1999 Football Season...



Eicher rejects
Ross football

coaching job
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PIayers relieved that new coach finally in place
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By MICHAEL PIDANICK
Staff writer

Fremont Ross defensive coordi-
nator Chuck Lindsey said he has
always been fortunate to have out-

sophomore players.

years ago, one such super
soph was safety Josh Lozano, who
picked off five passes and earned
All-Great Lakes League first team
defense honors,

Lozano is now a senior, and
Lindsey’s defense will rely heavily
on the 6-foot, 180-pound free safety.

“Josh is probably one of the best
hvg‘:;feues as £ ﬂ;e total
package,” Lindsey said. “It's not

great speed, not great ability, he’s
not a great hitter — bmuh:dos all

things well,
partof it. He's made outstanding
oprachcs,iw‘sﬂlequar
our defense, he gets
everybodywheretheyresupposed

injury.

Jose Simms (60, 176), trans-
ferred to Ross from St. Joseph
Central Catholic and will start
along with either junior Jeremy
Jones (5-11, 186) or senior Jordan
Mackey (&2, 173) at cornerback.
Whichever corner doesn’t start
w"jd‘lullishelyseeﬁ:neinpnssingsim-
ations.

“Fundamentally, (Simms) has
piqked"uponevu'ythmgtlmtwere
o S B
Eﬂ , he's going

(Jom)playedahme lastyear.
he’s a typical strongside col
He'sblg strong, heneedslowotk
on the aﬁ:da little more, but
what a great

o BoMartln((‘rl 182),
quarterback, is “going
tobe:aﬁ)(odone,"saﬂ[.inqsey.ﬂe

News-Messenger/Travis Johnson
JOSH LOZANO will oversee the Fremont Ross defense this year from his
safety position. Lozano is a th starter for the Little Giants.

Lozanos team up on
both sides of the ball

Jamin starts at linebacker, Josh at safety

By MICHAEL PIDANICK
Staff writer

As Fremont Ross senior Josh
Lozano lines up at free safety for
the third straight season, he will
see a new, but familiar player in
front of him.

Junior Jamin Lozano, Josh’s
younger brotlher will start at

id ine-

backer for the |
Little Giants,
after seeing lim-
ited varsity
action last year.
“Jamin’s work-
ing out real well,”
Josh said. “It’ll
be good to have
my brother out
there. I got to

lay with a
ittle bit last year,
but this year I'll

et to T y with

a lot more,
s0 it should be a
lot of fun this

started one game JOSH
last year at LOZANO
strong safety in a
Great Lakes League game at
I'\)storia Late in the second
a fum-
blz and belund a block from his
brother, scampered 17 yards for
a touchdown. The Little Giants
went on to an easy 17-0 win.
While Josh Lozano will start at
safety for the third year in a
row, Jamin said he is ready to
get 'his chance to start.

“I'm looking forward to us
being back there together, es
cially with this being his senior
season,” Jamin said. “He helps
me out a lot, he’s always looking
out for me. If he sees me do
something wrong, he teaches me
and tells me what I did wrong.”

The two get along well on and
off the field. But a little brother-
ly competition always creeps
into the mix.

“It's good competition,” Jamin
said with a smile. “We're always
trying to be a little better than
the other one.”

Both will also see some time
on offense, with Josh at fullback
and Jamin at nanker. But
ok playes, opucil

players,
a two-time Au_(gec LL selection.

G lurﬁbabl!y Play a gitle run-

ck, a little !eams,
wgthe main specmm
my defense,” Josh said. "l m
going out there to help the sec-
ondary.

“We have some inexperience
on defense and it’s time for me
to step up and be a leader.”

The success of the secondary
will likely rest on Lozano, the
only returning starter. That's
just fine with defensive coordi-
nator Chuck Lindsey.

“Josh is a leader on the ﬁeld
and off the field,” Lindsey said
“He’s in a great position, he's
got grea! academics, he’'s a

great player, and an

outstanding football player. He’ll

bes:::t}b‘le llo choose where he goes
0ol.”

Lindsey said. “He’ll definitely be in
on defenses, mckel and

back think about what he’s doing,
notbeablemthink"l‘heyregomg
to be in , we're going to
be able to throw the ball here and
there,” Lindsey said. “We will give

back think. But the i big plays, beca
may translate into big pi.:ys for ursome wuﬁnﬁkeson‘:eds:dsnf
ing offenses. and not check into the right
“lbehevemnmlmgquuaner things.”
Do-lt-Yourself...
with a little help
from us!!
* Republic hollow metal
doors & frames
«All S masonry
supplies
* Thoroseal waterproof
coating '
* Unit Steps m s
o ks PRAIRIE BUILDERS SUPPLY, INC.
* Patio bricks The Home of Quality
* Concrete blocks 2114 W. Hayes Ave. Ph. (419)332-7546
" « Cement Fremont, Ohlo 43420

Time for a NEW CAR?

Check out our great rates!

Used Car Loans

8.00%*™

New Car Loans
7.50%* *=

CLYDE HNDIAY AREA

Lq‘?.mfzztis:!

