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Sandusky tops

Ross swimmers

SANDUSKY — Buckeye Conference power San-
dusky took first places in all of the events to hang a
:‘(‘);‘Sts defeat on the Ross swimming team Tuesday

Despite the loss to the Blue Streaks, Ross Coach Art
Bucci was pleased with the times of the Little Giant
swimmers.

“I was very pleased with the way our kids swam,”
Bucci emphasized.

Some of the notable time improvements for Ross
were Tim Heslet in the 200-yard individual medley,
Jean McKitrick in the 100-yard butterfly and Sheri
Smith in the 100-yard breaststroke.

Heslet was second in the medley in 2:35.5, 12 seconds
better than his previous best .time. McKitrick was
third in the butterfly and took 1.5 seconds off her best
time with a 1:13.6 and Smith was clocked at 1:16.2 in
the breaststroke for her personal best by 1.5 seconds.

Other second places turned in by the Ross tankers
were by Charlie Lease in the 50-yard freestyle at 25.3,
Tina Grachek in diving at 155.75, Doug Ackerman in
the 500-yard freestyle at 6:08.6 and Mark Porczak in
the 100-yard backstroke at 1:03.8.

Sandusky, blessed with depth, had no double win-
ners for the meet. John Illig’s 1:59.6 in the 200-yard
freestyle, Scott Spayd’s 5:03.3 in the 500-yard freestyle
and a 3:30.2 in the 400-yard freestyle relay were the
best times turned in by the Streaks.

The Ross swimmers return to action Thursday night
in a home meet with Port Clinton at 6 p.m.
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Close losses
hurt tankers

The Ross swimming team lost several close races
in dropping a 50-33 decision to Colonel Crawford in a
dual meet at the junior high pool Saturday.

““The meet was the most exciting of our season,
thus far,” said Ross Coach Art Bucci. A judge's
decision determined three of the races, with Charlie
Lease finishing second in both the 50 and 100
freestyle events, which saw Lease miss first by 1.3
and 0.3 seconds respectively. His times were 0:26.6
and 0:56.9.

Doug Ackerman, one of three swimmers of the
week named by Bucci, lowered his time by three
seconds in the 200 freestyle and two seconds in the
500 freestyle, which he won in 5:53.

The other two swimmers of the week are Jon
Gottron and Mike Prybelski, who had their best
times in the 100 leg of the 400 freestyle relay.

Mark Porczak won the 200 freestlye for the Little
Gaints in 2:04.6 and placed second in the 100
backstroke in 1:04.2, Ross's Dave Stover had a
three-length lead in the 100 breaststroke, but was
beaten in the last 10 feet. He was second in 1:15.3.

“It wasn't a day for the breaks for us,” com-
mented Bucci. ‘I figured the meet to go down to the
last relay and it would have, but we didn’t win the
close ones.”
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43-39 victory over the
Margaretta Polar Bears
at the Fremont Junior

l. It was the
first Ross win of the

season.

Turning in victories
for Ross were the 200-
yard medley relay team
of Mark Porczak, Dave
Stoner, Donna Hetrick
and Charlie Lease; Tina
Grachek in diving,
Porczak in the 100-yard
backstroke and Stover
in the 100-yard
breaststroke.

Ross won the meet
with a lot of seconds and
thirds to offset seven

places by
Margaretta.

Porczak bettered his
time in the backstroke
by two seconds from
1:02.9 to 1:00.9, to pull
within 1.5 seconds of Hal
Hawk'’s school record.

Swimming Coach Art
Bucci said Grachek
“had a fine day” in
winning the diving with
153.4 points. He also said
Stover has bettered his
time in the breaststroke
by 11 seconds from
1:23.3 to 1:12.3 since the
beginning of the year. It
is his first year as a
swimmer.

Bucci named Pore-
zak, Stover and
Grachek as swimmers
of the week.

Traveling to Ayer-
sville this weekend for
the district meet for
Ross include Porczak,
Doug Ackerman, Lease,
Stover, Tim Heslet,
Hetrick and Grachek.
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Ross swim team

Present a bit dim but fuure 1s bri

Art Bucel is facing the same old problem that has
haunted the Ross High School swimming team for
several years: lack of bodies.

1t's not as if Bucci and his assistant, Jeff Horvath
cannot see light at the end of the tunnel — they can —
it just makes it a bit difficult to deal with the present.

“‘We have 17 ninth graders and a lot of seventh and
eighth graders in the junior high program,” Bucci
groudly pointed out, “‘so Ross swimming should be

ack in swing in a couple of years.””

