2001 Division | District Tournament
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BOYS BASKETBALL: DISTRICT PREVIEW

for team’s success

By TIMOTHY R. WOLFRUM
Mmr
drive Fremont Ross fans to-
madness, but
method to the wi
brings the basketball up > the court
Granted, Hammerhasn'tbeenapoim

guardforlong,bm trust him, he knows all
] abommelo-secondnﬂeforadvandngthe

ball

past midcourt.
And m,theslaw.
h’xxesume even if he’s

mu'ed opponent not meant t
give Ross fans heart palpitations. o

e s e
[ progress - warning
between seconds and

seven
is almost always over the line

seconds.

Andheusesthetimevnsely

“I hear 'em , but I count in my

Amlil;wwatht:hthe
ﬂﬂn‘ﬂn!abo“t wings
are going to break, what offense we're in,
whatthedefenseisgivingus taking
av

the 6-foot-2 Hammer leads the

+| Little Giants in only one statistical catego-
*| ry, his court savvy and I

eadership may
hold the key to how long Ross can extend

+| its postseason. Hammer led the team in
/| assists with 92 through the regular sea-

son. His nearest pursuer, center Bryan
Root, had 36.
Ross coach Mark Gedeon said Ham-

.| mer’s deliberateness is an indicator of
.| the sway his senior leader holds over the

point guard position and the Little Gi-
ants, who enter district play against Ash-
land on Thursday at Wlﬁard

“It just shows his col
said. “Hekrwmlwwmuchumislett l
don’t even think he’s had a 10-second vio-
lation all year. It just shows how much
gonn-olhehas,awarenessofmesitua-

on.

“He is making sure we don’t go too

ieating tompo. Wi e yltog e del
tating tempo. We're gel e defense

on then' heels a little blt They're getting

Hammer a two-year starter, averaged
8.4 points and 4.7 rebounds di the
regular season. But what he adds in lead-
ership and motivation is immeasurable.
“He’s Just areally good leader,” said
Terrence Jones, a more “Ev-
erybody looks up to him. He knows what

Root who has played with Hammer
slnceelementary oolputltbest “He
just always wants to win.

“He's a :gepnrtotwwam He gets

c pace of Ham-

Hi;h School

0

T.J. HAMMER has rel-
egated his individual
statistics for the good
of the Fremont Ross
boys basketball team.
__ Hammer leads the Lit-
" ) tle Giants in only one

“ statistical category —
assists — but his play

e R e how
every play. He’s the team leader.” :&Zo:;grs L
See HAMMER, B2 photo

District
Division |
at Willard

Ross (16-6) vs.

Ashland (17-4),
7:30 p.m Thurs-

Giants set aim for Arrows

Hammer point man ‘Ashland playing

in second district
in past 24 seasons

By TIMOTHY R. WOLFRUM
Sports editor

ulAslhlam:l co;aldnl tbaﬂord
e luxury of celebrati
the demise of Ohio Heal.ln'!g-
land Conference nemesis
Mansfield Senior on Friday.

The Arrows had business
of their own after Fremont
Ross beat Mansfield in the
ﬂrs‘:, of two sectional ﬁnals
at

et past San-
dmkyinmenént Pﬂﬂ
cap before even

T Ak
Ashland
one sectional title
since 1977.
“I didn’t think
we reacted either
third-year Ashland
coach Chris Stokes said of
the Little Giants’ upset of
the third-ranked

thought Fremont Ross de-
served to win. I told coach
(Mark) Gedeon, you really

his kids put out.”
Aghland got t.hrough its

Arrowsrnadeonlyloflzﬁee
throws in the fourth quarter
but held on for a 5149 victory
over the Blue Streaks.

Ross (16-6) meets Ash-
land (17-4) in the Division I
district semifinal at 7:30

.m. Thursday at Willard.

e Little Giants defeated

Arr in

year’s sectional final.

The winner of Thursday’s
game will face the winner
of Thursday’s Sylvania
Northview-Toledo St. John’s
game for the district cham-
pionship at 5 p.m. Saturday
at Bowling Green State Uni-

versity.