Rake. Redicions cpoky. See ou Loan



Fremont Ross may have lost 10
of 11 defensive but there
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Junior Alfonso Vann (62, 190)
and junior Jamin Lozano (5-10, 160)
are starters on the outside and
senior Jason Hull (510, 215) and
mmm%mmn

mrhdg
game in place of Jason Billow
season, Lozano also saw play-
l!lutm =
t's all back to
“Those kids have no
whatsoever, but in our
four
have got to be able to make plays.”
is high on

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR Chuck Lindsey instructs Jamin Lozano, 25,
and other Ross defenders during preseason practice.

try to put our best athlete at that
position, and I think he’s definitely

i fonso V: “Our linebackers are looking
- b "“':m ‘geat good” Vamn said. “I think we're
feet, but he'’s the going to do pretty good, we have
he played defensive end last year. I  good all-around team R

Good Luck
To All The Area Teams!

LINDSEY
539 S. Main St.

FREMONT
1515 Croghan St. e
. LUMBER COMPANY

A-1 RENTAL

1415 Cleveland Road
Sandusky, Ohio

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

TOOL AND PARTY RENTALS
626-4053
1-800-648-0168

McCord replaces McCord

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

The special teams units for
Fremont Ross were a strength in
5 o o, e
team’s A
But, just like on offense and
defense, nearly all of the key per-
formers are gone.

At punter, where Dan Cobb
averaged 37.9 yards per kick last
season, both ck David

L i
e,
ut Ross coach Mmr

|| would not name a definite

starter.
“We're not dead set on it,” he
ing to see
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{lrdlper and broke free
Soces Sy i Ras W

eremy Jones, Ryan Wil-
mandl(anﬁdmsonwﬂlget

lt's not
whether you
win or loge.
lt's where
you go after
the game.

0

t!

\ McDonald

\

!\/’

Whether your team is feeling the thrill of victory
or the agony of defeat. McDonald's* is everyone’s
favorite place to celebrate..or commiserate.

Fremont - Clyde - Bellevue
Oak Harbor - Catawba
Port Clinton

a-«M"’®"‘



6,8 To The N g

Line gets four
new starters

Legg is lone holdover from last year

By MICHAEL PIDANICK
Staff writer

It wasn’t hard to see

ter Brooks ]

“We're doing good, we've got
some athletes,” said Obermeyer.
“We play a lot of different sports.
We're a lot more athletic than
last yenr.ubutljust llsot as strong -

. We'll rely a lot more on penalty.

Obermeyer (6-1, 215), Legg (now almost exclusively a running
a 6oot-2, 205-pound junior) and team last year, hope to pass the
ball approximately 30 percent of
the time. The man responsible for

the Euclid scrimmage, although a

Fremont, Ohio, Thursday, August 26, 1999

Athletic
junior Rhodes
takes over at
quarterback

By MICHAEL PIDANICK
writer

David Rhodes’ has the on:

thing required of a ﬂ:mnerbac

thrust into the starting
varsity lineup: confidence.

That’s something he will need
as he becomes the first starting
quarterback of the Mike Eicher

athleti

little bit of both of his skills.
“He’s grasping terminology

and hew'zur!mning the offense

20-yarder was called back by a | pretty

The first step in turning his
varsity career into a successful
one is ing Eicher’s offense.
So far so good, Rhodes said.

FREMONT ROSS

DAVID RHODES, left, is one of the better defensive backs on Fremont Ross,
but his main role this year will be at starting quarterback.

“I think I'm do
P o

well,” he said.
are getting to me a little bit, 'm
che&nf ys, calling plays on
line. I’ g‘mdy for the sea-
son.”

Fullback Aaron Hines has
risen
Rhodes, as both saw time pri-
marily on the junior varsity

squad last year. Hines said he
thmksllhocgeswillmkeagood

quarterback.

“I like Dave,” he said. “I've
been working with Dave for
three or four years. He's quick,
he can throw, he can run the
option. We have a bunch of dif-

ferent ways he can go at the
ense.”

ariables  def

Said fullback Josh Lozano:

the

long way. He’s got good speed
magoodnmonhﬁn.'
JordnnMackcy,whowﬂlp‘l'ilﬁ
the “X” receiver
likely be the recipient of
Rhodes passes. He has hi
hop;sftarlﬁs oo ck. i
“David’s lool great,”
Mackey said. “He’s going to be
one of the best quarterbacks
Ross has seen in a long time.
He’s looking real good.”
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Fremont Ross Little G

Out with
the old, in
with the ...
old, at Ross

By SCOTT TAPPA
—_—— Ross in '98
th e ot the warkd ges reay i

turn the page and begin a new mil. | R9ss21, TOLEDOCC 13

ROSS 14, Akron Buchtel 6

ance. But something didnt FINDLAY 45, Ross 8
““s‘ii“ui‘{’}m Giants lling H4O°f'AE TEAM’IN”CAPS
were roi
through their schedule, but really, | 1999 schedule
n

aren’ Fri, Aug. 27 ...... TOLEDO CC
LR ST N FLSoL3. oo ST JoHNS
i i 10 ... .St. Francis (at Penysburg)
Sure, the Little Giants were rolling i, Sep, 17 ey

to

Mﬁqunerbackmdercoadl 22 offensive and defense

Pete Moore in 1980, to be the new andboththeptmta'andkm
mmmhmmm gone, too

uate of the Fremont public Gone are powerful linemen Frank
school to serve as head football Kaiser and Brian Hill, pile-moving
coach since Les Binkley a half-centu- back John Forshtay and the speedy
And the down lane are ensive
Mm’tsapxmmo( Sewell wmummm
names out of recent Ross history backers Josh Liggins, Andrew Diller
stopped by the field during and Jason Billow and the GLLs top

including Moore, defensive back, Aaron Coonrod.

