2005 Season Review



HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Fremont Ross football players line up against Clyde during a scrimmage Tuesday at Don Paul Stadium in Fremont.

Scrimmage reveals strengths, weaknesses

Four-way match
between Ross,
Clyde, Mansfield
and Toledo St.
John’s

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports editor

Coaches for Fremont
Ross, Clyde, Mansfield and
Toledo St. John’s said the
best thing about Tuesday’s
four-way scrimmage is that
everyone came out healthy.

Of course, it was kind of
nice to hear the pounding
of pads.

Nine days before the be-
ginning of the season, all
the coaches and teams got

a better sense of their
strengths and weaknesses.

Ross coach Derek Kid-
well said his team looked
tgl:?dﬁ‘physically, and that

off-season training reg-
imen started to pay off.

Still, the game — which
featured three 55-minute pe-
riods, allowing all four
teams to play each other —
showed that the Little Giants
need more conditioning,
geax:gthhough at three hours

ight, it wasn't compara-
ble to a football game, par

“Usually in a game, you
get a little more break,”
Kidwell said.

Kidwell said quarterback
Aaron Opelt looked good,
throwing several long pass-
es, but had some happy feet

early on. He said the offen-
sive line improved through-
out the game, particularly
distinguishing themselves
on the last series, against
Toledo St. John’s.

“They ended on a posi-
tive note,” he said.

Fliers coach Mark Gib-
son said the game was a
confidence booster for his
team, the smallest on the
field in terms of numbers,
Clyde is a Division III
school. The other three
schools are Division I.

“Our kids know they can
stand toe to toe with some
big schools,” he said.

The Fliers were playing
with new offensive and de-
fensive schemes, and Gib-
son noted that they re-

sponded well, but said tack-
ling needed improvement.

St. John’s also needed to
improve tackles, said coach
Doug Pearson.

“Lot of missed tackles
tonight,” he said. “We can’t
live with that.”

If Clyde was the smallest
school, Mansfield was: the
school with the smallest
players. But what it lacks
in size, it makes up for in
speed, said coach Leroy
Smith,

“If you're not big, you
need to be fast,” Smith
said.

Smith said the team
needs to be more physical
and stronger, but their of-
fense threw well and the
defense attacked the ball.
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Pearson and Smith gave
high marks to Kidwell, en-
tering his second year as
Little Giants coach. Ross
went 0-10 in 2002 and 1-9 in
2003, before Kidwell came.
Last year, the team went 4-
6, and more improvement
is expected.

“Derek’s doing a great
job,” Pearson said.

“They’re going to be
tough,” Smith said.

Both also found Clyde to |
be a physical opponent.

The game also marked
the debut for Don Paul Sta-
dium’s new surface. The
grass was replaced by
FieldTurf.

“Ilove it,” Pearson said.




HiGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: FREMONT ROSS 85, PERRYSBURG 17

Little Giants win in the trenches

Offensive line gets
Opelt untouched,
four ground TDs

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor

PERRYSBURG — In a
game that might have
shown the strength of the
offensive line above all else,
the Little Giants won their
opener lfg;ttil;; ﬁﬂx;st time in

ears, e Perrys-
rg Yellow Jackets as.b?ck
nior running
Bryan Burel scored two
touchdowns and ran for a
total of 149 yards,

“It’s been a lonq' time
since we were 1-0,” said
coach Derek Kidweh. Last
year, the team went 4-6, and
won just one game in the

%evio!lg two | ears\’betox;e * Blair Ellent

: gamewdeg'fid be
at-
tril to the s and
%:s of the o&entgievm
yers
room after last season.
“We knew we could pound
these guys,” Kidwell said.
ck Aaron Opelt
threw for 95 yards and three
interceptions, but noted
that he wasn't sacked.
“I didn’t get touched the
who‘l::_&ame,” he said.
Burel said that his
was to not get bigheaded,
and was more than willing

“We got some of the best
blockers in the Greater
Bu Conference,” he
said. “Our line can take
m »

running back
Ronnie e ran 49 yards
for the fix‘smtlt lay ﬁ%
scrlmmx%e,
missed a field goal.

There were three genal-
ties on the Little Giants
during their first drive, and
ultimately, two touchdowns
were called back on penal-
ties. Kidwell said the team

worked a lot of the kinks
out in the second half, when
there was just one penalty
against Ross.

justed to Perrysburg’s de-

fensive, which was

ping eight and rushing

i
game. ut -

ing game turned a 20-14

wmhalftim. e lead into a 35-17

Senior Kyle Cook, who
scored two touchdowns on
two yards and four
carries, said the team has
to work on special teams
coverage. Kyle Sell had a
52-yard kickoff return that
would have

last year,” Cook said.
Yellow Jackets coach
Roger Frank said the team
kept it competitive for the
first three quarters amid
thoughts that Ross would
blow them out, but began to
wilt in the fourth quarter.
“We got wore down,”
Frank said. “I donb’t think
it was an Xs and Os factor.
It was a personnel factor.”
The Little Giants are on
- the road again next week
against Toledo Central
Catholic. Kidwell said the
biggest adjustments are
made from Week 1 to Week
2. The Giants will have
something to work with, but
it won’t get any easier.
“They were a playoff
team last year, and they’re
going to be tough again,”
Kidwell said

The Little Giants wore

bring the

S B et ) a
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ROSS SENIOR BRYAN Burel gets tripped up by a Perrysburg defender during Friday’s game. Bu-
rel ran for 149 yards and scored two touchdowns as the Little Giants beat the Yellow Jackets 35-

purple pride back,” he said, 7



Footbhall

High School
Ross 35, Perrysburg 17
Ross 7 13 8 — 35
Perrysburg 0 14 3 0 — 17
Scoring summary

Ross — C. Decker interception, 1:57
1st (Blair Ellenberger kick)

Ross — Kyle Cook 1-yard run, 10:42
2nd (Ellenberger kick)

Perrysburg — Futinikin 7-yard run, 9:30
2nd (Chase Muir kick)

Ross — Burel 1-yard run, 2:38 2nd (El-
lenberger kick no good)

Perrysburg — Muir field goal

Ross — Cook 1-yard run (Opelt runs in
2-point conversion)

Ross — Burel run (Ellenberger kick

good).
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that deserve the credit. It's not easy
umﬂgrtwohwrsmm when
see September.
that and hopefully
'l the benefits.

Aaron already has.
‘The senior has worked his way onto sev-
eral recruiting watch lists and
an offensive line that allowed minimal
y could prove to be the

team’s season.

and

“There's a rebirth of football in Fre-
mont,” Bucci said. “It was something new
and different. Gradual changes lead to
success.”

Bucci said Kidwell arrived to a program
limbo.

And fol two offseasons Kidwell
has fans i playoffs af-
ter his team almost snuck in the back
door his first year.

“We're Joing in the right direction,”
Bucci said. “Everybody felt pretty com-
fortable that we Derek

ol that
he can take it to the next and the kids
believe him.”

in




Fremont Ross (1-0) at Toledo
Central Catholic (1-0)

Last week: Ross 35, Perrys-
burg 17; Toledo Central Catholic
10, etroit Catholic Central 7.

Game notes: Ross allowed 14
second-quarter {)omts but only
three the rest of last week's con-
test. Running back Bryan Burel
provided coach Derek Kidwell
with a supplement to his passing

ame, rus for two scores.
e Little Giant offensive line
kept quarterback Aaron Opelt’s
i;rsey clean and could prove to
the team’s biggest strength
this year. Kory Decker scored a
defensive touchdown for Ross.
TCC defeated Ross 23-0 in the Lit-
tle Giants’ first game last season.

HIGH SCHOUL FOOTBALL: FREMONT ROSS 20, TOLEDO CENTRAL CATHOLIC14

Big plays give Little Giants win

o lbrtheﬂmtimhto\l'yunlna 20-14. Blair Ellenberger
ROSS n0W2 O mn where Ross ::pissedtheem'apomtonabad
beat Central S e . e el beck ik
o

4 i 2 "llt’s a sad someone has 30 seconds left and started mov-

RrEtlimein piassesie iy xi beonol uosie hws

momewudnwnlorawhlle, to Xavier Graciani, who lateraled

fOUf years and now it’s our turntobe up.” it back to Sanzenbacher. Opelt

It was third-and-12 for the Lit- was in on defense for that play.

By VINCE GUERRIERI tle Giants, pinned back in their “He’s our best athlete,” Kidwell

Sports Editor own territory with 3:45 left. A

TOLEDO — In the last four Swarm of defenders were
minutes of the fourth quarter, it

ted Ryan
Opelt who camé s with twe pia  threw theball tohimintriplecov- the 10 yard ine.
plays, one which ultimately put e for the first down. Itwasmy first hitinaoouple

the thtlle Giants ahead of Toledo sacked,” said reg
Central Catholic: and one that D,mpg,y “We have to play the
preserved the win. whole play.”

The Little Giants start the sea-  The first down set up a touch- seeonds
son 2-0 by beating the Irish, 20-14, down by Bryan Burel to put Ross

gﬁ “We wanted him on the
- Opelt tackled Sanzenbacher
and threw him out of bounds at
ecantthlnkwehavehlm ::ﬁem and I loved it,” Opelt

The tackle saved a score but
Centralhadaﬂrstdownwithzo

Iwmiedwehadthree

more feet of sidelines,” Dempsey
Ottney 's muffed hold loomed

we lose the e, it’s my
fmlx'lt hesaidhaeu%:ung‘,httohun

A pass fell incomplete, and tude.
Sanzenbacher

tucked the ball un-

der his arm and gained five
yards. The Irish couldn’t line up

o sotir Py and e ot

ea 01 of Cen-

tral lans in stunned silence as
stormed the field.

1'he victory was the first one

against the Insh for this year’s

senior class. Overall, Ross is now

127 in the series, started in 1977,

Kidwell said Opelt made good

decisions in last week’ ﬁts-ll;;lc

tory over Perrysburg, to

improve his footwoork, which he

did this week. Last week’s victo-

ry relied more on ﬂ:em u?eil

ants’ running game,

was once again Ross’s leading

scorer, with two touchdowns.
Kidwell also commended his

team for its never-say-die atti-

“One thing we don’t have to
work on is our heart,” he said.

