2000s Fremont Ross All-Ohioans



Opelt named first-team all-Ohio
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Kidwell said his most no-
table statistic was an aver-

age of more than 300 pass-
ing yards per game in the

“All the league schools
had seen him and knew his

talent,” Kidwell said, “And
schemed to stop him and

plays, and
he still foung ways to

march us up and down the
field.”

Opelt said he began to
consider playing quarter-
back at the Division I level
after his jumor

“We had an
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puttmg it in my ear that I

0 it,” he said. “I nev-
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destination.
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“I'll make a decision on the school
that fits me best and once I get there
it's going to be all about sports,” he
said. “If you focus on one t long
enough and work hard at it you’ll have
success.” ;

Opelt said the Little Giants had the
makinmf a playoff team.

“We had the right players in the right
spots but we let a few games slip. I'd
take those guys against any team we
played against — I'd rather have my
teammates. Every high school team
has ups and downs. We didn’t click ear-
ly. There is no part of the team that
killed us. We shot ourselves in the foot.
We knew we could do it.

“I wouldn't take anythinﬁkt;ack; I'd
do it again. There’s nothing like Friday.
People say it and say it but you really
don’t know what it is until you play
your last game knowing you won't step
-out there again with those guys. It’s a
ﬂeat feeling that a lot of people won’t
ve again.”

That list does not include Opelt, al-
though the feelings will be pushed back
aday to Saturdag'

“He’s not a kid of many words,” Kid-
well said. “The thing I like to remem-
ber is his competitiveness. It’s got to be
~ self-gratifying that he plailed is best

football game in his last high school
football game against our biggest rival.
It wasn’t easy for any of the seniors to
take off their pads but after the game
he played, it made it a little easier for
him to take off his Fremont jersey and
see what jersey is next.

“He never shied away from pressure,
It's tough with a new coach in a new
system and he never got flustered. He
was patient and willing to learn, and
kept working every day. His best foot-
ball is still ahead of him.”

Opelt, who is also a standout out-
fielder in the state and a versatile tal-
ent on the basketball court, completed

+ 17-0f-29 passes for 235 yards and four

touchdowns against Sandusky to close
his prep career. He added 183 yards and
one score on 16 carries.

“Being a three-sport athlete he’s
been very busy,” Kidwell said. “That’s
one of his biggest contributions — any
coach would say he busted his butt for
all of us. That'’s the type of kid he is. If
you ask him to do something he’ll do it
and won’t question it.” v

-Opelt said he simply fits into a group.

“When coaches say I work extra
hard, I just do what the whole team
does,” he said. “The linemen and ev-
erybody else are in the weight room.
We worked as a team. Everybody lift-
ed in the mornings. That really helped
our success.”

_But Opelt was the one with the shot-
gun arm who needed the slightest of
seams to cover large chunks of yardage
by air or land. :

“I wish I had him for four years,”
Kidwell said. “I told the seniors that if
I'd have had them for four years we
wouldn’t be at a banquet. We'd be

preparing for the playoffs.”

Matthew Horn can be reached at .
mhorn@fremont.gannett.com.




2000

Rick Legg, Special mention

2001

Bo Martin Second Team

Jered Kingsborough, Honorable Mention
Mike Davis, Honorable Mention
2005

Aaron Opelt First Team

Kyle Cook. Special Mention

Kory Decker Special Mention

2006

Devin Johnson First Team

2007

Deondray Brown First Team

2008

Terrence Davis First Team

Nate Hasselbach Second Team
Aaron Spencer Special Mention
Cody Foos

2009

Shane Durnwald Honorable Mention
Aaron Spencer Honorable Mention



