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ROB EGBERT, Ross tailback, begins to cut as he
a f in S y

By BOB MARKER
Staftf writer

It was dress rehersal without
the trappings as 11 area high
school football teams took part
in scrimmage games Saturday.

The es marked the
{ier:t;r;su the, ‘:'repnnd fM $

as they pi for
opening weekend of the season
Aug. 29-30.
As in most cases, coaches
were cautious in assessing the
ress of their teams after one
eek of contact drills. Coaching
staffs were, generally, looking at
many players while searcl
for starting combinations.

At the Ross practice fields, the
Little Giants waltzed through
Bowsher, scoring five times.

ccording to Rou boss Rex
“home cooking”

“We had a menu on what we
wanted to do offensively and we
followed that down the line,” he
said. “We were taking a strong
evaluation of the offensive line.

““Defensively, they were
aggressive; they hit very well
and that is what we like to see.”

Fremont St. Joe traveled to
Holland to scrimmage

ield Local. Both teams
once with St. Joe's first

“We did pretty well,” St. Joe
Coach Tom Narducci said but
noted that Springfield is
rebuilding and *“is not that
strong of a team yet.”

Nard said he

on the ground game, taking to
the air splrlng “We moved
extremely well,” ‘he said. “We
lookedl!ournummggameand
that was the most thing.
We have three kids who run the

Cardell

ball well.
“Defensively, without a lot of
wnndm, we shut down their

on off

Bellevue used its passing to set
3 pair of scores against

yde, according to Fliers’
Ieaderob ishop.

“We could have done better,”
he said, ‘I was not pleued but I
was not

“We tried to lt a Iot of
kids,”’ he explained. ‘‘The
defensive line is a big concern,
but we got some good

rformances from a of

ds in there."”

Bellevue Coach Terry Adams
said, “We were pleaunlly
surprised. Some of the kids who
were question marks really
came k%

Gibsonburg outscored

twerp, but exact count
was not 5

“I was pleased with our
offensive line,” Coach Gary
Wasielewski said. ‘“We wanted to
see if they (offensive line) could
do it and they did. We are happy.

One thing that Wasiele
was not pleased with was

ve fumbles. “We have to
fix that,” he said.

oodmore outscored Carey 3-
1

“We were looking at our
delenle " Coach Tom Peiffer
said, “because it was a strong
polntlntyelrmdvewnnwdlo
nelfltmthereagun and it
was pretty good.

'OHensively "we worked on
ball control offense. The first
time we did not move that well,
but I think it was a case of the
coach trying to get tricky,”
Peiffer laughed, “but the next
two times we moved very well.”

Lakota’s varsity played even
with Wynford’s varsity until the

morning's scrimmage at Ross High School.

(49) blocks for Egbert.

Area prep football teams
begin scrimmage season

last play when Wynford scored
the lone TD of the scrimmage.
“We played
them,” said
;IcCalllster ‘Wynford is a good
“Things went much like
™ Be Dav

We were pretty much tluued
with our quarterback and

running backs. Defensively, we
hit hard. 'n!ybtokelcouplzbts
plays, but outside of that, we di

y well.
Oak Harbor Coach Gary
Quisno called it a “typical first
e” as the Rockets and

Bowling Green tied 2-2.

‘“We were basically looking for
players,” Quisno said. “‘We
wanted to see if we had people
who would go after others and I
wal ul.lsﬂed with that. We

ed aggressively nnd that
m an area of concern.
Port Clinton outscored New
[andon 31
“I was pluled with the
running game,” Coach Don’
Drusbacky said, “plus we found
;:nd)? depth we did know we
Drusbacky noted the Red.skins
dld not pass that much.”
Defemively we need a lot of
" he tted. ‘“This is one
of the first times that the oﬂune

and nothing

Ouch John Boles said.

“We have sl:ljlde b“l L&l

progress,’ it ve

to be patient. Fundementally, we
nregetﬁnaalot better.

l wanted to see if kids would

ive and they did OK,

b\lt yhlvelophywlthrmn

xplained.

lot of

emotion,” Boles e

Ross rolls
in second
scrimmage

News-Messenger Reports
Act two was pretty much
of a carbon copy of act one
as Ross went through its
second high school football
e.

Saturday
Ross scored five times, the
same as against Toledo
DeVilbiss Tuesday evening
at Harmon Stadium.

“We are still looking at a
lot of kids,” Coach Rex
Radeloff.

“Overall, it was a good,
hitting scrimmage. It was
good to go up against a
team with s , and they
definitely had speed.”

DeVilbiss was in the state
Division II playoffs last
year, losing in the second
round to eventual state
champion Galion.

Offensively, the Ross
varsity scored three times
in “series” drives and once
in a goal line situation. The
defense added a score on a
fumble recovery return and
the Ross junior varsity
defense collected a safety.

““The running game
looked good at times,”
Radeloff said, ‘‘but we had
a couple of fumbles and
that has to be eliminated.

‘“‘Defensively, we
contained them early in the
scrimmage but later, they
got outside,” Radeloff
continued, ‘“‘but they were
aggressive and hit very
well.” ;

Ross starting
quarterback/safety John
Stierwalt received a
bruise early in the
scrimmage and was forced
to miss much of the action.

Ross’s final preseason
scrimmage will Friday
at 3 p.m., against
Macomber in the University
of Toledo Glass Bowl.




Ross, St. Joe football teams
wind up scrimmage season

News-Messenger Reports

The Ross 1&"& %t‘e i.:.oe football
teams comp
scrimmage action Fﬂgy. Ross
squared off against Toledo
Macomber in the Glass Bowl and
St. Joe traveled to Edgerton.

At Toledo, Ross’'s first unit
scored a touchdown and both
teams scored two TDs in goalline
situations.

“We drove the ball well,” Ross
Coach Rex Radeloff said. “But
we had difficul ﬁtﬂng it into
the end zone. We have to work
on our goalline offense.

“The defense played real well.
We had pretty good team effort
on defense.”

Ross opens its regular season
Friday, Aug. 29 against Tiffin
Columbian at Harmon Stadium.
Kickoff is 8 p.m.

At Edgerton, neither team was
able to dent the scoreboard,

* according to St. Joe Coach Tom

Narducci.

“We didn't play real well,”
said Narducci. “We just lacked
the killer instinct. moved
the ball on us. We 't play
real solid defense. It wasn’t a

good day’s work.”
The Streaks will their
season Saturday, Aug. 30 against

Clyde at Harmon Stadium.
Game time is 7:30 p.m.
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Demise of BC ‘a sad thing’

The Buckeye Conference will
die at the ripe old age of 30 and
with it will go many friendships
and hope of a rebirth.

After all of the athletic seasons
are ended this school year, the
conference will officially be laid
to rest.

“I've been in the conference
for 17 years and I hate to see it
break up,” Elyria football coach
Bill Jones said. ‘‘It's a
conference that has a good

two years ago with the
announcement that the Lorain
schools — Senior and Admiral
King — along with Elyria would
be dropping out to to join a new
league being formed in the
Lorain-Elyria area. That meant
that only Fremont Ross,
Sandusky, Findlay and Marion
Harding would remain in the
Buckeye Conference. But soon
that number was reduced to
three when Marion Harding
withdrew.

“It’s a sad thing,” Lorain
schools athletic director Fred
Churchill said. “It is a class
conference. Everyone treats
each other very well; when we
go to meetings, it is with friends,
not rivals.”

Churchill cited financial
reasons which weighed on the
decision of the eastern schools to

out of the BC.

‘“Take away the almighty
dollar, and we would still have it
(Buckeye Conference),’’
Churchill said.

“This will be a tough final
year,” Ross football coach Rex
Radeloff said. “Everyone will
want to win the last
championship and they will be
coming at the school that has
won it the most.”

That is Ross with 13 titles.

“I think if you polled the
coaches,” Radeloff said, “you
would find that the coaches do
not want to get out of the
Buckeye; it was strictly an

administrative decision.”

Churchill, while noting the
sadness of the conference’s final
year, ignited a spark of hope.

“I can look down the road,” he
said, “‘and see some realignment
occuring for most of the old
Buckeye Conference schools.

That could happen sooner than
you think.”

For now, however, the final
days of the Buckeye Conference
are dwindling away. Only
memories will remain of a once
formidable high school
affiliation.

GET READY" FOR

ORDER YOUR POOL COVER NOW AND
RECEIVE A FREE WINTERIZING KIT 5575

Put your Pool Cover on Layaway NOW!

We have above the ground and in-ground pool covers;
chemicals; pool pillow and all pool accessories needed for

winterizing your pool.

“Your one

stop pool
shop"’

Author.zed nealer for Pacitic
Pool & impenal Pools

Pools

2218 W. State, Fremont, 332-4441




Giants’ new offensive coach
sees more of ‘whole picture’

It would not be far from being
the truth if you described Les
Hull as having tunnel vision the
past several high school football
seasons.

That’s not true this year as
Hull takes over a new
assignment as offensive

tor for Ross High School

:
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has him

“I have to be more prepa
and have more of a plan for
practices,” Hull said. “Rex and I
decide how we want attack in a
game and it is up to me to plan
that attack.
ety sd | B ‘el

ility an
that it will take time to get used
to the job,” he continued, “but I
am going out to our practices
more intense; I am learning.”

