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“I'm pretty:
pleased the
way we
started off. |
couldn’t ask
for a whole
lot more out
of us.”
— First-year
Fremont Ross
coach Andy
Dennings

No doubt about Ross opener

By RYAN AUTULLO
News-Messenger

The Little Giants used a five-run

fifth inning and allowed only three
Perkins hits as they cruised to an 11-
2 victory Thursday over a perennial
area power.

The game was called in the bot-
tom of the sixth when Ross had one
out.

“’'m pretty pleased the way we
started off,” first-year Ross coach
Dennings said. “I couldn’t ask

the head coach at Oak Harbor.
s really with us,” third
baseman Brad said of Den-
nings. “We like him. Everybody re-
spects him.”
The sentiments were certainly re-
ciprocated Tuesday — especially in
'I‘h:m 2-for-3 — including
was -3 —
a triple and double — with three
RBISs from the No. 7 spot in the bat-

ting k

“I felt pretty good,” he said. “I
kind of stmaled in scrimmages
earlier this year."
Perkins, which lost its first game

after beginning the season with two
wins, went 20-7 last year before
falling in the district semifinal. One
of those setbacks came from Ross in
a rescheduled game late in the sea-
son.

The Pirates have claimed the San-
d Bay Conference champi-

?seven of the last eight years
uding the last four titles

"It just goes to show our progr
isnghtuptherewithalltheseother
well-known programs,” Cobb said.

See ROSS, B2




Ross picks up win to open season

Continued From B1

Kyle Cook picked up the win on the
mound for the Little Giants, allowing
just two hits in four innings before he
was replaced by Joey Garza.

Kirk Salinski was dealt the loss for
the Pirates.

Cook helped out his own cause with a
3-for-4 performance at the plate, includ-
ing two RBIs. ;

“I wanted to get off to a good start and

didn’t want to walk too many,” Cook
said. “It took me a little while to get my
curve over, but that’s about it.”

Cook was one of many Little Giants

who warranted complimentary words
from Perkins coach Ray Neill after the
game,
“I thought one-through-nine (in the
batting order) they had good at-bats,”
Neill said. “They did a good job of
putting the ball in play.

“Obviously, (Cook) had a nice open-
ing night for them,” he continued. “He’s
a nice player.”

Cook is one of at least five Ross pitch-
ers who will be called upon to take the
hill for Dennings this season.

Cobb, Garza, Kory Decker and Mike
Abbott give Dennings the luxury of

choosing between several serviceable

arms,
“The depth is definitely there,” Cobb
said. “We have players who can fill in

Robbie Hall singled home Aaron
Opelt to begin the Little Giants’ scoring
barrage in the fifth inning as Ross bat-
ted through the order. ‘

Cook followed with an RBI double to
make the score 6-2 before Cobb brought
home a pair of runners with a double of
his own.

“I knew we had the capabilities,” Den-

said of the scoring outburst. “I
didn’t know if we would show up today
being the first game with jitters and
what not.”

Ross faded down the stretch last sea-
son and finished 15-10.

The Little Giants had a cameo in the
state rankings early in the year, but ul-
timately fell in the sectional opener to
Mansfield Senior.

“We were supposed to be good last
year, but I think we’ll have a little bet-
ter team this year,” Cook said. I think
we can make a run at something. We
should be very tough in the league and
go far in the tournament. Anything less,
I won't be happy.”




BASEBALL

Ross wins in last at-bat

Ross scored two runs in
the bottom of the eighth
inning to defeat Spring-
field 4-3.
~ Springfield (0-1) scored
one run in the top of the
‘eighth for a 3-2 lead be-
{lq:: the Little Giants ral-

Continued From B1 _

- Brad Cobb registered the win in relief
for Ross with two innings of work. He al-
lowed two hits and one run.
Cory Chestnutt was 2-for-3 with two
RBI and Cobb singled in a run for the
Little Giants (2-0).




Ross takes
third victory

News-Messenger reports

- Aaron Opelt drove in three runs and
the Fremont Ross baseball team
scored four runs in the final two in-
nings to claim a 10-6 victory over Lex-
in on Mondaﬁ'

t was the third stralght victory for
the Little Giants (3-0).
Opelt went 2-for-4 with a pair of dou-

- bles, Mike Abbott was 2-for-2 with
three runs scored and Kory Decker
was 2-for-4 with an RBI for

The Little Giants’ Billy Boukissen

. and Brad Cob also went 2-for-4,

- Ricky Clark picked up the win and

 recorded two strikeouts.

