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Ross pulls away from Redskins

Little Giants roll to 78-59 victory

By MARK GRIFFIN
Staff writer

Fremont Ross head coach Pat
McGhee couldn’t help but
breathe a big sigh of relief fol-
lowing the Little Giants’' 78-59
non-conference victory over Port
Clinton Friday t.

McGhee watched his team
build a 14-point first-quarter
lead, only to have the Redskins
close to within six late in the
third period before pulling away

at the end.

“I feel very lucky to get out of
here with a win,” said McGhee
after Ross won its season opener
and dropped Port Clinton to 1-1.

“I respect the Port Clinton
team and their staff. We saw
their first game (a win over
Genoa) and they were very
sharp. We knew they had a lot of
offensive weapons, and this is a
tough place to come and play.
Plus, we have an inexperienced
team.’

Not to mention one that fea-
tures a pair of 6-foot-6 juniors —
one of which (Chris Wolfe) isn’t
afraid to put it up from 3-point
land — and a half-dozen or so
shooters who aren’t afraid to fire
away from beyond the 3-point
circle.

Ross made 10 of its first 15
shots and connected on four 3-
pointers in the first quarter to
open up a 28-16 margin.

“Ross was hot early in the
game ... they didn’t miss,” Port
Clinton Coach Tom Bod

boards,” Bodager said. ‘“When
we chipped it down by halftime,
there were so many opportuni-
ties for us to take advantage.
They’d throw it away or miss or
whatever, but we could not come
down and capitalize.”

The Little Giants continually
beat the Redskins down the floor
in the second quarter to open up
a 37-21 lead with 6:27 to go in the
half. A Steve Smith 3-pointer and
a Scott Thomas layup pulled
'Skins within 41-31 with 1:44
showing, and the first half ended
with Ross still up by a 44-35 mar-

gin.
Port Clinton’s switching zone
defenses took the Little Giants
out of their offense for much of
the third period. Matt Zetzer's
layup got PC as close as 52-46
with 1:39 left to play in the quar-
ter, but Mark Gottron finished a
9-2 Ross run by hitting a jumper
at the buzzer for a 61-48 bulge.
McGhee said he knew the
Redskins would make a run at

the Little G r later.
“We toldim('l?e”%p%’ﬂ i

make a push at us, but if we
maintain our composure and just
pass the ball, we'll get shots we
want.’ ” McGhee said. ‘‘They
took us out of our ‘game in the
middle of the third quarter, but
at the end of the quarter we got
the ball back inside.”

Port Clinton stayed within
reach, 63-53, until PC's Marc
Wolfe committed a foul and drew
a technical for sl ing the ball

said. “‘But they cooled off and we
were simply unable to take ad-
vantage.”

The Little Giants gave the
Redskins two problems offen-
sively. The long-range shots
forced the Port Clinton defense
to play the perimeter, while at
the same time the "Skins had to
try and counter Wolfe and 6-6,
225-pound Jeff Green under-
neath.

Green finished with a game-
high 20 points, Wolfe added 17
and Ross went on to hold a 38-19
advantage on the boards. Of
Ross’s 12 field goals in the first
quarter, 10 were either scored on
3-pointers or in the paint.

“Tonight’s story was the

to the court. Ross junior guard
Todd Clark, who finished with 10
points, calmly sank four straight
free throws for a 14-point lead.
The Little Giants outscored the
Redskins 116 the rest of the

way.

Port Clinton made only 14 per-
cent of its shots in the final quar-
ter and finished the game at 42
percent (21 of 50).

McGhee, whose squad shot 51
percent (30 of 59) from the floor
and committed 23 turnovers to
the Redskins’ 20, said Ross’s de-
fensive strategy was simple.

“Steve Smith (18 points) is a
great offensive player,” he said.
“They have a good shooting
team.”

Noﬂ»lnunw Lightfoot
day night at Port Clinton High School during the
Little Giants 78-59 victory over the'Redskins.

CHRIS WOLFE, left, of Fremont Ross and Port
Clinton’s Micah Daniels battle for a rebound Fri-



Ross 78, Port Clinton 59

. Score by quarters
Ross % 28 16 17 17—178
Port Clinton ' 16 19 13 11—-59

Scoring
ROSS — Todd Clark 2-6-10, Shane McConnell
2-16, Chris Wolfe 80-17, Jeff Green '9-2-20,
Mark Gottron 3408, Cory Lance 248, Doug
Gahn 1<0-2, Hector Rodriguez 2-1-5, Nick Wolf 1-

0-2, totals 30-14-78.
PORT CLINTON — Nel Torres 2-2-6, Micah

Daniels 1-0-2, Steve Smith 7-3-18, Marc Wolfe 4-
2-13, Scott Thomas 4-2-11, Brad Kocher 2-4-8,
Matt Zetzer 1-24, totals 21-15-59.

3-point goals: M. Wolfe 3, Gottron 2, McCon-
nell, C. Wolfe, Smith.

Records: Ross 10, Port Clinton 1-1.

JV: Ross 47-46.



ChrisWoltelcoredmpa!ntl
and blocked six shots Saturday

The Little Giants’ skintight
he Pieates 1o Trafs shootin,
did not allow a Perkins score

to be a very good basketball
er,” Ross Coach Pat McG-
said after his team’s second
win in as many days. “He just
has to keep wi hard and
making good decisions.”
He was doing that Saturday,
and Perkins Coach Pat Riley no-

ticed it.
“Ross was leaving their :'5
‘hogs’ ba in the middle

Pfambuna out front, knowing that
we got around them, we're
going to face the Wolfe kid ready
to block a shot,” Riley said.
M‘Lolfe made theumoat o& his de-
veoppomm es as the gam-
bling Ross defense allowed few

past.
Perkins committed 28 turn-

Giants’ 12-point third-quarter

run.

“I'm not saying we would have
won,” Riley said. “But at the be-
ginning of the third quarter we
missed two layups, and instead
of being down six to eight points,

we’re down by 20.”

The other ‘“hog” Riley re-
ferred to was Jeff Green. Wolfe
and Green are both 66 juniors
and were keys to Ross com-

after scol against

Port Clinton Friday, had 11

points but was by fouls,

picking up his with 6:34 re-
in the first half.

““An; you come out of
your weekend two-and-oh,

Wolfe leads Little Giants past Perkins 63-41

aﬂatophyl!phym nxnoin

second half.
““We were able to look at some
and we had nice

about o]
ames the
's worried about a 10-day lay-
g'c Ross hosts Toledo Woodward

L 12,
“I am worried about
stale in that layoff,” he said
then al to see some

good. “We do have some
to work on, so maybe i?"%

care of t al-  work to our advantage.”
lowed us to extend our def 4
McGhee was happy .wlth being See ROSS, B-3
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. Having two wins under his belt
- may help make the layoff more
- enjoyable. :
* ROSS NOTES: Nine of the 12
+Little Giants scored. After
: Green's 11, Shane McConnell had
: seven, Todd Clark six and Hec-
sfor Rodriguez came off the
'bench to score six more.
- Ross was 24 of 55 (44 percent)
- trom the floor.
+ Juniors Chris Benson and
"Mark Gottron did not suit up for
game. Benson is out until at
t Christmas with a knee in-
Iury and Gottron is nursing a
sprained ankle suffered in F'ri-
day’s 78-59 win over Port Clin-
n.

re fTY Ny m
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Basketball

High School Boys
Ross 63, Perkins 41

Score by quarters
Perkins 10 12 5§ 1441
Ross 17 15 14 17—63

Scoring

PERKINS — Ike Harvey 3-0-7, Brad Harrold
226, Dan Rupp 0-1-1, Jerry Matthews 0-0-0,
Juon Wierman 144, e -Lenyo 2-7-11,
Shannon Mullins 3-2-8, totals 11-18-41.

ROSS — Shane McConnell 30-7, Jeff Green 5
1-11, Chris Wolfe 7-6-20, Todd Clark 2-26, Justin
Oxleyl-o-z NickWolfz-o-b Coryhncem
muodﬂguu 2-26, Joe Frazier 0-2-2, totals

1

3-point goals: Harvey, McConnell, Wolf.

Ross JVs 60, Perkins 41

Score by quarters
Perkins 6 15 8 12—41
Ross 19 10 13 18—60

Scoring

PERKINS - Jason Hargreaves 3-2-8, Tom
0-3-% Andy Guerrera 3-5-11, Chad
James 1-0-2, Brett 2-145, 'rodJ Garbe

1-13, R.C. Summm 10, totals 12-15-41.
ROSS — Joe Frazier 3-2-8, Jon Hetrick 317,
Mark Sheidler 1 John u-u Alec
mwl 140-2, Donc 0-1-1 Perry 1-13,

gou 002, ‘0-2 llhr 8-7-13, w

mmtnuhzlwmul.unumz.




Little Giants rip Polar Bears 78-54

Ross scores
first 10 points

By TIM HARMON
Staff writer

Guard play, or lack of quality
guard play, was the undoing of
the Toledo Woodward boys bas-
ketball Tuesday night.

Fremont Ross attacked the
Polar Bears , scored the
first 10 points’ of the game and
went on to a 78-54 victory.

“They are very inexperienced
and we scouted them thor-
oughly,” Ross Coach Pat McG-
hee said. ‘“The gme plan was to
attack the guards and get the
ball inside.”

“We did that early and we
pretty much had our way from
there.”

While Woodward’s guards
were making bad pass after bad
pass at the outset, Jeff Green
worked . inside for two points,
Chris Wolfe scored on a putback,
Todd Clark eased in for a layup
off a turnover, Wolfe added a
basket off a feed from Green and
Wolfe fed Justin Oxley for a
layup and a 10-0 lead.

“We thought they would put a
little more pressure on us like in
the second half,” McGhee said.
“We broke the gress a couple of
times and took care of, that
early.”

Wolfe scored 15 points and
grabbed 17 rebounds, including
13 off the offensive glass, and
Green finished with 15 points and
10 rebounds.

Ross, 3-0, outrebounded Wood-
ward 45-30, The Little Giants col-
lected 27 offensive rebounds,
including six by Oxley.

See ROSS, B-4

News-Messenger/Terry Reimer

SHANE MCDONNELL of Fremont Ross tumbles into the Toledo Tuesday night during the Little Giants' 78-54 victory over the
Woodward bench area after colliding with George Smith (32) Polar Bears.



Ross
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“The offensive boards are an
important part of our game,”
McGhee said. “If you have a bad
shooting night and get some of-
fensive boards, it helps.”

Ross shot 39 percent (30 of 77)

from the field. Woodward, 1-5,

made 18 of 55 shots (33 percent).

“We didn’t execute our of-
fense,” Polar Bears Coach Kim
McCualsky said. ‘“We haven’t ex-
ecuted all year.

“They played good man-to-
man defense. Our kids got hyper
and took some bad
shots ... rushed shots when we

were in trouble instead of revers-
ing the ball to the backside.”

Ross led 23-13 after one quar-
ter, 41-21 at halftime and 62-38
after three quarters.

Mark Gottron gave the Little
Giants their biggest lead, 57-25,
when he made two technical free
throws with 2:40 left in the third
quarter after the officials felt
McCualsky ‘'had chewed on their
ears long enough.

“We hoped to be three-and-oh
at this point,”” McGhee said.
“Anytime you can win, you have
to be pleased.

“Three-and-oh is fine, but we
have a tough game Saturday so
we can’t celebrate too long.”

Ross hosts Marion Harding
Saturday night.



