2001 State Meet...



O’Connor well-prepared for first trip to state

looks to set foundation for later success
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O’Connor swims Friday at state
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six Ross school records. She
steadily improved at the state
meet, finishing 11th in the 100
freestyle and 14th in the 50
freestyle as a sophomore and
fifth in the 100 and ninth in the 50
as a junior.

Brittany said Molly has taught
her “how to handle the pressure
and not to get too nervous before
a race. Just go out there and
don’t worry about the people
around you and swim your race.”

The last time Brittany attend-
ed a state meet, it was to watch
Molly.

“I definitely think she saw her
big sister do a lot of great stuff,”
Moran said of Brittany. “She
knows what it takes. Once you
make the state meet, you're a dif-
ferent kid. You act differently,
you train differently. ... You're
constantly being pushed to do
your best during the season,
which takes you to a new level.”

Brittany O'Connor became the
first Ross girls swimmer to qualify
for state in the backstroke with an
exciting seco ce finish Satur-
day at the Division I district at
Bowling Green State University.

She used a strong finish to
record a time of one minute, 1.63
- seconds and squeeze out Bowling
Green freshman Angela Gellatly
for the second and final automat-
ic berth to state.

O’Connor said she created a
mental picture of swimming the
perfect race during practice last

“I had a very good taper,” O’
Connor said. “I've been wo
hard all season for districts. I re-
ally thought about finishing sec-
ond and getting an automatic
(bid). We did a lot of visualizing.
I think that really helped.”

O’Connor is also chasing the
school’s oldest girls swim record.
The 100 backstroke record of
101.39, held for 19 years by
Heather Winning, is the only
Ross girls mark that has stood
longer than five years.

ile she didn’t get an auto-
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matic berth in the 50 freestyle,
O’Connor got one of 14 at-large
slots. Her qualifying time of
25.19 is only 19-hundredths of a
second behind 16th-best qualifi-
er Amanda Wittenmyer of Find-

lay.

Swimming at 9:30 a.m.
Friday. The 50 freestyle prelimi-
naries are the fourth event of the
morning session. The 100 back-
stroke preliminaries are the
fourth event of the Saturday
morning session, which begins at

9a.m.

SHOW

~ Young's RV, Fremont
Wilcart RV, Milan

Town & Country RV, Clyde

Fort Ball RV, Tiffin







