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“I think he

can have a
lot of
success
(at Ross). |
think he can
get the most
out of the
kids there."

— Hopewell-
Loudon senior
Jason

Bodart on
Derek Kidwell

KIDWELL TAKES ROSS CONTROLS

Master motivator

Giants bank on
coach providing
aneeded spark

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor

Brad Britton, the 47-year-old ath-
letic director at H 1l-Loudon,
was regg{l to put on ds.

iM coach Dereku n wha]:

ving a post-practice speech to
5hie ins on the eve of their playoff
game against Carey this past sea-

son.

“It was outstanding,” Britton said
of the speech. “I just know I was
ready to go out and play when he
was done.

“He doesn’t just have knowledge

Growing up in the game

The 30-year-old Kidwell was

named the Little Giants head
coach on

mmhm'-mm

He led Il-Loudon to a
27-17 record and two eight-win
campaigns in the last four sea-
sons.

See ROSS, B2

of X's and O's, but also the knowl-
edge of handling kids,” Britton con-
tinued. “That’s a special thing. He'’s
such a great motivator. That's his
strong suit.”

On Wednesday, the 30-year-old

Kidwell was named Fremont Ross's
football coach after four seasons at
Hopewell.

He takes over a history-rich Little
Giant program that has produced
three Super Bowl participants

Charles Woodson, Rob Lytle and Bob
Brudzinski — but is now in desper
ate need of a revival

“We need someone Lo get us on our
feet,” Ross sophomore quarterback
Aaron Opelt said. “We need someone
to give us a little spark, get us go
ing."

Kidwell is replacing Chuck Lind
sey, who went 1-19 in two seasons
the worst two-year span in school
history.

He will be the fifth coach in eight
years at Ross.

Only 45 players came out for var
sity football this past season

Ross Athletic Director Art Bucei
said there are 560 boys at the Divi
sion I high school, and in past years
there were close to 150 players in the
entire program

See KIDWELL, B2



Kidwell prepared to
Inspire excitement

Ross well on way

with new leader

Continued From B1

Continued From B1

“I've always respected Fremont Ross and the
tremendous athletes the school has produced,”
Kidwell said. “Now it’s going to be my job to get
those kids back out for football.”

Kidwell knows that the lack of interest will be his
greatest obstacle to overcome at Ross.

“The biggest challenge for me is to sell the pro-
gram,” he said. “That’s the first thing we have to
do — get the kids excited about Fremont Ross foot-
ball again and have them take pride in Fremont
Ross.

"We are going to hit the hallways to get the ath-
letes on the field,” he continued. “We’ll go door-to-
door if we have to. But that’s one of the main rea-
sons I really went after the job so aggressively. I
know of the potential of the job and of the athletes
here.”

Jason Kovach is one player who bought into Kid-
well’s program at Hopewell.

Kovach didn’t play football his first two years, but
thanks to Kidwell’s persistent pleading he came out
his junior year and was a first-team all-Ohio wide
receiver as a senior last season.

“He gets people excited,” Kovach said. “He influ-
ench(:x% me. Mr. Kidwell is the greatest coach I've ev-
er had.”

Jason Bodart, who started at quarterback Kid-
well’s four seasons at Hopewell, said the coach’s
ability to relate to young athletes is second to
none.

“He is able to communicate with the kids really
well, really get them motivated,” Bodart said. “I
think he can have a lot of success (at Ross). I think
he can get the most out of the kids there.”

Bodart said that the first thing Kidwell sold the
Chieftains on was the importance of strength training,

“He told us, ‘If you aren’t in the weight room, you
aren’t going to play, ” Bodart said. “We listened to
him. We all got stronger.”

Kidwell was even key in Hopewell possibly get-
ting a new weight room.

The school is in the initial stages of getting the
facility.

“Our athletic boosters have been looking for a
project,” Britton said. “Derek was gung-ho about
the idea of a weight room. He’s influential. He sold
them on the idea.

“Derek is such a good salesman.”

Britton said Kidwell’s departure will certainly be
felt at Hopewell.

“I don’t know of anybody in our program who
wasn’t excited to play for him,” Britton said. “We
hate to see him go.”

Kidwell’s father, Dick, was a longtime football
Whﬂ:tphylnal dad, Derek quarterbacked '
or g ‘
Fostoria to the 1991 state championship and was
named Ohio’s Mr. Football in the
Kidwell was a letterman at Bowling Green State
University before quitting the team during the 1995
season.

But while many college students were busy tend-
ing bar or delivering , Kidwell assisted with
th\mhM'l:h senior t'Bowlhu G Kidwell

a reen,
was the offensive exo;"rdlnator for Fostoria’s 1996

state championship team.
From Fostoria, Kidwell went to Lima Senior,
where he coached quar-

terbacks for three sea-
sons, The Spartans | Plenty of Hope
reached the playom in Derek Kidwell had
two of Kidwell's three | one of the best runs
years. in

Hopewell then hired hm
Kidwell to turn around | four seasons, and the
a )

Bl 1 o

one eight-win season in

the 27 years prior to

Kidwell’s arrival. The

Chieftains also went

mameywbelore
1l arrived.

Kidwell, though, went
4-6 in his first season
and barely missed the
playoffs his second year as the Chieftains finished
5-5 after a Week 10 setback.

The Chieftains went 8-3 and reached the Division
VI playoffs in each of the last two seasons — the
best two year-stretch in school history.

?m," Ross junior
lineman Fred Shearon “Hopefully, he can do
the same here.”

Athletic League crown in school history. Kidwell
was named conference coach of the year.

H lost 31-14 to Carey in the first round of
the playoffs last season.

Kidwell’s passion and enthusiasm are well-
known. Andhhii'shrqmmtionasanoﬂemivegm'ual-

S0 B

past season, Jason Bodart quarterbacked
the Chieftains’ spread offense to a 35-7 victory over
St. Joseph Central Catholic. Bodart finished with
407 Kards in the game.

Chi had the most total yards in the
conference this past season.

Kidwell said he will likely bring the same offense

to Ross.

“Once I'm able to evaluate my QBs and prospec-
tive receivers, and if I like what I see, we may to-
tally open it up like we did the last couple of years
at H ,” Kidwell said.

1l is confident his offense can be success-
ful with the number of standout athletes a Division
I school like Ross offers.

“It’s something like basketball onﬂm,"hesaid
of his scheme. “I think that really benefits some
kids in Fremont. If we can get them out, we are go-
ing to light up some scoreboards and have a lot of
fun.”

Kidwell said he was most relaxed during the in-
terview process at Ross when discussing football
basics.

“X’s and O's-wise, I was very comfortable with
that,” he said.

Hopewell Athletic Director Brad Britton can see

“He turned around om

“He has a tremendous amount of football knowl-

e for such a young coach,” he said. “And as he

chexperience, he’s only going to be a better
coa .D




- Back at it

News-Messenger/David Distelhorst

FREMONT ROSS'S Ryan Ottney, left, Tyler Fligor, center, and Adam Wilhelm take a water break during the first official day of practice on Monday

Excitement abounds during first official day of season

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor

Joe Diller lifted weights all
summer to prepare for football
season,

He went to first-year coach
Derek Kidwell’s Fremont Ross
football camp. He went to con-
ditioning practices at Ross dur-
ing the last month,

And Diller went to seven-on-
seven camps, at which his foot-
ball equipment consisted of only
a helmet.

So, Monday's first official day
of practice was special for Diller.

He got to put on pads.

“It's great to wear them

“I've been involved'in football for 41 years,
but | look forward to every fall with as much
enthusiasm as | ever did.”

— 8JCC coach Rick Wonderly

again,” said Diller, who last
wore his pads during Ross’s sea-
son-ending loss at Sandusky last
October. “It’s the little things
that you have to love.”

Practices for fall sports opened
across the state on Monday.

And while his players were
thrilled to be able to simply

wear shoulder pads, Kidwell
was ecstatic just to be on a prac-
tice field at Ross

“We have been looking forward
to this for a while, for the simple
fact that you can up the intensity
and the speed a little bit,” Kidwell
said, comparing the first practice
with his initial camp last month.

“The kids already know our of-
fense and defense a little bit. It
just gets-a little faster out there.
We are excited.”

Rick Wonderly still loves the
first day of practice, even
though he's beginning his 16th
year at the St. Joseph Central
Catholic helm

“I haven’t lost any enthusi-
asm,” Wonderly said. “I've been
involved in football for 41 years,
but I look forward to every fall
with as much enthusiasm as I
ever did. And when I don't have
that, I won't do it again.”

See FALL, B2




Fall sports season officially opens

Continued From B1

Kidwell said there were between 80-85
glpyetxs at his first practice as a Little

iant,

He said he is looking forward to prac-
tices later in the week, when his players
put on full pads and separate them-
selves more.

“We are anxious to see what happens
on Thursday and Friday, when we can
start hitting,” Kidwell said. “That’s

when le will separate themselves
as football players and non-football
players.”

Kidwell certainly noticed a sense of
enthusiasm from his players on Mon-
day.

“It was a good atmosphere,” he said.
“They are excited, and we are looking
forward to the challenge at hand.

“The good thing with these kids is
that they enjoy it out here,” he contin-
:d. “Ilt;:d a %ne;nvironmnt for tl;:m to

around. are smiling and laugh-
ing it up, along with working hard.
That’s one of the things that I always
try to get across. It's high school foot-
ﬁ and we want to make it fun for you

Diller said he and his teammates are
anxious to move on after last year’s 1-9
cam -

“It’s a whole different attitude from

last year,” he said. is 50 ex-
dta({muadyhplay.%’nmz:"



Starting up

FREMONT Ross quarterback Aaron Opelt warms up on the sidelines
during the Little Giants' scrimmage with Mansfield Senior and Toledo
St. John's on Tuesday at Harmon Stadium, A couple hundred fans
watched the scrimmage, the first for new Ross coach Derek Kidwell.







False star

TOLEDO CENTRAL CATHOLIC 23, ROSS 0

News-Messenger/David Distelhorst
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FREMONT ROSS quarterback Aaron Opelt scrambles away from Toledo Central Catholic's Anthony Oliver on Friday. TCC won the season opener 23-0

Little Giants shut out to open Kidwell Era in Fremont

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor

One of the most anticipat-
ed seasons in Fremont Ross
history started with one of
the most promising plays
imaginable.

Toledo Central Catholic’s
Neil Mitchell fumbled the
opening kickoff, and Ross’s
Cory Bowling recovered the
ball at TCC’s 38-yard line.

But the Little Giants failed
to generate any points, and
the dream start soon turned
to a nightmarish and famil-
iar finish.