News. Iz
DEL ENDERS, a holdover from last
year's staff, barks instructions at Matt
Thiessen in preseason practice.

them St. Joe transfer Jose Simms.
Aaron Hines, Kendrid Nason and
Josh Lozano will be the fullbacks.
On the line, only guard Rick
ret\ml(glseMyassaw i

]

No. Name
5 Xavier Darden .. ... 5-9

8 Craig Hickey ..... 5-11
9 Joelopez....... 5-11
10 Brian McCord ... .5-11
11 David Rhodes ... .. 6-0
12 George Forbes .. .5-11

13 Clayton Billow ... .. 5-9
14 Jordan Mackey 6-2
15 John Meggitt 5-9
16 Allen Keegan 5-9

23 Tommy Wagner
25 Jamin Lozano
34 Jose Deleon ...... 5-9
Thomas 5-10
Aaron Hines .. .... 6-0
Alfonso Vann . . . .. . 6-2
Tyrus Hamilton . .. .58
Matt Thiessen . .. .5-10
Steven Sieberg . ...5-9
61
JasonHull ....... 510
Jared Kingsborough 6'0




28, Supplement To The News-Messenger, Fremont, Ohio, Thursday, August 26, 1999

Eicher returns to

coach alma mater

By Scott Tappa, sports editor

n June 11, Mike Eicher accepted Fremont Ross’s |

itation to return to replace Dan Pallante as |
head football coach. In doing so, he became the

first graduate of Fremont’s public high school to serve |
as head coach for his alma mater since Les Binkley’s

stint from 194649 (Binkley graduated from Fremont |
High School, before the school’s name changed to Ross). |

After Eicher left Willoughby South, he had less than ‘
two months before the start of fall practice to get a lot of |

things accomplished: hire a coaching staff, learn his

kids’ names, install offensive and defensive schemes, set
up his office, find an apartment, get cable installed, etc.

There hasn’t been much time for activities unrelated to
football, but that suits the “new” coach just fine.

Eicher sat down recently with News-Messenger sports
editor Scott Tappa and talked about the state of the Ross

At
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EICHER takes over the Ross head job this year after 12 years of head coaching experience at three schools.
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DAVID RHODES, 11, mmmmm-mrﬁw«unmmtomwmmhmmzmm Friday.

Ross shuts out Central in Eicher’s retum home

Next Friday

back pounced on the ball in
the end zone.
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See ROSS, B3

runs wild

Margerum

News-Messenger/Liz Margerum

BROOKS OBERMEYER, a Ross co-captain, celebrates after one
of the Little Giants' four touchdowns in Friday's win.
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After an opening week full of rival-
ry and Intrigue, this week's docket
« seems pretty mundane,

The top game appears to be Clyde
at Tiffin  the two figure to
exceed the combined total of seven

points they scored in last year's meet-
ing. St. Joe, the only area team to
lose last week, should well
against St. Mary's, and Mike Eicher
looks to stay undefeated at Ross.

Inthe SLL, Gibsonburg looks to go
1-0 l?llnll improved uko, Wood

aces an enigmatic Northwood
lquw and Lakota tries to put togeth-
er a winning streak against Lake.
Margaretta and Willard appear even-
ly matched, unlike Bellevue and
Cincinnati Woodward.

TOLEDO ST, JOHN'S (0-1) at
FREMONT ROSS (1-0)

When: Friday, 7:30 p.m.

Where: Harmon Stadium

Last week: Ross 27, Toledo Cen-
tral Catholic 0; Columbus DeSales
26, St. John's 18

Radio: WFRO AM-900 (Jerry Rei-
dling play-by-play, Don King color,
Rob Kerr sidelines; pregame at 6:45

m.)

St. John's players to watch:
TE/LB Dan Spenthoff, DB B.J.
Schlageter, RB/DB Justin
Ochmanek, RB/DB Greg Owens,
OL/DL Blair Kramer, OL/DL Jordan
Brady

You should know: Ross was im-
pressive in its opening win against
Toledo Central Catholic, but positives
were offset by some negatives. The
Little Giants rushed for 309 yards, but
accumulated 12 penalties for 80
yards. The Irish mustered just 127
yards in total offense, but appeared
overmatched at times. After dominat-
ing the first and third quarters, Ross
appeared to let down in the second
and fourth. “I think we could have
done better,” lineman Rick Legg said
after the game. “We got a little hesi-
tant on the line, and the backs were
a little hesitant about going through
the holes. After that, we got in a
groove.” Quarterback David Rhodes,
a demon running in the open field,
never got in a passing groove, pri-
marily because his throwing elbow
was bruised. How much that injury af-
fected coach Mike Eicher's game
plan remains to be seen. St. John's
dropped a tough opener 26-18 to
perennial Division Il power Columbus
DeSales in Columbus last week. The
Titans were also hurt by penalties,
racking up 50 yards on one series,
“taking them out of scoring position.
Greg Owens, a 5-foot-9 senior, led St.
John's with 81 yards rushing against
DeSales. Linebacker Dan Spenthoff
and defensive back B.J. Schlageter
lead coach Matt Dzierwa's defense.

