William H. “Billy” Stierwalt. One of the most beloved Little Giants



HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

News-Messenger file photo

FORMER FREMONT Ross basketball player Fred Shearon hugs William H. Stierwalt Jr. during introductions at the Division | sectional at Willard last
season. Stierwalt is the father of “Billy” Stierwalt |11, Ross will host a memorial alumni game to support the Billy Stierwalt Scholarship Fund on Friday.

Stierwalt’s star shines

By MATTHEW HORN
Spom Writer
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mont Ross coach Mark Gedeon.

Stierwalt suffered from mus-
cular dystrophf' and was con-
fined to a wheelchair.

But that doesn’t mean he
wasn’t an integral part of the
Little Giants’ basketball pro-
gram. In fact, he was not con-

sidered a manager or statisti-

cian as his duties indicated —
he was a teammate.

And on Friday he will be re-
member and honored at the Pur-

ple Pit as Ross will host the first
Bllly Stierwalt Memorial Alum-
ni Basketball Game at 6 p.m. All
proceeds — in the form of dona-
tlonsatthedoor—wxllgotothe
Billy Stierwalt Scholarship Fund,
“We all have a very finite
time here on earth,” Gedeon
said. “We know Billy 'is now up-
stairs watching practice and
games. He's running and play-
ing in those games whereasbe-
fore he was confined to a
wheelchair for a good portion of
his life. That probably makes
geople happy now knowmg that
e has that freedom.”

And nobody in the Little Gi-
ant family will forget the con-
stant courage, passion and re-
siliency demonstrated by Stier-
walt. The 2005 graduating se-
nior class donated a plaque
reading: “Don’t cry because it’s
over ... smile because it hap-

ned.” that will hang near

ierwalt’s spot on the bench.

Rather than éngoundmg fists
with Stierwalt after their intro-
ductions prior to each game, the
Ross players will touch a baiiner

near the plaque for in-
iration, motivation and to
ow that Stierwalt’s memory

lives on. Gedeon said Stierwalt
was somebody that had so much
to offer others because his heart
exuded love to those around him.

“Billy was a tremendously
positive person,” Gedeon said.
“He was very goal oriented with
school work, and he always
tried to do the best he could
even with his limitations. If
there was something to do, he
put his best foot forward, and
since he had the disease I never
heard him complain once. He
never said, ‘Woe is me.

See “BILLY,” B2
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Deaths

William H. ‘Billy’

Stierwalt ||
Oct. 2, 1986 — Feb. 22, 2005

William H. “Billy" Stierwalt
111, 18, of Fremont Tuesday
afternoon at Mercy Children’s
Hospital in Toledo,

He was born in Fremont to

William H. Jr
and  Cynthia
(King) Stierwalt.
Billy was a mem-
ber of St. Ann |
Catholic Commu-
nity and a senior
at Ross Hi
School, where
was a memberof gjLLY
the basketball STIERWALT
team, serving as
manager for the past three sea-
SONs.
He was an avid Michigan fan
and loved all sports, especially
the Detroit Lions, Cleveland In-
dians and sprint car racing. This
past summer he worked at Bas-
sett's Market in Bellevue.

Surviving in addition to his
parents are sisters, Cynthia T.
Stierwalt at home, and Naomi G.
Stierwalt; grandparents, Paul
and Lola King; grandmother;
Jean Stierwalt, Fremont; and
aunts and uncles, Tom and Kathy
Stierwalt, Fremont, Rick and Pat
King, Grandville, Mich., and
Mark and Sue King, Fremont.

ing him is his grandfather,
William H. Stierwalt Sr.

Visitation: 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday
and 1 to 9 p.m. Sunday at the
Herman-Kinn-Karlovetz Funeral
Home and Cremation Services,
Fremont.

Mass of Christian Burial: 11
a.m. Monday at St. Ann Catholic
Church with Father Jerry Chmiel
officiating.

Burial: St. Joseph Cemetery,
Calvary section.

Memorials: In lieu of flowers to
the Billy Stierwalt Scholarship
Fund, in care of Croghan Colo-
nial Bank, St. Ann Catholic Com-
munity, the MDA or Easter Seals.

Online condolences: www.her-
man-kinnfuneralhomes.com