Chris Willis ran for 140
yards and three touchdowns
as visiting TCC won 23-0 on

“Everything that could go wrong went wrong.”
— Fremont Ross coach Derek Kidwell

Friday to spoil new Ross
coach Derek Kidwell’s debut.

“Everything that could go
wrong went wrong,” Kidwell
said.

That’s not the way it was
supposed to happen.

Kidwell and 'his new
spread offense brought an
unprecedented buzz to Har-
mon Stadium.

But the Little Giants failed
to quickly erase the memory
of a 1-19 two-year stretch.

“The system that is in place

will work,” Kidwell said. “No-
body said that we were going
to be a great team over night.
We have to work at it.”

The Little Giants’ offense
sputtered against TCC.

Junior quarterback Aaron
Opelt ran for more yards
(60) than he threw for (43),
scrambling out of necessity
much of the time.

Opelt finished just 5-of-13,
and Ross was outgained in
yardage 293-136.

“He is going to get better

every week,” Kidwell said of
Opelt. “He has to feel it. It
happens a little faster out
there on Friday night than it
does in the scrimmage or on
the practice field.

“I just told him, “You have
to have confidence in your-
self because we have confi-
dence in you: You have al-
most 70 kids relying on you
because our offense is only
going to be as good as your
decision making and your
playing, " Kidwell continued.

Even when Ross got the
ball inside TCC's 3-yard line,
things didn’t go the Little Gi-
ants’ way.

On a fourth-down play
with about four minutes left,
Keith Williams fumbled on
what seemed to be the 1-inch
line. It was the Little Giants’
third turnover of the game.

The Fighting Irish took over
and ran out the clock

“It's a little disappoint-
ing,” Ross senior lineman
Joe Diller said. “If we would
have won this, we would have
shut up everybody who did-
n't believe we could do it.”

See HIGHLY-TOUTED, B2




Highly-touted offense fails to put points on the board

Continued From B1

After the opening fumble, Ross got down to the
%yalid line. But Opelt’s fourth-down pass fell in-
complete.

“If we score there, it's a different ballgame,”
Kidwell said.

Ross also failed to score following an intercep-
tion by Seth Frasure at the TCC 34-yard line ear-
ly in the second half.

“Good teams take advantage of those situa-
tions,” Kidwell said. “They are like piranhas,
They see the blood, and they g:laafter it. We need
to do that, and we didn’t do that there. We gave
that team confidence.

“That’s all kids need,” he continued. “They
need confidence and a little bit of proof, and,

theyaregomgtorunwuhlt That's what
they did tonight.”

TCC owned just a 3-0 halftime lead, but the
Fighting Irish dominated the second half.

Willis capped off a nine-play, 69-yard drive with
a tough 1-yard run to put TCC up 9-0. Willis was
met at the line by Diller but fought his way into

News-Messenger/David Distelhorst
FREMONT ROSS senior Seth Frasure runs back an
interception during the Little Giants' 23-0 season-open-
ing loss to Toledo Central Catholic on Friday.

the end zone with 7:06 left in the third quarter.

Willis next scored on a 4-yard run with 26 sec-
onds left in the third that capped a 16-yard drive
that followed a Ross fumble.

A 5-yard run by Willis with 7:36 left in the fourth
quarter capped the scoring. -

“They were a little better than I thought,”
Diller said. “They were a little bigger. We just got
beat in the weight room. We got overpowered thaf
game. They wore us down.”

Friday’s outcome was certainly not what Kid-
well anticipated in his first game at Harmon Sta-
dium since 1991 — when, as a quarterback, he led
Fostoria to a regular-season victory over Ross en
route to a state championship.

“I'm disappointed,” he said. “I mean, 23-0. We
weren’t hoping for that. We weren’t ing that.”

Kidwell’s greatest challenge in the next week
will likely be convincing the Little Giants that
they are a different squad from the last two sea-
Sons.

They lost last year’s season opener to TCC 33).

“They have to believe in the system that is put
in place,” Kidwell said. “If they don’t believe in
it, it's going to be a long season. They have to be-
lieve in it and have trust in one another and trust
in the coaching staff.

“We trust them,” he said, “and we are not go-
ing to give up on them.”

Kidwell to be disciplined by OHSAA

NICK MATHEWS rector Art Bucei of his decision  full be worn but full-contact  well's debut

1.vlvm“m' uwbuth::ﬂmw'l‘h .M Tw:m ikt Ross travels to Toledo St. Francis on Fri
Fremont Ross coach Derek Kid-  at the latest, should be received by Tuesday.  Kidwell Giants wore pads on :

mm:;,m::m According to the , “four  opening day of practice, which was Aug. 9 ‘ftxunnu from his head-
mistake even before his first of acclimation (are) re-  Kidwell could not be reached for comment.  coaching duties, his likely re-

Kidwell will soon be of all football players. Ac- (OHSAA conducted a brief investiga- placement will be his offensive line coach
by the Ohio High School ¢ simply means getting  tion the week before this past Friday's sea-  and father, Dick.

Association for illegal practices used to the and hu-  son opener. The elder Kidwell is a legend,
during the week of the midity during activity. Ross and OHSAA officials discussed the having been named to the Ohio
season, to Ross officials. [ “During the first three days of  matter the day of the opener. It was decid- Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

It is believed that a ol coaching and practice, ed by OHSAA officials that Kidwell would Durhthhllmeu?oﬂu’hlhad
mmwmmum wear shirts, shorts, be to coach until further notice. coach, he went 174-50-3 with two state
plinary action taken. KIDWELL shoes,” the rule continues.  That meant he could coach in the open-

New OHSAA commissioner Dr. "Puhm‘gohmhdunllu cﬂmmmm. He had an overall record of 214-94-4 as a
Daniel Ross was to notify Ross athletic di- full-contact drills. On the fourth practice Little Giants fell 230 to TCC in Kid-  head coach
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Kidwell ‘not ashamed’

| is “not one bit" sorry for vi-

olat anOHBAArqull
ey ——

ably would to avoid the

ishment,” Kidwell um

his first comments on the

matter, “I got Fremont

Ross some bad A
“But I feel strongly

“| feel strongly about what | did. I'm not
ashamed of it. The fact of the matter is
that | am there to protect the kids in
any way possible. That's what | did."

— Ross coach Derek Kidwell

what I did,” he continued.
“I'm not ashamed of it, The
fact of the matter is that |

by the OHSAA for violating

mlellz.leenl'dlnltoa
from

%&nﬂm

Kldwell’s Little Giants
wore pads on the opening

dnyolpncuce which was

on Aug. 9.

KMwaM
the Little Giants until two
hours before Friday's kickof
with Toledo St. Francis. He
can talk to his players a half-

hour after the
He is ibited from
traveling with the mm or

attending the
Also as o(the
Ross {

ishment, dyn
program n placed
onprobnuon (romAug 25,
of in-
struction between June 1-Ju-
ly 31, 2005, will also be limit-
ed to five days instead of the
normal 10 contact days.

See KIDWELL, B3

Kidwell says he broke OHSAA rule to protect his players

Continued From B1

Kidwell said that he allowed his plaryers
to wear pads early during his
year stint at Hopewell Ioudon as well.

“I put pads on kids to geaotect them, so
they are healthy and stay healthy,” he said.
“I think the community will support us. We
didn’t cheat. I am not trying to get an up-
per hand.”

Kidwell chose not to scale down practices
to more conditioning-based drills during the
first few days

“You have to do the stuff that you do on
the football field in practice,” Kidwell said.
“It is blocking and form tackling and ev-
erytl else that is incorporated in the
game of football.

“In the summer, that’s when you do all

“I'm willing to take the one-
game suspension. | under-
stand it is a rule and that |
violated that rule. ... It's an
old rule that needs to be
reviewed and changed.”
— Ross coach Derek Kidwell

the conditioning,” he continued.

Kidwell said he understands and accepts
his punishment.

“I'm willing to take the one-game suspen-
sion,” he said. “I understand it is a rule and
that I violated that rule. ... It’s an old rule

that needs to be reviewed and changed.”

Kidwell said it is a regulation that coach-
es have attempted to alter for some time
now.

“The (Ohio Football Coaches Associa-
tion) has tried to have this rule changed be-
fore,” he said. “This has been approached
to the state before. There are very few
coaches out there who agree that you
should not have on.”

Kidwell said his players “were upset”
when he informed them of the suspen-
sion.

“I explained everything to them,” he said.
“We hav:hea a family concept. I want t:‘heem to
know t's going on. Hope! y use
itasa motlva%k::gl tool (on I-WXA

“I think they appreciate the fact that I

would do anything to protect them,” he con-
tinued.
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ST. FRANCIS 21,
ROSS 14

Better,
but not
enough

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

TOLEDO — Senior Cory Bowling
had been waiting for the opportunity
since he was a young boy.

Fremont Ross coach Derek Kid-
well informed Bowling early in the
week that he would start at running
. back at St. Francis on Friday after
Keith Williams injured his hand in
the Little Giants’ first game.

Bowling picked up the spare, run-
ning for 108 yards, but Toledo City
League favorite St. Francis defeated
Ross 21-14.

“Coach told me on Monday that
they needed me at running back
and all I could do was smile,” Bowl-
ing said. “I've wanted to be a run-
ning back at Ross since 1 was a kid.

See GIANT, B2




Giant improvement for Ross

Continued From B1

“I had doubts going against
one of the top teams in Northwest
Ohio, but after I broke that long
run I knew it was time to shine.”

Bowling’s 45-yard run down
the left sideline set the Giants
up at the 3-yard line. Kyle Cook
followed with a touchdown run
on the next play as Ross took a
7-6 lead with 1:54 remaining in
the third quarter.

“I'saw the hole and hit it,” Cook
said. “The line did a ood job.
They did a good job all mght 2

Adam Wilhelm maximized
his first catch of the season,
hauling in a 34-yard touchdown
from Aaron Opelt as the Giants
tied the game at 14-14 midway
through the fourth. Wilhelm
caught an underthrown ball af-
ter it was tipped by a St. Fran-
cis defender.

“I saw the ball was going to
be a little short,” Wilhelm said.
“I was either going to make the
catch or make the tackle at the
1(-yard line). It happened that
it bounced off his hands and I
caught it.”

Cook recovered a fumble to
set up Wilhelm’s score.

Brian Bingle scored the
game’s final touchdown for St.
Francis with 1:24 left.

On a night when first-year
coach Derek Kidwell was serv-
ing a one-game OHSAA suspen-
sion for a minor rules violation,
Wilhelm, Cook and Bowling,

three players who weren't on
the roster last season, made
significant contributions.

“\s'&;elglayed for Derek,” Bowl-

“He asked us to get him
a win. We cameupshort butl
think he’ll be really proud of us.”