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

1t was a combination that
md only lead to bad re-

Poor field position, an in-
effective running game and
a devastating injury ﬁ:ﬂ

on Fremont Ross
t, as the Little Gmnta
drop) leJ)e\'l a 33-0 decision to
St. John's at Harmon

“lt’s tough, it’s always
u;fh and when you lose
you don’ tplay well, it’s
even to " said Ross
coach Elcher whose
w?’hn fell to 1- :
e disparity in average
field mltion began earl;s in
uaner. and the
continued to be

der of the ga %ro me. Of 96 plays
contested from scrimmage,
a staggering 73 of them

Ross territory (76

Onthegromd Ross mus-
tered just 59 yards on 31
carries, or 1.9 yards per
carry. The stingy Titans run
defense became even
er once the Little Gumts

DaVId

News-Messenger/Liz
JOSH LOZANO is dragged down by Toledo St. John's linebacker Creighton Call in the Titans’ 33-0 win over Ross on Friday.

St. John’s shuts out Little Giants at Harmon

Friday
Toledo St. John's ..

Next
Ross at Toledo St. Francis,
at Perrysburg, Friday, 7:30 p.m.

Rhodes, left the game with

anmjuryanerjustm

'ﬁnemhenmcau 2

ing to sophomore bas

extended varsity playing
time at
siege from St. John's
, Martin completed
3-of-12 pnuec for 30 yards,
but was intercepted twice.
After staving off several
Titans offensive chances,
the Ross defense finally al-
lowed its to pull away
behind the strong arm of
g&anerbac Andrew
onehouse and the power
of Justin

“We definitely didn’t do

wsl offensively
vn&m icher said. “The
defense did some good
things, we Just couldn’t gel
offensively.”

The game started on an

momoan DNSTO

- e

Margerum

RICK LEGG bears down on Toledo St. John's quarterback Andrew
Rhonehouse for one of his eight tackles Friday.

ominous note for Ross. Af-  Eicher said the scaled-

ter Jose Simms for down offense Martin was
no gain on the play, asked to run played

Rhodes was mtercepted by to the strength of St
Ochmanek. John’s defense.

Rhodes was replaced im-
mediately by Martin.



Ross suffers first loss, loses starting quarterback

, St. John’s coach
Matt Dzierwa said his defense did-
n'tdngeutallwnhuarﬁnmtlw

game,
“We kept with our same stuff,”
Dzierwa said.

Still, even with the
that Rhodes was
win over

the on ;

O\ scoul se (Rodes) got
mﬁwﬂoﬂo{ﬂ\emh}
the hﬁm.htwem?an-
i
wa s very,
we 't think he' be out

But Eicher and his team, know-
that Rhodes’ injured elbow
limit his abilities in Friday’s
gy

game. weren
counting on Rhodes to witha

“All week we talked about the

&

g

of Bo running the team, .
e

s0 it wasn't like that
we hadn’t talked about it,”
were

After the quick to
5 g oo g
a )
Rhonehouse fumbled on his own 6-
yard-line, with Bryan Root recov-
for Ross.

4

-

N

_ News-Messenger/Liz Margerum
BO MARTIN, 19, replaced the injured David Rhodes at quarterback for Fre-
mont Ross on Friday, and passed for 30 yards.

ried out the back of the end zone for -
a safety.

After several more short posses-
sions by each team, St. John's
scored the game’s first offensive
touchdown, with toss-

;
§
2
3

g
E

E
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field position. The se-
o 1 oo ey ot
iekofts for touchbacks in the sec-
ond half,

‘Whuilfcanndowntoit,.lmg

; . Then we

o Ay, B e, o

mmmbhmﬂnm-

Defensively, Josh Lozano unoffi-

ik Lagg had eight. Vanmnand My
m e

ers each .ﬂ.‘

Ross finishes its tour of the Tole-

do City ’s elite teams next
week, when the Little Giants travel

to Perrysburg to take on Toledo St.
Francis,




Records: Ross 1-1, 8t Joh's 1.1



noua-tmm.loonm(o-z)
When: Friday, 7:30 p.m.
Where: Perrysburg High School
uuuulc&. 'lsa.Rouo Whitmer 21,
St. Francis 0

St. Francis players to watch: FB Ryan Pud-
lowski, WR John Skeldon, OL Matt Taylor, DL Ja-
son Mercurio, LB Kevin Geha

Ross — QB David Rhodes (bro-
ken tibia) out; St. Francis — QB Bill Bingle, out

You should know: The Little Giants may have
lost quarterback David Rhodes for an ex-
tended of time, but don’t expect the Knights
to shed any tears for Ross. St. Francis has already
seem its top two quarterbacks sidelined by injuries.
The Knlghu are still looking for their first points of
the season, after being outscored by a combined
56-0 in the first two weeks. But Ross coach Mike
Eicher said he expects the No. 2 man to return this
week, which would allow a more balanced attack.
Rhodes suffered a broken right tibia, a non-weight
bearing bone in the leg. “That's part of the game,”
said Eicher. “Obviously, we're disappointed that we
lost Dave and the things he did for our offense.”
With Rhodes out, the Little Giants will turn to sopho-
more Bo Martin, who threw for 30 yards last week.
The Little Giants will do some different things to ac-
commodate Martin's style. “Definitely with Bo, we
tried to do some things that he can do well,” Eich-
er said. “We'll utilize two backs in the offense to try
to get Bo comfortable in there.” St. Francis will pose
a physical test for Ross. “I think as a team, this is
the biggest physical challenge for us,” said Eicher.
“Our kids are going to have to step it up physically,
because they'll come at you. We haven't faced that
type of football this year. Central Catholic is more of
a finesse team and St. John's runs a lot of stunts.
But St. Francis is a physical team.”