Hull said that Ross's offensive
scheme will not show much
change, citing that what a team
can do reflects its personnel. One
difference this year he feels will
be evident is that Ross will be
using the option play much
more.

‘‘Last year, Shawn
(McCarthy) was more of a drop
back quarterback while this year
we have quarterbacks who can
run a little more.”

The most obvious physical
difference in Ross’s lineup this
year is the height difference at
quarterback. McCarthy pushed
6-foot-8 while likely '86 starter
John Steirwalt pushes the

.

.

P
Erta in?

JOHN STIERWALT will handle
the quarterbacking chores for
the Little Giants this season.

measuring tape up to 6-1. The
senior weighs 180.

Backup quarterbacks are 6-1,
180-pound junior Craig Raney
and sophomore Jeff Draeger.

In back of Stierwalt at fullback
will be Jim Carroll, 6-3, 210-
pound senior, who runs the 40 in
4.8 seconds, three-tenths of a
second quicker than last season.
Other fullbacks in Hull’s picture
are senior Kirk Wilhelm, 190,
and burly junior Cardell
Beachum, 5-11, 200.

The tailback slot could be split
evenly between Steve Letzring
and Rob Egbert. Both seniors,
Letzring carries 215 pounds on
his 6-1 frame while Egbert is 6-0,
165. When Carroll and Le!
are in the backfield, it will be
one of the biggest tandems of
backs Ross has had in the past
several years.

The passing targets for Ross
signal-callers will be John Cahill,
Jim Lemley, Ron Meyer and
Tracy Hufford at split end.
Cahill, a senior, 6-4, 200, is the

The
being contested between a
guartet of players: Cory Reed,

im Stull, Van Ness and
Israel Ysasi. Stull, a senior, is
listed as 6-2, 275 while Reed, a
junior, is 6-4, 230, and Van Ness,
6-5, 250. Ysasi, a senior, is the
lightweight at 185.

Five players were vying for
the starting guard slots in late
August drills. Micah Jones,
Brian Laird and Dan Ross are
seniors and Matt Manbeck and
Matt Wolf are juniors. Jones, 6-0,
230, could one of Ross’s two-way
performers. Laird is listed as the
biggest of the five at 6-4, 230.

Mike Longanback, junior, 6-0,
180, is listed as the center with
help from junior Steve Boonie, 6-
2, 235, and 6-3, 225-pound junior
Chad Overmyer.

Hull says the ability to run the
option this season could possibly
make the Ross attack more wide

open.

“We can throw the ball — we
have good receivers — and we
can run inside and we have
speed to the outside.

‘“‘Stierwalt can throw long and
he can throw off the option,”
Hull said, “but we really don’t
want to throw long that much,
just enough to keep the
secondary honest.”
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, from

Jim Carroll and John Stierwalt; back
row, Rob Egbert, Kirk Wilhelm, Rick Egbert and Steve Letzring.

RETURNING BACKFIELD lettermen for Ross are, front row,
left to right: Jerry Palomo,

5335 Xpgacis mmw mm mmw 233 m ummm 1
2§ mmw 2§z
X mm E mf wm_m A
c .m m% mm satailes mnmw.uw%m :
& w"w_wemmmm wﬂmmmq HUH
> S i )
.msﬂmmmﬁ 1. Mmumwm
B chhpi it |
£ & jfiitmiean) |
-y m m w ﬁ s 1 i
°© © i m“ u mm mw ,wm et Gl
2] Eﬂ_m_ nits _”mmmm HH
o O: % zamg el ikt

to right: Brian Laird and Chris Mosser; back row, John Cahill, Mike

RETURNING LINEMEN lettermen for Ross are, front row, from left
Hrynciw, Chad Hicks and Micah Jones.
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Tough beginning

Fremont Ross head football coach Rex Radeloff ing game defeat at Harmon Stadium. The Little
talks to his Fremont Ross Little Giants under the Giants were defeated by Tiffin Columbian 20-17
lights of the scoreboard after Friday night's open- Game story and photo, page B-1.



THE YELLOW flag sails into the play as Ross’s Rob Egbert (21)
looks for an opening in the Tiffin Columbian defense Friday

News Messenger/Bill Kennedy

night at Harmon Stadium. Egbert scored twice in the game while
rushing for 89 yards on 13 carries for the Little Giants

Columbian rallies from 14-0
deficit to defeat Ross 20-17

Little Giants lose season opener for the first time since 1970

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

In the end, Ross's smoke screen was as
temporary as the smoke bomb that went off
seconds before the opening kickoff.

Rob Egbert, twice in the first four
minutes of the game, brought Tiffin
Columbian to its knees. But when it came to
delivering the knockout punch, the Little
Giants did not have it.

Instead, it was a right, left, right
combination by TC quarterback Dave
Gardner and split end Dave Kin that wiped
out a 140 Ross lead and bulled over the
Little Giants 20-17 in a thriller not quite
from Manilla in front of approximately 6,500
at Harmon Stadium Friday night.

The season-opening loss ended a string of
15 consecutive opening-game wins for Ross.
The last time the Little Giants had turf
rubbed in their faces this early in the season
was a 29-14 loss to Toledo Rogers in 1970.
And in 1986, it did not appear the string was
going to end.

Egbert took the opening kickoff at the
Ross 14, and 12 seconds and 86 yards later,
the Little Giants led 6-0. John Steirwalt’s left
foot made it 7-0 and neither team had broken
a sweat.

It was more Egbert 3'2 minutes later.
This time the slender senior tailback burst
around left end on a 43-yard romp to
paydirt. That was three plays after Ross
linebacker Mike Hrynciw's 11-yard return of
an interception to the Columbian 47. The
Tornadoes were nothing but a gentle breeze.

“It was a nightmare ... a bad dream,”
Columbian Coach Ken Carmon was able to
grin after the game. “‘Everything that could
go wrong, went wrong. We put ourselves in
a hole and had to dig out.

“Coming over here, I never would have
thought that if we got 14 down, we could

come out on top .. I would not have
believed it.”

He might not have, but Carmon pointed
out, his players believed they could.

“I looked them in their eyes,” the
Columbian coach said, “and just said it is
not over yet. They started to chant ‘we
believe’ on the sidelines.”

And, just like the Miracle Mets of 1969,
Columbian began to brew a Tornado.

Late in the first quarter, Gardner and Kin
threw a right that landed. A pair of Ross
defenders collided with Kin as he caught
Gardner’s bullet at the Ross 45. The Little
Giants went down, Kin did not, and on a
play that covered 61 yards, the Ross lead
was halved.

One series later, Gardner and Kin came
out throwing leather. Taking over at the
Ross 47 on Brian McGowan’s first of two
interceptions of Stierwalt passes, Gardner
hit Kin twice for five and 22 yards, the
latter to the Ross 10.

Gardner took care of the rest, taking a
step to his left before running up the guts to
trim Ross’s lead to 14-13. Adam Engle’s kick
was wide, allowing Ross to keep the lead
with 8:24 to play in the first half.

Ross bounced back with a flurry,
marching from its own 30 to the Columbian
12 before settling for a 27-yard Stierwalt
field goal at the 4:14 mark of the second
quarter. Stierwalt’s 4l-yard pass to Rick
Egbert, with a 15-yard Tornado personal
foul penalty tacked on, moved the ball to the
16 before the Columbian defense stiffened”
Ross enjoyed a 17-13 lead at halftime.

On the first series of the second half, Ross
was driving when Chris MacFarland
stepped in front of a Stierwalt aerial at the
Columbian 45 and returned it to the Ross 17.

Gardner tossed a six-yarder to Brian
Heebsh to the Ross 12. Mitch Ranker was

tossed for a one-yard loss, but you could
almost see the knockout punch coming as
Kin was used as a decoy on the play.

On the next play, Kin feinted to the
middle, cut toward the flag at the left
corner of the end zone and outmanuevered a
Ross defender for Gardner's pass. Ross was
called’ for interference on the play, but it
meant little as Kin was celebrating in the
Ross end zone. Engle's kick made it 20-17
midway through the third quarter.

After that, Columbian’s defense took over.
Ross’s deepest penetration was to the 36 on
the last series of plays but the drive died on
McGowan's second pass theft on Stierwalt's
desperation toss at the Columbian 14.

“One play does not make a game,” Rex
Radeloff, whose debut as head coach was
spoiled, said in the glum Ross locker room.
“We had trouble controlling the line of
scrimmage. They were not big but they
were quick and I was concerned with that.

“We had a couple of big plays early, but
they adjusted and shut us down,” he
continued.

“They forced us to pass and our passing
game is not where we want it right now,”
Radeloff admitted. “We did throw well at
times but they forced us to do things we did
not want to do. Turnovers against that type
of team, one that does not make mistakes,
hurt.”

Gardner was 13 of 20 for 205 yards. Kin
hauled in eight passes for 137 yards. Egbert
led all rushers with 89 yards on 13 carries,
Steve Letzring, who doubled at fullback and
tailback for the Little Giants, had 15 carries
and 46 yards. Stierwalt was 10 of 17 passing
for 117 yards but he was stung by the three
interceptions.

Ross travels to Oregon Clay next Friday
for a 7:30 p.m. game. Tickets go on sale
today at Tremper’s in Fremont.
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Columbian quake jolts Giants

Can Ross bounce back from surprising loss to Tornadoes?

