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HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREMONT ROSS 8, DELTA 1

Little Giants open season with win

Ross reels
off five runs
in sixth inning
By KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger

After a shaky start to
Tuesday’s chilly baseball
game between Fremont
Ross and Delta, senior
pitcher Mike Abbott
warmed things up by shut-
ting down Delta’s offense
over the final 6 1/3 innings
en route wti% an 8-1 season-

But that was the end to
the Panthers’ offense, as
Abbott settled down and
| waited for the Ross bats to

respond.

“We knew that we were
coming to play a really
good team,” said Delta
coach Jay LeFevre. “Their
pitcher (Abbott) isn’t over-

?owering but he’s very ef-
ective and he settled down
a little :}:nu:d located his

pitches well.
Delta pitcher Erick
Vaughan had other things

on his mind as he retired
the first seven batters of a
dangerous Little Giant of-
fense.

With one out in the bot-
tom of the third, junior

News-Messenger/Charlie Longton
FREMONT ROSS'S PAUL Hershey hits against Delta during Tuesday's season opener. The Little Giants won.

Ryan Ottney earned a walk
to give Ross its first base
runner only to be thrown

See ROSS, B2




Ross beats Delta in opener

Continued From B1

hit with a of his own, driving in
two more Giant runs as they took
a 3-1 lead after three innings.

Abbott finished the final four innings
by setting down 11 straight Panthers and

12 out of the final 13 batters. For the

“'mebaseswmloadedl'olwasjmt
to get a runner in,” Decker said.
“I was tgputtheballlnplayand

I found a
beouneyi:ceountedfa'ﬂxeoﬂunmat:
drove in Boukissen on a groundout

third base.
The Little Giants (1-0) will travel to
Milan today to take on Edison. ‘



Hull’s three-hitter gives Ross win

News-Messenger reports

Cory Hull threw seven strong innings

Wednesday night for Fremont Ross as
the Little Giants won their second con-

secutive game, beating Edison 7-1.

“(Hull) threw the ball extremely
well,” Fremont coach Andy Dennings
said of Hull's three-hitter. “He was
around the plate all night.”

The Little Giants (2-0) scored runs in
five of their seven

For the second consecutive game,
several different players contributed to
Fremont's success with the bats.

Kyle Cook went 3-for-3 with a double
and a run batted in to lead the Little Gi-
ant attack.

B b A
2 RBD
finished 2-for-2.

out 13 as the Wildcats beat Fostoria St.
Wendelin out of conference.
Carl Smith went 3-for-3 with a triple,
in four runs. Josh
went 3-0f4 and scored three times.

Softball

Milleson blanks Fliers
Miranda Milleson %

shuttingwtClydeforas-o

Drown took the loss for the Fliers,
up four hits and five walks in 4%

AshleyKa'ndoubledforCly&,whﬂe
Alaina Haubert had two hits for the
Golden Bears.

Tennis
Rockets beat Rossford
BothOakHaxbwduﬂesmbut
mlmthadlyﬁrthem

Mnm Schumaker won in third sin-
ﬁ Jack Knakowski 6-1, 7-5. Mike

and NMawvin Deanlk haat Tanh



BASEBALL: FREVIONT ROSS 11, BEDFORD ST. PETER CHANEL 1 (5 INNINGS)

News-Messenger/Charlie Longton

FREMONT ROSS'S MIKE Abbott slides into second during Friday's game against Bedford St. Peter Chanel. Ross won, 11-1.

Wind blows Little Giants past Cardinals

By KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger correspondent

The weather at Alumni Field on
Friday provided some fortunate
breaks for the Fremont Ross baseball

der control, setting the next two
batters on strikes.

intoﬁght-eenterﬂeld, bring-
Hinkle ho
Bothatbats(lngan)gotah:tle
bit behind,” said Ross coach Andy
bD:nnings “He had two great at-
ts.
“He kept his hands inside the
baseball and drove them to the op-
field. Those are wonderful
at bats with two strikes on him.”
Pitcher Kory Decker followed by
doubling to the gap in left-center
field to give Fremont (3-1) an 8-1
advantage as Logan scored his sec-
ond run of the game.
The two-out onslaught contin-
ued, with Paul Hershey picking up

his second hit of the game as the
Cardinals’ first and second base-

m%topickuptbedimc-
tion of the in the wind.
Hershey was 2-for-2 with a dou-
ble and two RBI.
Senior Mike Abbott drove in an-
oﬂmnmonhlsseeonddouble of

thescoringattack!orthe
Little Giants on a double that found
its way to the outfield as Bedford’s
left-fielder struggled with the
weather conditions.