Little Giants earn GBC victory

Cory Chestnutt added a pair

tributed two hits and one RBI. Brad  while walking
Harding 64 in Greater Cobb also doubled and went 2-for-4 etstoas-zvlcw&
Buckeye Conference baseball action  in the Little Giant victory. Tuesday. It was

the Little Giants, rapping out a pair Grof strikes out 11 and challenged the

the batters.”
of hits and driving in three runs. Even with the aid of the wind, the Stephen Sprouse was 2-for-2 with

Huron baseball team couldn’t catch
wno-h\ockedmuhm hits and two RBIs forRou(H) up to T.J. Grof’s fastball.

and Kyle Cook threw a complete while teammate Robbie Hall con-  The Oak Harbor hurler fanned 11
one to help the Rock-
overthe'ﬂgers

a double and two RBIS for the Rock-
ets (4-5, 1-0) while teammate Tom
Reinhart went 2-for-3 and knocked
in a pair of runs,
Shane Paule added two hits and
two runs scored for Oak Harbor.
Tuesday’s victory was the first of

- three consecutive league games for

the Rockets.

“It helps a lot,” Schimmoeller said
of starting off the SBC schedule with
a victory. “It’s great to get that first
one and start off on a high note.”

See DYER, B2



BASEBALL : ~
Game 1 slips away from Ross

Ross allowed three runs in the bottom
of the seventh and fell to Huron 4-3 in
the first game of a doubleheader before
losing Game 2 11-0. :

Aaron Opelt doubled and drove in a
run in Game 1 for the Little Giants (3-
3).

Brad Cobb (0-1) took the loss in the
ﬁrngt game and Kory Decker lost the sec-
ond. .

Mike Abbott was 2-for-2 and Joey
Garza singled for the Little Giants’ hits
in Game 2. '



BASEBALL
Ross hits three homers

Ross amassed 23 hits and
Aaron Opelt and Kyle Cook
each drove in five runs as the
Little Giants stopped Bellevue
19-5 in five innings.

Mike Abbott notched the
win for Ross. He walked none,
struck out five and allowed
eight hits in five inninlfs.

“Mike threw the ball pretty
well,” Ross coach AndI{lDen-
nings said. “The nice thing to
see with our big lead was ze-
ro walks. That’s what you like
to see. You just want to see
him throwing strikes at that
point.”

The Little Giants scored 16
runs in the first three innings.
. “It was nice to see us come
out and be aggressive for
pretty much the entire game,”
Dennings said. “We got some
breaks with some balls falling
in and we also hit some balls
hard. It was kind of a combi-
nation — that’s how we turned
out 23 hits,”

Jarrid Breyman took the
loss for the Redmen.

CLYDE TENNIS player Cory Dickman serves against Oak Harbor Wedn

Opelt was 4-for-4 with a dou-
ble and home run, and Cook
went 4-for-5 with a double and
home run. Corey Chestnutt
had three hits, including a
double, in four at-bats and
drove in two runs, and Cody
Ruiz singled three times for
Ross (5-3).

Brad Cobb added a single,
home run and three RBIs, and
Robbie Hall and Billy
Boukissen each singled twice
for the Little Giants. Abbott,

Tim Jackson and Kory Decker

each singled.
Davil(ﬁ‘oos and Jon Journay
each singled and hit a home

run for Bellevue,

Hoffman baffles 10

Zach Hoffman struck out 10
to notch his first win and
added two hits, including a
double, and one RBI at the

late as Margaretta beat

uron 11-2 in the Sandusky
Bay Conference to remain un-



BRYANT RUIZ of Fremont Ross slides safely into second during the Little Giants' 10-2 victory over visiting New Riegel
Thursday. Ruiz also earned the win on the mound for Ross.

Ross staying aggressive

3 for Oak Harbor.
Tom Laderach picked up the win

News-Messenger reports

The Fremont Ross baseball
team continued to present a strong
presence at the plate as the Little
Giants earned a 10-2 victory over
New Riegel Thursday.

Aaron Opelt went 3-for-3 for
Ross with a double and three runs
scored. Teammate Robbie Hall
was 3-for-4 with three RBIs, a dou-
ble and a triple.