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

It may not have red on the Richter
scale, but when Columbian defeated
Fremont Ross 2017 hltﬂl;rldls; niatl;lte, lh ‘t’t‘l‘
an earth-shaking experience for e
Giants. At least Rex Radeloff, the Little
Giants boss, hopes that is the case,

‘‘Hopefully,” Radeloff said while
pre, for Tuesday afternoon’s practice
session, “‘it will bring them down to earth. I
think the kids finally realize they have to
play the full game to win it.”

The Ross coach alluded that through three

reseason scrimmages and four minutes

to the opening game, his team had not
been tested enough. The scrimmages,

particularily the first two against Bowsher
and DeVilbiss, bordered on too easy
for his team. And the , against

Macomber, was only slightly better.

“In the , our first scrimmage game
was with Whitmer, and they usually brought
us down to earth early,” Radeloff said.
“They were good, hard-hitting scrimmages,
but Whitmer dro, us this year and I had
to scramble to find another team.”

As a result, he got Bowsher, which is on
an apparent down year, and DeVilbiss,
which, in spite of being in the state playoffs

last umnh , did not have that state quality
punch.

Radeloff termed the scrimmage with
Macomber “decent” because it was a “‘good
hitting scrimmage.”

That led to the torrid start against
Columbian. Rob Egbert returned the
season-opening kickoff 86 yards for a
touchdown, and a scant 3% minutes later,
scored on a 43-yard run to put Ross up 14-0.

“Tiffin is a good team,” Radeloff
admitted. ‘“They have a good ?uarterback,
good vers and a good defense. It's a
team that you cannot make mistakes
against.

“I don’t think the kids were prepared to
play Friday from the standpoint of having
the three easy scrimmages and that it was
Tiffin we played. In past years, we had good
success against them and the kids may have
felt they could just play and win,

“I know the staff did not feel that way,”
he continued. “The kids were devastated
after the game, but they will bounce back.
But they have to play the full game.”

The hoped-for Ross rebound will be at
Oregon Friday at 7:30 p.m., against Clay, a
22-0 winner over Bowsher last week.

“Clay has a lot of experience; they have

at least six back on both offense and
defense,” Radeloff described. “Size-wise
and speed-wise, I would say they are
averaiek, but their quarterback is quick.
They like to get him outside where he can
either throw o, run.

“It's going to be a hard battle, but they
don’t get any easier the rest of the way.”

Radeloff said that he did not te
any major changes for his team. He the
Ross running attack looked good in spots
against Columbian and that was fairl
satisfield with the passing of quarterbac
John Stierwalt.

‘““We had a tipped pass that was
intercepted, another was a bad pass into
coverage and the third, he was under a hard
rush and threw it short.”

ROSS NOTES: The loss to Columbian was
;he first since 1945 when the Tornadoes won

0.

Ross blanked Clay at Harmon Stadium
last season 234. The Eagles’ last win over
the Little Giants was in 1982 when a 14-13
loss started Ross on a four-game losing
streak.

Egbert’s 86-yard kickoff return for a TD
was the fourth longest in Ross history,
matching that of Terry Bates against
Admiral King in 1981.

Ross bounces back strong

Little Giants’ defense keys 21-7 victory over Oregon Clay

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

OREGON — It was a victory
brewing for a

. that had been

| week.
After swallowing a bitter in
the form of a 20-17 :aline
loss to Tiffin Col a week

" s et o
“It’s always a
“I said after

coordinator Joe Siesel’s crew
plucked the Eagles repeatedly,

holding Clay to a minus-38 yards
on 27 planned and aborted

yards in losses. Both Little
Giants had four sacks apiece.

A seven-for-15 passing
ormance by Walendzak for

on penalties as was flagged
10 times for 105 yards.

After a stalled first series,
Ross quarterback John Stierwalt
sneaked in from one-yard out
with 18 seconds remaining in the
first quarter to climax a 10-play,
52-yard drive. His extra point
kick made it 7-0.

After a 45-yard Doug Aman
punt, Ross started an ll-glsy, 73-
yard drive to its second TD. Rob
Egbert, who recorded his first
100-yard rushing with 105
on 21 carries, e over the
middle, picked up two; count’em,
two blocks from tight end Chris

Mosser and covered the final 27
yards for the six-pointer.
Stierwalt’s kick put Ross up 14-0
with 4:35 to go in the half.

Clay’s deepest offensive
penetration followed. Aided by
three penalties that gave the
Eagles first downs, Clay
marched to the Ross 36 only to
have the drive stall when Jones
uckelwall:nduk on a fourth-
and-eight play.

“We are very confident with
our defense,” Radeloff said. “We
thought they could shut them out
and they did. My only concern
was whether the offense would
bounce back.”

The Ross defense was not on
the field when Clay scored.
Aman stepped in front of a
Stierwalt pass at the Ross 44 and
raced nearly unmolested to
paydirt 3% minutes into the
second half. That was when
Radeloff became concerned but
his restlessness was for naught.

Ross drove 66 yards in a time-
consuming 15 plays in its next
series to score its final
touchdown. Keyed by the

tandem of fullback Jim
Carroll and tailback Steve

Letzring along with a pair of 14-
yard keepers by Stierwalt, Ross
sealed Clay’s tomb at the 2:44
mark of the third quarter.
Egbert scored from the one on a
option around left end.

“The offensive line had a heck
of game,” Radeloff praised.
Comprising that unit was center
Mike Longanbach, guards Jones
and Laird, and tackles Cory
Reed and Dean Van Ness.

After that TD march, the Little
Giants’ defense continued to
feast on Eagle meat.

Carroll finished with 57 yards
rushing on 17 carries, Letzring
had 45 on 10 and Stierwalt 51 on
nine attempts to go with
Egbert’s production. Ross had
259 yards rushing on 58 attempts.

While the victory was sweet,
there was a touch of bitterness.
Outside linebacker Mike
Hrynciw, Ross’s leading tackler
last season, may be out for the
season after injuring his left
knee late in the game.

Another Little Giant, defensive
back Rick Egbert, missed the
game because of injuries
sustained in the season opener.






‘Siesel’s Stranglers’ plan
to repeat latest showing

But they’ll have to do it without three injured players

By BOB MARKER
Statf writer

Sometimes, the good things
come at a high price.

Joe Siesel knows the feeling.
The defensive coordinator for the
Ross High School Little Giants
football team was a happy
witness to a near-perfect
defensive effort.

Against Clay, a 21-7 win for
Ross, Siesel’s Stranglers limited
the Eagles to a minus-38 yards

and 52 yards passing for
a net total of 14. Clay had no
first downs rushing, just two

passing and four via the penalty

route, the only black mark for
the Ross “D”.

An effort like that against
Toledo Central Catholic, 2-0, at
the Glass Bowl in Toledo this
Friday night would be more
icing on the cake for Siesel.

“Yeah,” Siesel, the ex-New
York Giants linebacker,
while thinking back about last
Friday night, ““it (defense) was

dominating. I think they

d something to prove.”

So how do you top something
like that?

“You have to come back and
play well the next week but not
get anyone injured,” Siesel said.

That was the rub: the Little
Giants’
costly.

On one play, as time dwindled

defensive effort was

out on the Eagles, Ross lost two
linebackers. One, Mike Hrynciw
is out indefinitely, and the other,
Kirk Wilhelm, is out at least this
week. Defensive back Je
Palomo broke a bone in his le
wrist earlier in the game and
will also likely be out of the
lineup this Friday.

“I never had a play where I
lost two linebackers,” Siesel
said. “Wilhelm stayed in but
took a step on the next play and
went down.”

Ironically, there was little or
no contact on the injuries to the
linebackers.

Gary McClure, a junior, will
probably start in Hrynciw's
outside slot while Steve Letzring
and Mike Longanbach are the
likely replacements for Wilhelm
on the inside.

In the defensive secondary,
Rick Egbert, who sat out last
week's game because of an
infnry, is practicing again and
will probably take Palomo's
t

spot.

Both Siesel and head coach
Rex Radeloff described this
Friday’s opponent as a basic, no-
nonsense team.

“They run from tackle-to-
tackle,” Radeloff said of Toledo
Central Catholic. “They are a
power football team. They don’t
throw that much. They have a
big offensive line.”

The TCC tackles will go 245
and 250 and the guards line up at
235 and 215. That is the foursome
that the Irish running backs like
to follow.

“We anticipate that they will
run tackle-to-tackle,”” Siesel
offered. ‘‘When their
quarterback (Scott Sneider) rolls
out, he likes to run.”

Jim Johnston, a 5-10, 190-pound
senior, is the chief ball carrier
for the Irish.

The Little Giants and Irish are
similar in that both have at least
five players playing both offense
and defense. Sneider, like Ross
quarterback John Stierwalt, also
lines up in the defensive
secondarg.

Radeloff, while praising the
plaJ' of both the Ross offensive
and defensive lines against Clay,
says that area has to be more
consistent.

“We also have to throw the
ball more effectively; not two or
three times a game ... maybe
five or six,” he joked.

Stierwalt, who threw the ball

ust three times last week, has

d his problems in the passing
department, having been
intercepted four times in the two
games.