See WIND, B2



Wind blows favorably for Ross

COnﬂnuid From B1

“Our outfielders should have been
able to adjust,” Salatasakl ;.
Fremont
fly balls that we hit out there. We
shmﬂdhavebeenabletoatleastadjust
and catch the fly balls.”

. Logan credit his teammates’ abilities
astheywaeabletomanagetbewhnd
gan. ou’ve give it to them.
outfieldersandinfieldersgl wmsrea
defense and they played the out
there very well on the fly balls

Abbottwasz-ot-abattingandscored

“Webeneﬂtedfmmthem

a little in the outfield, Demxéﬁg

“meyhadalittle
meandpmblemah' the ball

“Sometimes you get those breaks and
sure you take ad-

T
an 11-1 advantage, Decker, who

allowed Bedford’s only run in the first
on four walks, settleddownaml
mlttom'Ca:dinalbattmtoclose

and they caught the -

“Fm pretty pleased.”

the

” Dennings said
“We alotofmantalerraslast
and we cut a lot of those down to;

“We played well def an’dafter
the first couple of innings I thought our
bats woke up. Westartedtobecomea
little more ive.”

Decker only gave up one hit, in the
second and struck out eight bat-
ters while w. seven.

“OnceDeckarsettleddownallttlebit

through that first here-
allythrewtheballreall
said. “I'm very please(i andl
(Decker) is really excited about it
as well.”

Hlnkleandl.nganeachscoredanm
in the second inning to give Fremont a
a-lleadwhﬂeseniorKerCookdrove
home the Little Giants’ first run of the
game on a two-out double.

Cook finished 2-for-3 with two RBI.

“It was good to see the real Little Gi-
antlbcck, said after his 2-for-3

wasrealhappywithtbe

ﬁﬂ tting came around and we
lot more plays than we did last

made
night.”



HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: PORT CLINTON 5, ROSS 3

News-Messenger/Polly Ann Bauman

BILLY BOUKISSEN of Fremont Ross slides into second base as Port Clinton’s Joey Malfara guards the bag. Boukissen was picked off, and the Little Giants ul-

Ross falls to Port Clinton

expectations
Redskins remain undefeat-
ed at 50, while the Little Giants,

g
1
g3
I
4

O Fe'e just not ittng the base-

bnllwell,r‘::idnosseonchAndy
“It’s just that simple.”

Port on the other hand,

looked every inch like a team that

T
EE
ey

i
!
i

M“mu@w
""s‘i"emmm second, and Joey
Timmons a single, scoring
Meisler. Timmons got caught in a
rundown on a steal attempt.
Josh Wierzba drew a walk, as

did Kyle . Kyle er
agg:lomw

Ross battled back in the sixth, as
leadoff hitter Paul Hershey hit a

See ROSS, C3




Ross falls to Port Clinton

cameup head at the outcome of the
tely got

was lifted as

batl(alhra

mputmonmnandseemd Dennings could only shake his

be

he said.
can
vguerrie@fre

»

“We answered in the next in-
ning, which I think is a key sign
of a veteran team,

Guerrieri
at

“I thought we missed some op-

Vince

reached
mont.gannett.com.

sixth inning.

game.
sixth.

and the Little Giants rally in the
ie

ice,

with the
&od.‘theseniorsaid
mound for the first
years, “I was able
thelnttwohittersout

fielder’s

Hershey out at the Bodi was also pleased with the

The senior walked However, he was happy to see

first time since he was a out flat.”
load the

Opelt to
hit
ierzba fanned
to end the
defense.”

the win for the Redskins.
Whmuumein,liwhimla' portunities,” he said. “We came
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Little Giants slug way to win against Bobcats

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREMONT ROSS 8, BOWLING GREEN 8



a win, beating Lima 5-2,

The Little Giants broke
open a 2-2 tie in the sixth
inning, as the bats started
to come alive for Ross.

“We started to play with
a little emotion and good
things happened for us,”
said coach Andy Dennings.

Ross
makes
most of
Huron
errors

BY KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger correspondent
To say the Fremont Ross
team was oppor-
tunistic Saturday would be
an understatement.
advm thtg: Giants t:glé
a younger
deflated Huron lineup and
several key errors as they
took both games of a dou-
ble header, 13-11 and 10-0.
The contest was
a battle of the last man

Huron jumped to a 2-0
g}.;ti in the top half of the
With two out in the bot-
tom half of the frame, se-
nior Aaron was hit
a pitch Kyle Cool
reached base on an error
by Huron.

Then, with a 2-0 pitch,
Robbie Hall tattooed a
m leftf eentermeﬁeld.

360 feet, as the Lit-
tle Giants took a 3-2 lead.

“I've been i
mostly hitting the s
said Hall. “I got in
the groove today.”