Basketball

High School Boys
Ross 78, Woodward 54

Score by quarters

Woodward 13 8 17 16—
Ross 23 18 21 16—78

Scoring
WOODWARD — Mark Reed 0-1-1, Eugene
McCoy 2404, Richard Wright 4-0-8, Kevin Rome
50-15, e Smith 3-7-13, Chris Reynolds 0-1-
{,'-Y’l.lgl‘e er 2-0-4, Corey Hoskins 2-4-8, totals
ROSS — Mark Gottron 24-9, Cory Lance 1-2-
Doug Gahn 4-1-9, Justin Oxley 1-24, Todd
4-0-8, Shane McConnell 5-1-12, Nick Wolf
1-1-3, Chris Wolfe 7-1-15, Jeff Green 54-14, to-
tals 30-16-78.
3-point goals: Rome 5, Gottron McConnell.
Records: Woodward 1-5, Ross 3.

Ross JV 43, Woodward 35
Score by quarters

Woodward 8 711 9-35

Ross 13 11 7 12—43

Scoring
WOODWARD — Mike Rose 1-1-3, John Jack-
son 7-2-16, Tim Lawrich 1-0-2, Larry Snodgrass
204, Anton Jones 4-0-8, Corey Hoskins 1-0-2, to-
tals 16-3-35.
ROSS — Jon Hetrick 0-4-4, Mark Sheidler 7-0-
16, John Langston 0-1-1, Alec Shawl 1-0-2, Justin
204, Allen Dorsey 1-24, Damon Walker
, Joe Frazier 2-5-9, totals 14-13-43,
Records: Ross 34.



McConnell
‘totals’
Harding

By BOB MARKER
Staft writer
Shane McConnell wasn't feel-
well. -
, while his girl-
friend home, his car off a

snow-covered road and slid
across a yard ln‘tx b
mm:hcoﬁmly and
was
lf‘(.:mnell't car “ﬁ totaled. o
turday , McConnell
taled Mnﬂmn‘ﬁrdlu, hitting a

of three quarters, the Presidents,
26, fell behind 47-37 with 5:18 re-

With !ily-n Borland drluhlg.irr:
a pair of 3-pointers and D.C.

ges
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‘That kid threw in a hell of a
the end,” Harding Coach

Jeff Diehl said. “We had him
and the guy threw it
McGhee said, the

said, “we had to play de-
lot of longer than we
we were able to get to
the inside, get them in foul trou-
ble m_i’ get to the offensive

boards.

Nick Wolf, Cory Lance and
Gottron came off the

bench to help keep Ross fresh.
“That’s the best our bench has
?ll all year,” McGhee said.
“Nick got some rebounds and
was very active on offense.
is really active on defense
and Gottron did a good job when

had to; they picked us up.”
Thehe
game, forcing
t from long range
le Giants could not

§

855:2
il

i
e
f

second
r. Ross was nine-of-29 in
-, half and finished with 21-of-

:‘We never could string a cou-
together from the outside,”

boards.

Ross was able to do that, grab-
bind 16 offensive rebounds in the
second half and 26 for the game
I:.hge holding a 45-33 rebounding

Wolfe topped Ross with 16

ts, six coming down the

uarter stretch. McCon-

nell had 10 points while Wolf fin-
ished with uz.\zen. -

. Harding, 26, was y Car-

ter’s 18. Jason Gandee had 13

and Borland 12.

Ross 56, Harding 54
Score by quarters
Harding 10 12 14 1854

" Ross 8 15 16 1856

Scoring

HARDING — Chris Oliver 3-28, D.C. Carter
74-18, Ty Stoneburner 1-1-3, Ryan Borland 5<0-
12, Jason Gandee 5-3-13, totals 21-10-54,

ROSS — Chris Wolfe 6-4-16, Jeff Green 6-2-14,
Shane McConnell 2-4-10, Todd Clark 2-04, Cory

3-point goals Borlan 2, McConnell 2, Wolf,

Records: Ross 40, Harding 26.

Ross JVs 54, Harding 46

Score by quarters

Harding 12 14 10 10—46
Ross 15 156 6 18—54

Scoring

HARDING — Oliver Hardman 7-2-15, Chris
Helton 306, Ja 2-3-7, Rob Musser
10-2, Brian Swm Bill Taft 5-0-12, totals

ROSS — Jon Hetrick 2-5-9, Mark Sheidlrr 40-
10, Justin Perry 3-28, DAmon Walker 0-1-1,
Ryhan Zimmerman 6-0-12, Joe Frazier 54-14,
totals 20-12-54.

3-point goals: Hardman, Taft 2, Sheidler 2.
Records: Ross 40, Ha 2-6.



BG will test
Ross defense

By TIM HARMON
Staff writer

Fremont Ross is sporting a 4-0
record as it prepares to host
Bowling Green Friday night, and
Coach Pat McGhee isn’t about to
let his team get complacent.

“We went back to work on

me of the basics this week,”

cGhee said. ‘“‘Like rebounding,
which I wasn’t really pleased
with against Marion.”

The Little Giants edged Mar-
ion 56-54 last Saturday on Shane
McConnell’s 3-point field goal
with one second left to play.

“The kids have responded real
well in practice this week,” Mc-
Ghee said.

And they will have their work
cut out for them Friday.

“Bowling Green has been play-
ing very well as of late,” McG-
hee said.

The Bobcats, 3-3, feature five
seniors in their starting lineup.

Imanui Lewis (6-8) and Randy
Effner (6-5) are BG’s inside
players.

“They ,are bigger than we

are,” McGhee said. “‘Lewis is a
very active player and their
three outside players are all ca-
pable 3-point shooters.
* “They really some prob-
lems for us. We have to play
good half-court, man-to-man de-
fense.”

Chris Wolfe and Jeff Green
lead Ross, scoring 17 and 14

points per game, respectively.




Ross edges Bowling Green

Little Giants unbeaten
following 57-54 victory

News-Messenger/Terry Remer

SHANE MCCONNELL of Fremont Ross tries to
pass off to a teammate before charging into

Bowling Green's Chris Kec during the Little Gi-
ants’ 57-54 victory Friday night.

By TIM HARMON
Staff writer

Frigid free throw shooting :f'
Bowling Green Friday night
lowed Fremont Ross to escape
with a 57-54 home victory.

The Bobcats made seven of 23
free throw attempts including
one of six in the fourth quarter.

“I believe we can shoot better
than that (30 percent),” Bowling
Green Coach Tom Rex said. “We
didn't do it when we had to.”

The victory was Ross's fifth
without a loss.

“We snuck out with one
r’xﬂht Ross Coach Pat McGhee
d. “That’s not going to thpen

quarter to play after BG erased
a 36-31 halftime deficit with a 19-
9 advanta e in the third quarter.

e Giants, though, lim-
ited the Bobeats to four points in
the fourth quarter. BG, 34,
didn't score in the period until
1:49 remained — ironically on
Chris Kec's free throw.

“The third quarter was really
a poor defensive quarter for us,”
McGhee said. “If we were going
to win the game it was because
the defense was going to get the
job done.

“The defense got it done when
it had to

Ross took the lead for good, 51-
50, on a basket by Jeff Green
with 6:50 to play. BG missed a
chance to regain the lead when
Imanu Lewis missed the front
end of a one-and-one opportunity
a minute later.

A short jump shot and a tech-
nical foul shot by Todd Clark put
Ross on top 54-50 before Kec's
foul shot made it 54-51.

Clark made both ends of a one-
and-one with 37 seconds left, but
Steve Hart’s 3-point field goal
with 15 seconds remaining got
BG within two points at 56-54.
Mark Gottron made one of two
foul shots three seconds later.

Hart had a chance to send the

game into overtime with a 3-
pointer from the right corner,
but was fouled by Justin Oxley
with three secon

that would force an ovi

Hart threw his second foul ‘shot
off the back of the rim and Kec
tipped the ball back to Hart at
thetofolthea-polnt-rc Hart's
3-point attempt missed its mark.

‘“Their pressure wore us
down,” Rex said. “You have to
give them credit for that, but I
still believe in my heart we can
shoot better than we did.”

BG took an early 10-6 lead but
a basket by Green off a rebound
and a steal and layup by Clark
tied the score at 10-all.

Green scored 10 of his game-
high 18 points in the first r
and Clark scored six of his 14 in
the period and Ross led 23-16,

The Little Giants pushed its
lead to elght 26-18, with 6:12 left
in the first half but a 7-0 run by
the Bobcats made it 26-25. .

“We let them get away from
usi da couple of times,” McGhee
said.

Ross, which pushed its lead
back to six before settling for a
five-point halftime edge, om-
mitted seven of its 11 turnovers
in the second period.

“We just didn’t execute in the
second quarter,” McGhee said.
“We went five or six possses-
sions without a basket. You can’t
do that and expect to win.”

Ross still led by five, 40-35,
when BG took its ﬁrst lead since
the first quarter on back:
3-pointers by Hart, who led the
Bobcats with 15 points.

BG strectched its margin to
five behind the play of reserve
fuard Mike Adler, who scored
ive points in the final 3:31 of the
third quarter. Adler filled in for
Kec at point guard after Kec

See ROSS, B-2



Ross
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picked up his fourth foul.

“Our bench gave us a chance
to win,” Rex said. ‘“We had to
make a lot of rotations and ev-
eryone who came in responded
really well.”

Said McGhee: ‘“When Kec
went down, (Jeremy) Kerr went
to point guard and he looked to
penetrate and create. The subs
they brought in did a nice job.”

Lewis, who grabbed seven of
his team-high 10 rebounds in the
second half, also was saddled
with four fouls.

“We applied some pressure
and had some success with
that,” Rex said. ‘“But between
foul trouble and fatigue, we were
limited in what we could do.”

Lewis’s rebounding helped BG
outrebound Ross 23-13 in the sec-
ond half after the Little Giants
held a 20-13 rebounding edge at
halftime.

Green led Ross with 10 re-
bounds and Chris Wolfe, who
added 11 points, collected nine.

“We knew we would have to
rebound well to play with them,”
Rex said. ‘“We feel we did that in
the second half, but we just
didn’t do a very good job putting
the ball in the basket.”

Ross took advantage.



Basketball

High School Boys

Ross 57, Bowl. Green 54

Score by quarters
Bowling Green 16 15 19 4-—-¥M
Ross 22 13 9 1257

Scoring ’

BOWLING GREEN — Jeremy Kerr 34-6,
Chris Kec 2-2-6, Steve Hart 6-0-12, John Effner
2-3-7, Imanu Lewis 4-0-8, Mike Adler 2-1-5, Pete
Kramp 3-1-7, totals 22-7-54.

— Justin Oxley 1-0-2, Todd Clark 2-10-

14, Shane McConnell 204, Chris Wolfe 540-11,
Jeff Green 6-6-18, Mark ‘Gottron 2-1-5, Cory
Lance 1-1-3, totals 19-18-57,

3-point goals: Hart 3, Wolfe.

Records: Bowling Green 34, Ross 5.

Ross JV 50, B. Green 49

Score by quarters
Bowling Green 2 14 22 11—-49
Ross ., 7 10 15 18—50
Scoring

BOWLING GREEN — Chris Flynn 244,
Matt Hover 2-1-5, Carl Frushour 2-0-4 Pete
Kramp 6-2-14, Mark Saneholtz 10-2, Dean
Smith 10-3, Andy Tracy 7-2-17, totals 91-549,

ROSS — Jon Hetrick 205, Mark Sheidler 4-0-
8, John Langston 1-0-2, Alec Shawl 140-2, Justin
Perry 4-2-10, Damon Walker 2-1-5, Ryan "Wolf 1-
0-2, Ryan Zimmerman 204, Joe Frazier 3-2-8,
Chris enson 2-0-4, totals 22-5-50,

3-point goals: Smith, Tracy, Hetrick.