“It’s neat to know that if
you play the way you’re ca-
pable, of playing and com-
E&w ata level, you've

to opportunity to g0 over
and play for a district cham—
pionship,” Gedeon said.

the  We're still the
ramificationsofthe underdogs in this
game. They're
had won exactly the No.2 seed.”

— Bryan Root,
Ross center

The Little Giants have a

entered the draw with a 144
record.
“Were not looking past

the underdogs in this z
They're the No. 2 seeg,aan:;
we weren't seeded.”

Said Gedeon of the seed-
ing, “We talked about it. It's

two common opponents, and
they are the Little Giants’
tournament opponents.
Mansfield swept Ashland in
OHC play, both by double-
digit margins, and the Ar-
rows swept Madison com-
The fortably. Ross struggled to
past Madison in a
r season game and

Ashland is led by cousins
Matthew and Mark Hess.
Matthew Hess, a versatile 6-
foot-3 senior forward, aver-
ages 14.4 points per game.
He was named the OHC and

last District 6 Coaches Associa-

tion player of the year.
Mark Hess, a 6-5 sopho-
more forward, a es 14.5
points per shoots
64 percent from the field.
“We're very concered
with Mark Hess,” Gedeon
said. “He is a load. Last
year as a freshman, he was
the first player off the
bench. He knows how to use
his body very well, whether
it's pinning or posting up.
He's a very good passer

T SeeRross,B2



Hammer makes Giants
go with selfless attitude

Continued From B1

went down with a summer
wlngpositio hisenurgad i
n career,
fom;:s!m-tstlluatﬂnpoinﬂorﬂw -
vmityasasopln
Gedeon said Hammer from
over

Reggie Jones, Juan Vela and Steve
Dagg. The Little Giants went 17-5 and
won a sectional onship, while
Hammer scored 3.2 per game and
recorded 80 total assists.

“T.J.’s been huge,” Gedeon said. “Last
iearldon’tﬂﬁnkhegotarwofthea’ed-
oy - how he was

success of our program.

“Basically, T.J. realized that some-

body’s got to take over and make sure we  itive

execute. ... He picked up that new posi-
tion y well. Point is the tough-
est position, I think, inhlghschoolbas-
ketball to learn how to to play.”
B\.\tmw/aﬁa'amdn'wuehnemy
g:lt bnckatﬂlepointthlsseason,

other way.

"lwanttohavethe . I want to
know what’s going on,” he said. “I'll do
wlmtlhavetodotofamawm.lﬂg:
t

ta score one
vetobesmartandget
ball to Terrence or B or Alfonzo
(Vann) then that’s what I'll do.”
sballlmndlingg:
pass-
mwcanalsogetwunnm
abﬂity and an extra 15
pounds gained during offseason weight

tr aﬂmihmmtoseoréintlw

on the floor. Playerandcoach%“to-

gether nearly every afternoon before

practxce to look at game tape or talk
:ﬂﬂingmwiﬂltheuam.

hawenmu'hta-xaq» A

Said Gedeon, “I've never T.J. say
a comment about player.
He only refers to in a very pos-

standpoint. I think that’s what makes
him an effective leader. He can get people
to raise their level of play.”

But Hammer’s game isn’t . He
shoots only 41 nt from the free-
throw line, a erous number for
someone who the ball so much
Iatein?n , and he has a krfack for

multrouble

'Ijustglettm
games. I've got
adrenaline,” Hammer said. “I'vegotto
calm that down.”

Ross makes district
appearance Thursday

Continued From B1

ﬂ'omthehighpostandavu'ygoodml-
inher

front line also includes
Hse%lnr Schlingman, who aver-
ages 1 9pointsper
Still, Stokes eonesmdaboutthem-
tle Giants’ overall size and athleticism.
even Tygers entered the game
wmmmrﬂnm
“I think we've got a height
the guards are bj

respedively,inthevictoriesmMndi-
and Mansfield.

“The key is winning the battle of the
paint, whether it’s from an offensive or
defensive int,” Gedeon said.

most points in the
to win the game.

came at Ross’s expense.
won the 1993 sectional crown

Patterson and
way into the Arrows basket at the buzzer
for a 4544 victory.