But Fremont pitcher
Cody Bischoff couldn’t hold
the lead as the Tigers re-

nded with six runs in

e second inning on five
hits, two errors and a walk.

Bischoﬁ'pitd\eggj&sttwo
innings giving up eight runs.

“We ourselves
a whole,” said Fremont
coach Andy Dennings.
“The errors and walks real-
ly hurt us and they took ad-
vantage of the situation

See ROSS, B2



Ross sweeps Huron in twin bill

Continued From B1

and put us behind the eight ball there
for a little while.”
Fremonttalliggelatnl(;tjx&mninthé
third as inning o
- with a double to right center field and
laterwseoredwiﬂ)tt:roomsas'l‘mntm-
g S to center.
o a 104 deficit, Fremont’s bats
xno;;tooecasioninthebottomhalfofﬂw
Cook opened with a single to center
andHallwasthmhitbyapitch
pped out to first and then
KevinHowardtella
ryDechm‘walkedtoloadﬂme
and junior With two strikes, pinch-hitter

Ottney singled to right field, driving in
two runs

After two more Little Giant runs,
Opeltcameupwithtworunnm'son,hls
team down two.

Opelt then crushed a home run over the
nghtﬁeldfemetogivenossanu-mad-

his third home run in three
of started off a little slow
Opelt said. “But I'm to hit
theballwellamll'mlﬁ it hard.”

Decker and two insur-
ance runs in the on sacrifices
as Fremont held on for a 13-11 victory.

In the second game, Fremont im-

mgdmakingqmckworkofthe
%: ve innings

After walking the first batter, Ottney
retired the next three Tigers on strike-
outs setting the stage for his two hit
shut-out.

The Little Giants then took advantage
of a series of errors and walks in a six-
run first inning.

Senior Mike Abbott reached first with

one out on an error by the Tigers’ third
baseman and stole second base.

Opelt followed with a walk,
up Cook. Cook smacked the ball to

right field and the Huron t fielder
dnmtheball , battling with the fence
came home,

Hall doubled to right center field,
driving in Opelt and Cookandgiving
Ross a 3-0 lead.

Billy Boukissen and then loaded
the bases on back-to-back walks before
eventually coming home on two more er-
rors by Huron in the frame,

Fremont’s bats co to dominate
in the second as Cook smacked another
single and Hall added another double.

Cook eventually scored for the second
time in two innings on a sacrifice fly by

Logan.

Logan was 1-of-1 batting in the second
game as he doubled, walked, batted in a
nmandscoredtwice.

ey and the Little Giant defense
continuedtoretirethe'l‘lgers lineup,
giving Fremont the opportunity to close
the game after five
“He got off to a little bit of a
start,” said. “Once he settled
downalittlebitandstaﬂedtorealize
thatwehadalud,mdﬂmeisnopomt
in perfect pitches, and just
throw and let our defense do the
work, he did a nice job.”

After Boukissen fought his way to a
walk to open the bottom of the fourth,
Logan banged a double to left field.

Both Boukissen and Logan would
come around later in the inning to se-
cure the 10-0 win.

%’vebeen latelyinour

“We did

totogetmrunsandget
outofhenelnsmnings



HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: ROSS 3, MARION HARDING 3, 5 INNINGS

Little Giants romp in league win

-Opelt homers,
drives in four,
scores three
times in five
innings

Giants out of the playoffs

last year.
“It‘salt)igwii:,t"hl;em

“They got us game

that counted last year. If we

FREMONT'S MIKE ABBOTT hits the ball during Tuesday's game against Marion Harding. Abbott went the distance, taking the
win for the Little Giants.




Ross crushes Harding

Continued From C1

After starting the season 3-2,
Ross has won the last five
straight — including their first
two conference games

“It’s big (to start stro

GBCOC). you have a ead in
the GBC and you come out
strong in the driver’s seat —
which is what you want you
set the pace for the year.”

Ross won the GBC for the first
time in 20 years last season.

Eight of the nine batters in the
Little Giant lineup singled at
least once as Ross appears to

have emerged from a period of

slumbering bats. Opelt singled
twice in addition to the home
run, Robbie Hall singled twice
and doubled and Ryan Ottney
six“x%vledanddou&led d

‘e seem to be swinging a lot
better,” said Ross coach Andy
Dennings “The pitch selection
has improved. We're ive.
I'm pleased with the op-
ment and we're doing what
weresupposedtodomoertam
situations.”

The team has wasted fewer at-
bats with improved situational
h"i(twtlnmg8 getting bunts downthe";

runners or getting

in with less than two outs,

runs, yan

Aaron Hinkle each drove in two
runs, and Paul Hershey scored
two runs for Ross. Abbott — who
simply throws strikes and lets the
defense make plays — struck out
onl thneeina callyetﬁcient
Little Giants
didnmkeﬁveemrsbehindhhn

“\}'e m;‘cqne out strong offen-
sively Mikey was great on
the mound,” Dennings said.

