1983 Football Season
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Shaping up

The Ross High School football team began its
physical fitness sessions Tuesday in preparation
for the first day of practice Wednesday, Aug. 10.
At the left, Chuck Mamula, foreground, Derek
Isaman, middle, and Mike Bobay go through
agility drills during the Tuesday evening work-
out conducted by Coach Pete Moore and his staff.
At the bottom, Jerry Manahan turned sheik
while using a towell to absorb the perspiration
worked up during the 90-minute workout. More
than 100 players took part in the drills which con-
tinue this evening and Thursday.

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)




KEVIN WILHELM of Ross gets off
a pass over the outstretched arms
of a Whitmer lineman durlng Sat-

Preseason |

Saturday was the first day of three

mlble high school scrimmage foot-
mes. Several area teams took
the preseason drills.

The best thing that came out of the
Ross scrimma against Whitmer
Saturday were films according to
Coach Pete Moore.

“Yeah, the black and white film
L«:oluj Itfe the cameram:n ald a

ce job,”” he managed to chuckle as
he talked Sunday about the Little Gi-
ants’ first scrimmage football game.

Whitmer scored twice oﬂenslvely
and once defensively while Ross did
not cross the Panthers’ goal line

“‘Well, we saw a lot of things we
Mve to work on,”" coach said

he sorted out m- thoughts. ‘‘De-
lenslvely, it was the worst pursuit
that we have had since I have been
here. The reactions were slow and we
had a lot of missed tackles.

“Offensively, the passing game did
not look bad a few times.
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could have expecud
“We didn’t look bad,” he
insisted. ‘‘At this point ot the season, I
leased.

a’e have a good battle going on at
quarterback and both of them looked
pretty good,"” Quisno continued. “We
do have to develop some llnemln but
the onu we used looked

At Clyde,
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offense moved decently but we tried
to used two units to find some people.
“I think we dld find some people
who have tial than we
thoupltlndwedl find the areas we
have to work on.”
At Liberty Center, Genoa fell 3-0.
“‘We did some nice things with our
mulng ame,” first-year Coach Bob
ird pointed out. ‘‘The pass blocking
looked okay but our running game
was only fair.

“But in scrimmages, we look at . ‘“Defensively, it was inting
people, not J)lnys. Moore said but but we were pleased with the
added, “We cular, I def dary.”
think Whitmer was much more ag- At Wynford, Lakota also lost b; ‘y

gressive than we were.”’

Ross was hampered by several inju-
ries but Moore refused to use that as
an excuse. ‘‘We should have been able

to play better despite that,”” he said.

t Sacred Heart, St. Joe and rlng
field played to a 1-1 tie. Springfield
first-team offense scored on the
Streaks’ first defensive unit while St.
Joe’s second-teamers tallied on their
Biue Devil counterparts.

The Streaks had trouble handling
Springfield’s veer offense, but Coach
Tom Narducci was not worried.

Narducci said, “We really haven't
evreplnd for anything like that yet.

‘e've just been going ovel;rlays and

on our own stuff right up to
thll mmage.”
Narducci was pleased with the per-

formance of his club, especially that

of the second team, which was led onr

a quick six-play touchdown drive by
the running of juniors Steve
Chamberlain, Jim venzale and
Jamie Wolf. Provenzale scored the
touchdown on a 10-yard run.

At Oak Harbor, the Rockets
defeated Bowling Green 4-0 and did
just about as well as Coach Gary

0 margin with one of Wyn
touchdowns coming on a los-ynrd
interception return.

“It was like that all day,” said first-
year head coach Henry Burch. “We
should've scored three or four times,
but something would always stop us,
like an Interceptlon or fumble or

ped

Burch said his offensive line also
had a rough day with the bigger
Royals.

“‘Our quarterbacks took a beating,”
he said. ““The offensive line fell apart.
That is something we have to work on.
If we can get five guys “l'm front to
block, our passing attack score.”

At Margaretta, the Polar Bears

ped a 3-2 decision to Elyria
Catholic,

“The biggest thing that came out of
this scrimmage was the hitting,” nld
Margaretta boss Dana Wi t
was a hard-hitting scrimmage.
was a lot of contact.

“‘Overall, we were pretty pleased.
We got to look at everybody and saw

that we might have to make some
position changes.” —Bob Marker and
Rob Boukissen,



(N-M photo by Bob Marker)

KEVIN WILHELM watches the football after he Gentry took the pitch for a small gain in the
pitched back to Jeff Gentry on a Ross option play preseason high school football scrimmage.
against Elida Tuesday at Harmon Stadium.
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baseball, beating the Dominican Republic
11-2; in men’s softball, ending Canada’s un-
beaten record with a 6-1 victory; men’s
basektball, with a 111-97 victory over the
Canadians; and in women's basketball,
with a 100-82 d over def
pion Cuba.

For two hours Tuesday night, things
stopped in this city of 3% million as the
chnmplonshl& in soccer, was decided. The
game was a thriller, with Urighay winning
1-0, over Brazil for its first Pan Am gold
medal.

But the drug news did not stop with the 11
weightlifters and the dozen American de-
partures.

The Chilean delegation announced that
its top cyclist, Fernando Vera, had been
suspended for a month because a test
showed steroids in his system. Vera said he
had used steroids two months ago to help
regalr an atrophied muscle,

he Pan Am Games organization
brought forward the biggest crackdown on
drug use in ‘international sports history,
using a top-of-the line laboratory testing

cham

system for steroids and other drugs that
was developed in Cologne, West Germany.

When the the first four weightlifters were
caught Monday, team doctors and coaches
]mtet with America’s track and field ath-
etes.

“We knew about the situation, about test-
ing,” Mike Marlow, a triple jumper from
Los Angéles, told ABC Radio as he pre:
pared to leave Caracas early Tuesday with
12 teammates. “‘We knew that a strict test
could find anything — caffeine, alcohol,
angthlng."

nly one of the 13 who left, long jumper
Randy Williams, whose wife had just had a
baby, officially had an explanation.

F. Don Miller, executive director of the
Us. Olymglc Committee, said the withdra-
wal from the games ‘‘should not be taken as
an implication of guilt, or interpreted in
any similar manner.”

But William E. Simon, president of the
USOC, said upon arriving in New York with
the athletes that they had ‘‘chosen not to
compete” after being told of the strict drug
tests, X
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and gave up eight hits. Aurelio Lopez
pitched three innings of no-hit relief for his
17th save.

The start was Bair’s first in the major
leagues after 367 relief performances. His
first 110 professional appearances in the
minors were as a starter, but his last such
role was eight years ago when he pitched
for Pittsburgh’s farm club at Charleston.

“I don’t really remember my last start.
That was in 1975. I don’t expect to get an-
other one. 1 have no desire to. I enjoy get-
ting somebody out in a crucial situation. I
feel I can help the club in more situations as
areliever than as a starter,”” Bair said.

He treated the start just like a relief ef-
fort. He didn’t start warming up until nine
minutes before the game started, as op-
posed to the 20 minutes that starters nor-

Texas 2-0

mally take.

“‘Oh, I was enjoying myself. I was a little
nervous this afternoon, thinking about
starting. But I always got that way even in
the bullpen, when it looked like I was about
to come in,” Bair added.

The Rangers threatened only twice.
Larry Biittner and Bucky Dent singled with

~ one out in the third, but Bair got Wayne

Tolleson on a fielder’s choice grounder and
Buddy Bell on a fly to right. In the sixth,
Tolleson singled and stole second but, with
two out, Bair walked George Wright inten-
tionally and retired Larry Parrish on an-
other fly out.

Texas Manager Doug Rader was disap-
pointed at his team’s failure to get any runs
home. “You can’t win if you don’t hit,”
Rader said.

Ross
better
in 2nd

outing

Coach Pete Moore
saw a marked im-
rovement in his Ross
igh School football
team during the scrim-
mage against Elida at
Harmon Stadium Tues-

day evening.
‘“The hitting showed a
little more intensity,”

Moore said as he com-
pared the scrimmage
with last Saturday's
match-up against
Whitmer.

In the Saturday
scrimmage, Moore had
said Whitmer was more
aggressive than his
Little Giants but against
Elida, that changed.

Ross scored four
times against Elida, one
on a 35-yard pass from
Kevin Wilhelm to Jim
Hufford and a 30-yard
run by Mike Palomo.
The other scores came
on short runs.

“By no means are we
ready for a ball game,”
Moore insisted. ‘‘Al-
though this scrimmage
was much more intense,
we still see areas that
need a lot of im-
provement."

Against Whitmer,
Moore said that the de-
fensive pursuit had been
the worst he has had at
Ross. That changed
Tuesday.

Joe Slesel, Ross's de-
fensive coordinator,
backed up Moore's
views of the intensit:
shown by the Little Gi-
ants,

‘““After Saturday’s
scrimmage, you could
not print what I said,”
Siesel said, “that’s how
improved this one was.
The defense is startin|
to come around but |
should have been here
sooner. Maybe it's the
cooler weather tonight
or playing under the
lights...

“Whatever it was,”
Siesel continued, ‘it
worked. We had some
nice ‘sticks’ out there.”

The Ross defense in-
tercepted three
Fasses—!wo by Derek
saman and another by
Mike Wolf.

Elida used a ‘“‘run and
shoot"’ offense.

“We spent one dny
getting ready for it,”
Moore pointed out.
“You really don't pre-
pare for a scrimmage
but you want to show the
kids what they may see.
Really, we are prepar-
ing for Tiffin (Colum-
bian, Ross’s first
opponent on Sept. 2).”

The Bulldogs had
seven of 11 offensive
starters back from last
season’s 9-1 team but
only two returning de-
fensive starters.

Ross’s next scrim-
mageds Friday night in
the Glass Bowl at To-
ledo against Macomber.
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The 1982 Ross football season is something that
Coach Pete Moore would like to sweep under the rug.

The 3-7 record the Little Giants posted is the worst
that a Moore coached team has had at Ross in seven
seasons.

““You go through cycles,” Moore admitted. ““There
is no question about that and as far as coaching, you
just hope you are in the right place at the right time.”

Ross has been the right place for Moore, 37, with a
44-23-3 record during his tenure as the boss. Prior to
1982, the worst seasons Moore had experienced at
Ross were back-to-back 5-5 records in 1977 and 1978.
Following that, the Little Giants lost five games be-
fore last year. In his first season, Moore’s team was
7-1-2.

“Last year was baffling,”” he admitted. ‘‘We were
in every ball game but we just did not get it together.

““We did not have a lot of onfield leadership and
after evaluating it, there were not enough people on
the field who really wanted it (to win),” he ex-
plained. “‘I don’t want to say it was all the kid's fault;
it was a combination of things.

“It could have been a lack of communications be-
tween the coaches and the players.

“To be successful, you have to stay healthy and

work together and you have to enjoy it,” Moore con--

tinued. ““If you don’t have those things when working
with large numbers—it’s like a large business—and
if you con’t have ications between h
and players, you have trouble.

Moore felt that the Little Giants’ defense was as
strong as any part of the 1982 program. ‘‘We just did
not have enough offense.”

Ross surrendered an average of 14 points while
scoring just a little over 10 per game last season.

“But last season was just like I told the kids: I
don’t want to say much about it,” he said and then
added, “last year was a learning lesson and I don’t
want to repeat it.”

The Ross coach then looked toward this season.
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1T 1982 was year to forget for Ross

“We did not have the large turnout (114 had signed
up for the football team) but we have some quality
kids,” Moore began. ‘‘We have nearly 40 sophomores
and it will take time to develop depth but some of
those sophomores could help supply that depth as
time goes by."”

Moore came to Ross in 1974 as the defensive coordi-
nator under Tom Hollman, now the assistant head
coach at Ball State University. His defense that sea-
son, spearheaded by Harry and Larry Liggins, gave
up just 33 points as Ross posted a 9-0-1 season. The
following season, Ross was 6-3-1.

* “Defense is my first love,”” Moore admitted, ‘‘but
offense is a bigger challenge. In the past 15 years,
teams have b def i and as a re-
sult, it has been a bigger challenge to put points on
the board; the teams on the top have good defenses.”

Since taking over the head coaching postion from
Hollman after the 1975 season, Ross has averaged
sligh!l{oover 19 points per game while allowing just
under 10.
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Ross preseason
football drills

Many football coaches feel that the pre-season
practice sessions are the most important of the fall
sport. Following is a composite of Ross’s pre-sea-

son schedule along with comments from Coach
Pete Moore:

—Week 1: The primary concern ls conditioning
but it is an extensive ‘‘teaching week

“We try to put in our entire running package of-
fensively during the week,” Moore said. ‘‘and at
least 50 per cent of the passing game. We don’t ex-
pect either to be polished

“Defensively, we try to play our ‘60’ defense
?gainst adjustments and looks we feel we will

ace.”

—Week 2: It’s the first week of practice in pads.
More of the passing game is added to the offense
and the complete running game is installed. De-
fensively, work is on stunting and what it takes to
accomplish them and secondary work.

“It’s the week we find out who likes to hit and who
does not like to hit,” Moore described.

“We should have all running plays—not pol-
ished—and 75 per cent of the passing plays.

—Week 3:It's the start of polishing week and
working on phases of the offense and defense that
need work. Evaluations of scrimmage games are
used to help sort out areas that need work.

—Week 4: ‘“We begin our preparations for the
opening game (Tiffin Columbian.),” Moore said.

Other details about the pre-season drills are a
three-a-day practices during the first four days,
Aug. 10-13.

Ross will have played three scrimmage games
against Whitmer, Elida and Macomber.
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ROSS'S DEFENSIVE look up front will feature ning and James Cline. Back row, from left to
the following. In “down’’ stances, from left to right: Derek Isaman, Stacy Swaisgood, Craig
right: Chris Simmons, Adam Calabrese, Rod Lan-  Mosser and Paul Stout.

Little Giants depth chart

Ross’s preseason of- Stout, senior, 5-11. 180 junior, 5-11, 185. senior, 60, 175; Bnan Lenz,
fensive and defensive Secdndavys EMike biol, S RSEalORCks eEGenty i aein Sl IO
. senior, 6-0, 180; Gene D) Tackles: Terence O'Farrell,
depth charts: Simmons, senior, 5-9, 170; Jim  Simmons, junior, 6-3, 210. senior, 6-0, 200, Matt
DEFENSE Hufford, senion, 6-1, 190; Kevin Tight ends: Jerry Manahan, Whitcomb, senior, 6-0, 225;
Ends: Chris Simmons, ju- Wilhelm, senior, 6-0, 180; Jeff senior, 6-3, 200; Derek Isaman, Mike Bobay, junior, 6-3, 225.
nior, 6-3, 210; Jerry Manahan, Gentry, senior, 6-0, 170. )unilor.s'(;f!.lwm, Kris Smith, Guards: Adam Calabrese,
semor g, | " OFFENSE ]u: ol'i‘t ds: Dan Brudzinskl Vitschie jsvlso' 10, ;ISSM‘I“‘”;
k Quarterbacks: Kevin plit en s an m zinsl Nitschke, junior, 5 : Tom
n;l;,'l_m? l;‘“"lk‘g""";sﬂﬁ Wilhelm, senor, 60, 170; Rod  senior, . Jeff  Batesole, senior, 60, 170.
Calabrese, senior, 510, 200; Logan, senior, 5-8, 140. Nossaman, senlor 6'2 ! Centers: Brad Pitts, senior,
Manahan. Fullbacks: Mike Palomo, Wingbacks: Jim Hufford, 6-0, 175; Scott Cross, junior, 5-9,
Inside linebackers: Sucy senior, 5-6, 160; Todd Bealty, senior, 61, 190; Chris Sultz, 170. %
gwails , senior, 58,
ra
¢ Mossr, Junlor, 61, 190 We Support Our Area Teams, But We Need Help, too!

Ssimaricior (63, sEat SUPPORT THE HOME TEAM and




6 News-Messenger, Fremont, O., Thursday, September |, 1¥83

Depth big problem for Ross defense

Joe Siesel was smiling when he was asked for
depth chart for his Ross High School Little Giants de-
fensive team.

“Ah, I don’t think you should call it that,” he

DEREK ISAMAN is expected to play a key role
for the Ross defense from his end position.

laughed, “it’s more like a death chart.”

Siesel was trying to laugh off a situation that the
Ross coaching staff was expecting but was hoping to
avoid.

“We do not have much depth yet,” the Ross de-
fensive coordinator pointed out. ‘‘We hope to develop
some but right now we have quite a few kids going
both ways. If one guy goes down (gets injuried), it
would be like losing two positions in some cases.

Siesel has guided the Little Giants for the past
seven seasons. The ““4-4" alignment of the Little Gi-
ants has yielded a modest 10 points per game in that
span. Last season, it yielded slightly under 14 per
contest but the Little Giants finished 3-7 for the year.

Head Coach Pete Moore said that the defense
played well last season despite the record. This year,
Siesel is faced with keeping the Ross defensive tradi-
tion rolling but the numbers he will be working with
are limited.

“I don’t know what what happens if we get a couple
of kids hurt. Some of our depth is on the sidelines.”

Siesel was referring to injuried players Matt Hiser
and Jason Fought, out for one or two games into the
season.

The depth problem and the possible injury picture
has had Siesel thinking about a possible change in the
Little Giants defense.

“I have thought of it,”” he admitted. “We could
offer a different look in order to cover up for if we get
hit with injuries.

“‘A week ago (in August drills), I was ready to go
with a ‘4-3’,"" he said.

“We just cannot afford any injuries and it is very
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seldon that you can play in this conference and not
get some one hurt.” .

The last time Ross was forced to play with as many
as four two-way starters was in 1976 when the Little
Giants finished with a 7-1-2 record while claiming the
Buckeye Conference championship. That year, Tony
Ruiz, Mark Gysan, Jim Smith and Terry Bates went
both ways.

The top returnees to the Little Giants defense are
juniors Chris Simmons and Derek Isaman, both re-
ceived Buckeye Conference mention last year. Both
are possible two-way performers along with Jim
Hufford, Adam Calabrese and Jerry Manahan.
Isaman, however, is the backup to Manahan at tight
end on the offense.

Get Ready For The Best
Season Ever!

GOOD LUCK
AREA TEAMS

Hershey Flowers

PHONE 334-2275 A
1600 W. State (Next to Trico Glass)
. Fremont, Ohio .




By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

It took some searching but Rex
Radeloff found a few flaws that
needed working on this week.

Radeloff, the offensive coordinator
for Coach Pete Moore's Ross Little
Giants football team, admitted that
the offensive attack in a 24-0 opening
game win over Tiffin Columbian, was
about as perfect as he could expect.

“It was one of those games,’’ Rade-
loff explained, ‘‘where just about ev-
erything we tried went right. Of
course there were a couple of fumbles
and some blocking breakdowns at
times, but that is to be expected.”

Radeloff watched his team carve
out 362 yards rushing and 411 total
yards.

“As I said after the game, I thought
the linemen did an excellent job pick-
ing up Columbian'’s stunts,” Radeloff
pointed out, ‘‘and the backs gave good
second effort when they got hit.”

What was he working on while pre-
paring for Friday’s home opener
against Oregon Clay?

“We are working more on just
handling the football,”” he offered,
“and the timing between the quar-
terback and tailback on the pitches.
And we want to get a little better
hlocking out of the backs.”

Radeloff hinted that he would like to
put the ball in the air more against
Clay and that he felt that the pass
blocking needed to be tuned.

“They were getting a little too much
pressure on the quarterback last
week,’’ he said.

Radeloff said that the defense he ex-
pects Clay to use this week resembles

Little Giants prepare
for’83 home opener

that of Buckeye Conference foe Elyria
with one major difference.

“Clay uses a '4-3' but unlike Elyria
which sits back and waits, they like to

enetrate and cause havoc behind the
ine,” Radeloff explained.

The Eagles lost their season opener
to Toledo St. Francis (Ross's next op-
ponent a week from Friday) 17-0.

Last year...

“Wait a minute, we don’t talk about
last year,” Moore said quickly, “‘we
are thinking only of how we can im-
prove this week. What's ahead is what
counts now."

But last year...Clay was 0-1 when
Ross traveled to Oregon. When Ross
left, the Eagles were 1-1, stopping
Ross 14-13 in the first meeting of the
two schools.

“We had all kinds of opportunities
last year to win the game, "’ is as much
as Moore will say about the upset loss.

“And as far as St. Francis, we are
only concerned with this week,”
Moore insisted.

Clay, the Ross head coach ad-
mitted, is hard to evaluate.

“We have eight millimeter film on
them and that is like watching home
movies,”” he explained. ‘“‘They got
beat 17-0 but they are still a good team
going from what the scouts saw."’

Moore pointed out that St. Francis
is big, powerfull football team.

“Clay will create some problems
for us. We have to avoid the turnovers
like Columbian had last week against
us.

“Last year,” Moore reluctantly
pointed out, ‘‘we fumbled on the first
play, they got it and they had a full
head of steam after that.”
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Ross chews up Tornadoes 24-0

B BOB MARKER
‘ﬂFFlN—lt was a nice but...
Ross’s coaches e im-

som
provement despite the lee Giants domi-
nation '%( E:l‘hu:\&hn u‘cl’ in the football
opener for school teams

The Little Giants amassed 411 wtlldy:yrds
in offense while unleashing a gnrm of
running backs who chewed up that

on the ground.

Jeff Gentry, a senior who saw little action
at the running slot last season, ran the Tor-
nadoes windless, rolling up 187 yards on 30
carries. Genty had 125 of those yards by
halftime on 17 carries.

Mike “Mighty Mite" Palomo put Ross on
the scoreboard 10 minutes into the first pe-
riod, boltin, sunlﬂxt up lhe middle from 30
yards oul y, Ross’s lean 6-7
sophomore kicker, hit t.he ﬂrsl of his three
consecutive conversions and the Little Gi-
ants were on a roll that Columbian could do
little about.

Wilhelm tossed a nine-yard m
ln;uﬂtheﬂNo-mnlnm e&re

leeundwarm Thepl.ycwm. 11-
pl-y. 62-yard drive that consumed four

Con-m was the name of the for
the Little Giants. Ross controlled the ball
nurly:lolmeumlnuleswhnor-cunzup

dldm!mnln!hemlnlperlodbul
McCarthy split the uprights from 31 yards
out at the 9:45 mark of the final period to

putRoll 1740.

Ross tally came on a one-yard
lnuk by Wilhelm with a tick of the clock
rel inthe

'maining game.

‘‘For the first ball game, I believe it let us
leemtwehavaﬂmem to work with,”
head Coach Pete . “We bmght
40 kids down here and most of them played.
We got to look at a lot of le.

oore pointed out what he felt was the
key to the game.

“'l'he'llnel." he said, ““just dominated the

Offensive coordinator Rex Radeloff ag-
reed with that.

Wllen yw get that many yards and that
many first downs, you know you have doml-
nated things at the line of scrimmage,”
pointed out. "Tmnce O'Farrell, Matt

Mark Adam

Calabrese (gulrdl) lnd Scott Cross played
a heek of agame u&

““They were pickin the stunts which
we did not do last yelr " Radeloff said,
“and Coach Wetzel got them ready for
that.”

Radeloff Idﬂve a verbal pat on the back to
line coach etzel.
Defensive coordinator Joe Siesel said he
wn ened. werlll with the way the de-
second half
drlve whleh lhe Tornadoes went from
their own 18 to the Ross 15 before a penalty
sidetracked them, disturbed him
“‘For the first time out of the box, T was

pretty happy,” Siesel said. “We were re-
sponding to the ball prett; ¥ood but not as
good as I would have lik he hitting was
good but we still have a lot of things to work

Dmo for Radeloff and Moore.
ink we tired at the end,"”” Moore said.
"Ol course that happened on both sides.
That is when we got sloppy out there."

Radeloff was happy with the running
game, a sore in Ross's 1982 offense.
“‘But we still have a long way to go,” he
said. ‘At times, there were breakdowns."

In addition to Gentry’s ground pounding,
Palomo gained 77 yards on 11 carries with
Todd Beatty adding 38 on six and Chris
Simmons picking up 47 just four carries

Wilhelm was five of nine for 49 yards and
one inte tion.

Defensively, Jim Hufford intercepted
two passes and Gene Simmons one. Stacy
Swaisgood, Paul Stout, and Derek Isaman
plus Calabrese helped limit the Tornadoes
to 54 yards running and 92 passing.

