2000 Sectional Meet...



Swimmers head
to new sectional

By MICHAEL MOHR
smm

This season, for the first
time, the girls portion of the
state swimming tournament
will be split into two separate
coach Phil Moran said gives
lus team a b advantage,

Is are pretty excit-
ed for the district level be-
cause more kids advance,”
said Moran. “It’s gotten so
fast that we needed to have a
split. Division II has to swim

themselves with no one
else around. Our girls are ex-
cited at having a better shot,
and they have worked harder
as a result.”
For every advantage
though, there’s usually a dis-
advantage. This year that dis-
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advantage comes in the form
of having to go all the way to
Mansfield for the sectional
meet.

“It’s two-and-a-half hour dri-
ve with good weather,” said
Moran. “The long bus ride is
tough on the kids. It's not as
far as Napoleon and the kids
like the pool better, so mental-
ly they wxll be better.

“Also, because of what
they’ve done this year there
will be two meets the same
day. We start at 3 p.m., so we’ll
get the kxds and have a

send them
back home and we'll leave
sometime mid-morning.”
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Ross swimmers head to Mansfield sectional

Continued from B1

Since only the girls were
split into two divisions this
year, the boys will still have to
deal 'with the possibility of de-
serving swimmers not ad-
vancing to the district level.

“There are only 20 at-large
boys that advance as com-
pared to 28 with the girls,”
Moran said. “So with the au-
tomatic bids, we could be
looking at four or five boys
advancing that are slower
than our kids. It’s more op-
portunity for someone who
should be there to get bumped
out.”

Moran hopes to break the
record of 20 Little Giants ad-
vancing to districts.

“I think we can do better
this year,” said Moran. “Es-

pecially with the girls being
split, we could be looking at
25 or 26 kids advancing to the
next level.”

The Little Giants have a
solid base that will more than
likely advance, with Josh
Fate, Buck Young, Dan
Schrickel, Adam Bundschuh,
J.J. Glaspy, Elliot Hogan,
Brent Tooman, the boys relay
teams, Courtney Abbott, Mor-
gan and Brittany O’Connor,
Sarah Berger, Meg Nalley
Beth Hoelzle, Kristen Van
Dyne, Sam Glaspy, Wendy
Farrell and Noelle Stroempl
leading the way.

Looking at the field on the
boys side, Moran thinks there
is one clear-cut favorite.

“Ashland is definitely the
team to beat,” Moran said. “If
some of our young kids step
up and the older boys put on

a good show, we could give
them a run. I hope we can fin-
ish second, but it would be
nice to give them a good run.”
On the girls side, Findlay’s
depth places the Trojans as

the favorite.
makes

“Findlay’s
them very tough to beat,”
said Moran. “ should-
n't be far behind them and
~our girls will probably be
third. We could give them a
run with some strong perfor-
mances.”

The teams in Ross’s sec-
tional this year are different
from years past.

“The only team that’s the
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Lima Senior. I might
work to our advantage.”

Little Giants overcome rough sectional
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mers, sec:
2510 districts - g iace. o pinshigher
14 swimmers.
News-Messenger reports “We left at 11 a.m., and had
— The situa- a two-hour delay,”
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Swimming

meet was over with

conditions, our swimmers

swam the best that I have ever

seen in my time at Ross, I'm
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Advancing for the boys
Buck Young, Dan Schrk:kal

2p.m.!
“With all of those le

ble to stay focused for
such a long time. The Little
swimmers are tough.” 100 free and eighth in the

first in the 100 breast, the team of

was fourth in the 400 free re-
The boys totaled 3765
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nndthlrd Celina (279).
Adv for the girll

Farrell, N
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Courtney Kristen
VnnDyne,lupy Ji Fate, Sam
Jera Johnson and Rachael
Rusch.

' Oak Harbor fares well
m:;ummm
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breast, Spicer was sixth in the
100 back, Geib was ninth in
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Swimmers fare well despite lengthy delays

Continued from B1

Morgan O'Connor was second in
the 200 free and third in the 100 fly,
Berger was second in the 500 free
and fourth in the 200 free, Nalley
was sixth in the 500 free and 10th in
the 200 free, Brittany O’Connor was
third in the 50 free and 100 free, Ab-
bott was fourth in the 50 free and
seventh in the 100 free, VanDyne
was ninth in the 100 fly, Fate was
11th in the 100 fly and 14th in the 100
back, Hoelzle was 12th in the 100
free and 100 back, Stroempl was
fifth in the 100 back, Glaspy was
seventh in the 100 breast and Far-
rell was eighth in the 100 breast.
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the 200 medley relay, and the O™
Connors, Berger and Abbott won

the 400 free relay and took second
in the 200 free relay.

In the diving competition, Zim-
merman was eighth, Rusch was
ninth and Johnson was 10th.

District competition begins
Thursday at Bowling Green State
University.

Oak Harbor sectional

OAK HARBOR — Host Oak Har-
bor’s girls swimming and diving
team got a first-place finish from
Kelly Van Horn in the 100-yard
backstroke and the 200 free relay
Saturday en route to a second-place
finish at the Division II Northwest

Van Horn won the in
1:00.85 and took second in the but-
terfly in 1:01.24, while the 200 free
relay team won its event in 1:46.90.

The Rockets’ 200 medley relay
team also advanced to this week’s
district meet at Bowling Green
State University by placing second
in 2:01.91. The 400 free relay also ad-
vanced with a second-place finish
(3:58.16).

Also placing in the top three for
Oak Harbor were Amber Noggle in
the individual medley (second,

* 2:24.10), Fran Darr in the 500 free

(second, 5:47.10), Allison Jacobs
(second, 1:16.35) and Janelle Mon-
tano in the 50 free (third, 26.94).
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