i
§3i2 muhm
m hmmm% i
B
,Mm ﬁ
mamm.whu

58 | 3

Wava af-

two,oome out 1-2

mmm mm £ . £

m e mmw
mm
mwm mwvm w mm
mem i ;
M,mm u.n mm
uwmmzr m




Ross falls in double OT
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field in despair.

Myers got Ross on the board
early a defensive touch-
g&wnf.roOn the Knight:l’” second

y from scrimmage, the senior
defensive tackle gathered in a

m yards for m g

R 7 T R

“I thought he did a nice
job. He made some plays for
us, moved the offense for

us, had a couple nice runs.”

5

“He's our workhorse,
that’s our offense until we find

80 to him do it,”

Ross answered with a 12-play
drive of its own at the end of the
first half, but on third-and-11
komme&.haix:fitﬁwmm
was intercepted zone
by St. Francis safety Bill !

On its first drive of the second
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loss, Eicher said his team must
now focus on its Great Lakes

mnschedule, which begins
y with a tough home game
against Findlay.

“We turn our focus totally to

the now, there’s no doubt

about it,” Eicher said. “There’s

no our heads. How can

s e e
: !

the wen? the team’s

way.”
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When: Friday, 7:30 p.m, "

Where: Harmon Stadium

Last week: St. Francis 21, Ross 20
(20T),; Flndlayas Marion Harding 14

Last year: Findlay 45, Ross 8

Radio: WFRO AM-900 (Jerry Rei-
WW'WWV.DMKMW Rob

mm‘”»wﬁ“oﬂ'&’n
Roomuoborgor. WR/DB Mike Iriti, DB

, WR Chaz Hatfield

lnlwyupdlh Ross — LB Jason
Hull (spine), out

You should know: Findlay's offense
is unlike any Northwest Ohio football
fans will see this season, Led by a tal-
ented quarterback and a nice group of
receivers, coach Cliff Hite's attack has
generated more than twice as many
passes (133) as rushes (57) this year.
Ross coach Mike Eicher said Findhy
will line up in the shotgun approximate-
ly 80 percent of the time. Ben Roethlis-
berger is the quarterback, one of the top
signal callers in Ohio, and he has a fan
in Eicher. “The thing that me
most about him is the times h:baets
pushed out of the pocket, he's
stay on his receivers,” said Eicher, a for-
mer quarterback himself. “Most high
school quarterbacks, they get rushed
and they wantto run. He keeps his eyes

down the field, finds his receiver, andif -

his No. 1 and No. 2 guy are covered,
he goes to No. 3 and is able to hit that
guy.” Roethlisberger threw for 425
yards and four touchdowns last week
in & win over Marion Harding bringing
his season totals in those categories to
964 and 10, respectively. Findlay has
the top three receivers in the GLL, Mike
Iriti (27 catches), Chaz Hatfield (19) and
Chad Baxter (17). How to counter this
explosiveness? “Offensively, you have
to keep the ball out of their hands,” said

Eicher. “Defensively, you've got to dis-

rupt routes.” Eicher said defensive per-
sonnel won't be much different for
Ross, but the schemes will be. “We're
going to mix it up,” he said. “If they just
see zone coverage, they have an at-
tack they want to use. We want to mix it
up zone and man-to-man, some half-
man and half-zone coverages. Hope-
fully we'll get some misreads.” The
Ross defense will be without starting
linebacker Jason Hull, lost for the year
with a compressed fracture in his spine.
Sophomore Jered Kingsborough steps
in for Hull, “Jered has potential to be a
good football player,” Eicher said. “He
was in the mix on defense and offense
last week, but as a sophomore, we're
going to emphasize him on one side.”

News-Messenger/Liz Margerum

BO MARTIN rushed for 56 yards and a touchdown, but it was not enough as Ross lost 59-26 to Findlay on Friday.

Findlay QB throws elght TDsin GLL opener

By SWTT TAPPA

ﬁoodedwnth 0od
footbalr‘ .

NFL G:
my,mﬁ‘si":;‘;m“‘*m
older kids, Tecmo Su-

orh'teams
tormhtor

Real life, now Msup-
posedtobeadiﬂamtswry

Yet there were Fremont
szﬁn %

y scores as
if there were two big kids sit-
ting atop the Harmon Stadi-
um press box controlling the
players with a joystick.

The kid controlling the Tro-
{:mcamewtontop as Find-
Gre:vonss-zsmbothteams

t Lakes League opener.

To say that there was no
shortage of offense in this
game would be an under-
statement. For starters, the
teams combined for 85 points,
anew GLL record.

Ross, which lost back-to-

n.
s Sega offense was

Ross at Oregon Clay, 7:30 p.m.
mnre potent, by far. Quarter-
back Ben , the
high sdm’
34-0f46 passes for a GLL-
record 408 yards.