JEFF GENTRY

MIKE PALOMO




Ross 24
. Columbian 0

Score
Row ST,
Columbian 0 0 0 0— 0

Scoring

Ross: Mike Palomo, 30-yard
run (Shawn McCarthy kick)
2:01, first quarter.
Ross: Jeff Nossaman,
yard from Kevin Wilhelm
(Mc&y kick), 5:00, second
quarter

Ross: McCarth , 3l-yard
d goal .9: loux{qumr
tl‘lmm' w

¢ one-yard run
g:cgarthy kick) 0:01, fourth
er.
Team Stats

R C

First Downs 25 9
Rushes/Yds. 48/362 16/54
Passing Yds. 49 92

Passes/C/1 9/5/1 26/12/3
Punts/Avg. 2/33.0 4/35

Fmb./Los 3/2 1/1
Pen./Yds. 9/75 227
Individual Statistics

Rushing: Jeff Gentry 30/187
Mike Palomo 11/77, Todd
Beatty 6/38, Chris Simmons
4/47, Kevin Wilhelm 7/13;
Columbian: Tim Walker 5/28,
Bob Bean 5/5, Mark Stephens
3/10, Mark Hoar 3/11.

Passing: Ross, Wilhelm
9/5/1—49; Columbian, Hoar
26/12/3—92.

Receiving: Ross, Jim
Hufford 2/27, Jeff Nossaman
2/19, Dan Brudzinski 1/9;
Columbian, Walker 3/22, Jeff
Greeoer 3$/32, '7TIi'm
Daughenbaugh 2/16, Steve
Belville 2/17.



Storm hampers Ross, St. Joe grid teams

The Ross football
team narrowly escaped
the brunt but the St. Joe
gridders had to scurry
for cover from the wind
and rain storm that
rolled across Fremont
late Tuesday afternoon.

‘““We cut practice
short by about 10 min-
utes,” Ross Coach Pete
Moore said. ‘“We were
about ready to go in
when it hit. We had been
watching the storm

ove in and could see

'ﬂe lightening.

“I told Joe (Hershey,
Ross trainer) to get the
younger kids off the
field and that we would
follow in about five min-
utes.”” Moore continued.

“The kids were jog-

down the alley (the
from North St. to
Harmon Stadium), well
actually sprinting, when
-it hit,”” the Ross coach
described. “‘It wats fa‘
good thing we got o
when we did because

PETE MOORE, head coach of the
Ross football team, gives instruc-
tiops to Jeff Nossaman during one

a lot of other things
blowing around out on
the practice field.”

Chris Hull was taping
the Ross practice from
atop a scaffold moments
before the wind began to
Blow. 3

‘‘The scaffold was
blown about 30 feet,”
Moore said. ‘“We had
just gotten Chris off it.

was off, forcing players
to either dress in the
dark or go home in their
practice uniforms.

‘It was pitch black in
there,”” Moore said.
“The kids could not see
to work the combina-
tions on their locks.”

At the St. Joe practice
at Sacred Heart, Streak
Coach Tom Narducci’s

, ‘“‘Altogether,

junior high and grade
school teams all out
there,” said Narducci.

that's

+about 140 kids, and we
had only one school bus
to try to shuttle them
back to school.

“We got the field
cleared in about 30 sec-
onds. Some of the kids
went to that car wash

Narducci said it took
two bus trips to get the
players back to school.
Some of the players
were picked up by their
parents.

‘“We really didn’t
have any tense mo-
ments,” he added. ‘“‘But
we did have to hold
Coach (Bob) Molyet
down. He was about two

He and I sat in the van only problem was trying (Soft Touch), some t

furing the storm.” to find safe places for to the equipment !::d feet off the ground.” —
At Harmon Stadium, about 140 players. and the others just stood BOB MARKER and

however, the electricty ‘“We had the varsity, upagainstthescheol.”” ROBBOUKISSEN

Cincinnati rips Giants 11-1 at de:

of Ross’s offensive drives against
Oregon Clay.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — It was the
smallest crowd at Candlestick Park in
three , and the San Francisco Giants
played with appnt)hpriate enthusiasm.

While some of the 3,562 spectators yelled
derisively, the Giants were clobbered by
the Clnci;mlti Reds, 11-1, Tuesday night
with shortstop Darrell Evans’ two errors
contributing to six unearned runs.

“If you 't hit, pitch, throw or field,
you're not going to win,” Giants’ Manager
Frank Robinson said. ‘“This was a poor ex-

cuse for baseball.” e

By BOB MARKER

News-] e.nﬁ'Spnru

It wasn't rain that dam
Coach Pete Moore’s mood
'was a shower none-the-less.

second shutout in as man;

called but it was like taking the air oul
the atmosphere.””

and two pass interference calls.

IN-M photos by Bill Stewart

game, picked up 20
carries as Ross marc!

Editor
Ross
day but it

Clay were hit with a
and by the time the

Ross was hit with 122 yards in back-
wards steps while Clay picked up the
rest as the Little Giants pulled off their

{ games.
“Those kind of penalties, if they are
there,” said Moore glumly, ‘“should be

t of

Ross was hit with numerous holding
penalties, two m?lng the kicker flags
e

The Little Giants lost one touchdown,
an eight-yard run by Jeff Gentry late in
the second quarter because of a penalty
but made up for it with four that counted.

Chris Simmons, taking over for
Gentry who suffered a shoulder injury
on the first Ross offensive play of the
ards on three
50 yards in five
plays to take a 7-0 lead. Simmons got the

Indeed. A total of 17 bases on balls were  was chase
Blssued and Reds;usﬁrst jbaa:elman Skeeter  runsinthe
arnes, major league debut, vans’
was plunked by two pitchers. mlfe:nnsm:

Evans, seldom used at shortstop, made  Bilardello
his first error in the second inning and the mance wit|
Reds bolted ahead with four unearned runs
off Atlee Hammaker, 10-9, who lost his fifth Right-hi
straight. blanked th

Gary Redus’ bases-loaded walk and Paul ~ Parting wi
Householder’s three-run double accounted  Walks. Ric
for the scoring. Hammaker, the National  Six-hitter &
League eamenirun-avenge leader at 2.24, 'Save.

final eight around right end and Shawn
McCarthy hit the first of his four
consecutive extra points just four and
one-half minutes into the game.

Mike Palomo, Ross's 5-6, 160-pound
fullback, bolted 57 yards to Clay's four
late in the first period to set up the Little
Giants’ second TD. It took four plays
before quarterback Kevin Wilhelm
sneaked in from the one to put Ross up
140,

the final period

defense off the field."”

Wilhelm snaked a pass over the Joe Siesel,

middle to tight end Derek Isaman from
15 yards out to put Ross on the
scoreboard again at the 5:10 mark of the
third period.

On the following kickoff, the Eagles
began to fly and with the help of a
roughing the kicker and a pass
interference penalty, moved from the
Clay 36 to the Ross four before the drive
stalled. Clay had gotten help from the
yellow rain but also took a few steps
backward on the drive. Facing a second
and 25, quarterback Tim Walters passed
to Phil Grivanos for 15 yards and on a
fourth and 10, hit Alex Szigeti for 19 and
afirst down at the Ross 20.

On fourth a goal at the four, a Walters
pass fell incomplete in the end zone to
abort Clay's drive.

After that, Ross began to set up the
“‘crusher.” The Little Giants drove 96

team’s shutout.

teams.

19 carries.

Defensively,

defensive halfback Jim Hufford,
linebacker Paul Stout who intercepfed
pass, ends Chris Simmons ang’ Jerry
Manahan and takle Adam
Isaman was also a thorn i
from his linebacking slot.

B e —— e
Little Giants blank Oregon Clay 28-0

yards on 22 plays while chewing up
nearly 10 minutes of the clock. Gentry
dove into the end zone from eight yards
out to cap the drive at the 1:19 mark of

““That was a great effort on Gentry's
part,” Moore praised. “That was a hell
of a drive for us. That is the type of drive
we want to keep the defense off the field
and that is our strategy: keep the

Ross's defensive
coordinator, could not fully savor his

“I think we were our own worst
enemies out there,” he explained. ‘‘We
made a lot of stupid mistakes; you
cannot make mistakes against good

Palomo led Ross’s running attack with
88 yards on just eight carries. Todd
Beatty took over for “Mighty Mite" in
the final period and ground out 29 on six
carries. Gentry, despite visably showing
the shoulder injury, ran for 50 yards on

Grivanos had 75 on 15 carries for Clay.
Ross was led y

labrese.
lay's side




Ross 28

Clay O |
Score by quarters

Clay q‘0“0 0 0—-0

Ross 77 7 -2

Scoring

Ross: Chris Simmons, 8-yard
run (Shawn McCarthy Kkick),
7:40, first quarter.

Ross: Kevin Wilhelm, 1-yard
run (McCarthy kick), 11:00,
second er.

Ross: Derek Isaman, 15-yard
hass from Wilhelm (MecCarthy

ck), 5:10, third quarter.

Ross: Jeff Gentry, seven-

ard run (McCarthy Kkick),

:19, fourth quarter.

Team Stats
C R
First Downs 9 16
Rushes/Yds. 24/76 42/204
Passing Yds. 67 64

Passes/C/1 20/6/1 8/4/1
Punts/Avg. 4/30.8 1/29

Fumb./Lost 2/1 1/0
Pent./Yds. 117105 10/122
Individual Statistics

Rushing: Clay: Phil Griva-
nos 15/75; Ross: Mike Palomo
8/88, Jeff Gentry 19/50, Todd
Beatty 6/29, Simmons 3/20.

Passing: Clay: Bill Bartley
7/2/1,20, Tim Walters
13/4/0,47; Ross: Wilhelm
8/4/1,64.

Receiving: Clay: Paul Lam-
brecht 3/21, Grivanos 1/22,
Mike Row 1/16, Alex Szigeto
1/19; Ross: Jeff Nossaman 1/8,
Jim Hufford 1/4, Don
Brudzinski 1/37, Isaman 1/15.



Ross is in for tough test

By BOB MARKER

News-Messenger Sports Editor

Two immovable objects are on
a collision course and the mo-
ment of impact will be slightly
after 8 p.m., Friday, Sept. 16, in
Fremont at Harmon Stadium.

" Ross, 2-0, will be hosting Divi-
sion II state power Toledo St.
Francis, also 2-0, in a battle that
will be a head knocker.

“Both teams are going to find
out what they are made of this
Frligay.” Coach Pete  Moore
said.

The Little Giants posted a pair
of shutouts while the Knights
have defeated Oregon Clay 17-0
and Toledo Whitmer 18-8. Ross
defeated Clay last Friday 28-0
but Whitmer, in the first presea-
son scrimmage contest, man-
handled the Little Giants.

“Compared to that first scrim-
mage,” Ross defensive coordi-
nator Joe Siesel said, ‘‘the
defense is much improved. But
we also have much more ‘stuff’
in while in the first scrimmage,
we like to stay with the basics.”

Finding more depth and better
movement in the defense has
helped the improvement, Siesel

explained.

“We are getting a lot more
movement out of our tackles
(Adam Calabrese and Rod Lan-
ning) and the linebackers,” the
Ross coach began. ‘“‘We had only
one linebacker with any playing
time, Derek Isaman, and the

other three were inexperienced. ’

“Now Paul Stout, Stacy Swais-
good and Craig Mosser are play-
ing very well with Deke
(Isaman). The secondary has
played well in both games. Only
Gene Simmons had any playing
time back there last year and
when I told Jim Hufford that he
was going to be a defensive back
this year, I don’t think he be-
lie\lrled me, but he has responded
well.

“Wolfe (Mike) was a line-
backer last season but he has
played well in the secondary,”
Siesel continued. ‘“We have
picked up a little more depth.
Jason Fought is healthy now and
can help at tackle.

“Chris Simmons is beginning
to play better at-end and Jerry
Manahan and Kent Coleman
have been playing well at the
other end. Matt Hiser played a

little defensive end against Clay
but I am moving him to line-
backer this week.

“We are still not ready to use
two platoons but we can rest
kids now and feel at ease doing
it,”” Siesel said.

Against St. Francis, Siesel
said the pressure will be on the
defensive ends because the
Knights run quite bit of option
football, :

‘‘Basically, they are a power,
control type team,” Seisel ex-
plained, “and we expect them to
run the ball to try to draw us up
close. They like to run and run
but when you take that away
from them, they can throw it
and score.

“‘But they have nice size in the
line and they would be foolish
not to try to control the ball.”

Tailback Tom Karpinski, se-
nior, 5-11, 170, is a ‘‘good one,”
according to Siesel. Quar-
terback Pete Gstalder, senior, 6-
0, 175, and flanker Derick Gant,
are two other Knights that Siesel
feels must be contained.

“The quarterback can throw
the ball,”” Siesel pointed out,
‘‘and Gant is a good receiver."”




Hufford’s grab gets Ross 7-7 deadlock

HANDS ONLY. The only visable
part of Jim Hufford, Ross’'s wing
back, which can be seen in the top
picture are his hands as he begins
to cradle a touchdown pass from
Kevin Wilhelm. The St. Francis de-

fenders are Tom Karpinski (44)
and Tony McCorvey (32). Below,
Hufford holds the ball high after
scoring the TD which enabled Ross
fo tie the Knights.

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Jim Hufford stole the game from To-
ledo St. Francis to salvage a 7-7 high
school football deadlock for the Ross
Little Giants on a damp night at Harmon
Stadium Friday.

Hufford, 6-1 senior, leaped between St.
Francis defenders Tom Karpinski and
Tony McCorvey, and came down dwith
the ball to complete a 24-yard scoring
pass from quarterback Kevin Wilhelm
37 seconds into the final quarter.

“I knew there was someone behind
me,” Hufford explained the defensive
sandwich in which he was caught in the
;nf zone, * but I jumped and had the

all.”

““We had two guys there,”” St, Francis
Coach Dick Cromwell pointed out, “‘and
he outjumped them. He made a great

la;

“That was a great catch,” Ross offen-
sive coordinator Rex Radeloff agreéd,
“but il was our only real offense of the
night."

St. Francis limited the Little Giants to
55 yards on the ground and 53 in the air.

“‘Whatever we tried,” Radeloff said,
“they would take it away from us. And
when we did get down there, a penalty
would take us out

“We performed very poorly but they
do have a very good defense.”

The Knights, 2-0-1, played ball control
in the first half, keeping Ross penning its
own territory for the bigger part of the
half. St. Francis had the ball for more
than 15 minutes as the Little Giants were
unable to generate any offense.

The Knights, with Ka
b& hunks of yardage,
ve midway through first,
riod. Taking over on the 50, the Knlg‘Re
needed 13 plays to hit pay dirt
Karpinski, a 5-11, 170-pound senior, had
carries of 3,3, 1, 7, 3, 6, 11, 2 and 2 on the
drive. The final two yard

ond quarter. Brian Burns hit the extra

point.

The Knights drove to the Ross 18 two
series later but gave up the ball when
Karpinski was stopped short on a fourth
and one. Ross never penetrated St. Fran-
cis territory in the first 24 minutes.

Ross got a break on the ing kick-
off of the second half but was unable to
take advantage of it.Jason Fought fell of
Derick Gant’s fumble at the Knights 24
but four plays and a 15-yard holding pen-
alty later, Shawn McCarthy's 52-yard
feild goal attempt was short and to the
left.

St. Francis drove to the Ross 25 before
Karpinski’'s fumble was recovered by
Kent Coleman at that spot. Ross was un-
able to move but on the second play from
scrimmage after the exchange, St. Fran-
cis quarterback Pete Gstalder fumbled
and Stacy Swaisgood recovered for Ross
at the Knights 38.

Chris Simmons gained seven and Mike
Palomo picked up the first down at the
28. Simmons charged to the 24 to set uj
Wilhelm’s toss and Hufford’s theft. Wil-
rolled right on the play and got off the
toss to Hufford, McCarthy followed with
the extra point Kick.

Ross Coach Pete Moore pointed out
that no thoughts of going for two points,

inski picking
its scor-

uyinuhalhelelnhmmerewum
time left to score or w lor afield gul
St. Francis reached m
the kickoff before Ross's ddenle hel
Ross could not 1 move and McClnhy‘p
kick put St. Francis in business af
Knights 35. Six plays later, Gnllder.
under heavy rush, got off a wobbly pm
which Ross linebacker Matt Hiser inl
cepted and returned to the St. F'

48.

On a fourth and 12 at the 50, Wilhelm
pitched back to Simmons who set up for
a halfback pass. Simmons was not able
to get a handle on the ball, fumbled and
recovered at the Ross 45. McCarth;
lowed with a 34-yard punt to the St.
cis 21. But the Knights let the final B
seconds tick off the clock with a!umm
ing aplay.

“We should have called umml."
Cromwell ':&mlé‘ud “We were y”::,t gntng
totry an; ingerous an

Cromvgell lglt his team moved the ball
well but his downfield blocking left much
to be desired. “It (blocking) was not like
the last two weeks, but Fremont was a
better defensive team.”

Ross Coach Pete Moore said there was
not thought of not punting in the final
minute. “If we had not punted they
would have needed only twi pass
plays to put them in position lo go for the
field goal.

“Tonight, it was just two good de~
fensive teams going at each uther
Moore concluded.

Karpinski ended up with 104 yards on
27 carries and St. Francis finished with.
184 total yards of offense.

Detroit drops
further below

ROSS QUARTERBACK Kevin the
Wilhelm watches the action during

final

Area football roundup

’Cats bury Northwood

The Woodmore Wild-
cats erupted for 20 third-
quarter points on their
way to a 34-12 victory at
Northwood Friday
night.

In other area high
school football action
last night, Fostoria St.
Wendelin pounded La
kota 45-0, Lake downed
Genoa 16-8, Perkins
beat Bellevue 13-7 and
Toledo Macomber
blanked Port Clinton 27-

Woodmore s second
victory in three games
came after Northwood
had scored the game's
first points on a touch-
down run in the first
quarter.

After that TD, though,
it was all Woodmore.

The Wildcats scored
27 unanswered points,
including the 20 in the
third period, on two
touchdown runs b

uarterback Jeff

ospert, another by
tailback Jeff Chambers
and a 28-yard pass from
Rospert to Dean
Sandwisch.

After Northwood
tallied its final TD in the
fourth period,
Woodmore closed out
the scoring on a 53-yard

pass {rom Rick .

Raiders to minus-18
yards rushing and
picked off six Lakota
passes.

Lake 16, Genoa 8
Running back Rob
Johnson gained 195
yards in 20 carries and
scored two touchdowns
to lead Lake past the
Comets in Genoa.
Johnson scored his
first TD on a two-yard
run in the first quarter.
The Flyers missed the
extra-point try but got
two points later on in the
quarter when Genoa
running back Dave
Williams was tackled in
his end zone for a safety.
On the opening play of
the third quarter, the
Flyers, now 3-0, tallied
the eventual game-
winner when Johnson
rambled 71 yards to
paydirt. John Fisher
then caught a pass from
for

quarter at
Stadium Friday.

Harmon

Bellevue to a 7-0 lead
before rallying to hand
the Redmen their first
regular-season loss in 16
games.

Tom McPeak put
Bellevue in the early
lead with a two-yard TD
run at the 8:49 mark of
the first period before
Perkins tied it 7-7 in the
same period on a six-
yard scamper by
standout running back
Chris Kenne.

Kenne, who finished
with 208 yards in a
whopping 38 carries,
then scored the game-
winner for the
undefeated Pirates on a
10-yard run late in the
third quarter.

Perkins finished with
241 total yards while
holding the Redmen to
101.

Macomber 27, P.C. 0

Brian P
the extra points.

The Comets, now 0-3,
scored their only TD on
an eight-yard run by
Brian Dickinson in the
third period. Mark
Benadum ran it in for
the extra points.

Perkins 13, Bellevue 7
Perkins staked

the Redskins 310-24 on
its way to the Iopsided
victory at Port Clinton.

John Lawson led the
way for the Macmen
with 74 yards in 11
carries and three
touchdown runs.

Macomber is now 2-1;
PCis1-2.

surging Birds

BOSTON (AP) — The Detroit Tigers now can see

the light at the end of the tunnel. What they don’t
know is that it's the locomotive coming the wrong
way.
The Tigers’ 6-1 defeat at the hands of the Boston
Red Sox on Friday night, coupled with the Balti-
more Orioles’ easy 8-1 victory over Milwaukee, left
Detroit six games behind the Orioles in the Ameri-
can League East and seven games behind them in
the loss column with only 15 games remaining.

Even though seven of those 15 games will be
agalnst the Orioles, the task now appears hopeless.

n Manager Sparky Anderson concedes the
banle ls all uphill. However, he refused to throw in
the towel.

“‘Oh, yeah. We're living dangerously,” Anderson
said. “But, it’s better than not living at all. A lot of
teams are dead already.

“‘But, we've got to win. We've simply got to win.
Nobody's obsolete until the magic number. Balti-
more could lose 10 in a row. I don’t think we can
bank on that, UI

Friday night ame against the Red Sox was a
game the Tl ers simply had to win.

Instead, the Tigers came out flat. Starter Dan
Petry, 179, was trouble right from the start,
walking the first two Boston batters. In the end, he
walked six — struggling all the way. Petry was so
wild that in just six-plus innings, he threw 117
pitches.

“This was just not a good time to have a bad
game,” he said.

The Tiger bats, meanwhile, were stone cold, es-
peclally inthe clulch Lou Whitaker had three o( tlge

&rs seven hits.

troit left 11 men on base, including two in th
second when Glenn Wilson looked at a called thitt
strike from Bob Ojeda, 10-7. It was the second tij
this month Wilson — who was benched for five
games by Anderson — has done that. The first unk
was in Toronto to end a ballgame.

Detroit ace Jack Morris, 19-10, was scheduled fg
try for his 20th victory Salurday against De
Eckersley, 7-12. However, rain was forecast, meafi-
Ingsthed Tigers might have to-play a double-held'-

unday.

on
abbed a 1-0 lead when Dave St:

ay
The Red Sox
pleton hit a solo home run in the secod inning.




Ross 7
St. Francis 7

Score by quarters
S.F. 0 7 0 0— 7
Ross 0O 0 0 7—- 7

Scoring
St. Francis: Tom Karpinski,
two-yard run (Brian Bruns
kick), 10:34, second quarter.
Ross: Jim Hufford, 24-yard
{uus from Kevin Wilhelm
Shawn McCarthy kick), 11;23,

fourth quarter.
Team Stats

SF R
First Downs 13 6
Rushes/Yds. 50/141  27/55
P Yds. 43 53
Passes/C/1 6/3/1 9/5/0
Punts/Avg. 2/25.5 5/34.2
Fmb./Los 5/3 4/2
Pen./Yds. 2/10 6/70

Individual Statistics

Rushing: SF: Karpinski
27/104, Pete Gstalder 15/12,
Dave Mislan 7/12, Miek Nichol-
son 1/3; Ross: Kevin Wilhelm
5/8, Jeff Gentry 7/13, Mike Pal-
omo 8/26, Chris Simmons 7/8.

Passing: SF: Gstalder
6/3/1,43; Ross: Wilhelm
9/5/0,53.

Receiving: SF: Mislan 1/10,
Pat McNamara 1/8, Derick
Gant 1/25; Ross: Hufford 2/33,
f}tlx:mons 1/8, Derek Isaman

Season records: St. Francis
2-0-1, Ross 2-0-1.
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Ross opens BC campaign against unbeaten AK

Sports Editor
Admiral King is a rise to
Ross ootball

dlytoph(?'meAdmlrllllnlhe
Buckeye onference opener for

“Yes." Moore admitted while

M for Tuesday’s prac-
ice, “where Admiral King is
rlgm now, undefeated, has been

rise to our staff but they
were 8-2 last year and the way 1
look at it, success breeds suc-

“They lostnlot of quality
ple last season buf q ﬁ”
this year have developed quite

early and my are a good ball
club right now.”
The new crew is led by

13.5 yards per effort average on
a dozen the Little Gi-

carries,
' ants, said Moore, will have their
hands full.

While King has the runners,
the Ross eoldl pointed out that
the two seasons, the Admi-
rals have hurt the Little Giants
wnh what the Ross coaches call

e pass.”
“It‘s a mis-direction pass,”
Moore  explained, ‘“and they

have been able to work it on us.
Of course, we thm it ngnnst
them and

tackle slot. The Admirals aver-
wezupermnﬂvmucklalo

year but clme back md
threw the same pass for a touch-
against us.