“What I e ,”' the Ross
head coach said, “is a very close
game. We just have to eliminate
the mistakes.”



By BOB MARKER

Statf writer

TOLEDO — John Cahill
the main ingredient

provided
and it was sweet served
in a Glass Bowl as Ross
outdueled Toledo Central
Catholic 14-7 Friday night.
Riding another standout
defensive effort which took away
the Fi Irish’s bread and

butter, the Little Giants
ed TCC in the trenches

Cahill, a split end, turned
acrobat to mza a lunging grab
of a 39-yard aerial from
qumrblc{.lohnsmrnlturly
in the final quarter for the go-

ahead touchdown. Stierwalt's
kick at the 11:38 mark

grinned

middle of the steamy jubilant
Ross locker room at the
University of Toledo facility. “I
could not ask for anything more

faced a third and gul situation.
Fullback Jim 1l got the

four of seven for 76 yards

the rest col on from
Egbert nr:!dn%ahﬂ{. Egbert’s

back to Tom Wolfe for
22 yards to the TCC 22 keyed the
first Ross scoring drive.

While Ross’s offense was
having its best game of the
young season, the defense was
gol through an encore to a

ting job at Oregon Clay.
Going into the game, Radeloff

tackle R
“We took that awa

from
them,” Radeloff said. ‘“We
forced them do (pass)
that ﬂ'l’iod:l not want to do.”
The defensive front of
Laird and Jones at the ends and
the robust tackle duo of 260-
pound Chad Hicks and 27
Jim Stull, along with

on 29 running attempts,
““That was fun,” Siesel
mnncd. “I never had so much
on the sidelines; this was a

Irish i]unrterblck Scott
Sneider was sacked five times by
Ross defense for 27 yards in

Ross knocks off Irish 14-7



l--nub Ross 2-1, Toledo Central 2-1.
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King nips Ross in 2 OTs

Little Giants blow 7-0 lead in final seconds of regulation

By ROB BOUKISSEN
Staft writer

lec&ndodcobulMlonlylo

Ross Little Giants found
that out Friday night, f to
the Lorain Admiral King
Admirals 21-14 in a double-
overtime thriller at Harmon

dium.
The Little Giants' defense,

which managed to hold off four
deep threats by the Admirals in
the second half, broke
with 30 seconds left in e
when scored to tie it 7-
After took control 147
with the first TD in the

opening
overtime session, King came
back to score the next two TDs
to put the game away.

‘“The kids gave a hell of an
effort,” said Ross Coach Rex
. “I'm not down on
anyone's effort.

“But we made too many
mistakes. In a game liki

and the kicking game tha
the difference. We must've had
100 yards in penalties.”

He was exactly right. The

overtime, It happened on a
fourthind-lo play from the 20-

Two ;f)hys later, Roy Kitts ran
it in 10 and Mike
Carrico added the extra point to
tie the game again 14-14 and

the second OT and capitalized on
it when Carrico found Gil
Plesencia on a 14-yard TD mm
over the middle. Carrico’s
made it 21-14.

Ross managed to get the ball
down to th; ﬂ}'ehnons ﬁlts nlext
possession, but Jol erwalt’s
desparation pass on fourth-and-
goal fell incomplete in the right
corner of the end zone.

“The defense v})layed great,”
said Radeloff. “We couldn’t ask
for any more out of the defense.
But when the offense got the
ball, we couldn’t do anything
with it.”

Ross's offense struggled all
night. The Giants accumulated
just five first downs in
regulation, including two in the
second half.

“We needed first downs in the
second half, and we couldn’t get
them,” said Radeloff. ‘“They
(the Admirals) gave us a lot of
different looks on defense that
gave us problems.”

Ross’'s main offense came
from the Stierwalt-to-John Cahill
connection, which clicked seven
times for 92 yards. The Little
Giants had 120 yards rushing,
but 43 came on one run by Steve
Letzring.

In fact, it was the Little
Giants’ defense that scored the
first touchdown of the game.
Defensive back Rob Egbert did
the honors by mterceptmg a
Dave Fabian and racing 60
yards down left ﬁdellne to
paydirt. Stierwalt’s kick made it
70 Ross with 6:06 left in the first
quarter.

Ross’s defense, led by Brian
Laird, Jim Carroll, Manoah
Jones, Chad Hicks and Letzring,
continued to sparkle the rest of
the way, with its best
performances coming late in the
game.

ied Ad:

ROB EGBERT (21) of Ross gets

On the final play of the third
quarter, Laird, Carroll and
Jones led a gang of Ross
tacklers that stopped Ken Rivers
short of a first down on a fourth-
and-one from the Ross 11.

Then with less than nine
minutes left and King at the
Ross 10, Laird leveled Carrico,
causing a fumble that Jones
recovered and returned to the 38.
It was the second time during
the game that Laird caused a
fumble and Jones recovered it.

King got the ball back and
moved it to the Ross 37 before
Jerry Palomo picked off a
fourth-down pass by Carrico with
6:08 left.

Once again the Admirals ‘got
the ball back and once again the
Ross defense rose to the
occasion. This time it was Gary
McClure picking off a Carrico
pass and racing down the left
sideline.

But McClure was hit at the
King 24 and fumbled to ball back
to the Admirals.

The fumble looked harmless
enough since there was only 1:52
left and King had to go 76 yards
to reach the end zone, but it
turned out to be disastrous.

It took the Admirals eight
plays to cover the distance.
Carrico completed five of eight
passes during the quick march,
which culminated on a five-yard

by an

JIM CARROLL ...

toss to Kitts with 30 seconds left.

Ross quickly regained the edge
four plays into the first overtime
when Stierwalt scored on a
quarterback sneak from inside
the one, but King came back
with its two scores to pull out the
dramatic victory.

The game was the Buckeye

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

| King defender.

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy
seconds after the Little Giants' tough loss

Conference opener for both
teams. Ross is 2-2 overall and
King is 3-1.

“As far as the Buckeye is
concerned, the team that will
win it will have at least one
loss,” said Radeloff. “We’re still
in it and we're going to be in it
before it's all over.”
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No letup for the Little Giants

After losing tough one to King, Ross must now play Benedictine

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

For lack of a first down, a game was lost.

o v e S g O

a
ertime 21-14 loss to Admiral
in the Buckeye Conference opener a
Harmon Stadium last Friday.
down that

|

Z
E
§
B

“It was a great defensive on both
sides,” Radeloff described. “We knew they
tough team and the,

“Their ,"" Radeloff said, “and fa
late in game may have boenﬂgtl“x:
difference.”

The disappointing loss sunk Ross to 2-2

answered. ‘““This
sl ota fougher as it s
season r as it goes."”
'meBennfealreMmdtrodforelghth.
along with Massillon, in the latest
Associated Press high school poll. Being

ranked lnmt:tmtop 10 is %m for thl:
Bennies, wi football
just as common: .'mm

The Bennies are big on both the offensive
and defensive lines. Offensively, the Bennies
me 234 from tackle to tackle;

vely, the tackles are 250 a) , one



-
News Messenger/Bill Kennedy

ROB EGBERT of Ross is caught by Richard Allen of Benedictine during Friday's second-half action at Harmon Stadium
Chris Mosser (82) of Ross attempts to get into the action.

ennies blank Giants 23-0

By BOB MARKER
Staf writer

Cleveland Benedictine flashed
its own brand of lightning and
then let Fremont Ross be its own
worst enemy in a 230 high
school football verdict over the
Little Giants.

The game's start was delayed
25 minutes when lightning and
thunder flashed and rumbled
around Sandusky County and
Harmon Stadium Friday night.

Benedictine, in spite of
sweating out the delay in the
cramped locker room, struck as
quickly as the lightning. On the
opening kickoff, Tim Zdanowicz
took John Stierwalt’s short kick
at the 27 and weaved his way
across the field 26 yards to the
Ross 47.

As lightning flashed in the
eastern skies, junior tailback
Ron Grosel took a handoff from
Preston Hrisko, cut through
right tackle, bounced outside and
was not stopped until a
shoestring tackle by Ross
defensive back Rick Egebert
upended him at the two. Grosel
scored on the next play over left
guard and Mike Garred's kick
put Ross in the hole 7-0 just 31
seconds into the game.

“The first play, that guy was
so fast, I did not see it right
away,’' Ross defensive
coordinator Joe Siesel said.
“After the first 30 seconds, we
played better than adequate
defense.

““The first play sort of set the
tone,” Benedictine Coach Augie
Bossu said, “but they regrouped
and it was not until much later
that we got things going our
way.”

Bossu pointed out his team put
the game away only with a shift
of field position. After the

News-Messenger Reports

with Port Clinton in
will be free.

Two area games postponed

The Clyde-Port Clinton and Otsego-Woodmore football games
were postponed Friday night due to the bad weather
.The game at Port Clinton will be resumed today at 2 p.m.,
possession of the ball, first-and-10 at its

own 20-yard line and 4:37 left in the first quarter. Admission

tions.

The Woodmore-Otsego game at Elmore was also called off
and will be played tonight at 7:30.

Bennies scored in the first
quarter, the Ross defense kept
Benedictine bottled up in its
territory most of the first half.
Only once after scoring did the
Bennies get into Ross territory,
that on the next to last play of
the second quarter.

