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Fahrbach & Ickes
First At District

By ANDY HOGAN
Woommm
BOWLING GREEN — Acgalr of
“flashes” for Lincoln Fahrbach and a
school record first place finish
IereuluIckeut Northwe:tnt‘)glo
nships a

.i?a‘:i’mm& State . Sales

nals for the two*Fremont Ross juniors
next weekend.
JmiorJacqueFatewasseoondlntb
50-yard freestyle with a 24.47 and with
only one automatic bid in each girl’s
event, she will have to wait un
timesacrossthestatearecomparedto
findoutifsh ualified,

when he looked up fol-

so-yudbeutybaMbawhh
+time flashing — si a district
record — he was “ speechless.”
His seed time had been a 21.96, and the
1999 record was 20.95.

“To drop a whole second (his finish
was 20.86) in the 50 free is an
accomplishment, and a testament to
how hard he trains,” said coach Phil
Moran. "Ihadhimmdermseeondson
two different 25 yard laps in |
80 thought we'd be so::az:r
special come race time, In’s al-
ways been an accomplished swlmmer,
but this year he really got his focus.”

F‘ahrbach's time also him as
an All American High | swimmer;
the standard being 21.29. Fahrbach is
the first Ross swimmer to set a District
record since Mike Mowry’s 200-yard
free record in 1981, Teammate
Beier also made the winner’s podium
with a 5th place finish in the 50, finish-
ing out his high school career with a
personal best time of 22.70, a full sec-
ond faster than his 23.88 seed time. Josh
Bowen was 16th with a 23.55.

As if one standing ovation from the
cked natatorium wasn’t good enough,
ch came back on stage less than

an hour later for another All-American
swim in the 100-yard free, s the
2000 District record of 46.41 with his
45.82,

After his two individual events were
out of the way, Fahrbach confessed, “I

couldn’t be happier with the 50, but I
could have swam the 100 a little
gone out faster.

I'm just happy with how I'm
how' are swim-
m,allfncﬂmd)hm,mdwuhd
more than ever before.

l’mjusthopingforgoodthinpat
Soislckes,whosetimoofmzomm

al event at States. Teammate Jacque

Fate was sixth.
it hlpd iy e ":‘;ﬁ"o“t'.‘w
was second in tyearanddid
'tmakelttostate,lolwasdetawned
nottoletthat again this year.

in ear! eventsin-
cludedanuth Fremont St. Joseph’s
senior Nick t, who beat his seed
timeotzlzuwlthapersomlbestof
2:06.49 in the 200-yard individual med-

ley. Lucas Bechtel was 15th in the 200-
yard free for Oak Harbor with a 1:53.07,
Trevor Satornino, swim-
mlg‘ge ToledoSt.Jothcnnt,wassth
in the 100-yard butterfly with a 55.89,
anduthinthemlM
Fremont’s Andre Velez was 16th and
le Wasserman 12th in the 100 free,
nice time from 59.37 to 57.83
for Velez and 59.17 to 56.70 for Wasser-

man.
Asked if he t the
layolt hurt his
Senior Chris

ently not.”
Beierso.ﬂuIr for two

days and not swlmmlns t close to

was “too weird, We didn’t swim
'mestgy or Wednesday, so when coach
finally got us in the water on Thursday
?:t:rnoon, people were going pretty

snow
coach

rom Thursday to Friday,
due to weather. The meet was rear-
ranged so that the Division I girls and

ether F‘rlda
mw on y evening,

District Finals had been
postpone!sf




Fahrbach, Ickes dominant at districts

wmhﬂﬂd\s‘s
Fahrbach doesn’t have to
wait, though. When he
glanced up following his

18, R e e o

g

with the 50, but I could have
swam

was second in the fly last
year and didn’t make it to

medley.
Lucas Bechtel was 15th
inthe mwmtd free for Oak
a 1:53.07, and
Trevor Satorni-

i

a55.89.
Andre Velez was 16th and
Wi 12th for

for fifth in
and it advance one
swimmer into the state
meet. Rockets

Katie Bechtel broke the
record in the
freestyle.

:
:
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Ross pulls off major upset at District Championships

By ANDY HOGAN
News-Messenger correspondent
BOWLING GREEN —
The Fremont Ross boys
pulled off a major upset
at the Northwest Ohio
District Swim Champi-
ity b i plae
m a place

seed position to win the
:?-tyl;rsd freest; lle relay,
al re wer-
houses 'lgelodo St. Fgoanch
and Sylvania Northview.
Chris Beier went 22,55,
Andre Velez 22,99, Josh
Bowen 22.60 and Lincoln
Fahrbach a scorching
20.21 for first place and a
new school record of
1:28.35. Their time was
m enough to get them
ce position

at the State Meet in Can-

ton on Saturday. St. Fran-
cis finished in 1:28.84 and
Northview at 1:29.38. Ac-
cording to team records,
the Giants haven't taken a
first place in a relay event
since 1955.