Records: Ross 5.



Knights stop
Ross streak

St. Francis captures 63-45 victory

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

TOLEDO — Toledo St. Francis
outscored sporadic Ross 63-45
Tuesday in the Northwest Ohio
Holiday Prep Classic at John F.
Savage Hall.

The loss snapped the Little Gi-
ants’ win streak at five and was
the seventh win in eight games
for the Knights.

Ross will play Maumee, a 47-45
loser to Toledo Central Catholic,
in the Division I-II consolation
game, beginning at 5 p.m. to-
night.

St. Francis play TCC in the 9
p.m. championship game.

The Little Giants suffered a
‘“half and half” attack but not a
half-hearted effort, according to
Coach Pat McGhee.

“I thought we played a strong
game defensively,”” McGhee
said, ‘“‘but our offense never got
squared away.

“Our kids played hard and
gave it everything they had, but
it just was not enough today.”

Ross was its own worst enemy,
missing several opportunities to
cut into the Knights’ lead that
grew to its largest margin only
in the final minutes.

Ross trailed 31-20 late in the
first half but closed to 31-25 at
the half. The Little Giants com-
mitted 10 turnovers in the second
quarter and added to their trou-
bles in the third period.

Ross scored just four points,
had nine turnovers, and trailed
41-29 after three quarters.

“We had chances in the first
four minutes of the third quarter
to cut that lead in half again and
we did not get it done,” McGhee
said. “Against a good team like
St. Francis, you only get so
many shots at it.”

Ross trailed 36-29 but com-
mitted five consecutive turn-
overs before the Knights’
Raymon Dixon hit a free throw
with 1:19 remaining in the third
quarter. !

Ross, after getting a basket
from Shane McConnell with 4:40
remaining in the third quarter,
did not score again until Chris
Wolfe’s basket 10 seconds into
the final quarter.

Ross cut the lead to under 10
only twice more at 46-37 and 54-
45, the last with 2:22 remaining.

Along the way, Ross was mak-

See ROSS, B-3

News-Messenger/Terry Reimer

ROSS SENIOR Justin Oxley tries to reach the ball from behind To-
ledo St. Francis’ Randy Palicki during action Tuesday night at the
Northwest Ohio Holiday Prep Classic at John F. Savage Hall.



Ross
_Continued From B-1

ing just 17 of 38 shots and was a
cold 10-0f-23 from the foul line.
Ross normally shoots 70 percent
from the foul line.

The Little Giants also lost
three players — Wolfe, Jeff
Green and Todd Clark — via
fouls.

Jerome Gray scored 14 first-
half points for the Knights, but a
box-and-one defense neutralized
him in the second half. James
Johnson picked up the slack,
scoring 13 of his game-high 22
points in the final 16 minutes.

“Defensively, we did not get
hurt,”” McGhee said, “but we
beat ourselves on offense.”

St. Francis Coach Ray Sch-
reiter said both teams played
well defepsively but noted that
both teams were ragged.

“I think that is because of lack
of practice around the holidays,”
he said.

“In the fourth quarter, we re-
alized that we had to play
smarter because we realized
that we had been playing pretty
stupid at times. It was just a
matter of executing.

“They (Ross) did get into foul
trouble, though, and one of our
goals was to get their big people
into foul trouble because they
really did not have much depth.”

Johnson and Gray were the
only Knights in double figures.
Wolfe and Clark had 10 apiece

for Ross, with Green scoring News- Mesasnger/Terry Reimer
nine and McConnell eight. 4
St. Francis outrebounded Ross ~ ST. FRANCIS FORWARD Jerome Gray (34) hauls in the ball in front  ledo. Looking on are Craig Eastop (44) of St. Francis and the Little

36-21. of Ross's Chris Wolfe Tuesday night at John F. Savage Hall in To-  Giants’ Jeff Green.

St. Francis 63, Ross 45

Score by quarters
Ross 13 12 4 16—45
St. Francis 15 16 10 22 —63
Scoring

ROSS — Chris Wolfe 4-1-10, Jeff Green 4-1-9,
Shane McConnell 2-4-8, Justin Oxley 0-1-1, Todd
Clark 4-2-10, Cory Lance 140-2, Nick Wolf 2-1-5,
Mark Gottron 0-0-0, totals 17-10-45,

ST. FRANCIS — Jerome Gray 4-7-15, Jeff
Edgecombe 6-1-13, James Johnson 6-10-22, Ray-
mon Dixon 2-3-7, Randy Palicki 2-2-6, Joe Na-
chagel 0-1-1, totals 20-23-63.

3-point goals: Wolfe.

Records: Ross 5-1, St. Francis 7-1.



Little Giants third at Holiday Prep tournament

By TII HARMON The win was good for third
Statf writer place among Divislon I-11

TOLEDO — Fremont Ross schools
scored the first nine of the Ohio Holiday Classic at
parla; the early John F. Savage on the Uni-

and
urst into a 54-45 victory versity of Toledo campus.
Wi nlghtwermumoey Three baskets by Jeff Green

Ross crushes Fostoria wrestlers

News-Messenger reports

FOSTORIA — Ross won all but two matches in defeating
Fostoria 52-9 in a high school wreetlmgmntchWednudxy

The Little Giants, who won the 13-team Rogers Invitational
earlier this month, racked up four falls, three technical falls

and a major decision while dominating the Redmen.
Matt Kanan (125), Rodney Pettiford (135), Brla.n Moreno
(189) and heavyweight Chad Green pinning their nts.

Petﬂ!ord had the quickest fall, stopping Shawn F\ in a
minute 28 seconds.

Phil Mlm.!g (110). Dan Lopez (145) and Terry Carter (171)
posted technical falls.

Ross is idle until Jan. 6 when it hosts the eight-team Mal
Mackey Invitational Tournament.

and a basket and a free throw b; {

“We got the ball inside, which

we intende to do.”

nmpotnt ?,ﬂe{hmlH 4
len a run

andtookluonlyleadatltwon

Cutway’s three-poin
wlt.h 5:58 left in the first
Ross, 6-1, never trailed after
Green scored off a Wolfe feed 14
seconds later.

The score was tied five times,
including 27-all with 6:33 remain-

in the third a
Little jants’ defense,
which featured a box-and-one on
Maumee’s Brian Borcherdt, then
turned the tide for good.
“It was a good defemlve ef-

ffort,” Maumee Coach Jim Rob-
inson nld ‘“They were
they played the way

hdd to. We were confused

had to try and use more players

. to keep people fresh.”

lt wasn't until the fourth quar-
Borcherdt made a 3-

Point ﬂeld goal and drew two

ouls that resulted in four foul

shots that McConnell and Oxley

became tired.

““They played (Borcherdt) with
no back-side help, and we
weren't very in ' other
areas,” Robinson said. “Our exe-
cution was very poor, but you
have to give them credit for
their defense.

Borcherdt and Maumee also
faced a ‘“‘gimmick defense” in a
4745 loss to Toledo Central Cath-
olic Tuesday.

“We spend a lot of time on
gimmick defenses,” Robinson
said. “It’s the thing to do.

‘““(Borcherdt) is a ﬂne phyer
and teams are giving him
respect. He earned a real ﬂne 17
points tonight.”

See ROSS, B-2
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The Little Giants led 35-29
after three quarters and took a
44-31 lead with 4:29 left to play
when Green scored off a
ftl"om Wolfe and added a foul
shot.

The Panthers pulled within 44-
38 on a basket by Sean Allen and
Borcherdt’s 3-pointer and two
free throws. Back-to-back driv-
ing layups by McConnell, though,
pushed the lead back to 10.

Two more Borcherdt foul shots
and a driving layup by Wolfe fol-
lowed before Maumee’s Jim
Richardson, who added 14 points
for the Panthers, made a 3-
pointer and a layup to make it
20-45 with 29 seconds remaining.

Todd Clark made four of four
foul shots in the final 24 seconds.

“Our shot selection was a lot
better tonight,”” McGhee said.
“We took it inside and we took
the ball to the basket.

“I get no credit for this one.
The kids did a good job of recog-
nizing things; they deserve the
credit.”




Basketball

High School Boys

Ross 54, Maumee 45
Maumee Beonbyqun;nm 6 16 —45

Ross 13 12 10 19— 54
MAUMEE — Jimmmchnﬂlon 6-0-14, Brian
Borcherdt 4-8-17, Sean Allen 3-1-7, Tony Cutway
3-1-7, Chad DiSalle 0-0-0, totals 16-1045.
ROSS — Todd Clark 168, Justin Oxley 142,
T e W 0
y y NIC 0 "
totals 23-8-54.

3-point goals: Richardson 2, Borcherdt.
Records: Maumee 5-3, Ross 6-1.
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Lancaster whips Ross

) Special to The News-Messenger

LANCASTER — Lancaster spioled Fremont Ross’s Buckeye
Central Conference opener 74-55 Friday night.

It was the third game in four days for the Little Giants and
their second loss in that time.

Greg Cave scored 22 points and Bucky Triplett added 20 for
Lancaster, 5-3 and 3-0 in the BCC.

“Their big people were very active and (Jeff) Kennedy and
Triplett did a nice job handling the pressure in the backcourt,”
Ross Coach Pat McGhee said.

“We didn't shoot the ball very well from the field. You can’t
shoot under 30 percent and expect to win on the road.”

Ross, 6-2 and 0-1 in the BCC, got 14 points from Chris Wolfe,
12 from Todd Clark and 10 from Nick Wolf.

Lancaster led 19-13 after one quarter, 36-26 at halftime and
95-45 after three quarters.

‘ . “‘;I:i gust never got over that eight-to-10 point hump,” McG-
i) ee .




Lancaster 74, Ross 55

Score by
Ross qurlt;nu 19 10-—55
Lancaster 19 17 19 19—74

Scoring
ROSS — Mark Gottron 340-7, Todd Clark 44-
12, Shane McConnell 308, Nick Wolf 3-2-10,
Chris Wolfe 5-2-14, Jeff Green 2-04, totals 20-8-

96.

LANCASTER — Jeff K 2-0-5, Trevor
Walker 3-2-8, Greg Cave 94-22, Dilley 3-0-
6, BW Tﬂ +ll'm. m Hmm m.
Joel Foote 2-1-5, Colin Foote 1<0-2, totals 27-18-

7. :
int goals: Gottron, McConnell 2, Wolf 2,
Wolfe 2, Jeff Bucky Triplett.
- Records: Ross 6-2 26-1)%&3 (340),
JV: Lancaster 50-37.



FOUL! Todd Clark (24) of Ross is fouled seconds
before the first half buzzer by Brice Jones of

News-Messenger/Scott Lightfoot

Newark. Rob Evans of Newark gets in on the
close action. Clark sank both foul shots.

Wildcats beat
Little Giants

By TIM HARMON
Statf writer

A game in the Buckeye Central
Conference often affirms that
basketball is a rough sport.

Fremont Ross and Newark
banged heads Friday night —
adding credos to the rough-and-
tumble style — before the Wild-
cats walked off with a 64-58 vic-
tory over the Little Giants.

Newark, 81 and 20 in the
BCC, parlnyed 10 straight points

te in the second quarter into a
lead it never relinquished.

Ross,. 6-3 and 0-2 in the BCC,
trailed 4744 after a 126 run
closed the third quarter, but the
Wildcats scored the first eight
rolms of the fourth quarter and

ed the game at the foul line.

“We got disorganized in a cou-
ple of spurts,” Ross Coach Pat
McGhee said. “They changed de-
fenses and we didn’t recognize it
very well.

