 last sea-
son and won a sectional title. All the

starters returned from that team.

'l'he Little Giants began this
season 13-1 but fell to Findlay, Lo-
rain Admiral King and Mansfield
in the final six games. But the

t of the season may have

that same stretch on

N BatCyde when Ross beat

the seeond-ranked Fliers 57-51 be-
fore a packed house.

“I'm always looking for im-
provement,” Wolf said. “I think

've done a good job getting bet-

every year.”

'l‘he seniors say they've grown
closer, too. It began during the
summer, when the team played in

boys games.
“I've never been on a team,
since I've been on varsity, that
does stuff like we do this year,”

never got together. I think when
you're friends off the court, you
get along a lot better on the court.

“We just know each other reall:
well. We're real honest with eac
other.”

The starting seniors carry the
bulk of the scoring load, Bailey
and Wojdyla have each enjoyed
shining moments this season.

Bailey, the team’s defensive
cialist, scored a rebound bucket
with 9.7 seconds remaini
ble overtime as the Little Giants
survived a scare from Oregon
Clay on Jan, 18.

And Wojdyla, who had scored
just 16 points in the first 19 con-
tests, came off the bench in the fi-
nal game to pour in 27 points in a
64-59 victory at Whitmer. She set
the school record for 3-pointers

with five.
“I'd just been sitting the bench for
s0 long,” Wojdyla said. “I just want-

ed to get out there and do some-

indou- o

Wojdyla’s effort was especially
gratifying for the seniors, who
were waiting for her to have a
break-out game.

“We were talking about it before
the (Whitmer) game,” McKinstry
said. “We knew once she got the
opportunity to get out there, she'd
b(em::1 good player and do a lot of

Said Balley “We laughed. We
told the other team, ‘Somebody
t to that girl.””
he Little Giants are planning
to delay their exit as long as pos-
sible with a lengthy tournament

run.
They hope last year's sectional
mle is a stepping stone.
“I think getting to districts last
year probably helps a little. ...
We've played hard teams,” Schnei-
der said. “We know we can beat
them. The intimidation from oth-
er teams isn't there as much as it
was last

thing. We were down four le,so  But the Little Giants say they
1 might as well do so! ing now. still need the o::.vt;%port of the fans
We weren't going to lose.” who have foll them for years.
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WITH UP TO $300 HONDA BONUS BUCKS

Deals to Move On are underway at your Honda Dealer. Right now, all Honda
ATVs are available with great financing through the Honda Card™ program: And
for a limited time, you can also get Honda Bonus Bucks with every Honda ATV
purchase—up to $300 on select models—to spend on gear or merchandise at
your Honda Dealer.” But hurry in, because this special offer ends February 28th.
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And maybe a little more.

Decker said she'd like to see the
Ross stands full of fans starting
tonight.

“They might not come to this
sectional game on Saturday,” she
said. “But if we win, then they’ll
all come. There were maybe 30
people at our sectional game last
year. We all of a sudden blow out
Mansfield, the No. 8 team in the
state. At districts, our stands were
filled. All these people drive all the
way up to Hopewell-Loudon to see
us because all of sudden they
think, ‘Oh, maybe we should sup-
port the girls team.’ No, you need
to start supporting us now.”










