1948 Class A Tournament



LITTLE GIANTS
TOP NORWALK
IN INAUGURAL

Fremonters To Face

Tough Ashland
Five Saturday

round of the Northwestern Ohio
District C}-. A basketball tour®
al

night.

While the Rossmen were elimin-
ating Grant Walls’ crew, a high!
regarded Ashland quintet, dmndy
ing champions, bumped into a
tartar in George Burkett's Tif-

Tickets for the Fremont Ross-
Ashland game, scheduled for 7
p. m. Saturday at Sandusky’s
junior high gym, went on sale at
Pring Clarence K. Cooper’s
office today. Only a limited sup-
ply of ducats are available and
they will be withdrawn from lo-
cal salc Frld-y night.

fin Columbian outfit and were
(forced to come from behind in the
/final minute of play for an un-
‘impresslve 31-29 victory.

‘The A’s, tutored by Cloyce Tay-
lor, will meet Ross in the quar-
[ler-ﬂnall Saturday at 6 p. m. with
‘the winner engaging the Bellevue-
|Tiffin Calvert victor March 9 in
the semi-finals.

Sans their first-string forward,
Ralph Grubs, who is sidelined
with a broken foot, and with three
other members playing under the
handicap of an eye infection or
other recent illness, the Fremont-
ers battled into an early lead, stall-
ed off a Norwalk threat late in
the second period and then opened
a long 14-point advantage during
the third period only to see the
Raiders bounce right back with
another threat that at one time
came within a single point of
deadlocking the issue.
| The outcome was a personal
triumph for Al Ziemke, Ross
coach, who had groomed his en-
tire crew for this game during
the last 10 days. Add to th-t
thn offensive success

m, despite an lﬂ.ekal“blnk
cye.” Bob Beck and Bob Beek-
er and the general defensive
mastery of the entire outfit.

Rough Contest

The game was rough at times
/and marred by 44 personal fouls
\nhlcb sent Sam Sims, Ross center,
|lo the sidelines shortly before the
lend of the first half, along with/
|Bill Shew and Jim Chandler, of
|Norwalk mainstays, late in the
il

Baron, Beck and Sims connect-
'ed In the opening stanza to give
| th s a 14-19
iwmle Beck’s eight-point third
period spurt, and a six-point effort
by Beeker in the final canto wrap-
|ped up most of the Rossmen’s of-
|fensive work. |
| After trailing 35-21 at the end
of the third period, Walls' quintet
'rebounded with a determined spurt
that carried them to a 40-39 defi-
cit with 33 seconds remaining be-
fore Beeker slipped through for
/the *“clincher.” Five Norwalk
fouls in the final seconds while
/Ross was attempting to stall lock-
‘ed up the outcome,

In the opener, Ashland trailed
|throughout the tilt as Columbian
slowed the Taylor-Tots fast break/
[to a gentle walk and handcuffed
|their offensive efforts with a tight
|man-to-man  defense. Dick Mess-
ner hit on a long shot with 75 sec-
onds left for the winning margin.

Tonight's pnlrlngs plt Sandusky

p. m. with Shelby and Wlll-rd col-
liding 90 minutes later.

Norwalk (39) G. F. M. P. Pts.
Chandler, f . 5 0 2 510
Moore, f e 1% 34
Meagrow, ¢ 303 3
Nestor, ¢ U001 S350
v, & 3 ¢ 1 513
Wilde, & ¢ 1%1 131
McKinley, 2310z
VanDeffe, i00 0 2
yan, 1000 2
Borgia, f 1 6 10 3]
Totais . 3 13 10 22 39
Score by
Fremont . 14 20 35 42
Norwalk 2 21 39
Ln()ﬂlr-lnln Bill " Orw. (Toledo).

rs Wagner ( BAIdwln-\Vllllce)




Rossmen Meet
Tough Ashland

| Quint Tonight

. Hoping to succeed where 19
| others have failed—and a dis-
f] tinet underdog in the bargain—
| Al Ziemke’s Little Giant basket-
ballers cellide with a highly tout-
ed Ashland quintet in the quar-,
ter-finals of the northwestern

Ohio district Class A tournament
at Sandusky’s junior high school

tonight at 7 o’clock.

The Rossmen will enter the af-
fray weakened by injuries and ill-|
ness, but nevertheless inspired by
Tiffin Columbian’s near-defeat of L
Cloyce Taylor’s offensive-minded{
Taylor Tots in a first round tussle!
i Wednesday in which the A's gained
'a last-minute, 31-29 decision after
being outplayed throughout.