Opeltsmdtheteamlsonthe
way to meeting one of its goals;
Ross is now one game away from
winning its first three

Next week is the Little Giants’
home opener, against Tiffin
Columbian on Friday. Clyde beat
Columbian 7-0.

At the end of the game, some
pla tried to douse Kidwell
with a cooler full of water.

“Don’t do that,” he said. “We're
supposedtowmfrommwon



Football
High School

Ross 20, Toledo C.C. 14
Ross 0 0 7 13 —20
Toledo C.C. 0 7 0 7-—14
SCORING SUMMARY
Second Quarter
CC Chris Willis, 6 yard run (Brodie
Wagoner PAT good)
Third Quarter
FR Bryan Burel, 5 yard run (Blair El-
lenberger PAT good)
Fourth Quarter
CC Kevin Jansen 41-yard pass to Willis

(Wagoner PAT good)
FR Aaron Opelt 66-yard run (Ellen-

berger PAT good)

FR Bryan Burel 2-yard run (Ellenberg-
er PAT no good)

Records:

Ross 2-0, Central 1-1




HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: TIFFIN COLUMBIAN 21, FREMONT ROSS 7

Columbian makes blg plays Ross doesn’t

Touchdown off
fumble recovery
to start second
half proves
costly

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor
The opening kickoff by
Fremont Ross of Friday
mght’s game against Tiffin
lumblan ed out of
%agxg the Torna-
does the on their own
35-yard line,

The kickoff that opened
the second half was even
worse for the Little Giants,

Cori Clayton fumbled the
kickoff, allowing
Columbian’s Joe Irving to
recover on Ross’s 24-yard
line and run it in for a

touchdown,

The score put the Torna-

does up 21-7, the final score * |

of a game that saw the pub-
lic address system break
and wide receiver/punter
Paul Hershey leave the
gamewithanaircastonhis
T i

ey ‘outpla: you
tonight,” Little Giants coach
Derek Kidwell told his team
after the game. “They want-
edit more.

Ross fell to 2-1 on the sea-
son, while Tiffin Columbian
improved to 2-1. Although
the Little Giants hold the se-
ries edge, 32-16, this is the
Tornadoes’ sixth straight
win dating back to 1994

Ross had twice the num-
ber of first downs Columbian
‘had (18-8), and more total

R At e oo
'S recovery

for a touchdown ha
for the Tornadoes
the Little Giants.

“We moved the ball
S o sk couant pt

“We just couldn’ i
in the end zone.”

Sophomore Jake Peacock

, e rew
Ardner, whe
last week's 7-0 loss against
Clyde. Peacock threw for 143
yards and two touchdowns.

not for

0 was injured in to

/Diane Cebula

News-Messenger,
ROSS QUARTERBACK AARON Opelt breaks through an attempted tackle by Columbian senior Mike Johnson in the first quar-
ter of Friday's game. Ross got its first loss of the season, 21-7.

“They rallied behind
Jake,” said Columbian
Gilbert.

In last week’s game,
Clyde s Matt Guhn scored
touchdown against

Col ian, and the Torna-
does were hit with a cold
dose of reality after drub-
w:ﬁc Toledo Whitmer the

“We Imew coming in we
were a good football team,”
Gilbert said “We just had

regroup.”

Ross went into halftime
down 14-7. They faced a
similar situation against

Toledo Central Catholic last
week, down 7-0 at the half.
The Little Giants came
back at the end of that
game to win, but the touch-
down Columbian scored to
begin the second half shift-
ed momentum, and set the
tone for the rest of the
game, Kidwell said.

The crowd, raucous for
the undefeated Little Gi-
ants’ home opener, stilled
after Irving’s touchdown.

“We wanted to take the
crowd out of the game and
that third touchdown did
it,” Gilbert said.

The third quarter saw
Ross’s mistakes get worse.
Kidwell said the young de-
fensive backs didn’t bel
in the system and started to
stiffen,

“It’s easier to play de-
fense when you're one
touchdown down,” he said.

Starting ing back
Bryan Burel was called for
a personal foul and thrown
out of the game. According
to Ohio High School Athlet-
ic Association rules, he will
also sit out next week’s
game against two-time de-

ending state champions

Cleveland Benedictine, a
team that has had Ross’s
number. In 11 matchups,
the Little Giants have won
just one.

“It ain’t gonna get any
easier,” Kidwell said.

Quarterback Aaron
Opelt passed for 146 yards
and ran for another 83.

Kyle Cook had three
rushes for 52 yards.

“Kyle’s one of our better
football players,” Kidwell
said, “We've got to get him
the ball more.”




Foothall
High School

Columbian 21, Ross 7
Columblan 7 7 7 0 — 21
Ross 0 7 00 — 7

SCORING SUMMARY

First quarter
Columbian — Moore (Peacock pass),
93 yards (PAT good)

Second

nd quarter
Ross — Boukissen (Opelt pass), 5
yards (Ellenberger PAT good)
Columbian — Moore (Peacock pass),
5 yards (PAT good)

Third quarter
Columbian — Joe Irving recovery of
' Ross fumble, 26 yards (PAT good)

TEAM STATI:TI:O 3
PUSLAOWNS........coiicon 18 8
Rushes-yards.......38-189 30-127
Passing-yards ... 13-143 5-146
Totalyards................ 332 273
Comp-att-int...13-23-143  5-13-146
Fumbles-lost .............2-2 2-0

ies-yards ....... 5-40 4-30
STATISTICS

PASSING: R — Opelt, 5-146, C —
Peacock, 5-146

Rushing: R — Burel, 14-58; Cook, 3-52;
Johnson -4-1; Opeit, 20-83. C — Moore,
7-36; Perkins, 1-2, Bishop, 1-5; Bentz 1-(-

i e O ton S S
1-21; w 1-5 (TD); Abbott, 4-41:
Cook 1-20; Miller 1-15: Hall 2-17. C —
Moore, 2-103; Krupp, 1-3; Klgy. 2-40




HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: CLEVELAND BENEDICTINE 31, FREMONT R0SS 0

No positives in drubbing

Offense stalls,
defense wilts
and Kidwell
said he got
outcoached

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor

Nothing went right for
Fremont Ross in its game
against Cleveland Benedic-
tine,

The offense was anemic
the defense was exhausted
and the team was unpre-
pared in their 31-0 home
shutout against the Bengals,
said Little Giants coach
Derek Kidwell.

“I take total blame for
this loss,” Kidwell said.
“We've got to better.
We'll have t:rgo ack to the
drawing board.”

It’s Benedictine’s seventh
strai%ht win against Ross.
The Bengals are now 12-1
all-time against the Little
Giants.

Benedictine came into the
game 1-2, with their sec-
ondary breaking down in
losses to (Pittsburgh) Gate-
way and Mentor Lake
Catholic, and letting up in
laus; week’s win against Eu-

clid.

But the Bengals also had
running  back Jahmal
Brown, who had 58 carries,
455 yards and eight touch-
downs coming into this

game,
Kidwell said Ross knew
Benedictine’s  offensive
plan: give it to Brown, And
the Giants still couldn’t stop
him, Brown gained 160
a'grds and scored two touch-

WNS.

Tailback Troy Huddleston
started as quarterback. He
threw for 27 yards on three
completions and ran for an-
other 84, including one
touchdown.

“We're making a lot of

uarterbacks look good in
their first start,” Kidwell
said sardonically.

Last week, sophomore
Jake Peacock, making his
first start under center for
Tiffin Columbian, threw for

143 yards and two touch-
downs in a 21-7 win.

The Benedictine offense
ran a total of 79 plays, all
but five rushing, and con-
trolled the ball and the
clock. Kidwell said when
the defense was out on the
field that much, could-
n't hold down ine’s

running game,

Brown broke off a 39-
yard run to score at the end
of the first half, and scored
again at the end of the sec-
ond half to go into the lock-
er room with a 14-0 lead.
Chris Austin ran in another

the third qu';“rtdwera{o put :ge

Bex'nﬁ;a;s up 21-0.

“That’s definitely our
strength,” said Benedictine
coach Art Bortnick of the
team’s ground game.On a
first-and-22 pla}\gr in the
fourth quarter, Huddleston
ran 54 yards for a touch-
down, putting the Bengals
up 28-0 and starting the ex-

us of Ross fans.

Bortnick said even with a
lead that big, it didn’t feel
like a decisive win,

“Fremont is such an ex-
mosive team, you never

ve much security,” he
said. “I iddn’t feel confident
until the clock ran down.”

Alex Steigerwald kicked

a field goal with 1:07 left to
put the Bengals up 31-0. In
the last series of the game,
Ryan Ottney took some
snaps, Kidwell said it didn’t
Rashes Opch wil pay e
n y quar-
terback next wi&og% at home
against Reynoldsburg.
The offense managed 274
ards, but Opelt threw two
terceptions and fumbled
once. That fumble was re-
covered, but another fum-
ble by Kyle Cook was re-
covered by the Bengals, set-
ting up their third score of
the game.
Kidwell said the offense

couldn’t get in any rhythm,

News-Messenger/Diane Cebula

FREMONT ROSS DEFENDERS pile on Cleveland Benedictine running back Jahmal Brown during the first half of Friday’s game.
Brown pounded the Little Giants defense for 160 yards and two touchdowns in a 31-0 whitewashing.

and seemed to break down
at various points through-
out the game, blocking and
running routes.

“Offensively, we laid a
big fat egg,” Kidwell said.

Cook started as running
back in place of Bryan Bu-
rel, who had to sit out this
game after getting ejected
from last week’s game. Kid-
well said Burel will be play
next week.

Wide receiver/defensive
back Paul Hershey as also
absent from this game, due
to a broken wrist. Kidwell
said he'd be out another 34
weeks.




Cleveland Benedictine 31,

Fremont Ross 0

Benedictine 7 7 7 10 — 3

Ross 0 0 0 0 -0
SCORING SUMMARY

First quarter
B — Jahmal Brown 39-yard run (Alox
Stoigorwald PAT good), 0:55.