“We didn’t do a good job get-
ting into our man-fo-man of-
fense.”

The Wildcats switched from a
match-up zone to a man-to-man
defense — and back.

“We were able to change our
defenses and keep them off

stride a little bit,” Newark
Coach Gary Walters said. “We
jumped from one to another.”

that left Wildcat Jeff
Wells with a broken nose.

ark a 24-20 lead, Jeff
trolled a loose ball in
backcourt while lying on his
back. Wells’ nose apparently ge_
in the way of a Green elbow
fore Green was able to release a

pass to Todd Clark.

Shane McConnell fired in a 3-
point shot from the top of the arc
seconds later. As Wells’ nose

bled profusely, Walters was
whistled for a technical foul

Clark made both foul shots,
giving Ross its final lead of the
night 25-24.

“It’s unfortunate for an emo-
tional lift to come from some-
thing like that,” Walters said.
“It fired us up.”

When the Wildcats regained
possession, Dwayne Romine
made a 12footer, Bob Sellers
sank two free throws, Romine

See ROSS, B-2

Cavs’ comeback
topples Bullets

Associated Press

RICHFIELD, Ohio — The
Cleveland Cavaliers overcame a
19-point first-quarter deficit Fri-
day night and handed the Wash-
ington Bullets a club-record 12th
consecutive road loss 119-107 as
Mark Price scored 27 points and

Ehlo 23.

Jeff Malone led the Bullets
with 28 u}:ginm but he had only
two in fourth quarter when

land outscored
32'20

The Cavaliers trailed 41-22 late
in the first quarter and then ral-
lied behind the hot outside shoot-
ing of Price and Ehlo and the
inside game of John Williams.

[ Pistons win, B-3

The Bullets had lost 11 straight
road games in three previous
seasons.

The Cavaliers, a team plagued
by injuries all season, also were
able to get their fast break un-
tracked.

“We just put in a new system
for the last few games, trying to
push the ball up the floor every
time,” Price said.

He made 10 of 15 shots, several
off the fast break, and added 10

assists.

“We feel we've got something
that can work for us now, if we
execute. I think we’re getting



Ross
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added another jump shot and
Evans capped the run with a
layup off a steal and a jumper
with 2:21 left before halftime.

Ross missed four free throws
the rest of the period and stayed
within seven points, 34-27, on a
basket by Chris Wolfe with 1:03
left in the half.

McConnell led Ross with 16
points, including four 3-pointers,
Clark added 12 points and Green
and Wolfe each chipped in 10.

“You need a little more of an
inside attack, but I can’t fault
our shot selection,” McGhee
said. “We got some great shots
tonight that didn’t drop.

“And you have to make some
free throws ... let’s face it.”

Ross, which was 10 of 20 from
the foul line, converted four of
its missed field goal attempts in
the first quarter as the teams
played to a 15-all tie. The Little
Giants had 10 offensive rebounds
at halftime but pulled down only
two more in the second half.

“They started boxing out bet-
ter,” McGhee said. ‘“They are so
big, if they lay a body on you
m’rg’ not going to get any-

Newark, which got 19 points
from Alsindor Allen, 13 from Bob
Sellers and 12 from Romine, out-
rebounded Ross 136 in the sec-
ond half.

“(Rebounding) was one of the
focal points we made pregame,”
Walters said. “It got better as
the game went along.”

Thttlel Wildcats also shot betftiehr
as the game progressed, fin-
ishing 24 of 48 from the floor,
while Ross made 20 of 51 shots
(39 percent).

The lead changed hands 10
times in the first half before
Newark took command. Ross

which didn’t score in the fourtI; ‘

?vimth r4until a basket b G;'le-e;l'
4:14 remaining,

with 3:17 left but the Wildcats
made six of 10 fouls shéts down
the stretch to preserve the win.

Score
Newark |"'-rl.:ll'll 13 17—64
Ross 15 12 17 4-—-58

NEWARK — Bob Sellers 3-7-13, Alsindor 74-
19, Jeff Quackenbush 3-3-9, Rob Evans 4-1-9,
g_nm Romine 6-0-12, Brice Jones 1-0-2, totals

ROSS — Todd Clark 3-5-12, Nick Wolf 2-0-5,
Jeff Green 3-4:10, Chris Wolfe 4-1-10, Shane Mc-
Connell 8-0-16, Mark Gottron 1-0-3, Cory Lance
1-0-2, totals 20-10-58.
m’-pdnt oals: Allen, Clark, Wolf, Wolfe, Got-

4.
Records: Newark 8-1 (20), Ross 6-3 (0-1).

Newark JV 47, Ross 45

Score by

3"

Newark 15 10 4 18 —47
Ross 6 17 9 13—45

NEWARK — Andre Crockwell 6-3-16, T.J.
Somers 3-6-12, Brett Salsberry 102, Dan
Shackleford 408, Antwon Spivey 10-2, Mark
Wilson 3-1-7, totals 18-10-47.

ROSS — Jon Hetrick 0-1-1, Mark Sheidler 4-1-
9, Alec Shawl 2-1-5, Justin Perry 1<0-2, Damon
Walker 0-1-1, Ryan Zimmerman 3-1-7, Joe Fra-
zier 7-3-17, Chris Benson 0-3-3, totals 17-11-45.

3-point goals: Crockwell.

Records: Newark 6-2, Ross 6-3.



Fourth-quarter spurt
revives Little Giants

News-Messenger reports

TIFFIN — Ross came up with
its second highest scoring quar-
ter this season and used it to de-
feat Tiffin Columbian 68-54
Saturday night in a high school
boys basketball game.

Ross, 7-3, led 33-24 at halftime
but Columbian, 3-7, rallied to
deadlock the game at 41-all after
three quarters. The Little Giants
outscored the Tornadoes 27-13 in
the final period.

In its first game of the season,
Ross scored 28 points in the first
quarter against Port Clinton.

“We did not attack the basket
very well in the third quarter,”
Ross Coach Pat McGhee said,
“but in the fourth quarter, we
did attack very well and we
pretty much shut them down.”

Ross chalked up the victory
depsite not having top scorer
Chris Wolfe. The 6-6 junior is out
indefinitly while battling a case
of mononeucleosis. Wolfe played
sparingly Friday night in a 64-58
loss to Newark.

In the fourth quarter, Justin




Ross
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Oxley had a steal and blocked
shot, Todd Clark was six of eight
from the foul line, Shane McCo-
nell sank a pair baskets back-to-
back and Jeff Green grabbed
eight rebounds to key the Ross
resurgence. -

Green, who put back a pair of
his final quarter rebounds for
buckets, had 17 as Ross outre-
bounded Columbian 35-24. _

Green led the Little Giants
with 23 points and McConnell
scored 18, including three 3-point
baskets. Clark finished with 11.

Ross made 25 of 51 shots and
Columbian 20 of 56.




Ross 68, Columbian 54

Score by quarters
Ross 18 156 8 2768
Columbian 15 9 17 130

ROSS — Mark Gottron 140-3, Cory Lance 1-2-

4 Gahn l-l~l1 Juston Oxley Todd
dhrkm?ﬂ-ll. Shane 7-1-18, Nick Wolf
0-2:2, Jeff Green 11-1-23, totals 25-14-68.

COLUMBIAN — Matt Fawcett 23-7, Mike
Martin 205, Mike Betz 1-2-3, Brian Hall 6-3-16,
;.wm 5-1-11, Chris Hedden 4-3-11, totals
H‘sl-rwi:go.u: Gottron, McConnell 3, Martin,

Records: Ross 7-3, Columbian 3-7.

Ross JV 45, Col. 30
Score by quarters
Ross 12 13 12 84
Columbian 5 6 11 83
ROSS — Jon Hetrick 204, Mark Sheidler 3-0-
6, John 0-1-1, Justin Perry 2-1-§, Allen

Dorsey , Damon Walker 1-1-3, Ryan Zim-
merman 5-1-11, Joe Frazier 3-0-6, Benson
1-1-3, totals 20-5-45.

COLUMBIAN — Jeff Fey 1-14, Matt Combs
0-1-1, Brian Kern 204, Losey 140-2, Chris
Bowlin 140-2, Shawn Hively 0-1-1, Joe Lundy 4-3-
11, Eric Blust 240-5, totals 11-6-30.

3-point goals: Fey, Blust.

Record: Ross 7-3, Columbian 1-9.



Zanesville
topples
Ross 75-65

Special to the News-Messenger

ZANESVILLE — Early
turnover problems proved
costly for Fremont Ross Fri-
day night.

The Little Giants committed
six of their 16 turnovers in the
first quarter, and Zanesville
took advantage for a 13-2. The
Blue Devils went on to 75-65
Buckeye Central Conference
boys basketball victory.

Zanesville, 5-7 and 1-3 in the
BCC, led 21-10 after a quarter.
Ross, 74 and 0-3, held a one-
point edge the rest of the
game but the damage was al-
ready done.

The Blue Devils led by as
many as 15 in the second
quarter, but 'Ross pulled to
within 39-31 at halftime. The
Little Giants trailed 43-40 with
5:11 left in the third quarter,
but after a timeout Zanesville
pushed its lead back to 11 at
58-47 by the end of the period.
~Brandy Erwine scored the
first six points of the fourth
quarter as part of an 8-0 run
for Zanesville that made it 66-
47.

Ross countered with nine
straight points and trailed 66-
56 with 3:31 left to play, but
the Little Giants got no closer
than 70-63.

Jeff Green led Ross with 16
points, Shane McConnell had
15 and Todd Clark added 12.

Bobby Johsnon scored a
game-high 19 points for Zanes-
ville, Erwine added 13 and
Jon Ohlinger chipped in 12.

The Blue Devils shot 57 per-
cent (29 of 51), while Ross
made 39 percent (22 of 57) of
its shots. The Little Giants,
who made 14 of 18 free
throws, made seven of 21 3-
point field goal attempts.




Ross
whips
Eagles

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

PEMBERVILLE — Fremont
Ross combined a pair of scoring
streaks with solid defense Tues-
day night for a 67-47 victory over
Eastwood. !

The victory, Ross’s eighth
against four losses, was costly.
Sophomore starter Nick Wolf
fractured his right wrist during a
third quarter scramble and is
out indefinitly.

“It is the same one he broke in
football,” Ross athletic trainer
Joe Hershey said.

Eastwood (1-10), too, had its
share of misfortune, losing lead-
ing scorer Todd Adams 30 sec-
onds into the game because of a
knee injury. In the second half,
Eagles’ sixth man Brandon
Keiser took a blow to the jaw,
putting him out of the game.

But it was a “W” for Ross,
Coach Pat McGhee said.

“Offensively, we spurted a
little bit,” McGhee said, ‘“‘and we
got a lot of things off our defense
that we had not been getting.

“I thought our free throw
shooting was a lot better (16 of
24); I know we got them at the
right time. It seemed like we did
a lot of little things right.

“Like taking a couple of
charges, getting our ‘block outs’
squared away at halftime and
doing a better job at that.”

Ross, normally a strict man-to-
man defensive team, slipped into
a zone defense against the Ea-
gles. -

“The zone did hurt us,”
Eastwood Coach Steve Stoller
said. “They had been basically a
man-to-man team before."”

McGhee said going to the zone
was not unusual. He said his
team will have to alternate the
defenses to win the rest of the
season.

The sticky zone held Eastwood
to 16 of 47 shooting.

After trailing 5-2 and 9-7 in the'
first quarter, Ross took the lead
11-9 on Joe Frazer’s short shot.
Eastwood tied it a 17-all early in
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minute to play.