Ohio High School Coach’s As-
sociation Hall of Famer Dick
Kidwell certainly was. He
coached the team on Friday.

“We made giant strides from
Week 1 to Week 2,” Kidwell said.
“The kids came in and focused.
That’s one of the best teams
we'll see.”

And, after viewing the Giants
first game on tape and shutting
them out 29-0 last year, St.
Francis coach Dick Cromwell
noticed an improvement.

“They’ve done a nice job,” he
said. “They spread it around
and ran it up the middle.”

Dick Kidwell said the team
now needs to believe in itself.

“We took a good team down
to the wire,” he said. “We had to
convinee ourselves we're a good
football team. Confidence
comes from winning.

“We convinced ourselves,
Now, we just have to win.”

Wilhelm said the Giants
showed they’ve taken steps in
the right direction following a
trying two-year span.

“We rallied together he said.
“We feel like we've taken a step
in the right direction. We have
another step to go — win.

“Hopefully that will come
next week.”



High School

St. Francis 21, Ross 14
Ross 0 07 7—14
St. Francis 0 6 8 7—21
SCORING SUMMARY
Second quarter

SF — Brandon Speweik 5 run (kick

failed).
Third quarter

R — Kyle Cook 3 run (Blair Ellen-
berger kick).

SF — Robert Garza 4 run (Jake Be-
ham pass to Jon Sheehan).
I Fourth quarter

R — Adam Wilhelm 34 pass from
Aaron Opelt (Ellenberger kick).

SF — Brian Bingle 11 run (Sean Davis

kick).
TEAM STATISTICS
R SF
Rushingyards .................. 126 190
Passingyards................... 109 75
Totalyards....................... 235 265
DA . e s Aeets 9-19 4-13

RUSHING: Ross — Corey Bowling
18-108. St. Francis — Robert Garza 33-
122.

Records: Ross 0-2, St. Francis 2-0.
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for different reasons.
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fans after a 56-7 loss to
Columbian last year.



TIFFIN COLUMBIAN 35, ROSS 13

Tornadoes brze to win

y,

Young Little Giants i ™

still learning tricks
to Kidwell’s offense

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

TIFFIN — New Fremont Ross
coach Derek Kidwell has referred
to his offense as basketball on
grass for its quick strikes and abil-
ity to rack up points.

So far, the only similarity be-
tween the two sports is that trav-
eling is uncommon. That’s travel-
ing as in moving the ball consis-
tently.

It took Hopewell-Loudon quar-
terback Jason Bodart four years as
the starter to master the nuances
of Kidwell's scheme.,

Aaron Opelt, Kidwell's signal
caller at Ross, has had three games.

The junior is trring to overcome
the tendency to leave the pocket
early to scramble and telegraph
his passes. O%elt showed improve-
ment in both areas, but Tiffin
Columbian defeated the Little Gi-
ants 35-13 on Friday at Tiffin
Columlbian. BN

Opelt completed 12 of 25 passes
for 178 yards and one score,

“He’s battling,” Kidwell said.
“He just needs to feel it under
game sihlx{atiggs. e

“It took Bodart until his senior -
year — that's when he took off.” |8 :

Opelt did give the routes of his
receivers’ more time to develop be-
fore trying to make something hap-
pen himself. News-Messenger/Ken Dumminger

FREMONT ROSS QUARTERBACK Aaron Opelt gets tackled in the Little Gi-
See TORNADOES, B2 ants’' 35-13 loss to Tiffin Columbian on Frigay.




Tornadoes blow by Little Giants

Continued From B1

Many of his 17 rushes (51
yards) came when he could have
held the ball a little longer to
make something happen down
field.

Only four of Opelt’s comple-
tions covered 10 or more yards
and only one went for more than
20, Adam Wilhelm caught his
second touchdown in two weeks,
grabbing a pass on a crossing
rout around his own 40 and rac-
ing up the middle untouched for
60 yards.

The play covered 88 yards.

Opelt has no qualms with his
offensive line.

“They’re awesome,” he said.
“It just all needs to fall into
place. They can’t do much better
— I have time. We need to capi-
talize. I missed a few open re-
ceivers for big yardage.”

The Giants (0-3) trailed only
14-7 at the half despite beginning
the game without starting
- linebackers Kyle Cook and Joe
Garza due to injury.

“That’s football,” Kidwell said
of his depleted squad. “You have
to fight through it but the way we
run our defense, those are our
horses.”

Ross  recovered  three
Columbian (2-1) fumbles in the
first half but could only capital-
ize with oné touchdown. Keith
Williams charged in from 1-yard
out late in the second quarter.

The Giants were also forced to

glay without starting running
ack Cory Bowling after only
five productive first-quarter car-
ries. Bowling rushed for 108
yards last week but left with an
injured ankle with 25 yards on
Friday.

“That took away our energy,”
Kidwell said of Bowling’s inj
“He ran hard his first couple
runs.

“It’s easy to prepare for no
running game.”

Coming off a loss to Clyde in.
Week 2, the Tornadoes started
Friday’s game like a whirlwind.
Quarterback Greg Kiser com-
pleted a 68-yard touchdown pass
to Josh Moore on his second
snap,

“We've gotten beat with play
action all three weeks,” Kidwell
said. “Every big play has been
on play action.”

Ross began the second half
with a three-and-out series and
Columbian responded with a
touchdown from Judd Lutz to go
up 21-7. Lutz added a 32-yard
scoring run in the third.

“Good teams answer the call
and take the momentum back,”
Kidwell said. “We have to stay
mentally focused.” '

Now, it's time for his Giants to,
come out swinging.

“I told the kids, anybody who
doesn't believe in the system can
turn their stuff in,” Kidwell said.
“We're going to win. It will take
time. It’s going to be a work in_
progress. We didn’t expect it to-
happen overnight.

L



Tiffin Columbian 35, Ross 13
Ross 0 7 0 6—13
Columbian 7 721 0—-35
SCORING SUMMARY
First quarter
TC — Greg Kiser 68 to Josh Moore (Matt
Hoffman kick) 11:15
Second quarter
TC — Frank Perna 1 run (Hoffman kick)
11:31
FR — Keith Williams 1 run (Blair Ellen-
berger kick) 2:55
Third quarter
TC — Judd Lutz 1 run (Hoffman kick)
7.49 '
TC — Lutz 32 run (Hoffman kick) 4:24
TC — Kiser 10 to Justin Reinbolt (Hoff-
- man kick) 2:48 .
' - Fourth quarter
. FR — Aaron Opelt 88 1o Adam Wilhelm
 (kick failed) 2:26

, TEAM STATISTICS

' R C

| FirstdOwns .............c.ce.... 10 12
Rushes-yards ............ 30-91  46-202
Passingyards............... 178 104
T I RSt wtoc st o hesh 269 306
Comp.-Att.-Int. ... 12-25-1 5-8-0
D N et soums N cvisesd 6 1
Fumbles-lost.................. 31 33
PO v it o 1

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING: Ross — Opelt 17-51, Cory
Bowling 5-25, Keith Williams 7-14, Aaron
Hinkle 1-1. Columbian — Perna 15-70,
Lutz 13-91, Kiser 8-28, Josh Perkins 2-
(-7), Tim Focht 2-3, Kyle Gilbert 2-(-4),
Greg Bishop 4-21.

PASSING: Ross — Opelt 12-25 —
178. Columbian Kiser 5-8 — 104,

RECEIVING: Ross — Mike Abbott 1-
6, Paul Hershey 4-51, Tyler Fligor 3-18,
Wilhelm 2-92, Rob Hall 1-6, Brett John-
son 1-5 Columbian — Josh Moore 168,
Derek Reinhart 1-17, Justin Reinbolt 3-




CLEVELAND BENEDICTINE 34, ROSS 26

Ross can’t close the door

Little Giants give
up 10-point lead to

defending champs

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

Charles Jones figures the Fre-
mont Ross offensive linemen
should dine on him in the near fu-
ture,

This despite a 34-26 loss to reign-
ing Division III state champion
and seventh-ranked Cleveland
Benedictine on Friday.

Jones rushed for 114 yards on 19
carries and the Little Giants main-
tained a 26-20 lead late into the
fourth quarter.

Jones wasted little time in demon-
strating to Benedictine that Ross
was not intimidated by the state
power. He ripped off a 19-yard run on
the Giants’ first offensive play and
- followed with a 29-yard burst up the
sideline on his next carry.

But Jones fumbled out of the end
zone just before crossing the goal
line. The two teams then ex-
changed punts before Corey Chest-
nutt recovered a fumble.

“I thought I had broke the
plane,” Jones said of his near-miss.
“Coach had an excellent game
plan. The line did an excellent job.

FREMONT ROSS'S Cody Ruiz fails to catch a pass late in the Little Giants' 34-26

News-Messenger/David Distelhorst

loss to reigning Division |1l state champion Cleveland Benedictine on Friday.

I think I'll be taking them out to
dinner next week.”

Bryan Burel capitalized on the
following series by pounding it m
fram the 1-yard line to give
70‘4:? - Opelt leted ard

on completed a 28-y
touchdown pass to Brett Johnson on
4th-and-9 to put Ross up 14-7 mid-
way through the second quarter.
Opelt lo rfect pass down the
right sideline or Johnson, who had

four catches for 77 yards.

The Giants then forced a three-
and-out series before Blair Ellen-
berger kicked a 27-yard field goal
for a 17-7 lead but Benedictine an-
swered with a one-play 79 yard
drive as Joe Laffey and Sam Ami-
don hooked up. Amidon had four
catches for 120 yards.

See GIANTS, B2




Giants stumble late in setback

Continued From B1

Ross drove to the 25 but couldn’t quite
get into field goal range as Opelt threw
an incompletion to end the half.

“We lost 10 points with the fumble and
missed o
Kidwell said. “I'll take the blame with
some bad play calling to end the first
half. If we get those 10 points it’s a dif-
ferent game.”

But it is still a game Ross can feel
ﬁreat about. Opelt opened the second-

alf scoring with a slithering 29-yard
touchdown run to make the score 23-14
early in the second half.

Opelt rushed for 39 yards and com-
pleted 12-0f-34 passes for 222 yards and
the one score. Opelt made good deci-
sions with the exception of his first of
two interceptions and showed impres-
sive poise.

“Aaron is getting more and more
comfortable,” Kidwell said. “He’s see-
ing more. His progression is what I
though it would be. It wasn’t going to
happen overnight.”

Opelt completed passes to eight dif-
ferent receivers, including a 36-yard
completion to Adam Wilhelm, a 53
yarder to Tyler Fligor and a 24 yarder
to Billy Boukissen in the first half alone.

