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Little Giant Golfers Columbus Bound

Decker, Moll, Baumann & Hall Take AAA District Title

brilliant par on the 17th and followsd it with another

TOLEDO — Jim Decker, Bob Moll, Buck Baumann and Rob
Hall sliced a full year off Charlie Baker’s timetable

The veteran Ross golf coach didn't plan on taking  squad to
the state high school tournament until next spring

They Il be in Columbus next Friday and Saturday for this
year's edition, bowever, after streaking to first place in the
Northwest District Class AAA meet at Glengary Country
Clubs Friday

1 never believed we could go this year. " Baker sad. 1
thought we were 100 young and didn't think the kids had the
maturity to go — | underestimated them

The Little Glants, who only got into the district field by
defeating Sandusky in a sudden death playot! for the third
position in the sectional meet, totaled SM and had a five-
stroke bulge over Sylvania, which will also be in the state
feld

Ross pockeled its state credentials after firing a
borrendous 172 aver the front nine boles.

“That was our highest total of the yoar for nine holes,”
Baker said. | couldn't see how any of the other teams would
shoot that had, but they did. | was ready to go sit in the bus
after learning what our kids had done

But somewbere between the ninth green and 10th tee all of
the Ross players found the right combination. They carded &
brilliant 152 over the back which was the lowest aggregate
round of the day for any team

“Since I've been coach at Ross, the golfers have had a

ROSS GOLFERS who won the district
champlonship at Toledo Glengary Country
Club Friday surround head coach Charlie
Baker who holds the team trophy. From left
to right are Rob Hall, Jim Decker. Buck

Baumann and Bob Moll. The first place
finish earned the Little Giants a berth in next

week's state competition
(News-Messenger Photo)

continuing history of folding in the stretch,” Baker sald
*“This has got 1o be the greatest come-from-behind effort I've
ever seen on the golf course

“You figure that each of our kids averaged 43 on the front
side. Then they came back Lo average 38 on the back — that's
quite an improvement

Junior Bob Moll was low for the Little Giants with a 40-33-
78 Next in line was Jim Decker, who missed the sectional
tournament. The junior putting specialist carded a 42-57— 7.

S ore Buck Baumann, who has been consistent
throughout the spring. had the high nise bole score of the day

46 — over the front xide but came back in with a one over
par 36 to finish with &2 Another soph, Bob Hall, fired a 441 —
)

‘I was & total team effort,” Baker said “That's the
beautiful thing about It It was a total team effort in the
sectional when we were without Decker Today Jim was back
and he knew be had to shoot under 8 for us.""

Hall was singled out by Baker {or being able (o handle the
pressure in extremely good fashion for a sophomore

He was the last man to tee off today and the pressure was
with him more than our other kids,” Baker said. “‘We have
various hand signals and the fellows have 8 way of knowing
what's going on all the time

“After the 16th bole Rob knew it was up to him. And. be )uu

tremendously over the last two holes. He had

Iymcm

WOODVI[IE - Woodmntr
didn’t play its best game of the

pring

In fact, heud coach Dave
Schwartz said his club played its
worst defensive contest in 15
games. Stll they were good
enough o beat Ottawa Hills, 3-2,
Friday to gain undisputed
possession of the Lakeshore
Conference championship for the
third time in four years.

“This was the worst we've
looked on deferse this season,”
Schwartz said after the ‘Cats
were charged with six errors.
“We made mistakes that should

St. Joe tuned up for its semi-
final contest this afternoon with
Monroeville in the Sandusky St

'ulhndlyln‘ml!lumlcll-

at Columbus. A5 Regional Tournament pext

week.
The Streaks scored & pair of

Mary's Invitational with a 76 char
decision over Sandusky

outstanding par at 18"

Hall's tee shot on the 370-yard par four 17th only went about

120 yards. His second shot was within pi

wedie range of

tching
the green and he pat his third within four feet of the cup after

hitting to an elevated green

Then at 18 with a large gallery surrounding the green, Hall
ot off & good tee shot but put the second in & trap behind the
green. He blasted to within a foot of the cup {rom 50 feet away

10 pick up the par.

I’hnﬁwcmlnllhmﬂhllbyl.mblll-n
mllhv.n.dlmﬁtﬂﬁﬂ“ Baker said.
“Our kids never knew we were in the lead or even had »
chance of winning until the (inal scores were posted '

Decker, who was plagued with & case of the shanks, had &
triple bogey seven on the par four fourth hole which
contributed o his 42 on the front. He also bogeyed 10, 12 and
14 0n the back, but also had a bird at 1.