As for the present, Bucci is not crying in his beer.
Instead, he has set goals for this year's squad of 14
swimmers that are in line with the ones he set for last
year’s team: getting swimmers qualified for the state
meet and improving times throughout the season.

Ross’s medley relay team of a year ago — Hal
Hawk, Brian Koenig, Tom Messina, and Jim Albright
finished fifth in the state meet for Ross and the time
improvement by individuals of the team, for the most
part, were bettered.

‘That’s what Bucci would like to see this year with an
improved finish in the state meet.

Brian Koenig transferred to Upper Arlington and
the loss of the multi-talented senior dealt a severe
blow to the Little Giants tankers but one that Bucci
has shrugged off.

“He (Koenig) was our most versatile swimmer,”
the Ross leader admitted, *‘but we feel Mark Porczak
is very versatile too.”

Porczak is one of six letter winners back for the
Little Giants. Charlie Lease, Doug Ackerman, Donna
Hetrick, Jean McKitrick, and John Gottron are the
other letter holders for the tankers.

““It’s the same old story, though,”” Bucci reflected,
“‘we are going to take it on the chin in a six-lane pool
but I think we can hold our own in the four-lane pools.”

Porczak will be the main man for Ross in the back-
stroke and the individual medley. Lease will swim the
50 and 100-yard freestyle sprints.

Hetrick and McKitrick will be competing in the
butterfly, IM, 100 and 200-yard freestyle events.
Sherry Smith and Tim Heslet, two newcomers to the
squad, look best in the breaststroke.

Ackerman is a story in himself.

Critically injured in an sutomobile accident early in
October, Ackerman must use crutches to get around,
yet, he has been okayed to swim in today’s season
opener for the Little Giants. Ackerman spent ap-
proximately one week in the intensive care unit of the
‘Toledo Medical College after the accident and now has
a steel rod in his leg extending from the knee to the
hip.

P‘1'he doctors say he can do anything on it except
walk,” Bucci explained.

‘While being able to compete, Ackerman will likely
be struggling for a while until he regains full strength.

Ross will open against Upper Arlington and Findlay
today in a meet slated for the Tiffin Community
Center. The swimming will get started at 1 p.m.

The first home meet for Ross will be Dec. 13 at 4
p.m. with Port Clinton.

Dayton Owls moving to Mich.

DETROIT (AP) — The low attendance at Dayton
International Hockey was the reason he is
League is closing its moving the club, which
Dayton Owls franchise and  will be known as the Grand
moving the club to Grand Rapids Owls and open at
Rapids, officials said home Dec. 17.

Friday. The IHL Board of

Al Savill Sr. owner- Governors approved the
president of the Owls, said transfer.

THE ROSS HIGH SCHOOL swim team. Front row
(left to right): Lori Mitchell, John Gottron, Mark
Schuster, Tina Grachek; second row: Donna
Hetrick, Sherri Smith, Jean McKitrick, Doug

Swim schedule

Following is the Ross
swim schedule for the 1977-
78 season:

Date Opponent Time
Dec. 3 Upper Arlington,

rhiay i 1pm.

13 PortClinton  4pm.

16 Findlay dpm.

17 PurpleWhite  2p.m.

Jan. 7 atNapoleon  zpm.

10 Sandusky 6:30

14 atMargaretta 2pm.

17 Perkins 63

20 Ayersville 7:30

21 atFindlay 2pm.

2 at y 630

Feb. 4 Col.Crawford 2pm
11 Buckeye Invitational

18 Margaretta  2p.m.
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Ackerman,; third row: Mark Prybelski, Tim Heslet,
Dale Jennings, manager; Back row: Coach Art
Bucci, Mark Porczak, Charlie Lease, assistant
coach Jeff Horvath

2 Pc. SNAK == 2 Pieces of Country Style

Chicken, French Fries or
Mashed Potatoes and a Dinner Roll.

$1.25
3 Pc. DINNER — -

pieces of
Country Style Chicken, French
/' Fries or Mashed Potatoes, Cole
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U. Arlington dominates
Ross, Findlay swim teams

TIFFIN Upper
Arlington won 10 of 11
events to dominate a
triangular swimming meet
with host Ross and Findlay
at the Tiffin Community
Center pool, Saturday.

Upper Arlington rolled
up 145> points to second
place Findlay’s 95'2. Ross
came home with 40.

The only event Upper
Arlington did not win was
the 50-yard freestyle
Findlay’s Bill Wobser
clocked a 22.6 in winning
the short distance sprint.

Ross’s best finish was a
second place by Mark
Porczak in the breast-
stroke. The Ross senior
was clocked in 1:03.0 for
the 100 yards.

Porczak also had a
fourth in the 100-yard
freestyle.