Moon rates the King passing

75-pound * .1.
mgln&:uudmlr have not

use it much this season.
Calamari, 6-4,
"capableolthrvwlng it 60
i When he does that, they
avethemylwbocmmnnul
and get under it,” Moore said.
Ci is rank

190, is
ards.

ed sixth in
the conference passi stats,
completing only nine of 22 but

for 135 yards.

has size on both sides of
the 1 with 250-pound Tom
Jama anchoring both from a

pound center Lee Gelb, and 221
onthe detemlve front five.

Ross is coming off a 7-7 dead-
lock with Toledo St. Francis, a

me that Moore admits he feels

s team was fortunate in sal-
vaging the tie.

“‘We think we're fortunate to
come back the way they stymied
our offense,”” Moore began, ‘‘but
out defense got the ball back for
us at the ri

“I feel ut Sl Francis is one
of the best ball clubs in the
state; they will be in the top 20
Division I' teams this year,” he
said. *“They moved up a division

mls ear.
0 one likes to tie but I think

it would have hurt us if we had
lost,” the Ross coach said. ‘‘We
did not get what we wanted (a
win) but we did not get the other
side (loss) either.

“I feel it was a great tuneup
for mwedly and the Buckeye
Confe! championship is al-

wa,
laﬁ rf&'l!n:s Tailback Jeff
Gentry, bothered by :ul‘:mnlde

injury, lerence
nuhlngwlﬂlaﬁ lrdlmdlu
average *Fullback Mike Palomo
is fourth, averaging 7.7 yards on
191 yards on 27 carries. Quar-

urbuck Kevin Wilhelm is the top

eighth in receiving with five for
58 yards. Hufford.is also fifth in

interceptions with two.
hmm!hl Sh:‘:: McCarthy

seventh in 5 lverlm
sayard:butgmmnwmatme
“hang time"” on McCarthy's
kicks is excellent. Gene Sim-
mons is seventh in punt return
average with 11.

In team stats, Ross is second
both offensively and defensi-
vely. Admiral King is first in of-
fense, generating 282 yards per

me while nvenglng 23 points.

oss is a little over 262 yards per
game, averaging a little over 17
Eolnls per contst. Defensively,

lyria is the leader, permitting
122 yards a game while giving
up a season total of 20 points.
Ross is next at 154 but has al-
lowed only seven points this sea-
son.

Little Giants nip Admiral King 14-13

ROB BOUKISSEN
Kielun r Sports Writer

LORAIN The term “reslllency" is often over-
used in the sports world, but there is no other word
that can be used to describe the Ross Little Giants’
effort here Friday night.

The Little Giants overcame not only a strong Ad-
mlral King team but also their own mistakes with a

14-13 triumph over the previously undefeated
gmlrnls in the Buckeye Conference opener for
both clubs.

“Every week we seem to come up with penalties
or something at a crucial time,” said Coach Pete
Moore, “and we did that lonlght But the kids
played really well together to overcome those mis-

es.

The finest show of Ross’s resiliency came when it
counted — late in the fourth quarter with Admiral
King threatening to take the lead.

The Admirals had just scored a touchdown on a
Bob Calamari one-yard quarterback sneak to cut
their deficit to 14-13. There was just 2:15 left in the
game when the Admirals scored, leaving the deci-
sion whether to go for one or two points in the hands
of King Coach Bill Provident.

‘The Admiral mentor opted to try for the victory.

That's when a swarming Ross defense, led by
linebacker Derek Isaman, rose up and stuffed the
BC’s leading rusher Gary Patton in his tracks on a

sweep play that had worked nearly all night for the
Admira
dmir:

als.
Klng got the ball back one more time after that,
the fired-up Little Giant defense forced four
slraight Calamari incompletions to lock up their
conlerenceopemng victory and up their overall re-
cord to 3-0-1.

““When we stofped them on that extra-points try,
1 was practically down to the goal line,” Moore
said. ““My heart was in my throat.

““When you win a close one like this it's super, es-
pecially against these guys Admiral King has been
a thorn in our side for the longest time.

‘“‘And that first Buckeye game is always big. If
you don’t win that one, lt's a tough road uphill.
gotta get that first one.”

At the start of the game, it appeared that Ross
wasn't going to get that big, first BC victory. King
took its first possession of the night and strutted 79
yards in 13 running plays to the Ross end zone. The
drive, which included 51 yards from Patton, was
capped on a 17-yard, broken-play run by Calamari.
Tom Jama’s kick made it 7-0 King.

But this only prompted Ross's first sign of being
able to bounce back.

After stopping King’s next two possessions on
three downs each and having a 42-yard field goal at-

tempt by Shawn McCarthy blocked, the Little Gi-
ants managed lo putit !ogether late in the first half.

They went from their own u-{ardllne to paydirt _
in 12 plays. The first 11 were all , but
the final one was a pass — a 17- yard play action
strlke over the middle from Kevin Wilhelm to Dan

rudzinski, the first of two TD tosses for the senior
hgul—cuuer McCarthy, with plenty of help from
n, who pulled down a high gf

knocked the PAT kick through the uprights to tie

the score 7-7.
In the third period, the Little Giants were forced
to bounce back. After taking their first possession
ll2 the Little Giants lost the

of the half to the Kin
ball on a Wilhelm fumble.

But the Little Giant defense kept the Admirals in
bad field position until gettlng a big break with 9:07
left in the fourth quarter when Ross safety Gene
Simmons picked off a Calamari pass at midfield
and returned it to the King 26.

Ross scored the eventual game-winner three
plays later when Wilhelm zipped a 14-yarder to
Isaman. The TD came with 8:19 left, and
McCarthy's kick made it 14-7

Ross held Klnf on three downs on the next series,
but tailback Jeff Gentry's fumble at the Ross 25
gave King the ball with four minutes remaining.

That miscue, which set up Calamari’s short TD
run, forced the Little Giants to show their mettle
one final time, which they did with the game-saving
defensive stand on the extra-points attempt.

“We bent a little,” said Moore, borrowing a

DEREK ISAMAN

KEVIN WILHEEM

famous football cliche, “‘but we didn’t break."
Statistically, it was about even. Ross had 238

yards and 17 first downs to Ki
Fullback Mike Palomo

attack with 80 yards in 18 carries and Gentry

73 yards in 15 carries. Patton carried the ball

umes for 105 yards, slightly below his averm
Wilhelm finished five of seven for 65 ya:

Calamari was just three of 15 for 40 yards.

ing’s 196 and 13.
1«? the Ross

ot
e
-

3




K, 7 0 0 6— 13
Seorlns
Admiral King: Bob Calam-
, 17-yard run (Tom Jama
ck), 3:32, first quarter. ,
Ross: Dan Brudzinski, 17-
ard pass from Kevin Wilhelm
Shaw(r’n McCarthy kick), 1:32,
n :

Ross: Derek Isaman, 14-yard
ass from Wilhelm (McCarthy
ick), 8:19, fourth quarter.

Admiral King: Calamari,
ne-yard run (run failed), 2:15,

quarter.
Team Stats

R AK
First Downs 17 13
Rushes/Yds. 44/173 41/156
Passing Yds. 65 40
Passes/C/1 7/5/0 15/3/1
ts/Avg. 4/25.7 5/35.2
Fmb./Los 3/2 2/0
Pen./Yds. 5/45 4/40

Individual Statistics

Rushlnosz Ross: Mike Pal-
omo 18/80, Jeff Gentry 15/73;
Admiral klng: Gary Patton
25/102.

Passing: Ross: Wilhelm
7/5/0, 65; Admiral King: Ca-
lamari 15/3/1, 40.

Receiving: Ross: Isaman
3/44, Bru ki 2/21; Admiral
King: Tony Blakely 2/21.

Season records: Ross 3-0-1
(1-0), Admiral King 3-1 (0-1).



Infamous Benedictine
returns to haunt Ross

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Cleveland Benedictine.

The words are becoming a plague to
Fremont Ross football teams. Three
times in the past three seasons, the
‘Bengals have visited Fremont and
three times, have left Ross with a
mark in the loss column. All three
contests, however, have always been
in doubt until the final moments.

In the first meeting, Benedictine
won 21-12 with the Bengals scoring on
a last play -inteception. In 1981, Ben-
edictine won 12-10 and last season, it
was 14-7 in favor of the Bengals. In
each loss, Ross has committed the
crucial turnover that has led the
Bengals’ winning points.
~ “We know and they know that it will
be a good, hard hitting contest,”” Ross
Coach Pete Moore explained, “‘and if
there is anything mental for us to
worry about is what are we going to
do to give them the ball in good field
position. :

“There is no doubt that our turn-
overs have been big plays for them.”

In both 1980 and 1981, Benedictine
used victories over Ross to vault its
way to division state championships.

“It’s a big game for them in that re-
spect,” Moore said. ‘“‘The first two
years, we were very successful and it
helped them.”

Last season, the Bengals finished 7-
3 and did not qualify for the state play-
offs.

Auggie Bossu, coach of the Bengals
since 1955, guided the team to the

school’s 300th victory last Friday, a 3-
0, rain-plagued win over Mansfield
Senior. Benedictine is 3-1 this season,
losing the season opener to Lake Cath-
olic 14-7.

Moore pointed out two basic differ-
ences in the Bengals this season: size
and a new defensive look.

“I don’t this this team has quite the
same size as in the past,’” Moore said.
“Everything else is there, They are
fundamentally sound and are very
disciplined. They do not make a lot of
mistakes and if something does not
work, they won't run it again.

“The best thing they do is execute,”
Moore continued.

“They are playing a ‘4-4’ defense
this year where in the other three
games, they have used a ‘50’. What we
will face is basically an eight-man
line,”” Moore explained.

Ross held a 7-0 lead at the half in
1982 but on a third quarter punt,
Ross’s punt hit the shoulder pads of a
Little Giant and Benedictine had the
ball at the Ross one. A short quick
kick, setting the Bengals up in busi-
ness as the Ross 46, set up the second
TD.

Ross is coming off a 14-13 Buckeye
Conference opening win and will be
putting its 3-0-1 record on the line.

“We played a pretty good game last
week,” the Ross head coach said.
“We were pleased with the way the
kids played on the field and their atti-
tude while getting ready for the game.
We are going to have to have that
same effort this week."

Isaman earns BC honors

Derek Isaman, linebacker and tight end for
Fremont Ross, was named the Buckeye Con-
ference ““back of the week'’ for his defensive
play in Ross’s 14-13 win over Admiral King
last Friday. Isaman, a junior, was credited
with eight tackles and four assists as well as
causing one fumble. His tackle of Admiral
King tailback Gary Patton on the PAT at-
tempt after the second AK touchdown, saved
the victory for Ross. He also caught a touch-
down pass and graded 94 per cent offensively
inthe game.




JIM HUFFORD of Ross picks off one of his two
interceptions against Benedictine Friday at Har-
mon Stadium.

GENE SIMMONS ftries to elude a
pair of Bengals while returning one
of the three pass interceptions he

had

5 interceptions slay Bengals

Ross clubs Benedictine 16-6

By BOB MARKER
News- rts Editor
Gene Simmons intercepted three
Jim Hufford two more and
ike Palomo's second half touch-
down kickoff return lifted Fremont
Ross to a 16-6 victory over Cleveland
Benedictine in a hard hitting high
school football game at Harmon Sta-
dium Friday nlénl.

“The defense played exceptionally
well,” Ross Coach Pete Moore may
have understated as he savored his
first win over the Bengals in four
tries. “It’s very good pass defense
when you intercept five passes.”

“Yes, the second half kickoff return
was the play, but Ross's defense
did a good job on us,” Benedictine
mentor Auggie Bossu said.

Palomo, all 5-6, 160-pounds of him,
followed a host of Ross blockers up
through the middle of the field with
the second half Bengal kickoff, broke
through into the clear at the 35 and
was never in trouble as he raced
downfield. It was the third longest
kickoff return in Ross’s history, tying
that of Jeff Brown who scored from
that distance in 1976 season.

“We worked on that wedge,"” Moore

in Ross’s victory over the
Cleveland school.

explained about Palomo’s return,
“‘and when I saw that wall out front, I
knew we would have good field posi-
tion but I never thought we would
score.”

After Shawn McCarthy’s kick, Ross
led 9-6 but Bossu said that his second
half game plan was not altered. It was
simple, the Bengals wanted to run at
the Little Giants and mix in the pass-
ing of Frank Mulac. <

After Palomo's strike, Benedictine
was unable to move but got the ball at
the Ross 30 when Bengal linebacker
Jim Mitchell stepped in front of Ross
quarterback Kevin Wilhelm's pass at
the Ross 46 and returned it to the 30.
Three plays later, Hufford intecepted
at the Ross eight to kill the drive

At the beginning of the fourth pe-
riod, Benedictine moved to the Ross
29 from their own 47 with the bulk of
the yardage coming on a 22-yard
strike from Mulac to Jim Panazzo but
on a fourth and five at the 29, Hufford
batted down a Mulac pass to kill that
drive.

Simmons got the honors again, this
time with his third inteception to put
Ross in business at the Benedictine 37
In six plays Ross scored the clinching
touchdown as Jeff Gentry followed a

“student body left’’ play for the final
nine yards with 6:28 remaining in the
contest.

‘‘Manahan (Jerry), Calabrese
(Adam) and Bobay (Mike) all had
good blocks on that sweep,”” Ross line
coach Mike Wetzel pointed out.

The Bengals game plan flew out the
window on a series of long passes
after the Gentry TD. Hufford picked
off his second pass at the Ross 42 with
5:55 left in the final period.

The Little Giants chewed more than
three minutes off the clock before giv-
ing the ball back to the Bengals are
their own 20. The drive stalled 20
yards downfield when a fourth and
three pass from sophomore Larry
Wanke fell incomplete.

That was it for the Bengals. Ben-
edictine got the ball one more time
but defensive end Chris Simmons
sacked Wanke for a 13-yard loss to
end the game.

The Little Giants defensive unit
held the Bengals to 27 yards on 29
rushes. Included in that figure was a
29-yard loss charged to Bengal punter
Larry DePompei when he fell on ball
in the end zone after it had sailed over
his head on a snap from center Pat

DePietro. That Bengal miscue gave
Ross a 2-0 lead at the 4:45 mark of the
initial period.

“That's the best defensive game we
have had in quite sometime,” Ross
defensive coordinator Joe Siesel
smiled. ““We put a lot of pressure j on
them from the outside in the second
half and Gene (Simmons) and ‘Huff’
(Hufford) did a heck of a job reacting
tothe ball.”

Benedictine took the lead four min-
utes into the second period on an 18-
yard drive after tailback Ken Redd
had returned a McCarthy punt 36
yards. Starting Bengal quarterback
Ken Deininger rambled over from the
two for a 6-2 Benedictine lead

Ross generated 134 yards rushing
but o..ly six through the air.

“We wanted to throw,” Rex’
Radeloff, Ross oftensive coordinator,
“but the passing game was not
sharp.”

Gentry led Ross rushers with 61
yards on 15 carries while Wilhelm had
34 on 14. Steve O'Neill had 38 yards on
eight carries for the Bengals

Ro: 4-0-1, will face Elyria next
Friday as the Buckeye Conference
season resumes for the Little Giants.

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)
MIKE PALOMO OF ROSS IS ON HIS WAY TO AN 89-YARD KICKOFF RETURN




Ross 16
Benedictine 6

Score by quarters
B'dictine 0 6 00— 6
Ross 2 0 7 7—- 16

Scoring
Ross: Team safety, Benedic-
tine punter recovered bad snap

inend zone; 4:45, first quarter.

Benedictine: Ken Deininger,
two-yard run (kick failed),
8:22, second quarter.

Ross: Mike Palomo, 89-yard
kick-off return (Shawn McCar-
thaklck). 11:44, third quarter.,

oss: Jeff Gentry, nine-yard
run (McCarthy kick), 6:20,

fourth quarter.
Team Stats

R B
First Downs 8 7
Rushes/Yds. 6/41/134  29/27
Passing Yds. 6 87
Passes/C/1 9/2/1 26/8/5
Punts/Avg. 6/31.2 3/35.7
Fmb./Los 3/1 1/0
Pen./Yds. 5/55 3/42

Individual Statistics

Rushing: Benedictine: Steve
O'Neill 8/38; Ross: Kevin Wil-
helm 14/34, Palomo 6/21, Gen-
t%lS/Gl. Todd Beatty 10/16.

assing: Benedictine: De-
ininger 7/4/1, 36; Frank Mulac
9/2/3, 31; Larry Wanke 8/2/1,
20; Ross: Wilhelm 9/2/1, 6.

Receiving: Benedictine: Jim
g/azrznazzo /88; Bryan Reed



Elyria ‘D’ invades Harmon

BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor
‘‘defense’’ around Buck-
eye erence football coaches
and you will probably hear the
defensive tradition at Elyria
mentioned more than once.

The Pioneers are steeped in
defensive tradition; unfortu-
nately, for the Pioneers, the of-
fense has not kept up with the
defense.

“I think since the early 1960s,”
Ross Coach Pete Moore re-
called, ‘“Elyria has been known
to play great ‘4-3’ defense. Ever
since I came here (1974), I have
always heard how great their
detenseli:l lwas. o e

Y a’s problem,” Moore
added),'r “has been with the of-
fe "

nse.

The Little Giants will get a
shot at the Pioneer defense F'ri-
day, when Elyria visits Harmon
Stadium in a Buckeye Confer-
ence clash. Ross is rolling off a
win over Cleveland Benedictine,
a game that Moore labeled as a
“pride game.”’

“This is a conference game,”
Moore explained, ‘‘and it will be
counted toward the hardware
(conference championship) and
you have to win it if there going
to be any hardware.”

But cracking the top ranked
BC defense in Elyria may be as
hard as hardware for the Little
Giants. Through games of last
Friday, the Pioneers have per-
mitted 151 yards per contest,
three fewer per game than the
Ross defense.

In the past seven seasons, Ely-

Ross is 2nd

If the high school football
playoffs were played today, the
Ross Little Giants would be in
them.

The unbeaten and once-tied
Little Giants stand in second
place in Division I, Region 2, of
the Ohio High School Athletic
Association’s computer rat-
ings, which determine playoff
berths.

Buckeye Conference rival
Sandusky leads Region 2 with
51.00 points, followed closely
by Ross with 49.75 and Ga-
hanna with 49.50.

Complete computer listings
are on page 15.

ria has permitted only a shade
over 10 points per game. The Pi-
oneers permitted only 15 points
for the entire 1979 season. This
season, Elyria has given up 40
points but are just 2-3 for the
season. Last Friday, the Pi-
oneers lost to Admiral King 14-0.

The kicker is that Elyria has
averaged under 10 points the
past three seasons and have
scored only 34 this season. The
Pioneers are last in offense, av-
eraging 113 yards per game.

Ross is second defensively and
third in offense, getting more
than 233 yards per game.

“It seems like defense pre-
vails over everything there,”
Moore theorized. ‘It seems like
everyone wants to play defense
and no one offense...at least that

is my supposition.”’

Defensively, Elyria is fairly
young with five juniors and a
sophomore on the starting team.
Two, 6-0, 240-pound tackle Tim
Green and 6-1, 190 end Doug
Foor, are returning starters.

Offensively, the Pioneers have
a starting line that averages 210
per man.

Ross came ouf of the Benedic-
tine relatively unscathed. Line-
backer/tight end Derek Isaman
was held out of contact drills
Monday and Tuesday because of
a shin bone bruise and quar-
terback Kevin Wilhelm has a
banged up shoulder but will be
ready, Moore said.

The Ross coach pointed out
that after playing three straight
mentally and physically tough
games, he is concerned about a
letdown this week.

“l am worried about being
ready to play,” he admitted,
“because we have had those
three tough games in a row but I
believe these kids will be ready.

“They never have been the
‘rah-rah’ type; they don't come
to talk, only to play the game,”
Moore described his team,‘‘and
this is a conference game.

“After five games, I am
pleased with the progress of the
kids,” Moore added. ‘‘From the
first scrimmage up through
now, there has been im-
provement but there is still im-
provement to be made on both
sides of the ball.

“That’s one of our goals: to do
things a little better each
game."



No first downs, minus-6 yards for Elyria

Logan

ROD LOGAN

Marritt
wins
twice

her coach as playing
“the finest I've ever
seen her play,” ad-
vanced to this morn-
ing's semifinals of
the Class AAA dis-

ment with
victories at the Tam
O’Shanter complex
here Friday.

The Ross High

School senior ace,
fourth,
defeated Kelly

Erdmann of Toledo
Waite 64, 6-1 in the
first round before
outlasting Linda
Wick of Toledo
Whitmer 7-5, 4-6, 6-1
in the quarterfinals.
She will now play
top-seeded Latha
Pandurangan of
Lima Shawnee in this
morning's
semifinals.
Pandurangan, a
India native, is a
three-time district
champ and is
undefeated this

Their match will
begin at9 a.m.

'he winner of the
Marritt-Panduranga
match will meet the
winner of the other
semifinal between
ithird-seeded Beth
,Lemon of McCauley
and second-seeded
Ann Harrah of
Sylvania Northview.
Lemon is 220 and
Harrah is 25-0.

The semifinal
victors are assured of
a state berth while

spot. Both those
matches are
scheduled to be
played around noon
today. In case of rain,
all matches will be
layed at the
acquet Connection
just'outside
Perrysburg.

At Tam O’'Shanter
Friday afternoon
after she had easily
defeated Erdmann i1
the morning, Marritt
had to come up with a
snarkling

By BOB MARKER
Edi

ews- tor
Pete Moore, Rex Radeloff or Joe Siesel would not
admit it, but the only

in doubt after lhecﬂm-
1ng coin flip was whether the south goal post at Har-
mon Stadium would fall down during the Ross clash
with Elyria.

As it was, Ross won the toss, the closest that Ely-
ria came to scoring all night and went on to defeat
e punchless Pioneers 20-0. The Little Giants’ de-

the pun
fense held Elyria to a minus-six in total yardage &

and no first downs. The de(emlv:re’gum included
22 rushing plays for a minus-five a team loss of
13 on a muffed &unt attempt and 12 yards passing.

Rod ln&m, over for regular quarterback
Kevin Wilhelm who was sitting out because of a
school sustemlon. led the Little Giants, 5-0-1 and 2-0
in the Buckeye Conference, to the easy win. The 5-6,
140-pound senior, rushed for 51 yards on 14 carries
and scored a touchdown in his baptism of fire.

v looked super,” Ross offensive coordina-
tor Radeloff said. ‘“He ran the option well, read the
defenses well and he threw the ball well.”

an led the Little Giants on an 18-play (three
penalties), 63-yard opening drive that consumed
8:13 and set the tempo for the contest.

“We wanted to come out right at them,” Moore
said. “‘We wanted to sustain a drive and that drive
is a pretty long one in a high school game.”

Jeff Gentry started Ross rolling with a six-yard
run while Mike Palomo picked up four on a fourth
and one at the Ross 46 later in the drive. It was the
first of two fourth down plays that the Little Giants
converted in the opening drive. The second was at
the Elyria 28 and Gentry picked up four on an option
around left end.

Logan picked up 28 yards in the drive, running for
16 on an option to the Elyria 35. He later picked up
five and ran the final seven to score at the 3:47
mark. Shawn McCarthy failed to convert the PAT
kick, his first miss after 12 straight successes.

“Logan checked off on a couple of plays in the

« drive,” Moore disclosed. ‘‘On the fourth and one, he

saw that Elyria had put all their big monsters in the
middle and he checked off from the quarterback
sneak to the belly option for the first down. He made
the same call later in the drive.”

The six points were academic; the Pioneers got
into Ross territory only once, that on a nine-yard
shanked punt by McCarthy in the third quarter.
Taking over at the 41, Jim Hufford killed the Elyria
drive with his fifth interception of the season on the
Pioneers’ second play.

Ross missed two other scoring opportunities in
the first half after fumble recoveries by Mike Wolf
and Rod Lanning. Wolf got his at the Elyria 19 but
the drive ended when McCarthy’s 27-yard field goal
attempt was wide to the left.

Two plays later, Rod Lanning recovered an Ely-
ria fumble at the Pioneer 20 but on a fourth and two
at the eight, Palomo was stopped a yard short.