The Presidents began the con-
test with a run in the first inning
but the Little Giants were able to
take Marion Harding out of its ag-

Ross shortstop Kyle Cook —
who leads the team with 14 hits
in 28 at-bats — drove in Abbott
with a single in the third and ul-
ﬁmtgmred ogi:mebyOt-

was
to start the Ross ﬂﬁl.’hy
slngl w1thoneout.
“Aaron’s otsosziedgoodcutsof

late,” .

Hershey and executed a
double steal as came
home on the throw to second and

likely
dwbleby}hlltoenithegame.

CJ Westler allowed 10 earned
runs and 11 hits in four innings
for Marion . Jared Haas
singled twice scored two
runs, Chris Crawford scored
onceandAustin'l‘annerslngled
to drive in one run.

Kirt Munson doubled and
scored, and Trent Logan walked
twice and scored a run behind
the plate for the Little Giants.

Matthew Horn can be
reached at
mhorn@fremont.gannett.com.

Male ur
Up at ni
Trouble st

Revolutionary new drug-free
so you'll urin

Are you a man who ha
once or more during t
urinate? Do you sometimes |
getting your stream to ste
look for restrooms wherever
you ever worry that you wor



HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREMONT ROSS 14, BELLEVUE 2 (5 INNINGS)

Ross topples Bel

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor

Kory Decker was a little
wild when he started Fre-
mont Ross's baseball game
Wednesday on the mound,
walking three of the first four
Bellevue batters he faced.
nil?ged‘etlix got out of the in-

without giving up a

run or a hit and gsettled
down, walking two and hit-
ting two batters.

It’s amazing what a 12-
run cushion will do for a

pitcher.
Ross nearly batted
around twice in the first in-
; through two
pitel stak-

ing Decker to a big early
lead en route to a 14-2 five-
inning rout.

“it’s always nice to get
out to a big lead,” said
Decker, now 2-1. “I just
threw fastballs. I wanted
them to put it into play.”

For the Redmen (6-5), it
was the third day of four
straight with games, and
the only non-conference
matchup for them this
week. If coach Todd Brown
found any consolation in
the loss, it’s that it didn’t af-
fect their Northern Ohio
League standing and gave
some players more varsity

ence.

“We got a lot of guys in,”
he said. “We got some guys
some rest.”

Cody Bischoff led off the
first, subbing in for Paul
Hershey in right field. Her-
shey hurt his shoulder
when he landed on it diving
for a David Foos fly ball in
the first, and was pulled
from the ineup.

See ROSS, B2
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News-M ger/Charlie Long

THE LITTLE GIANTS’ Kyle Cook sees a pitch he likes in Wednesday's five-inning non-conference victory over
Bellevue. Fremont Ross starting pitcher Kory Decker ran his record to 2-1.




Ross tops Redmen in five

Continued from B1

Bischoff drew a leadoff walk from
Cory Austin, and advanced to second
when Austin hit Mike Abbott. Aaron
Opelt fanned, and Kyle Cook reached
first on an error, loa the bases.
Austin walked Robbie , b in
Bischoff, and walked Trent Logan,

in Abbott. \

“We've walked a few guys, but not like
thar{&;g Ottn:yaid ot the first hit of th

got t hit of the
game, a single that plated Cook. Decker
walked, b in a run and Jared

hi'ta scoring Logan, before
ﬁ:gtin Wm i,nm?avor of Brad

Joseph.

Austin faced nine batters, got one out,
ﬂeuptwohitsaxuvvas for

first eight runs Ross scored.

“We came out strong, so that was
good to see,” Abbott :

Initially, Joseph fared little better,
giving a single to Bischoff that
cleared the bases. Abbott doubled and
Opelt walked. Cook reached first on an
error, and Hall doubled, bringing home
a run. Logan knocked a sacrifice fly,
bringing in the 12th and final run of the
lnnlrﬁ.,ogeckerhitachoppertoslmrt-
sto who threw to Cody Dearth to

the inning and the carnage.

Brown said his team made too many
mistakes while facing a good team that
created their own opportunities.
sai‘:’l‘hat’sabadcombimtion for us,” he

“It was just one of those
things that just kind of
snowballed.”

— Ross coach Andy Dennings on
the Little Giants’ huge first inning

Ross coach And was
pleased that the Little Giants were
swinging the bats better than earlier
this season, but knew there was some
luck involved in the big inning,

“It was just one of ws that
just kind of snowballed,” he

Joseph was lifted in the second in fa-
vorofC}uisBlguath,wgﬂxmtomsolid
innings for evue, two runs
on five hits, but the RedmeVing u';; couldn’t

the ball, but we didn’t swing at a lot of
bad pitches,” he said.