Brian Koenig, a member

of the Ross team a year
ago but now swimming for
Upper Arlington, swam on
the winning medley and
400-yard freestyle relay
teams and was first in the
butterfly. The former Ross
swimmer posted a 56.4 in
the fly. He was the leadoff
swimmer in both relays.

“We had some good
swims and some not so
good swims,” Ross Coach
Art Bucci observed.
‘““Mark Porzcak had two
good swims and Mark
Schuster dropped 23.5
seconds in the 500
freestlye.

‘‘Sherri Smith dropped
her time in the breast-
stroke two seconds,’’ Bucci
continued, ‘‘but overall, we
just have a lot of hard work
ahead of us.”

True to Bucci’s
preseason forecast, the
small Little Giants team

could not stay with the
other squads in the six-lane

pool.

One of the quickest
swims of the day was by
Upper Arlington’s Bill
Palmer in the 100 freestyle
sprint. He was clocked in
50 seconds flat.

See Gene For . . .

AUTO
FIRE
LIFE

HEALTH

INSURANCE

GENE OHM

Insurance Agency
332-3113

Classified Ads Get Quick Results
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Good swim, but
Ross loses

‘It was good for us,”” Ross swim Coach Art Bucci
said despite the fact that his team had lost to the Find-
lay Trojan tankers 53-30 Friday in the Fremont Junior
High School natatorium.

‘‘We had some good swims,"” Bucci explained, ‘‘to
take into the Christmas vacation. Findlay is a well
balanced team but they did not throw its best lineup
againstus.”

Mark Porczak won twice for the Little Giants. The
Ross senior won the individual medley in 2:21 and
came back to take the backstroke in 1:03.

Along with Porczak’s double win, Bucci added,
‘‘Jean McKitrick, Jo Gottron, and Tim Heslet had
considerable time drops in the event that they swam.”’

In other Ross high finishes, Charlie Lease was
second in the 50-yard freestyle sprint in 25.5 and also
took second in the 100-yard freestyle race.

Doug Ackerman was second in the 200-yard
freestyle and Sherri Smith recorded a runnerup finish
in the breaststroke. The freestyle relay team of
Ackerman, McKitrick, Lease and Porczak was
second.

Today, the Ross ‘‘Purple-White”’ swim meet will
begin at 2 p.m. in the junior high pool. The squads will
be made up of the varsity swimmers plus freshmen
swimmers according to Bucci.
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Purple shades White in intrasquad meet

The Purple freestyle
relay team nosed out the
White by two-tenths of a
second to win the Ross
High School ‘‘Purple-
White'’ swim meet
Saturday.

Mark Schuster, Jon
Gottron, Greg Bobay, and
Mark Porczak teamed up
to paddle to a 4:14.4
clocking in the 400-yard
relay event to give the
Purple a 43-39 win in the
closely contested in-
trasquad duel.

“We added the ninth
grade swimmers to the
meet this year,” Ross
Coach Art Bucci pointed
out, “and it proved to be
very interesting.

Bucci was pleased with
the performances of the
future varsity swimmers.

Jim Marquis recorded a
27.8 in winning the 50-yard
freestyle sprint and an-
chored the winning White
medley relay team. Mike
Mowery, while swimming
on the winning medley
relay team, was also first
in the butterfly and

News- Lessenger

Sports

news

splashed to a 55.6 in an-
choring the White's
freestyle relay team.

John Issac won the 200-
yard freestyle for the
Purple and Greg Bobay
took the 100-yard freestyle
event for the winning
team. Mark Porczak
nipped the White’s Dave
Sanna by one-tenth of a
second in the backstroke
for the Purple’s other first
place.

Tim Heslet was first in
the individual medley for
the White and was second

in the breaststroke. Tina
Grachek won the diving
competition for the White
with the other White first
place going to Doug
Ackerman in the 500-yard
freestyle.

‘““The relay was a great
finish to a well balanced
meet,” Bucci said,
only thing I was disap-
pointed with was that we
did not have more than 20
spectators. Hopefully,
swimming will draw better
crowds in the coming
meets.”