And t touchdowns.
That's right, eight touch-

(Ross) coach

(Chuck) Li ’s defense to

Mike Eicher said Findlay is

“With that offense, they have
atdmncetomveﬂu:lodba]l
at any point in the game,
whether they're behind or
ahead.”

ﬁn'naygoconmeboud
i led

second touchdown.

“That punt return gave
them momentum right away,”
Eicher said. “We didn’t move
the ball like we had wanted to,
and that put them right back

inscoring
The

ntrol Ross of-
fense did what it could do in
the first quarter, holding the

ballfornineoflzminmes
The Little Giants racked up
six first downs, com +
of- third down ke
Earlymtheseomdqnner.

ok Bo Marti

a 13-play, 80-yard dri-

News-Messenger/Liz Margerum
BEN ROETHLISBERGER
- passed for 408 yards and eight
touchdowns in Findlay's win.

dashed.
back inside at the Findlay 5
and ran to the end zone bare-
ly touched.

Findlay answered nght
back, going 73 yards in 11

plays. Roethlisberger com

p]etedso”pamonﬂndﬁ-
ve, the last one going 2 yards
to Ryan Truax for a touch-













|Ross drops
fourth straight

Clay beats Giants in overtime

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

OREGON — In a Fremont
Ross football season full of
frustration, another chapter
| was written Friday night, as
the ed-up Little Giants
dro; a 147 Gmtl,ak::
League overtime decision
Oregon Clay.

It was the second overtime
loss in three weeks for Ross
(1-4 overall, 0-2 GLL), and
the first loss to Clay since
| 1992,

A week after rolling up

morethan400yardsmtotal

oﬂenseagalnstFindlay,
just 93 yards in Fri-

f A “*i",ﬂmn‘!:'
ense was Al

Besgrove to run
70 yards for a game-tying

touchdown early in the sec-
ond half.
_After neither team gener-
ated a scoring chance in the
moments of
ay took the ball first
ran for
seven yards on first down,
but was stuffed in the back-
field on second down, setting
up third-and-six from the 16.
Clay rback Ryan
Donley dumped a pass to
Besgrove in the flat, and the
rkhorse back rumbled 16
yards for the score.
Jey) st gt it all, and
) just got
Derek did the rest himself,”
said Clay coach Jeff Lee

tion,
in

i‘-rla?y
Clay 14
A T AN s 7

Next Friday

Fostoria at Ross, 7:30 p.m.

whose s team im-
proved to 4-1 overall, 2-0 in
the GLL. “I thought Fremont
played it very well, Derek
just made it happen.”

After Ross took over, Bo
Mm-tmthrewanineompm

WT: louolz

yanhR Wilhelm carried
for a l-yard loss on third
down, and Martin’s fourth

down tte
a Clayadef%Was . i

~ In addition to missing

quarterback David Rhodes,
who despite practicing this
week sat out 's game
in street clothes, was
gnatclln‘ou} reeexver/defemive
mthashoulderinjury and
running back/defensive back
Jose Simms, sklelinedbyan
ankle

lThle opposite of
slowly, a po
last Friday’s Harmon Stadi-
um fireworks show.

Ross had nine total yards
of offense in the quarter, and
failed to gain a first down.
Clay had 55 yards and two
first downs.

~ See ROSS, B3



Ross drops fourth straight game

Continued from B1 -

~ The teams combined for five

punts in the , more than
Fhmmm for in

anentire ame last week.
Safety Josh Lozano gave the
Little Giants their only ints of
the game teroeg;
tion27yaxﬂsforatouchdownwi
slightly more thtt‘:an folul:i minutes
remaining in the second quarter.
On third-and-12 from the Clay 8,
RyanDonleyﬂoatadapassdown
the sidelines, all Lozano to
nmundemeathit the senior
madehiswayacrossthefieldto
the end zone.
Eagles rshing aack i th paf,
a in
Ihﬁles Clay to 45 yards on the
. Ross wasn’t any better,

pling up 53
eloped any

Neither team
kind of offensive continuity in the
first 24 minutes.

Of 14 offensive series in the
half, nine lasted four plays, in-

d% . The average drive
in the lntedjustieph
Besgrove reversed Clay’ soffen-

et
ot

sive fortunes on the first play of
the second half, bouncing outside

and sprinting 70 y for a
touchzwn Besgrove ran hard in

the second half, and ended with
1751yards on 27 carries.

“I challenged Derek at halftime,
I said, ‘Derek, if you are legiti-
mate you're oingto et out here
it done in the second
Lee said. “Derek

B?mve s the man.”
eanwhile, Ross was still un-

able to get untracked offensi
mmmwﬁmmu}g:(;of
ants put together just one drive
more than four plays, and earned
a total of one first down.

Ross punter Kyle Myers punted
10 times for a 39.3-yard average,
while Donley kicked seven punts
himself.

The loss was just the third all-
time for Ross against Clay, in 16
meetings. It was also the Little Gi-
ants’ fourth consecutive loss, the
longest skid since 1991.