Ross tacked on two more runs in the
second as drew a leadoff walk,
Bischoff doubled and Abbott hit an RBI
fielder’s choice. Opelt hit an RBI
before being taken out in a double play
hit into by Cook.

The win is the sixth straight for the

hitting

Little Giants, who seem to
better as well.

“They’re going to win a lot of ball-
games,” Brown said.
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Little Giants split doubleheader
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Hull pitches well in victory

Continued From B1

than they did.”
Fremont added two more runs in the

second inning.
Mike Abbott drew a leadoff w.
stoleseeondandwaudvamedto

day. Logan also finished with two RBIL

“I'm starting to get the ball in a
lot and I got a few RBIs today,”
said. “I yfoundsomeboles. ‘m
pretty pleased.”

Fremont coach Andy Dennings com-
plimented 's play.

“Trent has done a very good job in the
five, six hole,” said. “He puts
theballingayhnd doing his job.
That’s why staying up there. He's
dolngwhatwemcpectofhimmcertain
situations.”
Columbian picked up four runs in the
third inning as Jake Peacock and Brett
Kneeskern opened with a double and
triple Huffman followed with a double
9fthe ownandeventu:yllyscogdlater
in the inning, followed by a run by junior
Josh Smith as Hull struggled a bit from

the mound.

“(Hull’s) accuracy was a little off to-
day,” said catcher Logan. “He’s usually
one of our more accurate pitchers but
he got the job done and that’s what
oogntsthe Giants posi-

ut the Little responded
velyanswerlngwiﬂislxrunsoftheir
own in the third
tripled to tﬁeldtoopen
theinnmgandﬂulldroveldminwitba

mAfter a Hinkle base hit, Abbott
knocked in Hull and Hinkle, and scored
himself on an RBI single by Opelt.

Opelt finished 3-3 with an RBI, two
stolen bases and three runs scored while
Ottney was 2-3 with a triple and one
stolen base.

Cook finished with two hits and a run
scored.

“(Opelt) hit the ball well to-
day,” said. “(Cook) start-

ed to get back on track.”

But the day belonged to Hull who
picked up his ﬁrst varsity RBI and run
scored while improving to 3-0 on the
mound.

The Little Giants return to Greater
Buckeye Conference play Tuesday, trav-
eling to Findlay.

Defiance stills bats for win

Continued From B1

"xwplnyagoodteamlikem
mont ou've
gottotrytomakeithurt Held said.
“We were fortunate enough in this situ-
ation to get a couple of runs.

s you e slesdon s iy

g
In the sixth inning, the Little Giants

tried to put together a rally trailing 8-0.
Cody Bischoff earned a one out walk
and senior Mike Abbott followed with a
single to left field.
Both Bischoff and Abbott eventually
came around to score the lone runs for

Fremont.

Abbott and both finished 1-for-
3 while Opelt and Hall were 1-for-2 with
one walk apiece as the Little Giants fell

to 9-3.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREVIONT ROSS 14, TOLEDO WAITE 4

THE LITTLE GIANTS’ Ryan Ottney dives back to first base safely as Jon Davis awaits the throw Thuréday.

Deckerwinson

By KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger correspondent

Fremont Ross senior Knry
Decker found his goove
po oo past Tl Wat
way
i baseball

Decker (3-0) seemed to be in
control early as he shut down
the Indians in the first two in-
mr;gs&sumndermg one hit

“Decker had a great outing,”
saldl.ittle(}vi;g;coadcﬂAnldily
Dennings. t a day. He
had a great day. He did a nice
obonthemouwnguan}diehihta:ihe
extremely a
nice practice ( ) and
MMWame

B
batter for Ross in a role he was
not familiar with. Boukissen,
however, lined and 0-1 pltchto
leftﬂeldforasmgle

“Start off the game with a hit,”
Boukissen said of his approach
at the top of the lineup. “To come

out and get a runner on base so I

can come around and score

That's exactly what I did.”
despite a little indecision.

stole second with

one out before Aaron Opelt

xnlhedand Cook

t to

t was headed for

?l?ese . tination thinking
same on
Boukissen would score.

Boukissen then decided to

try to score and scampered in
safely as Waite's throw to third
also failed to nab Opelt.

With the 10 lead Decker
took the mound in the third in-
ning and Waite’s Mike White
smacked a double down the
left field line.

