Ross set for sectional
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GOALKEEPER CHRISTINA SZYMANOWSKI and the Fremont
Ross girls soccer team enter their first state tournament today, as the
Little Giants play Mansfield Madison in a sectional at Findlay.
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CHRISTINA SZYMANOWSKI, red jersey, makes one of her 24 saves, while Katie Stainbrook,
18, and Megan Theller, 7, defend during Ross’s 9-0 sectional loss Tuesday.

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

FINDLAY - Six years
ago, the Mansfield Madi-
~ son girls soccer program
was in its first season,
and most likely expected
to struggle.

Not so. The first-year
Rams advanced to the re-
gional finals before bow-

Ing out of the state tour-
nament.

Tuesday night at Find-
lay High School, Madison
showed Fremont Ross
that not every team expe-
riences similar success in
its first try at tournament
play, beating the Little Gi-
ants 90 in both teams’
sectional opener.

“One of the first things
| said to the girls after the
game was, ‘Look where
we're at now, look where
we want to go,”” said Ross

coach Scott McVeigh,

whose team finished 9-6-1.
“We want to have a Mans-
field Madison- or Fiindlay-
caliber program down the
road, but you can’t expect
that in one year. They
know that.”

Madison eliminated any
suspense early on, as Jes-
sica Ward and Jillian
Firestone scored goals in
the first two minutes, 46
seconds. The Rams con-
trolled play in the first
half, taking a 6-0 lead, and
rarely letting the ball en-
ter their defensive end.

“Those two quick ones,
they definitely stunned
us,” McVeigh said. “Not
that we quit, but we were
kind of dumbfounded. It
took us awhile to get back

in it, it took some of our

Rams top Little Giants in sectional

enthusiasm out of it.”

Madison kept the pres-
sure up in the second half,
scoring three goals.

“All-around, they were a
sound, fundamental
team,” McVeigh said. “It
seemed like every girl out
there had a good leg. -
They just controlled us
with passing, passing,
passing.”

Facing 40 shots, Ross
goalkeeper Christina Szy-
manowski held up well,
making 24 saves, includ-
ing one on a penalty kick
in the first half.

“She was real vocal
tonight,” McVeigh said.
“She saved that penalty
kick, that was a great
save. She definitely made
a lot of goal-saving saves.
She played her heart out.”
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McVeigh also praised the Five seniors will depart

freshman " from this year's team, re-
! forward Al oo ves Jessica Steinberger,
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; : Hoelzle and starters Marie
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“Her and Christina in goal,  “Allyson Hickey's the
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back next year,
McVeigh hopes to see the
team move up in the GLL
standings and win a tourna-




