





Ross gets first win

ALLYSON HICKEY had an RBI single in Fremont Ross's 4-0 win over Margaretta on Thursday.
Abbott’s shutout leads
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News-Messenger/Guy Schultz
BRITTANY BRUDZINSKI and Fremont Ross travel to Norwalk today for a softball doubleheader,
weather permitting. The Little Giants beat Margaretta 4-0 Thursday for their first win of the season.







Ross beats Findlay in GLL

In other softball action: Softhall scored on a passed ball and
FINDLAY — Fremont Ross St. Wendelin 10, Katie Green hit one to third
won its fourth game in a row, St. Joe 3 for an error that scored

Findlay 164 in a : in that inning hit Greener.

%g&m Fostoria St. Wendelin &Wehndthm in &%kﬂarba'hnpmadtoa-
Tiffany beat that and we also had :

5 and drove in two runs. Jen m"ﬂc : l"“l St. Joseph anmmm

in
RBI, was . Midland Athletic League the seventh to win it. Carey 2, Old Fort 0

Allyson Hickey Molly Pawsey doubled and  OLD FORT — Carey pitch-
for with three RBI and Brit- 82me at Rodger Youlg Park. gy, %y 4o “runs for the  er Sarah Watkins fired a no-
W and Abby for Fliers (42). Rachel Dickwas hitter as the Blue Devils beat

winning ,mﬁ';m Clyde 7, Huron 6 Oak Hll‘b“:r:. the Stockaders.

ina ef- CLYDE — scored Margare
gg?t s twomonﬂuu%inﬂw CASTALIA — Oak Harbor Woodmore 7,
“'mreal ”said Ross  bottom of the seventh inning scored twice in the seventh to Lakota 1
coach Mike . “We had to edge Huron 76 in the San- rally for a 7-6 win over Mar- KANSAS — Woodmore
the same amount of hits that Conference. garetta in the SBC. handed Lakota its first loss of

w&y
Findlay had (12), but the kids e were down by onein  In the inning, the season, a 7-1 decision in
are decisionson the seventh and somehow we Kmm'mdndonmm the SLL. i

the base we're getting found a way to scoretworuns Anne Greener bunted her Lockmiller took the

bunts down, the kids are play- to win it,” said Clyde coach over to third and reached m%m,z—n.m
ing very unselfishly.” Marc Marshall. “All of our safely on an error. Honaker Wildcats improved to 3-3, 2-1.

Ross wins fifth straight game

ley gets a little hit, a little two-

footer. Then Abby hits the ball to
The Little Giants extended in [o0ter. Then Abby his the ballfo

. e've been kind of manufacturing
led off with a triple and scored on s
a Fick sacrifice fly, Watkins then  Tu1S like that all year.

The Little Giants lost Mielke,
mawulkuﬂm‘dmam- who was hit in the cheek by a
the fourth, Watkins led off Pitch in the f

tion today, as Clay comes
and scored o a salety SQU6CZE iy ou fo a Grea! Lakes League
“That kind of summed up our ime. The contest will be Ross’s







St. Joe edges Carey;
Ross pounds Fostoria

CAREY St. Joueph
tral Catholic won a defensive

Carey Monday,
o et
a Athletic League

win for St. Joe (2-7). Laura
Hirt was 3-for-4 in the win,
and Melissa Geller and Kel-
ly Halm each had hits.

St. Joe travels to Seneca
East on Wednesday for a
MAL game.

Ross 13, Fostoria 1

Fremont Ross battered
Fostoria pitching for 13 runs
Tk Loagus vickry ovr

ry over
the Redmen on Monday.

Courtney Abbott earned
the win for Ross, while Tracy
Iﬂietookthelossforl“osto-

liossstarteditsseonngm
the third inning, when Jenny

and scored on

mthe Little Giants a 90

Schaaf went 2-for-2 and
Watkins went 2-for4 for
Ross. Schaaf, Mielke, Fick,
Watkins and Gilbert all
scored two runs.

Abbott :truck w to
improve to 5-2. osts
Napoleon in a non-league
game Wednesday.

Clyde 5, Perkins 3

took
theleadintheﬁgl.gde
axxlheldonforas-asan

dusky Bay Conference win
Perkins.
Rachel Dick earned the

to improve to 5-
,m'lkh%dxinmh-

nings, and Molly Pawsey led
&Fﬂeu’ attack with two

def%?eplmlm.
doubh%
menm«nou

Clyde (6-3, M)houtsSt
MarysinanSBCgameto-

Glbsonburg 4,

Eastwood 1
PEMBERVILLE — Jenny
Taulker went 2-for-3 with a

double, and earned the win
as G beat East-
wood41ina Lakes

mﬁ%mﬂmm

the second and held East-
wood to just five hits. Lexe
Warren home;g for the
to 62, andSarah‘l‘aulhar
went 2-for-3.
Gibsonburg travels to
Genoa for an SLL game
Wednesday.