“That’s what this offense is — find
the mismatches and take advantage,”
Kidwell said. “Aaron made some out-
standing reads in the first half.”

pportunity,” Giant coach Derek -

Justin Garcia intercepted a Laffey
pass and returned it to the Benedictine
3 to set up a 24-yard Ellenberger field
goal for the Giants’ final points.

“Garcia does a lot for us,” Kidwell
said. “He made a play.”

Jahmal Brown scored from the 7 to
pull Benedictine within six to end the
third quarter. Brown rushed for 154
yards and two touchdowns on 23 carries.

“Our defense stepped it up close to
the end of the third and took the mo-
mentum,” Brown said. “We took them a
little too lightly. This was a good wake-
up call for us.”

Benedictine snuck out of Fremont
with the victory after Laffey connected
with Chris Austin for a 10-yard touch-
down on 4th-and-7 with 4:41 remaining
in the game,

Kidwell isn’t interested in moral vic-
tories. But he certainly was encouraged
by the performance of his kids.

“I'm proud as head coach and the
community should be proud,” Kidwell
said. “If we get that effort at practice
and on Friday night we’ll be very
good. The kids should have their heads
up. They know we let a tough one get
away.

“The playoffs are shot but if we can
play with St. Francis and Benedictine,
I don’t see why we can’t make a run at
the league. We're hungry for a victory.
Once we get it we'll skyrocket. It will be
fg(xil and I hope a lot of people join the
ride.”



| quarter
| :g-gponam;ma 10:01
| ca—um7m(haw>

| 31

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
 RUSHING: Ross - Charles Jones 19
' 114, Opelt 8-39, Burel 4-6, Keith Willams
' 1-0 Benedictine — Brown 23-154, Austin
| 17-50, Laffey 3-1.
 PASSING: Ross — Opell 12-34 —
| 222, Benedictine Latley 7-14 — 161,
~ RECEIVING: Ross — Johnson 4-77,
' Seth Frasure 2-8, Cody Ruiz 1-18, Billy
| Boukissen 1-24, Tyler 1-53, Adam
| Wilhelm 1-36, Paul Hershey 1-8, Mike
~ Abbott 1-0. Benedictine — Amidon 4.
' 120, Gardiner 2-31, Austin 1-10.
~ Record: Ross 0-4, Benedictine 31,




ROSS 27, COLUMBUS ST. CHARLES 13

Reason to smile

News-Messenger/David Distelhorst

FREMONT ROSS coach Derek Kidwell looks on during the Little Giants' 27-13 win over visiting Columbus St. Charles on Friday. It was Kidwell's first win at the Ross helm

Dominant second half gets Little Giant coach all wet

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor

Aaron Opelt couldn’t help
it.

He took a couple peeks.

On a few occasions in the
closing minutes of Fremont
Ross’s 27-13 victory over vis-
iting Columbus St. Charles,
the Little Giants quarter-
back didn’t pay attention to
the play on the field while he
was on the sidelines.

He looked over his shoul-
der, catching a glimpse of the
raucous and packed home
stands at Harmon Stadium.

“I looked up there a couple
of times to see them on their
feet,” Opelt said. “It hasn't

“It means a lot to me for these kids. ... It's never about
myself. It's about these young individuals.”
— Fremont Ross coach Derek Kidwell

been like that for a couple of
years. It’s nice.”

Opelt threw for 221 yards
and a touchdown and ran in
the go-ahead score and Ross
outscored St. Charles 20-0 in
a dominant second half to
give coach Derek Kidwell his
first victory at the Little Gi-
ant helm.

It was also the first home
win for many of the Little Gi-
ants. Their only victory last

season was on the road at Li-
ma Senior.

Anthony Brown had a
touchdown run and Blair El-
lenberger capped off the
game’s scoring with his sec-
ond field goal of the contest
with 3:23 remaining.

About two minutes later,
the Little Giants gave Kid-
well a victory shower.

“I'll take it,” Kidwell said.
“I usually sniff it out. I

haven’t gotten this wet be-
fore, but I'll live with it.”

The win certainly brought
a smile to Kidwell’s face, but
it was more special to him to
see his players enjoying
themselves

“It means a lot to me for
these ‘kids,” Kidwell said
“We are going to win a whole
lot of games here in Fre-
mont, whether people believe
it or not. It's not about the

Derek Kidwell show. It’s nev-
er about myself. It's about
these young individuals.

“That’s what you coach for
— to see these kids smiling,”
Kidwell continued

St. Charles running back
Walter Williams was the one
smiling in the first half

He had 124 yards rushing
before halftime — and even
had runs of 56 and 46 yards
wiped out because of penal-
ties

Williams had a 37-yard gain
to help set up Nathaniel
McGill’s 1-yard plunge with
one second left in the first half

See LITTLE GIANTS, B2
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ABOVE, FREMONT ROSS senior Seth Frasure runs for yards in the Little Giants' 27-13 victory over Columbus St. Charles on Friday.
Below, Cory Bowling runs past St. Charles' Thomas Vaccaro. The Little Giants outscored St. Charles 20-0 in the second half.

Little Giants get first victory of year

Continued From B1

That gave the Cardinals (1-4) a 13-7
lead at the break.

They outgained Ross 187-104 in the
first half. And 33 yards of the Little Gi-
ants’ total came on a touchdown pass
from Opelt to Adam Wilhelm.

In the second half, though, Ross (1-
4) held Williams to just 18 yards and
the Cardinals to just 26 yards as a
team.

Ross, meanwhile, had 196 second-
half yards to finish with 300 for the
game.

“We just challenged them (at half-
time),” Kidwell said. “We said, ‘Step up
and be the men you want to be, and
we’ll win.' And that’s what our kids
did.”

Said St. Charles coach Jeff Liebert:
“We just never got started in the sec-
ond half. It was frustrating, disap-
pointing.”

Ross drove down to the St. Charles
9-yard line to open the second half.
Opelt, though, was sacked for a 15-yard
loss on third down.

Ellenberger drilled a 41-yard field
goal to pull the Little Giants within 13-

10 just 3:36 into the third quarter.
Ross pulled ahead for good on a 9-
yard option keeper by Opelt with 1:41
left in the frame.
And once the Little -Giants got
ahead, they stayed ahead. They had

leads late in losses to Toledo St. Fran-
cis and Cleveland Benedictine earlier
this season.

“That’s a sign of kids being re-
silient,” Kidwell said. “They are
tired of coming up on the short end
of the stick. They did what they had
to do.”

The Little Giants added to their lead
with a picture-perfect drive early in
the fourth quarter.

They drove 71 yards on six plays and
a pass-interference penalty. Opelt, who
finished 12-0f-22, had strikes of 25 and
35 yards to Paul Hershey and Brett
Johnson, respectively, on back-to-back
throws in the series.

Brown ran the final 10 yards on two
carries for the score.

The fullback’s 4-yard touchdown run
gave Ross a 24-13 lead with 7:12 left in
the game.

Ellenberger’s 31-yard field goal in
the closing minutes gave the Little Gi-
ants their most points in a game since
Week 10 of the 2000 season.

That's about when Opelt started
catching glimpses of the cheering fans.

“This is awesome,” Opelt said. “It’s
hard to explain.”

His smile said it all.
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142; Kaltenecker 5-3, Frash 4-(-33),

Larimer 6-37, McGill 3-2. Ross:

936, Jones 4-3, Opelt 14-18, Frasure 2-

9, Brown 3-13
PASSING ~ St. Charles: Frash 9-16-

1-59. Ross: 12-22-0-221.
ucuw%”—“& Charles: Kuppich 2-
19, Kaltenecker 1.2, Kelleher 1.9,
McJoynt-Griffith 1-(-5), Williams. 1.9,
Michalec 3-25. Ross: 3-69, Fra-
sure 1410, Fligor 2-15, 3-61,
?guklmnm , Johnson 1-35, Hall 1-
Records — St. Charles 1-4, Ross 1-4




LARRY JACKSON, a Fremont Ross graduate, is in his 20th season as the public address announcer for the Little Giant football team.

Jackson has seen a lot in 20 years behind mike

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

Shortly after Art Bucci took
over as athletic director, Fre-
mont Ross almost did the
community a severe disser-
vice.

It would not have been Buc-
ci’s fault, but he may have still
had trouble living it down.

The Little Giants were
about to jettison public ad-
dress announcer and superfan
Larry Jackson.

“I called to ask if he was
coming back, and he said he'd
gollen a letter saying we

idn’t want him back,” Bucci
said, “Somebody indicated we
didn’t need his services. We
had no idea who did it.
There's no way we’d do that.

“I don’t know what Larry
would do without Fremont,”
Bucci continued, “and I sure
don’t want to know what we'd
do without Larry Jackson.”

Jackson is currently in his
20th year as the announcer for
football.

And while it’s possible you
wouldn’t recognize Jackson
these days as he’s shed 54
pounds since May, his voice
remains an unwavering con-
stant in the community.

Jackson has seen the Little
Giants in good times, includ-
ing unbeaten regular-season
campaigns and a Mr. Ohio in

-
“| don’t know what Larry would do without

Fremont, and | sure don’t want to know
what we'd do without Larry Jackson.”

— Fremont Ross athletic director Art Bucci

Charles Woodson.

And he’s been there for lean
times like the last few years.

Jackson, who graduated
from Ross in 1966, said that
this past Friday’s victory over
Columbus St. Charles stands
out in his mind.

“After not winning a home
game in almost three years,
watching the fans give those
kids a standing ovation and
not leaving, even from the
press box that was great,” he
said. “There have been so
many memories — Charles,
Aaron (Opelt) breaking the
passing record. I have seen so
many things in 20 years, and
Friday was certainly one of
them.”

Jackson said the hiring of
Derek Kidwell as footbal
coach was an excellent deci-
sion.

“Since he's been here, I've
watched these kids get so ex-
cited about football again,”
Jackson said. “And not just at
the high school. These kids
are enthusiastic — there are

80 kids out. I think it was a
great choice and will be a
great choice for a long time. I
think the whole community
supports him.”

The upcoming boys basket-
ball season will be Jackson’s
21st as the PA announcer. He
said Woodson likely could
have continued playing bas-
ketball at the next level in-
stead of winning the Heisman
Trophy at Michigan if he had
the desire to do so.

“He’s probably the greatest
athlete I've ever seen,” Jack-
son said. “He was almost just
as good at basketball. I saw
him do some incredible things
on the basketball floor.”

But a player’s talent level is
of absolutely no importance to

Jackson. He seems to genuine-

ly love each athlete who
comes through the program
and sincerely enjoys building
warm relationships with
them.

“I like getting to talk to the
kids,” he said. “I enjoy going
down before games to talk to

‘Giant voice

the kids, and then watching
them play is just great. It's all
about watching them play and
watching them succeed. I've
met a lot of great people in 20
years.”

