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News-Messenger reports

TIFFIN — Derek Hill went out fast, and his
F‘{'emontRossteammatw followed as the Little
Giants boys finished second Tuesday in a four-

team cross-country meet at Hedges-Boyer Park.

Tiffin Columbian placed three runners in
the top five and won easily
with 25 points. Ross was sec-
ond with 58, Bowling Green
third with 63 and Findlay
fourth with 96.

Jay Ohms led the Little Gi-
ants by placing sixth in 17
minutes, 54 seconds. Hill, who
led the race for the first mile,
was right behind in eighth at
18:12.

“The boys ran a great first
mile as a pack,” Ross head coach Cathy Esposi-
to said. “It was a strong race with nice competi-
tion. Derek Hill ran a great race with a very
strong and gutsy first mile.”

Nathan Bowen came in 10th at 18:30, and
Josh Ohms was 15th in 19:04. Carl Sabinas
rounded out the Ross scoring by placing 19th in
19:51.

The Ross girls placed fifth in a five-team
meet. Bowling Green won with 34 points,
Columbian was second with 75 points, Find-
lay came in third with 77 points and Oregon
Clay was fourth at 83 points. Ross scored 86
points.

Stacy Hall paced Ross with a fifth-place fin-
ish in 21:01. Wendy Farrell and Megan Neeley
came in 11th and 13th in 22:18 and 22:28, re-
spectively. Alyssa Bowerman, who ran for the

HILL

Ohms paces Little Giants

first time after moving in from New York

. state, placed 29th in 24:53, and Shana Frontz

was 31st in 24:57.
Ross is at the Tiffin Carnival on Sept. 7.

Williamson, Redd pace Gibsonburg

GENOA — Drew Williamson turned in a
second-place time of 19:05 as the Golden Bears
boys cross country team lost 22-37 to Otsego
and 26-29 to Genoa in a double-dual.

Trevor Williamson (20:40)was fifth.

Brittney Redd (24:59) finished fourth as the
girls team defeated Genoa 19-36, but lost 22-32

to Otsego.
Rachel Fleming finished sixth with a time
of 25:49.

Rockets sink Lakers

OAK HARBOR — The Oak Harbor boys and
girls cross country teams came away with vic-
tories over Danbury in the first dual match of
the season.

The Rocket boys won 20-40, and the girls es-
caped with a 26-29 victory.

OH’s John Watson won the boys meet, fin-
ishing the course in 18 minutes, 28 seconds.

Not far behind him was teammate Jimmie
Kuli (28:50).

Oak Harbor had the fourth- and fifth-place
runners in Brian Hemminger (19:27) and Ryan
Tingler (19:28).

Amy Jenkins (20:40) propeled the Rocket
girls. She was the top girls runner.

Oak Harbor’s remaining runners finished
third (Samantha Phillips, 25:02), fifth (Erin
Zunk, 25:15), eighth (Maureen Connolly, 26:20)
and ninth (Brittany Dubber, 31:53).

The Rockets travel to Genoa on Saturday.
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CROSS COUNTRY
Ross, G’burg run at Galion Inv.

GALION — Fremont Ross’s
Megan Neeley ran the best time
of ‘her career and finished just
behind the Little Giants’ top run.
ner, Stacy Hall, as the Little Gi-
ants placed 14th in the Galion In-
vitational at Ammans Reservoir.

Neeley placed 27th in 21:08, two
places and seven seconds behind
Hall. The Little Giants scored 304
points. Dublin Coffman won the
Division I race with 56 points,
and Bowling Green came in sec-
ond with 81 points.

“The girls did really well,”
Ross head coach Cathy Esposito
said. “It was their best finish of
the year.” :

Wendy Farrell placed 64th in
22:27, and Alyssa Bowerman was
70th in a personal-best 22:38. Kel-
ly Biehler came in 120th in 25:10.

Jay Ohms led the Ross boys to
a 12-place finish by coming in
40th in 17:47. Ross scored 323
points. Elyria won with 97 points.

Also for Ross, Derek Hill
placed 46th in 17:54, Josh Ohms
was 70th in 18:27, Carl Sabina was
80th in 18:40 and Nathan Bowen
placed 87th in 18:45.
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Whitmer sweeps Ross

Toledo Whitmer’s boys and girls cross-country teams swept
Fremont Ross in a dual meet at Walsh Park, but Ross head coach
- Cathy Esposito was not discouraged. ]

“That was definitely the girls’ best meet,’ Esposito said of Whit-
mer's 27-29 victory. “Whitmer is considered the top team in the
league, and | told them they were three points away from win-
ning the league today."

Stacy Hall led the Little Giants by placing second in 21:13.
Wendy Farrell and Megan Neeley came in right behind in third
and fourth place, respectively. Farrell ran a 21:25, Neeley a 21:44.
Alyssa Bowerman placed ninth in 22:14, Lindsay Swope came
in 11th in 23:36.

The Ross boys dropped a 17-28 decision to the Panthers.

Jay Ohms placed fifth with a season-best time of 17:42. Nathan
Bowen was sixth in 17:57, Derek Hill was eighth in 18:27, Josh
Ohms was ninth in 18:29 and Carl Sabinas came in 10th in 18:36.

Ross is at Sandusky on Tuesday.
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CROSS COUNTRY
Ross boys second at Perkins

SANDUSKY — Josh Ohms moved
up in the pack for Fremont Ross, al-
lowing the Little Giants to place sec-
ond in a six-team meet at Osborn
Park.