“‘At the half, I was disappointed that we did not
score on two easy chanes but I have to give the Ely-
ria defense credit, they were very physical and
slgl%ped us,” Moore said.

e Little Giants put the game safely away on
their first possession of the second half. After Ely-
ria punter Dave O'Connor went to his knee fielding
a bad snap, Ross drove 26 yards in six plays. The
key play was a 19-yard run by tailback Chris Sim-
mons to the six on a third and nine. Todd Beatty
went the final yard for a 13-0 lead with 6:56 to play
in the third period.

The final Ross score came with 1:43 remaining on
a 13-yard run by Gentry on another option pitch
from Logan. The score came after the Pioneers’
fourth and seven play at the Elyria 32 failed.

Defensively, coordinator Siesel was speechless.

“There's not a whole lot you can say,” Siesel ad-
mitted. “Elyria did everything we expected and
what they did do differently, the kids adjusted to
it.”

Defensive ends Jerry Manahan and Chris
Simmons along with tackles Adam Calbrese and
Lanning shut off any Elyria play inside the tackles
while linebackers Matt Hiser, Stacy Swaisgood and
whoever Siesel inserted into the lineup polished off
any Pioneer who did sneak past the line.

Siesel was not forced to used regular lineback
Derek Isaman who was able to sit out while nursing
a shin bone bruise.

Gentry ended up as the second leading rusher for
Ross with 49 on 17 attempts. Palomo finishes with 34
on 11 carries while Simmons had 27 on eight efforts.
Anthony Jackson had seven yards on five carries
for Elyria.

And the goal post...despite h};ving the right cross
arm bent down, managed to stay up. It was the only
tthing at Harmon Stadium that did not fall on the
Pioneers Friday.

JEFF GENTRV (26) of Ross cuts through a hole during a
fourth quarter play Friday night at Harmon Stadium.

Gentry ran for 49 yards and one touchdown in Ross’s 5th

THE BALL Flies away from Elyria fullback
Anthony Jackson during the second quarter.
Matt Hiser of Ross made the hit causing the

fumble and Mike Wolf of the Little Giants
recovered the ball.

leads Ross to win over Pioneers

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)

victory against one tie. Elyria slipped to 2-4 and 1-2 in the
Buckeye Conference while Ross is 2-0 in conference play

Golfers

shutout

Two ‘area teams and
three individuals were
shut out in high school
district golf action Fri-
day.

Woodmore and St. Joe
finished ninth and 11th,
respectively, at the
Class A district tourna-
ment at Hawthorne
Hills in Lima while
Clyde’s Kevin Toth, Oak
Harbor's Doug St. Clair
and Genoa's Paul
Beamer did not qualify
for an individual state-

ualifying spot at the

lass AA tourney at
Hillcrest in Findlay

At Hawthorne Hills,
Ottoville had 318 strokes
to win by three over Van
Buren. The low two indi-
viduals also came from
those schools —Dave
Kortokrax of Ottoville
and Doug Martin of Van
Buren. They both shot
7.

Woodmore had 349
strokes with scores of 78
from Steve Korn, 85
from Todd Pavlica, %0
from Mark Sommer, 9%
from Jeff Lemke and
101 from Kevin Giesler.

St. Joe had 363 strokes
with scores of 84 from
Randy Ebeling, 91 from
John Spader, 94 from
both Bret Pavlica and
Brian Agee and 99 from
Billy Ritchie.

At Hillcrest, Toth shot
an 85 while St. Clair antl
Beamer each had 86,




Elyria 0

quarters
Ross 6.0 77—
Ross: Rod Logan,

6:56, third quarter.

Ross: Jeff Gentry, 13-yard
W e
Team Stats

E R
First Downs 0 11
Rushes/Yds. 22/-18 55/171
Passing Yds. 12 17

Passes/C/I 77171  3/1/1
Punts/Avg. 3/26.7 3/31.7
Fmb./ 4/2 4/
Pen/Yds. = 5/33 4/
Individual Statistics

R s - Anthon
J.ck"ﬂf:us/vf‘mm, ag
14/51, Mike Palomo 11/34,
try 17/49, Chris Simmons 8/27,
Beatty 5/10.

Wiy P iy R

Y ;!:1 1’ T
ecelving: ria m

ﬁx;gen mz;izou. Jim Hutford

Season records: Ross 5-0-1
(20-0), Elyria 2-4 (1-2).




Ross faces pass-happy Lorain

Bly BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Pete Moore must be a stage manager
in his alter ego. .

He was setting the scene for Fﬂdaﬁ's
Buckeye Conference class between his
Ross Little Giants, 5-0-1 and the Lorain
Steelmen, 4-2. It is Ross’s Homecoming

ame.
“We have to have this one Friday,”
the Ross coach said, “to set the stage for
the other three games.”

After Lorain, Ross, ranked number 11 .

in this, week's Associated Press high
school poll, will travel to Marion Har-
ding, host Findlay and close out the sea-
son at Sandusky.

“Setting the stage” will not come

easy, Moore pointed out. The Steelmen
are 4-2 but own the top offensive team in
the Buckeye. That includes the confer-
ence’s top passer in quarterback Mike
Repko.
“rd rate Lorain’s passing game,”
Moore expressed, ‘‘as being as good as
Findlay’s has been in the past. They
have three nice receivers with good foot
speed and Repko can stretch (throw) it
out and let them run under it.”

Continuing, Moore pointed to the con-
ference’s statistic sheet, ‘Look at
that...they have the top two receivers
and look at the average per catch.”

Those figures staggered the Ross
coach. Randy Jarvis is the BC’s leading
pass catcher with 26 for a 21.4 yards per
catch average while teammate Kevin
Curry ranks second with 16 and a confer-

ence high 23.7 average. Another Steel-
man, Tony Crewman is sixth with 10 for
18 yards per catch.

Repko has tossed 15 scoring passes,
com letlng 53 of 111 tosses for 1,090
yards, He has had four intercepted.

“This will be one of the best offensive
teams our defense will have faced,”
Moore said. ‘“They present us with quite
a few problems.”

Passing is Lorain’s top threat with the
aerial game outgaining the ground at-
tack by more than 400 yards. The top
running threat for the Steelmen is Sam
Hollins who has rushed for 259 yards on
81 attempts, a 3.2 average.

While thinking of Lorain, Moore said
part of his team’s inspiration in beating
the Steelmen is remembering how the
Little Giants lost 17-13 last season. The
Little Giants had a 13-10 lead with less
than two minutes to go but lost the ball at
their own five and Lorain scored in two
plays.

“We gave it to them,”” Moore isisted,
““and I think the kids have that thought in
the back of their minds.

“We cannot give any game away, we
have to get past this one and we have to
continue to get sharper each week.”

In the Ross camp, the quarterback po-
sition is up for grabs.

“It's wide open right now,”” Moore said
during a Tuesday conversation. ‘“We'll
decide on Thursday.”

Rod Logan stepped in for regular sig-
nal caller Kevin Wilhelm last Friday
against Elyria and quided the Little Gi-

ants to the 20-0 win. Wilhelm had to sit
out a school suspension but Logan did
not allow any slack in the Ross offense.

“As I said after the game, Rod did a
super job for us,” Moore said, ‘‘but had
Kevin been available, he would have
started against Elyria.”

ROSS NOTES: Jeff Gentry is ranked
second in rushing with 433 yards on 103
carries and a 4.2 average. Mike Palomo,
who is listed as questionable after
spraining a knee against Elyria, is fifth
with 334 on 62 carries and a 5.4 average.
Palomo is second in kickoff returns, av-
erage 49.5 on two returns. Gene Sim-
mons is third in punt returns with an 11.1
average. Simmons and Jim Hufford
share the BC lead with James Keys of
Sandusky with five pass interceptions
apiece. Shawn McCarthy is ranked sixth
in punting with a 31 yard average. Wil-
helm is fifth in passing, hitting 21 of 41
for 237 yards and five touchdowns.

Ross, which is fourth in scoring in the
BC with 109, has no one in the top 11 in in-
dividual scoring. The Little Giants are
fifth offensively, averaging 225.5 yards a
game but are first defensively, permit-
ting 128 yards per game. In conference
games only, Ross is sixth offensively
with 213 yards per game and first de-
fensively, yielding 95.5 yards per game.
Lorain is first in both areas in offense
with 289.5 yards per game overall and
363 in conference games. Defensively,
the Steelmen are fifth overall with a 215
yards average and sixth in BC games,
giving up 277 per game.

Calabrese plays to a different beat

By BOB MARKER
N-M Sports Editor

Looking at Adam Ca-
labrese, you could think
he would bend a clarinet
into the shape of a pret-
zel, not make beautiful
music come from it.

It does not seem plau-
sible that this stocky, 5-
10, 200-pounder, who has
excelled in shoving op-
posing players into the
mud for the Ross High
School football team
this season, has won top
honors at music compe-
titions, but Calabrese
has and plans to keep on
chasing those musical
honors.
wil BOUSy Db

|12 pic
honors for h{l 4

not mean much to the

mugger at
from across lm
C

The Ross senior won an

‘honor from his team-

mates before the Little
Glants began the foot-
ball season; he was
voted co-captain of the
team

“I have been playing
the clarinet since the
fourth grade,”” the offen-
sive guard/defensive
tackle said. ‘My mom
started me in music.
Why? Because it
seemed to be what ev-
eryone else was doing.”

abrese and his par-
ents, Adam Sr. and
Donna, moved from
Cl to Fremont

brese a spot in the Ross
High School concert
band. He picked uf a
tenor saxophone last
November and plans to
lay that in the Ross
razz band

In the concert band,
he was second chair
clarinet as a junior and
has set sights on the
first chair this time
around.

Calabrese, a 3.89 (out
of 4.0) student in college
prepatlr":to courses,
says only compari-
son between nhg:tl?c
and musical talents is
his drive to excel.

“If you want to be the
best, you have to do
your best,” he said.

Football, however,
has ¢ instru-
mental music practice.
“There is not enough
time football

between
‘pnctlce and my home-

]

ADAM CALABRESE

ctice to get ready fi
ractice ready for
rhe concert band audi-
tions,” Calabrese ex-
plained.

Calabrese said that
his parents have not
made a preference
about his athletic or mu-

sical future,
momlsenlmerwh:l‘{

am playing music,” he
smiled.

When he relaxes, Ca-
labrese listens to music
and, this ties into and
helps his play on the
gridiron, lifts weights.

“I have entered power
lifting contests,”” he
said

Coach Pete Moore
said that Calabrese
bench presses well over
300 and pointed
out that his Little Giants
field leader was second
in a Bowling Green
m)wer lifting contest for

gh school students this
summer.

While athletics are
important to Calabrese,
they are not tantamount
in his priorities.

“My family and n&
education and to

reasoning. ‘I am not
using athletics to get an
education; I am using
education to get an edu-
cation.”

On the football field,
Calabrese admitted that
he may be hearing a dif-
ferent beat than his tea-
mmates will hear.

‘‘Music gets me
going,” he explained.
“‘When I hear the band,
I know when they are
playing well and it gets
me going especially
when they play the
fights song or ‘Hang on
Sloopy’. 1 don’t really
listen for the band but I
am hearing it.”

players

students playing the
clarinet or sax, t

g)elh trouble because
0ss’'s musician in
shoulder pads is ready

to get going.



Ross pulls away from Steelmen 34-6

News-!

Senior 34-6 in a Buckeye Conference
football clash at lhrmon Stadium
Friday night.

The Little Giants’ offensive and de-
fensive line took advantage of Lo-
rain’s “yellow fever” in g
Ross, 6-0-1 and 3-04n the BC, to 21

quarter points. The Lm.le Gi-

v ball control game consumed
more than 28 minutes of the eonlat
with nearly nine those minutes com-
hﬁon the apening drive of the necond

Ross, with Chris Simmons picked
up 23 yards and Kevin Wilhelm pass-
lng lor 25 more, marched 84 ¥ for

we have to cut the penalties down."”
The Little Giants' defense turned in

who had passed for nearly 1, 100 yards
this season, added 173 more but the
Ross rush nullified most of those
ulns

Chris Simmons, Stacy
Swnhgood Paul Stout, Matt Hiser
and Jerry Manahan were in Repko's
face most of the game.

‘The best pass defense is a
rush " Ross head Coach
mn who picked up his 50th career

polm.ed out. ““The line had good
pene!ra!lon and the backs had good
coverage.”

Oﬂenslvely O'Farrell and Nitschke

the winning
rolled in over the blocb of Terence
O'anll and Mm itschke with
llnl:ltg the third period.
Shnwn McCarthy’s kick made it 13-6.

Lorain, victimized by 11 penalties
for 132 yards and the ejection of three
pulel!en and an assistant coach, had

the contest with 18 seconds re-
maining in the first half. The Steel-'
men mlrched 89 yards in five plnys.
four on 0 passes for 79 of the
ynrds R?lm hit Kevin Curry for the

urry and Ross linebacker

Derek Isaman came down with the
ball at the same time in the end zone
but a simultaneous catch goes to the
offensive player.

“Thal lay should not have hap-

defensive coordinator
Joe Siesel said. “That drive made me
mad but maybe it was a
happened; maybe the ki
up now and realize that things like
that can happen.”

Vic Furiga, Lorain coach, was
stunned at the number of penalties his
team absorbed but he knew what beat
his team. :

“Fremont ou I)llyed us, | both offen-
sively and defensively,” he said.
““That was the best rush that our quar-
terback has had; it’s hard to block
seven

people.
“'As for the penalties, it seemed like

all the peralties came our way. I will
have to see the mmz;tl’?l see if they

ly opet up big holes in the
leaky Steelman de(enslve front.

“The line was picking up their
stunts,” offensive line Coach Mike
Wetzel said. “We had the worst prac-
tices of the year this week but tonight,
the line may have played the best it
has all season.”

While O'Farrell and Nitschke
chewed the right side, center Scott
the right side, guard Adam
Cnlnbnese and Mike Bobay and Matt
Whitcomb splitting tackle dulles kept
Lorain honest. Along with tight ends
Manahan and Chris Sults, the front
line paved the way for 277 rushing
yards for Ross.

Jeff Gentry had 113 on 13 carries
and fullback Todd Beatty, stepping in
for injuried Mike Palomo, ran up 95
ona n carries. Simmons had 34 on
11 to go with ‘a pair of touchdowns.
Beatty scored once.

Ross scored first on Wilhelm's one-
yard sneak midway through the first
period. After Ross's second half open-
ing drive, the Little Giants put the
game away on a 46-yard, seven play
drive. Beatty scored from three yards
out for a 20-0 Ross lead with 9:12 re-
maining in the game. Six minutes
later, Simmons’ seven-yard run cli-
maxed a 67-yard drive.

The final Ross TD was chalked up
by linebacker Paul Stout who fell on a
Lorain fumble in the end zone with 63

really were

TODD BEATTY (46) of Ross cuts
around right end while on his way
1o a 10-yard gain during the second

seconds in the game.

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)
quarter Friday. He had taken a
handoff from quarterback Rod
Logan (11).

DAN BRUDZINSKI of Ross tries to pull away from Lorain
Steelmen defender Kevin Curry during Friday’s game at

Harmon Stadium. Brudzinski caught three passes for 67
yards in the Little Giants’ win

PC was dessert for Streaks

By ROY WILHELM
N-M Managing Editor
PORT CLINTON —
Dinner with a few close
friends, soft music and
then some lively enter-
tainment—the ingre-
dients for a perfect
evening on the town.
That was the basic
recipe head coach Tom
Narducci chose Friday
night and his St. Joseph
Central Catholic High
School football team
made it work, dishing
up a 28-17 victory over
host Port Clinton in San-
dusky Bay Conference
football action Friday.
The close friends —
maybe 50 or so football
players and coaches —
ate dinner out together,
enjoyed ‘soft’ music
compliments of the new
stereo on the team bus

- and then turned in a

lively performance in
grabbing their third vic-
tory of the season.

The evening together
is part of what Narducci
sees as a positive team
attitude that played a
key role in the Streaks’
victory Friday.

“Even with the two
tough losses we just
had, we had two of our
best practices of the
season this week,” the
coach pointed out. “‘We
were ready to play and I
feel good that we finally
beat a good team."

The Streaks were slow
starting, but once they
started to fly, they were
on their way. After spot-
ting Port Clinton a 3-0
margin while their of-
fense stumbled on the
ground, the Streaks took
to the air, moving 48
yards in four glays. The
drive, aided by a per-
sonal foul penalty
against Port Clinton,
gave the hosts a fore-
cast of the evening.
Quarterback John Sldell
hit three straight

asses: 11 yards to

nny Furlong, 13 to
John Wolf and 10 yards
to junior tight end Vince
Militello in the end zone.
That combination of
Sidell’s strong arm,
solid protection by the
offensive line and the
variety of reserves
proved too much for the
Redskins throughout the

ght.

The Streaks, ignited
again when Paul
Spieldenner recovered a
fumble, added to their
lead when Wolf made an
outstanding catch of a
Sidell pass with less
than three minutes gone
in the second half
Militello bulled his way
into the end zone for two
extra points after
catching a short pass.

PAUL, SPIELDENNER is hauled
down by Port Clinton’s Steve Smith

Minutes later Port
Clinton was trying —
and failing — for two
points themselves after
they had closed the gap
o 14-9,

The Streaks swiftly
added to their margin.
Spieldenner provided
the spark, dashing fo the
Port Clinton nine after
taking a short pass from
Sidell that turned into a
49-yard play which was
followed immediately
by a scoring pass from
Sidell to Furlong.

Then, the third time
was the charm for
Spieldenner and just
about the end for the
Redskins. While his first
two big plays had set up
touchdowns for others,
the third put
Spieldenner right in the

spot light and the end
zone. He pulled down a
Port Clinton punt at his
own 25, moved to his left
and dashed down the
sidelines behind a wall
of blockers, b
the game open at

“Phil Mosser
outstanding
that punt return. That's
what s rung
Spieldenner,” Narducci
said

Narducci was
particularly pleased
with his offense

“John Sidell did a
great job(17 of 28 for
yards and thr

touchdowns) and

we
have five or six kids who
can catch the ball and
I'm not afraid to call

their numbers. You
know those guys up

(News-Herald Photo)

after a short gain in Friday’s game
at Port Clinton.

tront had to do a good
job for Sidell to have the
time he had. We have

five juniors on that
offensive line and they
are getting better each
week.”” Defensively, the
Streaks bent at times,
but came up with
numerous big plays to
halt the Redskins. Paul
Gedert, Mike Brandt,
Tim Lonsway, Scott
Kuzma, Denny

Warnecke, Brian Gonya
and Steve Widman all
deliver lk\\ tackles or
quarterb. sacks to
stall the Skins

Judge rules

against

, Ohio
(AP) A federal
judge Friday contin
ued a restraining
order ainst the
0I|ml(|gh School Ath
letic Association that
allows out-of-state
students attending
private schools in
Ohio to play inters-
cholastic sports.

U.S. District Judge
John Potter extended
the order following a
daylong non-jury
trial in which he
heard testimony on a
suit brought by the
parents of 35 Michi-
gan childrer end-
ing private Catholic
schools in Ohio.




P C/1  25/13/1  5/4/0

Punts/Avg. 3/40.0 1/33.0

Fmb./Los 3/2 4/2

Pen./Yds. 11/132 6/50
Individual Statistics

 Rushing: Lorain: Sam Hol-
lins 9/39; Ross: Jeff Gentry
}%33, Beatty 13/95, Simmons
Passing: Lorain: Repko
23/12/1 - 173; Ross: Wilhelm
Y foctiving: Livein Curry
ving: rain:
5/61, Tony Kruman 3/73,
Randy Jarvis 4/38, Ross: Dan
Brudzinski 3/67, Jeff Nossa-
man 1/12.
Season records: Ross 6-0-1
(3-0), Lorain 4-3 (1-2).



Ross survives Marion’s last quarter uprising

< By ROB BOUK!SSENﬂ
ews-Messenger Sports

MARION — It doesn’t matter what kind of team
the Ross Little Giants have every odd-numbered
year, they almost always seem to have trouble here
against the Marion Harding Presidents.

dn{enlmt was no different.
rolling up 333 ynrda in total, well-bal-

nnced offense and playing typically stingy defense,
the Little Giants still had to hold off a last-minute

Harding drive to preserve an 18-13 Buckeye Confer- wink sl

te;u:e victory and keep their undefeated record in-
ct.

“‘We almost always seem to just manage to get by

guys when we come down here,"” said a re-

lieved Pete Moore. ‘I guess part of the blame to-
night, uwugh, was my fault for not having the kids
more

Stlll the flule Giants did not play a poor ball
game.

Tailback Jeff Gentry’s 122 yards in 27 carries led
a more-than-respectable runnlng game while quar-
terback Kevin Wilhelm’s nine-of-17, 134-yard e"ort
paced a highly productive passing game.

The problems entered the picture, however, in

the form of.. fuess what? You guessed it...penal- .
ties, fumbles, interceptions and the dreaded kickoff
return.

“It's dlsagpolnllng when you move the ball up
and down the field and come up with no points,

said Moore. “‘You just can’t do that. We Imhedde-
cmtonmeﬂeldbu poor on the scoreboard.”

Ross's troubles began on its first drive of the
mguwmn Gentry fumbled the ball on a third-and-
Eul the Harding six. annheballbnck.bulme

IttIeGhnuwmfomodhmue(onﬂyardﬂdd

Shawn McCarthy, the first of two from that

listance for the 0-1

anie el Bl cimacinee. o
with a m g Ha 's

mslr mitts for a zecucuhr

93-yard lwchdwn . Scott Holli
the PAT attempt, but Hnrdlnl still had the lead 6-3
with 5:05 left in the first quarter.

The Little Giants moved the.ball well on their sec-

ond possession of the night, but they came up
when McCarthy's 46-yard field goal attempt fell

L e A A e
rin an a aj ive that culminal
wllhnlwo-yar?ﬂg y

Gentry, wholeewn
for all the rushing yards (34) in the march,
McCarthy, like his Hudlnl

Wilhelm's second interception toss came
in the end zone

veopenedltupmre
pu.y after the Ross TD,
Isaman picked off a
lhe Little Giants field
. But six plays later,

Ross almost came away with nothing again when

a S-yurd field goal attempt by McCarthy never left

his foot because of a bad placement. But the lee
Giants got a break on the play when Harding w:

for having 12 players on the field. Stul

missed the

extra-point try, but Ross regained the lead 9-6 with
6:40 remaining in the first half.

The thtle G ants returned to their mistake-prone

ir fourth possession. After Wi helm

brl lanu dlreclcd his club 50 yards in six plays to

g 20, he not-so-brilliantly tossed the first

?I:n lhree interceptions near the Presidents’ goal

fourth down, the Ross specialty unit tried again,
and this time McCarthy split the uprights to make it
18-6 with 9:02 left in the game.

to show signs of

Hnrdlng 's offense finally
u#lng parked by a 37- ynrd

llleon its
m from Berry lo Dave Lehner, the
drove 65 yards in six plays to

paydlrt came on a 10-yard Berry-to-Rod

th cau

Colllnl pass, and Holliday's kick made it 18-13 with

48 left.
“Afi Harding defense allowed lltmRou
first down before (orclnﬂ the Little G
setting the stage for the Préxies’ last u—y

It benn at their own 25-yard line with 1:56

. The Prexies picked up two first
fourth-and-10 at the Ross 47, Little Giant

t end Je Manahan sacked Berry, lorcln( a
mmble, which left end James Kline
to the Harding 29, causing a
sigh of relief on the Ross side of the stadi

“I was just hoping we could hang on." said
Moore. *‘1 think they caught us off guard with their
score. That fake-reverse play was a good call. They
t us flat-footed.

“But the main thing is that we won and we sta, ed
on top of the race. If we would've lost, we would've
needed help from other teams, and we ! don't want to
depend on anybody else. We gotta do the job

ourselves.

With me victory, Ross moved into a tie for the BC
lead with Sandus| y both 4-0. The Blue Streaks won
a non-conference battle with Barberton 28-0 Friday.

amajor in Ross’s h
lor a state playoff berth occured last night wl
r Arlington defeated Gahanna Lincoln 7-0.
anna was second to Ross in the recent Division
l Region 2 computer ratings while Upper Arlington
was fourth. Sandusky was third.




Ross 18

Harding 13
Scoreb rters
y.*.q“: 6 3—- 18
Harding 6 0 0 7— 13
Scorin

Ross: Shawn McCarthy, 27-
{:rrd field goal, 5:21, first quar-

Harding: Fritz Wink, 93-yard
kickoff return (kick failed),
5:05, first quarter.

Ross: Jeff Gentrﬁy. two-yard
run (kick falleld), 6:40, second
quarter.