During that time, Ross was, as
Bossu said, regrouping. But at
the same time, the Little Giants
kept self-destructing.

After a 57-yard Stierwalt punt
put the Bennies in the hole at
their own five, the Bennies
punted and Ross took over at the
Benedictine 42. Rob Egbert
rushed for 10 yards on two plays
and a Steirwalt-to-John Cahill
pass, one of six the senior wide
receiver caught, netted 13 yards
to the 19. On the next play,
Stierwalt, aiming for Cahill, was
intercepted in the end zone by
Derrick Dent.

A series later, Ross drove to
the Bennies' 20 before the drive
stalled on downs a minute into
the second quarter. But Ross got
the ball back when when Brian
Laird recovered a Hrisko fumble
at the Bennies’ 37. Four plays
later, the drive was thwarted
when Ross failed to pick up a
first down on a fourth-and-one at
the 28.

“It was an automatic,” Ross

Coach Rex Radeloff said about
the crucial play. “We had a
quarterback sneak called but
they jammed the middle.
Stierwalt did what he was
supposed to, calling an
automatic, and it would have
worked but we missed the
block."”

Egbert was hit for a two-yard
loss and the Bennies had
survived another threat.

Trailing 7-0, Ross drove to the
Benedictine 39 after the second-
half kickoff before stalling.
Stierwalt’s punt went out-of-
bounds at the Bennies’ eight. The
Bennies were unable to move as
the Little Giants’ defense forced
another punt, which squirted off
the side of Rini Scott’s right foot,
going out-of-bounds at the
Bennies’ 32.

Again, Ross became the
Bennies’ 12th man. A clipping
penalty on the first play put Ross
back to the 50 and effectively
killed the Little Giants’ drive.
Field position began to swing
toward Benedictine.

The Bennies, taking over at
the 27, drove to their 43 before
punting. This time, Scott’s punt
sailed 48 yards to the Ross eight
and the Bennies were set for the

kill.
The Little Giants’ offense

sputtered. Stierwalt, punting out
of the end zone, got it out to the
42 where Bob Clark hauled it in,
started to his left, cut back and
raced untouched into the end
zone for the touchdown with 1:57
remaining in the third quarter.

That return was just a preview
of the next horror awaiting the
Little Giants.

Ross began at the 23 after the
kickoff, but a holding penalty on
the first play put the Little
Giants back to the eight. Four
plays later, Stierwalt was forced
to punt, but the ball went only a
foot before Cliff Arrington, firing
in from the right side, blocked
the punt, followed it, and
recovered at the Ross seven.

Grosel covered those yards in
one play and Ross trailed 21-0
with 15 seconds left in the third
quarter. That was it. A Ross
clipping penalty while Steirwalt
was attempting to pass from the
end zone was declared a safety
four mirutes into the last
quarter and the final nail was in
the coffin.

It's the first time Ross has
been shutout since the final
game of the 1982 season, 220 by
Sandusky.

“We are two and three in the
first half,” Radeloff said quietly.
“We have five Buckeye games
left, so now we have to work
hard on Elyria. We have to move
the ball.”

Ross had just 67 yards on 34
attempts while Stierwalt was 11
of 25 with a pair of interceptions
for .86 yards. Grosel had 115
yards rushing on 21 carries as
the Bennies had 129 yards
rushing to go with Hrisko's five
of 12 passing for 90 yards. Two of
Hriskos passes were intercepted
by Rob Egbert and Jerry
Palomo.
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Rain, rain, please don’t go away

Ross coach thinks the wet stuff would help Giants’ chances at Elyria

By BOB MARKER
m

Rain Friday would not dampen the
spirits of Rex
.mmlmm:zw.
Buckeye puul
may work to the Little Giants
“A wet (and )neldwouldhlvew
slow them down a " Radeloff, the Ross
said shortly before Wednesday's

had a 13-12 lead at that

Admirals roared back

%a::.r-rg;mwmmm omi
al

ooy < Y8 oty

that may speedy

hinder the

Pioneers.
Tailback Lamar Jackson is the chief

Pioneer speedster. He leads

in rushing with 614 yards on 80 carries, a 7.7
Armstrong and his

ardrpmarryavmoutheuhetmym

nmnlng nnd{:u

F the buvm

wJac aon. in Elyria's 29-21 loss to
3 we have to contain them,

not let them get outside. If they do, we don’t
have lnym: to catch them,
commented.

passes for nearly a 20-yard average per
catch

The Elyria offensive tackles, Radeloff
said, tip the scales at around 240 pounds

apiece.

“Our defense has played conltmml{:ll
season,” Radeloff described. “We just have
to continue that this Friday.

“Elyria’s defense is a little like our’s;
ﬂleywllluua‘lo'lookandunl‘H'llke

Radeloff said.

“Ot!endvely. we have to eliminate the
mistakes. We have been workina ,on
bnlcundour ues this w

beginning
‘‘Yeah, it's season two,” Radeloff llrood
Thlsllnothlngnewtoul 4
The latter statement was in reference to

Elyrh ﬂ@lch aeuon. Rou v tlebf.ek ﬂg
or
Buckeye Conference tlgem
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Jackson finished with 122
yards — he got 68 of those on a
pair of 34-yard runs in the first
quarter — on 19 carries.

Siesel admitted the wet
condition may have stolen
of Jackson's speed but said, **
still looked Pmny darn quick on
a wet field.”

Ross defensive tackles Israel
Ysasi, Chad Hicks and Jim Stull,
after bendllng e; M:he at the
beginning, clogged up middle
of the Elyria offense and ends
Micah Jones and Brian Laird

quarter as Jones
to tight end Eric Bush and came
back on the next play by rolling
out left for 21 yards to the Ross
24

On the first drive, with Elyria

Ross 17, Ysasi recovered a Jones
fumble at the 21 and returned it
to the 33. The second excursion
into Ross territory faltered when
Ross defensive back Jerry
Palomo made a juggling

See ROSS, Page B-3
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While the defense was
carrying the load,
Giants’ offense had
it counted with a
Siesel's crew. Jim

Steve A

inside Ensbarkier’ et
force a fumble at the Pioneer 20
by Elyria fulback Karl

5is
i88

o]
g2

i

quarterback John Stierwalt
hooked up with wide receiver
John for a 19-yard gain to
the one.

“It was a mis-direction play,”

sweeps by the Radeloff explained the only
uarterback  Of the game by Stierwalt.

went with the fake and we went
to our best receiver.”

Two plays later, Stierwalt
sneaked in, kicked the extra
point, and Ross had the points it
needed 32 seconds into the
second quarter.

While the Elyria offense out-
gained Ross 238 to 117 in total
yardage, it hurt itself with nine
illegal procedure penalties.

Letzring led the Ross rushers
with 56 yards on 15 carries.




' ”  records: Ross 33 (1), Elyria 33 (1



Encore time for Little Giants

Ross football team prepares for Lorain’s power offensive scheme

By BOB MARKER
Stff writer
It was a t “pick:
but now it is mpl.; m—mo-up
el
r

Scboor football team blanked
Elyln';:“to stop a two-game

“‘We needed a win,” he lild.
‘‘that numat plcﬁ-ma-up for
the team."

Friday, Ross, 3-3 and 1-1 in the
Buckeye wacnnco will travel
to Lonln to take on the
Steelman version of the
Cincinnati Bengals 260-pound
fullback Larry brew,

“They are basically a power
footba tum. they are not
!lncy." Radeloff described
Ross’s next opponent. ‘“‘They
usually line up with two tight
ends, a full houu backfield or

the wishbon 'l'h:z‘ ust run
power football ‘with ves and
off tackle,” -

'!'hlt‘l where Lorain's version
of Kinnebrew comes into focus.

Occupying that position for the
Steelmen is 6-2, Tom

Pruitt, a monster a blocker
who h also nlmble afoot
to the Ross coach.

the other Lorain backs
-D.nnuwm and Jim

" is probably their
o L

Washington is the second
rusher in the conference
05 svorigs. Kingmicn  resks
.8 average,
month in the BC with 332 yards
63 carries, a 5.1 average.
Prum. although not figuring in
the top eschelons of the
conference stats, is the

clou to the goal line. He has
three TDs this season.

“Lorain has not optioned much
that we have seen,” Radeloff
said, “but I would imagine, after

the El &
"% to ‘“yr;:mgmemﬂw&
:sun we can stop the inside

SNt e b
its first twg.mgm 'W
to Brunswick 24-0 North
Rlduvllh IHD SAndulky 14-13
nnd to ha problem
lum ve a

with the klcklng game,"’
Radeloff pointed out

i

In one kicking lm. punm
Phil Trlnw' is averaging unde!
30 yards on 21 punts,

Defensively, Rldelon said
has been

Lorain “6-2"
and it will be the first Rou

has faced that type of alignment
this season,

“It is tly a run
defense,” m. “but we
e some of our

king schemes week.”
Taking a look back at the
Elyria game, Radeloff is able to
laugh at the statistics. The

Pioneers outgained the Little
Giants 238-117 but dduulvoly. it
was a good for

“The stats are
the Ross coach

more ‘ensive effort.
BC STATS:

all yiel just 21

in erence play, Ross

last in defense,

ards per

game,
0ss is sixth with l“-yaﬂl
average for the conference
lchednlo Lornln ll llxth



'Egbert’s 42-yard run ices
Little Giants’ 26-23 victory

both Then Ross’ defense woke up But a Stierwalt seven-yard TD
forth and took charge of the final six scamper and 32-yard field goal

minutes of the game. provided Ross with a 10-point
start The Little Giants stopped the uconquulrter and a 10-10 tie at

the half.