B — Brown 7-ynr§ run (Steigerwald
PAT good), 0: 24

— Chrig Mn 4-yard run (Steiger-

wllﬂ PAT good), 6:01
Fourth quarter
— Troy Huddleston 54-yard run
(m PAT good), 5:27
e stangrcs
Firstdowns.............c..... m 0
Rushes-yards......... 67-339 19-71
Passes-yards ............. 327 10-134
Totalyards...........c.cns 366 205
Comp-Att-Int ............. 3-5-1 10-29-2
Fumbles-lost ................ 21 Sk LS
PUNMS-AVG. ....ovviraninns 4-47 4418
Penalties-yards .......... 4-45 1-5
STATISTICS

Rushing: B — Brown 33-160 (2 TDs),
Austin, 17-75 (1 TD), Valentineo 5-17,
Harris 1-3, Huddleston 11-84 (1 TD)
Ross — coono-zo Brindley 1+(-4), John-
son 1-0, Omny1-24,090n7-31

- Huddleston 3-5 (1 INT),

27, n‘or;{omno-zmm.mz Ot-

: B — Amidon 2-22, Prince 1-

5; Ross — Cook 1-2, Abbot 3-23, Clayton

1-35, Boukissen 1-4; Sponoon 21, Ot-
tney 3-48




Reynoldsburg at Fremont Ross (2-2)
Overview: The Little Giants have
nothing to be ashamed of with a loss to
vaunted Cleveland Benedictine last
week but would like to return to the
strong play that enabled them to jump
to a 2-0 start. Ross struggled to get any-
thing going offensively and failed to put
any points on the board against Bene-
dictine after having the Bengals on the
g)&:ﬂ ai:d the fouxl'th quarthear last seasoni
Reynoldsburg have never me
on the gridiron. Ross allowed 20 first
downs while mana only eight of its
own last week. It allowed 339 rush-
yards but won’t have to contend with
a tailback the likes of Jahmal Brown
this week, That means the Little Giants
defense ought to have more luck gett
the opposition offense off the field
its own offense led by versatile quarter-
back Aaron Opelt on it.



HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL:REYNOLDSBURG 27, FREMONT ROSS 7

Offense continues to falter

Kidwell baffled,
frustrated by
lack of heart
from players

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor

Fremont Ross went into
the fourth quarter with a
oRr;;-npolidnstb lead  over

oldsburg.

Neither ofgense had
duced much. Penalties
were costly for the Raiders,
costing them a touchdown,
while the Little Giants
failed to convert on two oc-
casions at fourth-and-1. In
the third quarter, Ross
couldn’t punch the ball in
with four chances from the
three-yard line,

In the fourth quarter, one
team finally exploded, scor-
ing three touchdowns to
turn a tight game into a
blowout. G

It wasn’t Ross.

The Little Giants’ offense
sputtered once again before
a home crowd, while
Reynoldsburg ' ran
roughshod over Ross on the
way to a 27-7 victory.

“I've never been as frus-
trated or baffled as I am
with this football team,”
said Little Giants coach
Derek Kidwell.

After a strong 2-0 start on
the road, including the first
win over Toledo Central
Catholic in four ﬁm, Ross
has lost its t three

ames, all at home, The of-
ense, which put up 55
ints in wins over Perrys-
urg and Central, has man-
aged just two touchdowns
over this homestand.

Kidwell said the team
had the talent to win, but
not the heart.

“We seem to keep shoot-
ing ourselves in the foot,”
he said.

The first quarter began
with four straight three-

and-outs by Ross and
Reynoldsburg. Then Ross
ot three straight first
to start a seven-play
drive culminating in Aaron
Opelt’s touchdown pass to
Kyle Cook. Kirt Munson’s
extra point made it 7-0 Ross.
C 0 ‘c"liyim“& qcepmed
ori on inter
Raiders ck Lance

quarterba
Lasker, setting up first-and-
g:e for thelé.si;tle Giants at
Reynoldsburg 33. But at
fourth-and-one on ' the
Raiders’ 14-yard line, Ross
co:lftdn’t;g;nl\:e&m

er 0| went
three-and-out, Ross got the
ball back. Again, on fourth-
and-one, the Little Giants
failed to convert, and
turned the ball over on
downs. The Raiders then
drove and scored, but

missed the extra point.
m‘ﬁ"‘&fé‘n‘{" s to Bill

pass to

ukissen set up first-and-
gu('::.l on the 3-yard line, but
Little Giants got no
points. The score stayed 7-6
until the fourth quarter,
when Austin Wallace ran 55
yards to set up an Armand
Robinson . Quar-
terback Lance Lasker ran

in the two-point conversion. .

Ross was set to go three-
and-out, but a ing the
kicker call  against
Reynoldsburg gave the Lit-
tle Giants a new set of
downs. Ross lost nine yards
on the new set of downs and
Fo comie, Lot

om e, er
ran 79 yards for a touch-

Lasker ran in anoth-
er touchdown less than

three minutes later, diving |
over the goal line and earn- |
ing an unsportsmanlike |

conduct ty.

“In the second half, we
wei'xu'eh;b s:?dget our offense
rolling,” Reynoldsburg
coach Woody Underwood.

See OFFENSE, B2

News-Messenger/Ken Dumminger
FREMONT ROSS RUNNING back Bryan Burel runs against Reynoldsburg during Friday's game.
Burel finished with 10 carries and 44 yards in the Little Giants loss.




Offense continues to falter for Ros

- Continued From B1

Underwood was particularly proud of
his short-yard defepn?t:t y?ro
sa;“:l‘hat kept us in the ballgame,” he

_ He also had praise for his offensive
line, and said runners found cut-back
lanes more in the second half.

Kidwell had no praise for his team.

“We're a team for identity,”
he §aid. . for leadership. I
tvi’!;l!ll’t’knowwhenwe’ll find it or if we

Ny

But Kidwell did say that he wasn't’
giving up on a season that started with
so much promise. He noted that conf "5
ence play starts next week at ho
against Napoleon, giving somewhat qu
a fresh start. b

Kidwell noted that team, for all in-"
tents and purposes, has had no home-
field advantage. With only two touch--
downs scored in the past three weeks,"
fag:)s haven’t had a lot of things to cheer::
about. :

“We don’t allow our fans to get into/

the game,” he said. 76lo

1.




Footbhall
High School

Reynoldsburg 27, Ross 7
Reynoldsburg 0 6 0 21 —27
Ross 7 0 0 0—7
SCORING SUMMARY
First Quarter
Fremont Ross — Kyle Cook, 25 yards
(Aaron Opelt pass), Kirt Munson PAT

Second Quarter
Reynoldsburg — Lance Lasker, 4-yard
run, John Simon PAT blocked
Fourth Quarter
R — Armand Robinson, 6 yards
(Lasker pass), Lasker two-point conver-
sion good
R — Lasker, 79-yard run, Simon PAT

no good
R — Lasker, 46-yard run, Simon PAT
good
TEAM STATISTICS
Ross Reynidsbrg
Passingyards............ 220 79
Comp-Att-int ....... 15-25-2 5-15-1
Rushing yards ........... 105 331
Total yards................. 325 410
Firstdowns.................. 14 14
Fumbles-lost .............. 4-0 2-1 |
Punt-avg. .............. 6-43.3 5-42.4
Penalties-yards ........ 4-40 - 7-60
IDIVIDUAL STATISTICS |

PASSING: Reynoldsburg — Lasker, 5-
15, 79 yards, Ross — Opelt, 11-19, 132
yar'g:. 1 TD; Ryan Ottriey 4-6, 88 yards,
1INT.

RUSHING: Reynoldsburg — Lasker,
17-197, two TDs; Austin Wallace, 8-87;
Christian Taylor, 1-6; Evan Crawford, 1-7.
Ross — Kameron Allicock, 1-(-4); Kyle
Cook, 2-15; Bryan Burel, 10-44; Opelt, 10-
33; Durand Robertson, 3-11; Ottney, 1-5.

RECEIVING: Reynoldsburg — Evan
Crawford, 4-73; Armand Robinson, 1-6 (1
TD). Ross — Ottney, 3-28; Cori Clayton,
3-65; Bill Boukissen, 4-75; Cook, 3-47 (1
TD); Ryan Croudup, 1-9; Robertson, 1-8,
Burel, 1-9.




Napoleon (5-0) at Ross (2-3)
Overview: Napoleon is ranked
first in the Division III Region 10
AP computer ratings this week.
Napoleon marks the fourth of
four consecutive home games
for Fremont Ross. The Little Gi-
ants lost the first three by a
fv‘;nmnt::nnget‘i) sig?i':s tof 79-14 after
i e two games on
the road. Kyle Cook caught a 25-
yard touchdown pass from
: y-
ton had three catches for 65
yards and Billy Boukissen added
four for 75 as t amassed 220
yards through the air. The Little
Giants scored first but failed to
get on the board agains and
Reynoldsburg scored 21 fourth-
quarter points. Napoleon also
marks the beginning of the
Greater Buckeye Conference
schedule for Ross. Napoleon is
coming off a 38-14 victory over
Hamilton Ross. The game marks
the 1,000th for Fremont Ross in

its history.




HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: NAPOLEON 38, FREMONT ROSS 27

it

News-Messenger/Diane Cebula

ROSS’S KYLE COOK fumbles during the first quarter of Friday’s game against Napoleon. The Wildcats recovered the ball and scored a touchdown on their way

to a 38-27 win.

Getting better, but still a loss

Coach Derek
Kidwell said he
was proud of
effort

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor

Ross  football coach
Derek Kidwell said he was
pleased with his team’s ef-
fort this week against
Napoleon in the Greater
Buckeye Conference open-
er for both teams,

The result left a little to
be desired.

The Little Giants lost
their fourth straight game,
38-27, due to some key er-
rors and penalties, but the
offense appeared rejuve-
nated and the team showed
miles and miles of heart.

“The effort was there,”
he said.

Last week after Ross car-

ried a one-point lead into
the fourth quarter, only to
lose 27-7 to Reynoldsburg,
Kidwell expressed his frus-
tration by a team that has
the talent to compete with
anyone, but seemed to lack
the intensity.

The Little Giants rose to
the occasion this week.

Napoleon opened up an
air game against Ross, as
quarterbac Brandon
Cramer passed on the Wild-
cats’ first four plays from
crimg:fe, gaining 49
yards and four straight first
dow'u'fx}mg back Brad

Ri a ra
Weaver was taking it slow
due to injury. Wildcats
coach John Snoad said his
game plan included passes
or the first two plays.

“After that, we were go-
ing to see what we could
do,” he said.

The Little Giants’ de-
fense included a six-man
front anticipating a run-

ning game, and Cramer
seemed to pass at will,
throwing for two touch-
downs in 28 seconds at the
end of the first quarter.