Ross: Gentry, four-yard run
:kick failed), 5:07, third quar-
er.

Ross: McCarthy, 27-yard
field goal, 9:02, fourth quarter,

Harding: Rod Collins, 10-
yard pass from Kent Ber‘;y
(Scott  Hollidar kick), 5:48,

fourth quarter.
Team Stats

R MH
First Downs 18 6
Rushes/Yds. 199 60
Passing Yds. 134 67
Passes/C/I 17/9/3  11/4/2
Punts/Avg. 2/35 5/30.2
Fmb./Los 3/0 1/1
Pen./Yds. 5/55 4/28

Individual Statistics

Rushing: Ross: Gentry
27/122, Todd Beatty 14/42; Har-
ding: David Jones 14/48.

Passing: Ross: Kevin Wil-
helm 17/9/32 - 134; Harding:
Berry 11/4/2 -67.

Receiving: Ross: Jim Huf-
ford 4/70, Jeff Nossaman 3/26.

Season records: Ross 7-0-1
(4-0), Harding 35(14).



Only ‘the Shadow knows’
what’s up Findlay sleeve

By BOB MARKER
News- rts Editor
’How did Lamont Cranston put

t?
“Who knows what evil lurks in
W of man?”’ But Lamont
because the replay was al-
ways, ‘‘the Shadow knows.”
aybe Lamont Cranston
could loan his special t to

Ross Coach Pete Moore for this
Friday. Moore would gladly ac-

t it.

c?t may not be evil lurking in
the heart of Findlay’s first year
Coach Dan Evans, but whatever
it is, Moore would like to know.

In past years, you could count
on a ‘‘snake in the grass” or
spread formation or a fake field

or maybe a ‘‘lonesome pole-

cat” from former Coach Bill
Jones, but from Evans???

““We are going to have to gen-
erate some new ideas,” Moore
confessed

“In the past, we usually could
figure out Jonesy's tendencies
because we played them so
many times,”” Moore said Tues-
day as he prepared to tgut his
Ross Little Giants, 7-0-1, through
the first hard practice in prepa-
ration for the final home game
of the season Friday at Harmon
Stadium.

Evans, former Millershurg
West Holmes coach, will bring
the 44 Trojans to town for his
first visit to Fremont for a Buck-
eye Conference clash against
the top-running Little Giants.

Findlay is coming off a pair of
wins—36-0 over Zanesville,
coached by last year Trojans’
Coach Jones, and a 14-0 win over
Elyria.

“They have improved as the
season has progressed,” Moore
said, “and the past two games
Findlay has shown big im-
provement.

‘“We, on the other hand,”
Moore explained, ‘“had a good
game two weeks ago against Lo-

Tain (a 34-6 Ross win) but did not
show any improvement last
week at Marion (another Little
Giants win but by an 18-13
count).”

In the past weeks, Moore has
set that as his team’s primary
goal each week: improvement
on the previous week’s perfor-
mance.

“Findlay has looked good,” he
continued, ‘“‘and we know Mike
Dillon is a powerful running
back. We knew that after last
year’s game.”’

Mike Dillon did not run much
against the Little Giants in Find-
lay’s 17-14 win, instead he was a
path clearing fullback blocker
for his brother Pat. The latter
gained 125 yards on 23 carries
while Mike had 27 on nine.

This season, Mike Dillon, still
at fullback, is second in the con-
ference in rushing, averaging
4.5 yards on 671 yards in 124 at-
tempts. The 6-3, 225-pounder is
the conference’s leading scorer
with 13 TDs and two extra
points.

. “Coach Evans does not throw
as much as Jonesy used to,”
Moore described, ‘‘but the of-
fense is about the same. Only
when certain situations come
up, there is that element of sur-
rise because we are not famil-
ar with how the coach plays
those situations.”

Quarterback Sam Dunn is sec-
ond in the conference in passing
with 61 of 116 for 775 yards and
six touchdowns. The leading re-
ceivers are Larry Helms and
Mark Ritzler, ranked four-five
in conference stats. Helms+has
hauled in 20 passes for a 15-yard
average and sophomore Ritzler
has made 22 catches, averaging
nearly 13 per catch.

On the Ross side of the ledger,
Moore said that the pressure has
intensified eight weeks into the
season. Riding along in second
place in Region II of the com-

puter ratings behind Sandusky,
the team the Little Giants share
the conference lead with 4-0 re-
cords, Moore says the pressure
is different from last year.

“It's entirely different,” he
explained. ‘“This year, it is pres-
sure to stay on top and last year,
it was to get up from the bottom.
The pressure to stay on top is
much more intense.

“I can say the coaches are
putting the pressure on them-
selves; the kids seem to be re-
laxed.”

Buckeye stats:Ross continues
to be the defensive leader in both
overall and conference games,
permitting 135 yards in the for-
mer and 126 yard per game in
the latter category. Offensively,
the Little Giants are third in BC
games only with 256 yards per
game and third overall with 280
per game.

Findlay ranks last in offense
in the BC, permitting 267 yards
per game while ranking sixth
overall with 290. On offense, the
Trojans are fourth overall with
239 yards per game and fifth
overall with 244.

Individually, Ross broke into
the scoring leaders with Jeff
Gentry tied for seventh with 30
points. Kicker Shawn McCarthy
is ninth with 27. Gentry is third
in rushing with 670 yards and a
4.7 average.

Quarterback Kevin Wilhelm is
fifth in passing, hitting 34 of 63,
54 per cent, for 450 yards and
five TDs. He has been inter-
cepted six times. In receiving,
Dan Brudzinski is seventh and
Jim Hufford eighth.

McCarthy ranks sxith in
punting with a 31.5 average and
Gene Simmons is fifth in punt re-
turns, averaging nine yards on
11 chances. Palomo ranks third
in Kkickoff returns, averaging
42.5 on two returns.

Hufford leads in interceptions
with seven while Simmons is
tied for second with five.

| Ross now 2nd in tight battle |

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Six teams, led by
Sandusky and Alliance, the leaders this week,
are involved in close battles for two of the Divi-
sion I regional leads in the Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association’s weekly computerized football

ranklngx.

The OHSAA relies on the ratings, based on a
team’s victories and those by its opponents, to
select the 40-school, five-divisional post-season

playoff spots. Margins of victories are not-
wel’émd

in the rankings.
Sandusky, Fremont Ross and Toledo St.Fran-
cis are running one-two-three in Region 2, fewer

than three points apart. Sandusky has 110.21
points, Ross 109.32 and St. Francis 107.25. Upper
Arlington is fourth with 102.50 while Gahanna is
fifth with 100.50.

In Region 3, Alliance, second-place Austin-
town-Fitch and third-place Akron Garfield are
within seven points of each other.

Sandusky, Fremont Ross and Toledo St.Fran-
cis all have been in the lead in the last four
weeks: So have Alliance, Austintown-Fitch and
Akron Garfield in that same span.

Complete listings are on page 15.




Findlay blanked 27-0
Ross sets scene for Sandusky battle

BRIAN LENZ (43) of Ross is caught in a Findlay
vige during a third period play at Harmon Sta-

dium Friday night. The ball bounced off Lenz’s

(N
shoulder seconds before he
Scaife (13) and Mike Dillon.

was hit by Tom

-M photos by il Kenneay)

By ROB BOUKISSEN
News-Messenger Sports Writer

HURON — The Huron Tigers are said to have
one of the finest punting games in the Sandusky
B}a)" l(‘(mlercnco. but you couldn't tell it Friday
night.

That's because the explosive Tigers didn't
punt one time in drilling the St. Joe Streaks 46-7
in a high-powered marathon here that included
75 passes and 453 yards through the air from both
teams.

Huron scored a touchdown each of the first
seven times it touched the ball, and on its eighth
and final possession, the third-teamers just
couldn’t convert a fourth-down situation like
their first-string teammates

The Tiger frontliners converted all five of the
fourth-down situations they faced, three for first
downs and two for touchdowns, on their way to
keeping their perfect SBC record unblemished at
6-0 and increasing their overall record to 8-1.

The win clinched at least a tie for the confer-
ence title for the Tigers, who will travel to 5-1
Margaretta Friday for the decisive game. Per-
Kin: also 5-1, having lost 40-14 last week to
these same Tigers.

Meanwhile, the loss for St. Joe broke its two-
game winning streak and dropped its marks to 4-
5overall and 3-3in the SBC

“That’s the thing about football, d St. Joe
Coach Tom Narducci. “‘You can have a big high
one week and then hit the pits t*.e next week.

“But they (Huron) are a very good football
team, no doubt about it. They are by far the best
team we have played this year because they do
$0 many things so well."”

The Tigers showed their versatility Friday
night.

Not only did their vaunted passing attack, led
by quarterback Randy Strickland, pick up 208
apon running game,
) vid Leidheiser, amassed 229
yards for 437 total yards.

Strickland went over the 2,000-yard passing
for the season by completing 17 of 30
s for 204 yards, three TDs and no intercep-

Leidheiser, meanwhile, carried the ball 22
times for 147 yards, including 110 in the first half
alone.

Those two, along with a bevy of other talented
Tiger ‘‘skill” players, led their team on scoring

Punter stays on the bench
as Huron whips St. Joe 46-7

drives of 71, 60, 22, 80, 67, 39 and 73 yards.

The only interruption in that sequence came
early when St. Joe retaliated Huron’s first TD, a
five-yard run by Rodney Orshoski, with one of its

own.

“Streak quarterback John Sidell, who finished
15 of 34 for 180 yards and one interception, led his
club on a nine-play, 69-yard drive that he capped
with a 10-yard TD toss to John Wolf.

Phil Mosser kicked the extra point, temporar-
ily giving the Streaks the lead 7-6 with 4:49 left in
the first quarter.

I told the kids ‘you gotta believe' after we
scored,” said Narducci. ‘I thought it was gonna
be like Monday Night Football — the last team
with the ball would win."* .

And Narducci almost had his troops ‘“‘believ-
ing,” even though Huron scored the next two
touchdowns — a two-yard run by Orshoski and a
three-yarder by Leidheiser — to make it 18-7.

That's because Sidell again brought the
Streaks back into serious scoring territory mid-
way through the second quarter before being
turned away.

‘The Streaks went all the way down to the
Huron six, but a dropped pass by Vince Militello,
a incompletion by Sidell and a badly missed 22-
yard field goal attempt by Mosser killed the

rive.

“I think that took a little starch out of us,” said
Narducci.

And it put a little more firepower in an already
overloaded Huron attack.

Strickland hit his three TD passes next — 24
yards to Ed Pettegrew, five yards to Dick Reese
and three yards to Orshoski — before Shane
Stierhoff closed out the scoring on a four-yard

run,

The TD pass to Pettegrew came on a fourth-
and-14 at the St. Joe 24 while the scoring strike to
Reese came on a fourth-and-goal from the five.

“That's been our history with these guys,"
said Narducci. “‘We have a couple good de-
fensive plays, but we can’t stop them on third
and fourth down.

“‘But we moved the ball well tonight. They just
wore us down, and I think we were a little intim-
idated in the second half.”

The Streaks finished with 292 total yards, 245
through the air on 21 of 44 passing. Backup quar-
terback Kevin Yeckley was six of 10 for 65 yards
and one interception. Paul Spieldenner led St.
Joe receivers with seven catches for 105 yards.

By BOB MARKER

ews-] Sports Editor

ran for 24 yards on three carries in an eight play,

30-yard drive. %
Ross R delof!

N ulu:rr
Ross pushed across three first half
balong)la g out the string in the second half for
a 27-0 Buckeye Conference football win over Find-
lay at Harmon Stadium Friday night.

The win, coupled with Sandusky’s 3-0 win over
Admiral King, set the table for the conference
championship between the Little Giants and the
Blue Streaks next Friday night at Sandusky's
Strobel field. Ross is 8-0-1 while Sandusky is 9-0
with both teams deadlocked at the top of the BC
race with 5-0 marks.

“Now you go after it,”” Ross Coach Pete Moore
could finally talk about Sandusky. Not only will
the conference title be on the line Friday but a spot
in the Ohio High School Athletic Association state
playoffs is at stake.

Going into the Friday games, Sandusky held a
110.2143 to 109.3214 points lead over the Little Gi-
ants in Region I1. The two teams will likely be one-
:’wo again when the rattings are released Thurs-

ay.

y.

Against Findlay, Ross’s offense played consis-
tent enough in the first half while the defense held
the Trojans to 109 yards to post the Little Giants’
fourth shutout of the season. Ross had 141 yards on
the ground and hit another 121 on seven of 14 pass-
In% y quarterback Kevin Wilhelm.

he Little Giants took advantage of a Findlay
fumble by running back Dave Sprouse to set up
their first touchdown. Ross drove 37 yards in eight
plays, the key play coming on Wilhelm’s 19-yard
run to the 16. Dan Brudzinski capped the drive,
hauling in a 13-yard pass from Wilhelm at the 3:09
mark. Shawn McCarthy’s first of three extra point
kicks made it 7-0.

Gene Simmons’ 13-yard punt of a 37-yard punt
by Findlay’s Mike Dillon set up Ross’s second six-
pointer. Taking over at the Findlay 29, Jeff Gentry
ran for two and a Wilhelm pass was incomplete
before wingback Jim Huffrod hauled in a pass be-
tween two defenders for 27 yards and the TD with
five and a half minutes remaining until the half.

Simmons set up the third TD again with a punt
return, this time for 21 yards to the Findlay 37. A
26-yard pass to Hufford, who made a diving catch,
from Wilhelm was good for 26 yards to the 12, Full-
back Todd Beatty covered the final 12 yards and
Ross had a 21-0 lead with 63 seconds to play in the
firsthalf. '

The Little Giants’ final touchdown was scored
with 21 seconds remaining in the game on backup
quarterback Rod Logan’s one-yard sneak. Logan

PAUL STOUT of
Ross takes his first
step on the way to a
25-yard return of an
intercepted pass dur-
ing a third quarter
play. The pass from

Findlay quarterback
Sam Dunn was in-

Ross JVs at Findlay
for season finale

tended for
back Mike Dillon.

ex Ra f was
satisfied with the Ross play in the first half but felt
that the Little Giants got off on the wrong foot in
the second half. The Little Giants were t&euuzed
15 yards for being on the field 20 seconds late for
the start of the second half.

Kicking from the Ross 45, Trojan kicker Jim
Schutz’s onside kick was recovered by Findlay's
Chris Hughes at the Ross 33. That drive stalled at
the Ross 25 when Little Giants linebacker Paul
Stout intecepted a Sam Dunn pass at the 23 and re-
turned it to the 48.

On Findlay’s next possession, the Trojans drove
from their 27 to a first and goal at the Ross five.
That drive stalled when defensive end Chris Sim-
mons and tackle Rod Lanning sacked Dunn at the
150n a fourth and goal at the eight. oy

““We never had field position in the second half,
Radeloff pointed out. ““Then they threw a defense
at us that we had never seen them use this sea-
son—a 5-3. We had not worked against it this week
and our kids had trouble adjusting to it.”

Radeloff was happy with the passing
said that he probably should have pass
the second half.

“We became too conservative,” he said.

Defensively, coordinator Joe Siesel was pleased
with the shutout and praised the play of the de:
fensive ends. Jerry Manahan , Chris Simmons
running mate, was credited with four sacks and
helped out on another.

“That and (linebackers) Stout and Deke (Derek
Isaman) had pressure on them all night,” Siesel

me but
more in

said.

Isaman had an interception and Manahan had
the fumble recovery that set up Ross’s first touch-
down.

“Overall, it was a good job,” Siesel described.
““We just wanted a good performance.

Beatty wound up with 54 yards on 11 carries to
pace Ross. Mike Dillon, the conference’s leading
scorer, had 61 on 13 carries but the Trojans had a
collective 49 yards on 28 attempts. Dunn absorbed
39 yards in losses on seven carries.

Hufford had 65 yards on three catches while Jeff
Nossaman hauled in one pass for 47 yards to the
Findlay three early in the final quarter. Ross
failed to score as a clipping penalaty wiped out a
TD run by Wilhelm. Brudzinski had 15 yards on
two catches.

Ross seniors

Several Ross senior
football players,
trainers and
cheerleaders took
part in their final

idiron home game

riday. Following is
the list of seniors:

Players: Kevin Wilhelm,
Rod , Jeff Nossaman,
Gene Simmons, Mike
Palomo, Jeff Gentry, Wade
Parker, Jack Konrad,

%lrr. T.J. Held and Dan
otz.

Student assistant: Chris
Hull

Cheerleaders: Lesley
Brooks, Colleen Gibbs,
Sharon Schneider and
Susan Stotz

running




Team Stats
F R
First Downs 84 16
ds. 28/50 42/141
P Yds. 59 121

Passes/C/1 19/7/2 14/7/1
Punts/Avg. 5/25.8 2/31.0

" /1~ 0/0
Pen./Yds. 7/65  8/76
“Individual Statistics -

Rushing: Findlay: Mike Dil-
lon 13/61, Dave Sprouse 6/31;
: Beatty 11/54, Jeff Gentry
11/26, Wilhelm 8/18, Logan
3/24, Chris Simmons 4/5.

Passing: Findlay: Sam dunn
7/17/1 - 59; Ross: Wilhelm
14/7/1 - 121.

Receiving: Findlay: Larry
Helms 4/36, Dillon 2/10; Ross:
Hufford 3/65, Brudzinski 2/15,
Jeff Nossaman 1/47.

Season records: Ross 8-0-1
(5-0), Findlay 4-5 (14).



(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)

Rallying for Ross

Sandusky Spirit Week fever seems to have hit just about every-
body. Mayor Richard Maier has proclaimed today to be “’Little
Giants Day,” and a couple of thousand people ignored chilly
weather to demonstrate their Ross High School pride.Thursday
night before tonight’s game with Sandusky High School. Above,
Ross fans pack the parking lot behind the Sandusky County
Courthouse for a community pep rally which featured Coach Pete
Moore and the Little Giants, Ross Principal David Aschenbach
and county Board of Commissioners President Wesley Fahrbach.
At right, district bus drivers show off their entry in Thursday’s
Sandusky Spirit Parade. Students and individuals entered floats
in the parade, and awards were given in three categories. The
best Activity Group Float belonged to the junior class entry, “Up
with Pride, Down with Sandusky,.”” which featured a huge Ross
football player. Runner-up was ‘“Sting Sandusky,”” the senior
class float featuring a giant bee sticking a Sandusky player. The
Best School Spirit award went to the sophomore class for ““Jam to
a Victory,” which featured a giant radio blasting the Sandusky
players. The Best Individual Entry was senior Rob Shermer’s
militaristic float with the slogan, ““Get out of Granada; Invade
Sandusky.’” Runner-up was David Slater’s entry, Roll Over the
Streaks,” which depicted a giant steamroller doing just that.




It all boils down to this

BBOMARKER

(3 vlll be the '1'95: meeunl be!ween
Pmnnnt Ross and Sandt when the

night but for Ross Coach Pete Mooyn. it
will be the final moments of a pleasant

season.

““This is what it boils down to,” Moore
said after a Thursday evening commu-
nity pep rally. ‘“There has been 15 weeks
o{worknndlthnscomedwnm&amhv
utes.”

The Ross coach was remembering the
approximately 1,500 to 2,000 le who

d shown up for the pep rally which was

in chllly, windy weather in front
Sandusky County Courthouse.

‘l’hn! was something,” he said. Just
like this season he may have added.

“It has really been enjoyable,” he
began talking about the season but at the
same time delcining to talk about a pos-
sible state playoff berth for the 8-0-
Little Giants."It's been a dmerem klnd
of pressure but it has been very enjoya-

e.
‘“‘There has been a limited amount of

problems. We have been able to coach
lnd not worry about some ol the internal

things that could go wrong."”

About tonight's game, Moore said
some people could easily say that the
conference championship game against
the 9-0 Blue S is just another gayne
bu(heudded it is not just another gam

It's easy tnsayl!s]uslngamebuut

is still pretty me: ' Moore ex-
lained as he relaxed in the office at
oss High School's weight training

room.

“There is a dmerent feeling about
being a champ. Not a whole lot of people
have that opportunity. You strive for
th?; goal; it’s your number one goal,”’he
said.

Ross, as a team, the coach pointed out,
sets winnl.lg the Buckeye Conference
title as its top goal each season. Being
undefeated is another and getting into
the playoffs comes behind two.

is season, the Little Giants are on
course for all three with the final 48 min-
utes at chilly Sandusky settling the sea-
son. Ross has accomplished that without
the beneﬂt of any particular standout

‘““We have had people watch us and
marvel at what these kids have put lo-
gether,”” Moore continued. ““The kids a
unusual this year. They are not a rah-| rlh
group. Instead, they just want to go out
and play the game.

“It boils down to that. They enjoy the
com ition.

re is nothing wrong with having a
good, solid high school football team."
he concluded.

ROSS NOTES: Sandusky holds a 41-28
edge in the series with seven games end-

ing in ties. The Little Giants are 8-3-1
over the past dozen seasons against the
Blue Streaks and present Sandusky
Coach Jim Colwell is 3-5-1 against Ross.

A few of the high points in the series
was Sandusky's 74-0 thrashing of Ross in
1966 and a 7-0 win by Ross in 1980. De-
spite that loss, Sandusky 8-2, went to the
playoffs instead of the Little Giants who
finished 9-1 that year.

In 1969, Ross was limping along with a
1-5-1 record while Sandusky had a 6-1
mark. That night, Tommy Liggins
scored all of the Ross’s points and the
%‘lmle Giants stung the Blue Streaks 28-

PETE MOORE speaks to the large
gathering of fans in front of the

(N-M photo by Bill Kennedy)
Sandusky County Courthouse
Thursday night.

A sandwich that did
not become a meal

I seldlom miss a meal but I did
‘l‘!;ursduy evening at approximately

The cuisine could not have been the
tastiest and the chef was definitely
not French but the stuff between the
slices of whole wheat or rye bun was
approplate.

‘ou may recall that before the sea-
son began, I predicted that the Ross
Little Giants football team would
have a 5-5 and possibly a 4-6 record
this season. Chef Dave Aschenbach
took exception and pointed that out
during the Ross pep rally in front of

andusky County Courthouse
Thursday night.

The chef, who triples as a full-time
principal at Ross and sometimes ten-
nis coach, came up with his culinary
coug and very %raclously offered it to

ut, alas, I had to bug out early. A
stop that hud been delayed a half hour
to pick up a Cub Scout and ap-
proaching school night bed time for
an eight-year-old could not be put off
any longer. That, for lack of a better
excuse, forced me to miss dinner at
Fremont's latest hot spot...the Steps
ala Courthouse.

You do not have to think hard to fig-
ure out what the sandwich, an As-
chenbach special creation, contained,
but newsprint without specialsauce-

Bob Marker

KELLY: Ross over Sandusky,
Woodmore over Otsego, Oak Harbor
over Elmwood, St. Joe over Clyde,
Eastwood over Gibsonburg, Upper
Sandusky over Tiffin Columbian,
Notre Dame over Plushurgh, North
Carolina over Clemson, Oklahoma
over Missouri, Washington over
Arizona;

Florida over Georgia, Vanderbilt
over Kentucky, Green Bay over the
Browns, Dalias over Philadelphia,
Seattle over Denver, Pittsburgh over
San Diego, New Orleans over Atlanta,
Marion Harding over Toledo Rogers,
Huron over Margaretta and in the
tl‘ebreaker. San Francisco 34, Miami

BOUKISSEN: (winning chks only)
Ross, Woodmore, Oak Ha gt
Joe, Eastwood, Upper Sandusky,
Notre Dame, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, Washington;

Florida, Vanderbilt, Browns,
Dallas, Denver, Pittsburgh, New
Orleans, Marion Harding, Huron and
San Francisco 24-20.

WILHELM: Ross, Woodmore, Oak
Harbor, St. Joe, Eastwood, Upper

bun(holdtheonion) is not the best
meal in town.

But, touche to the chef. And to the
football team, if 1 had been there I
would have “eaten it.”

erennennen

City Editor.Mike Kelly held onto his
slim lead in the “‘Panel of Experts”
despite a 13-7 week...a week in which
1, at last, bobbed to the top.

The top golfing insurance agent in
Fremont, Tom Stannard, recorded a
155 mark, the same record as I
posted.