The Little Giants wasted little
time, , as the third quarter
unfolded. On the ini pla
from scrimmage, Stierwalt
P Gl i

wn , for

a 5Sl-yard completion. Three

- J llt:lf‘, St::rwalt followed

Micah Jones, block of center Mike Longan-

LT T
5 's or two fa as

. The Giants were whistled for an ille-

Giants penctnm reciever down field. te

on

By MARK WEISTEIN
Y the first period. After that,
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's pass completion to
Mosser on the fake kick, the at-
closed tempt failed.

'{‘g Ross added another score in
the period, a 20-yard Stierwalt
field goal, before the dramatic

on  fourth period unfolded.

Besides Egbert’s heroics,

li way into  when they scored on their first Stierwalt chipped in with impres-
!l't:nel!llyd u!g:: er‘:li:lt': ypolz two poueuly ons. sive statistics. The senior signal-
after touchdown sailed uu-o?. Steve Ebbitt provided the first caller netted 66 yards on the
the ggm the Little Gi-  points for Lorain, a 24-yard field und on 11 carries while pick-
[ ants &'Zﬂ margin. goal. But the Steelmen didn’t up 95 yards through the air,
stopped Lorain on three consec- “This was a big game for our  stop there. Al McConihe's one- to Cahill. Stierwalt had two
utive possessions. offense,” added Radeloff. “We yard Eunge capped a 60-yard, Passes intercepted.
The contest was close through- needed to move the ball and gain  nine-play drive that gave the _ The Steelmen were paced by
out although the Steelmen confidence in ourselves. We did  hosts a 100 lead after one pe- Dennis Washington's 110 yards
jumped out to an early 100 in t tonight.” riod. rushing.
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Statistics
:l-': ﬁm 18/134, Stierwalt
1 “; E"u%f Washington 14/110, Jim

. : Ross: Stierwalt 9/4/2-85; Lorain:
10/3/3-25.



Ross’ Radeloff wary of Marion Harding
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Little Giants rout Presidents 27-8

News Messenger/Bill Kennedy
action. Cahill came down with the ball for a 29-yard gain

JOHN CAHILL (85) of Ross stretches to make a fingertip grab
Harding defensive back Mitch Harville (27) trails the play.

of a pass from quarterback John Stierwalt in second-quarter

News Messenger/Bill Kennedy

Jerry Palomo (9) and linebacker Cardell Beachum during third-

KYLE MAYSE (20) of Marion Harding is just about to be
quarter action Friday night at Harmon Stadium.

brought down for a four-yard.loss by Ross defensive back

Ross mixes potent
offense with strong
defense for BC win

By BOB MARKER
Statf writer

This time, Ross got its acts
together.

Combining a strong offensive
show with an equally strong
defensive effort, the Little Giants
walked away from Marion
Harding 278 Friday night to
make homecoming ceremonies
sweet.

ames, the Little
Giants had failed to assemble
that combination, but the
Presidents got a good view of the
Ross show which produced the
Little Giants’ first home victory
of the season.

‘““We played with more
emotion, especially at the
beginning,”” Ross Coach Rex
Radeloff said. ““The offense
played very well and the defense
was super.

Rob Egbert scored twice and
John Stierwalt clicked on a 30-
yard field goal as Ross rolled to
a 17-0 halftime lead. After
faltering briefly in the third
quarter, Ross put 10 final-
quarter points on the board to
comfortably chalk up win
number five against three losses.

The victory keeps Ross on line
for a possible 14th Buckeye
Conference crown with a 3-1 BC
slate. The Little Giants travel to
Findlay next Friday before
closing out the season by hosting
conference leader Sandusky in
the 1986 season finale on
Halloween night.

Harding, coming off a 210
upset over Admiral King a week
ago, slipped to 2-6 overall and 2-3
in the BC.

Ross scored on its first series
of plays, taking over at its own
36 after a 43-yard punt by
Harding's Leroy Blanton. A 22-
yard Stierwalt pass to Rick
Egbert on a third-and-seven and
fullback Jim Carroll's 11-yard
run to the 28 set up Rob Egbert’s
2-yard dash to the end zone.

The Ross tailback broke off the
blocks of guard Dave Carroll and
tackle Cory Reed into the
secondary and raced untouched
into the end zone at the 6:57
mark. Stierwalt hit the first of
three straight conversion kicks
for 7-0 lead.

“You could have driven a
truck through that hole,” Rob
Egbert said of the wide open
spaces he ran through.

“We caught them in a stunt
and Rob hit the hole and cut
back into the clear,” Ross
offensive coordinator Les Hull
described.

Later in the quarter, Ross
defensive tackle Israel Ysasi
recovered Harding quarterback
Pat Scott’s fumble at the Ross 47
to set up a nine-play, 53-yard
Little Giants’ sa:onn?l drive.

Rob Egbert, who had 93 yards
on 16 first-half carries, had 37 of
the 53 yards on five rushes,
including a 17-yard run to the 21
off an option play from
Stierwalt. Egbert rambled off
right tackle the final eight yards
with 1:42 remaining in the
quarter.

Stierwalt hit the first of his two
field goals from 30 yards out at
the 4:59 mark of the second
quarter. That was the only

In previous

disappointing drive of the first
deloff said.

“We had to settle for the field
goal on that one when I thought
we should have been able to get
the touchdown,” he said.

t drive stalled at the 13,
but Suzrwnlts len-lomed kick
snaked its way through the
corner of the goal post.

The Ross offense stalled in the
third quarter as the Presidents’
defense stiffened. The Little
Giants did not
the second hal
into the final quarter. Ross

icked that up two plays after
ob Egbert had recovered
Harding running back Alnn
.lones fumble at the Presidents’

Thl! Little Giants’ drive
stalled at the 19, but Steierwalt's
field goal from 36 yards out
made it 20-8.

Harding had scored on a 66-
yard, 10-play drive in the third
quarter. The key play was a 51-
yard pass from Scott to Kyle
Mayse to the Ross 15. Scott
scored on an eight-yard run on a
third-and-goal.

Jim Carroll s )1~ynrd run
capped off the
the 7:27 mark of lhe lnll
quarter. Carroll carried two
Harding tacklers into the end
zone for the six-pointer.

““This was a lot better defense
than last week,” Ross defensive
coordinator Joe Siesel said while
recalling Ross's 26-23 win over
Lorain. “It was a good effort by
the whole squad.

“We had good pressure on the
quarterback all night and we
controlled the line of scrimmage
most of the time.

" Siesel added, “‘we have
room m improve.’

Linebackers Cardell Beachum.
Jim Carroll and Gary
and defensive backs ch Egben
and Jerry Palomo turned in
several kewhys for Siesel's
defense. McClure’s interception
and four-yard return to the
Harding 15 set up Carroll's TD.
On the line, Brian Laird, Chad
Hicks, Micah Jones and Ysasi
continually knifed into the
Harding backfield.

Ross surrendered just four
first downs as Harding had just
57 yards on 31 rushing atte: h
The Presidents got another 88 in
the air.

Like Siesel, Hull, after
watching the offense struggle the
first six weeks of the season,
liked what he saw Friday but
pointed out that room remained
for improvement.

“Offense takes time,” he said,
“‘but the kids have been working
on it very hard the past few
weeks. I think they can see the
possibility of a Buckeye
Conference title."”

Egbert finished with 113 yards
on 21 car;i:; aén:d Camr;nll 59 on
12. Ross 163 ya runhing
and 51 in the air. Radelofl
pointed out that Harding bottled
up the Little Giants’ leading
receiver, John Cahill, most of
the game. Cahill, who had 28
catches entering the game, faced
double and, at times, triple
coverage. He caught one pass
but it was a fingertip beauty for
29 yards.






Ross set to meét
Findlay ‘spoilers’

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

Findlay could hold the key to
the Buckeye Conference football
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Admiral King, which is tied with
Ross for second in the

plays Admiral King
week of the season
usky closes at Ross.
does not have a shot
title,” Ross Coach Rex
ted out, “‘but they
be going into our game
about being a spoiler.”
F y is level for the season
at 44, with a 13 conference
record. Last Friday, Elyria
dominated the Trojans in a 200
victory. Findlay’'s conference
win is over Lorain 24-7, a team
Ross slipped pass 26-23 two

weeks ‘n’ﬁo.

“F has improved a lot
since the of the year,"”
Radeloff said. ‘“The quarterback
situation was the problem at the

of the year.”
t may still be.

John Babcock and Brad
Burrows have been sharing the
signal-calling duties for the
Trojans this season. Babcock has
passed for slightly more than 300
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lastic cast y

ﬂnldo linebacker is

probable for the Findlay game.
Rob Egbert, who rushed for

113 yards against L8
bolngbeldoutotc:m
this week because of a mild

concussion suffered against the
Presidents. He is expected to be
ready to play Friday.

Another mﬂible starter is
linebacker e Hrynciw, out
with a knee injury since the
second game of the season.