Green and McConnell led Ross
with 15 points apiece. Todd Clark
and Lance had 11 each. Lance
came off the bench to do his
work.

Gary Haas had 21 and Denny
DoWou cllrl%pped in 11 for



me; Eulwood 47
Score by
13 24 13 17—67
12 13 6 1747

- Jeff Green Eu. Nick Wolf 10-2,

McConnell 7-3-16, Todd Clark 2-7-11,
134, Joe Frazier Justin
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EASTWOOD - Matt Bauer 34-8, Rod Bauer 0-
22, Greg Keiser 3-7-13, Chad 168, Steve
Staats 2-2-7, Tony Wels 5-4-15, totuls 13-25-53.
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Banged-up
Ross boys
host Findlay

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer i

Pat McGhee promises his Fre-
mont Ross basketball team will
show up Friday night, but how
many Little Giants will be there
is another matter.

_Ross will host Findlay Friday
while the Ross girls travel to
Toled Macomber Saturday.

Illness and injury have
knocked two. starters from the
Ross lineup, the most recent 6-
foot-3 sophomore Nick Wolf.
Prior to that, it was 6-6 junior
and leading scorer Chris Wolfe.

Wolf, the one without the “e,”
broke his right wrist Tuesday
night in a 67-47 win over
Eastwood. Wolfe with the ‘“‘e” is
battling mononucleosis and has
missed the last two games.

The status of both are indefi-
nite.

If illness and injuries are not
enough Fproblems for McGhee’s
crew, Findlay rolls into town
Friday night for a Buckeye Cen-
tral Conference game.

“We started the season with a
lot of guys we had confidence in
and we still have confidence in
them,” McGhee said. ‘“We are

oing to have to havggleople do a

tter job of rebounding; that is
going to be the big thing.”

McGhee said he may jumble
the vaftsity team makeup. He did
that when Wolfe sat down, bring-
ing up 64 junior Joe Frazier
from the junior varsity.

“Joe has played pretty well,”
McGhee said, ‘“‘but we may look
.tRl bring someone else up off the

s.
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“You know that (Cory) Lance
and (Justin) Oxley are tough
kids and they will play hard, but
they are going to have to &lay
bigger than the 6-1, 150 pounds or
whatever they are.”

Findlay will bring a fast-
breaking, quick transition team
to Fremont, and, MeGhee
pointed out, the Trojans will be
taller than the Little Giants.

“Their fast break can devis-
tate you in a short amount of
time,” McGhee said about the
Trojans, 6-3 and 1-1 in BCC play.

“We are going to have get

some boards,” McGhee said.
“Rebounding, now with Nick
being out, is really, really a key
area.”

The Trojans are 66, 6-5, 6-3
acroufg-\e m line along with a
pair of 6-2 I

Sophomore Matt Miles is 66
and will clash with 6-7 Ross ju-
nior Jeff Green. That is the area
where Ross will match up the
best, McGhee said.

Chris Vance, 6-5, and Todd
Jensen, 6-3, are the other Trojan
front-liners. McGhee did not
name a lineup but could go with
6-3 senior Shane McConnell, Fra-
ger, Lance or Oxley flanking

reen.
The Findlay guards are twins
Korey and Kevin Hinkle. Ross

will counter with 5-10 Todd Clark

at one guard and bly Mark
Gottron, Do Gahnpo,?lelc{or Ro-

driguez or ey at the other
guard.

Jensen leads the BCC in scor-
ing, aver more than 21 per

game, while Vance is fifth with
nearly 16 per contest. Green
leads Ross scorers with just over
14 per game.

reen is sixth in the confer-
ence rebounding with eight a
game. Nick Wolf, before his in-
jury, was third in 3-point goal
shooting, hitting 43 percent on

BCC games.
The Ross girls travel to Ma-
Comber for a 1 p.m. Saturday

game.

Coach Sue Wolf’'s team has
won two straight and is 7-5 after
defeating Tiffin Columbian 49-42
Tuesday. x

In BCC stats, Joy Eishen of
Ross is sixth in scoring with
more than 13 a ‘game and team-
mate Kim Borys is 10th, averag-
ing nearly 10 and is second in 3-
point accuracy with 33 percent
on three of nine.

Borys is also second in assists
with over five a game and is
first in steals with over three per
contest.

Dian Schepflin pulls down 10
rebounds a game for Ross, good
for second in the BCC. Vickie
Castile is shooting 51 percent
from the field, ranking fifth.

P R A B S I TR O i S SR IS T L P h A iy



Findlay first Ross BCC victim

Lance, Oxley play key roles

By TIM HARMON
Staff writer

Basic basketball starts with
man-to-man defense.

Fremont Ross got down to the
basics Friday t in a 62-59
boys victory over Findlay,

“We tried to play zone early
and they busted a couple of shots
from the outside,” Coach
Pat McGhee said. “We switched
to match-up zone and that didn't
work then went to a gimmick-
... triangle-and-two ... and. that
lasted one possession.

“We were out of tricks and all
we had left was man-to-man."”

Ross, 94 and 1-3 in the Buck-
eye Central Conference, forced
Findlay into 37 percent shooting.

“We tried to pressure their
shooters,” McGhee said. ““(Cory)
Lance did a very nice job on
(Todd) Jensen, and obviously
scored some points.

“I thought (Shane) McConnell
played solid on (Chris) Vance,
and we weren't going to overlook
(Korey) Hinkle.”

Jensen, the BCC’s leading
scorer, led all scorers with 25
points but 11 of those came in the
first quarter. .

“We didn’t have anyone else
make up the scoring load offen-
sively,” Findlay Coach Roger
Renz said. “We got out to a 13-3
lead on them, and they bounced

right back.”
Vance added 11 points for the
Trojans and Matt s had 10,

but scored only two.

Renz made reference to the
absence of Ross's leading scorer,
Chris Wolfe, as well as Nick
Wolf. Wolfe and Wolf missed the

mkw v:lv:\‘ mononucleooll; and a
roken t, respectively.

McGhee, however, decided to
downplay their absence.

““That happens to every team;
we just happen to have them
come at the same time,” he said.
“I've said all along that one of
our is our depth.

“The effort level was unbelie-
vable for both teams in the
We were fortunate to make a
cousnle more shots.”

Although the Little Giants
made only 21 of 57 shots, they
made 19 of 29 free throws as the
Trojans committed 24 fouls.

Ross's depth shown through
brightly Friday in the person of
Cory Lance.

Lance scored a career-high 18
?oints on seven of 11 shooting

rom the field and pulled down
nine rebounds.

Justin Oxley added a career-

15 points and collected eight
rebounds, including six on the of-
fensive end.

“Rebounding' is critical with

See ROSS, B-2

Crimson Streaks escape
against Bettsville 58-57

News-Messenger reports

BETTSVILLE — Escaping
Bettsville with a 5857 victory
Friday night, Fremont St. Jo-
sth remains in first place in the
Midland Athletic League boys
basketball race.

“I don’t know how we do it,
but we're winning,” St. Joe
Coach Biz Paeth said.

St. Joe overcame a seven-point
deficit with five minutes left to
play and staved off an upset
when Ryan Chapman’s jumlﬁ
shot from the lane missed wil
two seconds remaining.

“We just kept pecking away,
and we're fortunate to get out of
there,” Paeth said.

The Crimson Streaks, 10-2 and
90 in the MAL, led 15-14 after
one quarter and 33-29 at half-
time. The Bobcats, though, out-
scored the Streaks 20-10 in the
third quarter for a 4943 lead.

St. Joe regained the lead 56-54
on a basket by Mike Denman,
who led all scorers with 26 points

and grabbed 16 rebounds.

Jeff House made it 58-54 with a
driving layup before Chad
Straub’s 3-point shot with 18 sec-
onds to go accounted for the final
points.

The Bobcats got their final
chance when Tim Meek missed
the front end on a one-and-one
after Straub’s 3-pointer.

Straub scored 23 points for
Bettsville, 3-8 and 27, Bryan
Chapman added 14 and Ryan
Chapman chipped in 10.

“It seemed they (Bettsville)
were playing not to-lose instead
of to win once they got the lead,”
Paeth said. “Until you start win-
ning some games, I guess that’s
what happens.”

The loss was Bettsville's sec-
ond straight one-point setback.

The Bobcats fell 6564 to Old
Fort Tuesday after a one-point
win over St. Wendelin last Fri-
day and a two-point loss to New
Riegel.
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JUSTIN OXLEY of Ross returns an offensive re-
bound for two points in front of Findlay's Matt
Miles Friday night during the Little Giants' 62-59

Buckeye Central Conference victory over the Tro-
jans at the Purple Pit. Oxley, who had scored just
21 points this season, had 15 against the Trojans.



MARK GOTTRON, left, of Ross reaches for the
ball while attempting to steal it from Chris Ireland

|
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of Findlay during Friday's game at Ross High
School. Ross won 62-59.

Ross

Continued From B-1

our size now,” said McGhee.

Findlay won the rebounding
battle 42-37, but Lance, Oxley
and Jeff Green with 14 rebounds
did enough boardwork to neutral-
ize the Trojans, 6-4 and 1-2.

After Findlay raced to its
early lead on four baskets by
Jensen and two by Miles, Lance
sparked an 114 Ross run with
eight points and the Trojans led
17-14 after one quarter.

Ross, which led 10 and 3-2,
didn’t lead again until an Oxley

utback made it 30-28 with 1:18
eft in the first half.

Findlay, which led by as many
as seven in the second quarter,
appeared to have momentum

heading into the lockerroom
when Vance gave it a 34-30 lead

on a steal and slam dunk with

two seconds remaining in the
half. Vance, though, was as-
sessed a technical foul for hang-
ing on the rim and Todd Clark
made both free throws.

Lance scored six points and
Oxley had five in the third quar-
ter and the period ended with the
teams tied 47-all.

The Little Giants opened up a
61-53 lead with 2:14 left in the
game, but a Jensen int field
goal and two free ws by
Todd Phillips made it 61-58.

“We made some incredible
turnovers in the last few min-
utes,” Renz said. “It kept us
from getting back in the game.”

The Trojans, who made 25 of
67 shots, committed seven of
their 15 tum’overs in the fourth

quarter.

Clark and Kevin Hinkle traded
free throws and the teams each
committed a turnover in the
final 1:17, but Findlay had two
chances to force an overtime.

“We were fortunate to get a
couple of shots,” Renz said. ;

ith eight seconds left, Jensen
got off a 3-point attempt from
the right corner with Lance in
his face.

“We knew they would get
shot,” McGhee said. ‘“We wanted
to try and force them out farther
than they normally would-be. We
didn’t want to give up a 3-polnter
with their feet set.”

Jensen’s shot missed and
Lance was tied up after gnbblng
the rebound off the floor.

Possession went to Findlay
and Vance missed a 3-pointer
from out front.

3



19-62.
$-point goals: Jensen 3, McConnell.
Records: Findlay 64 (1-2), Ross 94 (1-3).



Sandusky hands Ross
non-conference setback

By TIM HARMON
Staff writer

Sandusky bounded into the
Purple Pit Saturday night fresh
from a 78-32 pasting of North
Ridgeville Friday evening.

The Blue Streaks raced to a 14-
6 first-quarter lead and went on
to defeat Fremont Ross 64-51 in a
non-conference high school boys
basketball game.

One didn’t have to look hard to
find the keys to the game.

“We got off to good starts in
the first and third quarters,”
Sandusky Coach John
Schlessman said. “That was cer-
tainly a factor.”

Ross, 9-5, never led.