Decker then walked Howie
Lacourse and Freddie Florez
tied the game at 1-1 on an RBI
single to right. Three batters
later, the Indians found them-
selves with a 4-1 lead going in-
mg bottom portion of the

inning,
See BOUKISSEN, C2




{ Boukissen leads off for Ross

Continued froni B1 - at bats en the contest, said he was

0"'% again

other single a hit in the

closepla)!athom:.scookmmeona “We hit the ball pretty darn well one

The bases remained loaded as Deck- through nine,” said. “If we

erretm'nedtotbem After f that kind of there will
hit into cen- followed with a sacrifice fly and




HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREMONT ROSS 10, SANDUSKY 0

Little Giants crush Streaks

Abbott throws
four innings of
no-hit ball;
Cook, Opelt
homer

By KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger

For the second consecu-
tive the Fremont
Ross - “geammade
quick work of opponent
Mngaoombimﬁonofstel-
o, lar pitching and red hot

Senior Mike Abbott
tossed four innings of no-hit
ball as the Little Gi-
ants eated Greater
Buckeye Conference rival
Sandusky 100 at Alumni

innlng,Abbott
strikeout on
straight pitches to San-
's
The next Blue Streak hit-
ter then followed with a
weak hit in which Abbott
fired to first the first
baseman off the bag for an
€ITor.
But Abbott went right
back to work as he struck

pret-
tt. “(To-
got into a better

xy) I
groove faster.

com-

News-Messenger/Charlie Longton

FREMONT ROSS'’S KYLE COOK tags a runner out during the first inning of Friday's Greater Buckeye Conference game against
Sandusky. Cook also hit a home run as the Little Giants waxed the Blue Streaks.

Giant run home on a sacri-
fice fly to left field.
Ottney followed with a
into left field
setttng number nine
hitter Kory Decker with
nmncsatﬂrstmdthird.
Decker, who broke out of

ahlﬁslump'mmsday,
the short stop
hlsnrstB.BlonKe

Logan came around to

ThethtleGiants(m,S-

1) tallied four more runs in
g:)kthird inning as léyre.le
provided some

works.

With one out in the in-
ning, Cook crushed a 365-
foot homer to left center
field, his second dinger of
the season.

“It was just a fastball a
little inside,” Cook said. “I
just turned on it.

“I had a good pitch in my
first at-bat and I just kind
of spoiled it and got

{;l:nmed a little bit. I've

rkind of ey the
past few games a
decen

pnmded his
second sacrifice of the
game as Fremont took a 4-
0 lead.

“I thought we swung the

bats extremely well,” said
Little Giant coach Andy
Dennings. “We were pretty
disciplined all night and for
the most part we took care
of some things we needed
to work on and it was a nice
outing at the plate.”
Ottney continued his tor-
rid hitting by doubling to
left field and driving in Lo-
gan. Ottney eventually

See ROSS, B2
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Ross beats Sandus

Continued From B1

came around to score as Decker gath-
ered his second hit and second RBI of
the night. ,

Ottney finished 3-3 with an RBI and 4
run scored while Decker was 2-2 with
two RBI and a walk.

“We kind of slumped a little bit to
start off the season,” Ottney said. :
“Everybody is sitting back and

now and finally coming through
with the bats.

“I've been able to have people on base
 every time I've come up so it’s been
- able to help me out and get runs in and
help the team out.”

The Little Giants would then finish
the Blue Streaks (4-9, 1-3) off in the
fourth inning as 10 different batters
came to the plate.

Abbott opened the inning singling to
center and then stole second.

The News-Messenger, Fremont, Ohio

www.thenews-messenger.com

T Bl s e
cen
thatMnmdeits over the fence for

his home run o w
“That was a shot,” Abbott. “Ba-

sically everyone is hitting right now and
that’s good to see, since we're
in the middle of the right now.”

Logan would tally nt's final
two runs by in Cook and Hall,
who had singled doubled, respec-

tively.

hit a lot of good shots,” San-
dusky coach Matt Martin said. “Gap

, doubles and got a few in

the air for two home runs. What else
il
Cory Hull pitched the final frame for
Fremont a two-out double
to Sandusky’s Brian Mullins and strik-
ing out one. -
The Little Giants will be in action Sat-
urday evening at 6:30 as they play Oak
Harbor at Gray's Field.

Tuesday, April 25,2006  B1

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREVIONT ROSS 14, LEXINGTON 8

11-run fifth inning sparks Little Giants win
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Ross wallops Lexington

Continued From B1

The next five batters, Cook, Hall, Lo-
gan, Cory Hull and Ottney, all followed

with singles.

“They were sitting on Hiser’s fastball
and he had trouble the curveball
down,” Strickler

Six different Fremont batters drove
in runs as the first 11 men to the plate
reached and scored before Lexington
could end the inning.

