THE DISTRICT HURDLE IS AGAIN NOT MASTERED

FINDLAY 5, ROSS 1

Defense
ataloss
for Ross

Miscues help Trojans
eliminate Little Giants

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

TIFFIN — Findlay coach Tim Babcock
felt fortunate on Thursday.

Fremont Ross basically gave his team
the Division I district final.

The Little Giants made three errors in
the first inning and two in the sixth and al-
lowed the Trojans their five runs in those
frames in a 5-1 loss at Tiffin University.

“The key was scoring three runs in the

" Babeock said. “We put the ball in
piav and made them make plays. We were
fortunate. Getting ahead 5-1 in the sixth
took the pressure off.”
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FINDLAY'S SHANNON Lussier scores while Fremont Ross catcher Jessica White awaits the
ball during the Little Giants' 5-1 loss in a Division | district final on Thursday.

Ross (22-6) scored its only run in the top
half of the sixth when Stephanie Nagle
doubled and scored on a single by Miranda
Steinberger.

The Trojans (17-10), though, scored two
insurance runs in the bottom half.

The teams split two Greater Buckeye
Conference games this season and Bab-
cock said he anticipated an extra-inning af-
fair on Thursday

“They're an excellent team,” Babcock
said of the Little Giants. "WL re really
lucky they made errors early.

The abundant gaffes were out of char-
acter for the Giants.

Ross won its district semifinal game on
Wednesday by backing Steinberger’s no-
hitter with several superb plays on de-
fens

‘oming off a game like last night, this
was pretty much a shock,” Ross's Shannon

said: “This time
of year it comes down to defense, and we
left our, gloves at home. When you ma
rors in the first,
It’s hard to recover from that, and we did
n'tdoit.”

See ROSS, B2

Ross hopes to end season on good note today

Continued From B1

Steinberger (16-6) allowed eight
hits and walked none in six innings
against Findlay. She faced only one
batter over the minimum in the sec-
ond ﬂwo:gh fifth innings.

“Miranda is pretty much unflap-
pable,” Gilbert said. “She never gets
upset with her teammates. She
beared down a little more after the
first. I think she tried to work hard-
er. She takes it personal — ‘I let
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them hit the ball.’ She looks at it as
her fault.”

The Giants will have one more
opportunity to demonstrate their
mettle and resolve as they play at
Napoleon today with a chance to
clinch the GBC outright.

“We play for the league title (to-
day) and we'll see what we're made
of,” Gilbert said. “We just got
knocked out of the tournament. We’ll
see if we're the type of team that gets
up when it’s down or stays down.”

With eight seniors on the roster,

Gilbert expects the former.

“T'll be very 'rpointed if they
don’t come out and play,” he said.
“We've faced adversity before. I feel
they’ll come out and play. Without
the seniors, we don’t get here.”

The team has won 22 games this
season,

“We've got the second-best record
for any team at Ross,” Hickey said.
“That should put us in the books,
and people will remember us for
that.”

And not for the five errors.

Dominant defense is key in
Steinberger’s first no—hltter
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