1987 State Meet...

Ross divers lead squad into district meet at BGSU
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IN SEMIFINALS: Ryan Nuhfer of Fremont Ross

NUHFER |
has reached the semifinals in the diving competition at the State
Swimming and Diving Meet in Branin Natatorium in Canton.

Nuhfer accumulated 166

preliminaries Friday. He

the cut by

ints in

five dives during the

dive again today beginning at 3:15
p.m. The leader of the diving competition is Scott Siford of
Toledo St. Francis with 221.10 points. B.J. Blair of Ross missed

after’s yesterday’s preliminaries.

one diver. Blair was in 17th place with 154.}5 points



Nuhfer, Blair
finish 16th, 17th

CANTON — Ryan Nuhfer
of Fremont Ross and
teammate B.J. Blair
finished 16th and 17th,

ctively, in the state
m championships.

Nuhfer had 250.45 points
in eight dives but failed to

ualify for the finals
‘Saturday. Blair missed the
cut Friday night but his
155.10 points on five dives
earned him his finish.

Nuhfer is a senior while
Blair is a freshman.

Scott Siford of Toledo St.
Francis, the Northwest
Ohio District Meet champ,
won the state title wi
502.05 in 11 dives.
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN: No, the Ross High divers don't have to
hitchhike to Port Clinton, but they do have to spend an unusual
amount of time on the road. Despite having to travel for practice as

Divers go extra mile(s) for victory

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

Have board, will travel?

Not quite. Rather, it’s have
divers — but no board — and
must travel.

That is what the quintet of
Ross High School divers faces
each day of 'ﬂ:':ctlce and at
every meet. group must
travel several miles to practice,

forcing them into delayed meals, -

study time and sometimes,
sleep.

For Ross divers, it's been that
way for the two years. That
was vgé;n . e !‘l‘l'emonfi Jllx:lrgg
High School pool was dec
unsuitable for swimming
diving competition because it did
not meet Ohio High School
Athletic Association regulations.
The Ross swimmers are
able to practice in the pool but
o

ce
been banished.

undefeated this year; Chad Root,
Mike Nighswander and B.J.
Blair and the ‘:ﬂn Giants
girl diver, Natalie Albert,

as one of the strongest.

does not have a home pool.
Instead the group is traveling 17
miles north to use the Port

and..  “After school, we hav

Clinton High School pool.

The four boys used to dive at
the junior high pool. Nuhfer and
Nighswander are seniors, Root a
sophomore and Blair is a
freshmen. Albert, a sophomore,
is in her first year of diving.
-about
an hour and a half before we
leave,” Nighswander lained
the after school routine. ‘“‘We can
dot some of our homework or
ea ."

“Usually, we get back around
eight o’clock,” Nuhfer, the
nﬁool record holder and a state
Tmllﬁer last year, said.

t is eat, study and get to

“I usually stay at school,”
Albert said. “Mom brings me a
snack for some energy.” f

‘“It’s inconvenient,” Root
added. “I come home for about
an hour and half and then back
to Ross and then Port Clinton.”

“You don’t have much time for
a social life,” Blair pointed out,
who as a , commutes

meet
“Then
bed.”

AR
News-Messenger/Chris Walker

well as meets, they have done very well. Pictured from left are Nat-
alie Albert, Mike Nighswander, B.J. Blair, diving coach Bob Lozano,
Ryan Nuhfer, volunteer coach Gil Root and Chad Root (kneeling).

from the junior high to the high
school.
“Mom takes me out to Ross

.and Coach (Bob) Lozano brings

me home because he lives close
to us.”
“We practice from 5:30 to 7,”

- Lozano pointed out, ‘““The

blem is, the kids usually get a
g:lock snack, hop in the van, get

to the pool and have to work -

around the Port Clinton divers
and swimmers.”

When the quintet gets to Port
Clinton at approximately 5 p.m.,
the group is in the water a half
hour later.

“We have worried about one of
our divers hitting one of their
swimmers,” Lozano pointed out.

To alleviate that worry, the
divers act as each other’s
lookouts, gi the all-clear to
dive. Usually, the Ross
contingent gets the pool to itself
from about 6:30 to seven.

‘“‘It’s kind of tirin
(traveling),” Nuhfer admitted,
“but we work hard because it’s

hard to find places for us to dive
and when we have a place, we
work harder.”

1 is the

lace Ross divers have
used. The Sandusky County
YMCA, which got the old board
from the junior , the Tiffin
YMCA and Oak bor High
School have served as the Aqua
Giants’ home away from home.

Along with the hectic routine
of the after school shu i
the cost of renting the facilities
and tr: rtation.

With all the problems, there
seems to be little effect on the
divers. This past weekend, the
four-goys finished in the top six
in the eight-team Flnd(}:&;
Invitational and Albert was
in the 12-team girls competition.

Nubhfer is rated the top diver in
the Northwest Ohio district.

He attributes\ his and his
teammates’ success to their
coaches, hard work and the close
scrutiny of everyone involved.
Lozano, the diving coach for
head swim Coach Tom Thomson,
is aided by unpaid volunteer
assistant Gil Root, father of
Chad and a former Ross diver,

who provides di instruction
and at times, helps with
transportation.

All that, in the long run, adds
up to surprising success which is
no':o often found by people without
a home.