And Jackson, who has
missed only five football
games — home or road —
since 1960, gives no indication
the end is in sight.

Marion Harding, this week’s
opponent, was actually Ross'’s
foe for Jackson's first game in
1984 before he took the job full
time in 1985.

“I don’t have any real plans
of stopping,” he said.

“I definitely hope to broad-
cast the first game at the new
stadium. As long as I'm excit-
ed, and I don’t think that
won't be the case any time
soon, I expect I'll be at Ross
for a while.”

So does Bucci, who said that
Jackson follows a methodical
routine before each game. His
ritual includes telling the Lit-
tle Giants that they are about
to win the ensuing contest.

He has already told some of
the Ross players of an immi-
nent victory on Friday.

“I told some of them we
were going to beat Marion
Harding,” he said. “I tell them
we're going to win every Fri-
day. The last few years it may
not have been so believable.
Now, they believe it.”




celed at ha because of in-
clement weather. Last week,
Ross topped St. Charles for the
first win in the Derek Kidwell
Era. The Little Giants dominat-

a GBC-best 901 yards. He is 50-of-
115 with four touchdowns and six
interceptions. The Little Giants’
defense, which will be
severely tested against Marion,
is second-to-worst in the GBC,
allowing 202.6 yards a game.
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ROSS 21, MARION HARDING 14

‘We’re back’

FREMONT ROSS'S Seth Frasure returns an interception 12 yards for the game-winning touchdown in the Little Giants' 21-14 victory over Marion Harding on Friday.

Little Giants shockingly impeach the GBC's Presidents

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor

Following Fremont Ross’s
stunning 21-14 victory over
state-ranked Marion Hard-
ing on Friday, one phrase —
one wonderful phrase to the
ears of the ecstatic Little Gi-
ants fans, players and offi-
cials — reverberated at Har-
mon Stadium.

“We're back,” said Ross
senior Joe Diller.

Seth Frasure intercepted a
half-back pass and returned
it 12 yards for the game-
clinching score in the fourth
quarter as the Little Giants
shocked the Presidents, the
defending Greater Buckeye

“This shows how good we can really be. This is a big-time

turning point for us”

- Fremont Ross senior Joe Diller

Conference champions who
were ranked No. 10 in Divi-
sion I in the Associated
Press poll and seventh in the
computer rankings

“This shows how good we
can really be,” Diller said.
“This is a big-time turning
point for us.”

With the biggest victory
since maybe the 1997 season
~— in which Diller’s brother
Andrew played on the play-

off-bound Little Giants
Ross improved to 24 overall
and 1-0 in the conference

“We don’t have any harder
opponents left on our sched-
ule, so I can see us winning
out,” Diller said, “We are def-
initely in the driver’s seat in
the league.”

First-year coach Derek
Kidwell’s squad has already
doubled its win total of one
from the previous two-sea-

son span. Ross, which topped
Columbus St. Charles last
\\'U(‘k. won consecutive
games for the first time
since Weeks 9 and 10 of the
2001 season.

It was the second straight
heartbreaking setback for
Harding (4-2, 0-1), which lost
21-19 to Westerville South
last week.

Frasure’s incredible play
was certainly the highlight

of the Little Giants’ big vic-
tory.

On third-and-13 from the
Harding 17-yard line, quar-
terback Aaron Pitts pitched
the ball right to Bryson Fag-
gs.

Faggs tried to pass the
ball back to the left side of
the field to Pitts, but Frasure
read the play perfectly and
made a great leaping catch

Frasure sprinted into the
right corner of the end zone
untouched with 6:50 left in
the game, holding the ball
high above his head in cele-
bration.

See LITTLE GIANTS, B2




FREMONT
ROSS quarter-
back Aaron
Opelt tries to
ward off
Marion
Harding's Nick
Padgett during
the Little
Giants' 21-14
victory over
the state-
ranked Presi-
dents in the
Greater Buck-
eye Confer-
ence opener
for both teams
on Friday.
Opelt threw for
177 yards and
a touchdown in
the victory.
Ross, which
beat Columbus
St. Charles last
week, won
consecutive
games for the
first time since
Weeks 9 and
10 of the 2001
season,

ger/David Di

Little Giants surprise reigning GBC champs

Continued From B1

“I'had to do that,” Frasure said of the
minor showing of jubilation. “You know
you want to celebrate more, but you
can't do it.

“We have been waiting all year for a
cornerback to come up with an inter-
ception for a touchdown,” he continued.

It was great timing for the Little Gi-
ants.

“I stayed on the backside because
when (Pitts) pitched it to (Faggs), he
didn’t come up,” Frasure said. “He kept
going horizontally instead of vertically.
I knew there had to be something com-
ing. Two linemen pulled forward. I just
stayed back, and I baited it.”

Said Kidwell: “That’s preparation. That
is breaking down film and the kids paying
attention during the week. He read his
keys and stayed home. And he made a play
that he was supposed to make.”

Harding coach John Brady blamed
himself for the “stupid” call — and the
Presidents’ setback.

“I lost the game for this team, not
them,” Brady said. “We were doing fine
driving the ball and pounding it, and
then I got stupid and threw a trick play.
That is all my fault — no one else’s.
That was a horrible call down there.”

On Marion’s next possession, the
Presidents moved the ball down to the
Little Giants’ 10-yard line

Pitts, though, threw an incomplete
pass on second down. On third-and-sev-
en from the 10, Faggs was stopped for
no gain by Joe Garza

Pitts’ fourth-down pass went through
receiver Tommy Conley’s hands in the
back of the end zone with 1:50 left in the
game.

Marion forced the Little Giants to go

three-and-out and got the ball back on
the Ross 41 with 56 seconds left.

Robbie Hall, though, sealed the victory
with his second interception of the game
— a diving catch with 31 seconds left.

Ross quarterback Aaron Opelt took a
knee, and the fans at packed Harmon
Stadium went crazy.

“It’s exciting to see the fans get be-
hind us and support us,” Kidwell said.
“The community deserves this. It’s not
just the football team. It’s the commu-
nity, too.

“They were on hard times, and they
need to get some life back in them,” he
continued. “And it's neat to see them re-
sponding to what we put on the field and
our kids responding to them. It works
hand and hand.”

Faggs, who finished with 173 yards
rushing, opened the game’s scoring
with a 68-yard jaunt on Harding’s open-
ing drive.

The Little Giants, though, answered.

After a 34-yard kickoff return by Cory
Clayton, they marched 49 yards on 11
plays in 5:07 to tie the game.

Goalline fullback Bryan Burel
plunged in from 1 yard out to make it 7-
7 with 5:05 left in the first quarter.

“I think it shows a lot of character on
our kids’ part,” Kidwell said. “One long
run early in the game, and we could
have folded down and given up, but we
didn’t. We came back and got an an-

swer offensively.”

Opelt hit Brett Johnson on a picture-
perfect fade pass in the right corner of
the end zone to put Ross ahead 14-7 with
11:40 left in the second quarter.

Opelt was 4-of-5 for 64 yards on the
drive. The junior, who completed seven
consecutive passes in one stretch, fin-
ished 12-0f-25 for 177 yards.

He threw two interceptions to Hard-

ing's Phillip Shepherd. One was on the
Little Giants’ opening series of the game
on a deflected pass. The other was late
in the third quarter when he fired the
ball 30-some yards into the end zone af-
ter scrambling for a few seconds.

“I thought Aaron managed the game
very well,” Kidwell said. “He tried to
make a play on the (second) interception,
and I don’t have a problem with that. The
first one got tipped. I thought he did a
good job of keeping our offense in it.”

Opelt found Frasure four times for 66
yards. Frasure helped setup the Opelt-
Johnson connection with a beautiful,
leaping 23-yard catch across the middle.

“I'was pleased with the way he played
offensively,” Kidwell said of Frasure.
“He went up and got the ball and was
very aggressive.

“It was nice to see him coming out of
his shell and playing good football for
us,” Kidwell continued. “We are going
to need him down the road.”

Harding tied the game at 14 on Fag-
gs' 36-yard touchdown with 7:51 left in
the third quarter.

Frasure’s interception, though, im-
peached the Presidents.

Kidwell is certainly pleased with the
progress of his Little Giants in the re-
cent two games of his initial campaign.

“We didn’t come over here to be com-
petitive or improve, we came over here
to win,” Kidwell said. “And our kids are
finally believing that. Tonight, was a
huge step in the right direction, knock-
ing off the defending league champ.”

Kidwell, though, wouldn’t actually
say the phrase — “We’re back” — that
was being repeated after the shocker.

“That will be answered later in the
season,” he said. “But I guarantee that
teams are not going to look at us and
chalk us up as an easy victory anymore.”




High School Boys

Ross 21, Marion Harding 14

Marion - ol A — 14
Ross N S M X F
SCORING SUMMARY
First quarter

Marion — Faggs 68 run (Drollinger
kick), 10:12
Ross — Burel 1 run (Ellenberger kick),
5:05
Second quarter
Ross — Johnson 5 pass from Opelt
(Ellenberger kick), 11:40
Third quarter
Marion — Faggs 36 run (Drollinger
kick), 7:51
Fourth quarter
Ross — Frasure 12 interception return
(Ellenberger kick), 6:50

TEAM STATISTICS
Marion Ross
Firstdowns ...............cceoevn... 4 15
Rushes-Yards ............. 31-202 34-106
Passingyards .................. 61 177
TOMIYRIIB <. octcinsssyrisenronss 263 283
Comp-Att-int 7-18-3 ..12-25-2
Fumbles-Lost................... 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards............... 5-54 9-75
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — Ross: Bowling 21-78,
Opelt 10-23, Burel 3-5; Marion — Faggs
27-173, Slater 3-16, Pitts 1-13

PASSING — Ross: Opelt 12-25-2-177;
Marion; Pitts 7-17-1-61, Faggs 0-1-1-0.

RECEIVING — Ross: Frasure 4-66,

3-35, Abbott 1-25, Johnson 3-
39, Wilhelm 1-12; Marion — Harraman
2-16, Jackson 2-17, Shepherd 2-19, Fag-
gs 1-9.

Records - Ross 2-4 (1-0 GBC); Mar-
jon 4-2 (0-1).




“(Coach Derek Kidwell) specified patience all season. It takes reps.

FIRST-YEAR FREMONT ROSS coach Derek Kidwell has the Little Giants on a two-game winning streak.

Talk of the town

Little Giants
creating big
stir recently

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

Consider Seth Frasure ac-
climated to Division I football.

And consider him a mem-
ber of a giant family.

The defensive back/wide
receiver, who transferred
from St. Joseph Central
Catholic to Fremont Ross for
this year, returned an inter-
ception 12 yards for a touch-
down and a second consecu-
tive victory for the Little Gi-
ants this past Friday.