Ross hosts Fostoria next Fri-
day. The Redmen dropped a 4742
GILshootouttoToledoWhitlw'
on Friday.
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Domination, relief

Ross rolls
over Red

'| advantage. g
! 'ltfee?s good, wé've been

ggng for ﬂxisbforkavzhﬂe,"
running back Aaron
Hines, who led Ross with 86
yards and two touchdowns

One week after getting
soundly beaten on tﬁe line

against on Clay, Ross
controlled ches,

Myers
y at defensive tackle.
/e sat down last weekend

to rest some kids,” Eicher
said. “Ourfocuswantogg
better up front. We lost
battlel:;the lin';:tf serim-

week, that’s where
we lst the

his

resting Kyle Myers made us
better up front defensively,
and then Josh Bower offen-
sively was fresh.”

AARON HINES rushed for 86 yards and two touchdowns in Ross's 34-8 win over Fostoria Friday.

Ross also welcomed back

mthatlnspiredthteam
a .I

Eicher said his -
backs had split time in prac-
but uncertain-
ty about Rhodes’ health pre-
vented the formation of a set

Next Friday
Ross at Whitmer 7:30 p.m.

rotation.

“He got the clearance on
Thursday, and even he
Eactieed all week, 1 it

Dave at tailback, we wanted

to test his leg with the sweep,
nmnil)gtlwhgnllbadpass."
Bryce Moore got Fostoria
omboardastz;:onashe
e returning the opening
gcvl’x;ff%yardsforntmxﬂl-

Ryan Wilhelm got Ross on
the board with a 35-yard
touchdown run near the end
of the first quarter. On a
counter, Wilhelm broke two

e oo PO

- - rn -t e ea A TR
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y SCOTT TAPI ‘and leg, we haven't been
able to things we'd
The Fremont Ross offen-  like to with the ‘
attack grm&t‘bo,’i -
envisioned at the andmwa’ll_tryto
air the ball out a little bit

News-Messenger file photo

KA ANDREW HANSEN and Ross will have their hands full with
& At ‘.li'-'u B8 Massillon in I's 7:30 p.m. game at Harmon Stadium.
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‘Massillon fends off challenge in fourth-quarter

JOSH LOZANO hauls down Massillon running back Perry James during the Tigers' 20-14 win over Ross on Friday.
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Ross loses tight game to Massillon

Continued from B1

Shepas said much of Ross’s
ability to control the ball in the
first half came from his de-

fense's tendency to overreact.
“We just wanted to stay at
home,” he said. “We got caught

against that Wi

Tagam, thzydldanlcej
reverse.”
Mass! on demonl ated its
a:\lchu'xabmtyatﬂwxl::{

e second quarter, sco
seconds in on an 8- llyl'ardrunby
Jessie Scott. Massillon botched
the point-after attempt

'l‘lgersseoredwlﬂullen
his LT s
y 11 plays. Perry James
rumbled 15 yards to the Ross 1,

nndcappedthedﬂvewlthal- ;

ard pl
“hnﬁ: the lead, however,
stopping Scott on the conversion
attempt When Scott broke to-
ward the t sideline, Josh
rogped - mmm
airborne,

tion to the hard nmnlng of Scott

e
¥

James (30 yards), Irwin com-

{eted paues to 10 different re-

“We've

the ball to,” Shepas
Méusinon had two sco

terceptions.
of the second half, the Tigers
drovetothemm but Lozano
lrwinonthel
On Massillon’s next
slon, Jose Simms pi off an
Irwin pass deep down the side-

line.
“I thought the defense played
another great game, we've pu:

ot a lot of talented

JOSHLOZANOgnvoRouumtkoutofmobldg:ld , rushing for 25 yards

on seven carries, and
next Friday in a Great Lakes
League game.
fhfim:ttne"émptsﬂwt::o it
o was fi-
a winner in the halftime

THE SPORTS
SUPPLEMENT

WAREHOHSE

14(

STOP PAYING TOD MUCH FOR YOUR
SUPPLEMENTS AND ST( ND
CHECK OUT OUR PRICE

akey interception and

tackle on a conversion.
Matt Thiessen, for his size, has
beendolngagreatjobatm!ddle
linebacker, same

Andy Hansen,” Eicher

| Social Studies Dept.

Board of Education
Candidate

Jim

*2Fails

Knows Ahout
Education ... |

« 31 years teaching in
Fremont Middle School

* Middle School Venture ,
Capml Steenng

Gmnt Rcader for School
Net Grants







] News-Messenger/Dan Foster
KENDRID NASON follows Ryan Wilhelm's block for some of his
123 yards rushing in Ross's 27-14 win over Bedford on Friday.

the second half,
m?n« Great
League win.

Next Friday
in

Ross tops Bedford in 1999 Harmon finale

Continued from B1

and 14 plays, and was aided
50 yards in Bedford penalties.
“I'm starting to get back into
ing offense, so it was good to get
” Lozano said. “It was good
to get a score on my last night, Se-
nior Night.”

The Kicking Mules committed
mental error on top of mental error.
Lined up for a fourth-and-2 play to
start the second ll?uarter, Bedford
was flagged for illegal procedure,
then timeout when it didn’t
hag:u enoughaal players otll: the ﬁelde:fr
a attempt, then saw Jef-
m!iﬂghthﬁhwm shank the field goal

On the night, Bedford committed
1 — many of which were
of the personal foul or unsports-
manlike conduct variety — for 110

the score midway through the sec-

ond quarter, ing a Ross fum-
wumm :

Bedford took the lead with 10 sec-

Mike Eicher. “We had turnovers
that hurt ourselves, but I thought
the kids did a nice job of coming out
in the second half and playing Lit-
tle Giant football.