Dick Baron, still plagued with an
eve infection, and Bob Beeker, will
team at the forwards with the lat-!
ter replacing Ralph Grubs as a
broken foot continues to keep the
rangy football tackle on the side-
lines. Occupying the pivot post, as
usual, will be Sam Sims, with Beb
Beck, who turned in a 15-point
scoring performance as the Ross-
men eliminated Norwalk’s Raiders.
in the first round, and Walter
Weinhardt at the guards.

An all-veteran crew will take to‘
the floor against this combination|
with All-Ohio Dick Messner and|
Dave Burns in the front court;
Dick Johnson at center, and Dick
Cooper and Cliff Hurst at the

guards.
Reunion?

It will be a reunion of sorts for
Ziemke and Taylor, the two tutors,
for the Ross boss served as an un-
derling to the Findlay college grad-
uate last year as their Taylor Tots
zoomed to the district champion-
ship before being sidetracked by
Findlay's powerful Trojans in the|,
regiouals.




ZIEMKE'S LADS
ALMOST UPSET
FAVORED FIVE

q
h
i
d

But there was no airge in the
the

took a chance on weakening the
starting lineup with a substitution.
It was the “pupil ve th

e
teacher” as Zi er un-
derling of Taylor's the Ashland
Nunty citadel, came up with a
g, man-to-man defense that
-t '.lrnu had the orange-shi
champs, who were beaten only once
a;“m previous starts, definitely “in|’
e
The loss, witnessed by a near-
cap-p‘g crowd of lome 2,500 ml:

Contiet and meved the 1947 titlista|
into the sem-finals where they en-
gage Kenn: Sampson's “in-and-

Individual honors would have to|

by four youths with Bob

Beck and Walter Weinhardt top-

ping the Rossmen while Dick Lerch
and Dick Messner paced the A's.

basket from

Beck, but he cdded four others on
rebounds to trail Lerch and Wein-
hardt for the scoring honors by a
two-point margin.

Lerch was a last-minute substi-
tution !or the normal No. 1 guard,
Cli urst, as Taylor pllyed a
hunch and decided to the
football fullb-ck - notoﬂo\uly

n favor of
Lerch, son o( Alhhlld'.l mon noted

hardt for the point-making honors
with 13 and played n generally
“bang-up” floor gam

On the other hlnd delp(lz the

effective defensive play of Beck,
Dick Baron, Sam Sims and Bob
Beeker, it was only Weinhardt's
'ﬂldlnq with a one-hand push

ng that really
tle Giants w")lln nnklng dln.nee !
After far off |

during the first period, W’ |
white-clad Ross crew battled |

at_the Intermission. |

The first five minutes of thes
third stanza was all in favor of the
Fremonters as they scrapped all
but two Ashland scoring threats|

while connecting for 11 quick
points to again edge within three
points of the lead. At that juncture|
the A’s took time out and effective-
ly squeiched the rally.

y an *
-bhd 'rnylor': qu!met to pull this|
e from the fire. Against this,
the lee Giants uncorked one of|,
the greatest performances from
e foul line that the tourney hn {
uon On 15 charity tosses, 1
Fremonters manued to mesh t.he 1
cords on 11 occasions. i
Start in Lead 1
Weinhardt sent Ross to the fore
in the first minute with a two-
ter from way out on the floor
only to see Messner retaliate to
deadlock the issue. Sims then
dropped in a free throw after which
Dick Johnson converted a brace of
charity tosses to put Ashland in
front to stay. Weinhardt was the
an able to hit from the
floor in the !lnt period and then
added four of Little Giants’
‘l?r.lpolnu in '-h second stanza.
ling 25-16 lt the start of
the third period, Baron finally
found the range from mid-court
and Beck hit the hoops from the
ring and added a free throw. After
Messner’s foul shot made the count
26-21, Beeker found the cords on
a lay-up attempt. Lerch’s two suc-
cessive long shots sent the A’s back
into a seven-point lead but Baron
:l’tﬂfrom the side court and Beck

was the fi threat, but it|®

‘was en to force Taylor to re-

uln his original lineup mm(hwl

the joust.

The lineups:
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1 (3 vy i

llatk!r‘ f 1 3 0 4 5l

i HERRE

etrinas i1 it

143 3 et

1311 415 37

G FM P T

$ 113 311

25139t

285 2 9

40 0 1 8
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8 16 28 37

28 38 50

Wagner (Baldwin- |t

|
‘wallace. Bl OrwiK ‘Foledo):