T See WOODMORE, 82



Jolene Williams suffered
the loss for the Tigers (8-2).
“It was a
dream of,” SJCC coach

ill Bork. “The game was
tight and we played an awe-

some defensive game.
“The in the stands
and in knew the

Fick singled to drive in Jenn
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Little Giants sweep
two from Notre Dame

News-Messenger reports
TOLEDO — The Fremont
Ross softball team won two
from Toledo Notre
ame on Saturday, in
markedly different ways.
In the first game, Ross out-
lasted the Eagles 3-2 in 11 in-

nings, with Courtney Abbot ly

earning the win.

Jodi Fick knocked in Jenn
Mielke twice in the first three
i to post the Little Gi-
ants to a 2-0 lead. But Notre

enth innings.

In the top of the 11th, Fick
led off with a single, but was
retired on Ainsley Watkins’
fielder's choice.  Abby
Gilbert; ﬁeldﬁ choice
Horn tripled to drive m‘
Gilbert.

In the bottom half of the in-
ning, Notre Dame put a run-
2 singletoright, Ficksthrow
a 's
mmbuewashte,w
third baseman Tiffany
Nitschke threw to Mielke at




Ross crushes Findiay

S g TN S et
!‘J’A‘f-ﬁ’iif‘cﬁ' 33&.‘.5 A et ol S

News-Messenger/Guy Schultz

AINSLEY WATKINS puts the ball in play during Fremont Ross's 17-2 win over Findlag on Wednesday.

Litle Giants improve to 10-2 overall, 3-1in GLL

News-Messenger reports
Jenny Schaaf was 4-for-
5 with three RBI and win-
ning pitcher Jenn Mielke
was 3-for-5 with three RBI
as Fremont Ross whipped
Findlay 17-2 in a Great
Lakes League game.
Jodi Fick was 3-for4
with two runs, and Abby
Gilbert, Allyson Hickey
and Tiffany Garcia also
scored two runs apiece in

Friday
Ross at Oregon Clay, 4:30 p.m.

the win.

The Little Giants (10-2,
3-1) scored three in the
first,

Schaaf led off with a
triple and scored on an

error, Jenn Mielke
and scored on a Jodi Fick

:lvﬂgle: Fick scored on a
pitch.

Allyson Hickey walked
and scored Ross’s fourth
run in the second.

Ross put the game
away with seven in the
third, highlighted by a

two-run triple by Schaaf.
Runs batted in by Tiffany
Garcia, Schaaf and

Mielke increased the lead
to 13-1.

Nitschke and Watkins
si and scored in the
g ixth to close out the scor-

ing.

On the mound, Mielke
fanned seven and walked
four to improve to 4-0.

The Little Giants return
to action Friday, as they
travel to Oregon Clay for
a GLL game.




Courtney Abbott im-
proved to 7-2 with the win
on the mound.
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Ross holds off

Tiffin Co

BUCYRUS — The Fremont
Ross softball team scored two
runs in the fourth and two
more in the fifth and held on
to beat Tiffin Columbian 4-3 in
a Division I sectional semifi-
nal afternoon.
Nitschke was 3-for4
and Horn was 2-for-3
with two for Ross, which
to 122 (41).
Tornadoes took a 240
lead in the bottom of the first
m&&wm
Nmmmmﬁ
back-to-back and one
uhw.ﬂgnﬂeh atwo-
run single game.
Columbian nearly regained
theleadtinnntlnbottano‘f,ﬂn
inning, shortstop Jenn
Mielke threw a runner out at

the to thwart a double
b gl
Ross scored two runs in the

lumbian




Lot A% 0 |
with an RBI for the Raiders
(14-3, 7-3). Jamie and
Kristen Lentz dou-
bles for Lakota. Ashley
Lockmiller earned the win.

Cori Moenter was 4-for-4
with a triple and three RBI
in the loss for the Wildcats
(911, 56).

Oak Harbor 9,
Edison 0

OAK HARBOR — Anne
Greener fired a two-hitter

- as Qak Harbor (11-3, 8-0)

blanked Edison 9-0 in the
Sandusky Bay Conference.