“This game's a great lesson for
this football team, there’s no doubt
about it. Emotionally, you've got to

~ beready to play every week.”

Ross tied the game at 14-14 with
aﬂ-ymdDavidRhodes—to-Mam
connection. The scoring drive
just one play, after Ryan Wilhelm’s
21-yard punt return gave Ross ex-
ceﬁ,entstartingﬁeldposition.

“It was a fade, the coaches up-
stairs saw that the defense had been
shading over that way,” said Mack-
ey, who was told by that he
would not play again this season af-
ter he injured his shoulder in late

. “I knew I could do it.”

Defensively, linemen Kyle Myers,
Kurt Prosser and Brooks Obermey-
er helped shut down uwgiBn;dfsotﬁ

ing game, as emer;
l-"l|nebmm:cglmr Jered Kingsborough
racked up tackle after tackle, in-
cluding several behind the line of
scrimmage. Bedford mustered just
26 yards on 26 carries in the game.

Ross Bedford 216-91 in
the second half. Prosser and Tom-
my Wagner
ceptions, and Jeremy Jones had one

had second half inter- here,

\n the first half,
Rhodes iced the game with a pair
of fourth quarter touchdown runs,

covering 5 and 10 yards.
Nason was a workhorse on the

g:md,gammg' ing 91 of his yards in
second half,

in;I vms inad, because I w%sen(’lgdo-

t I was supposed to i
earlier,” said Nason, who dedica
his performance to injured senior
inebacker Jason Hull. “My cousin
Aaron (Hines) was sick, so I had to
do something for him, and do some-
thing for the seniors.”

The game was the final home

for Ross seniors Xavier Dar-
, Joe Lopez, Mackey, Lozano,
Jose Simms, Wilhelm, Obermeyer,
Hull, Nathan Fassnacht, Myers,
Victor Salinas, Mike Adams, David
Cobb, Prosser and Billy Butler.
“I'told them that they’re going to
be the foundation of whatever suc-
cess we have here, because of the
hard work they’re putting in,” Eich-
er said.

For Lozano, who played under
three head coaches in his four years
of high school, the ending was
somewhat sudden

“I:af;els good to get mehswm, but

it’s sad, knowing it’s my last game
” Lozano said. “Three years

went so fast, it just went so fast.”







Hello agam, old friend

News-Messenger/Dan Foster

RYAN WILHELM, 37, Anthony Vann, 71, and Ross play Sandusky in their season finale Friday at Strobel Field..

Ross, Sandusky set
for annual rivalry game

'ayswrrmm
It’s been almost two

Inside: Vote for all-time
football teams. Page B2

ready for the
mkeitblsﬂﬂ'mly
er game we
Eicher’s play was big,
with his 43-yard second
quarter scramble setting up
Eric Bates’ 6-yard touch-
down run and Greg Bobay's
extra point. It was the only
score of the night, as Ross
won 7-0 to finish 9-1.

“I know that as a player, it
was a great feeling,” he said.

See ROSS, B2

Some of the more memorable Ross-Sandusky mo-

ments from the last 30
~ 1969: Ross upsets K:'u:»mw |nagmlmt
many observers credit with of a school levy.

Iﬂzﬂoumm-b-bﬂ%o#udmundd‘
the regular season and first round of the state playoffs. In
the regular season meeting at Strobel Field, Kevin Wil-

1995: Tim Rakes kicks a field goal and Brandon Willer
blocks a Sandusky field goal attempt in overtime to give
Ross a 19-16 win.

1997: A 21-6 win at Strobel Field closes out Ross's first
10-0 regular season since 1956.

And those were just some of the Ross wins.

points in the Little Giants’ win — there have been 41
shutouts in 93 games, lnetmmmmo-oﬁu anda1-0
Sandusky win in 1908.
—Soonhpp&mwﬂW‘vWYmdme
Ross High School Football” and “The Pride Years”
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Ross, Sahdusky set to meet for 94th time in GLL showdown Friday at Strobel Field

Continued from B1
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mma-vha!thereeu(h 4) started off quickly, and
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make state-wide
it ciated Press Since a
win over
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JOSE SIMMS, 27, makes a play on the ball while Jermaine Cherry,
28, and Jimmie Cherry converge for Sandusky.
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Myers, Lozano
honored by GLL

News-Messenger reports

Fremont Ross seniors
Kyle Myers and Josh
Lozano were among the
players honored, as the All-
Great Lakes League teams
were announced.

Myers was named the
Defensive Lineman of the
Year. He recorded five
sacks and was also a solid
run stuffer for the Little Gi-
ants.

Lozano, a three-year
starter, was named the De-
fensive Back of the Year.
He led the team with 36
tackles and two intercep-
tions and earned All-GLL
honors for the third time in
his career.

Ross center Brooks Ober-
meyer was named to the
first team offense. He led

”

MYERS LOZANO

the Little Giants young of-
fensive line.

Ross had three players
make the second team: of-
fensive lineman Rick Legg,
defensive back Jose Simms
and defensive tackle Aaron
Hines,

Alfonso Vann, Kendrid
Nason, David Rhodes, Jere-
my Jones, Jered Kingsbor-
ough and Kurt Prosser were
named honorable mention
for the Little Giants.
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