Mike Abbott, Brad Cobb, Billy
Boukissen and Bryant Ruiz also
added hits for the Little Giants.

“We're staying pretty aggres-
sive,” Ross coach Andy Dennings
said after the Little Giants’ third
game in as many days. “It was a
good week for us to get back on
track.”

Ruiz also earned the win on the
mound for Ross, striking out six.

Seventh inning lifts SJCC
Fremont St. Joseph Central

- Catholic scored three runs in the

. bottom of the seventh to earn a 54

victory over Woodmore.

The Wildcats had scored three
times in the top of the inning to
take a 4-2 lead.

Cory Miller earned the win for
the Crimson Streaks (8-2), pitch-
;ul;rg seven innings and striking out

ee

Ryan Schmidt, Kevin Rousch
and Anthony Rusher all had two
hits for SJCC. Teammate Grant
Barbour contributed two RBIs.

Jordan Shaw had a double for
Woodmore (54).

Rockets edge SMCC

A two-run seventh helped Oak
Harbor defeat St. Mary Central
Catholic 4-3 in a Sandusky Bay
i, 70 o g ARG L0

"J. Gro game-

single as the Rockets upped their
SBC record to 3-0 (5-4 overall).
Grof finished with three hits and
three RBIs.

Adam Grof went 2-for-3 with a
double and Shane Paule was 2-for-

after thr 1% scoreless in-
. Greg McNutt also struck
out four for the Rockets.

SOFTBALL
Streaks down Wildcats

St J oseph Central Catholic
snapped a tie with a four-run third

ing on the way to an 8-1 victory
over g!oodmom

Alyssa Dickman picked up the
victory, recording strikeouts
seven ;
Jenna Beam struck out six for
the Wildcats.
Jackie Fahle went 2-for-3 with
one run scored for Woodmore and

Dickman had three RBIs for
SJCC and scored a pair of runs.

See KERN, B2
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Opelt a defensive gem

By RVAN AUTULLO

approximaulytheaatm
time the chance at victory for
Fremont Ross was slipping

away, Aaron Opelt made sure to
pulntbackin

With visiting Findlay looking

to add to a two-run lead in the
fifth inning, the Little Giant
standout center fielder reached
out in full extension to make a
remarkable catch, thus m
venting an extra base hit by
jan Andrew Badertscher.

lnturn,Rnumdﬁ\'rem
in the bottom of the frame on its

to an 8-6 victory over the

t‘(lil'eate.'r B
uckeye Conference,

The s cular defensive ef-

fort — one of his sever-

al in the game — served as a fit-

ungmetaphorfortheuani-
ants, who have let several
games sllp away in the early
stagleso conteatst&i;n
“I can get to preux
thathelpsmol lot,
?)pelt said, 'but I get pretty
OE‘elt hadatwo-rmdn-
pltcheddx
mdallowadlohﬂstourn
win on the mound. Ricky Clark
threw a scoreless seventh to
pick up the save for Ross (84, 2-
e
asa
pommnytorthouule(}hmx
erase the memory of Saturday’s
xoomn-nueloaswbeﬁnm
“The last couple games that
we lost we've down early
of put our
heads down,” Ross junior Kory
Decker said. “Both games we
could have won, butthlsgame

"Itsir‘eattobeathndhy'
he continued,
d are our No. lrlvalsWe

{:ln ovetobeattl’nmanytime

sport.”

Decker capitalized on the
fifth-inning outburst with a two-
run single to left-center to make
the score 8-5.

t walked against |

t er Grant Deppen to |
vy the bases earlier in the inning.

Findlay throwing error on
Cooksgromiballthenresulted
in two runs for the Little Giants,
who got hits from seven of the
nine batters in the order.

“The one we had six or
seven outs,” coach Jack

me do that against a good team
Fremont you're not going

’l‘hought not particularly
with his squad’s defen-
sive outing, Foltz certainly
made mention of Opelt s spec-
Opelpmi,nadme
t e some t
catches out there, mty\::s
huge,” he said.

MIKE ABBOTT breaks up a double play attempt for Fremont Ross as Findlay's Zach Burke looks on Tuesday.
The Little Giants defeated their GBC foe 8-6.

The greatest vantage point of
Opelt'mldlng ptueg&ﬁo:.

or il Boukimen. Folloving
poten

of scoring two runs on the play,
the Trojans were held to just one
on a sacrifice fly.