For the season, Kell,

rts writer Rob Boukissen is 98-46,

annging Editor Roy Wilhelm 95-49
and here I am, struggling along with a
92-52 mark. The “‘Guests" are 80-31,
sitting out the first two weeks of the
season.

is 99-45 while

ing from tradition, this week
it will be a mini-battle within the
‘“Panel” as Dick Sherman and Biz
Paeth, athletic directors at Ross and
Fremont St. Joe, respectively, take on

the regulars.
This week’s picks:

y, Notre Dame, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, Washington;
Florida, Kentucky, Green Bay,
Dallas, Seattle, Pittsburgh, New
Orleans, Marion Harding, Huron and
Miami 24-21.

MARKER: Ross, Woodmore, Oak
Harbor, St. Joe, Eastwood, Upper
Sandusky, Pittsburgh, North
Carolina, Missouri, Washington;

Florida, Vanderbilt, Green Bay,
Dallas, Denver, San Diego, New
Orleans, Marion Harding, Huron and
Miami 31-28.

PAETH: Ross, Woodmore, Oak
Harbor, St. Joe, Gibsonburg,
Columbian, Notre Dame, North

Carolina, Oklahoma, Washington;

Florida, Vanderbilt, Browns,
Dallas, Denver, Pittsburgh, Atlanta,
Marion Harding, Huron and Miami
4-21.

SHERMAN: Ross, Woodmore, Oak
Harbor, St. Joe, Eastwood, Upper
Sandusky, Notre Dame, North
Carolina, Oklahoma, Arizona;

Florida, Kentucky, Browns, Dallas,
Seattle, Pittsburgh, Atlanta, Marion
Harding, Huron and Miami 24-21.

ROSANNE ZIMMER, bus driver
for Fremont City Schools, shows

ROSS HIGH School Choir members
Andrea Laver, with balloons, and
Shelly Haas help guide a fire-

breathing,

] I
(N-M photo by Bill Keanedy)
her spirit during “'Spirit Week'’
festivities Thursday night.

(N-M photo by Steve Goble)
Streak-eating dragon

along the route of the Sandusky
Spirit Parade Thursday night.

Overlooked,
but not
forgotten

By ROB BOUKISSEN
News-Messenger Sports Writer

With all the well-deserved hoopla that has been
going around this week about tonight's Ross-San-
dusky war, it might be easy for area high school
football fans to forget that another heated ri-
valry will take place this weekend.

It's the one between the Clyde Fliers and the
St. Joe Streaks, and the 35th renewal (St. Joe
leads the series 22-10-2) of their matchup will be
held Saturday night at Harmon Stadium.

The reasons the Clyde-St. Joe contest might
have slipped your mind may have been one of the
following:

1) both clubs are sporlmg losing records
(Clyde is 2-7, St. Joe

2) neither team is gomg to win any conference
championship (Clyde is last in the Sandusky Bay
Conference at 0-6, St. Joe is fourth at 3-3); and

{?) neither club can qualify for the state play-
0

But while it's possible the game wasn't the
first thing on your mind this week, it was for St
Joe Coach Tom Narducci and his Clyde coun-
terpart Tom Grine.

L don‘l think there wnll be a letdown by either
team,” said Narducci, “mainly because this is
another one of those good nelghborhood ri-
\alnos

“If you look at the past two years (St. Joe lost
13-0 in 1981 and 28-13 last year), we were sup-
posed to get blown out both times. But we didn’t
Now, this year, they (the Fliers) are supposed to
be down, but I bet they won’t be. They'll be ready
forus.”

Added Grine, “We're definitely excited about
the game. It's the last one of the year. We, as
coaches, are trying to transmit to the players the
importance of ending the season on a positive
note

“It's been a very difficult season for us. We
haven't played with a lot of emotion lately.’

When g‘-rme says it’s been a difficult season for
the Fliers this year, he isn’t joking.

Currently, the Fliers are on a six-game losing
skid that can partiaily be attributed to the loss of
a pair of two-way starters and two one-way start-
ers toinjuries.

Among those injured early in the season were
co-captains Joe Burkett (tailback, knee) and
Greg Myers (offensive and defensive tackle,
ankle). The other two were Jim Andrews (flank-
er/defensive back, arm) and Morgan Stanley
(defensive end, knee).

“It has hurt us, losing those playe:
Grine, “especially Burkett and Mye:
lacked experience and leadership."”

Picking up most of the slack for those missing
stars have been tailback Rick Harrah and quar-
terback Brian Crum

Narducci said, *‘Harrah is a very good tailback
and Crum is a good quarterback Hey, that team
h up a lot this season. I don't

Vi thnt




BEDLAM AND congratulations echoed through the Ross
dressing room moments after the Little Giants had walked

Sandusky again Saturday?

Ross wins BC title, spot in playoffs

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

SANDUSKY—Ross guessed right twice, got a
boost from a Sandusky penalty and used an ace in
the hole in a 79-inch punter to ice a 7-0 Buckeye
Confernce i ip victory over
Friday at a windy, chilly Strobel Field.

The win carried with it a berth in the Division I,
Region 11 slaleglayo(ls next Saturday and ironi-
cally, the Little Giants could play Sandusky in that
game.

Ross, 9-0-1 and 6-0 in the BC, scored on their sec-
ond possession of the game and then survived two
Blue Streak threats to register its ninth win in the
last 13 meetings between the two teams. It was the
Little Giants' 11th BC title.

“Field position. That was what we wanted,”
Pete Moore, coach of the Little Giants said while
accepting the congratulations of fans. *‘We had de-
bated what we wanted to do if we won the toss
(opening coin flip) but when I looked over and saw
that they had won it and took the ball, the pressure
was on them." ¥

Ross got a break on the opening kickoff when
Shawn McCarthy's line drive kick was taken by
James Keys at the 15. Keys was hit by Ross’s
Jason Fought and fumbled at the 25 where Mike
Wolf recovered for the Little Giants. The Little Gi-
ants went nowhere and on a 40-yard field goal at-
tempt, the snap from center slipped through the
fingers of holder Rod Logan and into the hands of
sophomore placekicker McCarthy who got off a

KEVIN WILHELM, (10), above, of Ross lollows‘

blocker Adam Calabrese during a fourth quarter
play Friday at Sandusky’s Strobel Field.
Wilhelm rushed for 57 yards on 16 carries to lead

pass to Jeff Nossman back to the line of scrim-
mage.

Moore’s goal of field position took over after
that.

The Blue Streaks, moving into a strong north
wind, got out to the 43 but a 22-yard punt by Milt
Pritt put Ross in business at the Little Giants 35.

Tailback Jeff Gentry carried six yards to the 41
and fullback Mike Paiomo rambled to the 49 for a
first down. On the next play, Gentry slipped out to
the left sideline, made it to the Sandusky 40 when a
Blue Streak was flagged for grabbing the face
mask. That moved the ball to the Sandusky 24.

Gentry lost two and a Kevin Wilhelm pass fell
incom&lete. With a third and 12 at the 26, Wilhelm
found Nossaman on the right sideline for 19 yards
and a first and goal at the seven. Palomo was
stopped for no gain but Wilhelm rolled left and
was stopped six inches short of the goal line. On
the next play, the senior squeezed his way into the
end zone off a block by center Scott Cross.

McCarthy's kick made it 7-0 with 2:34 remaining
in the opening period.

“It was just like I said before,” Ross offensive
coordinator Rex Radeloff said while recalling a
conversation earlier in the week, “it was a gues-
sing game. They stunt so much with their line-
backer but they seem to have no rhythym or
rhyme to their stunting and you have to guess
right and we did a couple of times on the scoring
drive.”

Sandusky got the wind advantage in the second
quarter and used a ball control offense to move

(N-M photos by 1 Kennedy)
all ball carriers in the contest. At the right, Jim
Hufford (82) of Ross watches a Wilhelm pass sail
past him during a first quarter play. The
Sandusky defender is James Keyes.

off the field with the win over Sandusky. Coach Pete Moore
is facing his team while Joe Siesel is at the right.

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)

from the Blue Streak 24 to the Ross 22. On a first
and 10 at that spot, Pritt’s pass into the end zone
was picked off by Ross halfback Jim Hufford, his
eighth interception of the season, to kill the drive.

On two occasions in the quarter, McCarthy
punted Ross out of trouble with 36 and 26 yard
punts into the teeth of the wind. The first put San-
dusky at its 14 and the next carried to the Streaks
4.

Ross took the second half kickoff and began to
move but a clipping penalty pushed the Little Gi-
ants back to the 16 where McCarthy, again
punting into the wind, got off a 26-yarder to the
Ross 42,

Sandusky drove to the 25 but on a fourth and
nine, Tracy Steele’s 42 yard field goal attempt fell
far short and Ross had the ball at the 20.

On Ross's next possession, McCarthy was
rouhed on a punt and the Little Giants had the ball
at the 40. Unable to move, McCarthy’s 27-yard
punt into the wind carried to the Sandusky 32.

Sandusky began a nine-play march to the Ross
25 before the drive stalled when Pritt’s pass fell in-
complete. Both teams were unable to move on
their next possession but the 6-foot-7 McCarthy
saved the Little Giants when he used all that
height to grabbed a high snap and get off a punt 53
yards to the Sandusky 21. ,

Ross took over at the Sandusky 38 when the
Streaks were unable to move and Pritt’s punt into
the wind went just nine yards.

JEFF GENTRY (26) of Ross gets a
hug from a fan as he leaves the
field at Sandusky Friday night.

John Lozano (32) and Matt Hiser,
behind Lozano join in the cele
bration.

The Little Giants’ ball control took over after
that, killing off nearly all of the four mirutes and
nine seconds remaining in the game. Sandusky got
the ball back at its 13 with 23 seconds remaining.
Wilhelm was credited with a 20-yard run on a play
that carried from the 37 to inside the five when
Ross was charged with clipping. The Ros!
caller picked up a first down with a 14
later in the drive

“It's hard to express how I feel about this
game,” Moore admitted. ‘‘We had enough offense
to win and our defense was great

1 don’t know if there is a load off my shoulders
but my stomach is feeling a whole lot better.

Moore, while not wanting to mention it during
the season, has been nursing a stomach disorder
most of the season

Ross's defense, ranked number one in the con
ference, yielded 111 yards rushing and 49 in the air
while Sandusky, ranked second, gave up 114 rush-
ing and another 19 in the air. Wilhelm was the
leading rusher in the game with 57 on 16 carries
while Robbie Robinson had 52 on 15 for Sandu:

Defensive ends Jerry Manahan and Chris Sim-
mons, tackles Adam Calabrese and Rod Lanning,
inside linebackers Craig Mosser and Stacy Swais-
good, outside linebacker Derek Isaman, Paul
Stout and Matt Hiser and defensive back Hufford,
Gene Simmons and Wolf shared the bulk of the
Ross defensive duties

The official participants in the state playoffs
will be notified either Sunday morning or af-
ternoon.




Ross 7
Sandusl& 0

Score by quarters
- Ross I,"'7000-—?
SanduskySc:ooo—o

Ross: Kevin one-
ard run (Shawn Mcéarthy

ck), 2:34 nrstguamr.
'i‘eam tats
R S
First Downs 6 8
Rushes/Yds. 114 111
Passing Yds. 19 49

Passes/C/1 = 4/2/0 9/6/1
Punts/Avg. 5/33.6 4/26.5

Fmb./Los 1/0 3/1
Pen./Yds. 4/50 4/40
Individual Statistics

Rushing: Ross: Kevin Wil-
helm 16/57, Palomo 12/29; San-
dusky: Robbie Robinson 15/52,
Tracy Steele 8/27.

Pamn%: Ross: Wilhelm
3/1/19/0; Sandusky: Milt Pritt
9/6/49/1.

Receiving: Ross: Jeff Nossa-
man 1/19; Sandusky: Joe
Young 2/21, Erv Owens 2/17.

Season records: Ross 9-0-1,
Sandusky 9-1-0.



Ross to host Sandusky in state playoffs

2 By BOB MARKER
ews-Messenger Sports Editor
The nse ended at 10:40
a.m., Sunday.
The phone rang at Athletic Di-
rector Richard Sherman’s
County Road 73 home and ended

Ohio High School Athletic As-
sociation (OHSAA) Commis-
sioner Richard Armstrong was
on the other end of the line from
Columbus, announcing officially

an 1l-year wait for Ross foot-
ball.

Tickets for the Sandusky versus Ross Division I, Region 11,
Ohio High School Football Playoff game at 7:30 p.m., Saturday at
Harmon Stadium in Fremont will goon sale at 4 p.m., Tuesday.

Tickets will be sold from the ticket booth at the main entrance
of the Sandusky County Fairgrounds, corner of Haynes and Raw-
son Sts.in Fremont.

All tickets, reserved, student and general admission, are $3.50.
Tickets will be limited to four per individual.

Ross Athletic Director Richard Sherman pointed out that the
game is part of a state tournament and controlled by the Ohio
High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) and not by Fremont
Ross.

Ross has been allgcated 4,000 tickets and Sandusky the same
number.

Sherman also pointed out that senior citizen passes as provided
by the Fremont Board of Education, will not be honored for the
game. Only passes issued by the OHSAA are valid at the gates.

what Ross officials and fans had :

known since Friday: Ross was
h}tthe 11th state footbali play-
offs.

“I'm_haj et out,”
Ross Hea ch P Moore
said shortly after the call. ‘“‘Now
we have some hiard work to do.”

The rise of the conversa-
tion with g was the an-
nouncement that Ross will host
Sandusky, the team it defeated
7-0 Friday to insure a playoff
berth, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday in
Harmon Stadium.

It had been felt that the game
would be played in either Waite
High School field or at the Glass
Bowl in Toledo. Harmon Sta-
dium, because of its lack of
press facilities and a fence sepa-
rating the west stands from the
playing field, had all but been

ed out until the call from the
OHSAA boss.

“‘We anticipate bullding a tem-

porary facility or at least "a

cover in front of the (present)
press box,” Sherman said as he
prepared for a trip to Columbus
Sunday afternoon. ‘“‘We will put
a snow fence up in front of the
stands.”

Sherman and Moore had to be
at ameeting at 6 p.m., Sunday to
go over details of the playoﬁs

Now the pressure is on Moore
and his staff.

“I don’t like to play a team

(Continued on page 6)

‘Ross in playoffs

(Continued from Page 1)
back-to-back,”” he admitted.
“I'd rather play someone else
and I think the number two team
would feel the same way.

“I think the idea of high school
athletics,” the Ross coach con-
tinued, ‘‘is to broaden the range
of competition and this is not
broadening it.”

Moore pointed out that one of
the problems playing a team two
weeks in a row is over-confi-
dence. “That's one thing we
have to watch.

““We have to go into the game
with our emotions under control

and you don’t worry about what
you did last week; it’s what you
do this week that counts, "’

Moore added.
As for the Friday perfor-
mance a t Sand , Moore

said, “I felt we played as good a
defensive game as we have all
season. It was very physical.”
That was an understatement.
Sandusky tight end/defensive
end Erv Owens is definitely out
for the Saturday game. He
underwent surgery Saturday
and had two pins inserted into a
broken ankle. Fullback Tracey
Steele has an ankle injury while

tallbac:fedl},obbl:h &l‘:ibmsh?n? ‘is
hampe a shoulder injury,
all suffered in the game against
Ross.

“That’s three, two-way per-
formers,” the Ross coach

pointed out.

As far as his team, Moore said
his team reacted typically after
the win Frriday.

“They were back down to
earth after about 10 minutes of
craziness and are ready for the
assignment this week,” Moore
explalned



IN LINE. Waiting for the ticket booth to open at
the fairgrounds to buy their Ross football tickets
are from left to right, Scott and Penny Crispen
.both of Gibsonburg, Joan Wollenslegel, Jane

(N-M photo by Bill Keanedy)
Tooman, Jim and Don Palomo, Greg Weaver,
Judy Hubbs, and first in line, C.C. Cross, who has
beeen waiting in line since 5:30 this morning.
Tickets are to go on sale at 4 p.m. today.

 Playoffs in Fremont nice,

but also a big headache

By BOB MARKER
News-! oiuenger Sport.s Editor
's fr p

Dick
a

by

When Fremont Ross was officialy named to par-
ticipate in the Ohio High School Football Playoffs
Sunday morning, Sherman could breathe a sigh of
relief.He had been waiting a dozen years for the
event to take place; four of the years were espe-
clllly painful he recalled.

teJy all of the years were disappointing,”” he
admit “but when you have Kids like Bob
Brudzinski, Rob Lytle, the Liggins and for a group
tmm Toledo Scott (1973) to go, it was bad.

“Then, next year, we thought we had a super
team with the Liggins twins and others but got shut-
out again.”

Ross was 9-1 in both years. In 1974, Bowling
Green ?M the trip to the playoff spot. The early
years of the football playoff were frantic.

team was able to reach a reginal playo(( and
lnnead of two, three levels of ‘“‘comptereeze’’ was
used to figure out the participating teams and each
time, at least it seemed to Sherman, Ross was a
bridesmaid.

“When Scott went,” Sherman recalled, *‘the com-
puter had three levels and two of Scott’s beaten op-
ponents lost on Saturday but the way it was then,
the computer was shut off on Friday night and the

Detroit’s ‘Chili’ man

KOs New York 15-9

PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) — Bruce McNorton, the

Detroit Lions’ second-year right cornerback out of

Georgetown College, earned the nickname

ili"" in training camp — but he also learned

how to play one of the most demanding positions in
professional football.

Monday night, McNorton put those lessons to
work, coming up with two of the Lions’ three inter-
ceptions as Detroit earned a 15-9 National Football
Lea vlcwry over the New York Giants.

IE cnmlr the de(enslve backs had
toputa dolllr in the chili fund if you missed a ball
at practice and I missed so many that the other
mlyl said I was plylng for the whole chili party we

rhmnlng, explained McNorton, who earned
me balls. “So, they started calling
me ‘lel and it stuck.”

McNorton also explained that balls began stick-
ing to his hands after he started wearing gloves
four weeks ago.

The victory was the fourth in five games for the
Lions who lost four of their first five. Their 5-5

FACEMASK! Butch Woolfolk of the New York
Glants gets his facemask grabbed by Detroit’s

cord tied the Lions with Green Bay for second
Klace in the NF'C Central Division — one game be-
ind the Minnesota Vikings.

Running back Billy Sims, who was the game's
leading rusher with 86 ynrds and scored the only
touchdown of the contest on 14 carries, earned the
second Detroit game ball. Robbie Martin, whose
st;lynrd kickoff return set up Sims’ TD, got the
other.

““It wasn't pretty,” Detroit Coach Monte Clark
said. ‘In fact, it was kind of ugly. But, it was a win
and got us back to the .500 mark.

McNorton’s interceptions both came in the
fourth quarter as the Giants tried in vain to post
their first victory in six games.

All the Giants scoring came on field goals by
rookie Ali Haji-Sheikh who boomed kicks of 27, 56
and 35 yards. Haji-Sheikh is the first player in
NFL history to boot two field goals of at least 56

yards in one seaso

Still, it was llmesolaceas the Giants fell to 2-7-1,
last in'the NFC East.

(AP Laserphoto)

Monday’s game at the Pontiac Silverdome. The
Lions were penalized on the play.

were figured in as wins.

“Shuff (Chuck, coach then but who left after the
1973 season), and I went.to Columbus and argued on
that. We felt that we have gotten cheated.

““Then three years ago,” he grimaced, ‘‘we beat
Sandusky and despite losing, they got to go. We lost
that because a kid in another game (Bellevue-Tiffin
Columbian) dropped a punt and our opponent that
we had beaten (Columbian) lost. We finished one

and a half points behind Sandusky then.”’

That was the year that an early Associated Press
bulletin had incorretly listed Ross as finishing sec-
ond and thus being in the playoffs.

Sherman and Coach Pete Moore were immedi-
ately notified of the AP report but just as quickly let
down again when the wire service corrected the
mistake.

This year, it's different, the Ross AD can smile
now that Ross is in but grab his head in pain be-
cause the playoff game is in, ironically, Fremont

“It’s created a lot of headaches,”” he said Monday
evenlng “It's great the game is in town and people

t to a preciale that fact but the only thing that
ome’ or Ross is that Ross will be designated as
lhe home team on the scoreboard.

“Otherwise, it is an Ohio High School Atletic As-
sociation (OHSAA) tournament game."

One of the biggest problems Sherman has had to
wrestle with is the demand Ross’s allocated 4,000
tickets for the game at Harmon Stadium.

“If we had reserved seating on both sides of the
field, there would be few k problems,’’ he said, ‘‘but
there isn’t and because this is a neutral site accord-
ing to the OHSAA, Sandusky had to get the same
amount of tickets that we got.”

Sherman explained to the Ross Booster Club
Monday how the tickets were bvbeing dispersed,
saying that the players would be the first in line for
the tickets and then students.

Other problems the AD has to solve this week is
getting additional seats in Harmon Stadium, build-
ing a temporary press area and dealing with crowd
control.

“For me,"” he smiled, “I will have to be wearing
two hats Saturday—one as the tournament site
manager and one as the athletic director.

“It won't be easy."

NEW YORK (AP) —
The 1983 free-agent re-
entry draft may have
signalled the end to

Lacklustre re-entry draft
may be end of big bucks

Gamble of the Yankees
and utilityman Derrel
Thomas of Los Angeles
— were chosen by seven

was the Texas Rangers,
who Flcked 13 players.
Seattle took 12, Toronto
11 and Pittsburgh 10.

HUFFORD

Hufford,
Beal tops
in BC

Jim Hufford of Fre-
mont Ross and Ron Beal
of Lorain Senior were
named the Buckeye
Conference Players of
the Week.

eek.

Hufford, a 6-1, 19-

und senior defensive

ack and offensive
wingback, was named
as the back of the week
for his defensive play in
Ross’s 7-0 victory over
Sandusky.

The Ross player had a
solo tackle and five as-
sists and intercepted
one pass. He now has
elght pass thefts, tops in
the conference this sea-
son. Huiufford graded
out at 89 per cent in
blocking while playing
all 48 minutes.

linebacker,
solo tackles and five as-
sists to go with two
quarterback sacks in
Lorain's 34-0 win over
Elyria.

wholesale movement of
players in what had be-
come baseball's most
lucrative open market.

The major league’s 26
teams Monday went
through the formality of
a round-by-round draft,
which really is of little
significance since any
player may be picked
any number of times by
any team.

Still, 29 of the 45 free
agents were picked by
less than four teams,
meaning they have been
cut loose to negotiate
with any club they want,
if any wants them.

“As far as a player is
concerned, they may
now see some danger in
going for the re-entry
draft,” Al Campanis,
Los Angeles Dodgers
vice president, said.
“‘People are going more
for their own farm sys-
tems. Some players in
the future who aren’t
outstanding might think
twice about becoming
free agents.”

The Dodgers, who tra-
ditionally have es-
chewed the draft, were
not alone in thinking this
way. Even the New
York Yankees, rebuilt
in the 1970s through free
agency, chose only one
player in the draft, Dar-
rell Evans of the San
Francisco Giants.

The busiest drafter

But 13 clubs, half of
those in tHe major
leagues, selected five or
lewer players.

‘‘We ¥ame here with
the intent of drafting
only one player,” Yan-
kees General Mana er
Murray Cook said.
Baltimore Orioles had a
lot to do with this. When
they won the American
League pennant this
year, it had a profound
effect on the approach
of a lot of teams.

“They're going more
with their farm systems
and away from free
agency," Cook said.

Evans was the No. 1

ick in the draft, se-
ected by 17 teams. The
next two most popular
players were relief
pitchers Kent Tekulve
of Pittsburgh, who was
selected 12 times, and
Rich Gossage of the
Yankees, who was
picked by 11 teams.

Two players, pitcher
Dan Schatzeder of Mon-
treal and first baseman-
outfielder Dennis
Walling of Houston,
were chosen by eight
teams. Six players —
pitchers Jerry Koosman
of the Chicago White
Sox, Frank LaCorte of
Houston, Lary Sorensen
of Cleveland and Milt
Wilcox of Detroit;
outfielder Oscar

teams.