“They got a quick jump on
us,” Ross Coach Pat McGhee
said. ‘“The quick start was a fac-
tor. It took away a lot of things
we would have done defensively,
like zones and things. They
spurted on us one other time.”

The ninth-rated team in Ohio,
according to The Associated
Press, also outscored the Little
Giants 10-3 at the start of the
second half to win for the 13th
time in 14 games.

“This is not an easy place to
win at,” Schlessman said.

Ross trailed by as many as 19
points, 42-23, with 5:53 remaining
in the third quarter.

““They could have quit,”
Schlessman said. “Instead, they
came out and trapped us and
their seniors really helped pick
up the defensive intensity."”

Ross, which trailed 32-20 at

halftime, still trailed by 13, 49-36,
after three quarters. _

Cory Lance opened the fourth
quarter with a rare putback for
Ross. The Little Giants even-
tually made the score 58-49 with
2:17 left to play on back-to-back
3-point field goals by Shane Mec-
Connell.

Ross’s lone basket the rest of
the way was a hoop by Joe Fra-
zier with 33 seconds to go.

“‘Offensive rebounds, free
throws, loose balls...I don’t
think we did the little things we
need to do to win,”” McGhee said.

Ross missed 10 of its 21 foul
shots.

“Poor free throw shooting is
inexcusable,” McGhee said. “It’s
concentration and practice.

“You have to take a lot of
pride in your free throw shoot-
ing. : elgver)&body taktes it for
granted, and you can’t against
team like Sandusky.” ’ }

Jeff Green led Ross with 15
points and McConnell scored 13.

Jarrod Williams led Sand
with 15 points, Shawn Reed
scored 14, Terrill Green added 13
and Orlando Keys chipped in 12.

“Fremont controlled the
of the game, but we still got
some transition baskets,”
Schlessman said.

Sandusky only took 47 shots
but made 21 for 45 percent. Ross
was 19 of 52 (37 percent).

The Blue Streaks also con-

trolled the backboards, pulling
down 40 rebounds to 24 for Ross.



Basketball

High School Boys
Saﬁdusky 64, Ross 51

Score by quarters
Sandusky 14 18 17 156—64
Ross 6 14 16 1551

SANDUSKY — Jarrod u!lllaml 54-15, Terril
Green 4-5-13, Orlando Keys &o-lz.SluwnBoed
30-7, Darvio McDaniel 3-0-14, Sha-Ki Johnson 0-
1-1, Maurice Kirsey 0-2-2, totals 21-20-64

ROSS—Coryhnced-l-O ToddClnrkH-?
Justin Oxley 1<0-2, Shane McConnell 4-2-13, Jeff
Green 6-8-15 Chris Wolfe 1-1-3, Joe Frazier 1-0-
2, totals 19-10-51.

3-point goals: Williams, Reed, McConnell 3.

Records: Sandusky 13-1, Ross 9-5.
Sandusky JV 58, Ross 49

Score by quarters
Sandusky 10 9 16 23—58
Ross 10 12 18 9—49

Scoring

SANDUSKY — Scott 1-0-2, Brian Willis
746-21, Brad Johnson 1-24, Bryce Weatherspoon
419, Chad Taylor 2-26, Kiniyuna Hearns 6-0-
12, Todd Lawson 1-24, totals 22-13-58.

ROSS — Jon Hetrick 140-2, Mark Sheidler 1-2-
4, Alec Shawl 140-2, Justin Perry 2-1-5, Damon
Walkerz-(H RanZlmmrman’l-&-zo Chris
Benson 1-1-3, Do Gahn 4-1-9, totals 19-1149,

3-point g oals:

Records Sandusky 13-1 Ross 86.
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caster player Friday night during the Little Gi-

TODD CLARK (24) of Fremont Ross looks for an
ants’ 54-43 victory over the Golden Gales.

open teammate despite tight defense from a Lan-
v

Ross downs
Golden Gales

Little Giants
post BCC win

By JOHN HARMON
Staff correspondent

Defense and rebounding keyed
Fremont Ross’ 5443 Buckeye
Central Conference victory Fri-
day night over Lancaster.

The Little Giants:‘ 10-5 and 2;3

Ross in
hunt at
Alliance

in the BCC, stopped 1 ]
inside game of Greg Cave and
Trevor Walker and outrebounded
the Golden Gales 34-25.

Cave scored 10 of his 13 points
in the second half and Walker
was held to just two for the
game.

“This was a very important
win to come back and beat a
good ball club like Lancaster,”
Ross Coach Pat McGhee said.
“We had good perimeter help de-
fensively dropping down on Cave
when he got the ball.”

Ross avengerd a 74-55 loss at
Lancaster earlier this season.
The Little Giants also kept the
Gales, 12-5 and 5-2 in the BCC,
from moving into a tie for the
BCC lead.

Newark dropped only its third
BCC game in the conference's
three-year history, 70-68 to Find-
lay Friday, and fell to 5-1.

Lancaster shot 33 percent (15
of 46) from the field.

“That’s as poor as we've shot
all year,” Lancaster Coach Jack
Greath said. “I liment
Ross, they did a nice job playing
good defense, we were out of
sync all night.”

See RSS, B-3

reports

ALLIANCE — Fremont
Ross put itself in contention
for the top spot in the 26-team
Alliance Invitational Wres-
tling Tournament Friday.

Unofficial scoring has Ross
either second or fourth after
the first two rounds.

““The scored is a little fouled
up and they were still working
;on it after the last matches,”
Ross assistant Coach Rick
Boggs said. “One set of scores
has us second and the other
fourth.”

The Little Giants are joined
in the logjam at the by
Lakewood St. Edwards, Cleve-
land St. Joseph and Stow
Walsh Jesuit, the top three
teams in Ohio acco: to
the Ohio High School Athletic
Association Coaches Poll.

Ross has 10 of its 11 wres-
tlers left in the champi
round f:ing into today’s quar-
terfinals.

David Boda, 103 pounds,
David Alejandro (112), Jon

Lugar (119), John Alejandro
(125), Brian Palomo (130),

See HUNT, B-2

Ross
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Joe Frazier, who replaced Jeff
Green with 3:30 left in the first
quarter when Green picked up
his second foul, was instrumen-
table in holding Cave in check.

“Frazier did a super job and
gave us some quality minutes
spelling Green and (Chris)
Wolfe,” McGhee said.

Wolfe also got into early foul
trouble with two fouls in the first
quarter.

The game was scoreless until
Cory Lance made a jump shot
for Ross after 2:54 had elapsed
in the game.

Rosq‘ led 86 after one quarter

and stretched its lead to 27-18 at
the half.

“It’s tough coming up here and
we didn’t play well,” Greathouse
said. “We knew we would be up
against it here.

“We didn’t shoot well and we
didn’t execute. We were not
crisp at all.”

Cave came to life in the third
quarter and scored all eight of
Lancaster’s points as the Gales
pulled to within six points, 32-26.

Lancaster pulled to within
four, 34-30, when Bucky Triplett
hit a jump shot from the corner
with 6:15 remaining for two of
his 12 points.

Lance, who finished with 12
points, scored off a rebound and
Wolfe converted a int
play to give Ross a 39-30 lead.

“Our rebounding, was a key to

seg‘tjing up our offense,” McGhee
said.

Green grabbed 10 rebounds
and Wolfe collected eight.

The Golden Gales were forced
to foul and shoot from long
range. Jeff Kennedy hit a pair of
3-point shots to keep it interest-
ing but Ross was able to hit the
free throws down the stretch.

Todd Clark, who scored 10 of

his team-high 14 points on per-

fect free throw shooting, and
Wolfe was six out of nine from
the foul line in the final period.
The Little Giants were 20 of 29
from the line in the game.

“It was better than the 37 per-
cent we shot last Saturday (a 64-
51 loss to Sandusky),” McGhee
said. “‘It’s something we have to
continue to improve on to win
games the rest of the season.”
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Jeff Green of Ross grabs a rebound away from Greg Cave of Lan-
caster during second half action Friday at Ross. Cave has a good
hold on Green’s wrist as the two battle for the ball.



Records: Lancaster 125 (5-2), Ross 105 (2

Lancaster JV 51, Ross 45
Lancaster e 9 14 12 1651
Ross 10 8 4 13-4

Garverick 2-2-6, Neil 3-10-17, Matt Maul-
ler 146, Larry Mitchell 0-1-1, Jason Newman 5
313, totals 13-23-51.

ROSS — Jon Hetrick 1-0-2, Mark Scheidler 4
3-11, Alec Shawl 408, Doug Horn 10-2, Justin
Perry 140-2, Ryan Zimmerman 6<0-12, Chris
Benson 2-1-5, Gahn 1-1-3, totals 20-545.

3-point goals: Muck, Snider.



Ross passes road test at Clay

By JOHN CUMMINGS
Staff correspondent

OREGON — Fremont Ross students are
in the midst of exams this week. Tuesday
night, the Ross boys basketball team
passed a test of its own, defeating Oregon

big test for the Little Giants seemed
to be how well they had studied the art of
;;-)eef tzl;row shooting. They passed, hitting

of 29.

“We have worked very hard on free
throw shooting, every other team
does,” Ross Coach Pat McGhee said. “We
have the ability to do well, but it is our
most inconsistent area.”

Ross made 15 of 19 free throws in the
fourth quarter to preserve the win.

The Eagles held a 17-16 lead after the
first quarter after taking-their first lead,

1210 with 3:12 left in the period on a 10-
footer by Don Miller.

The Little Giants responded with a dif-
ferent defensive philosophy in the second
quarter, holding Clay to eight points and
taking a 33-25 haltime lead.

“The first quarter was up-and-down (the
court), and I was a little concerned with
the number of points being put on the
board,” McGhee said. “But we slowed it
down in the second quarter, because we
just can’t play race horse basketball.”

Ross o})ened the second quarter with an
80 run, forcing Clay to take a timeout fac-
ing a seven-point deficit.

“Their size and ability hurt us,” Clay
Coach Doug Dippman said. “We couldn’t
go inside so it took some things away from

they would get the rebound. We couldn’t
do anything.”

Chris Wolfe and Jeff Green, both 6-foot-
6, combined for 17 points and 24 rebounds.
Green led all players with 15 rebounds.

Neither team could do much of an;
in the third quarter, as Clay outscor
Ross 8-6.

Clay, 89, cut Ross’s lead to 35-33 when
Josh Jaco hit a short jumper late in the
third quarter. A basket by Justin Oxley,
and free throws by Mark Gottron and
Shane McConnell gave Ross a 39-33 lead
with one quarter left.

““(The third quarter) was our chance,”
Dippman said. “Fremont couldn’t score,
and we couldn’t get good enough shots to
take advantage, that says something for

ense.”

us. Their two big kids hurt us, they would their def
missed the shot

post up, and even if they

The two teams went a combined four-

for-21 from the field in the third quarter.

“We picked up the pace a little (after
that),” McGhee said. “We found a way to
get the job done, to get the cushion, we are
inding ways to win, and not really worry-
ln%::)ut how we do it.” .

built a 10-point fourth lead,

and a three-point play by Todd Clark off a
missed Green free throw gave the Little
Giants a 5947 lead.

Clark finished with 12 points and seven
rebounds. Oxley led Ross with 13 points.

“Todd had a nice floor game,” McGhee
said. “He made the adjustments that he
had to make, and played a solid game,
which is something a good point guard
needs to do.”

“‘His seven rebounds were just an added
bonus, and he did it all real quietly.”

Like studying for exams.
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3-point goals: McMahon 2,
Hetrick, Scheidler.