Moll, who had the second low round of the day, carded 11

pars and seven bogeys

“He was extremely consistent,” Baker said. “Bob has
tremendous

from Last year. not only with

made
his golf but also his degree of maturity and strength.”
Baumann got off to a wrong start with a doable bogey on the

frst bk, ‘Then he took a quadruple

never be made this late in the
season. If this would have been
the first or second game I might
be able to excuse them.

“We were just terrible in run-
downs. Twice Jeff (Little) had
runners picked off and we let
them get to second base."

The young Wildeats, who have
reeled off nine consecutive
victaries in the league and are 11-
31 overall, tallied their runs in
the third inning after two were
L

A walk to Gary Perkins started
the rally. A stolen base and error
followed before senior outfielder
Ron Busdeker tripled inside the
left field line. Another Ottawa

on the eighth

Hills error on a grounder by Jef
Little allowed Busdeker to score

with a single but a fly ball to
center by Don Flick ended the

inning.

“The hit by Busdeker made
us," Schwartz said. “Every time
we've needed a big hit this year to
get runners home or to get a rally

started it seems that Ron has

been the ane to come through. 1
bet you can look back the
scorebook and find elght o nine
times where he has either started
a rally off or kept us going.
“We're really going 1o miss
Nim next year. Of the kids we

In Non-Conference Tilt

runs In each the first and third
innings and then rallied for three
more in the fifth to hold off the

ging Pirates.
Perkins scored its first tally in
the fourth frame and then rallied
for two In the fifth and three in
the seventh but fell just one run
short.

St Joe's Roger Rhoad was

six frames before being relieved

by Jobn Barrington in the

Powerful Dave Frederick
blasted & tworun homer in the
first after Jerry Yeager had
gained second base on & single
and a steal.

The Streaks made It 40 in the
third stanza. With one out,

second

“After that 46 his & has got (o be good,” Haker said
““Earlier in the season | said ‘Buck doesn't bind" (Lighten up)
Today | had fo change that to ‘Buck doesn't bind often’ "

Baumann had elght pars and a bogey on the back side. He
parred the final five holes

“The course played like It did during our practice round
Tuesday,” Baker said “The ooly difference today was that
there was & wind which was a alight factor and the players
‘were hitting from the back of all the tees. This possibly added
a maximum of two shots but the pins were very fairly
placed "

Sylvania had the tournament medalist — Alan Fadel ()
The Wildeats also received an 81 from Jeff Poole and 874 from
Paul Kerscher and Steve Borke

Marion with a 331 was third in the team standings. Toledo
mruuuyumunuummmlummlm
at 33 They were followed by Toledo St John's (3M) and
Ashland (337)

Port Clinton was disqualified after ooe of the Redskiny
signed an Incorrect scorecard

Th 44th Annoal State Tournament will be played Friday

nd Saturday at Ohio State University. Each team that
q‘llllld for Ih state meot will play 18 holes Friday and 18
more Saturda;

First tee dl time Friday is 10 am. Tee times begin

Saturday at 7:30a.m

have playing for us now, Ren and
Litthe are the cnly power hitters.”

Early in the season, Schwartz

licted this was going to be a
rebuilding year. A league
championship wasn't expected,
especially after a glance at the
lineup which showed only one
senlor. Schwartz also started two
Juniors, five sophomores and one
reshman.

“On paper that club (Ottawa
Hills) was the team to beat this
year," Schwartz smaid as he
watched the Green Bears walk
away from the diamond

““They had beaten us last year

St. Joseph Nicks Perkins, 7-6

Mmummm
fly out t right field by Bill
Schaeffer

Frederick led the Streaks In
their fifth-ioning rally with his

su:omm.-ma.m

’Cats Take League Title

and lost only one or two players
trom that club. | honestly figured
they were the best team in the
league.”

North Baltimore, which was
the caly team that had a chance
of catching the Wildcats until last
néght, did not enter into the early

tremendous  strides with that
program this year."

Little, a crafty junior
lefthander, who's now -1 for the
season and 159 in three years,
has been the winning pitcher in
seven of Woodmore's nine league
victaries.

1 don’t know where we would
be i we dido't have Jeff"
Schwartz said. “‘He has been just
tremendous.

““And, he has been a big help to
the young kids. They've made
mistakes bt Jeff just seemed to
overlook them and werk harder.
Tonight, it was our errors that
kept Jeff in trouble, but he just
threw harder to get out of the
Jama."

The 66 tireballer yielded three
hits — nane figured in the Hills'
scoring — while fanning 11 and
glving three free

“We were lucky 10 get out with
& win" Schwartz said. “This
scems to be our year. We've been
ina lot of jams but always get out



