Elyria comeback ends Ross season
e o e

By BOB MARKER
Sports Editor
ASHLAND The Fremont
Ross dream softball season end-
1

6-4 victory in the Division I
Girls Softball Regional Tourna-
ment finals at Brookside Park.

The Pioneers (20-3) stopped
the Ross winning streak at 23
and the Little Giants bowed out
with a 244 mark.

Elyria scored five runs in the
bottom of the fifth inning,
bunching four hits and a pair of
Ross errors. The Pioneers
added an insurance run in the

ixth on another error and a hit.

“We did not make things go
right,” Ross ach Cheryl
Coressel said. were ner

ous and created out mistakes
like we did during the season.
We said eventually it wuuld
catch up to us and it did toda;

Coressel said her team w
uncharacteristically nervous.

“We never had a lead before,”
the Ross coach said. “We w
sitting on a lead and I think we
started looking ahead a little,
relaxing and enjoying the day,
and we did not make some big

and Elyria started to hit,

Jessica Rollins, who lost for
only the third time in 20 deci-
5 staked herself to a sec-
ond-inning lead, lining a three-
run homer over Jen Plasel's
head to the base of the wall in
left field. A single by Tricia Bus-
deker, who had two of the four
hits of Elyria freshman Lindsey
Anderson, a fielder’s choi
Casey Schepflin’s single preced-
ed Rollins’ blast.

In the third, Dawn Zerman
was safe on an error, went to
second on Donna Steinberger's
sacrifice, moved up to third as
Holly Pelfrey flied to center and
scored on a passed ball for a 4-0
Ross lead.

Anderson, though, relaxed
after that, retiring 12 batters
before Busdeker singled leading
off the seventh.

In the Elyria fifth, the Pio-
neers batted around. Kristy Kid-
der was safe on Zerman's error
at short leading off. Kidder
moved up on a fielder's choice
and scored on Plasel's single to

BELINDA SANDOVAL of Ross wipes a

right. Plasel moved to second
on right fielder Jamie Hinkle's
throwing error.

Jolyne Noe singled and Beth
Forbus' infield single loaded
the bases. A run scored when

in's throw from second

was late at the plate. Tammy
Yount followed with a two-run
single of Busdeker's glove at

first to tie tk

Parnell,

scored on Carrie R

bunt when she beat th
from Bt er, putting Ri
down 54.

In the Elyria sixth, Kidder
was credited with double
when Zerman apparently lost
the ball in the bright sun and it
fell between her and Steinberg-
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Fremont Ross in regional finals

m Big inning: Bus-
deker’s 5th-inning
triple gives Little
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against losing
Hahn. Zerman stol
went to third on

Giants 4-3 victory.
sBy BUEENMARKER

HLAND — Tricia Busdeker
tripled in two rups in the fifth
to give Fremont Ross a ¢
3 win over Toledo Notre Dame
Academy in the semifinals of the
Division I Girls Regional Softball
Tournament Friday at Brookside
Park

Ross stretched its winning
streak to 23 games and will take
a 243 record into today's 1 pm
finals against Elyria, 193. Thurs-
day, the Pioneers defeated Celina
5-2 in the other semifinal game.
Notre Dame ended its season at
2

team nmar gets dcn L
coming back. They always know
there are opportunities

With one out in the Ross fifth,
Dawn Zerman doubled over left
fielder Jenny Brennan. Donna

BUSDEKER PELFREY

‘:lember%er grounded out but
Holly Pelfrey singled in Zerman
to cut Notre Dame's lead t
Belinda Sandoval

another single pumnp, runners at
first and second. Busdeker
tripled to left center on an 0-1
count to score Pelfrey and
doval

“Yes," Busdeker agreed v
asked if she has been frustrated

is starting to hit the holes
Notre Dame coach Leigh Ross
st pot their timing

drove in the first of her two runs
she grounded to third b
man Melissa Berndt. Zerman
going  home, g
Berndt to he e before throw-
ing late to first. When Berndt
threw o first, Zerman scored.
Notre Dame scored three
unearned runs in the
Designated hitter ngi
dowski led off with a sin-
gle on winning pitcher J
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Rollins did not walk a batter
but hit tter while striking
out two, She allowed