Ohms recorded a personal-best
time of 18 minutes, 14 seconds, and
finished 13th.

“That was a great race for him,’
Ross head coach Cathy Esposito said.
“He had an outstanding first two miles.”

Ross placed four runners in the top
13 and finished with 60 points. Perkins
won with 34 points, and St. Mary and
Huron finished third and fourth, re-
spectively, with 80 points apiece.

Jay Ohms led the way for Ross by
placing fifth in 17:42. Nathan Bowen
came in seventh at 17:51, Derek Hill
was 12th in 18:14 and Carl Sabinas
finished 23rd in 18:56.

In the girls race, Ross got strong
performances from Stacy Hall, Wendy
Farrell and Megan Neeley on the way
to third place.

Hall, Farrell and Neeley took places
five through seven for the Little Giants.
Ross scored 65 points and finished be-
hind Perkins (36) and Huron (41).

Hall came in fifth in 20:48, Farrell
was sixth in 21:09 and Neeley was
seventh in 21:13.

Alyssa Bowerman placed 24th in
22:39, and Lindsay Swope was 27th in
23:10 to round out the Ross scoring.

The Little Giants are at the Clay In-
vitational on Saturday.
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Ross’s boys and girls competed in the Division 1
meets. The top six boys and the top four girls for the
Little Giants recorded personal-best times.

“It was a fantastic meet for them,” Ross head coach
Cathy Esposito said. “I'm very excited about where
they’re goin%.(;’

The Ross boys finished ninth with 266 points. Bed-
ford won the meet with 27 points.

Jay Ohms led the Little Giants by fmhﬂﬁm in
17:20. Nathan Bowen (43rd, 17:35), Derek Hill (52nd,
17:43), Josh Ohms (72nd, 18:07.59), Carl Sabinas (80th,
18:20) and Elon Simms (99th, 18:43) turned in per-
sonal bests.

The Ross girls placed 10th with 267 points. Bowling
Green won with 82 points.

The Little Giants got personal bests from Stacy
Hall (18th, 20:15), Megan Neeley (32nd, 20:43), Wendy
Farrell (20:59) and Alyssa Bowerman (67th, 21:58).

In the Division II-I1I girls race, Woodmore’s Carrie
Netcher ran to the area’s best finish by placing sev-
enth in 20:56. Amy Jenkins of Oak Harbor was right
behind in eighth in the same time.

Margaretta led area teams by placing eighth with
250 points. Woodmore came in 10th with 276 points,
Clytﬂao was 11th with 290 points and Oak Harbor was
15th with 381 points.

Dani Noe added a 21st-place finish in 21:21 for the
Wildeats. Kelly Zang paced Margaretta by coming in
24th in 21:25. Clyde was led by Becky Pearce, who
came in 41st in 22:06.
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Course draws crowd

Scheduling mistake fails

to faze Ross, St. Joe CC

News-Messenger reports

The Fremont Ross and St.
Joseph Central €atholic
cross-country teams sur-
prised each other Tuesday
when they showed up to host
separate meets at the same
time on the same Walsh
Park course.

But the Little Giants and
Crimson Streaks used a lit-
tle ingenuity to get their
meets in and avoid a con-
frontation.

Ross hosted Napoleon in
a Great Lakes League dual
meet, while St. Joe wel-
comed Tiffin Calvert, Mo-
hawk and Put-in-Bay in a
quad.

Coaches sent the Ross
boys off first, then waited
five minutes before starting
the St. Joe girls race. They
reversed the process for the
St. Joe boys and Ross girls
races. Each meet employed
its own placing chute at the
finish line.

“It was an innocent mis-
take,” Ross head coach
Cathy Esposito said. “It
ended up working out well.
There were just a lot of
teams out there.”

Ross swept its dual meet
with Napoleon. The boys
claimed a 23-38 victory,
while the girls eked out a 28-
29 triumph.

Complete results of the
St. Joe meet were unavail-
able.

The Crimson Streak girls
finished second out of
three full teams with 38
points. Mohawk won with
30 points, and Calvert
came in with 58. The St.
Joe boys had the only full
team.

For Ross, Stacy Hall won
the girls race in 20 minutes,

58 seconds. She finished 50
seconds ahead of teammate
Megan Neeley, who placed
second. Wendy Farrell was
fourth in 22:03, Alyssa Bow-
erman came in 10th at 24:02
and Shana Frontz was 11th
in 24:13.

Jay Ohms led the Ross
boys by placing second in
18:01. Napoleon’s Scott
Damman won the race with
a time of 17:47.

The most impressive Ross
performance came from
Carl Sabinas, who placed
third overall in 18:40. Sabi-
nas normally runs fifth for
the Little Giants.

“Our pack stayed togeth-
er,” Esposito said. “Carl ran
well today. He had an out-
standing race.”

Nathan Bowen, Derek
Hill and Josh Ohms round-
ed out the Ross scoring.
Bowen finished fifth in 19:12
Hill was sixth in 19:13 an
Josh Ohms came in seventh
in 19:14.

Ross is at the Great Lakes
League meet Saturday at
Pearson Park in Oregon. St.
Joe runs at the Midland Ath-
letic League meet Saturday
at Eells Park in Bettsville.
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DEREK HILL, above, of Ross runs through the woods at Walsh Park during Tuesday's dual meet
with Napoleon. Above left, Chad Waleryszak strides for St. Joe.