“That’s the kind of thing
you dream about as a foot-
ball player,” Frasure said.
“You are almost in shock. I
just did what I was coached
to do, but it does give me a
confidence boost with every-
body talking about it.”

We're really close to reaching our potential.”

- Fremont Ross senior Seth Frasure

More preps, Page B3

m Preview capsules of every football game involving area teams.
m Clyde tennis team finishes second in Sandusky Bay Conference.

In fact, with the two
straight wins — including
Friday’s 21-14 decision over
state-ranked Greater Buck-
eye Conference counterpart
Marion Harding — the Little
Giants are undoubtedly a
topic of conversion around
town — and possibly Ohio —
for a multitude of reasons.

And, unlike the recent
past, the banter is certainly
all positive as confidence
has been instilled in the en-
tire team.

First-year Ross coach
Derek Kidwell has officially
put his stamp on the pro-
gram. The Little Giants are
learning to play a new brand
of football — together — and
the transformation is far
from being based solely on
the fact that Kidwell likes to
deploy an empty backfield.

Kidwell said Ross’s suc-

cess stems directly from
what the group does leading
up to Friday.

“They don’t need to say
anything,” Kidwell said of
the apparent change in the
squad’s mentality. “You can
tell by their attitudes and ef-
fort. They're having fun.
They're smiling a lot. We've
become a good practice
team, and if you practice
well you play well.

“The kids have bought into
the system and are seeing
the benefits. It's nice to play
meaningful football games
in October.”

Starting quarterback
Aaron Opelt appreciates the
freedom to make decisions in
Kidwell’s offense,

“It’s all us on Friday,” he
said. “The coaches can’t put
uniforms on and play for us.
We are well-coached to go

News-Messenger/David Distelhorst

out on Friday. When we get
out there, it's our game. [
have a lot more freedom. I
can adjust out there. Last
year, when a play was sent
out, that was the play that
was run. We have a lot of in-
dependence.”

Kidwell has been pleased
with Opelt's development.

“He has to feel comfort-
able,” Kidwell said. “It's a
growing process. He looks
more and more comfortable
each week. It's not a one-
man show. The line has to
protect and the backs have
to pick up the blitz. He has-
n't forced the issue recently.
He’s letting it come to him.”

said that patience is
a theme Kidwell has attempted
to drive home all year.

“He told us it wouldn't
happen overnight,” Frasure
said of Kidwell’s scheme
clicking. “He specified pa-
tience all season, It takes
reps. We're really close to
reaching our potential.”

See ROSS, B3




Ross owns
two-game
win streak

Continued From B1

Frasure said he noticed a dif-
ference in the offensive unit in
the 27-13 victory over Columbus
St. Charles.

“We came together on offense
and defense,” he said. “The de-
fense got the offense on the
field to show people what we
had, and the offense kept the
defense off the field. The wide
receivers are getting really
comfortable.”

. That includes Brett Johnson
— who hadn’t played football
since the ninth grade but has
evolved into one of Opelt’s fa-
vorite targets — Adam Wilhelm,
:ohp?l is newg) tl:rleHspon. and

omore Paul Hershey.

Kidwell said Johnson and
Opelt have already forged a
comfort zone and Wilhelm has
actually pined for — and re-
ceived — an expanded role.

“(Johnson) has been making
some big-time plays. He’s one of
our go-to receivers,” Kidwell
said. “He’s made catches when
we needed them. We knew (Wil-
helm’s) speed all along, it was
just a matter of getting comfort-
able. He came and told the
coaches he would take a hit. We
knew then he'd do anything for

us.

Now, the Little Giants want to
continue feasting on GBC foes
and stand alone in the confer-
ence.

They have already defeated
the preseason favorite and trav-
el to Napoleon (6-0, 1-0) on Fri-

day.

gut, in order to continue on
their current path, the Little Gi-
ants will have to shore up their
nl:?deé%meﬂehnum' inate bi
p! m their opposition. Leg-
emﬁry assistant coach Dick Kid-
well has told his players that
each gans will include ll:“we mo-
mentum altering big plays —
and Ross would ob:ngoml;s like
each of the five to work in its fa-

VOr.
e
see his running supple-
ment the aerial attack wit‘l?gt
least 100 yards per contest.
And he wants to see a road
victory.
“We are confident we can win

the GBC with this of kids.
We haven't %
," he said. “To be a good foot-

team you have to hop on a
bus, leave Fremont and win on
the road.”

The giant family’s next oppor-
tunity to prove a bit more;m.p.'ilo
come on Friday.




NAPOLEON 25, ROSS 14

Slow start dooms Ross

Unbeaten Wildcats
jump ahead 18-0,

hold on for victory
By RYAN AUTULLO

News-Messenger correspondent

It had the makings of a coming
out party.

Fremont Ross, coming off last
week’s upset victory over state-
ranked Marion Harding, needed a
little more validation. A win over
unbeaten Napoleon would have
given Ross the inside track to the
Greater Buckeye Conference
championship.

Unfortunately for the Little Gi-
ants, they arrived casually late to
their own fiesta on the way to a 25-
14 setback on Friday.

With 4:50 left in the first half,
quarterback Aaron Opelt threw a
strike to Paul Hershey for a 13-yard
gain and a fresh set of downs.

The completion was bittersweet
as it was Opelt’s first of the night,
as well as the team’s initial first
down.

“We came out extremely flat in
the first half,” said first-year Ross
coach Derek Kidwell. “And you

can’t do that in a championship-
caliber game.”

The Little Giants barely had
time to make their rounds, and the
game had already begun to spell
trouble.

Ross’s Cory Clayton fumbled on
the kickoff following Zack Kruse's
8-yard reverse touchdown run.

The Wildcats took control and
marched down to the Little Giant

News- MnungorIKon Dummlngof
NAPOLEON RUNNING back Brad Weaver is surrounded by Fremont Ross de-
fenders on Friday. Weaver ran for 118 yards in the Wildcats’ 25-14 win.

2-yard line, However, they were
forced to settle for a field goal,
making the score 10-0 with 35 sec-
onds left in the first quarter.
Napoleon went for the knock-out
blow on its next series.
ck Todd

On third-and-6, quarterbay
Small’s play-action didn’t fool anyone
ially the Ross secondary.

See GIANTS, B2




Giants stumble against Wildcats :

Continued From B1

improvised, however, and ran 37
ﬁne down to the Little Giant 17-yard
He found Kruse for a score and an
18-0 lead two plays later.
“The key was our play-action passing,”
B pled i B s
Snoad was mga:fsmn three finalists for
the vacant Ross job, won by Kidwell
the off-season. Snoad down-
pla the fact after the game,
not to take anything away from the ef-
fort of his players.
Ross (2-5) came storming back from
On}:\‘?lﬂa-am-s Opelt and Hershey
e
hooked up for 7 yards to move the
sticks. On the next play, Opelt found
Brettar.;ohnsondownthesidelinem for a
24- co aet% up at
Napoleon'sﬂs‘-eyban negated,Opel
at were t
hxtnslemtl‘mgrasure on a fourth down, 4-
yard slant for the Giants’ first score.
Frasure wasn't finished.
On the ensuing drive, he made a

spectacular that
just barely in his Lo
Ross inonthemomentum
'l‘henext It rifled a pass to
pmuhehndownthe

Ross sideline. Wilhelm, who was a dou- >
ble state placer in track last spring, out- °
ran the Wildcat defender for an 85-yard «
touchdown reception to cut the
Napoleon lead to 18-14. )
a%):lt was 12-0f-33 on the night for 224 -
including 112 to Wilhelm. f
The momentum shifter may have had - /
dewellalittletooconﬁdentasheopt
ed against punting on fourth-and-1 at *
the Little Giant 39-yard line.
Opelt was stuﬂed on a botched play,
resulting in a turnover on downs,
mmis:ghnszm butKidwellbacknd

"Itoldthe athalf-tirmthatthe
“My fullback didn' i the right oy -
“ y vtnm

Bad turned worse with 3: ngpla&e

On Ross’s first play of a drive, '
ClmrlesJoneslostﬂ\ehaMIeonapnd:
from Opelt and Napoleon recovered.

“lgavemyback—upnmnmgbackan-
mﬂmﬁty,axdhelostmerock Kid-

'lbddSmllramtmfmmzyardslat-
er in the drive on fourth down for the
gamestinalscore.

Ross Bm
in the game

motherlastweekendinaauto-
mobﬂeaccldent

Heﬁnﬂledwithmym'dsmnm



High School Boys

Napoloon 25, Ross 14
0 4 00— 14
Nupoloon 10 8 0 7—- 25
SCORING SUMMARY
First quarter
N — Kruse 8 run (Gilson kick).
N — Gilson 20-yard field goal.
Second quarter
N — Kuse 14 pass from Small (Small
run).
R — Seth Frasure 4 pass from Aaron
Opelt (kick good).
R — Adam Wilhelm 84 pass from Opelt
(kick good).

Fourth quarter
N — Small 2 run (Gilson kick).
TEAM STATISTICS

R N
Firstdowns...........ccoceevivvnnenns 8 12
Rushes-yards........... 02132 49-249
Passing yards .................... 217 73
Total yards.... ..249 322
Comp.-Att. N 12340 6-12-2
Fumbles-lost ...................... 2-2 4-0
Penalties-yards ............... 543  4-40,

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING: Napoleon — Weaver 24-
17

Records: Napoleon 7-0 (2-0 GBC),
Ross 2-5 (1-1 GBC).




FREMONT ROSS'S Adam Wilhelm runs for yards in the Little Giants' 15-6 victory over Lima Senior on Friday.

Playing with purpose, Bowling helps lead Little Giants to win

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor
Everything is for mom,
Every carry. Every yard.
Every first down.
And es-
pecially ev-
ery victo-

ry.

“I'm do-
ing this all
for her,”
Fremont
Ross  se-
nior Cory
Bowling
.said  on
Friday after the Little Giants
beat visiting Lima Senior 15-
6 — the first victory since a
fatal car accident claimed
his mother Tabitha Jones on
Oct. 3.

“I wanted to win this for

BOWLING

“I'm extremely proud of the kid. ... He has definitely dealt
with adversity in a positive way.”
— Fremont Ross coach Derek Kidwell on Cory Bowling

her really bad,” he contin-
ued. “My mom wanted me to
do this. ... This feels good.”

Bowling rushed for 107
yards on 28 carries and quar-
terback Aaron Opelt threw
for 177 yards and two touch-
downs as Ross improved to 3-
5 overall and 2-1 in the
Greater Buckeye Confer-
ence.