Anytimemofom'battencansee
ompitcherthreetimesweregoing
starthittingtheballoffhlm said

“After we got go. wejusthit
theballhardand did.”
Ottneyfth\:hopitchedtheﬂmlfourin-
o

tteds-for-&w&m dou‘llx’ie.twoRBI

He's a kid that we

tblng and its
unnasoodthatswhathe’smmw”
mrendetedjmtthreehits
whﬂesh'ikincouttwo
“I was able to find the strike zone fi-
mlly saldOttney “(Themnph'e)had
the game
butoncelg itF it started to open
upandls the spots a lot
Abbott and

Opelt, each added
two hits for the Little Giants who im-
prove to 144.

Fremont will travel to Napoleon for a
league contest today.



HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREVIONT ROSS 10, LIMA SENIOR 4

Little Giants
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Ross trounces Harding
The Little Giants’ bats
sent Marion out of
a share of the ter
Conference.
FremontRoss
for eight runs in the fourth
ontbewz{btloau-zﬁve-in-
cking of the
quxdentson
Kyle Cook and Pa Her-
sheyeach homered. Cook

also pitched an inning of re-

4 51GBC) fa'MieAhbou.
Abbott (5-0)

one run in four

went 3—for-5 I, a

double

scored.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: ROSS 8, SANDUSKY 5

Hershey’s solid outing paces Little Giants win
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er as Robbie Hall reached
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Sanders put the Blue
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Continued From B1

Cook provided a little extra insurance
in the seventh as he belted a deep home
run to left field giving Fremont what
seemed to be a comfortable 8-2

But things weren’t that comfortable
as Sandusky made one final rally at the
Little Giants.

With two outs in the bottom of the

seventh, Hershey walked Feltner,
putting runners on first and second.
: l}‘h:egex?mthree Blue Streak batters
ollowed with singles pulling Sandusky
to within three at 8-5 as the tying run
came to the plate in Sanders.

“We never gave up,” Martin said. “I

would have liked to seen us the first three
innings play like we did the last four.”

Dennings pulled Hershey and put in
Ottney to face Sanders in hope to close

out.

Three pitches later Ottney had
up the save as he struck out on
consecutive pitches.

The win keeps Fremont in a tie for
first place in the conference with a busy
week ahead of them.

“We have (Toledo) St. John coming to
town tomorrow, then our tournament
game Monday and then three big GBC
games in a row,” said. “It’s
going to be a tough but the nice
thing js that we're playing for some-




HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREMIONT ROSS

St. John’s Williams
keeps bats in check

By KYLETIMMONS
News-Messenger correspondent

Toledo St. John's pitcher Sean
Williams did something Satur-
day that not too many pitchers
have done against Fremont
Ross.

Williams tamed the Little Gi-
ant bats for five innings as the
Titans held on to defeat Fremont
4-2 at Alumni Field.

“From what I understand they
are a pretty darn good hitti
team,” Titan coach Ed Mouc
said of Fremont, which averages
around 10 runs a game.

St. John's opened the game by
capitalizing on an unusual error
by Ross second baseman Mike
Abbott.

“At the start of the game we
didn’t come out and play,” said
Ross coach Andy Dennings. “We
had a couple of very uncommon
errors, that just shouldn’t have
happened and they took advan-

eofit,”
ta%Vhile both teams exchanged
stellar defensive plays through
the first five innings Williams
was shutting down Ross from

the mound.

In fact, the Little Giants (17-5,
6-1) didn’t see their first base
runner until there was one out in
the third when Billy Boukissen
drew a four pitch walk.

Boukissen was then forced out
on the next batter as Kory Deck-
er hit into an inning ending dou-
ble play.

Ross seemed to have some-

ing going in the fourth as Ab-
bott hit a one-out pitch to left for
its first hit of the game.

Aaron Opelt then drew a walk
to put runners on first and sec-
ond before the Titans turned
their second double play in two
innings to retire the Little Gi-
ants.

Boukissen doubled to lead off
the sixth and scored on Aaron
Hinkle’s single.

Robbie Hall also doubled to
lead loff th;e(slet\]rlenth and ulti-
mately cap e scoring on a
passed ball.

“They made plays and we did-
n't,” ings said. “Our pitch-
ers did pretty well but you have
to make plays behind them.”