Ross beats Findlay, showdown is set |

By BOB MARKER tie for the lead, all with 41 Couple that with the Little mark. Findlay the extra lead. when we needed them,
Staft writer conference records. Admiral Giants' 311 total Ross's m. on Jon v 'S run That was it, except for a few said.
FINDLAY — Artistic King hosts Findlay in its final most productive offensive show a spread formation, close calls for Ross and a self- Ross got the TD on
tion is definitely not game. of the season — and the old Ross wasted little time in destructive 55 yards on five its driving
's forte. Winning football - played with a lot of cliche pops up: the was retaliating, covering 62 in , for first half. yards in six
intensity,”’ Radeloff not as close as the score seven plays for the at the got to the Ross 28 early- was a 36-yard pass from
‘No, it wasn't pretty,” Rex complimented his rivals. “He indicates. C:OMIMMHMR hmmqwbﬁmsumwf
agreed, (Coach Dick Cromwell) had The took advantage of for his bobble, broke off a Wauford's fumble was scooped oIt slant
“but it got us a X them very well prepared. a Ross gift in the first ard jaunt to ihe Findiay 33 on  up by Micah Jones and returned bing o ey Mg
The Giants overcame an “We knew they did not have 'MMEPR! a first Ross play. The play yards to the 50, The Trojans described. “We had noticed
early 80 deficit to post a slightly that much size but they were Findlay the Little Giants’ in the drive was Jim uﬂoth.!h-utwonlll later o e and
M%W slanting defensively and they 3. W Carroll's four-yard run on a when Maines stepped “&mme
night at Stzdium.  were quick and that was ca gang the fourth and three at the 2. Stierwalt's pass and returned it Jout qpltc
The was the sixth in nine us . They for Findlay, fell on the ball ‘!’ﬂm topped off the march 11 yards. It was Maines’ seventh With a first and 10 just outside
for Ross while Findlay defensively, but so did we.” ollowed by a Little Giant aummam-nu pass theft this season. the 10, Ross needed plays
to 45 and 14 in the “So did we" is the key phrase.  landing late on him. That of center Longanbach. After that, Ross gave a to score. Mosser, near the end
Buckeye Conference football The swarming Ross defense moved the yards Confusion n;:kt’tlu the right hnmdhnfl line, caught Stierwalt's pass,
wars. limited Findlay to four first closer and Findlay was in team on the for an attempt t had the Little Giants Iamdmnnud::rm.!w
Ross will take on Sandusky downs, three in the first half — the 21. at the two-point conversion cost ition, A the TD at the 3:15 m
next Friday in a battle for a the final one not until 2:55  Four plays later, Trojans Ross a delay of game penalty. which Ross defense was going for two again,
of its 14th BC crown. remained in the game — and 55 Quarterback John Stierwalt’s and the Ross offense on a pass from Rob
was upset by Admiral total yards of offense. The hm-lu.lolmdl-hm pass to end Chris Mosser umom?wm:mw;hyno Egbert to Rick Egbert as the
King 166 WW Tro had 22 yards on 22 in the left corner of the end zone was down by Brad Fife to  wipe out the Trojans' lead, . AT A B A
Blue Streaks, AK and a and another 33 passing. for the six-pointer at the 7:54 preserve the Trojans' two-point “That was it, we got the big See ROSS, Page B-3

“We have come back a long

O S S way since we were two and

Y three,”” Radeloff ’said while
Continued From B-1 ﬁ%‘;ﬁ“‘;ﬁr‘ghwga:‘,’,ﬁ Sﬂl“;‘:em;iﬂ&
five Buckeye Conference games
D L0 0k s 10 80 it was almost ke i had
did not allow the T been the last two years. The kids
theirn:wna3:g1e r:maggfi?:'so flf: didn’t count themselves out (of
the running for the conference

e, title) and now we have the
Stierwalt’s 21-yard field goal at  showdown.” .
the 6:46 mark of the final Egbert finished with 107 yards
- quarter put the game on shaky on 26 carries and Carroll had 65
ice, allowing Ross to slide into on 16. Stierwalt had his best

the showdown game with game passing, completing nine
Sandusky. of 14 for 107 yards.
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m 21-yard field goal, 6:46,
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6-3 (4-1), Findlay 45 (1-

Scere by quarters
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15-yard run (pass failed),
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It, s t. s ' A%
s Sandusky time again! Sendusky rvlry
Little Giants, Blue Streaks meet in big BC farewell game e s g bt Fre g Schos,
1o be 3
:L' U::' MARKER :h. 'umunw Findlay, would have a share of  the season,” the Ross coach nmlnd-dh. 'lh_"ﬂh .."l'o-u. as %‘# -‘l‘ still Is
3 “This Is Cook’s (Larry, Sand coach) referred many In those words, Since
1t will be the end of an era but not the end Ross, Sandusky and the Admirals have  third ] upnnt:wﬁnynmynll that hlﬁhdhﬁ-'.hr(l-)ﬂ
o(lrlvnlr‘n!'mnmtmmurchﬂul identical 41 conference marks. AK has mdoemutomnymm. Sandusky schools have 80 times. Friday's clash at
Sand at Harmon Stadium, beaten both Ross — 21-14 In two overtimes ““The only thing are doing differently Harmon -mhhw
It will be finale of the Buckeye  — and Sandusky 164, this year is they are the ball more Since 1018, when area newspapers began to cover the games
lerence, as Ross, along with Findlay, win, It will be the fourth  and they are running out of the ‘I' quite a .lrrhuwmml-lh'ﬂo
will begin competition in the Bwem t title for the Little Giants and the  bit.” losing Amm’umlhnb-u
lerence next season. first BC crown for Coach Rex Radeloff, Ross Radeloff sald that Cook has his team Roas has won 12 out of the last 16 Including twice In
pl-gcm schedule In 1087 won it in 1083 before sharing the a “run and shoot". 1083 when Ross defeated the Blue 74 In the season finale
The M‘lﬁh‘lmmmw crown with Findlay and Admiral King in can put three recelvers in one area and came back a week later to stop Sandusky by the same score
schools — King and Senior — along 1084 and Admiral in 1085, uickly,” Radeloff said while alluding in the first round of the state
with Elyria withdrew to be part of the  Also in the background, 4 Ross 1o the Blue Streaks' speed. “They throw the Ater the 1935 game, Ross heid & 42 edge, but
Lakeshore Conference, an eight-team win could Little Gi to the state  pall well; their mym had improved Giants did not again until 1941, That 1
cen! the lnu‘n-! yoffs. But that aspect, Radeloff 5 whole lot beginning of the dominance was Interrupted a scoreless tie in 1037,
area. Later, Marion Harding announced that ws the possibilities, is not the goal this  gseason,” The wlnnlnﬁu series was a 74-0 thrashing
it was withdrawing to join a newly formed  week. The goal is to beat Sandusky and win “This is always an emotional game,” by in 1066, 's win was 47-7 in 1049,
in that area. the conference crown, and the possible  Radeloff pointed out. “It's Spirit Week and The 74-0 win was the culmination of four conseuctive Sandusky
Buckeye Conference began with six  playoff berth would come with it. there are a lot of activities, but the players shutouts from 1963 1966 in which the Blue Streaks
teams — Ross, Sandusky, Elyria, Lorain, A victory would give Ross its 13th  are aware of what the primary goal is.” outscored Ross 1780, The Little Giants' shutout streak
Marion and Findlay — in 1954.  conference crown since 1056, Count in the Offensively, Ross will have to contend !uldutzhl.hm. In 1083 with the two wins
Sandusky was the cl ﬂnt{uuﬂdluu one title for the six-team alignment in 1955 with a 50" defense that features by a 1 1084,
took the crown in 1055, In 1962, Admiral and will have won 14, qmcmunmm‘y\huﬁm size, Sandusky had a 210 conference mark while winning the
King and Mansfield were added. That “This Is always a game in which the “Their whole defense will come at you conference title in 1965, '66 and '67. Ross won 15 consecutive BC
it until left in is very much," right away,” said Radeloff. “They like to games in 1955, '56 and '57.
1979. The Buckeye Conference has Radeloff said Tuesday while preparing for a et into the backfield right away and foul up Ross has won the last four in the series.
maintained a seven-team alignment since  Little Glants practice. “Its always an fhe blocking schemes. It is not a reading Ross has won or tied for 13 conference titles and Sandusky 11.
that time. exciting week because the coaches and  defense ... will just come right at you They have tied for the crown twice in 1981 and 1961 when Marion
And now, the final three of the 33 phglnuerphythenmm very quickly.” Harding joined the two teams as
Buckeye Conference seasons are on *Plus, it is more exciting because the 1.(M ame will down the hhuﬂdmnmum through 1085,
tap this Friday. In addition to Sandusky  Buckeye Conference title is on the line.” curtains on Buckeye erence, the | Sandusky is first with a 1 record and second with
visiting Ross in a game to see which team usky, like Ross, Is 6-3 and the Blue  rivalry between Ross and usky will 11969-5. Ross is third with 107-79-5, The Omhﬂ
um&rmﬁmm'mﬂhk Stmk‘:;'nﬂlh!mﬂﬂadeloﬂomm contlnmlnlm.Bu!ﬂmlwﬂlbelc“ e m«uh:‘ because a teacher's strike In wiped
i Admiral Lorain them . next year: it will be the eighth game game Admiral King.
Senior will {! Elyria. Admiral King, with “I had them rated as a contender before uuoz'l and not the finale. ’