“Man, he’s gotten tast over
the last couple years,” Decker
gofbhjtmrclmsl;m'ﬂﬁ

bﬂ’ getting r

seems, made some t

year.
After an auspicious start to
dnﬂne,Cookmnmumble
ound. Leadoff hitter

Zach Burke crushed a two-run
homer in the third and Cook sur-
rendered two more runs in the
fourth. Despite a chat on the
mound from ﬂrst‘yeaé'wl:oss
coach Andy Dennings, re-
mained in the game.
'Hejmtmdeacouplemis
certain situations,” Den-

ng? . “He started to get a
blturedsowewunwith

and Ricky did a nice job
of closing out for (Cook). Kyle

pitched a really nice game.”




spectators’ standpoint it was fun
to watch.” ;

BASEBALL

Hershey helps power Ross
Paul hit his first
home run Mike Abbott
notched the victory with six
strikeouts in five i and
added an RBI at the plate as
Fremont Ross avenged an earli-

er Greater Buckeye Conference

setback to Lima Senior with a 9- |

1 win, -

Abbott (2-0) allowed four hits
and one earned run while walk-
ing only one. Joey Garza fin-
ished and struck out three and
walked none while allowing one
hit in two innings.

“The pitchers threw
well,” Little Giant coach Andy
Dennings said. “We had some

lems on the basepaths ear-
y but corrected that and played
solid" baseball the rest of the

way.

Aaron t went 3-for<4 with
an RBI, and Brad Cobb and Kyle
Cook each drove in two runs for

Ross (94, 3-1).

“We took advantage of our op-

portunities. We squandered
some baserunners in the first

ame and made some thlnﬁ
ppen today,” Dennings said

comparing the two games
against Lima this year.

Hershey homered in his only
at-bat. :

“f.’t‘“'m:."s‘;‘& b
ment,” . “He’s
worked hard on his swing. He hit
ttt;e.ballmaﬂywelltodudcm-

Cody Ruiz and Abbott each
added one RBI as Ross issued
Lima (87, 3-1) its first GBC loss.

Smith drives in six

thWwore se:orel:l:’o runs in
e inning catapult
Jordan Shaw to his first victory
— a 17-0 five-inning Suburban
Lakes League win over Gibson-

bugﬁaw (1-2) allowed only two
hits and one walk while striking
out five.

Wyatt Kiser took the loss for
the Golden Bears.

Carl Smith accounted for six
total bases with a homer and
double and drove in six runs for
the Wildcats (11-6, 5-2). Jordan
Hepler had two and Billy
gyszaddeda and three

Lakota drops SLL contest
Brent Hoerig scored two runs

and Lakota outhit Lake but lost
74 in the Suburban Lakes

League.
See ROSS, B2




KYLE COOK of Fremont Ross is safe at first after beating the throw from Port Clinton's Joe Higgins (2) to first baseman Joey
Malfara during a doubleheader in Fremont Saturday. The Little Giants won the first game 6-2 before falling in the second 4-0.

Aaron Opelt stole home in  sixth innings. even when he’s not Ross.

Game 1 for the Little Giants, ~ Cook came to the plate on,” Cook said of Opelt. Cody Salyers took the loss
“(Cook’s) very important  with Mike Abbott and don't remember him not hit-  in Game 1 and

to our lineup and very reli- on base before his ting. At the ofthe Nate White won his second

able,” Ruiz said. “He makes Cook said he has quite year he was it right at vanitystanmtwooutmﬁ

clutch plays.” accustomed to being pemwtheymﬂrdm for Port Clinton (14-3)
Ross (105) scored two onbase for his the o Game 2.




Ross eyes
league title

By RYAN AUTULLO
News-Messenger correspondent
Ni n baseball coach
Mike Hummer gave a slight
indication of who he ex-

remam atop trom the

Buckeye erenee.

. In Hm mind, utlhti.
league might ulti-
mately belong to the team
that aggressively pursues

to retain its posi-
uu:nga;wthmwayﬁeatop
Thursday the
first of two chances this
year that Hummer's Wild-
cats will oppose the Little
Giants

the GE

Kyle Cook went 4-for-4
for Ross and drove in two
runs while Brad Cobb
pitched a complete game as
the Little Giants improved
to 12-5 (4-1).