DIVISION | DISTRICT: Ashland 59, Ross 53

Arrows pierce
Ross season

LEE ROOT of anlﬂmmhmdhmoioumwerpoh

right,
defense. Root led a furious comeback, but Ashland claimed a 59-53 victory it in me Division | district semifinal at Willard.

Ashland big men ground Little Giants

By TIMOTHY R. WOLFRUM
Sports editor

wntiARD—F\'ei:rs\qﬁtRmhad
come to depend on its inside game
to keep the team afloat when the

Bryan Root and Alfonzo Vann, and
it sank the Little Giants in the Di-
vision I district semifinal Thurs-
dayatWillardH@School

The Arrows’ big front line held
Root and Vann to a season-low sev-

and their first berth in the district
final since 1977.
Ashland went on a 150 run over a

guys inside, it’s very t for
us to get that natural offensive
we're used to having all
year,” Ross coach Mark Gedeon
said. “You've got to give Ashland a
lot of credit. I think their shot
blockers affected some of our big
guys inside. They tried to rush

JARRED STULL, left, of Ross and
Mark Hess of Ashland play head
games as they scramble for the ball
Thursday at Willard.

their shots a little too much.”

Said Ross senior TJ.
Hammer, “We j lug ourselves
too big of a hole and couldn’t get
out. We missed a lot of bunnies.
Everyone was missing layups.

Without Ross’s big Ash-
land's 6-foot-8 center, Matt Schling-
man, scored 13 first-half points on
his way to a game-high 15.

Inside: Shelby downs Bellevue
in Division Il district. Page B2

Vi seven ints, and
Roo??he ittle Gian
scorer, did not

Terrence Jones led Ross with 14
mmmammmm
10 ponts, al “‘u“.‘e‘f‘..m“"“.,..”“"n.

in
more forward Mark
member of Ashland’s
front line, scored 13 points and
down rebounds.

pulled seven
The Arrows (184) advance to
meet Toledo St. John's (19-3) in the
district final at 5 p.m. Saturday at
ling Green State U y

See GIANTS, B2




Giants finish
season at 16-7

Continued From B1

Ross trailed by as many as 18 points — at 38-20 with.

3:45 to play in the third quarter — and still faced a 14-
point deficit the final §

But Lee Root, a junior player who clinched
Friday’s upset of No. 3 Mansfield Senior with two

Hismp\unpummtummﬂghtwmgga
meLitﬂeGlantsasmeasﬂwywmﬂdget,atm7
with 2:20 to play.

“We all thought we were going to get it. We thought
it was ours,” Hammer said.

e The-wbots Ao tally e coupuiiorn
aco ; are co
He’sjustamluncosmofwhat?mvewm
basketball should be. He came up and made some big
slwﬂt‘sisforusandgaveustheoppommltytogetbackin-
to

“I’ll remember the way the game finished up, with
our kids doing what they’ve done all year, playing with
a lot of heart and energy.”

Matthew Hess and Hammer traded short jumpers to

the margin at three with a minute to play. But
hit 5 of 6 free throws in the final seconds, and
Ross finally ran out of shots.

Ashland hit only 1 of 12 free throws in the final peri-
od in beating Sand! in the sectional final but did
just enough from the to stay ahead of Ross. The
Arrows made 7 of 15 free throws in the fourth quarter
Thursday and 11 of 22 for the game.

“We're goinngowsl:jng Green. All you've got to do
is win by one,” Stokes ! A

Ross missed its first seven 3-point ai Thursday
“and finished 5-0f-22 (22.7 ). The Little Giants con-

percent
nected on only 20 of 59,(33.9 percent) ﬂeld-goalattmm
Ashlamiml:?t' eight consecutive field goals in the
half and into the third quarter. The Arrows made 22 of
37 “(FS%5 pertc;:t) ﬁeld-tgaloal i:ttempﬁs. i
r us, the telling tale is our shooting percentage.
When you shoot 34 from the field and you
' some , obviously there were three ions
you could have made up,” Gedeon said. “It’s disap-
pointing to come this far and have your worst shoot-
ing game of the year.”
ut the Little Giants definitely put together a sea-
son to remember. won the Great Lakes League,
the first boys basketball league title for Ross in 47
years, and claimed the school’s fifth consecutive sec-

championshi; nemesis
Mansfield Sen(i,on M%WVM are

the only three seniors.