But several of the big-
name free agents
received little or no
attention in the draft,
which was completed in
18 rounds. Rod Carew of
the California Angels, a
seven-time AL batting
champion who hit .339 in
1983, was not chosen at
all. Manny Trillo of
Montreal, a second
baseman, was chosen
once (Chicago White
Sox), and only two clubs
each picked catcher Ted
Simmons of Milwaukee
(Pittsburgh, San
Francisco) and
outfielder Dave Parker
of Pittsburgh
(Cincinnati, Seattle)

‘Many of .these
players are leaving
contracts that are

awfully strong,” Expos
President John McHale

said, “and if there’s a
great rush for these
players, I would
suppose they'd think
they could get even
more

*‘Clubs all think
somewhat alike when
they say, ‘Are these

pla)ers ‘playing at an
important position and
are they going to do that
much for the club?’ And

perhaps they are
reaching the same
answer, ‘no,’ "’ McHale
said.

r =



‘The Year of the Giants’

Lights, camera, action!

followed by ‘‘We Are
Family and the
presentation ends with
“Eye of the Tiger."”

After that had been
accomplished, it was
time for the first
showing.

The group pointed out

By BOB MARKER
-M Sports Editor
Ken Bobay does not
plan to apply for a
rojectionist license and
is wife Joan does not
lre to be a photo

For that matter, Gary
Beatty and his wlfe
Sharon have no
intentions of becoming
F‘homguphers for

ational Geographic.

Jane Michael has no

joal of being a disc
fockey, either, but all
the quintet of football
player rarenls played,
psychologically, a key
role in Fremont Ross’s
Buckeye Conference
title and playoff
clinching win over
Sandusky last Friday
night.
In August, the Bobays
and Beattys— they
laughingly disdain
being called the B & B
Production Company—
had anidea: find a way
to tell the story of the
Ross Little Giants’
football season.

showing was e day of
the Sandusky game.

The first step'was to
approach Ross Coa
Pete Moore with the
idea.

Getting Moore’s ol
Joan, Gary and Sharot
began takln%plc(ures

The first photo was of
the title of the mini-
production: ‘“The Year
of the Giants.”

Following that were
photos of summer
conditioning drills,
weight training,
coaches preparations,
photos of the practice
fields and Harmon
Stadium and the alley
which the players
trudge five days a week

at Harmon to the
practice fields behmd
Ross High School

Photos were !aken of
the scrimmage games,

Clyde’s problem:

“We %ver did
anything like this
before,” the ulher three
said.

The first muac heard

in the presentation is
from the dressing rooms ‘‘Chariots of FireX!

Then comes “It’s Al
Right,” followed by
*“Overkill” which flows
into “*Hit’em With Your\,
Best Shot.”" Thatis *

that Moore had not told
his staff about the
group’s work.

‘We showed it to the
team at five minutes
nner five last Friday

afternoo R

kids during the game.”
‘‘We can sit through
it," Joan said as she

spoke for the production v

crew, “‘and see it over

and over and it unds

ugh; you
feel lll;e you have been a
part

The group sald it took
about 15 hours to put the
slides and the music
together. “But it was a
ball,” Ken Bobay said,

“and we are proud of

Is this the end of the
production?

“No,”

the Bobays and

Beattys said, ‘‘we are

going to keej

taking

BUTTONS,

Boosters Club,

BUTTONS. Who has
the buttons? The Ross Athletic

Club is getting pumped up for Sat-
urday’s playoff game against San-

that's who. The dusky.

Preparing
for the

| playoff
| game

Putting the finishing touches
on the ‘entrance’ fo the Ross
High School social studies hall at
left are health teacher Joe

' Hershey, left, substitute Steve

Hampshire, and history teacher
Bob Knapp. Twenty people, in-
cluding students and teachers,
spent three hours putting up dec-
orations Thursday afternoon
and evening. The decorations
were in preparation for the
Ross-Sandusky football game in
the state high school playoffs
Saturday. At right, Brian Wilch,
a business education teacher,
gets help hanging paper stream-
ers from world history teacher
Don Robinson. The celebration
will continue with a pep rally be-
ginning tonight at 7 in the gym-
nasium. The rally will feature a
slide presentation depicting the
Ross football season, which was
put together by a group of Ross
boosters. Coach Pete Moore and
the Little Giants, the marching
band and the cheerleaders will
be on hand. Afterward, weather
permitting, a Sandusky effigy
will be burned at a bonfire on the
field between the school and the

YMCA.
(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)




eatty’s run gives Ross repeat 7-0 win;

ittle Giants face Princeton Saturday

PETE MOORE, head coach of the Little Giants, is escorted

win the Division I, Region || championship. Tom Batesole
off the field Saturday after his team defeated Sandusky to 4 s

(65) and Jerry Manahan (89) walk beside the Ross coach.

i

TODD BEATTY

Playoff

picture
Snlurdl('s Results
DIVISION T
At Euclid
Mentor Lake Cath. 14,
Cle. St.Joseph 6
mont
Fremont Ross 7, San-
usky 0
At Canton
Akron Garfield 28, Alli-
ance 1
At Kings Island
Cin. Princeton 28, Cin.
Moeller 21
DIVISION V
t Ken!
Mogadore 27, McDonald 0
At Findla;
McComb 25, Edgerton 0
At Newarl
Newark Cath. 29, Wood-
sfield7
At Middletown

Middletown Fenwick 26,
§. Charleston SE 21

State Semlfinals

S
first period. Simmons had a 17-yard return fo the

Sandusky 25:

GENE SIMMONS of Ross fries to elude San-
dusky’s Chris Romick as he refurns a punt in the

L Aki ubber Bowl
Mentor Lake Catholic 9-1-
0vs. Akron Garfield 10-0
At Dayton Welcome Sta-

jum
Fremont Ross 10-0-1 vs.
Cincinnati Princeton 9-2

DIVISION 1T

Brecksville 11-0 vs.
Youngstown Ursuline 10-1
At Dayton Welcome Sta-

jum
Celina 110 vs. Monroe
Lemon-Monroe 10-1

DIVISION 111
Friday, 7:30 p.m.

erea
Leavittsburg LaBrae 110
vs. Elyria Catholic 11-0

t Newa:
stClairsville 100-1 vs.
Urbana 110
DIVISION IV
Fﬂd-{.v mr,m
At Mansfield Arfin Field
Orrville 83 vs. Loudon-
ville9:2
At Groveport
Coal Grove 110 vs. Co-
lumbus Ready 9-2
DIVISION V
Saturday, 7:30 p.m
At Canton Fawcett Stadium
Mogadore 110 vs. New-
ark Catholic 10-1

At Troy
McComb 11-0 vs. Middle-
town Fenwick 6-5

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)

line duing first quarter action. Mike Palomo (24)
watches his teammate pick up yardage.

JEFF GENTRY, Little Giants tailback, cuts
through a hole on the left side of the Sandusky

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Todd Beatty’s two-yard run with
7:26 remaining in the game gave Fre-
mont Ross a 7-0 win over Sandusky
Saturday night at Harmon Stadium.

It was the second win in eight days
by the same score for Ross over the
Blue Streaks.

The victory gave Ross the Division
1, Region II championship and cat-
apulted the Little Giants into the Ohio

igh School Football Playoffs semifi-
nal round against Cincinnati Prince-
ton. Ross will take on the Vikings, a
28-21 upset winner over fabled Cincin-
nati Moeller, at 7:30 p.m., Saturday in
Dayton’s Welcome Stadium.

Beatty did not play in the first half
but stepped into the lineup when Ross
Coach Pete Moore and offensive coor-
dinator Rex Radeloff decided a
change was needed.

Beatty, a 5-11, 185-pound junior, and
Chris Simmons, a 210 pounder and
also a junior, were inserted into the
Ross offensive scheme at the begin-
ning of the second half. Beatty took
over at fullback for Mike Palomo
while Simmons stepped in for Jeff
Gentry.

“Jeff and Mike were not doing a bad
job,” Radeloff said, “‘we just felt that
we needed a change.

““‘We wanted bigger backs because
of the condition of the field,”” Radeloff
explained. ‘‘We felt that Simmons and
Beatty could run the power plays a
little better on that surface.”

Palomo, a workaholic 5-6 senior tips
the scales at a doubtful 160 pounds
while Gentry is a 170-pounder.

Taking over at the Ross 39 on the
second possession of the second half,
the Little Giants drove 61 yards in 14
plays, a drive that began at the 2:16
mark of the third period and ended
with Beatty’s run to daylight four
minutes and 34 seconds into the final

eriod.

The bruising Ross fullback had runs
of 5,4, 2,4, 3, 8and 2 in the drive. Sim-
mons, used sparingly this season at
tailback, had carries of 6, 5 and 2
yards. Quarterback Kevin Wilhelm
ran the option to perfection during the
drive with runs of 8 and 5 yards,
twice, during the series.

The Little Giants converted three
third down situations in the drive, the
first when Wilhelm optioned around
right end for five to the Sandusky 37.
The second, and key play of the drive,
was a five-yard pass to Jim Hufford to
the Blue Streaks 17. Wilhelm rolled
right on the pass, stopped, and fired
back across the grain to his wingback

Beatty converted the' third time,
bulling his way eight yards to the two
to set up the run scoring play. Center
Scott Cross, guard Mark Nitschke and
tackle Terry O'Farrell wiped out the
left side of the Sandusky line to allow
Beatty to go in untouched on the scor-
ing play.

The extra point was an adventure in
itself as holder Rod Logan went up for
a high snap, brought it down and soph-
omore placekicker Shawn McCarthy
sneaked the ball over the lower right
corner of the goal posts for the point

“The line did a great job,” Beatty
said about his heroics in the scoring
drive.

“I did not expect to score on the
play,” Nitschke, a 5-10, 165-pound ju-
nior, admitted. *'I expected to have to
run another play. I blocked 76 (Darryl
Wilson, a 6-2, 232-pounder) and had
my face in the dirt but when 1 looked
up, I saw Todd in the end zone jump-
ing around.”

“I blocked the linebacker,” tackle
O’Farrell described his job on the
final two yards, “I got a good enough
block to cave him in."”

Cross, a 5-9 junior, admitted that
being a hog farmer helped him with
his block. ““I just plowed him into the
backfield,” he grinned.

Sandusky and Ross had stared each
other down in the first half with nei-
ther batting an eye lash. The closest
blink came when Ross drove to the
Sandusky six late in the first period
but the Blue Streaks held on a fourth
and one on a play Moore said was his
foul up.

Defensively, Coach Joe Siesel's

chargers were unbreakable. The
deepest penetrataion that Sandusky
had was to the Ross 44 on the Blue
Streaks’ first possession of the second
half. Ross allowed only three first
downs, one in the final 24 minutes and
forced Sandusky punter Milt Pritt to
use his toe eight times.

Sandusky managed just 34 yards
rushing on 23 plays and had only four
of 15 passing for 26 yards. One of the
passes was picked off by Hufford, his
ninth of the year

Led by linebackers Derek Isaman,
Stacy Swaisgood, Craig Mosser,
Jason Fought and Paul Stout plus
tackles Adam Calabrese and Rod
Lanning and ends Simmons and Jerry
Manahan, Ross shut down anything
Sandusky tried

Hufford and his defensive backfield
teammates Gene Simmons and Mike
Wolf, tossed a blanket on the Blue
Streak receivers. Pritt’s 14-yard
strike to wide receiver Gerald White
during the fir ries of the second
half was Sandus| biggest air raid.

A 14-yard run by James Keys on a
reverse was the most yardage surren-
dered on the ground by the Little Gi-
ants. Keys' run was one of two first
downs in a drive that Sandusky
started on its six after the goal line
stand and ended at its 35 early in the
second quarter.

Ross had field position all evening,
using the punting of McCarthy to keep
the Blue Streaks in their own terri-
tory. The best starting position in 10
Sandusky offensive series began at
the Blue Streaks 40 when a Gentry
fumble was recovered by Ron Pou

‘“This is the happiest thing that has
ever happened to me in coaching,”
Moore said. ‘‘We had field position all
night and the defense played better, if
that’s possible, then they did the first
time we played them.”

Moore would not let a little second
guessing hamper his happiness.

1 think I ate my steak too fast to-
night,” he chuckled while giving that
as a tongue-in-the-cheek excuse for
his admitted boner on the fourth and
one play at the Sandusky six. ‘‘In the
back of my mind, if we had gone for
the field goal and missed, they would
have had the ball at the 20. So I felt if
we did not make it, they would still be
pinned down deep. It was a longer dis-
tance to go than I thought and had I to
do it over again, I would have run a
power play with the fullback."

But Moore survived the boner and
Ross is a step further down the playoff
trail, a trail many felt the Little Gi-
ants would never tread this season

Ross notes: Beatty had 51 yards on
15 carries, all in the second half to
lead all rushers. Wilhelm finished
with 47 on 10 carries with Gentry get-
ting 30 on 12. Simmons finished with
21 on six carries as the Little Giants
had 149 yards rushing.

Wilhelm hit three of nine p:
29 yards.

Robbie Robinson was Sandu
leading rusher with 20 on seven car-
ries.

es for

Moore had half of his sophomores in
uniform in the first half and let the
other half dress for the second half.
The Ohio High School Athletic
ciation (OF 80 partici-
pants (coaches, p! trainer, etc.)
on the sidelines and Moore wanted to
give the younger players the chance
to be on the sidelines for a state play-
off game.

Ross's string of eight straight quar-
ters of holding Sandusky without a

int extended the Blue Streaks’
quarters not scoring a TD to 12
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ROD LANNING

DEREK ISAMAN

CHRIS SIMMONS

Moore, five Giants
named BC’s finest

Pete Moore and five members of his
Ross High School Buckeye Confer-
ence championship team have been
honored by the conference.

Moore, head coach of the Little Gi-
ants the past eight seasons, was
named BC Coach of the Year for tak-
ing his club from a 3-7 season last
year to a current 10-0-1 record, a BC
title and a berth in the state playoffs
this year.

Meanwhile, the five Ross players
who were named to the All-BC first
team were Jim Hufford, Rod Lan-
ning, Derek Isaman, Chris Simmons
and Adam Caldbrese.

Hufford, who led the conference
with eight interceptions, made it at a
defensive back slot, Lanning was hon-
ored as a defensive lineman, Isaman
as a linebacker, Simmons as a de-
fensive end andCalabrese earned
first-team laurels from his offensive
guard post.

Calabrese, Hufford and Lanning
are all seniors while Isaman and Sim-
mons are juniors. In fact, Isaman and

Simmons were the only two under-
classmen to be named to either first
unit.

Sandusky led everybody in first-
team selections with eight, followed
by Ross and Admiral King with five
each, Marion with three, Lorain Se-
nior with two and Findlay and Elyria
with one each.

Admiral King tailback Gary Patton
was named Back of the Year for his
conference-leading 1,100 yards while
Sandusky end Ervin Owens won Line-
man of the Year honors for both his of-
fensive and defensive efforts. Owens
was named first-team end on both
sides of the field.

Ross placed six more players on the
second team — Jerry Manahan at
both tight end and defensive end,
Terry O’Farrell at offensive tackle,
Kevin Wilhelm at quarterback, Jeff
Gentry at running back, Stacy Swais-
good at linebacker and Gene Sim-
mons at defensive back. All are
seniors.

Complete listing is on page 15.
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Football

All-Buckeye Conference
Pos. N osclmol;'SE
TE Brv.lﬁwem smlke'
T  TomJama, Admiral King
T Wayne Russell, Sandusky
G Adam Calabrese, Ross
G Joe Sosinski, Admiral King
C Mike Kaser, Sandusky
WR  Randy Jarvis, Lorain Sr.
WR  Lester Hill, Marion

B  Mike Rmko. Lorain Sr.,

B  Mike Dillon, Findlay
RB  Gary Patton, Admiral King
RB  David Jones, Marion
P Bob Calamari, Admiral King
P Milt Pritt, Sandusky
K Tracy Steele, Sandusky
FIRST TEAM DEFENSE
E Chris Simmons, Ross
E Ervin Owens, Sandusky
DL  Tim Green, Elyria
DL  William Henry, Sandusky
DL  Rod Lanning, Ross
LB  Derek Isaman, Ross
LB  Dave Harris, Admiral King
LB  Elvis Pickens, Sandusky
DB  Jim Hufford, Ross
DB  Bill Black, Marion
DB  James Keys, Sandusky
SECOND TEAM OFFENSE
TE Jerry Manahan, Ross
T Terry O’Farrell, Ross
T Bill Benjamin, Findlay
G Gaﬁ' Dye, Sandysky
G Adrian Roman, Admiral King
C Lee Gelb, Admiral King
WR  Larry Helms, Flndlag
WR  Kevin Curry, Lorain Sr.
QB  Kevin Wilhelm, Ross
RB  Jeff Gentry, Ross
RB  Robbie Robinson, Sandusky

Jesse Medina, Admiral King

Yr. Hgt. Wgt
12 62 22
12 63 251
12 63 230
12 511 210
12 62 232
12 510 187
12 510 175
12 59 145
12 510 170
12 62 22
12 510 178
12 63 193
12 64 190
12 62 187
12 510 236
11 6-3 210
12 62 22
12 62 240
12 510 160
12 510 180
11 63 200
12 59 165
12 510 180
12 180
12 510 165
12 510 155
12 63 200
12 6-1 205
11 60 230
12 60 210
12 6-0 199
12 511 177
11 511 165
12 6-1 155
12 60 17
12 5-10 170
12 510 180
12 59 209

Ervin Owens, Sandusky.
COACH OF THE YEAR
Pete Moore, Ross.

Hockey

SECOND TEAM DEFENSE
E Doug Foor, Elyria 12 61 19
E Jersr{luanahnn, Ross 12 63 200
DL  Joe Sosinski, Admiral King 12 62 232
DL  Richard Lewis, Marion 11 58 15
DL  Darryl Wilson, Sandusky 12 63 23
LB Sucﬁwalsgood. Ross 12 59 180
.LB  RonBeal, Lorain Sr. 12 511 155
LB  Jerry Carter, Marion 11 62 185
DB  Jim Owens, Elyria 12 58 155
DB Gene Simmons, Ross 12 59 170
DB  BobCalamari, Admiral King 12 64 190
BACK OF THE YEAR
Gary Patton, Admiral King.
LINE OF THE YEAR

Wales Conference Detroit 7 8216 6371
Patrick Division Smythe Division
WLTPts GF GA Edmonton 15 313111279
Rangers 12 5226 81 64 Calgary 7 8317 6273
NY Isles 12 7024 84 67 Vancouver 8 9117 7981
Phila, 11-7123 7863 LosAngeles 5 8515 75 80
Washington 8100 16 59 69 Winnipeg 610 214 68 86
Pittsburgh 511212 8371 Tuesday’s Games
N.Jersey 2160 4 46 84 Detroit 3, Quebec 1
Adams Division N.Y. Islanders 6, Hartford 4
Boston 12 4125 8651 Montreal 5, St. Louis 2
Buffalo 9 6321 6862 Minnesota 6, New Jersey 0
uebec 9 9220 99 76 Wednesday’s Games
artford 8 8117 63 67 Washington at N.Y. Rangers,
Montreal 810016 76 74 7:35p.m.
Campbell Conference Toronto at Pittsburgh, 8:05
Norris Division p.m.
Chicago 9 9018 70 75 St. Louis at Chicago, 8:35
Toronto 7 9216 77°8 p.m.
Minnesota 8811777 81 Buffalo at Winnipeg, 9:05
St. Louis 710115 6478 pm.
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Princeton mentor
respects Ross unit

By ROB BOUKISSEN
News-Messenger Sports Writer

CINCINNATI — Contrary to popu-
lar belief, the Cincinnati Princeton Vi-
kings will not take the Fremont Ross
Little Giants lightly in Saturday
night’s state semifinal game at Day-
ton’s Welcome Stadium.

That’s the opinion of long-time
Princeton head coach Pat Mancuso,
who admitted that even though his
club came away victorious in its big,
big game with archrival Moeller last
week, it won’t look past the Littie Gi-
ants this week.

“We’re not figuring on a letdown,”
the Vikings’ 24-year mentor said in a
telephone conversation this morning.
“I think the kids realize we have a
state championship within our grasp,
and they don’t want to let it slip away.

“And our kids respect any team
(Ross) that is undefeated and only
gives up 45 points the whole season.
We’re a very performance-oriented
team, and we know we’ll have to play
well to win Saturday.”

The Vikings have played well
enough this season to win nine of their

Tickets hit 3,000

Approximatley 3,000 tickets for
the Ross versus Cincinnati Prince-
ton Division I, semifinal game of
the Ohio High School Football
Playoffs have been sold at’' Ross
High School Athletic Director Dick
Sherman reported this morning.

Tickets will be on sale until 6:30
p.m. today at the basketball ticket
office in the gymnasium concourse
at the high school. It is the final day
for sales in Fremont.

All tickets are for reserved seats
and cost $3.50.

The game will be played at 7:30
p.m., Saturday at Welcome Sta-
dium in Dayton.

11 games. That might be considered a
super season for most schools, but for
Princeton it was a slight disappoint-
ment.

The Vikings were expected to win
all their games this year after being
ranked No. 1 in the entire country in a
preseason poll put out by the national
newspaper USA Today.

But after winning their first two
games handily, the Vikings hit the
skids against Upper Arlington, losing

by a wide 36-17 margin.

“I think that numher one ranking
had both a positive and negative ef-
fect on us,’” said Mancuso.

‘‘Early in the season it was positive
because it helped us believe how good
we really were. And we really started
out strong.

“But then I think we got too much
publicity, and it went to our heads. We
played a terrible game against Upper
Arlington. It was our worst game in
seven or eight years.”

The Vikings quickly bounced back,
however, drilling previously unde-
feated and unscored-upon Cincinnati
Roger Bacon 42-7 to start a six-game -
winning streak. Along the way, they
edged another previously undefeated
team in Middletown 23-22.

Then came Moeller in the regular-
season finale.

“That was a great high school foot-
ball game,” said Mancuso. ‘‘It could
have gone either way.”

It went Moeller’s way 28-21, but
Princeton came right back again and
beat the Crusaders by the same score
in the playoff opener last week to get
where it is today.

The Vikings have achieved their
current status with speed, quickness
and experience, according to Man-
cuso.

“We're predominantly a senior
team, and I think that means a lot,”
he said. ““We have a quick team, both
offensively and defensively. We rely
onour quickness a great deal.

“We're not that big, but we’'re not
small. I think both teams will match
up evenly size-wise.”

The Vikings are at their best when
they have the ball, which will make
for an interesting matchup with
Ross’s vaunted defense. They have
scored a whopping 379 points this sea-
son.

They’'re known mostly as a running
team, with a trio of backfield people
rushing for a combined total of more
than 3,000 yards.

Mancuso admitted that his club is a
special one, but he also said the same
for Ross.

“We didn’t send any scouts to the
Sandusky game,”’ he said, ‘‘but we've
seen the films and there’s no secret
why they’re undefeated. They have a
very, very aggressive defense, and
their offense can move the ball.

“It should be a very good game.”’



Football

AP All-Northwest Ohio teams

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — The Associated Press’ 1983 Ohio
Northwestern District high school football all-stars, selected by a
district panel of sports writers and broadcasters:

CLASS AAA

FIRST TEAM OFFENSE — SE Keith Tammarine, Perrysburg,
6-foot-4, 180 pounds, Sr.; TE Damon Hueston, Toledo Macomber,
6-6, 219, Sr.; T Chris D'Esposito, Toledo St.Francis, 6-3, 250, Sr.;
and Todd Hanson, Perrysburg, 6-4, 240, Sr.; G Doug Brunner, To-
ledo Bowsher, 6-3, 240, Sr.; and ADAM CALABRESE, FREMONT
ROSS 5-10, 205, SR.; C Rick Knicely, Toledo Whitmer, 6-2, 222, Sr.;

B John Keller, Toledo Central Catholic, 6-5, 210, Sr.; and RB Wil-
liam White, Lima Sr., 5-11, 170, Sr.; Tom Karpinski, Toledo St.F-
rancis, 5-11, 175. Sr.; and Rory Johnson, Toledo Bowsher, 5-11, 200,
Sr.; K Scott Kasper, Toledo Whitmer, 6-1, 205, Sr.;and P Mark
Swentofski, Toledo St.John's, 5-10, 160, Sr.

FIRST TEAM DEFENSE — E Vincent McClain, Toledo Ma-
comber, 5-11, 175, Sr.; and Erv Owens, Sandusky, 6-3, 212, Sr.; T
Tom Anderzack, Toledo Central Catholic, 6-3, 195, Sr.; and Mike
Roberts, Shelby, 5-11, 201, Sr.; LB Chris Manojlovich, Mansfield
Madison, 5-11, 185, Sr.; DEREK ISAMAN, FREMONT ROSS, 6-2,
185, JR.; Henry King, Toledo Macomber, 6-2, 195, Sr.; and Mark
Zientek, Toledo St.Francis, 6-foot, 180, Sr.; and DB John Lawson,
Toledo Macomber, 6-1, 190, Sr.; Tim Gries, Toledo St.John's, 6-
foot, 180, Sr.; and JIM HUFFORD, FREMONT ROSS, 6-1, 185, SR.