The Little Giant victory
setsmptod.uy’sf showdown at
leader and archrival San-
dusky. Lima Senior, which

“If they fet the pitching
and %l&y efense the way
S 0 T

to be a team to
beat,” Hummer said of the
Little Giants.

With the score tied at
one, Ross exploded for a
six-run third inning.

Cook doubled down the
left-field line to score the
first run in the
Robbie Hall home
Aaron Opelt two lat-
er and Joey Garza followed
with a two-run single to
make the score 5-1. Corey
Chestnutt  and !:’il'x
Boukissen contributed
RBI groundouts in the in-

's assessment of
aggressive plate Appear

m:{ythe

“ The: 'loss™
Napoleon to 2-17 (0-7).

Although far from over-
, Cobb used fi-

Cobb got himself into a
momentarily sticky situa-
m in the top of the sev-

With one runner on,
to walk a
g::: Wlldcatutoloadﬂle

Adam Miller, tums
No. 4 hitter, to fly out to

) 1 [
\\ //. .
- .)o'-

KYLE COOK of Fremont Ross slides safely into second base as Napoleon's Biran Hummer fields
the throw Thursday in Fremont. The Little Giants won the GBC contest 9-1.

center to end the
“He’s had goo(?alm outings
all year said of
Cobb. “He keeps his com-
posunwell. throws strikes,
doesn’'t walk people —
that's all you can ask for.
He's veriagsood with loca-
tion. He has a purpose for

e e aonedin s Dimines
solid in the field as well,
with several stops — in-

cluding a terrific double

ﬁlay — at shortstop. Cook
elded Dustin Smith’s
grounder, sf on sec-
ond and the ball to
first base to get the first
two outs in sixth in-
mefthmght we hustled all

over the field and didn’t
have any mental lapses,”

on ys 'S
what you ﬁke

Cook, from the cleanup
t, also slaj three

. His two RBISs in the
tg:;r“_:euppetlhiswamlead

Cook will start on
the mound in y’s con-

test against the Blue
Streaks.

really wants
(the GBC title),” Cook said.
“We haven’t really been
close the last couple years,
We just have to be focused.”
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Hall helps Ross top Sandusky

By RYAN AUTULLO
News-Messenger correspondent

Robbie Hall was relieved to fi-
nally break out of his rut.

Hall, who batted above .500 last
year as a

ageat mmmmr-m'
“I've just been struggling all

year trying to hit the ball solid,”
said Hall, a left fielder. “I hadn’t
E;nl m it mﬂ year,
came
Mike Abbott pitched five lnnh:g
while utrm%:ut five to earn
victory on mound for Ross,
which improved to 13-5 (5-1 GBC)
S (e il o B
save
i up innings
e A
r
teams have split in league play this
season.

slon,Roum eowhuuk
King smashed a filled with
wmad-crumln face of Little
Gi hudcoachAndme%
King attributed the act to a

althatallﬂ;:tyur‘gadumr
go through. It was reason for
exaltation as it was the first win for
ovu'arehﬂvds:ndmky

(10-10,
Soﬁdddme,thnt‘swhatm‘ve
been about all year,” Hall said.
up two runs in high school
pretty much, you're going

towlnthegame. Our pitching has
il siglad n the hirdinning to
make the score 2-2 and did the
same in the Little Giants' four-run

mﬁm' Kyle Cook the
yle an
barrage with an RBI base
hit and an runner scored

on a Sandusky error. Bil-
lyBouklsunwuhit a pitch
with the bases loaded to conclude
the Little Giant rally.

See ABBOTT, B2




Abbott picks up victory for Ross

Continued from B1

All runs were unearned in the inning,
“We had errors that cost us in the fourth
inning that made the difference in the

ballgame,” Sandusky coach Schuyler
Smith said.

Smith opted to pull starter Kevin Las-
noski with the score tied after the third to
save his ace for a sectional contest on
Monday.

“We figured we'd start off with him, set
agoodbaseandgofromthere,”Snﬁth

Abbottgotofftoashakystm't,allowmg

g:fsermms backtirstthreein-
nings, before pitching -to-back 1-2-3
frames in the fourth and fifth.

The junior allowed two baserunners to
begin the sixth before giving way in favor
of Garza.

“Mikey didn’t have the best stuff today,”

i said, seconds before
b by King. “It’s nice to see him
stay solid on the mound and do what he
had todo to get a W, He’s a big-time com-

pehtoronmemomi I thought he got a

little bit better the more tired he got.”

