1972 Buckeye Conference...



Sandusky
Gets Nod

Buckeye Conferences coaches

. are unanimous in their opinion —

. and field

only time is between Sandusky
and its fifth consecutive track
onship,

And the Blue Streaks,

" who made a shambles of
- Fremont Ross Wednesday in a

. Blue Streaks
. considered the biggest track and
. field upset in conference history.

" dual meet, will erase that last

barrier at Marion Harding
Saturday.
Sandusky is heavily favored to

. its fifth stralght title and seventh

in the last eight years when the
eight conference schools gather
at Harding's all-weather oval. A
victory by anyone other than the
would be

Thus, the attention at the meet

will be focused on the battle for

second place which is expected
to be between Ross and Findlay.
“I think the battle for second

* place will be between us and
- Findlay,” Little Giant head

coach Ron Brant said Thursday.
“I really can’t see anybody
coming close to Sandusky — they
have too much individual talent
and depth.” -

Ross finished third in the
conference meet last year — the

" highest finish ever for a Little

Giant squad. Sandusky ran away
with the meet, scoring 69%

* points while Elyria was second

with 42 and Ross had 37%. Lorain
(33), Findlay (21), Mansfield
(19), Marion (10) and Admiral
King (eight) completed the field.

Three new records were
established last year and Ross
was responsible for two of those
marks. Earl Smith cracked the
880 barrier and the mile relay
team also put itself in the
conference record book. Tim

. Wasco of Lorain Senior set the

‘other mark inthe twomile run.
Ross’

event last year. Lytle, - who

. Tecorded a 9.§in winning the 100

s

. 214

-best: -hope for an -

. individual win tomorrow . .

' appears to be with junior sprint -

~ star Rob Lytle. He will be . a -0
slight favorité in both the 100 and. . ¢

- 220. He failed to place in either

at the Marion Invitational last
Friday, is unbeaten in the
century this spring and has
fallen only one in the 220 — to
Findlay's Hal Paul,

The Little Giants have three
individual place. winners
returning from the 1970 meet,
Tom Liggins will try and better
his second place effort in the
shot put while Tom Pitts will be
out to improve on his fourth in
the high hurdles and Chuck Celek
will be aiming higher than his
fourth place in the high jump.

Pitts will probably be the only
member of that trio who will
participate in more than one
event. He's also scheduled to run
in the 440 and lead off Ross’ mile
relay. Other mile relay
members will be Ken Price, Jim
Heidelberg and Lytle.

‘Liggins could possibly get the
call in the 880 relay but the Ross
coaching staff was still
attempting to pick its quartet for
that event Thursday.

Past Champions
1956 — Marion; 1957 — Marion; 1958 —
Marion; 1959 — Marion; 1960 — Marion;
1961 — Sandusky: 1962 — Marion; 1963 —

Marion: 1964 — Sandusky; 1965 —
Sandusky; 1966 — Sandusky; 1967 —
Elyria: 1968 — Sandusky; 1969 —
Sand; 1970 — Sandusky, 1971 —

Y.
Sandusky.
Track Events
120 HIGH HURDLES — Jon Jackson,
Sandusky, 14.3, 1968.

100 DASH - — MacArthur Thomas
Elyria, 9.6, 1970,

MILE RUN — Tim Wasco, Lorain Sr.,

1870 and Osmond Pearson, Sandusky, 1971, i
4216

880 RELAY — Mansheld (Davis, Rawls,
Walker and Hill), 1:28.6,1969:
440 DASH — Steve Parker, Ross, 1968,

and Paul Garrett. Sandusky, 1963, 49.8.  *. *

180 LOW HURDLES — Bob Lindsay,
Sandusky, 19.0, 1965.
3&) RUN — Earl Smllh Russ l 375

TWO MILE. RUN% Tim Wlsco, Lorpln
Sl 9:30.6, 197

MH..E RELAY Z"Ross.(Bill Bnrket! 3

Tom Pitts, Claude Price and Earl Smiml
3:25.7,1971.
~ Fi€ld Events *

SHOT PUT~ Ed Wlllilms Sanduskv 59-- F
DlSCUS Ken Kreuger. Sandulky m 34
, 1968, g
HlGH JUMP Chns Cwie Lprtin Sr

uo DASH - Bob Lindsay, Sandusky J
1088 :

© e —— .