The News-Messenger, Fremont, Ohio

www.thenews-messenger.com

Tuesday, May 9, 2006

B1

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL TOURNAMENT: ASHLAND 6, FREMONT ROSS 5

Ashland sTurner stills Little Giants’ bats

fourth when Ross pitcher

“(The home run) was

hndolldwmer Eich-
horn said. “ (Turner) had
that 3-2 pitch that was close
to the corner and he didn't
get the call. But then he
madei:mlsuhxh‘n-
mont is a good team
and if maamm

's agood hitter hits it out.”

situation, especially in a

with uw%‘lthumegreat
advantage. Those two runs

%wm

Ross postseason ends

them, the Little Giants (17-6) must re-
group and turn their attention to their
attempt to win back-to-back Greater
Buckeye Conference championships.
“We just have to play with a little
pride,” said Dennings.
chance to go back-to-back GBC champs
and you have one week left to do it. Se-
niors, its your last hurrah, you've only
got three more games.”
Fremont will host Findlay today as
the Little Giants have a one-game lead
in the conference.

Continued From B1

Giants to within one and putting
Opelt in scoring position with two outs
before Hall was retired on the final play,
popping out to the third baseman.

“(Fremont) is a good team and we'd
like to think that we’re a good team,”
Eichhorn said. “When two good teams
get together you have a one-run ball-

game, and tournament time is going to
o that.”
With the tournament now behind

“We have a



Little Giants get back on winning track

Ross has shot
at winning
GBC with two

g B8R
isiiln
Bogfieesc
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Fremont

FREMONT ROSS'S MIKE Abbott breaks for first after getting a hit in the first inning. Abbott knocked in the Little Giants' first run

of the game.
three innings.

Findlay stranded 10 bat-
ters, and left the bases full
once in the first and once in
the third.

“That doesn’t faze
us,” said coach Jeff

It would be nice to get

g‘a

start there but we got out
giving up what, a run,

After the first
two batters in the fourth,
pulled in

favor of Cory Hull.
Hull retired the first two
batters he faced before Tim

Voorhees tied the at
:e&vithatwo-outs e to

The Little Giants re-
mded immediately in
ir half of the fourth.
Hull legged out an infield
single to the inning
three batters later, the
Little Giants had runners
at first and second with two

outs,
Opelt loaded the bases,

See ROSS, C2



Ross beats Findlay

Continued From B1

hitting a grounder to third and beating
out the throw to first.

Senior Kyle Cook then followed by be-
ing struck out but advanced to first as
the pitch went to the backstop and the
Findlay catcher made no attempt to
throw out Hull at home.

Hall then earned a bases-loaded walk
to make the score 64 before Trent Lo-
gan broke the game wide open.

With a 3-1 count in Logan’s favor, Lo-
gan crushed a pitch over the left fielder
and to the fence plating three more Lit-
‘tle Giants with a double.

“I've been struggling hitting the ball
the past three games,” Logan said. “It’s

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: FREMONT ROSS 11, NAPOLEON |

nice to finally see something finally go
somewhere for me.

“I think it turned the game around as
we came out and got more into the
game and excited.”

Fremont tallied two more runs, one
in the fifth and one in the sixth, as Hull
retired eight out of nine batters in a
row.

Lot Cory Bl T i 1o o
. “Cory id a nice job on
mound.”

With one down in the seventh, Find-
lay ed two more runs on three
hits to the final score 11-6.

Fremont will play back-to-back
games against Napoleon on the road
Thursday and home Friday. One win
will guarantee a share of the GBC title.

Little Giant seniors close home careers in style

By KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger correspondent

Saturday was a day for the se-
niors on the final home baseball

&mnwmwuwn
entire team that contributed

THE LITTLE Giants' Robbie Hall swings over a pitch in Saturday’s GBC title
clinching victory over Napoleon. Ross has won the GBC the last two years.

“It's a great feeling. These kids have worked inning’s first out
hard all year and it's nice to see us accom-
plish one of our team goals. They are a great
group of kids and they came out and did

RBI le Cook,  Cook
SienaRy

Abbott
reached on a fielder’s choice.
The Little Giants then provid-

the
trol at 10-1 Ross came to bat in

*¢
:
i
g

iE
g
:
i
g
]

i
£2%

il
L

i
J
EE
£é
gk

g g
lifje
fiect o
SE__; i
ithy h



Little Giants win program
record 20th game of year
W under the

e ety
Mike Abbott (7-0) closed
out an unblemished cam-
paign on the mound as
o S e be-
game
ping Napoleon 15-3 in six
innings in the Greater
Buckeye Conference.
“The kids are really excited,'

o

outright
Abbott, catcher Billy
Boukissen, center fielder
Aaron Opelt, pitcher Cory
Hull, left fielder Robbie

“He's thrown the ball ex-
tremely well all year,” Den-
nings said of Abbott. “He's
not a power pitcher but he's
a kid that knows how to
throw the baseball when
he's on the mound.”

Hull allowed two hits and
no runs in three innings.

Ross scored five runs in
the first inning and five in
the sixth. Cook singled,