McGhee: No surprises
on Ross trip to Newark

News-Messenger reports

Things won’t change for Fre-
mont Ross when the Little Gi-
ants travel to Newark Friday
night for a boys Buckeye Central
Conference basketball game
against the Wildcats.

Ross, 116 and 2-3 in the BCC,
won’t alter its style against
state-ranked Newark, 15-2 and 5-
1in the BCC.

The Little -Giants also won’t
see much change in the way the
Wildcats approach the game.

“No major surprises,” Ross
Coach Pat McGhee said. ‘“They
are big and they are talented.”

Jeff Quackenbush (6-8),
Dwayne Roming (6-7) and Rob

Evans (6-4) form Newark’s
frontcourt.

“Their guard play is better
than people think,” McGhee
said. “They’re not as one dimen-
sional as you think, but you still
?ave to stop the two big kids up
ront.”

Sophomore Bobby Sellers and
senior Alsindor Allen, a pair of 6-
foot guards, orchestrate the
Wildcats.

“We’re going to play man-to-
man and get after them,” McG-
hee said.

Ross will start Jeff Green,
Chris Wolfe and Shane McCon-
nell up front and Todd Clark and
Cory Lance in the backcourt.

‘“We’re going to take it right at
them and see what we can do,”
McGhee said. “They’ll try to put
a lot of pressure on Clark hand-
ling the ball, and they will force
us to shoot from the perimeter.

“We’re just going to have to
take higl:l?ercentage shot-
s ... and it all comes back to re-
bounding as big as they are.”

McGhee expects a big crowd
at Newark High School, where
the Wildcats are playing their
last home game of the season.

“We have to play with the
tempo and keep the crowd out of
the game as much as we can,”
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McGhee said. ‘“‘Be smart and ex-
ecute.”

Elsewhere Friday, Genoa will
try to win its first Suburban
Lakes League title since 1977-78
when it travels to Kansas for a
game with Lakota, which is
three games off the pace;
Eastwood visits Gibsonburg in a
game with less at take than in
recent years and Woodmoore
faces Otsego in Tontogany.

In Sandusky Bay Conference
action, Clyde travles to Milan for
a game against Edison, Oak
Harbor hosts Margaretta and
Port Clinton travels to Sandusky
Perkins.

Fremont St. Joseph Central
Catholic, which is a half game
behind North Baltimore in the
Midland Athletic League, has the
night off.

In MAL games, Old Fort takes
on Calvert in Tiffin and
Bettsville visits New Riegel.

Northern Ohio League-leading
Bellevue hosts Upper Sandusky.




Problems add up to 71-49
Ross setback at Newark

Special to The News-Messenger

NEWARK — Different kinds of problems at different times of
the game Friday night for Fremont Ross added up to a 7149
Newark victory over the Little Giants.

. Ross, 116 and 24 in the Buckeye Central Conference, com-
mitted six of its 16 turnovers in the first quarter and Newark
took a 13-11 lead.

The Little Giants made just four of 12 shots from the field in
the second period, while the Wildcats made nine of 17 to in-
crease their lead to 33-21 at halftime.

In the third quarter, Ross missed all five of its free throws as
Newark made 10 of 14 foul shots.

“They had too much talent and skill inside for us tonight,”
Ross Coach Pat McGhee said. ‘I thought they played a super
game.n

Newark, 16-2 and 6-1 in the BCC, clinched at least a tie for its
third straight conference championship.

Jeff Quackenbush scored 21 points and Dwayne Romine 20
for Newark, including eight and six, respectively, in the second
quarter. Romine led all rebounders with 14 and Quackenbush
grabbed 12.

The Wildcats outrebounded Ross 12-6 in the second quarter.
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The Little Giants, who made
only six of 12 free throws, shot 35
percent from the field. .

“They got in our face and
made it tough for us,” McGhee
said, ‘““and they really took us off
the offensive boards.”

Said Newark Coach Gary Wal-
ters, ‘“Defense was a point of em-
phasis for us.”

Chris Wolfe led Ross 16 points
and 12 rebounds, but was the
only Little Giant in double fig-
ures.

The Little Giants will host Fos-
toria Tuesday night. The Red-
men are ranked seventh in The
Associated Press Division IT bas-
ketball poll.







Ross falls
at home

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

Toss out the old basketball
proverb that the home court
gives the home team an ad-
vantage especially when the
home team is its own worst
opponent.

Fostoria outscored Fremont
Ross 22-7 at the foul line Tues-
day night in The Purple Pit
while ling to a 5851
high school boys basketball
victory.

The Redmen, ranked sev-
enth in the latest Division II
Associated Press state rank-
ings, shot 37 free throws to the
Little Giants’ 14.

However, Ross Coach Pat
McGhee did not lay blame to
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the foul line seige.

“We had too many turnovers,”
Ross Coach Pat McGhee said.
“We didn’t take care of the ball
very well and we did not block
out defensively very well.

“Those were the two areas that
we were very concerned with
going into the game, and we just
-did not get the job done in those
Awo areas.”

. Casey McBeth took advantage
of the poor blocking out to take
the air out of the Little Giants.

Ross trailed 49-42 with 2:21 re-
maining when Fostoria’s Pratt
‘Robinson missed a pair of free
throws. A Little Giant appeared
to have the ball but McBeth
stepped around, grabbed the ball
and laid it in, putting Ross down
by nine.

Ross, 11-7, never recovered.
The Little Giants closed to 54-49
with 1:01 to play, but McBeth’s
handiwork was a setback from
which the Little Giants could not
recover.

The Redmen, 16-2, canned
seven of 10 free throws from that
point to preserve the win.

Both teams had trouble hand-
ling the ball in the first half, each
committing 14 turnovers.

Fostoria rebounded from a 13-9
first-quarter dificit to lead 24-22
at halftime.

While poor ball handling con-
tinued to plague Ross —the Little

Giants with 25, six more than the
Redmen — in the second half, the
Redmen went the other direction.

“We did a lot better job on the
boards in the second half,” Fos-
toria Coach Jim Rutter said,
“and we handled the ball bet-
ter.”

Rutter said he also found some
mismatches offensively that his
hte:l;n could not find in the first

“Normally we try to search for
mismatches,” he explained. ‘It
does not have to be size mis-
match; we look for a quickness
mismatch or size mismatch.”

Rutter found the quickness
mistmatch — and McBeth
stabbed Ross in the back.

Fostoria spurted to a 29-23 lead
early in the third quartr but Ross
tied it on a pair of Chris Wolfe
baskets and one by Jeff Green.
That was the final time Ross got
that close.

Fostoria built a 47-37 lead two
minutes into the final quarter
and never let it slip below five
after that.

“We were inconsistent,” McG-
hee said. “They have excellent
athletes who are quick and very
strong and they got some baskets
that you’d like not give up ... like
rebounds where they take the
ball away and put it back in.”

McGhee said he was happy
with the tempo of the game. It
was what he wanted.

“Everything was right,” he
said, “‘except the turnovers and
the boards.”

Wolfe, using a variety of moves

in the paint, led Ross with 23°
points but he was the only Little
Giant in double figures. Todd
Clark had nine.

McBeth topped Fostoria with
14 and Ryan Hipsher, the Red-
men’s leading scorer this season
with over 18 per game, had 12.
He was scoreless in the first half
after going to the bench early

with two quick fouls.

Fostoria had only two more re-
bounds, 37-35, than Ross but
picked up the key ones when it
needed them.

Ross was 21 of 47 shooting and
Fostoria 17 of 48.

Ross hosts Zanesville Friday
night in a Buckeye Central Con-
ference game.




Fostoria 58, Ross 51

. Score by quarters
Fostoria 9 15 16 18—58
Ross 13 9 11 1851

Scoring

FOSTORIA - Casey McBeth 6-2-14, Derek
Kidwell 2-04, Ryan Hipsher §-1-12, Pratt Robin-
son 24-9, Aaron Hampton 1-3-5, Robert Holmes
0-6-6, Davon Cousin 1-24, Tony Settles 0-4-4, to-
tals 17-22-58.

ROSS - Chris Wolfe 11-1-23, Jeff Green 3-0-6,
Cory Lance 0040, Shane MecConnell 204, Todd
Clark 24-9, Justin Oxley 140-2, Mark Gottron 2-
27, totals 21.7-51.
t"3.;|mlnt goals: Hipsher, Robinson, Clark, Got-

Records: Fostoria 16-2, Ross 11-7.

Ross JV 50, Fostoria 49

Score by quarters (2 OT)

Fostoria 9 510 17 6 2—49
Ross 12 10 9 10 6 3—50
Scoring

RIA - Ryan Dunbar 3-2-8, Anthony
Fi 346, Rod Dunbar 140-2, Russel Rob-

inson 11-0-25, Chad Robbins 3-28, totals 20-6-49,
ROSS - Mark Sheidler 5-5-15, Alec Shawl 1-0-
2, Justin 'Perry 4-1-9, Damon Walker 3-0-6,
Ryan Zimmerman 3-1-7, Charles Benson 3-1-7,
Hector Rodriguez 1-24, totals 20-10-50.
3-point goals: Robinson 3.



Ross edges Zanesville 58-55

By TIM HARMON
Staff writer

Nothing comes easy for the Fremont
Ross boys basketball team these days.

In the final home game of the season
Friday night, the Little Giants moved out
to a 17-point lead then held on for a 58-55
Buckeye Central Conference victory over
Zanesville.

“They should have never got that
close,” Ross Coach Pat McGhee said. “We
had three stupid mistakes.”

Three misses on the front end of one-
and-one free throw situations in the final
two minutes, a lane violation on another
and uncontested layups by Zanesville's
Steve Hodge and Jason Payton 25 seconds
apart in the fourth quarter elped the Blue
Devlls reduce a 48-31 Ross lead.

“Mistakes we had not made the whole

“They should have
never got that close.”

— Pat McGhee

game,” McGhee said. “We made them in
atgroup and we let them have a run back
at us.

After a 12-footer by Bobby Johnson
mudeit.%-&withlﬂremalnilg Ross’s
Todd Clark made both ends of a one-and-
one with 41 seconds left.

The lane violation and a pair of misses
from the foul line by Clark gave Zanesville
three cracks at getting closer, but the Dev-
ils got no closer than the final count on
Payton’s putback with five seconds to go.

“We had a great comeback,” Zanesville

Coach Lee Himmeger said. “We had a
glh::ce to come back and beat a good

Zanesville, 7-13 and 1-7 in the BCC,
might have made it all the way back ex-
cept for critical turnovers and two of 14
shooting in the third quarter.

“We forced ourselves to turn the ball
over,” Himmeger said. ‘“When you're
playing catch-up basketball, sometimes
you become your own worst enemy.”

Ross, 12-7 and 34 in the BCC, led 48-31
with 4:15 left in the third quarter but
failed to score the remainder of the period.

“We were really sharp in the third quar-
ter,” McGhee said. “We got the shots we
wanted and played good defense.”

While the Little Giants were disecting
the Zanesville defense for six of 13 shoot-
ing in the third quarter, the Blue Devils

went six minutes without a field goal.

“We tell the kids to believe in our of-
fense,” Himmeger said. “If we have the
shot we put it up. We go to who is avail-
able to get the job done.”

In the third quarter, though, the Devﬂs
got just one shot on most possessions

Ross utilized several defenses — ‘a 23
zone, a man-to-man and a 1-2-1-1 press.

“We wanted to keep their guards off bal-
ance,” McGhee said. “We felt they had a
good inside game. By changing defenses,
they had to attack differently to get the
ball inside.”