LONG JUMP = 'Dnvnd Rmher,-..‘

Santlusky, 23-8, 1969.

POLEVAULT — Jerry myop Elyna ae

12, 1968.
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Ross Has Best Finish Ever In Buckeye

By MARK CARLSON
NM

MARION — wrm b Lytle
did was expected.

But the performances of
sophomore Jeff Opelt and Ross'
mile relay team in the Buckeye
cmtmm championships were

Lyue a Junior speedster, won
both the 100 and 220 yard dashes
while Opelt surprised everyone
by taking the pole vault
competition as the Little Giants
stormed to their highest finish

ever In the conference
competition.
ax

Team Scoring
Sandushy nw
Ross s
Findlay »
Elyria u
Adm. King »
Manstield i
Marion 1
Lorain 1
LONG JUMP-i. Tyrese Coleman
(Mansfield), 144, 2 Velma Evans
{Sandusky. 20100 > e
Sandusky). 20104 sta
Marion) 108" sim "Neidetverg
(Frem

0T PUT-1. Tom Liggins (Fremont
521; 2 Moaty Wicks (Admiral King ). u
%: 3 Dale Griffin (Elyria). 301
Bryon Cain Admiral King), @11'% H
Bob Kosbl Fremant. 810%

DISCUS-1  Seott Sandusky |
1013 Dule Grifln |Elyria): 1668 3
Monty Wicks ing), 1064

ve Coak (Findlay). 1867, 5 Jim s
sk

TRYARD. HIGH HURDLES-1
Paul (Findlay). 151; 2 Te
(Marion). 154
(Mansfield)

Hal

Ross finished second with 383
pints, far back of front-running
Sandusky, which had 71%. The
Little Glants just squeezed by
Findlay for the runnerup slot.
The Trojans had 36 points at the
end of the 15 events.

“Being number two isn't so
bad," Ross head coach Ron Brant
said. “We knew Sandusky would
have to have a complete collapse
for anybody to come near them.
The battle for second place
between us and Findlay was a lot
more interesting than the race
for the champlonship.

“Sandusky’s depth was the big

Eand
Fremont), 156, 5. Phil Oliver (Elyria).
87

10-YARD DASH-1. Rob Lytle

Fromant). 102: 2 Mel Rush (Locain)
103573 Wit Jordan Sandusky 1034

104, 5 Mike

MILE RUN-1

Jetf Hochstettler
2 Osmond Py

Locks
Caes S Nie Pens
Admiral King), 446 0.

YARD RELAV-1, Marin Harding

'uehn 131 Loraa, 1314
oy 1511 4 Mansild, 1 56 3

Findiny 1303

POLE VAULT-L Jelt Opelt (Fre

s, 123 (Findlay). 13

4 Alen Massild 134
Bave Setern | Eiyria). 124, 5' Jim Susak
(Elyria), 134,
MOYARD DASH-1 Jobn Whittaker
{Admical King). %

(Sandusky), 30.9. rman
umuw 319 4 Tom Harris (Elyia.
0. 4 Dave Lindamood (Lorain), 53 1
o YARD RUN-L Jet Hochateter

difference. They had four first
places, the same number as us,
but thase second and thirds were
what counted. They had them and
we didn't."

Tom Liggins took the shot put
competition to become the fourth
Little Giant first place winner.

““We expected Lytle to win the
100 and 20 and for Tommy to
take the shot put, but what Opelt
did in the pole vault was just too
much,” Brant said.

Opelt, homore, went out
at 133, the highest he has gone in
his carcer. Findlay's Rick Ede

muu JUMP-1 Ira Perios (Ei)

Ron Beckett
M

;‘

25!