“We didn’t think the quar-
terback would make the

ys he made,” Kidwell said.

But Ross_battled back,
despite Kyle Cook fumbling
from the second play of
scrimmage to begin the
second quarter. Aaron
Opelt connected with Ryan
Ottney for a 51-yard touch-
down pass in the second
quarter. Blair Ellenberger’s
extra point was no good.

Three minutes later, Nick
Wagner scored on a 24-yard
pass from Cramer, putting
the Wildcats up 21-6.

After a 23-yard kickoff
return by Cook, he scored
on a 30-yard pass from
Opelt; who hit Kirt Munson
for a two-point conversion.

Snoad said his game plan
for Opelt wasn’t to get into
the backfield and pressure

him, but to contain him. He
heard great things about
the senior with a cannon
arm, and in this game, it
was more than hyperbole.

“Opelt lived up to it,”
Snoad said.

The Ross defense held
Napoleon, who punted. On
the first play from scrim-
mage, Opelt again found
Ottney, this time for a 61-
yard touchdown. Ellen-
bﬁ;ﬁer’s extra point was

good.
Snoad said the Wildcats
might have let up a little
with a 14-point lead, and his
thoughts were crystallized
after Ross tied up the

game.
“Uh-oh,” he thought.
Napoleon went three and
out, but the Ross punt re-
turn team couldn’t hold on
to the ball, giving Napoleon
first and 10 from the Ross
25, Cramer hit Brian Hum-
mer for an 11-yard touch-
down pass, and once again,

Ross went into the locker
room down a touchdown at
halftime.

“It puts you behind the
eight-ball,” Kidwell said.
“Once they score, it’s tough
to get the kids back emo-
tionally.”

In the second half,
Napoleon switched gears
and relied on the running
game to eat up the clock.

“They had us right where
they wanted us,” Kidwell

said.

Opelt hit Cook for a
touchdown pass, but the ex-
tra point failed, pulling
Ross within one point, 28-27.

Napoleon answered with
a 10-yard touchdown run by
Adam Miller, and ended the
third quarter up 35-27.

The Wildcats ate up
nearly eight minutes in the
fourth quarter with a me-
thodical 58-yard drive and
kicked a field goal, putting
away any chance for a Ross
comeback.




High School

Nlpobonu,anonthz'l
14 14 7 3-38
llou 021 6 027
Scoring
First quarter

Napoleon — Elliot Vocke (Brandon
Cramc'r asea-yud pass) Will Gilson PAT

N — Brian Hummer (Cramer 19-yard
pass) Gilson PAT good, 1:08
Second quarter

Ross — Ryan Ottney (Aaron Opelt 51-

ylrd pass) Blair Ellenberger PAT no good,

N — Nick Wagner (Cramer 24-yard
pass) Gilson PAT good, 6:53

| R = Kyle Cook (Opelt 30-yard pass),

Mgmon (Opelt pass) 2-point conversion,

R— (Openm ym!puo).
WT (C 11-yard )
mer mnor \
GlloonPATgood 0:07 e

R — Cook (Opdt 4-yard pass), Ellen-

berger PAT no good
N — Adam Miller 10-yard run, Gilson
PAT good, 2:41,
Fourth quarter
N — Gilson field mcl. 3:52
Team statistics
R N
Running yards.................... 94 175
Passing yards ................. 266 189
L IRt PR 360 364
Comp-att-int............... 14-33-0 13-23-0
Fumbles-lost..................... 341 “g
Punts-avg. ..........cc.coveurs 2-36
Firstdowns...............ccccounniene 7 10

v Ross

Receiving — Cook, 6-75, two touch-
downs; Bill Boukissen, 3-13; Travis Miller,
1-5; Mike Abbott, 1-13; Rob Hall, 1-10; Ot-
tney, 3-141, two touchdowns
ﬂ;udng ~— Opelt, 14-33, 266 yards, 4

R — Burel 10-40; Opelt, 5-53;
Dun"l.\:?obomon. 2-(-1); Cook, 1-2;
Devin Johnson 1-2

Napoleon
- Matt Crandall, 1-11; Hum-
M. 3'38. 1 TD: M“"'o 2'19; Vm. &501
1 TD; Eric Schwab, 1-11; Mark Vajen, 1-
24, Andy Wolf, 2-22
Pudng—Cumor. 13-23, 189 yards,
47TDs
Rushing — Cramer, 12-44, Lucas
Oberhaus, 1-3; Schwab, 2-5; Clayton
Mmrig-1o ; Weaver, 25-11; Adam Miller,
+1-10, J




Fremont Ross (2-4, 0-1)

at Lima Senior (1-5, 0-1)
Overview: Ross leads the all-time se-
ries 4-0. Ross quarterback Aaron Opelt
had his best game of the season in a loss
to Napoleon that opened Greater Buck-
hanlfmgl;stweek.M'lbemle
1 second-quarter
ints but were outscored 28-21 in the
half. They allowed only 10 second-
half po ;ntsabtuftwa':&Mredlo-GOpetl;

threw 1- 61- SCo
andao-amri-ngmpsssestomh

Colg ofa 266-yard
had six catches for 75 yards
Ottney had three for 141. Opelt also
ran for hal on five carries. Brad
148 yards on the ground for
Napoleon and Brandon Cramer matched

Opelt with four scoring passes. Findlay
defeatedLimaSemormlastweek



HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: FREMONT ROSS 42, LIMA SENIOR 12

Opelt unleashes win

By RYAN AUTULLO
News-Messenger correspondent

LIMA - The cold tempera-
ture Friday night had an ap-
parent effect on the Fremont
Ross receivers, who dropped
several passes early against Li-
ma Senior. :

So it’s quite ironic that the
biggest play of the Little Gi-
ants’ 42-12 victory came from a
player making his first catch of
the season.

Ross’s Kory Decker pulled in
a spectacular 17-yard pass
from Aaron Opelt as time ex-
pired in the second quarter,
capping an 80-yard drive to

ive the Little Giants a 14-12
ead entering halftime,

“It was a good
play,” Ross coach Derek Kid-
well said. “We had him going
straight up the field on a seam
route, it wasn’t there, so he
broke it off.”

Ross, which improved to 2-5
overall and 1-1 in the Greater
Buckeye Conference in snap-
ping their four-game losing
streak, has given up four
touchdowns before the half this
year, according to Kidwell.
Decker’s score was an obvious
momentum booster as the Lit-
tle Giants dominated the sec-
ond half, scoring four times
while shutting out the Spar-
tans

“They just sent me in the
corner of the end zone and the
guy kind of got off me a little

it,” said Decker, who also
scored a defensive touchdown
in a season-opening win over
Perrysburg. “It was a great
pass, so I could aﬁo up and Ee—
it. I think it really helped
cause it put us on top going in-
to half.”

It was 23-0f-36 for — wait
for it — 350 yards, including
five touchdowns. He ran nine
times for 54 yards. Kyle Cook
was Opelt’s main target, catch-
" ing 10 passes for 144 yards and
a score. Running back Bryan
Burel had 106 yards and a score
on 20 carries.

Ross got the ball to start the
third quarter and immediately
went m work. Opelt scrambled
for 18 yards to put the Little Gi-
ants at Lima’s 29-yard line. Six
Flays later, Opelt eluded de-
enders and connected with
Cook, who broke off his in-
tendedroute. to put Ross up 21-

“In the second half we
came out and all kicked it
third gear,” Opelt said. “We
came in here, talked about

what we had to do and we went
out the second half and got it

done.”

Lima caught a break on
Ross’s next e when Cook
fumbled and Matt Elston recov-
ered. But they failed to capital-
ize when Shawn Eisenman
missed a 30-yard field goal try.
The Little Giants took over pos-
session, eventually scoring on a
1-yard run by Burel. Opelt ex-
tended the drive on third-and-8

when he raced to his right be-
fore across the field to
a flat-footed Cook for a 42 yard

gain,

“You can’t defend him with
some of the things he does,”
Kidwell said. “You can blitz,

ou can have people spying

im, but he’s so athletic.”

e Spartans, who fell to 1-6,
constant pressure on Opelt
only registered one sack

because of excellent blocking

News Messenger/Ken Dumminger
AARON OPELT looks up field as he scrambles with the ball. Opelt's arm, however, was most impressive in
a victory over Lima Senior on Friday. Opelt threw for 350 yards and five touchdowns.

by the Ross line and Opelt’s un-
canny elusiveness.

“He’s a great player,” said
Lima coach Rick Vaughn, “We
didn’t do anything wrong, but
he made some nice plays and a
few lucky plays. We can’t cov-
er guys for a long period of
time, We just didn’t really get
there, but that’s because of
mobility.”

See OPELT, B2




Opelt posts remarkable day

Continued from B1

Opelt and Ryan Ottney put Ross up 35-
12 when they hooked up for a 66-yard

strike with 6:15 left in the game. Ross’s
Jared King recovered the kick-
off and Opelt hit Cori Clayton four plays
later for a 30-yard score. Clayton, who
also scored the Little Giants’ first touch-
down of the game, was hit hard at about
the 10-yard line but stayed on his feet.

Opelt did much of the same Friday,
breaking several tackles and making de-
fenders who attempted to wrap him up
look foolish:

“He can do just about anything,”
Decker said. “So many times he looked
like he was going down, then he just
made a play. He probably could have
thrown for more if our receivers could
have caught a couple balls, but I think
he’ll live with what he had.”

High School Boys

Ross 42, Lima Senior 1

Ross 0 14 7 2¢ — 42

LimaSenior 6 6 0 0 — 12
Team Statistics

...73-535
Penalties-yards................. 8-88 15

21:57
Individual Statistics
Passing: Ross — Opelt 23-36-350,
Cook 0-1-0; Lima - Williams 1-5-58
Rushing: Ross — Burel 20-106, Opelt 9-
54, Johnson 3-11, Cook 2-9; Lima - Allen
18-73, Williams 7-25, Allison 7-22, Keith
3-9
Receiving: Ross —~ Cook 10-144, Clay-
ton 5-71, Ottney 3-75, Atbouz-& I.knl
-Im1-58
Records: Ross 2-5; Lima 1-6




Findlay (6-1, 2-0) at Fremont Ross
(3-4, 141 )

Overview: Ross leads the all-time se-
ries 50-29-3. Findlay amassed 23 first
downs and gained 241 yards on the
Fround in a win over Marion Hardin
ast week. It had 412 yards of total of-
fense, Quarterback Aaron Opelt helped
the Little Giants even their Greater
Buckeye Conference record with his
best game of the season in a victory
over Lima Senior. Opelt threw for 350
yards and five touchdowns and added 54
rushing yards on nine carries. He com-
pleted 23-0f-37 passes with no intercep-
tions. Ross lost one fumble and punted
only twice, scoring 14 points in the sec-
ondy quarter and 21 in the fourth. Ross
scored just before the half, something
the opposition had made a habit of ear-
lier in the season, and shut Lima out in
the second half. The Little Giants accu-
mulated 22 first downs while allowing
10. They had 535 yards of total offense.
Bryan Burel had 106 of Ross’s 185 rush-
ing yards. Kyle Cook had 10 catches for
144 yards, Cori Clayton had five for 71,
Ryan Ottney had three for 75 and Mike
Abbott two for 36.



HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: FINDLAY 84, FREMIONT ROSS 27

Home tough on Ross

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

Aaron Opelt of Fremont
Ross remained on the turf fol-
lowing a punishing hit from
Findlay’s Luke Wiler with the
Little Giants trailing by 21 in

_the second quarter Friday.

The Trojans obviously had
momentum and only 14 sec-
onds remained before the half,

But Ryan Ottney is not your
average backup quarterback.
The junior took one snap be-
hind center and hooked up with
Kirt Munson for a 45-yard
touchdown strike, The Little Gi-
ants proceeded to outscore
Findlay in the second half but
couldn’t come all the way back
in a 34-27 Greater Buckeye Con-
ference setback.

“He’d start anywhere else in
Northwest Ohio,” Little Giant
coach Derek Kidwell said of Ot-
tney. “He has a lot of poise. I
have all the confidence in the
world in Ryan Ottney.”

Ottney said he was ready for
the call,

“Coach just said go out and
finish the job,” he said. “I just fol-
lowed my guy and he caught it.”

Ottney, who added a rushing
touchdown in the third quarter,
hit Munson over the shoulder in
stride streaking into the end
zone to cut the deficit to 27-12 at
the half.

Kidwell said that when train-
ers tried to help Opelt off with
his pads at the half, he gave a
quizzical look, as if to suggest
he would be finishing his
home game on the field. He re-
turned and completed 23-of-36
passes to eight different re-
ceivers for 311 yards.

“He is a premier quarter-
back,” said Findlay coach Cliff
Hite. “He didn’t let anybody
down in this stadium. He’s the
real deal. We’ll see him playing
on Saturdays. I'd rank him up
with the best we’ve had in this
league. I'm glad he’s a senior.”

Hite coachéd Ben Roethlis-
berger of the Steelers in high
school. Findlay is 7-1 and 3-0 in
the GBC.

The loss means Ross failed to
win a game at home in Don Paul
Stadium’s inaugural season.

“I'm sorry the seniors didn’t
win a football game at home,”
Kidwell said. “We were 0-5. I

don’t have the answer. It’s baf-
fling to me. You don’t doubt the
effort. It’s the mental lapses
and turnovers at critical points.
It’s a shame we couldn’t pull
one out at home.”

Hite was impressed with the
stadium,

“When they’re done it will be
the best football facility in
Northern Ohio,” Hite said. “It’s

ing we ought to consider.”

On two occasions the Little
Giants (3-5, 1-2) recovered a
fumble and then turned the ball
over on the very next play. Find-
lay also recovered an onside

News Messenger/Ken Dumminger
THE LITTLE GIANTS'’ Billy Boukissen takes on two Findlay defenders Friday. Boukissen had two catches for
24 yards but the Trojans defeated Fremont Ross in the GBC.

kick and scored on the ensuing
possession for a 20-6 advantage.

“We haven’t held the mo-
mentum all season,” Kidwell
said. “Any time we get a hold of
the momentum, we seem to
give it right back.”

See OTTNEY, B2




Ottney helps keep it close

Continued from B1 - mwmmw@mm

Findla Munson had four for 76, Ottney had four for

y yards to 16
on the ongqmm 60 and Mike Abbott added five for 61. Opelt
%%m' tucking

Little Giants threw 37 times to thought about the ball before zip-

18. g?as-yardseorhgpasstol\bbottm&)e
came off the corners hard,” Kid- and Bm'almwadmthe
"l‘heydi:h‘tcmﬁnem.Welmw gwndhuna out in the fourth.




High School

Findlay 34, Ross 27

Scoring Summary

First quarter
9&— Brandon Walker 32 field goal
'R —Aaron Opelt to Mike Abbott 9 (kick

failed) 6:20
F — Walker 41 field goal1:01

Second

F — Caleb Enright 1 run (Walker kick)

910
Oﬁ&mmgﬁkm:&s
F — Enright 1 run (Walker kick):48
( & — Ryan Ottney to Kirt munson 45
Third ;

quarter
R — Ottney 1 run (Opelt to Abbott con-
version) 7:57

Fourth quarter
F :0 - Schneider 3 run (Walker kick)
'R — Bryan Bural 1 run (Blair Ellen-

berger kick) 6:11

‘ F R
Firstdowns.......c..c....... 21 16
Rushes-yards.......48-243 2145
Passing yards............ 191 an
Att.-Comp.-Int. ....18-11-1 37-24-1
Total yards................ 434 327
Penalties-yards ........ 7-78 5-40
Fumbles-lost .............. 52 0-0

Individual
RUSHING: Findlay — Caleb En
21-126, Chris Schneider 17-79,
Alexander 10-38. Ross — Bryan Burel
1“”9 m M H"‘)o ny.ﬂ m

PABSING Findlay — Chris Schneider
17-11-1 — 191, Ross — Opelt 36-23-1 —
282, Ottney 1-1-0 — 45,

RECEIVING: Findlay — Ryan Sottoway
4-74, Zack Kraus 5-70, Andrew Leddy 2-
47.m—mcms-1oo.mum-
son 4-76, Ryan Ottney 4-60, Mike Abbott
5-61, Cori Clayton 2-11, Paul Hershey 1-

.9 anBumH-?




Fremont Ross (3-5, 1-2)
at Marion Harding (4-4, 2-1)
Overview: Ryan Ottney replaced quar-
terback Aaron Opelt at the end of the first
half of Friday's game and threw a 45-yard
touchdownpasstoill(li&Mmsonwithl«l
but Ross lost 34-27. Opelt returned for the
second half and co 23-0f-36 passes
3%23,‘.” fr'omgpel mthwfﬁgum
pass from t inthe :
Ottney scored on a 1-yard run from be-
hind center with Opelt wide in the
third and Bryan Burel added a 1-yard
scoring run in the fourth. The Little Gi-
ants trailed 27-12 at'the half before
outscoring Findlay 15-7 in the second half.
Ross allowed 243 yards on the ground and
gained only 16 of its own on 21 carries.
Kyle Cook had five catches for 108 yards,
Munson had four for 76, Ottney had four
for 60 and Abbott added five for 61, Bryson
Faggs rushed 20 times for 192 yards and
;hreetmdldowmasMario%Hardhl;otglg:t-
eated previously unbeaten Napoleon
week. He also added a touchdown recep-
tion. Marion gained 296 yards on
the ground and 243 through the air. Ross
leads the all-time series 34-10.



HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: ROSS 27, MARION HARDING 3

Harding
falls hard

By MICHELLE LEPPERT
Gannett News Service

MARION — The Fre-
mont Ross Little Giants
continued their winnig
ways on the road, posting a
27-3 win over Greater Buck-
eye Conference foe Marion
Harding at Harding Stadi-
um on Friday.

The Presidents held Lit-
tle . Giants quarterback
Aaron Opelt to just 6 of 17
passing in the first half.
For the game, Opelt com-
pleted 14-0f-33 for 217 yards
and no touchdowns, well be-
low his season averages.

“Our defense did exactly
what we wanted to do. You
cannot stop a player like
Opelt,” ing head coach
John Brady said. “You can
only contain him. We defi-
nitely did that.”

"Ross dodged an early
bullet when Harding had a
kickoff return for a touch-
down called back on a hold-
ing penalty on the first play
of the game.

The Little Giants held
the Presidents on fourth
and one at the 6 to keep
Harding out of the end zone
on the opening drive,

“Our defense played out-
standing,” Ross coach
Derek Kidwell said. “I think
the key was our three short-
yardage stops. I think that
really set the tempo for us
all night.”

The Presidents faced

fourth and short three
times in the first half and
did not covert any of them.

“Fourth and one was hor-
rible on our part,” Brady
said. “We had another
fourth down opportux(l’l;:r
and I kicked the field goal.
If we had converted any of
the other ones for a first
down, I would have went for
it there.” i

Both teams were hit with
lots of penalties on the
night. ‘Ross was whistled
for 13 infractions for 91
yards, while Harding was
called for seven for 73 yards
in sloppy conditions.

“The officiating was just
terrible,” Brady said.

Ross (4-5 overall, 2-2

GBC) put the first points on '

the board on a 34-yard field
goal by Blair Ellenberger
with just under 7 minutes
left in the half.

Harding (4-5, 2-2) turned
the ball over on downs on
the next series, then caught
a break on a questionable
call by the officials. Opelt
threw what aj to be
an incomplete pass, but the
officials ruled it a lateral
and ing recovered the
ball at the Ross 38. Kidwell
argued the call and Ross
was hit with back-to-back
unsportsmanlike conduct
penalties, giving Harding
the ball at the Ross 7.

Faggs gained six yards
on second down, but Hard-

ing was called for a false
start on third down, moving
the ball back to the five.
Faggs was stuffed on third
down and Brady elected to
kick a field goal. Sopho-
more Tyler Winger con-
verted the 21-yard try, tying
the score going into the

“In the first half we had
s0 many mental mistakes

and pentalties, we were
beating ourselves,” Kidwell
said. “I told them, I think
we've taken one of their
better punches and it’s tied
up 3-3, so let’s go out in the
second half and play Fre-
mont style football, don’t
beat ourselves and let ev-
erything fall where it may.
I'm happy with the results.”

Ross shut down Hard-

Gannett News Service/James Miller
HARDING DEFENDERS Luke Severns (22) and Patrick Jones (87) drag down Fremont Ross's
Bryan Burel (27) on Friday. Burel ran for 124 yards and two touchdowns. ¢

ing’s running game all
night. The Presidents
gained 38 net rushing yards
on the night. Faggs, who
played most of the game
with a hand injury, man-
aged "just 73 yards on 23
carries, well below his sea-
son average as well.