Zanesville led 8-2 early before the Little
Giants tied the score at 13-all and took an
18-17 lead after the first quarter. The Blue
Devils last lead was a 17-16 with 32 sec-

See ROSS, B-3



R

om~MnsongorIT erry Reimer

+ CORY LANCE of Fremont Ross looks for room to operate Friday
night in the Little Giants’ 58-55 victory over Zanesville.

Ross

Continued From B-1

onds left in the period.

Chris Wolfe scored eight of his
game-high 22 points in the second
quarter, and Ross led 36-26 at
halftim

e.
Johnson scored off a rebound
with 1:22 left in the quarter,
which closed at 48-33. .
Zanesville’s Brandy Erwine
sandwiched a pair of 3-point
shots around a Cory Lance free
throw at the outset of the fourth
quarter, pulling the Blue Devils

to within 10 points at 49-39.

A 17-footer by Clark with 6:41
left to play and a jump hook by
Wolfe with 3:59 to go kept the
Devils at bay until Hodge and
Payton scored on layups.

“Maybe we relaxed a little too
early,” McGhee said. “We got a
little tentative.”

Jeff Green, who led all re-
bounders with 10, added 10 points
for Ross.

Johnson led four Zanesville
players in double figures with 17
points, Hodge scored nine of his
13 points in the first quarter and
Erwine and Jason Payton added
10 points apiece.



_High School Boys

Ross 58, Zanesville 55

Score by
Zanesville 17 9 7 2-5
Ross 18 18 12 10—58

Scoring

ZANESVILLE — Chris Norris 1-24, Bobby
Johnson 7-2-17, Steve Hodge 6-1-13, Jon Oh-
er 10-2, Brandy Erwine 3-2-10, Jason Pay-
mms-&m, Cory zlgxlc?lu Justin Oxley 1-35

140-2, Todd Clark 2-4-8, Shane Mc-'

Connell 20-6, Chris Wolfe 94-22, Jeff Green 50
10, Joe Frazier 2-1-5, totals 22-12-58.

3-point goals: Erwine 2, McConnell 2.

Records: Z'ville 7-13 (1-7), Ross 12-7 (34).

Zanesville JV 40, Ross 35

Score by quarters
Zanesville b’ 2 713 9—-4
Ross 10 13 6 6—35

Scoring

ZANESVILLE — Brad Ziemer 6-2-16, Mike
%ﬂfoot 1-3-5, Heath Touvell 0-2-2, Joe Dunn 3

Pete Mathews 3-5-11, totals 13-12-40.
— Jon Hetrick 2-0-6 Mark Sheidler 3-1-
Alec Shawl 204, Justln Perry 408, Allen
Douey 14-2, Ryan Zlmmerman 10-2, Hector

uez 3-1-7 totla s 16-2-35.
3-point goals: Ziemer 2, Jon Hetrick.
Records: Zanesville 12-8, Ross 10-9.

£
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Findlay ends drought against Ross

By JOHN cuuumos
nun
— The Tro, fana of Fin

ngh School accompl thmé:nf

day night in their Buckeye Central er-
ence ame with Fremont Ross.

Trojans’ 63-51 win g::e them sole
measl third place in the BCC at 44.
, 12-8, finished the BCC season at 3-5.

O It was Findlay’s first win over the
Little Giants in the past three years. Ross
had won the last five m 5

“It feels good to finally beat Fremont
y Coach Roger Renz said. I

! our kids were almost too ready, too

So that we were overplaying
ourha:lves it took awhile for us to get
calm.”

The Trojans, 137, took until the third
quarter to calm down., After tmmls
after one quarter and 3228 at
Findlay went on a 21-6 third quarter ram-
page, putting Ross in a 49-38 hole.

“Findlay did a lot of things well to-

“They took the low post aivay g‘“"‘

and we couldn’t hit the
outside shot. In a nutshell,
that’s the ballgame.”

— Pat McGhee, Ross coach

t,” Ross Coach Pat McGhee said,
‘‘and that was the difference.”
Findlay committed just three second-
half turnovers, whlla its 1-3-1 zone forced
ucond-hal! by the Little Gi-

“We didn’t handle tho (1-8-1) zone effec-
tlvely." McGhee said. “We expected them
to play some zone, nnd we got decent
shots, but we just didn’t hit them.”
Ross made three of 12 from the field in
the third quarter and five of 12 in the
fourth quarter. Three of Ross’s five fourth

uarter field goals were 3-pointers by
McConnell, who finished with 15

cnm Wolfe, who also scored 15 for Ross,

collected a 11 rebounds al-
thoue the Trojans outrebounded the Little

it oumiu first shot, you got to get
the nxxt one,” McGhee said. “And they
took the low wa&;tn the second half)
and we ouuida shot. In a
nutshell, that’s the ballgéme.

Tbe‘l‘rojmlhutmelowputdownto
the extent that Ross’s big men, Wolfe and
Jeff Green, lcored a coml eight points
ln the second half. Green, who finished

th eight polntl, was held to one basket in
ucond half and Wolfe to six, inclu
a slam off a Trojan turnover with 2:20 le
to play that cut Findlay’s lead to 61-51.

Chris Vance wl(.h 13 points was one of

five Findlay players in double
Vince Perrine a led 11 and Kevin

Matt Miles and Todd Jensen each added

Back to-back baskets by Jensen and
Miles gave the Trojans their first lead of
the game, 37-36, with five minutes left in

quarter

Findlay went on a 7-0 scoring run before
Green got his lone buket of the second
half, cutﬁng d to 44-38 with 2:02 left
in the perlod

Green’s basket ended a three-minute
scoring draught by

u Flnd].ny built a 14-pol.nt lud, 55-41. The
eGlantagotclom'thn.nio—nfm'~

Wolfe's slam.
““This is a to

place to play,” McGhee
said. “We woul J
than we did.”

have liked to play better

“But it's back to work, now they
have the same record as we do, 0-0.”

Ross plays Ashland in the Dlvlslon I sec-
tional tournament Tuesday at Norwalk.



Basketball

High School Boys
Findlay 63, Ross 51
© Score

by quarters
Fremont Ross 19 13 6 1351
Findlay 15 13 21 4-—-63

Scoring
ROSS — Chris Wolfe 6-2-15, Justin Oxlz‘_l-o-
2, Jeff Green 408, Shane McConnell 15,
}loddClarkMCoryuncez-l-b.mhmﬂ-

FINDLAY — Todd Jensen 3-4-10, Chris Vance
6-0-13, Matt Miles 50-10, Kevin Hinkle 3-3-10,
Vince Perkins 40-11, Todd Phillips 1-0-3, Rick
Ritzler 1-0-2, Chris Ireland 2-0+4, totals 25-7-63.

3-point goals: McConnell 3, Wolfe, Perkins 3,
Vance, Hinkle, Phillips.

Records: Ress 12-8 (3-§), Findlay 14-6 (44).

Findlay JV 50, Ross 39

Sceore by quarters
Fremont Ross b 4 6 13 16—39
Findlay 15 156 13 7—950

Scoring

ROSS — Shawl 419, Horn 140-2, 1-24,
Dorsey 10-2, Walker 1-3-5, Wolf 1-0-2,
man 1-0-2, Benson 2-2-6, Langston 1-0-2,
Sheidler 2-1-5, totals 15-8-39.

FINDLAY — Allison 3-1-7, Paris 4-1-9, Lobb
$0-10, Hall 1-0-2, Gralock 4-0-8, Gray 2-2-7, Van
Atta 140-2, Richardson 0-2-2, Fenberg 1-1-3, to-
tals 214-50‘..“ ol

3-point goals: \

« Record: Ross 10-10.
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; Doug Robinson, Toledo Rog-

nior, 66, Jr., 14.0
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AREA HONORABLE MENTION: Chris
Wolfe, Jeff Green, Fremont Ross.

ers, 511, Sr., 2.4;

Luke

Toledo St.

Scott, 65, Sr. 12.0;

John's, 6-6, Sr., 18.0;
6-1, Sr., 20.0.

Player of the year: Donnie Dobbs, Toledo

Macomber.

Coach of the year: Ben Williams, Toledo

Scott.
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Wolfe first-team BCC choice

News-Messenger reports

Chris Wolfe of Fremont Ross was named to the first team,
All-Buckeye Central Conference boys basketball team an-
nounced by the coaches.

Wolfe, a junior, was joined by classmate Jeff Green, a sec-
ond-team selection, as the Little Giants’ representatives on the
coaches’ selections.

Todd Jensen of Findlay and Dwayne Romine of Newark were
named co-players of the year and Jack Greathouse of Lancas-
ter won the coach of the year honors.

Other first-team selections included Jeff Quackenbush of
I\{clalwark, Greg Cave of Lancaster and Bobby Johnson of Zanes-
ville.

On the second team with Green are Bobby Seller of Newark,
Chris Vance of Findlay, Jeff Kennedy of Lancaster and Chris
Norris of Zanesville.

Todd Clark and Shane McConnell of Ross were honorable
mention.

SPORTS The News-Messenger, Fremont, Ohio, Wednesday, March 21,1990 B-3

‘Blair, four others named ‘most valuable’ at Ross awards program

News-Messenger reports a and
Wﬂtgmﬂg diving uﬁ":ﬂ""“’" third last year trophy. Wm-mm vumc.suu,.'mm,thzm Other hn:e'"m were
3‘5‘""" .J. lulni the title earlier Uml.uﬂﬂh-phmﬁmm special awards went to m"wnw.ﬁ"% '
Fremoot Ross High Scwool  this month. Be the Division I state meet at 140 Joy Eishen as the best percent.  theiy state. toutmamont nezom. ’ p
athletes voted “most valuable also received pounds, also won the most take-  age free throw shooter and Dian  plishments. ! 1 1
by their teammates in winter the ‘‘Coaches downs award with a school re-  Schepflin for being the leading 3
% o Award” from cord 165. The 3 Members of the wrestling 2
awards announced at the Ross Wi o : ; e McConsall paced the boys hon- - 5 3 j
e i e eer Heavywe Chad Green won orees in awards handed out by eye Central Conference Tourna- L |
lntl'uhl?-o:!'ml c.‘ml’m"osmﬂm se Baker the most (19) trophy and  coach Pat McGhee. ment, were presented with McCONNELL  BORYS
! was named | Phil Missig was the winner of Justin Oxley and Todd Clark © ionship plaques including
&w“‘l”';.m valuable” most improved the Coaches Award. David Boda  were presented with tro-  conference cgnm;l:dn Lopez, A | \
- Ay per-  swimmer on the BLAIR was the team’s most improved phies while Clark m the Carter, Scott er, Green F
mumedm B«;ys boys swim team. Blair and wrestler in awards handed out awards for the hlshut tree  and Brian Moreno.
Csiliin bays basketbally Tro e Sevel LRI C0och AL Yoryestheler. throw e and most as-  Blair also won a four-year let-
cie Baker in girls swimming; - roulanen Terry and Brian Pal- sists. won the best de- ter award. Three-year letter win-
and Dan Lopez in wrestling. mh;ﬁgs:gﬁw hec %" "wpmm’mﬂ"‘z "'}f‘d“’e ;&hyu' 'mmd Jin ners included Borys and Clark,
; 3 a ha wrestlers Palomo, Charl -
ﬁl?wm:ia:e senior, ::l.if a four- Molly Zinkand won the most basketball captain trophy nﬁu field gulnpe:mnuge IM% man, Dmslmh..,éammrz i
e miet q 1% fin-  improved swimmer award while  with Smith . Wolfe took home the rebounding and 'swimmers Chase Mk'ef
ishing as freshman, as  Ronda Mahr received a captain Coach Sue Wolf presented award. David Tallman

Baker,
and Sheila Poust. BAKER LOPEZ