Sandusky)
(Find
Sandusky). 10

Admieal King) TomAS e Part
(Elyria). 1034

MILE RELAY-1 Sandusky (Bob
‘Sherman, Chuck Miller, Bob Jackson, Leo
Ferguson). 3 new recor
Fremont, 3344 8 Fadlay, 309, 4

went out of the competition at the

same height, but Opelt took the ~tol

first place medal based on
number of misses.

““When you come right down to
it,” Brant said, “it was Opelt who
ot us the championship although
we didn't know it at the time.
‘Those two points that separate
first and second place (six for
first and four for second) were
the difference. If the finish in the
pole vault would have been
reversed, Findlay would have

end of the 100 in 10.2 and came
back with a 225 in the 220, Lig-
gins' winning effort in the shot
was 521

““Thase three fellows stand out
because they took first places,”
Brant said, “but everyone who
participated in the meet for us
gave a good effort. We couldn't
have been second without the
pants, from the other fellows.
Practically everyone in our
lineup matched or topped their

" best previous performance of the
Ross didn't wrap up the second him.

spot until the mile relay. Then it
tok a brilliant second place

s effort by a revamped quartet to

keep the Little Giants in second.
Going into the final race Ross had
34%  points compared to
Findlay’s 33.

“I talked to every boy before

m-nmolnumlhnllylm
them d to beat
‘Actually,

behind them and still would have
come in second.
The mile relay quartet stepped

Memorial Hospital in Fremont
Friday for observation while the
Ross coaches pulled Lytle out of
the quartet when he complained
u-uemu.fm-mmm

PThe 3108 was beyond
expectations,” Brant ~said.
““That's our best time of the year.
But I think all of our kids were
giving a little extra. They all
respect Pitts and before the meet
1 told them to do everything for

“He (Pitts) was very unhappy
when the doctors wouldn't let him
come today. He's a tremendous
competitor who has the respect of
everyone on the team.

Other Ross points came from
Heidleberg (fifth, long jump),
Bob Koebel (fifth, shot put),

ROB LYTLE (second from right) of Ross leads the race to the finish line in the
100-yard dash of the Buckeye Conference track and field meet at Marion

Saturday. Lytle also took the 220 competition. Ross placed second in the team

race, the highest finish ever for the Little Giant thinclads. (News-Messenger
Photo)

low hurdles
laurth M;n hudln), hl.h
Michael (tied f

the highest Ross finish was third
in 1971, The Little Giants were
fifth in 1970 with just 16 points.
Sandusky wins were provided
by discus thrower Scott May, low

ROSS' SOPHOMORE pole vaulter Keith
Pettiford appears to be spreading out a
white carpet for fellow sophomore Jeff Opelt
after Opelt won the pole vault competition at

and hardler Jim Flnlal. two-miler
Bob Fair and the mile relay
quartet. But the Blue Streaks had
four second places in addition to
nine third place polnts.

Other individual winners were
Mansfield's Tyrone Coleman
(long jump), Findlay's Hal Paul
(high hurdles)
Hochstettler (mile run and 880),

the Buckeye Conference track and field
Invitational Crown Stays

In School Of Meet Hosts

CASTALIA — It took seven and came back with a 23.05 in Wayne Fegley of the Wildcats

tries but Margaretta has finally
won its own Invitational track

the 220
Low hurdler Tim Borsick and

rain  Admiral King
wnlulur (#0) and I:lynu Ira
Perkins (high junp). Marion
MIM IM winning squad in the

l-:lym was fourth in the team
standings with 24 points followed

by Lorain Admiral King (20),

Mlnlﬂlld Sr. (18), Marion
Harding (17) and Lorain (15)

competition Saturday. Opelt went 133, a
career high, to take the first place medal.
His first helped Ross to a second place finish
(News-Messenger Photo)

finished right behind Hernandez.
Wegman. who tied the high