“I'm really disappointed
we couldn’t run the ball on
them,” Brady said.

I e




Footbhall
High School

Fremont Ross 27, Harding 3

Ross 0 3 10 14 — 27
Harding 0 30 0— 3
Scoring Summary
Second Quarter
FR — Blair Ellenberger 34-yard field

goal 6:48

MH — Tyler Winger 21-yard field goal
1.04
Third Quarter
FR — Ellenberger 24-yard field goal
8:50
FR — Bryan Burel 2-yard run (Elle-
berger kick) 3:39
Fourth Quarter
FR. — Burel 9-yard run (Ellenberger
kick) 9:45
FR — Arron Opelt 1-yard run (EHen-
berger kick) ):15

Team Statistics ;

FR MH
Yards rushing.................... 231 38
Yards passing................... 217 118
(e R T TR A 448 156
POGHNG.. . G 1%, 33-14-1  17-6-1
Firstdowns.............coocee.... 24 10
T I R T 4 1
Fumbleslost......................... 1 0

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

Rushing — Fremont Ross, Burel 27-
124, Opelt 11-95. Harding, Bryson Faggs
23-73

Passing — Fremont Ross, Opelt 14-33-
1—217. Harding, C.J. Westler 6-17-1—
118.

Receiving — Fremont Ross, Kyle Cook
6-131. Harding, Phillip Shepherd 3-58,
Bryson Chambers 2-53 *




Fremont Ross (4-5, 2-2)

at Sandusky (3-6, 1-3)

Overview: The Little Giants trail the
all-time series 39-52-8 heading into the
100th matchup. Ross continued t:)v&lay
well on the road with its fourth in
four games in a 27-3 victory over Mari-
on Harding last week. Strangely, the Lit-
tle Giants were 0-5 at home, Harding
managed only one field goal, and Ross
ond hlf Aaron Opelt compieted 1£0(3
0 . n co 14-0f-33
passes for 217 yards. Kyle Cook had six
catches for 131 yards. Bryan Burel ran
for two scores and Opelt added one
touchdown on the ground. The Little Gi-
ants rushed for 231 yards as a team, in-
cluding 124 from Burel and 95 from
Opelt. Ross amassed 448 total yards to
156, and had 24 first downs to 10. Ross

set the tone with an early stand
on fourth-and-1 inside its 10-yard line. In
fact, the Little Giants thwarted Harding
on fourth-and-short three times in the
first half. Harding gained only 38 rush-
- ing yards. Findlay narrowly topped San-
dusky 24-21 last week. Former Ross ath-
lete Jordan Edwards had 199 rushing
yards and two touchdowns on 35 carries
as Sandusky did well to control the
clock. An interception halted Sandusky’s
final drive and the Blue Streaks held
Findlay to only a first-half field goal.



HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: FREMONT ROSS 42, SANDUSKY 20

Giants Cook Streaks

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor

SANDUSKY — After Friday’s
game against Sandusky, the
Fremont Ross locker room was
a somber place.

It was as quiet as a funeral.
Some players had tears in their

eyes,

You'd never think that the Lit-
tle Giants had just beaten the
Blue Streaks for the first time
since 2001, or that they had done
s0 in a resounding fashion.

After the initial euphoria
wore off for Ross’s 42-20 win in
the 100th meeting between the
two teams, seniors looked
around and realized their high
school careers were over.

“They don’t want it to end,”
said coach Derek Kidwell, who
described his emotions as
mixed. “Some of them don’t
want to take their pads off.”

They had seen Ross go 1-19 in
ninth and 10th grades, and saw
Kidwell build up a sense of fam-
ily among the players. Last year,
the Little Giants lost to San-
dusky in a heartbreaker that
cost them a share of the Greater
Buckeye Conference crown.

And this year, a 5-5 finish was
less than they’d hoped for.

“I'd love to be in the playoffs
right now,” said quarterback
Aaron Opelt. “But I don’t regret
anything that happened.”

Ross went undefeated on the
road, but winless at home. The
Little Giants won three of their
last four games, and Kidwell
_wlaas pleased with the strong fin-
ish.

“We just kind of ran out of
time,” he said.

On the opening drive of the
game, the Streaks engineered a
10-play drive culminating in Jor-
dan Edwards diving in from a
yard out, and Sandusky

See GIANTS, B2

News-Messenger/Ken Dumminger
LITTLE GIANT senior Kyle Cook looks for open field in Friday's 42-20 Greater Buckeye Conference victory
over rival Sandusky. Cook scored three touchdowns in the contest.




Giants Cook Streak

Continued From B1

drew first blood. Jeremy Strohm’s kick
failed.

Ross went up five minutes later when
junior Aaron Hinkle recovered a fumble
and ran it in 34 yards after no referee
_whistledthephydead. Blair
er’s extra mt to make it 7-6.

5 take off a big mo-
mentum " Hinkle said.

The Little Giants exploded for 21
points in the second quarter, the first of
which came when Aaron Opelt play-
faked to Bryan Burel and ran 23 yards
for a . After Sandusky’s next
drive stalled, Opelt Burel and Kyle
Cook marched the ball downfield before
Opelt hit Cook for a 14-yard touchdown
pass. Ell had an extra 15 yards
to kick the extra point due to a Ross
- taunting call, but made it.

The two teams combined for 17 penal-
ties for 180 yards.

“I think it was the atmosphere, the
~ emotion of the rivalry,” Kidwell said.

Sandusky coach Jim Bollenbacher
noted that a lot of it was just taunting.

“On the one hand, you want to keep
that down,” he said. “On the other,
you've got to turn the other cheek.” .

Sandusky went three-and-out, allow-
ing Ross to drive a ain and score with

five seconds left in the half. Once again,
it was an Opelt to Cook, this time
from 13 yards out. Kidwell said it was
huge.

“That ha to us so many times,
we knew what it feels like in the locker
room,” he said.

Edwardsscorednndway the
third quarter, Sandusky within

pulling
15, but after Cori Clayton returned the

kickoff 23 yards, Opeltdrove

team downfield, for 36 yards
andpassmgforan five before:
hitting Ottney, whoranzsyardsforam
other touchdown to put Ross up 35-13.

Opelt threw a 1ss to Cook:
— who caught three of It’s four
touchdown passes — in the Ed-
wards returned the kickoff
down to the Little Giants’ 37- line

before Ellenberger down.
On the next play, m« Mark
Feltner hit Terrance Churchwell, whose

“Wg?: ot through the tough

times,” Opelt said. “Twenty years frﬁ.
now, I'll still remember everyone on
team.”

Bollenbacher tried to et his team to'
te the history of the

“I know you feel like crap,
any of you give up the experience,” he
asked his players, some teary-eyed and-
many long-faced. “They played a hell of,
a football game. 'l‘hey t us. You did-_

n’tdo Wro

Cook said he was proud to haw
played for the greatest coaches in
state, and although he won’t be pla
football in the playoffs, he can’t com-
plain about his performance in his lagt

game.
saz‘hisisthewzaly I'd pick to end it,” he
On the way out of the locker room,

Kidwell stopped Hinkle,
“Next year, this game won’t be our

Vince Guerrieri can be reached at
vguerrie@fremont.gannett.com.



A Giant win

News-Messenger/Ken Dumminger

FREMONT ROSS QUARTERBACK Aaron Opelt hugs his father after the Little Giants beat Sandusky 42-20 in
the 100th meeting in the storied rivalry. Opelt threw for three touchdown passes. For complete game cover-
age, see story page B1.



High School

Fremont Ross 42, Sandusky 20|

Ross 721 7 7 — 42

Sandusky 6 0 7 7. — 20
Scoring summary

First quarter
Sandusky — Jordan Edwards 1-yard
, Jeremy Strohm kick failed, 7:20
Aaron Hinkle 34-yard fumble
recovery, Blair Ellenberger PAT, 2:19
: Second quarter

Ross — Aaron Opelt 23-yard run, El-
lenberger kick, 10:14

Ross — Kyle Cook 14-yard run (Opelt
pass), Ellenberger kick, 2:24

Ross — Kyle Cook 13-yard run (Opelt|

?é

quarter )
S — Edwards 1-yard run, Strohm kick,
6:11 .
Ross — Ryan Oftney 23-yard run
(Opelt pass), Ellenberger kick, 4:17
Fourth quarter

8§ — Terrance Churchwell 37-yard run|

4-2
3-30.3

PASSING: Sandusky — Feltner 5-14,
TD. Ross — Cook 0-1; Opelt 17-29, 4
TDs, 1INT

RUSHING: Sandusky — Edwards 21-
81, 2 TDs; Feltner 4-4; Mark Wright 3-5;
Josh Kaszonyi 1-2, Moore 3-11, —
Bryan Burel 16-42; Opelt 16-183, TD;
Cook 1-18,

RECEIVING: — Ryan Rowe

,2-72; Wright 1-7; Dave Ruff 1-3; Marvin
«Ritchie 1-34; Churchwell 1-37, TD. Ross

— Cook 7-95, 3 TDs; Bill Boukissen 1-(-




Opelt named GBC back of year

Four other Ross
players named
to first team

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

Aaron
Ross his
(ootbnll career

of Fremont
school
th gusto

gﬂelthadﬂubestgame
prepcarwlnasea-

over rival
Snndusky %
as the top o(-
fenslvebuckmﬂwcmtu
Conference.

he will continue his
time behind center at the Di-
vision I level in college if he so
od‘n‘:n who is also one

hlmandnottoomany

Opelt completed 17-0f-29
and four

on a personal hlghllght

glﬁnhatnight We may nev-

er seerone kid put on that
type of show again. I'm
his last high school foof

was one of his best

school football i

well knew Opelt had

the makings of a Division I

quarterback from the first

time he saw him throw a
football.

“I knew that as soon as I
got the job,” Kidwell said.
“I saw tential and he
developed 0a very good

versity Llndgoes to will be

him to

ve a good career.
“He has athletic ability
along with
. He has very good
" He has the eup
to be a very good quarter-
back. He has not really yet
learned coverages in the
secondary. He was still
learning our offense but
once he gets with a quar-
terback coach and talks

arm |

News-Messenger File Photo
ROSS QUARTERBACK AARON Opelt breaks a tackle against

Tiffin Columbian. Opelt was named the Greater Buckeye Con-

See EMS, B2

ference offensive back of the year.