Sandusky blocks Ross comeback 16-15

Blue Streaks gain share
of BC title with Admirals

By BOB MARKER Giants’' senior football players,
Statf writer cost Ross 15

It was a little Streak turned L;'Tbl: 15-)';“‘1. P':'l"y was
giant that did Ross in Friday in actually a del game,
a of halves. 4 M said. “‘l‘u game was

in a questionable non- not started on time, 50 it was a

, a possible quick delay. I kept looking at my

whistle and it added up to a 16-15  watch while ere
win over Ross in the being introduced and I knew it

finale of the Buckeye Conference to
football battles at Harmon After the

‘The win, coupled with Lorain plays later, Charlie McGowan

) p s
Admiral King’s 140 win over split the uprights from 23 yards
Findlay, gave the Blue Streaks a out for a 3-0 Sandusky lead at the
share of the final conference title  6:56 mark.
the Admirals. Both finished

with 5 It got after
with 51 BC records and 73 for that. With Ross unable to stop
the season. Ross finished 64 and the option play, Sandusky

a

g
£
i

42. Paul scored on
The title was the 13th that ard run late in the first
Sandusky has or won pel The run ended a 31-yard,

iy o{nln by Brian Curtis.
eliminated Ross's @ Smoot scored with 25
berth in the state Division I the on

playoffs. }
Pint-sized Keith Aaron, a 56, elim sl e o,
- senior nose guard for dlive.smﬂnlxldtheyme
Sandusky was at least 10-feet tall  with 105 yards on 20 carries, all
16 the eyes of the Little Giants.  in the frst hall
aron sneake roug| e o
w}lwt;ns&nn:“bmm wxlo':“.}.’u“ﬁm'.-"“‘"“
er lerwalt’s attempt d N
at the tying point with 1:17 to (o i ook said about the

Tmnblncmrved the win oPtion l:xlt a IM‘ o Y lnmd wu‘u STEVE LETZRING (34) of Ross followed fullback Jim Carroll (39) to make the tackle. Letzring had 119 yards rushing on 24 carries in
season but we felt we use nd

u).‘z Slnd" usky W]li r!-uly hllM’lg it ir < during second half action. Dimitries Jenkins of Sandusky attempts  the narrow loss to the Blue Streaks.

onto after rolling to a painat thelr defanse becsusé

halftime lead. et we were Quicker.” ntrol | PIAYS but could not get the final  unable to move two inches in TD at the :40 mark of the final _the ball a the Streaks' 3 after a
“I have never seen a game en:enn;e;ef:nu ;mil::’;l:l yard on two a . The final three tries. On the fourth play, g 2-yard Charlton It took

uarter.
that was completely night and attempt at cracl into the Letzring broke through and Ross went back to wo.k again, seven s to score but
dl."RouCoIchl{eleoﬁ to 15 first-half plays, two first Sandusky end zone was a sneak ed Ronnie ’lg'mt tal over on its own 40, but .m;ﬁ.y
sald, “We could not stop the mtﬁ :;' T ys:r"‘d;“::g by quarterback mernll that Sor a n.:: R:.re:y. Dimitries :omunmu to b:“hy.unguhnu };a for 10 yards on a fourth and
on in the first half but we h, came short appeared, Jenkins rom getting a p away. Stierwalt's ¢
b= ly dominated them in Mmore importantly, 16 points. from, the Foms cl by ing kick sailed 53 yards to the end
the second half.” Ross did make it to the en for a measurement for 5 zone. Starting from the 20, the for
Not quite, the Blue Streaks Sandusky 25 in the second the first down. That was not the After Sandusky's free kick, Dimitrius Brown ran three pass but then the little
won half by a point, thanks  quarter, but on a fourth and five, viewpoint of referee Gordon Ross took over at the 45 but the yards, was hit, and  turned giant took over.
- to the little giant Streak. tailback Steve Letzring, taking a  Schutt. drive was killed when Charlton Ross recovered at the Sandusky Ross,
: Radeloff and his team may tch from Stierwalt, was hit, “He just would not measure intercepted Stierwalt’s long pass 23. But again the boys in the come
have had a sense of impending fumbled and Sandusky's Steve it,” Radeloff said while trying to in the end zone. striped shirts saw it another onside kick, did not
doom when they were :l;ﬂ)ed Walker came up with the ball. control his tem) after the With the nl;on defense way, signalling that Brown was  again unﬂltwonw&m
uct The second

- with an unsportsmanlike half was a story of game. “He said it was that far manhandling Streaks, the down before coughing up the byt the Little Giants never got a
;*wty before the opening a valiant Ross comeback soured  (the Ross coach had his fingers Little Giants took over at the ball. play off.
1 Kickoff. The delay oluéune. by a pair of controversial calls two inches apart) from being a - Sandusky 32 after Charlton’s 14- “I thought it was a qnic_k_ Leztring finished with 119
: caused by pregame festivities and the blocked PAT. first down. He just would not yard punt. Letzring picked up 20  whistle; he was not down,” yards on 24 carries and

honoring senior band members Ross took the second-half measure it.” of the yards in four carries, contended Radeloff. was of 13 for 87 yards with

{ and introduction of the Little kickoff 68 yards to the one in 15 Sandusky took over but was including the final five for the  With 3:31 remaining, Ross got all of the completions to Cahill.






ROB EGBERT
..Ross

DOUG YOUNG
.St Joe

STEVE SCHMELTZ
'oodmore

TOM PEIFFER
...Woodmore

Peiffer named district coach of the year
Seven area prep football players make first team AP All-Northwest Ohio

News-Messenger Reports

Seven area players and one area coach
received top honors on the Associated Press
All-Northwest Ohio District football team
released today.

The players earning first-team honors
were: Rob Egbert of Ross in Class AAA;
Darrin Wobser and Mark Ambos of
Margaretta, Duane Weirich of Oak Harbor
and Chris Missler of Bellevue in Class AA;
and Doug Young of St. Joe and Steve
Schmeltz of Woodmore in Class A.

Earning Class A Coach of the Year honors
in the district was Woodmore's rookie
mentor Tom Peiffer.

The all-district teams were selected by a
?Anel of sports writers and broadcasters
rom all over northwest Ohio.

Egbert made the first team as a defensive
back. He had five interceptions this season,
including one returned 64 yards for a
touchdown. The 60, 170-pound senior also
rushed for 759 yards and scored 54 points for
the Little Giants.

had two interceptions, two recovered
fumbles and one caused fumble.
Schmeltz, Woodmore's all-purpose star,
made the first unit as a defensive back. The
§-10, 180-pound senior had 97 tackles, two
interceptions and six sacks in addition to

doing just about everything else for the
gl orehruklnghlscllvlclelnm

Lakes crown and
school’s first-ever state playoff nppunnce

Six area players earned second-team
honors, including John Stlerwalt Brian
Laird and Jim Carroll Ross, Terr{
Warwick of Clyde, Ferd Mlller of Oal
Harbor and Andy Roe of Woodmore.

Stierwalt made it as a placekicker, Laird
as a defensive end, Carroll as a linebacker,
Warwick as a linebacker, Miller as a

defemive tackle and Roe as a linebacker.

complete list of all-district teams,
lncludlgfeml yers earning

special
on, appears on Page B-2.
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ROSS FOOTBALL award winners are, left to
right, front row: Rob Egbert, Micah Jones, Dean

VanNess, John Cahill; back row: Gary McClure,
Jim Carroll and Dave Carroll.

Egbert wins 3 most valuable honors

News-Messenger Reports

Rob Egbert won three ‘“‘most
valuable” awards during the
Ross High School Football
Awards Program at the high
school Monday.

Egbert, who doubled as an
offensive and defensive back,
won the team most valuable
player honor along with the to
offensive and defensive bac!
honors

The senior had five
interceptions this season and on

- offense rushed for 759 yards on
156 attempts for a 4.9 average.
The rushing and the interception
totals ranked second in Buckeye
Conference statistics. He also
ranked second to John Stierwalt

in scoring for the Little Giants
with 54, 10 behind the Ross
quarterback.

Other most valuable honors
went to split end John Cahill,
linebacker/fullback Jim Carroll,
defensive end Micah Jones and
sophomore Dave Carroll.

Cahill, who hauled down 40
passes for 568 yards and three
touchdowns, was named the
most valuable offensive lineman.

Carroll and Jones tied for the
most vaulable defensive lineman
award. Jim Carroll had 47
tackles and 49 assists while
Jones ahd 12 tackles and 40
assists. Included in Jone’s totals
were five trapping the pass five
times and recovering three

fumbles. Jim Carroll knocked
down a pass and trapped the
passer once to go with causing
one fumble and recovering a
fumble.

Dave Carroll, who, along with
Jason Schultz, one of two
sophomores to letter, won the
most vaulable player honor for
sophomore.

Other special honors went to
Deam VanNess and Gary
McClure as the most improved
senior and junior, respectively,
and senior Lincoln Flahiff, the
True Grit winners, an award
sponsored by the YMCA Y’s Men
Club.

Captain's trophies went to Jim
Carroll, Jones and Stierwalt.