“I'm extremely proud of
the kid,” Ross coach Derek
Kidwell said of Bowling. “A
lot of kids, you don’t know
how they would react from

that. He has definitely dealt
with adversity in a positive

y.

The Little Giants held Li-
ma Senior (44, 0-3) to just
148 yards of offense as they
rebounded from last week’s
loss to Napoleon and stayed
alive in the conference
race.

Ross is one game behind
Napoleon and Findlay,
where the Little Giants trav-
el to on Friday.

“We needed this one really
bad,” said Bowling, who un-

believably played against
Napoleon on the day after
his mother’s funeral. “We
needed this win to win the
other games, to build mo-
mentum.”

The miserably sloppy con-
ditions at Harmon Stadium
were apparent on the game’s
first play.

Lima’s Ted Stepleton tried
to retrieve the opening kick-
off from Blair Ellenberger at
his own 6-yard line. Stepleton
dropped the kickoff and
quickly picked it up, but he

Ni M David Di

struggled to regain his foot-

ing.

Ross’s Billy Boukissen
tackled him at the 4-yard
line.

Three plays later, Ross’s
Corey Chestnutt sacked
quarterback Michael Mack-
lin in the end zone for a safe-

ty.

The Little Giants led 20
just 1:40 into the game, and
they never looked back.

“That is always tough,” Li-
ma coach Rick Vaughn said.
“Field position is very key in
a game like this.”

Opelt, who finished 10-of-
27, hit Adam Wilhelm for a
30-yard scoring strike to put
Ross ahead 9-0 with 3:04 left
in the first quarter.

See STELLAR, B2




News-Messenger/David Distelhorst
FREMONT ROSS quarterback Aaron Opelt dives for yards in the Little Gi-
ants’ 15-6 victory over Lima Senior on Friday. Opelt, who threw for 177 yards
and two touchdowns, helped Ross improve to 3-5 overall

Stellar defensive effort helps lift Giants

Continued From B1

very well,” he continued.
“Off ly, we have to clean

It then put Ross up 150
w&:’hm'ﬂ?m

Frasure for a Or:d touchdown
with 2:51 left in the first half.
Lima the game's scor-
ing with a diving 22-yard by
Marlon fi i

Just 275 yards of total offense.

“I'll take it for the kids,” said
Kidwell, a former assistant
coach at Lima Senior. “They
haven't experienced this much.
A win is a win,

“Defensively, 1 thought we

some things up. The weather

Bowling opened the se-

iz

it
4
g

g



High School Boys

FRoss 15, Lima Senior 6
Lima 0 6 0 0 - 6
Hoss 9 6 0 0 — 15
SCORING SUMMARY
First quarter

Ross — Corey Chestnutt safety. 10:20

Ross — Adam Wilhelm 30 pass from
Aaron Opelt (Elienberger kick), 3:04

Second quarter

Hoss — Seth Frasure 63 pass from
Aaron Opelt (kick falled), 2:51

Lima - Marlon Godsey 22 pass from
Michae! Macklin (run failed), 0.20

TEAM STATISTICS

Lima Ross
Fitst QOWIM i fouy i sisrintess oD 12
Rushes-Yards........ .......28-67 42-98
Passingyards ... ..............81 177
Total yards ........o..ovoic i, 148 275
Comp-Attdnt.. . ...5-14-1 10-28-1
Funbiosdost .. . ... 41 4-1
Penatties-Yards. . ..........640., 7-80

INDIVIDUAL STA

RUSHING Lima — James Allison 9-36.
Mich:o! Macklin 12-39, Earmon Hender-
son 1-( 1) Malcom Keith 5-(-4), Matt Beg-
gin 1s(-3) Aoss — Cory Bowling 28-107.

w 10-{ 21). Keith Williams 2-5,
K 2-7

| : Lima — Matt Beggin 0-3-0-
@, Michael Mackiin 5-11-1-81, Ross —
“Aaron Opett 10-27 1.t77:KybCook0-jj

e




ROSS 30,
FINDLAY 14

Ross rolls
by Findlay
on the road

By RYAN AUTULLO

News-Messenger correspondent

FINDLAY — Joe Hershey had a
message for anyone willing to listen
:rllgg‘he sidelines at Findlay on Friday

ight.

‘During a first-quarter timeout, the
longtime Fremont Ross athletic
trainer known to many simply as
“Doc” repeated the phrase, “Throw
the ball to No. 13.” :

Hershey’s opinion may have been
slightly biased, but the doctor got
what he ordered.

On fourth-and-3, Hershey's son
Paul reeled in a 28-yard pass from
quarterback Aaron Opelt for the
game’s first score and helped set the
tone for a decisive 30-14 road victory.

“He’s one of my biggest fans,” Paul
}ler§hey said. “He’s always cheer-

lngIt;laybe Joe Hershey should have
stopped the bleeding for Findlay.




Continued From B1

The Little Giants scored on
their next three possessions as
well, taking a 27-0 half-time lead
over the Trojans. Blair Ellen-
berger’s 24-yard field goal re-
sulted in the only second-half
points for Ross.

“That was our best first half of
the season,” said first-year Ross
coach Derek Kidwell, “We had a
nice mix of running and passing.
We had success on first-down,
and I think that was the key
tonight.”

Opelt orchestrated the high-
powered offense flawlessly. The
junior threw for 235 yards on 15-
of-28 passing. He also rushed
nine times for 63 yards, includ-
ing a score from 12 yards out
with 1:21 left in the first half.

“This game, I was a little bit
smarter when I got pressured,”
Opelt said. “The receivers were
getting open, and I was hitting
them.”

Ross, which improved to 4-5
overall and 3-1 in the Greater
Buckeye Conference, was em-
barrassed by the Trojans last
year in a 70-20 drubbing at Har-
mon Stadium.

But this isn’t your older broth-
er’s team.

This year’s version has an in-
ner arrogance to them, one that
almost became detrimental.

The Little Giants were
d\:rafed with three first-half per-
sonal fouls, prompting a lecture
from the officials.

“We have a little swagger,”
said Kidwell, who certainly
shares the same demeanor of
his squad. “I want that, but
there’s a fine line. The officials
did an excellent job of cleaning

itup.”

Findlay fell to 3-6, snapping a
three game winning streak that
put them in a tie with Napoleon
atop the GBC standings.

Napoleon topped Marion
Harding 21-0 on Friday to move
into first place by itself.

On the possession following
Hershey's touchdown, Opelt led
Ross on a 92-yard scoring drive
capped by a 2-yard touchdown
by back-up running back Antho-
ny Brown.

Brown's predecessor, Cory
Bowling, cashed in on the next
drive from 5 yards out to up the
lead to 20-0. Bowling, who has
been driven by the death of his
mother earlier this month, fin-
ished with 105 yards on 17 car-
ries.

“Our offensive line has been
the strength of the team all sea-
son long,” Kidwell said.

The coach was equally as im-
pressed with the other side of
the ball. The Little Giant de-
fenders dominated the line of
scrimmage and seemingly flew
all over the field to make plays.

Findlay’s two touchdowns
were scored in the game’s final
minute against a host of Little
Giant reserves.

Giants' stellar effort too much for Trojans

It was a sweet homecoming
for defensive coordinator Brad
Burrows, who was soaked after

layers dumped a water jug on
im in the game's final minutes.

“He coached at Findlay, so he
has a feel for their offense,” Kid-
well said. “He’s one of the best
defensive coordinators in Ohio.
This is the best game the de-
fense played all season long.
This game meant a lot to him.”

An Opelt score likely broke
the back of the Trojan defense.
After Seth Frasure picked off a
pass with 4:35 left in the second
quarter, Opelt came through in
a big way.

On third-and-6, and then again
on fourth-and-10 Opelt connect-
ed with Rob Hall to move the
sticks.

“He’s matured so much,” Hall
said about Opelt. “The line did a
great job to give him the time to
pick the defense apart.”

Hall, who was on the wrong
end of last year’s route, says the
feeling of redemption couldn’t
feel better.

“It is an awesome feeling,”
Hall said. “They were still talk-
ing when we were beating them.
This is a real big:ivalry.

“It’s going to be bigger now.”

D&L CONSTRUCTION

* Replacement Windows
*Doors * Vinyl Siding
* Awnings

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE — FREE ESTIMATES
417 Birchard Ave., Fremont, OH « 419-332-3808
Richard Lehmann
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- Mills 1781, Kraus 8-17,

Oulmmmn«.m
o-ua-a , Enright 7-33, Rasmussen 1-

12 F

- Kraus 3-12:2 — 26,

m Ross — Opelt 5-30-0 —
4. Findiay

71140 -

85, Schneider 3-4-0 —

m...

— Seth Frasure 3-
1-10, Mike Abbott 1.5,

Tyler Fligor
Mmmz-az.

Paul Hershey 2-35,

Cook 2-51, Cory Clayton 1-8, Rob

— Sottoway 1-6, Ras-

mu-nnm Enright 2-35, Messenger
11, Kraus 3-41, Perkins 2-29.

Records — Ross 45 (3-1 GBC), Find-

. lay 3-6 (3-1 GBC).




Ross enjoying renaissance

Giants eye win over rivals, 5-5 mark

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

The Sandusky basketball team
eliminated F‘h:mnnt Ross from the
postseason last season.

Senior Fred Shearon and his
Ross teammates were forced to
bite their long:es as many of the
Blue Streaks brashly mocked the
Little Giants by implying the end
result w
ball field this year.

“Well, let’s play some football,”
Shearon told them,

Ross will have no problem enter-

ing Friday’s game with the Blue
Streaks bubbling with pride as the
Little Giants have an opportunity

ould be similar on the foot-

to finish the campaign with a 500
record after winning only one
game in the previous two seasons
combined.

In addition, if Ross (4-5, 3-1)
wins and Findlay tops Napoleon,
the Little Giants would earn a
share of their first conference title
since 1998.

In that scenario, each of those
three teams would finish with one
Greater Buckeye Conference loss,

“I think we're sending a signal to
people on our schedule that
mont Ross football is back, the )

?rhiehbackamloppommsarem
or a four-quarter battle,” Little Gi-

ant coach Derek Kidwell said. “Our
kids don’t quit. It's not the seniors’
fault they were in school when
Fremont fell on times, That's
just motivation to lay the founda-
tion for what we're trying to build
in Fremont. They should feel proud
because somebody has to lay the
foundation. i i

by ce 've been pay
pa on’."ﬂ Kldm contlnuel:f -

're seeing the rewards. The

kids have done everything I've

ukedslncelﬁo(the)ob. That's
why you coach high school football
~ fo see the kids smile and wear-
ing their high school jackets with
. These kids can go anywhere
want and wear their purple
and white with pri ) and people
will understand they're wearing it
with pride for a reason.”
womm over Smy (36, l-::‘)‘e
put an e tic cap on
season as none of the Liltﬁ! Giant
seniors have won the grudge match
in football.
“To go from how it was to 5-5,
I'm sure a lot of people didn’t think
that would happen,” Shearon said.