Relatively uncharacteristic of the team,
Ross reached base via a walk nine times.

Garza walked three times while the al-
ways picky-at-the-plate Aaron Opelt re-
ceived two free passes.

“We're usually a real aggressive team
at the plate and I guess patience does help
with (getting runners on base),” Hall said.
“ngetthemonandgetaeoq:lesmgles
here and there — you're up 6-2,”

After mheritmg the situation with two |
runners on base, Garza allowed a bunt -
single to load the bases. He stayed com-
posed, however, and retired the next three >
batters — two of whom were strikeout vic-
tims.

Ross travels to today foran

non-conference matchup, '
which was scheduled at the end of the
week. :

Hall will use the non-scheduled game
as a chance to continue his recent success
at the plate.

“It was a breakout game, I guess — I
hope,” he said.




Opelt explodes

Aaron Opelt scored three times and
;lrot\;edin Six runs as Fri:tgont Ross d;-‘
eated Margaretta 13-1 in five innings
a game that wasn't organized until
Thursday.

The Little Giants (14-5) scored each
of their runs in the first three innings. .

Bryant Ruiz (2-1) earned the victory
for Ross. He allowed three hits and no
earned runs while walking one and
striking out four in five innings.

“Bryant threw extremely well,” Ross
coach Andy Dennings said. “You could
tell in the first inning he had command
of all his pitches and he continued
throughout the course of the game.”

Opelt hit a bases-loaded double to
clear the bases and added a three-run
home run. Kyle Cook hit a two-run home
run and Robbie Hall singled and dou-
blegggr le:s& big day,” Dennings said

“Aaron had a big day,” i .
“He and Kyle have been there for us all

year.

“We had a balanced attack (Satur-
day). We had quite a few kids hitting. If
you get that kind of productivity at the
plate you’ll be successful most of the
time.”

Brian Schenk took the loss for Mar-
Sn:retta (8-7). Brett McCullough drove in

erzglar Bears’ run and Bill Keegan
scored.



BASEBALL

At S e BARhs to n 133
al
moverthemttleGiantsmGBCac-
Brad Cobb went 3-for-3 with three
doubles and three RBIs for Ross (14-7,
52 GBC), whichremalmatthetopof

the eontme %utt

RxﬁzandRobbieHallallhadtwohits
each for the Little Giants. Teammates
Mike Abbott, Aaron Opelt, Billy
Boulmssehlt n and Kory Decker each had
one

Sandusky hit five home runs in the
contest.

“It was just a combination of the ball

etting in the air when the wind was

lowing out on a short field,” Ross

coachAndyDennmgssaxd “Those
things ha

ppen.”
Ross scored three runs in both the
first and second
“We hit the ball pretty well,” Den-
msaid “Westartedwithabangand
of slowed up in the middle.”



Boukissen swats grand slam

Billy Boukissen hit a grand slam
and Mike Abbott scattered three hits
over five innings as Fremont Ross
topped Greater Buckeye Conference
foe Napoleon 11-0.

“Billy sat on a fastball over the plate
and drove it,” Ross coach Andy Den-
said. “It was nice to see.”

tt struck out three and walked
one to run his record to 40 on the sea-
son,

“Mike threw the ball extremely
well,” Dennings said. “He had good
command of his fastball and the curve
was really working. He threw a nice

ame.,”
tt also homered in the road vic-
tory and had two RBIs.

Robbie Hall drove in two runs and
had two doubles for the Little Giants
(15-7, 6-2 GBC) while teammate Brad
Cobb hit a two-run home run.

Aaron Opelt also had a hit for Ross.

Ross had a 40 lead before tacking on
seven in the fifth inning.

“Oﬂenswsaelg' we were selective,”

“We drew some walks
and we sat on some pitches we should
drive.

“I was very pleased with our ap-
proach at the plate.”



Ross takes GBC

News-Messenger reports

Fremont Ross coach
Andy Dennings said it's al-
ways a nice accomplish-
ment when the Little Gi-
ants beat Greater Buckeye
Conference rival Findlay
twice in the same year.

Securing the GBC crown
while doing it is an added
bonus, to be sure.

Ross wrapped up the
GBC onship Tues-
day with a 12-5 road victo-
ry over Findlay.

