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Ross pair dive
into state meet

News-Messenger reports
B.J. Blair and Chad Root will represent Fremont Ross in the
State S and Diving Championships Friday and Satur-

day at Branin Natatorium in Canton.
. and Root, both divers, finished 1-2 in the Northwest
Ohlo District meet two weeks ago.

mm making his second appearance in the
statemeet ﬂnlshlngflrstinthedlstrlctatBowlingGreen

State University.
Root, a junior, is making his first trip to the Canton show.

“B.J.nnkslnthetopﬂveinthestate"ﬂonCoachTom
'll‘ngnuonuld. “and I expect both of them will finish in the top
B G prolimie o b 130 o 10 g
es follow p.m. warm-
ups Friday afternoon. The finals begin at 3:15 p.m., Saturday.
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Davis leads
Hawken
swimmers

Auocmod Press

CANTON — Byron Davis, the

nation’s fastest high school
sprint swimmer, broke his own
state record in the 50-yard free-
style and brought his team from
behind to win the 200 medley
relay Friday as Gates Mills
Hawken began its bid to unseat
three-time state champion Upper
Arlington.
Ross diver B.J. Blair is fifth
h into today’s 3:15 p.m. fi-
nals. has 289.10 points after
eight dives, trailing leader Dean
Tanaro of Cincinnati Sycamore.
Tanaro has 352.10 points. Andy
Kendrick of Cincinnati St. Xa-
vier was second at 322.40.

Chad Root, the other Ross
diver in the state meet, was 12th
going into the semifinals but
slipped to 16th and did not
ify for the finals. He had
points on eight dives.

See STATE, Page B-2
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Hawken’s boys’ team, which
finished second to Upper Arling-
ton in the state swimming meet
a year ago, had 76 points after
four events were completed Fri-
day, to Upper Arlington’s 41. The

seven' events, inclu 1-
meter diving, will conclude Sat-
urday.

Davis, a senior who swam the
nation’s fastest 50 freestyle of
the year in the district tourna-
ment a week ago, matched that

performance with a time of 20.31

seconds in the p round
Friday, beating the state record
of 20.48 he set last year.

He won the event with a final
time of 20.77, edging Solon’s Cliff
Arslanian at 21.13.

In the 200 medley relay, Davis
swam the butterfly in third
leg and brought Hawken even
with North Canton Hoover,
which had led after the first two
legs. Hawken’s Greg Harper
then outraced Hoover’s Todd
Tolson in the freestyle leg to give

Hawken a state record time of
1:34.85, beating Hoover’s 1987
mark of 1:35.35. Hoover was sec-
ond this time at 1:34.93.

“We knew they were strong in
the first part of the race, and we
knew we had to keep our compo-
sure,” Davis said. “With our
strong freestyler, we knew we
still had a chance.”

Hawken’s boys got a third vic-
tory in the 200 freestyle, won by
John Fagan in 1:41.31. Dave
Lamon of Upper Arlington fin-
ished second at 1:42.15.

In the girls’ t::inpte:lﬁon. Solon
surprisingly e first-day
lead over Hawken, whose girls
have won four straight state ti-
tles. Solon’s Catherine Byrne led
off her team’s 200 med-
ley relay and then won the 50
freestyle to help Solon rack up 58
points; to Hawken'’s 54.
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Cincinnati Notre Dame held a
narrow lead over Ann Kelley of
host Canton McKinley after Fri-
day’'s semifinal round. Rizzuto
had 330.60 points, to Kelley's
3291.875, going into Saturday’s fi-
nals.