Ross well represented on GBC team

Continued From B1
coverages 1 expect him to really be

good.”

Three of m’s touchdown passes
went to Kyle in the con-
test. Cook, who had 95 receiving yards
in the game, was named first-team all-
GBC offense. . ;

“He’s a very good athlete also,” Kid-
well said of Cook. “It’s unfortunate we
didn’t move him strictly to receiver ear-
ly in the year. He's a hard worker with
very, very good hands. He never shies
away from competition.” . :

Jason Brindley, who helped protect
Opelt and pave the way for the
game while giving Cook time to run his
routes, was also designated first-team
offense. ,

“Brindley was a quiet guy,” Kidwell
said. “He came to practice ready to
work, never complained, never said
glauc’!\ and just tried to get better every

I}:ittle Giants Jorge Perez, who saw
constant double teams, and Kory Deck-
er, who was a ball hawk in the sec-
ondary, were tabbed first-team all-GBC
defense. :

“For Jorge to have almost 100 tackles
from a defensive tackle n is phe-
nomenal,” Kidwell said. “He was the
most consistent player on defense all
year. He always had a motor and was al-

ways going.
“ylgegck‘::gwas cal and took
ting on the

it personal. He enjoyed
Kidwell was impressed with his first

tight ends.”

teamers’ maturity off the field as well.

“As good of football players as they've
been I think they're better young men,”
Kidwell said. “That’s a tribute to their
parents and upbringing. They never
complained and sticking with it when
times weren’t so good speaks to their
character as well.”

Kidwell said most people are unaware
of just how much time Opelt puts into
athletics.

“The thing people don’t see is his

work ethic,” Kidwell said. “He’s been '
very busy as a three-sport athlete (he
also plays basketball) during his high

school career.”
Kidwell said he will miss Opelt for

more than his rocket arm and elusive-

ness.

football standpoint as getting to know
him. I'll miss the daily conversations
and small talk, but from a football
standpoint it's hard to replace a kid of
his caliber with he’s done for
us. He played a lot of varsity games and
it’s tough to replace that experience.”

Little Giants Bryan Burel and Ryan
Schwachow were second-team all-GBC
offensive selections, and Tony Zimmer-
man and Josh Howey were second team
on defense.

Ryan Ottney, Alex Fox, Durand
Robertson, Cory Clayton and Billy
Boukissen were honorable mention
picks for the Little Giants,

Matthew Horn can be -reached at
mhorn@fremont.gannett.com.

“Aton,” he said. “Not as much froma '



Football

Greater Buckeye Conference

League Champion: Findlay.

Coach of the Year: Cliff Hite (Findlay).

Offensive Lineman of the Year: Chris
Miller (Sandusky).

Defensive Lineman of the Year: Adam
Miller (Napoleon).

Offensive Back of the Year: Aaron Opelt
(Ross),

Defensive Back of the Year: Phil Shep-
hard (Marion Harding).

Kicker of the Year: Brandon Walker
(Findlay). |

Punter of the Year: Sean Eisenman (Li-
ma Sr.).

BV BUNL...oc o e torvitssreiocing Ross

Honorable Mention
Ross: Ryan Ottney, Alex Fox, Durand
Robinson, Cory Clayton, Bill Boukissen.




Guhn, Opelt named district players of year

g ahead in the athletic realm
Clyde'sMarc  sheadin heathiet
Gibson named Gt~ a state and na

— has to wrestle at
coach of year SO veo o
By MATTHEW HORN the best in
T 5 Sl o oport i e

Matt Guhn of Clyde and s

Aaron Opelt of Fyrde:nom m‘”"""b‘:‘t"’m‘l
Ross are two of the more m,%"‘ml“l"“m
prominent football names ""& Little Gianlmu fin.

the area.

So it should come as no
surprise that Guhn was
named Division III North-
west District defensive
player of the year and
Opelt received the same
honor on the other side of
the ball in Division I on
Tuesday.

Each may be heard from
again as the season acco-
lades continue to roll in and y
surely has a bright future completed 23 passes in

Opelt, Guhn receive dis

Continued From B1

enough to have very well led the
Litt‘i‘gaiants to more than their
five wins. It’s not often that an of-
fensive player o{i the year comes
from a .500 ;
~ “That sg\fk: volumes off hhg
ab speaks highly o
smu:ym,” Kidwell said. “Football’s
not like baseball, where you can
dominate a game and win. You
can be do tth but then‘:ml are
three phases to the game a
few times we didn’t w?n all three.”
Guhn said he would not have
gained status as thl:h tﬁ:tdeé&n
in No 0
o ol such as Schwartz

the crew .
don’t think the rest of the line or

running backs get rec-
mm@- of this

e

na-  touchdown

- list for a team state cham-
. pionship,” he said. “Noth-

gainst Lima and
m,andthrewle
this

passes this year.
“I'm extremely excited
for Aaron but I believe
there are bigger and better
,” said Ross
Kidwell,

line), Eric Schwartz
(linebacker) and Robbie
Michaels (defensive back)

were also recognized first
team in Division III for the
Fliers. First-year
coach Marc Gibson was
tabbed coach of the year.
Kyle Cook (offensive
end) and Kory Decker (de-
's fensive back) were tabbed
first team for the Little Gi-
ants, and Jorge Perez was

second-team.
- Caleb Balogh (defensive
line) was second-team for
the and Seth Caudill
and Eli Ysasi were honor-

able mention,
Bellevue’s Eddie Hupp
was a first-team Division
could ever match a III defensive lineman.
team state championship Tyler Kubach (offensive
knowing it talmsI " bemore than }'me)i, Anthbagll:))r Fl:dm IJ(de-
one LI wl.lllngto ensive al ave
h_a&ason for that. Foos (defensive back)
Seth Roach (offensive made second team, and

“I'd trade first-team on
both sides of the ball on any

without e things thy . think
without i
about the records and I think
thank you . There’s more to
these achievements than just
name. They do so much, I wis
their names were right there with

it.

Guhn needs two sacks to tie the
school season record of 16 and ca-
reer record of 27. He also holds
Flier records for yards in a sea-
son and career, touchdowns in a
season and career, and points in
a season and career.

“A lot of those touchdowns are
from 3-1 yard out. Seventy-five
percent I could walk into the end
zone,” he said of his offensive line.
“Those guys get so much of a push
that could walk in.”

Guhn said Michaels made the
team for his ability to sniff out the
ballandmakeanimgact.

“He’s everywhere,” Guhn said.
“He's all over the field. He’ll come

4

Clyde his spot in the Fliers back-

Time Keegan was honor-
able mention,

Guhn, who knows a little
about finding the end zone,
with 22 touchdowns from

Wolpert and Blake O’Neil
were honorable mention
picks in Divsion V.

Lakota’s Mason )
Nathan Sattler and Billy
Sayre were also
honorable mention in Divi-
sion V.

Guhn said his senior
football season was at the
forefront of his mind from
the time he verbally com-
mitted to Michigan.

“I wanted to go out on a
high note,” he said. “One of
my goals was to get some-
thing special. I was hoping
to have something to re-
member the season by and
I've been so fortunate to to
have s0 many memories in-
divlau‘:lleﬁ' and as a team.”

i said Opelt did

field this season, said a
tackle or sack beats cross-
ing the goal line.

“Getting a big sack is an

ievable feeling,” Guhn
said. “You know you com-
pletellg‘defeated the offen-
sive line blocking you and
arirbac and kil he
and the

play dead is awesome.

Oak * Harbor's Maft
Moore was a second-team
offensive lineman in Divi-
sion IV.

Margaretta’s Kent Ed-
wards, Darren Kuns, Chris
Scherer and Matt Zahel
were honorable mention se-
lections in Division V.

Gibsonburg’s  Jordan

See OPELT, B3

trict honors

out of nowhere to make a play.”
Schwartz made first team de-
spite missing three games be-
cause of injury, He the time
off not being able to help his
teammates gave him an extra

push.
“That was a goal after knownrf
I'd miss a few games,” he said.
“You have to have something to
go after.”

Schwartz said Gibson does
more than teach the game.

“He tries to instill football skills
and morals,” he said. “He wants us
not only to at football but
as young men. The way he acts is
a tremendous model for us.” |

And his schemes obviously
work. |

“He showed his ability to coach
and his knowledge of the game,”
Guhn said. “He’s given us some-

to talk about for the rest of
m It's amazing he could do
e

{




Football

High School

mwmumdbyam
dia panel from the district:
DIVISION |

First Team
Offense: Ends—Zack Kraus, Findlay, 6-
0-1, 165 , senior; KYLE COOK,
FREMONT ROSS, 6-0, 190, SR. Line-
men—Terner Acheson, Findlay, 6-2, 250,
jr.; Steve Lintern, Mans. smor 1,260, sr.;
Beri Burkett, Tol. St. John's, 6-4, 257, jr.; Jon
Templin, Sylvania Northview, 511, 215, st.;
Demecus Beach, Tol. Scott, 6-3, 230, sr.
Backs—Caleb Enright, thly 511, 240,
sr.; Dante Davis, Mans. Senior, 6-0, 192, sr.;
DeAndre Ware, Tol. St. John's, 5-8, 178, sr.
K—AARON OPELT, FRE-

QUARTERBAC! \
MONT ROSS, 6-2, 198, SR. Place Kicker—
Brandon Walker, Findlay, 6-1, 176, jr.
Defense: Linemen—Ryan Kuhiman,
Findlay, 6-3, 217, jr.; Pete Reese, Tol. Scott,
6-4, 240, sr.; Matt Meridieth, Sylvania
Northview, 5-8, 170, sr.; KORY DECKER,
mmmnou.u.m.sn.um-
ers—Randy Summers, Marion Harding, 5
10, 200, jr.; Luke Wiler, Findlay, 5-11, 193,
jr.;Vann Burden, Tol. Waite, 6-0, 190, sr.; An-
toine Moore, Tol. Scott, 5-11, 215, sr.
Backs—Ryan Sottoway, Findlay, 5-11, 161,
sr.; Phil Shepherd, Marion Harding, 5-10
195 sr.; Matt Beggin, Lima Senior, 5-10,
180, jr.; Eric Suttie, Northview, 5-
11, 190, ar Punm—sm Claus, Tol. St.