“We’re all real close. We hang out ,” Ham-
nu-saki.“l’llmnemberjustbeinq’ with those
guys and winning championships. ' .

NOTE: Ross Price wore jersey No. 4 in-
stead of his usual No. 10 Thursday. But it was not a
tribute to Kelly Lytle, the senior po who once
wore No. 4 before knee injuries his basketball
career. Price forgot his jersey and had to wear the ex-

tra jersey, which happened to be No. 4.

Basketball

High School Boys
Ashland 59, Fremont Ross 53
T
ASHLAND — Casey Cooke 2-0-4,
Jerome Anderson 3-0-8, Matthew
Hess 2-4-8, Mark Hess 5-3-13, Matt

an 6-3-15, Danny Krispinsky
3;'-;' Emmons 2-0-4. Totals 22-

ROSS — Terrence Jones 5-2-14, T.J.
Hammer 6-1-13, Alfonzo Vann 3-1-7, Bo
Martin 1-0-2, Bryan Root 0-0-0, Mike
Price 2-0-5, Lee Root 3-2-10, Gabe
Sanchez 0-0-0, Luke Lyle 0-2-2, Jarred
Ashiand 16 13 13 17 — 59
Ross 71 10 25 — 53

Ross 5-22 (Jones 2-13, Hammer 0-2,
Price 1-4, L. Root 2-3). ‘ :
Turnovers: Ashland 16, Ross 8. Re-
bounds: Ashland 31 (Mark Hess 7), Ross
30 (Jones 8).
Records: Ashland 18-4, Ross 16-7.




Gedeon, Hill honored

Ross coach is best in Div. I; Bears’ star picked in Div. 4

News-Messenger reports

Fremont Ross coach Mark
Gedeon and Gibsol girls star
Heather Hill were atop the lists as
the Associated Press Northwest
All-District high school basketball
teams were announced Wednes-

day.
anmglt‘l?'s lteii the Little Gi—'
eague chanE -

onship in 47 years, was named
boys co-coach of the year in Divi-
sion 1. He shared the honor with
Mansfield Senior’s Gregg Collins.
Ross beat the Tygers in a section-
al final on Friday and will play
Ashland at 7:30 p.m. today in a dis-
trict semifinal at Willard.

Hill, who scored 23.5 points per
game for the 18-5 Golden Bears,
was named girls co-player of the

BABIONE

GEDEON

e
'S yers,
who mmdm.4g:ints per game.'

St. Joseph Central Catholic

"landed a pair of seniors on the

first teams in Division IV. For-
ward Aaron Knight, who scored
24.9 points per game, was named

to the boys first-team and senior

forward Rachel Babione, who net-

KNIGHT CROOKS

ted 19.7 points per game, was hon-

ored for the girls.

wll(‘Z)Iyde senior R?:tl;el Crooks,
scored 16.2 points per 3

was named to the Division lg girls

first team. Lakota’s Brandy Ritter,

who scored 18.1 points per game

in her senior season, was

tﬁ)l the girls first team in Division

Ross’s Bryan Root and Oak
Harbor’s Nathan Vandersluis
were second team selections. Girls
second team selections include:
Alison Decker and Sashay Price of
Ross and Abby Richard of Wood-

more.
Among the boys coa -
award was Kalida’s Di
Kortokrax, whose team went 17-5
to give him more victories in Ohio
than any other boys coach. Kor-
tokrax has a career mark of 683-
239 in 41 years. Paul Walker, who
built a legendary program at Mid-
dletown, won 695 games, but 121 of
his victories came in Kentucky:.

Inside: See complete boys
and girls lists. Page B2.




and girls basketball teams, as selected
by a modl. pano! from the district.

BOYS
‘ ~ DIVISIONI |
FIRST TEAM: Tavares CIay. Lima Se-
nior, 6-foot-1, senior, 19.6 points per
m DmnhSpﬂnngd Scott, 5-5, ll'.

Nohbhnombllmwn
Antoine Stockett, Sandusky; Todd
Thomas, Tol. St. John's; David Veres, Tol.
Whitmer; Jason Gottfried, Tiffin
Columbian; Mark Hess, Ashland; Ryan