See WIN, B3

Win over rivals would cap off .500 campaign for Giants

Continued From B1

“To me that would be a good
season after what we're used
to, of course. We were horrible
for two years. Now, we have it
in us and we’re bringing it
back

“We're not losers and we
know it,” he continued. “We just
had to come out and ball. We
couldn't play like we did the
last two years. We had it in us
to be successful.”

To that end, Ross had oppor-
tunities to beat Toledo St. Fran-
cis and Cleveland Benedictine
during the regular season and
was not very far from its first
winning season since 2000 and a
sliver of a shot at postseason

play. i
Shearon said the team’s

resurgence stems primarily
from Kidwell’s spread offense,
which typically takes time for
players to pick up.

“This style of offense works
better with our athletes,” he
said. “A (Division I) school like
this has athletes, and this of-
fense puts them in position to
win.”

Josh Feighner, who started
at center and defensive tackle
as a sophomore before sitting
out last year, said the team
goes into every game motivat-
ed and knowing what the oppo-
nent’s tendencies are due to
Kidwell. '

Despite this being Kidwell’s
first season at Ross, he said a 5-
5 mark would mean more to the
players than himself. Kidwell
will not be satisfied until the
road to the GBC title travels

through Fremont.

“I didn’t take this job with
plans on taking baby steps,” he
said. “We know the system
works. We came out of the gate
a little slow (0-4). Five-and-five
would be good for the kids.
We're playing meaningful
games in October.

“It’s nice to be playing for a
share of the title in Week 10, but
it’s also disappointing and frus-
trating we’re not preparing for
Weeks 11 and 12,” he continued.
“Great football teams strive to
extend the season. These kids

You can’t get games back.”

But a 5-5 campaign and
veined talk of conference titles
have reinstilled an intense
pride in both the players and
community.

“Five-and-five would definite-
ly be really nice when com-
pared to the last two years,”
Feighner said. “I don’t think
anybody thought we’d be 5-5 af-
ter starting 04. (Those two
years) would look really distant

learned that an early loss af- compared to the beginning of
fects their playoff potential. the season.”




Friday's games.............

llnd:dq at Ross
® RECORDS: Sandusky 3-6 (1-
3 GBC); Ross 4-5 (3-1)

® LASTWEEK:
beat Lima Senior 44-24; Ross
beat Findlay 30-14

® OUTLOOK: Ross enters the
99th meeting of this fantastic ri-
valry — the second-longest in
Ohio — with plenty on the line.
If the Little Giants win and
Napoleon loses at Findlay, they
would finish in a three-way tie
for the Greater Buckeye Con-
ference title. Under first-year
coach Derek Kidwell, the Little
Giants have certainly distanced
themselves from the historic 1-
19 stretch the last two seasons,
The Little Giants face the ex-
tremely difficult task of slowing
down star running back Ron
Pickens, Pickens ran for
school-record 347 yards during
the win over Lima Senior to
break the school mark for sin-
gle-season rushing yards
(1,756). “He's very explosive,”
Kidwell said. “He’s fast and
quick. He's not easy to tackle.
sl Rk oy

's always wo or ex-

tra yards. These kids have
looked forward to challenges all
year.” Kidwell said that the
Blue Streaks are not shy to
throw but that 80-90 percent of
their offense involves Pickens.
This will be Kidwell’s first ex-
perience with this intense rival-
‘Ty. “Sandusky is a different ri-
valry,” Kidwell said. “There are
some ill feelings toward one an-
other sometimes.”



SANDUSKY 21, ROSS 12

Foul finish for Little Giants

Ross misses out
on chance to tie for

conference crown

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor

Fremont Ross was rolling.

But instead of a cool finish to the
campaign, the Little Giants lost
their cool.

Seconds after they stopped
record-breaking Sandusky running
back Ron Pickens short on a cru-
cial third-down play midwa
through the fourth quarter, a ref-
eree threw a flag in the air.

Personal foul, Ross. Automatic
first down, Sandusky.

And, eventually, victory San-
dusky.

Five {)lays after the stunning
personal foul penalty, the visiting
Blue Streaks sealed their 21-12 win
with a 43-yard touchdown pass
from Matt Feltner to Greg Garrett
with 3:42 left.

“We didn’t play Fremont foot-
ball,” first-year Ross coach Derek
Kidwell said. “We've got to play
smarter on the field.”

The Little Giants, who finished
4-6 overall and 3-2 in the Greater
Buckeye Conference, missed out on
the chance to end a two-game los-
ing streak to Sandusky, to capture
a share of the first conference title
since 1998 and to complete the first
non-losing season since 2000.

And all of those goals seemed
well within their grasps.

The Little Giants certainly had
momentum building before the
costly penalty.

They flawlessly executed their
no-huddle offense and marched
down the field, pulling within 14-12
on a 1-yard run by Anthony Brown.
Quarterback Aaron Opelt slipped
while rolling out on the two-point
conversion.

The Ross defense then seeming-
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FREMONT ROSS SENIOR Brett Johnson makes a grab in the Little Giants' 21-

12 loss to archrival Sandusky on Friday.

ly forced the Blue Streaks into a
three-and-out on their ensuing se-
ries, stopping Pickens 3 yards shy
of the first-down marker.

But, then, the flag flew.

On Ross’s next series, another
15-yard personal foul call severely
hurt the Little Giants’ chances of
moving the ball down the field.

See ROSS,B2



Ross closes year with loss

Continued From B1

Kidwell realized his players
lost their composure, but he also
wasn't happy with the officials.

“We can'’t hurt ourselves,” Kid-
well said. “We are not good
enough right now to fight offi-
cials and beat a team. I thought
it was a poorly officiated game,
especially late in the game when
the momentum was starting to
swing. They took the crowd and
our momentum out of it.”

Ross got the ball back at San-
dusky’s 27-yard line with 2:03 left
in the game. Tony Zimmerman
blocked a Sandusky punt and
Steven Snyder recovered it to set
up the Little Giants.

Ross moved down to the 2-yard
line, but Opelt’s fourth-down
pass with 1:06 left was broken up
by Josh Kaszonyi at the goalline.

“We didn’t execute down the
| stretch,” Kidwell said, “and that
hurt us.”

A victory would have given
Ross a share of the GBC title
with Findlay and Napoleon.

Findlay upset previously un-
beaten Napoleon 24-7 on Friday.
Each team finished with a 4-1
mark in the league.

Sandusky opened the game’s
scoring with 6:35 left in the first
quarter on an incredible 69-yard
punt return by Jordan Edwards,
who transferred from Ross last
season.

“For me leaving and coming
back here, I just had to win this,”
Edwards said. “I'm really excit-
ed. I was just so p! up.”

Added Sandusky coach Jim
Bollenbacher: “Jordan’s such a
great kid. That was nice. He was
under a lot of pressure this week,
but he handled it well like a real
champion.”

After the score, Bollenbacher
stunned the Harmon Stadium
crowd with an onside kick. Tristen
Sample recovered his own kick.

The Blue Streaks (4-6, 2-3) did-
n't score after the recovery, but
the play certainly made a differ-
ence in the game.

“It stole the momentum,” Bol-
lenbacher said.

Bollenbacher said the gutsy
call was actually made by assis-
tant coach Tom Kiser, who was
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FREMONT ROSS'S Aaron Opelt
finished 14-of-29 for 156 yards in
the Little Giants' loss to Sandusky.

one of three finalists for the Ross
head-coaching opening this past
off-season.

“That was a great call,” Kid-
well said.

Cory Bowling pulled Ross
within 7-6 on an 11-yard scamper
with 43 seconds left in the first
quarter. The extra point, though,
was wide left.

Pickens, who owns the single-
game and single-season rushi
marks at Sandusky, had a 1-yard
touchdown run to make it 14-6
with 7:55 left in the second half.

“Since we knew that we
weren't going to the playoffs, this
is like our bowl game,” said
Pickens, who finished with 169
yards on 40 carries. “This was a
good game for us. We had to
come out on top of this.”

The loss was a sour way to end
the season for the Little Giants,
who won four of their last six
games after starting 0-4.

“I would have liked to finish on
a higher note, but we let things
slip away tonight,” Kidwell said.

Edwards said he is glad to see
the Ross program moving in the
right direction.

“They are coming back,” he
said. “I think it is good that they are
doing that. I'm glad to see it. But
we had to win this. And we did.”



High School

21, Rou 12
7 — 2
o 6 — 12

BCORONO suamm

First quarter

Sandusky — Jordan Edwards 69 punt return
(Tristan Sample), 6:35
Ross — Cory Bowling 11 run (kick failed), 0:43
Second quarter

Sandusky — Ron Pickens 1 run (Sample

kick), 7:55
Fourth quarter
Ross — Anthony Brown 1 run (run failed), 8:40
Sandusky — Greg Garrett 43 pass from Matt

Feltner (Sample kick)
TEAM STATISTICS
S R
Firstdowns ....................cocconenne 13 14
Rushes-yards .................. 48-175  28-151
S T S 72 156
Totalyards ................c......... 247 307
Comp-Att-int...................... 6-10-0 14-29-1
A o tan cavasoss 31 3-2
Penalties-yards................... 9-65 7-70
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS |

RUSHING: Sandusky — Pickens 40-169, Ed-
wards 1-5, Feltner 6-(-4), Denarea Swain 1-5;
Ross — Bowling 15-77, Kyle Cook 3-25, Aaron |
Opelt 9-48, Brown 1-1

PASSING: Sandusky — Feltner 6-10-0-72;
Ross — Opelt 14.29-1-156

RECEIVING: Sandusky — Feltner 1-5
Demetris Allen 1-5, Marvin Ritchie 1-9, Mike |
Sanders 1-12, Garrett 2-41, Ross — Tylor Fligor |
1-18, Mike Abbott 2-16, Adam Wilhelm 4-44, |
Paul Hershey 2-13, Cook 2-21, Rob Hall 1-15,
Brett Johnson 2-29

Records — Sandusky 4-6 (2-3 GBC); Ross 4-
6 (3-2 GBC)



Awards |

High School Football
All-GBC

Offensive Lineman of Year — Matt
Wakely (Marion Harding).

Defensive Lineman of Year — Caleb
Enright (Findlay), lvan Frye (Marion Hard-
ing). g

Offensive Back of Year — Ron Pickens
(Sandusky).

Defensive Back of Year — Zak Kruse

(Napoleon).
GBC Coach of Year — John Snoad
(Napoleon). .