Velez, who will be com-
pe in his first state
meet (he was an alternate
on last year’s relay), said,
“When I looked up at the
clock at the end, and saw
we were first, I told Link
(Lincoln) ‘No way. We're
District J

Champs. we
ust stared at each other
r about five seconds, be-
fore we went crazy!”
Bomnm‘w‘r; ¢ also
ance at State, -:73' his
22.60 “was my fastest ev-
er. It even surprised me. I
knew our tapers were

good, and I just hope we
can hold them and make
something better out of

same four swimmers will
also compete in the 400-
{nrd free relay at States,
ollowing a fourth place
finish in that event, just
umkln’ﬂl it in as the 24th,
seed. Their time of 3:18.31
smashed boys record of
3:20.01, set in 1983,

Just after setting two

District records on Friday
at Bowling Green State
University, Fahrbach had
said, “I relllﬂr plan to
swim fast in the relays,”
as if he knows how to
swim any other way. His

20.21 relay split, though
was faster than

his -setting District
time of 20.86 in the 50-
yard free, nmlil al: !la’r ul:s
anyone can tell, he e
first Ross swimmer to
hold two District records.

The last District record
holder was Chris Black in
the 1983 200-yard individ-
ual medley. “This is my
third trip to State finals,
and I've never gone
alone,” said Fahrbach,
who will swim the 50-free
as the first place seed,
and the 100 free from the

second position, “Getting
mt relay, there is the

The school van going to
Canton will be crowded
again this year. Junior
Jessica Ickes set a school
record in the 100-
yard butterfly at 59.29,
and was second in the 100-
yard free to qualify in
that event,

This makes Ickes’ third
trip to state but her first
time in individual events.
She will start as the 17th
seed in the fly, but not to
worry. There are 11 swim-
mers clocking in the 58
second range, and anoth-
er 11 at 59 seconds, so
movglg up is well within

reach.
“I'm a little disappoint-
ed that our relays didn’t

make ‘it out, but other
than that, I'm really hap-
py with how Districts
Tmr me,” said Ickes.
“ y surprised myself,
and my mom, lnndthlo 100

etting second, I was
S0 loguued on the butter-
fly that the freestyle is re-

al mMnm.'
getting a seat in

the state-bound van is ju-
nior Jacque Fate, making
this her appearance
in an individual event.

Fate was on the bubbl
following her secon
place fi at 24.47 in the
50-yard free. Only the first
place finisher in each Di-
vision I girl’s event gets
an automatic bid to the
State finals.

T See OTHER, B2




Other area swimmers
advance to State finals

Continued From B1

Fate had to wait 40 hours to find out
her fate, when official places were fi-

n:'lﬁy ted by the Ohio School
Athletic Association on S y after-

“I actually slept prett well on Fri-
day and Saturday,” l!:
B Qui ool the Gl hiog 12
eo ques-
‘tion was my seed. I didn’t do as well as
e b 1 seally doitt el o thath
n’ as
ﬂ I'm looking forward
wmmwmwhh:tlw&wdgu
Amrthing can e 50
does,” said swim coach
Phll Mg:nmsmrs with lower
seeds o championship
heat. Agoodstart agoodtumanda
strong swim can get you there.”
Freshman diver Jordan Gallagher
missed a state spot in the diving com-
petition just 18 points, 5th
overall. “She’s just a freshman, and on-
ly started diving three weeks into the
season’,t:o ford}lner to puﬂm%ther that
my ves was i o
sive,” said Moran. Bri touz was
13 in diving, and their added po
helped the Lady Giants finish Districts
in a tie for 6th with Clay. The Ross boys
also finished 6th out of the 38 teams
competing. Oak Harbor boys were 22nd

ewasood

and 35th.
Other top boy finishers at Districts
included a fifth in the 50 free and 10th

~in the 100 free by Beier, and Senior

Nick Swint was 7th in the 100-yard
backstroke for Fremont St. Joseph and
11th in the 200 individual medley. Lucas
Bechtel was 13th in the 500- ard free
and 15th in the 200 free for Oak Harbor,
and Paul Schellin 19th in the 100-yard
breaststroke for Port Clinton, Kyle
Wasserman was 12th in the 100-yard

butterfly torFremontandMnrg‘amtta
Nyle Graffice finished 12th in

OakHarbornnishedﬂedforsthand
Port Clinton 16th in Girls Division II
and each will advance one swimmer in
to the State meet. Oak Harbor So
more Katie Bechtel broke the sc
record in the 200-yard freestyle with a
2:00.88 for 5th place, and will swim from
the 14th seed on at State. Bechtel
was also 11th in the 500 free.

Julia Schneider of Port Clinton swam
5th in both the 100-yard breaststroke
and 100-yard butterfly, and advanced to
State in the Breaststroke where she will
be seeded 10th.

Stephanie Greggila took 8th in the
200 and 8th in the 500 for Oak Harbor.
Olivia Parker was 7th in the 50 free,
Mary Griffith 6th in the 100-yard back-
stroke for . Oak Harbor fin-
ished Districts tied tor 5th overall,
Margaretta girls 15th, and Port Clin:
ton girls 16th. .