GREG BOBAY of the Purple gets a breath of air

during the final leg of the 100-yard freestyle race
Saturday in the Purple-White swim meet at the

“the 2

Following is the
summary of the events:

Meet results

MEDLEY RELAY: White
(Dave Sanna, Dennis Eickert,
Mike Mowery, Jim Marquis)
2:02.9; Purple2:05.7;

200-YARD FREESTYLE: John
Isaac (P) 2:07.5; Charlie Lease
(W) 2:13.6; Mnrk Schuster (P)
Doug Ackerman (W)

2
lNDlVlDUAL MEDLEY: Tim
Heslet (W) 2:45.0; Jean McKitrick
(P)2:52.5; Jon Gottron (P) 2:51.6;
50-YARD FREESTYLE:
Marquis (W) 27.8; Scott Pitts (P)
28.2; Mike Albright (P) 30.0; Rory
Keys (W) 35.5;
IVING: Tina Grachek (W)

* 119.8; Ed Weliler (P) 111.25; Dave

Shaffer (P) 105.3; Mike Waggoner
(W) 100.10;

BUTTERFLY: Mowery (W)
1:07.7; McKitrick (P) 1:18.4;
Johanna Hawk (P) 1:21.3;

100-YARD FREESTYLE: Greg
Bobay (P) 1:09.7; Jim Avalos (P)
1:15.8; Keys (W) 1:16.7; Mike
Hergershimer (W) 1:24.7;

500-YARD FREESTYLE: Doug
Ackerman (W) 6:22.6; Marl
Schuster (P) 6:26.2; Ty Mitchell
(W) 7:03.0;

BACKSTROKE: Mark Porczak
(P) 1:02.8; Sanna (W) 1:02.9; Lori
Mitchell (P) 1:23.3;

BREASTSTROKE: Sheri Smith
(P) 1:18.6; Heslet (W) 1:195;
Eicken (W) 1:238; Dave Stover

FREFSTVLE RELAY: Purple
(Schuster, Gottron, Bobay, Porc-
ulN:l!.l; White4:14.6.

Fremont Junior High School natatorium. Bobay

won the race.
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Lease, Stover post Ross
wins in loss to Napoleon

NAPOLEON — Host Napoleon took
first places in nine of 11 events and went
on to defeat the Ross swimming team
120-50 in a dual meet here Saturday.

Ross first place winners were Dave
Stover in the 100-yard breaststroke and
Charlie Lease in the 50-yard freestyle.

Stover, who was named swimmer of
the week, won the breaststroke in 1:14.1.
He dropped his best time of the year by
nine seconds from 1:23.5to 1:14.1.

Lease turned in a 25.9 winning time in
the 50-yard freestyle. He finished second
at 58.2 in the 100-yard freestyle and was
the winner of the cream puff award.
Lease anchored the 200-yard medley
relay. team, which finished second at
1:59.8. Mark Porczak, Tim Heslet and
Donna Hetrick swam ahead of him on
the mediey relay team.

Porczak, the winner of the blopper

award, had two seconds places to his
credit. He was second in the 200-yard
individual medley at 2:25.4 and was
runner-up in the 100-yard backstroke at
1:05.2.

Ross Coach Art Bucci, who was not
pleased with the overall performance of
the team, cited Tina Grachek for a good
day in diving. She was third with 141.85
points, which bettered her previous high
score by 22 points.

“l was disappointed in our overall
performances,” commented Bucci. “It
wasn’t a good meet for us. We had many
poor performances.”’

The Little Giant tankers will resume
action Tuesday night in a home meet
with Buckeye Conference power San-
dusky. The meet will begin at 6:30 p.m.
in the junior high school pool.
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“““Maybe we should start our season in August,” Ross
swim Coach Art Bucci conjectured, ‘‘then maybe we
could get in some meets.”

The Little Giants tankers have been plagued as
other winter sports teams this winter by an unusually
high number of postponements. Ross has not taken a
dip in competition since Jan. 7 when it traveled to
Napoleon.

Since that time the tankers have been splashing but
just among themselves.

‘““The kids are getting to the point that they want to
swim in meets — they are getting tired of just
training,”’ Bucci commented.

With a little luck and the cooperation of the
weatherman, Bucci’s charges may get their wish.
Ayersville is due into Fremont Friday for a 6 p.m.
meet at the Fremont Junior High School natatorium.

Bucci says he'plans to match his strength against
the Ayersville strength.

“I figure that we can get some good swims,” he
said, ‘‘we’ll line up our good kids with theirs.”

One race that Bucci expects to go down the wire is
the freestyle relay. Ross will have Charlie Lease, Tim
Heslet, Donna Hetrick, and Marc Porczak swimming
the legs of the 400-yard race.

‘“There is about a second difference between
Ayersville’s relay and ours,”” says the Ross boss.

““They also have a good IMer (individual medley)
who is also good in the sprints. We are going to put
Porczak in against him.” :

The trip to Fremont is part of a double weekend for
Ayersville. After staying overnight Friday with
members of the Ross team, Ayersville will travel to
Sandusky to face Perkins Saturday.

Ross will also be in action Saturday in a 2 p.m. swim
agallnst the Findlay Trojans at the Findlay YMCA
pool.