SECOND TEAM OFFENSE — SE Doug Kantner, Wapakoneta,
TE Derick Gant, Toledo St.Francis; T Mike Madigan, Wapako-
neta; and TERRY O'FARRELL, FREMONT ROSS; G Ken Walc-
zak, Maumee; and Bryant Crutchfield, Toledo Macomber; C Greg
Eichenauer, Celina; QB Jeff Wiley, Celina; and RB Rick Ross, Ce-
lina; Mike Dillon, Findlay; and Steve Stephens, Toledo DeVilbiss.

SECOND TEAM DEFENSE — E Brian Burnett, Toledo Start;
and JERRY MANAHAN, FREMONT ROSS; T Tracy Steele, San-
dusky; and Tim Batanian, Toledo St.Francis; LB Thad Rosen-
berger, Mansfield Sr.; Dale Jackson, Lima Sr.; Marc Martin,
Sylvania Southview; and Scott Kasper, Toledo Whitmer; and Mi-
chael Moss, Toledo Macomber; Mark Whitcomb, Toledo
Whitmer; and Chris Romick, Sandusky.

BACK OF YEAR — John Keller, Tol. Central Catholic.

LINEMAN OF YEAR — Damon Hueston, Toledo Macomber.

CO-COACHES OF YEAR — PETE MOORE, FREMONT ROSS,
and Richard Cromwell, Toledo St.Francis.
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4 Three area coaches

lead district choices

Three area coaches and eight area
players received top honors in the
1983 All-Northwest Ohio high school
football teams released today.

Fremont Ross coach Pete Moore,
who was named Buckeye Conference
Coach of the Year Wednesday, shared
the Class AAA district honor, while
Margaretta’s Dana Woodring won the
Class AA award and Woodmore's
E‘om Galbraith shared the Class A

onor.

The players named to respective
first units were Ross’s Adam Cala-
brese, Derek Isaman and Jim Hufford
in Class AAA, Margaretta’s Randy
Fredrick and Oak Harbor’s Dan Wei-
rich and Dennis Schiets in Class AA,
and Woodmore’'s Jeff Rospert and
Jeff Perkins in Class A.

In Class AAA, Moore, who has
guided Ross to an undefeated season,
a BC title and the state playoffs,
shared top coaching honors with Rich-
ard Cromwell of Toledo St. Francis.

His players who were considered by
the panel of writers and broadcasters
to be the best at their positions were
Calabrese at offensive guard, Isaman
and linebacker and Hufford at de-
fensive back.

All players on the Class AAA first
teams were seniors with the exception
of Isaman.

Two other Little Giants — Terry
O’Farrell at offensive tackle and
Jerry Manahan at defensive end —

made the Class AAA second team.

In Class AA, Margaretta’s Woodr-
ing won Coach of the Year for taking
his Polar Bears to an 8-3 record, their
first Sandusky Bay Conference title
and a berth in the state playoffs.

His leader, senior quarterback
Randy Fredrick, beat out Huron
standout Randy Strickland for first-
team honors at that position.

Oak Harbor stars Weirich and
Schiets earned Class AA first-team
berths at running back and tight end,
respectively.

Area players on the Class AA sec-
ond team were Oak Harbor’s Dennis
Jensen at offensive tackle and Belle-
vue’s Pren Trickett at linebacker.

In Class A, the Woodmore trio of
coach Galbraith and players Rospert
a;nd Perkins led the way for area peo-
ple.

Galbraith shared Coach of the Year
honors with Richard Roll of Plymouth
after taking the Wildcats to a 9-1 re-
cord and a Suburban Lakes League
championship.

Rospert and Perkins were first-tea-
mers at quarterback and defensive
back, repsectively.

Another Wildcat, Jeff Chambers,
made the Class A second team at run-
ning back as did St. Joe's John Sidell
at quarterback.

Complete all-district listing is on
page 10.

DAN WEIRICH

DENNIS SCHIETS



DEFENSIVE TEAM player on the
Ross Little Giants are, front row,
left to right, end Chris Simmons,
tackle Adam Calabrese, tackle Rod

Lanning, tackle/linebacker Jason
Fought, end Jerry Manahan; back
row, linebacker Paul Stout, half-

back Mike Wolf, linebacker Derek
Isaman, linebacker
Swaisgood, safety Gene Simmons,

halfback Jim Hufford, linebacker
Stacy Matt Hiser and linebacker Craig
Mosser.

Defense does the job for Little Giants

Defense. Fremont Ross’s football team is known
for it.

Head Coach Pete Moore believes in it. *“You look
at the great teams,” he insisted, “‘and they all
have great defenses."

And the Little Giants have produced a great de-
fense this season. Just 45 points have been put on
the board against Ross, and six times no team has
crossed the goal line.

The “D” overshadows the offense. Members of
the unit have played it to that position.

Through 11 games this season, the Little Giants
have allowed only 128 yards per game. Teams
have run 308 plays for just 687 yards, an average
of 2.2 per carry. Opponents have attempted 176
passes, completed 67 for 724 yards, an average of
just under 11 per catch but many of the catches
have come when teams have had long distances to
go for first down yardage.

Jim Hufford and Gene Simmons have combined

““The goal of the defense is to get the ball in good
field postion for the offense,”” Hufford said.

“I am surprised that Sandusky did not throw
one at me,” Wolf laughed, ‘‘but we cover up for
each other.”

Hufford pointed out that with nine interceptions,
he feels that he can go for the theft because Sim-
mons’ 4.6 speed will offset any mistake.

“The key for us in the backfield,” Simmons
said, ““is what the guys up front on the line do.
They put pressure on the quarterback and it helps
us.”

Members of that up-front group of people in-
clude defensive ends Chris Simmons, Jerry Mana-
han and Kent Coleman, tackles Adam Calabrese,
Rod Lanning and Matt Hiser, and linebackers
Derek Isaman, Stacy Swaisgood, Craig M %
Paul Stout and Jason Fought.

Asked why they have been so successful this

those defensive players have a number of

for 14 pass interceptions from their halfback and
safety positions, respectively, for the Little Gi-
ants. The third member of the defensive back-
field, co-captain Mike Wolf, has come close but
has not pulled off a pass theft yet.

answers.
Simmons said, ‘‘We play together as a unit in-
stead of as individuals.”
Calabrese added, “We all communicate so well
with each other. We know we're all gonna help

each other.”

Manahan chimed in, “You know if you make a
mistake, someone is gonna cover up for you.”

And said Stout, ‘“There’s no one star on the de-
fense. Everyone relies on everyone else.”

The players said they began feeling that they
were good enough to come this far as early as the
end of last season.

Manahan said, ““As soon as the year ended, we
knew we had 20 lettermen coming back. We knew
we had a good nucleus of players and that we were
gonna be good.”

Swaisgood went further and said, ‘“The scrim-
mage against Whitmer was the turning point.
They blew us out, so we decided we had to do
something.’

Isaman, backed by the opinions of everyone
else, felt that the toughest game this year came in
the 7-7 tie with Toledo St. Francis, and that “by
the sixth game of the year, we thought we could
make it.”

All the players expressed gratitude towards
huge fan response to their state championship
drive, with Chris Simmons speaking for the group
when he said, ‘It’s the best feeling you can have.”
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Ross season ends in Dayton

Jeff Nossaman (16),
left, Ross wide re-
celiver, Is consoled by
teammate Tom Bate-
sole after the final
buzzer that ended the
Little Giants’ 35-7 loss
to Princeton Saturday.
At the fop, Ross Coach
Pete Moore shouts in-
structions while at the
left, linebacker Derek
Isaman holds up the
ball that he recovered
at the Princeton 16
early in the final quar-
ter. The recovery set
up Ross’s touchdown.

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)

Ohio college football roundup
Wolverines trip Bucks

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) — With an emotional ter and Bob Bergeron's 26-yard, first period field
vlc!ory over arch rival Ohio State tucked safely goal rounded out Michigan's scoring.
now can  Tailback Keith Byars ran for TDs of 1 and 18

ach Bo
aﬂord to_look ahead to the Wolverines' meeting. yards, and Ohio Slate quarterback Mike Tomczak




Princeton races

Brown, Simpson, Taylor roll up
320 yards against Little Giants

BOl IARKER

DAY'IDN—Brwm. Sim, .ron lnd lelor

Names out of pro footb:

Yes, but not Saturday night at Welcome Sta-
dium in Da;

James mn. Vinnie Slmpmn and Mlch.el
Taylor—not Jim, 0.J. and Jim—st
mont Ross's thoughts of a State loolball title wllh
320 rushing yards to lead Cincinnati Princeton to a
35-7 vlclnry (n the Division I semifinal game of the
©Ohio High School Football Pllyolh

Brown tore through Ross’s vaunted defense
which had yielded just 45 points in the prior 11

for 154 yards on 21 carries. He scored

ree touchdowns and hurt the Little Giants inside
and out. The 154 yards were just four less than the
lotpmducun by a team against the Little Giants

Rass had allowed opponents 128 yards in total of-
l}I)er game before the class with Princeton.

Brown uunil_}p huge chunks of the arull-

cll turf, quarterback Taylor ran for 97 more on 14

carries and Simpson, Brown’s counterpart at the

back slots, hldsﬁonlduunchancel

BomTvlw and Simpson scored

ikings, did not have a yam m lhe air but
finished with 329 on the ground on

Princeton took the openlng Iuckoﬂ and murched
80 yards in 10 plays to score, Brown diving over
left guard for the TD at the 8:08 mark of the initial
period. The 5-foot-11, 195-pound senior opened play
with a 13-yard burst on a straight dive over left
?‘nrd He followed that up with runs of 2, 17, 7 and

e final yard.

Simpson clicked off an 18-yard dash on a quick
hitter off right tackle and Taylor supplied runs of 7
and 20 yards from the option off the veer attack

After that initial race horse drive, the Vikings'

nullified any defensive or offensive ploy

088 attempted

Princeton made it 14-0, passing the previous
high water marks for points scored in a single
game against Ross this season, scoring with 4:11
:‘en;nl:\lng in the half. The drive covered 50 yards

n 12 pla;

The second Viking TD was set up when Ross
wide receiver Jeff Nossaman hauled in an 18-yard
g ss from quarterback Kevin Wilhelm at the

'rinceton 47, but fumbled when he was hit hard by
Vikings’ defensive back Marcus Harrison
Shlnnen Carpenter came up with the loose ball.

rvwn picked up 20 of the yards in the drive but
Taylors 12-yard run to the one was the key.
mpson scored on the next play.

Playoff
schedule

State Champlooh
DivalOhio uleLnlvenll)

kron Gartleld 110 vs. Cin
cinnati Princeton 10-2, Sunday.

p.
Division Il
recksville Ben. Celina 12
0, Saturday, 2:30

Division 111
Eiyria Catholic 12 vs, Ur
bana 120, Friday, 2:30 p.m.

Diyision IV
Orrville 93 vs. Columbus
Ready 10-2, Friday, 11 a.m
Divislon V

Newark Catholic 114 v
McComb 120, Saturday
iLa
s.u.my ‘s Semifinal Results
Divsior

K Akron Rubber Bowi

kron Garfleld 14, Mentor
Lake Cath. I
At Dayton Welcome stadium
Cin. Princeton 35, Fremont

nV
inton Fawcett Stadium

Newark Cath. 28, Mogadore
2,07

At Troy
McComb 7, Middletown Fen
wick0

KICKOFF FUMBLE.
squirts away from Gene Simmons

of Ross after he is
Princeton player. Terry O'Farrell

On Ross'’s first play after the kickoff, fullback
Todd Beatty burl( 19 yards to the Little Glants 48,
the longest run of the game for Ross, but disaster
struck on the next play.

Running the option, Wilhelm was hit by Harlon
Bnmeu bled and the Viking's Sean Croley
up the ball and stumbled to the Ross 36.

Bmwn ran for 11, 22 and the final 3 to complete the
three-play lcorlng drive at the 2:03 mark of the

riod.
l)eAnother fumble set up the lounh Vlkln
Ross's Gene Simmons fumbled

kickoff at the Ross 21 with lhe Vlklngt John
Lampkin coming up with the %?

1t took four ays for the lngs to apply the
back-breaker. Yson burst over left guard for a
dmen Taylor lol wed with a four-yard run,
Brown got four more over left guard again and
went lnto the end zone over the same place at the
10:14 m:

It was me first time that the Little Giants had
glven np polnls in the third period this season.

on the board four minutes into the final

penod ukln%vdvnnu e of a Princeton turnover.

illiam Franklin had intercepted a

mnker pass by Nossaman at the Ross 15, outside

linebacker Derek lsaman recovered Simpson's
fumble at the Viking 16.

Chris Simmons ran to the 11 for Ross but Croley
sacked Wilhelm for a five-yard loss. Wilhelm
came back with a 14-yard strike to wingback Jim
Hufford at the two and on a third and goal at the
one, Beatty went over left guard for the
touchdown at the 8:26 mark. Shawn McCarthy
added the extra point

Less than two minutes later, Princeton put the
finishing touches on the win, driving 49 yards after
Ross's onside kick was recovered at the Princeton
49 by Galen Carrington. It took four plays for the
Vikings to score,

Brown ran for nine, Taylor optioned left end for
eight, Brown again over left guard for nine and
Taylor covered the final 23 on an option play
around left end.

The Vikings will play Akron Garfield, a 14-10
winner over Mentor Lake Catholic in the Rubber
Bowl in the other Division I semifinal, for the state
title at 2 p.m., Sunday afternoon in Ohio Stadium
in Columbus.

Ross notes: Beatty had 29 yards on eight carries
for Ross. Nossaman had five pass receptions for
43 yards nnd Huﬂord four for 51. Wilhelm was 10 of
20 for 97 y:

McCarlhy's 73-yard punt in the final quarter had
writers glancing through the playoff record book
but there is no record kept in that category.

The ball  (71) of Ross has the ball on his back
while attempting to block for

hit by a Simmons.

Pete Moore:

DAYTON—"‘At times, I thought they were &
blur,” Ross football Coach Pete Moore saic
ubont the speed of Cincinnati Princeton.

Moore had just watched the Vikings disect his
Little Giants leam 35-7in the Division I semifinal
game of the Ohio High School Playoffs Saturday
night at Welcome Stadium.

“They hit the dive quicker than any team we

. ever seen. We thought they had when
we watched them on films but from the sidellnes
those guys seemed like a lot of blurs."

The Ross coach was not di late with the
loss. Instead he praised his team, calling it a
great season for Fremont football.

“If anyone had told me back on Aug. 10 (the
first meetin; season) that we
would have here (in the state

‘At times...they were a blur’

Brown ran for 154 yards and Simpson 69 to go
with Taylor’s 97 for 320 of Princeton’s 329, all on
the ground, total yards.

Moore pointed out two critical first half fum-
bles and another turnover on the second half
kickoff that led to Princeton scores took the wind
out of his team.

“‘Their defense was exceptionally quick,”” Ross
offensive coordinator Rex Radeloff said, “‘espe-

cialﬁ:p ront.

nose guard (Reggie Hunt, 5-8, 220) was a

bear and 77 (Corey Thomas, 6-3, 200) was lean

a::.;é.ulck They were just quicker than we
eg hurt us with about everylnlng J

)
tonight, I would not have believed them,"” Moore
said in his postgame talk "You have m reason
to hang you heads. .. it wa g

Ross was hurt on both sides of the llne by the
Vikings’ speed. It was evident on the first drive
as Princeton backs James Brown and Vinnie
s:mpcon broke into the clear on straight dive
plays.

“‘On the veer offense,” Moore explained, “‘we
always thouﬂn that the dive was most dan-
gerous and tonight it was.

“Then, when
‘l‘lylor (Pri

T-yﬁr went out there, ﬂley were getting
good blocks on the ends to open

we did n to stop the dive,
inceton k Michael) would by a
the option,” Moore said.

Siesel,
team had permitted nnl* ints during u.e
regular season and one playoff game before the

Princeton deluge.

“They were very quick and ves
they were quick,” Siesel said 1:1: y. “’I‘lylor s
automatics (changed plays at line) h

never ran where we were.

“1{ T was one of Princeton’s fans, it would be

fun jlnl to sit up in the stands and watch them

!elel paused before adding, ‘A loss is hard to
take but it is not qulte as bad when you get beat
a better football team.

Our klds tried but
Princeton was jusl beller
““Our kids have a lot to be proud of,” Moore
concluded. “It's been an Amazmg season.”

good. God,

past Ross 35-7

ROSS QUARTERBACK Kevin Wilhelm is hit by
a Cincinnati Princeton defender during second
quarter action Saturday at Welcome Stadium in

Pat Mancuso:

(Photos by Pete Groh)

Dayton. Wilhelm was able to shake the would-be
tackler and picked up short yardage.

‘...they ran into more speed
then they’re used to seeing

L ROB BOUKISSEN
essenger Sports Writer

DAYTO‘\’ — Pat Mancuso was as gracious as
one could expect a coach to be when his team just
beat the pants off of its opponent.

“I'm very respectful of the Buckeye Confer-
ence,” said the Cincinnati Princeton mentor after
his Vikings ripped Ross 35-7 in the Division I state
umlﬂnals at Welcome Stadium here Saturday
L

'I 'm well aware of what teams like Ross, San-
dusky and Elyria can do and have done in the past

'‘And Ross has a lot of good players. But, to-
I think they ran into more speed than
u'ey're used to seeing.
“‘Most of the teams the;
speed at cer(uln positions.
position."

It couldn't have been said any better.

The Ross Little Giants, indeed, have not seen
the likes of a speedy ¢1ulck Princeton team during
their highly successful

With quarterback Mlchael Taylor and running
backs James Brown and Vinnie Simpson handling

play probably have
ut we have it at every

It’s good!

Detroit kicker Ed Murray leaps info the air affer

kicking a 37-yard field goal with 6:30 remaining

in overtime Sunday giving the Lions a 23-20 win

over Green Bay. See the NFL roundup on page 22
, for details of other games.

the bulk of the offense, the Vikings ran past,
through, over and around a surprised Little Giant
defense.
“Hey,” that’s a good defense we
nly gave up 45 points all

year, and we Scor

Mancuso wasn't gloating; he was just marvel

ing at the dominance of his club

“‘We played a very, very good game," he ad-
mitted. “I feel our offensive and defensive lines
controlled the line of scrimmage. Our offensive
line opened up holes and our defensive line con
tained both the run and the pass.”"

The Vikings' defense was almost as awesome as
their offense. Only on a few occasions did Ross
manage to pick up any significant yardage.

“‘We've been working hard on our defense the
past two weeks,” said Mancuso. “They really
played well tonight

Mancuso, who's been at Princeton 24 years and
has one state championship (1978) already under
his belt, was asked how this Viking team ranks
with his other top teams.

“It's as good as any I've had,"
this team we have a lot of versatility
lieve we are peaking now

“‘We started the season ranked number one (in
the state and nation) and then we lost. But we
came back strong and improved as the year went

he said."*With
And I be-

on.
“Right now, we're playing as good as we can.
The kids are really playing to their potential
“It's great for the kids. I'm just ecstatic
They've put a lot of time in, and now it's paying
off.”

Championship lineup

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Four of the top six teams in The “Associated
Press’ regular season high school football polls will
be playing for Ohio divisional championships this
weekend at Ohio Stadium as the title games are
consolidated at one site for the first time

Akron Garfield, rated No. 2 in Class AAA, takes
an 1140 record against 10-2 Cincinnati Princeton
Sunday at 2p.m. in the finale of the five-game show-

case.

Garfield edged Mentor Lake Catholic 14-10 at the
Akron Rubber Bowl in Saturday's other Division 1
semifinal.

The first-and second-rated teams in the Class AA
poll, No. 1 Urbana and No. 2 Elyria Catholic, pit 12-0
records against each other l-‘rlda{ at 2:30 p.m. for
the Division III crown, while 12-0 McComb, No. 2 in

ass A, meets defending division champion New-
ark Catholic Saturday at 11 a.m. in the Division V
title matchup.
reen Wave, which finished fifth in the same
mll classification, is 11-1 and will be bidding for its

te crown in seven years

Only one of the other four division finalists was
ranked as high as 10th in the final AP poll. That was
Columbus Ready, which finished at No. 10 in Class
A. The Silver Knights, 10-2, go against Orrville Fri-
day at-11 am. in the Division IV finals. The Red
Riders were 15th in Class AA and are 9-3 on the
year.

Brecksville and Celina both finished unbeaten in
12 games, but were ranked only 16th and 17th re-
spectively in Class AAA. The winner of their game
Satyrday at 2:30 p.m. will take home the Division 11
chlmplonshlplmph
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Area players on UPI teams

Ten nftl:gers from this area earned berths on
the U Press International All-Ohio football

team released Thursday.

From the city, Ross seniors Adam Calabrese
and Jim Hufford were each named to the Class
AAA second team at offensive and de-
fensive back, respectively, while Little Giant ju-
nior linebacker Derek Isaman earned honorable
mention.

Two St. Joe players earned Class A distinction
— senior quarterback John Sidell, who was
named to the second unit, and his classmate and
favorite receiver Denny Furlong, who made spe-

cial mention. ~
From around the area, Oak Harbor placed two

Blayers on the Class AA team (senior tight end
ennis Schiets on the second team and senior
running back Dan Weirich honorable mention),
Bellevue had one on the AA unit (senior line-
backer Pren Trickett on the second team) and
Woodmore had two on the Class A squad (senior
quarterback Jeff Rospert and senior defensive
back Jeff Perkins, both honorable mention).




Giants feted for successful season

Jim Hufford was named the most valu-
nble phyer on the 1983 Fremont Ross

Hunold and members of the team
Wednesda, the

honor, Hufford was also presented
with the most valuable defensive back

T,
Head Coach Pete Moore and his coach-
staff of Rex Radeloff, Joe Siesel,
Wetzel, Dick Coleman, Chuck
Lindsey and Les
awards to the 10-1-1 Little Giants.
Hufford was a two-way plta;er for Ross
named to the third
Class AAA All-

ference in interceptions with

named to the conference’s first de-
Mlvl.llcdnhtm.h ddition to

a a cap-

's trophy, was named the most valu-
offensive lineman. Swi

won the most valuable ve line-
man award.

ge

Quarterback Kevin Willfelm won the

most valuable offensive back honor.
Placekicker Shawn McCarthy, a -
omore, was named the most valuable

re.

'he most improved honors went to se-
nior defensive back Mike Wolf and ju-
nior center Scott Cross. Wolf also

mclevedac tain’s t
spec.plnl awal lw:lywen to Rod
uclplan of the True Grit Award
from the odj’ YMCA Y'’s
Mens Club nnd]unlor'l‘ Beatty, win-
ner of the Giant Club Award
R:: other acttvluegdurlnz uf:e
Dwight resented a -
uu of eommudm?lon from the Ohio
ouse of Representatives praising the
umecummmmnaccomplm ents.
All players, managers, trainers and
mlehup Ten [menwd with Buckeye

u also presented special plaques
oore also p i M

Club also presented special plaques with
the Ro?ls team picture on it to the coach-

rmgram ended with the final ver-
slon of the slide show ‘‘Year of the Gi-

l-‘ollow are the first and second
year awal rS:

Seniors, second award:
Brudzinski, Calabrese, Coleman,
.llson Fought, Jeff Genlry. Matt Hiser,

ord, , Jerry M
.leﬂ Nossaman, 1‘srry O’Farrell, Mike
Palomo, Gene Simmons, Paul Stout,
alsgood Matt Whitcomb, Wilhelm

and W
Smlo first award: Tom Batesole,
Joe Cﬁ&xclnl Greg Dorr, Jack Konrad,
Logan, Wade Parker, Brad
le and Chris Sultz. Student assistant
Chris Hull. thlent u-umers/mmeers
AlanDarr and T.J. H
Juniors, second l\urd Mike Bobay,
Derek Isaman and Chris Simmons.
Juniors, first award: Beatty, Cross,
Crllg Mosser, Mark Nitschke and Kris

Sophomore, first award: McCarthy.—
BOBMARKER .

Dan