“The kids were pretty
ecstatic afterward,” Den-
nings said. “It was nice to
see them stay focused
through the course of the

ame with all they had on
the line.

“I thought they handled
their emotions well.
They're a great group of
kids.” i

They're very handy
with the bats. The Little
Giants pounded out 15 hits
in the win, including a 4-
for-4 effort from Brad
Cobb.

Cobb had a double and
four RBIs while teammate
Kyle Cook went 2-for-5 with
three RBIs and a triple.

“Everybody hit the ball
well,” Little Giant Aaron
Opelt said. “Brad Cobb had
a great day at the plate. He
had some clutch hits.”

Robbie Hall went 2-for-2
with a pair of RBIs for
Ross and teammate t
went 2-for-4 with a double.

Corey Chestnutt, Mike
Abbott, Billy Boukissen,
Kory Decker and Cody
Ruiz added hits for the Lit-
tle ggnts (g;?, 72 GBgr)s't

was Dennings’
year at the helm.

“They came ready to
work every day,”
said of his squad. “
were ready to be coached
an;idlth?y deseyﬁr:: a lot of
credit for sta tive
through the entire pmseason.

“We didn’t get as far as
we wanted in the tourna-
ment, but it was nice to see
the kids plug away and get
:ge GBC titkfe. It's some-

ing great for our
gram to build on.” i

Abbott (5-0) also picked




Ross baseball sits at top of GBC

Continued from B1

“Abbott came in and threw them off
balance,” Opelt said.

Opelt and Billy Boukissen doused
Dennings with a celebratory water

shower after the game.

“After losing in sectionals, this was a
good way to come back and finish
things up right,” Opelt said. “We needed
a positive, and obviously winning the
GBC is a positive. It gets us rolling for
next year.”
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ROBBIE HALL of Fremont Ross takes a swing against Marion Harding Thursday in Fremont. The Littie Giants won 4-0 to finish out their season.

Ross ends with win

ning

“He had a little more zip on his
fastball but still had his normal
command.

for us this year.”

Billy Boukissen went 2-for-3
with a double and an RBI for
the Little Giants (17-7,8-2 GBC)

nutt also added two hits.
breaking a scoreless tie
by a run across in the

sixth.

Mike Abbott had a two-run
pinch-hit single for the Little Gi-
ants, while teammates Aaron
Opelt, Robbie Hall, Cobb and
Cody Ruiz also had base hits.

“We were pretty balanced
thro t the lineup. That's
nice to see,” Dennings said.

SJCC loses finale

It wasn't the best way toend a
season.

But it was a fine year for the
St. Joseph Central Catholic

with an RBI for SJCC (18-7)
while Robby , Ryan
Schmidt and Juni Arreola also
added hits for the Crimson
Streaks.

T See PARKER, B2

News-Messenger/Diane Cebula
FREMONT ROSS catcher Cody Ruiz makes a catch on a foul ball
against Marion Harding Thursday during the Little Giants' 4-0 victory.




High School

GBC All-Conference
First Team
o Rt d8 vl
............. 1 ay

Matt Feltner ................. 11 Sandusky
Alex Frank ................... 1" Findlay
Mike Abbott ................. " Ross
gxdmm ............ 10 Harding

R A 12 Findlay
AaronOpelt................. 1 Ross
RobbieHall................. " Ross
JONPUMRE............c00000000. 12 Findlay
BradCobb................... 12 Ross
Tim Voorhees................ 1" Findlay

Second Team

Brandon Cramer.......... 11 Napoleon
Greg Smith........ccc.c..... 12 Findlay
Tommy Conley ............ 12 Hard
A.J. Miracle.................. 12 Lima Senior
Matt Begin.................... 10 Lima Senior
Adam Birtcher ............. 12
Kevin Appell ................ 10  Sandusky
Richie Kimble................ 11 Sandusky
Greg Wellman ............. 10 Lima Senior
Justin Knapp ........ccoens 12 Harding
Chad Combs............... 12 Findlay
Jerrod Slater................ 12 Harding
Billy Boukissen............ 1 Ross

Honorable Mention

Ross: Cody Ruiz, Cody Crestnott

League Champion: Ross

Coaah of the yqar Andy Dennings
(Ross)

Player of the yoar Kevin Lasnoski
(Sandusky)

Pitchers of the year: Kyie Cook (Ross),
- Zach Marshall (Lima Senior)




