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Little Giants face Perkins |
at Ashland College tonight

By BOB MARKER
N-M Sports Editor

It’s that time of year when an old favorite basketball
cliche starts to make another appearance.

The cliche? It goes like this: ‘‘We’ve played the
whole season this way and we aren’t going to change
anything now for the tournament.’’

That’s usually true. The coaches don’'t change
anything but tournament time invokes new feelings
into the bones of the players and the coaches.
Adrenalin flows that they never knew they possessed.
In short, things happen at tournament time that
usually never occur during the season and those
happenings fall under the title of the ‘‘unexpected.”

Fremont Ross and Sandusky Perkins get to test the
world of the unexpected at Ashland college tonight. At
approximately 9 p.m., the two Class AAA schools will
square off in the second game of the Ashland Sectional
Tournament.

Perkins, a member of the Sandusky Bay
Conference, was a Class AA school last year but by
this year, nudged into the Class AAA bracket by virtue
of having 406 boys in the high school . . . just the
amount that classifies them as a large school. One less
and they would have been a AA school again this year.

“I don’t think not playing any triple-A schools will
have an effect on my kids,”” Perkins coach Paul
Yocum said. ‘‘We have several schools on the schedule
that are comparable to triple-A. One in particular is
Margaretta who has a front line of 6-7, 6-6, and 6-5.""

Yocum continued, ‘‘My kids realize that you can
only put five kids on the floor at one time, the same as
the other team.’’ !

Perkins won four of those five with the only loss, a
59-57, squeaker at the hands of Sandusky St. Mary's.

What's it going to take for his team to upend Ross, a

pre-game favorite despite having a 9-9 record as
compared to Perkins’ 11-77

“Well, we're going to have to play a pretty darn
good ball game, first of all,”’ Yocum laughed. He
added to that by saying ‘‘We are going to have to do an
exceptional job on the boards. We have to keep Celek
(Mark) and Oberholtzer (Neal) off of the boards.”

Defensively, Yocum hinted that he likes to use a
man to man but Ross coach Ken Miller does not expect
that type of defensive alignment out of Perkins.

‘‘We are guessing that they are going to be playing a
tight zone and a deliberate type of offense against us,"’
Miller said.

The veteran Ross coach qualified that last
statement by saying, ‘“We told the kids the other night
that whenever you prepare for a team in regards to
the type of offense they will use and the defense, it’s
purely a guessing game.” -

When asked about how emotions are expected to run-
because of Perkins’ underdog role, Miller said, ‘‘We
expect them to be ‘up’ for us emotionally because of
the tourney game and it being their first time in the
triple-A tourney.”

As for lineups, Yocum will probably go with 6-3 Tim
Bertch, a senior at center with a 12.1 average. At one
forward will be Craig Norman, a 6-2 junior, and the
son of former Ross head basketball coach Dick
Norman, who is now the athletic director at Perkins.
Norman is the team’s leading scorer with a 12.4
average.

The other forward will be Jim Smith, 6-3, and the
owner of a 10.7 scoring norm. The guards will be Willie
Matthews, 5-10 senior with a 8.4 average, and 5-10
junior Dave Koch, who has a 5.8 average.

Ross will counter with 6-5 Neal Oberholtzer (14.2)
and 6-2 Bob Ford (12.4) at the forwards with 6-8 Mark
Celek (4.6) at center. The guards will be 6-3 senior
Kevin Smith (5.2) and 6-0 Jim Flower, a senior, with a
4.9 average.
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Tigers nip Little Giants insectional,
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state tournament than any Ross team
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could have made it to the regionals,” Ross coach Ken

Miller said Sunday afternoon, the day after his team
mlmbymnlmweuolmwu
“Right now, I say Galion will make it to the
s."
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Miller's hopes went up in smoke with 2:14 to
when Mike Nicholls hlt an 18-foot jumper from the
side to put Galion up, 61-60. Miller had watched his
team race to a 36-25 lead late in the first half only to
hold a 36-30 lead at the half.

But still the hope for what would have been termed
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was there, even with seven seconds to go.

Ross actually had two chances in the last 17 seconds

to pull the game out of the fire. With Galion coach Jim
Kirk ordering his team into a stalling offense with two
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Roser at the midcourt line with 17 seconds to play.
Fahrbach fired the ball to Kevin Smith whomhd
his way downcourt, fired up an 18 footer that bounced
off the rim and into the hands of Galion's Bill Fox.
Fahrbach immediately fouled Fox.
ed time out at that moment with seven
seconds left to play.

Regionals for Galion?

Miller was asked if he had wanted a time-out ear-
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*‘No,” he said, and tion. ‘It was a
muurumlumcm felt that they would
we did make a steal just like we were.
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clean shot.
“If we missed then we could have a shot at the
rebound or a quick foul. As it happened, the latter was

Miller called a to give Fox a chance to
think the charity toss at the seven mark.
The as missed and

extra
Fahrbach grabbed the rebound,
Ford who got the ball downcourt but was immediately

“I felt that over the last six weeks we were twice as
good that

are.”
As for Kirk, he busy breathing sighs of
relief over ve mmﬂ:;m e

“I knew we were in for a good game . but that

was too close. nulymm-."muu
But Kirk told of the lifesaver for his club, the press.
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hopes.
Miller explained his thinking about the regional
after rehashing the last seconds of the game.

50 we put it back on and
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first four minutes of the . Ross was leading

the momentum started to swing toward Galion at that
point.

said. **You know when a team throws one way against
apress, it you like that.”

Ross took the lead for the final time at 60-59 on four
straight points Ford. That
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Ross 1719 12 12-60
Galion 3 1218 17 1461

SCORING
tzer 5-3-13, Ford 11426, Celek 10-2, Smith 419,
Clark 00-0; 241260

Galion 16-3; Ross 10-10




