1977 District meet…
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Ross’s hopes in the high school
district meet will rest largely on five
swimmers. At the top are the mem-
bers of the medley relay team. Hal
Hawk, left front, Brian Koenig, right
front, Jim Albright, center, and Tom
Messina make up the team that has a
best time of 1:46.2. Coach Art Bucci
says that he feels his team is capable
of and must turn .in time of 1:44 or
better to make it to the state meet.
Backstroker Hawk, butterfly
specialist Koenig, freestyler Albright,
and breaststrokers Messina and
Kevin Casey, right, have good shots in

District swim meet hopes
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the individual district races that will
be held Saturday at Ayersville High
School. Diving at the district will
begin at 9 a.m. on Friday with the
swimming preliminaries at noon on
Saturday. To get to the Ayersville
pool, take route six west to route 24;
g0 southwest on 24 to route 281; go
south into Ayersville to East Second
Street, turn left to Hire Road; go
right on Hire to the Defiance-Ayers-
ville Road, turn left, and you should
see the school. (News-Messenger
photos by Bruce Crippen)

Ross girls lose in overtime
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Sweet tune for Ross medley team

AYERSVILLE - Ross’s crack medley relay
team was touched out by St. Francis but still
qualified for the Ohio High School State Swim Meet
next Friday and Saturday in Canton.

Backstroker Hal Hawk, breaststroker Tom
Messina, butterfly specialist Brian Koenig, and
freestyle sprinter Jim Albright splashed to a 1:43.8
over the 200 yard distance. That was six tenths of a
second behind St. Francis's winning time but it was
closer than that according to Ross Coach Art Bucci.

“I could not tell the difference,’’ Bucci said, while
thinking about his team’s chances in the state meet,

For an instant, the Ross coach thought his team
had won.

“They have two backup systems to the electronic
timing system,’’ he pointed out about the Ayersville
High School pool, ‘‘and they put up a 1:43.3 for us to
a 1:43.5 for St. Francis. Then they changed it to the
official times."”’

Times from one of the backup systems, hand held
stop watches, had been posted at first.

‘““We lost it in the final three yards,”” Bucci did
explain about the finish. ‘‘We had two bad turns and
they hurt.”

While Ross had its little piece of the district pie,
St. Francis had most of it all to themselves. For the
12th consecutive year, the Knights won the district
crown. This year, it was an easy 397-192 margin
over Sandusky, a team that had been expected to
give the Knights a stiff challenge.

St. Francis took home five first places and seven
second places in dominating the meet.

In other Ross finishes, Koenig was fifth in the IM
with a 2:08 and sixth in the butterfly with a 56.1.
Hawk finished fifth in the backstroke with a 59.7
and Messina was sixth in the breaststroke with a

1:07.0. Hawk added a seventh in the IM with a

2:12.0.
Kevin Casey finish«d 12th in the IM with a 2:16.0

and Mark Porczyk's  03.0 in the backstroke was
good enough for eightn. Albright's 53.7 in the 100-
yard freestyle was 18th. Carol Gottron finished 21st

in the diving.
Bucci was all smiles over his team’s time im-

provements.

‘““‘We had about 75 per cent improvement,’’ he said
and if that improvement continues he projected, ‘I
think we have a good shot in the state meet."’

TEAM STANDINGS
Malabar 2
Findlay 37
Ayersville 21
Harding 19
Ashland 19
Galion 16
Co. Crawford 7
50 Margaretta 4
RESULTS

MEDLEY RELAY — St. Francis (Doug Conrad, Dick Lewan-
dowski, Kevin Carmony, Jim Emmenecker) 1:43.2; Ross (Hal
Hawk, Tom Messina, Brian Koenig, Jim Albright) 1:43 .8,

200-FREESTYLE — Jack Waldock (Sand) 1:49.07; Jeff Tarr
(LS) 1:49.45;

INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY — Chip Palazzo (Sand) 2:05.2; Jurgen
Waurth (SF) 2:06.02;

50-FREESTYLE — Doug Schwab (Nap) 22.8, Emmenecker
(SF') 22.96;

DIVING — Ed Goodman (SF) 495.6; Jeff Grohnke (SF) 428.3;
Mike Jones (SF) 411.05; Greg Patterson (SF) 393.2; Jeff
Meckstroth (New Bremen) 383.6; Doug Verdin (MH) 376.4;

BUTTERFLY — Rayse Brown (Upper Sandusky) 55.0; Wurth
(SF)55.4;

100-FREESTYLE—Schwab (Nap) 49-18; Waldock (Sand) 50.28;

500-Freestyle — Brian Tansey (SF) 4:58.6, Steve Blaloruckl
(SF) 4:59.8;

BACKSTROKE — Conrad (SF) 57.4; Emmenecker (SF) 58.4;

BREASTSTROKE — Tim Heck (SF) 1:04; Jim Cory (Lima)
1:04.2

FREESTYLE RELAY — Napoleon (Mark Bertz, Mark Miller,
Greg Jamieson, Schwab) 3:22 (New district record. Old record
held by St. Francis, 3:24.6); Sandusky (Waldock, Palazzo, Jim
Parker, Scott Spayd) 3:23.7.

St. Francis

Sandusky m
Napoleon 109
Lima Senior 90
Ross 73
Perkins 68
Lima Shawnee 65
Port Clinton