John's, 80
LAYER OF THE YEAR:
plnymoﬂho Ryan
Sottoway, Findlay; Phil Shopmyv.:'Madon

Mdﬂnyuf:CIMHﬂe.FMay.
Second g

, 62, 305,

s, Marion Hurdlng. 5-11 210, jr.; Casey
Meridieth, SyMnhNomvhw 57,190, s0.;
Antwoine Ramsey, Tol. Scott, 6-0, 175, sr.;
Eddie Toles, Tol. Bowsher, 5-8, 200, sr.
Quarterback—Chris Schneider, Flndq.&
3, 228, jr.; Justin Greene, Mans. Senior, 5-
11, 180, sr.; Sean Patterson, Tol. St. John's,
6-2, 185, jr. Place Kicker—Jimmy Day,
Mans, Senior;, 6-1, 200, jr.

Schultz, Tol.

Defense: Linemen—Anthony
St.John's, 6-3, 230 a: ; Andy Mutchler, Syl
vania Northview, 5-11, 246, sr.; Jon Koonce,
Tol. Waite, 5-8, 165,sr.RooerMchdo Tol.
Scolt, 5-10, 253, sr. Linebackers—Tom

Fletcher, Tol.
Scott, 60, 175, sr.; Mike Falter, Porryeburg.
6-0, 160, jr.

Clay Chalfin, ; Tyler Linthicum,
Perrysburg; Adrien Hill, Tol. Dominic
, Tol. Scott; Michael Duhart, Tol. Scott;

T
i
i
L)

L
i
5




HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Opelt, Guhn
thrive under
new coaches

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports writer !

Aaron Opelt was ecstatic when Derek
Kidwell arrived at Fremont Ross with his
new offense two years ago.

And Matt Guhn felt much the same way
when Marc Gibson came to Clyde before
thls.Opelt . his high school be-

ca school career
tmrf recogrg:tii Division I Northwest Dis-
ct player of the year. Guhn was named
defensive player of the year in Division
I1I in the midst of the team’s playoff run.

Opelt said he was excited with the myr-
iad of possibilities in Kidwell’s offense
from the first time they met.

“I couldn’t have been happier,” Opelt said.
“From the first workout I there was
50 many we could do, It’s too bad we
didn’t have a little more time together.”

Guhn was one of four Fliers tabbed first
team as Gibson captured coach of the

year honors,

Eric Schwartz — a first-team lineback-
er — said Gibson encouraged the team to
break huddles with “state champs” dur-
ing summer conditioning to get it in his
ELayers’ minds, and the group obviously

pt it going. The tactic certainly isn’t
unique to Gibson, but there are only four
Division III coaches with teams continu-
ing the practice.

l!:[:le Cook (offensive end) and Kory

(defensive back) were also tabbed
first team for the Little Giants. Opelt said
defensive coaches had to prepare for

“Offenses had to worry about him,”
Opelt said. “He’d make a play one way or
-another whether it was in pass coverage,
rush or on a running back. He just

a nose for being by the ball.”
Cook was first-team despite not playing
wide receiver exclusively until Jate in the

cagxlﬁign.
t speaks on his athletic ability and
work ethic,” Kidwell said. “He would have
had an amazing season if we didn’t have to
play him on defense early. He’s a team play-
er and he gave up individual success to play
defense. He didn’t play as a sophomore. I
still think he has a lot of football in him if
he wants to pursue it at the next level.
“He’s one of the most competitive play-
ers I've ever coached. He never shies
away from competition and he wants the
ball when the game’s on the line.”



Guhn, Opelt not hard to fit

Continued from B1

Cook said defense comes first and
he wanted to help the team. He did-
n’'t move to wide receiver full time
until the Napoleon game.

“I started at linebacker and rotat-
ed in at wide receiver every other
play,” he said. “The switch was
made to make more plays. They did-
n’t want to wear me down, and it
worked well so we stuck with it.”

Gyuigng at;.od l?chwartz each said that

th ways is a challenge
enjoy. And with Gibson’s bﬁl
control offense and stout defense
don’t get too tired.
e only move the ball a few
yards at a ” Schwartz said.

And the other team is fortunate to
do the same. ‘

Schwartz is adept at sto the
run and chasing the quarterback
but said that an open field tackle or
tacké; for loss is more exciting than
a sack.

“I'm more of a run s
try to do the best I can in both as-
pects,” he said. “The of the
defense is to tackle the ball as fast
= dohy %”had trouble

\ choosing an
individual achievement that stands out
P ot e A
po
of beating Bellevue and Huron and ad-

vnndnf to the state semis.
Opelt and Cook are very close off
the football field and have spent
countless hours on routes
and technique to build confidence
and a comfort zone on their own.
“We just played catch,” Opelt
said. “He knew to get open. It
was like we were the same
thing on every play. It was nice to
have so out there like that.”
Kidwell said he will miss his se-
niors but knows they’ll be back.
“Ht:gefully they’ll be proud of
what they started and they’ll be part
of the family forever,” he said.

topper, but I




Opelt named first-team all-Ohio

Teammates
Kyle Cook and
Kory Decker
given special
mention.

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

First Aaron Opelt of Fre-
mont Ross did the startling
Monday.

‘I‘Imn e surprised him-

He b ed"a 10-point

wh:leu lm pom
Galllpolisearl
Then hena

the - -tum

'Mﬁa(li(ad met me down
here an hour ago and

one ot
hlo

&

hetoldme(otthehonor)'
Opelt said. “I was more
shocked than I was when I
sl%mydeu:lt‘slmbalhv-

“I'm very proud of it. It's
an unbelievable honor to
have. It’s pretty neat. I re-

the last
The all-state tion
was the loftiest of his ath-

l:gofor his signal caller —

the road a
Toledo Cent?cﬁy mllc
team that will play Canfield
in the Division IT state title

game Frida;

Iznlnﬁltng gq%lt shoved a
back out of bounds to pre-
serve n 20-14 vietory in

"ldon’tputpeople
%belck of it,” vaell
o M“PPIIYGN
canplayforwbodyhnlw
suteslmewenmwsion

Idon’t think there’s

vision I coach that ‘t
want him on their team. If
you can find a better ivl-
sion I quarterback than
Aaron I'd like to see him.

“I'm happy for the young

man. I think he’s definitely
duer%ofmawardhe
intw';w hard he
wnrhed years.”
le Cook and Kory
men-
tionnelu!dom or Ross.

“It’s a big honor for them
to beeonl:gered among the
better football players in
the state,” said.

Findlay’s R;
(defemive back),

first team from the Greater
Buckeye Conference in Di-
vision I. Offensive lineman
Terner Acheson was sec-
ond-team, and Ryan
Kuhlman, Luke Wiler and
Zack Kraus were special
mention for the Tro;

Chris Miller (offensive
lineman) and Jordan Ed-

running back) were
ﬂrst team for Sandusky in
Division II. Hassan Moore
was a special mention.
Phil Sh was ‘a
;lrst-team fensive ba::.lé
or Marion Harding a
Randy Summers was spe-
cial mention.
n was special
Senior.
It threw for 2,148
this season, includmg
ur games of 250 or more.
He twice completed 23
throws in a game and
added 16 touchdown passes
while rushing for nearly 600
Kidwell said his most no-
table statistic was an aver-

age of more than 300 pass-
ing yards per game in the

“All the league schools
had seen him and knew his

Opelt said he began to
consider playing quarter-
:gzk ;:;he Division I level

r his junior

“We hallan all ight
together and coach
putti 1tmmyearthatl
could do it,” he said. “I nev-
er really thought about it. I
started getting calls and
the schools started getting
bigger. I started going to
camps and when I knew
that I really could do it, it

started becol goal »

Now the only left is
to make a decision on his
destination.

See OPELT, B2



Continued From B1

“I'll make a decision on the school
that fits me best and once I get there
it's going to be all about sports,” he
said. “If you focus on one t lo
enough and work hard at it you’ll have
success.” ‘

Opelt said the Little Giants had the
maldnﬁ of a playoff team.

“We had the right players in the right
spots but we let a few games slip. I'd
take those guys against any team we
played against — I'd rather have my
teammates. Every high school team
has ups and downs. We didn’t click ear-
ly. There is no part of the team that
killed us. We shot ourselves in the foot.
- We knew we could do it.

“I wouldn’t take anythinﬁkt;ack; I'd
do it again. There’s nothing like Friday.
People say it and say it but you really
don’t know what it is until you play
your last game knowing you won't step

-out there again with those guys. It’s a
ﬁeat feeling that a lot of people won't
ve again.”

That list does not include Opelt, al-
though the feelings will be pushed back
aday to Saturdady

“He’s not a kid of many words,” Kid-
well said. “The thing I like to remem-
ber is his competitiveness. It’s i(:tsto be
self-gratifying that he played his best
football game in his last high school
football game against our biggest rival.
It wasn’t easy for any of the seniors to
take off their pads but after the game
he played, it made it a little easier for
him to take off his Fremont jersey and
see what jersey is next,

Opelt named to
all-Ohio team

“He never shied away from pressure.
It's tough with a new coach in a new
system and he never got flustered. He
was patient and willing to learn, and
kept working every day. His best foot-
ball is still ahead of him.”

Opelt, who is also a standout out-
fielder in the state and a versatile tal-
ent on the basketball court, completed

+ 17-0f-29 passes for 235 yards and four

touchdowns against Sandusky to close
his prep career. He added 183 yards and
one score on 16 carries.

“Being a three-sport athlete he’s
been very busy,” Kidwell said. “That’s
one of his biggest contributions — any
coach would say he busted his butt for
all of us. That’s the type of kid he is. If
you ask him to do something he’ll do it
and won’t question it.” v

- Opelt said he simply fits into a group.

“When coaches say I work extra
hard, I just do what the whole team
does,” he said. “The linemen and ev-
erybody else are in the weight room.
We worked as a team. Everybody lift-
ed in the mornings. That really helped
our success.”

‘But Opelt was the one with the shot-
gun arm who needed the slightest of
seams to cover large chunks of yardage
by air or land. :

“I wish I had him for four years,”
Kidwell said. “I told the seniors that if
I'd have had them for four years we
wouldn’t be at a banquet. We'd be

preparing for the playoffs,”

Matthew Horn can be reached at
mhorn@fremont.gannett.com.