~ Sports Editor Scott Tappa, 332-6511, ext. 142
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Ross’s super el

COURTNEY ABBOTT is 11-2 for Fremont Ross this season with a 1.40 earned run average.

Abbott's pitching powers Little Giants’ streak

By MICHAEL PIDANICK
Statf writer
s a pitcher, Fre-
mont Ross junior
Abbott

knows the pressure is on
her. If she is at the top of
her game, the Little Giants’
chances of winning are
much better than if she

Thatsexactlywhyshe

“Ihavzhl'fotofcomlof
the game,” Abbott said. “If
Thave a bad game, then it's
real hard for the team to

win over Tiffin Columbian
onMa L

somethmgtlmt

emoys—sortot

“I like it, but I don’t,” she
said. “lgetmﬂymg:s.
Amlal{ﬂ.myparents(
and Ellen) get even more
nervous than me,

“But I have the rest of
the team behind me. I can’t

Toledo Whitmer 4-0 for its
12th straight victory. Ab-
bott is 11-2 this season with

News-Messenger/Liz Margerum

Athlete of the Week

Courtney Abbott profile

mmm
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Family:

(sotn.mo«nrwm

'M‘l&mmmm.ﬂ
Hobbies: Hanging out

They know she has good

control and it's going to
move quickly.”

the season, the

Little Giants weren’t ex-

to do much, after

osing six seniors from last

yearlncludmgNo 1 pitch-
er Jodi Kusmer.

But Abbott worked to im-
prove her game, and along
with No. 2 pitcher Jenn
Mielke, has picked up the
slack.

“She’s really improved
her pitching,” said senior

outfielder Jenny Schaaf.
“She’s picked up a lot of
speeda:ﬂhasanseonher

Little Giants a sound 7-0
loss on March 29.

“After that first we
were like ‘T hope
ﬂxeseasonm'tgomgtobe
like this,” Abbott said. “It
kind of woke us up.”

See ABBOTT, B2




Abbott Little Giants on a roll

“
Continued from BT feeralother playersfornear- =g e i always liked

coach baseball, and at the
 That loss turned out to be a %£1M' il
in disguise for the [Fal sl playing” time my brothe

.. tooyoung. So he got
Greendidusafa-  The coach said his prior o Soys cognay) v







Softball

3 in arow for Giants

JENN MIELKE stretches for a ball during Fremont Ross'’s 20-3 win over Sandsuky on Wednesday.
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News-Messenger/Liz Margerum

Little Giants easily extend winning streak

By MICHAEL PIDANICK
Staff writer

High school softball rules
say a game must go five in-
nings before a mercy rule
ends the game.

Wednesday’s Great Lakes
League game could have
been stopped after the sec-
ond inning, as Fremont
Ross needed only two in-
nings to put away rival
Sand

The Little Giants sent 29
batters to the plate and
scored 20 runs, en route to
an easy 20-3 Great Lakes
League win over rival San-

dusky.

Ross sent 18 batters to the
plate and scored 13 times in
the first inning, then tacked
on seven more runs in the

“The first inning was the
key to game, then we scored
seven more in the second
which was nice,” said Ross
coach Mike Gilbert. “So we
got it over early.”

Ross won its 13th game in
a row, and improved to 182
overall and 81 in the GLL.
The Little Giants hold a
one-game lead over Oregon
Clay atop the league, with

Wednesday
L R R 20
SUNRIBRY ..o ccmnncsorsionsss 3

Friday

Ross at Sandusky, 4:30 p.m.

games remaining against
Sandusky, Toledo Whitmer
and Bedford (Mich.).

The Little Giants haven't
lost in nearly a month,
since a 12-2 home loss to
Clay on April 14.

“We're starting to hit
pretty well now,” said Ross
outfielder Jenny Schaaf.
“We're starting to work to-

gether, we're meshing
well.”

Schaaf was 3-for-3 with
two RBI and three runs for
the Little Giants. Gilbert
said she has been a big key
to the team’s offensive
success.

“Jen Schaaf has been hit-
ting the ball the last 10, 12
games,” the coach said.
“You have to be pleased
when you've got a leadoff
hitter that can hit singles,
triples, plus her speed is a
big advantage.”

See ROSS,




Ross wins 13th straight game

Continued from B1

Jenn Mielke was 2-for4 with
three runs, Jodi Fick was 2-for<4

scored on wild pitches.
Ross added seven more in the

second on five hits, highlighted
atwo-n:llllbbYM gt
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Ross ends season at 20-4
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Schaaf Fick lead area
softball award winners




