
2024 Season Review… 

 

LITTLE GIANTS OVERPOWERED BY TORNADOES  
IN 27-11 LOSS 
by Chad Berndt | Aug 26, 2024 | Football 

 
The Little Giants kicked off their season under the Friday night lights, but despite 
a promising start, they fell to the Tiffin Columbian Tornadoes 27-11. The game 
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began with both teams struggling to find their offensive rhythm, as defenses 
dominated the first quarter. 
The Little Giants were the first to break the stalemate when Bryce Estep nailed a 
36-yard field goal, putting them ahead 3-0. The score held through the end of the 
first quarter, giving the home crowd hope for a strong opening night 
performance. 
However, the Tornadoes began to find their stride in the second quarter. A well-
executed passing play saw Tiffin Columbian find the end zone, giving them a 6-3 
lead after a missed extra point. The Little Giants, unfazed, responded by leaning 
on their running game. Seniors Elijah Ysaguirre and Zalen Harris provided a 
spark, moving the chains and controlling the clock. Their efforts were rewarded 
with a four yard TD run, reclaiming the lead for the Little Giants. 
A critical moment came late in the first half when the Little Giants’ defense 
forced a safety on an intentional grounding call against Tiffin Columbian, 
extending their lead to 11-6 as the teams headed to the locker rooms. 
Despite the momentum, the second half proved challenging for the Little Giants. 
Tiffin Columbian’s defense tightened up, stifling the Little Giants’ running game 
that had shown so much promise in the first half. The Tornadoes’ offense, 
meanwhile, found its groove, scoring two unanswered touchdowns in the third 
quarter to take control of the game. 
The Little Giants struggled to respond, and Tiffin Columbian added another 
touchdown in the fourth quarter to seal the victory. 
The season opener was a tough loss for the Little Giants, who will need to 
regroup quickly as they prepare for next week’s matchup. Coach Long will likely 
focus on building on the flashes of promise shown by the running game while 
addressing the breakdowns that allowed the Tornadoes to pull away in the 
second half. 
 

RIVALRY IS ALIVE AND WELL… 
by Chad Berndt | Sep 4, 2024 | Football 
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Just when you thought the rivalry was fading, Friday night’s game proved that 
the fierce competition between the Little Giants and Sandusky is far from dead. 
In a thrilling contest, the Little Giants held off a late surge from the Blue Streaks 
to secure a 21-14 victory in front of a packed home crowd. 
The Little Giants struck first, with Zalen Harris powering through the defense on 
a 6-yard touchdown run. However, their momentum was briefly stalled when 
Sandusky blocked the extra point, leaving the score at 6-0. The Blue Streaks 
quickly responded with a scoring drive of their own. A well-executed jailbreak 
screen turned into a 65-yard touchdown, thanks to a series of missed tackles by 
the Little Giants’ defense. The successful PAT gave Sandusky a 7-6 lead as the 
first quarter came to a close. 
Both teams struggled to find their offensive rhythm in the second quarter. That 
changed when Little Giants quarterback Karson Kayden connected with wide 
receiver Jadrian Brown for a stunning 40-yard touchdown. A successful two-
point conversion extended the Little Giants’ lead to 14-7 at halftime. 
The third quarter saw the Little Giants seize control of the game. Senior running 
back Elijah Ysaguirre took advantage of a hole in the Sandusky defense and 
bulldozed his way into the end zone on a 6-yard run, pushing the lead to 21-7. But 
the Blue Streaks were not ready to concede. They quickly answered with a 
scoring drive, narrowing the deficit to just seven points. 
With time running out and no timeouts left, Sandusky pulled off a trick play – the 
classic hook and ladder – gaining significant yardage and putting them in 
striking distance. In a tense final sequence, the Sandusky quarterback launched 
a deep pass toward the end zone, only for it to fall incomplete. On the very next 



play, Jadrian Brown came up with a crucial interception, sealing the Little Giants’ 
hard-fought 21-14 win. 
The Little Giants will look to carry this momentum into next week as they travel 
to Perrysburg to face the Yellow Jackets on Friday. The rivalry might be back on 
ice for now, but games like this prove it’s always just one spark away from 
reigniting. 
 





 

 

 



 

 



 





 



 

 

ROSS FOOTBALL DOMINATES WAITE, HONORS LONGTIME 
TRAINER “DOC” HERSHEY 
by Chad Berndt | Oct 21, 2024 | Football 
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The Ross Little Giants ran over the Waite Indians on Friday night with a 
commanding 58-6 victory, improving their season record to 4-5. Ross’s offense 
was powered by a relentless run game, racking up an impressive 248 yards on 
the ground. 
Senior running back Norris Brown was the standout performer, leading all 
rushers with 120 yards and three touchdowns. Fellow senior Elijah Ysaguiree also 
contributed to the scoreline, adding 85 rushing yards and two more scores. 
Quarterback Karson Kayden, another senior, had a solid night through the air, 
completing 6 of 13 passes for 81 yards and a touchdown. 
On the defensive side, Ross’ front seven were impenetrable, holding the Waite 
offense to just 13 rushing yards and a meager 68 total yards for the game. Junior 
Cade Reinke anchored the defense with 11 tackles, leading the charge in what 
was a dominant defensive display. 
Despite the overwhelming scoreline, the night’s most significant moment came 
off the field. At the end of the first quarter, Ross Athletic Trainer Joe “Doc” 
Hershey was honored for his 43 years of service to the program. Known for his 
unwavering dedication to Ross Athletics, Doc announced his retirement at the 
end of the school year, leaving behind a legacy that will be difficult to replace. His 
contributions to the program were celebrated by players, coaches, and fans alike, 
making it a memorable night not only for the team’s victory but also for the 
community. 
With only one game left in the regular season, the Little Giants look to close out 
strong and improve their playoff bid with a road trip to NLL opponent Bowling 
Green. However, Friday night will forever be remembered not just for the win, 



but for the tribute to a man who has been the heart and soul of Ross Athletics for 
over four decades. 
 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


