


defeat for the Rockets (0-1), walking
seven batters and surrendering three

hits in 4", innings.

took the defeat for the

Betsy De was 1-for-3 and
scored a run, Tarah Jacobs was 1-
for-3 with a double and two RBI. Anna
Giles was 1-for-3 with an RBI for Wood-
more (0-1).
hn}:opeweu-l.owon (140) recorded 12

Monroeville scored five first-inning
runs and cruised to a 10-1 victory over
Bettsville.

Jill Schumm, who struck out eight
and walked nine, suffered the loss for
the Bobcats.

Ross ties Perkins

Fremont Ross had one final chance.

And made it count.

The Little Giants entered what um-
pires determined would be the final in-
ning trailing by a run.
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allowing
three scoreless innings.
went 2-for-3 at the dish for the Redmen
(1-0).

Matt Bentlage suffered the loss for
the Rockets (0-1), surrendering two
runs on just one hit in three innings.

Dave had a run-scoring double
for Bellevue.

Bettsville silenced

Bettsville allowed two first-inning
runs and four runs in the first three in-

rdlﬁsandcwldn'tcatchupinas-lloss
to Monroeville.

Dan Ambrose and Greg Weller
notched hits for the Bobcats (0-1).

Austin Windau allowed five runs in
six innings. He struck out 10 and walked

just one.



Charles established
Jones a Fremont
Mhhmﬁtu“)mnl:
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127-10. Ross won every event.
mn-g.muumm\m
Adam Wilhelm won the 200 and 400 and was on
the 800 and 1,600 relay. Elon Simms won
:lm and was a member of the two re-
Jordan Edwards also ran in both relays with
Rt g i
J&Mmhlmmmm
S0 lorRoma. P s
mom'mwam Keith
Williams, Edwards and Jones and the
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Gibsonburg girls win

lnhyh}mhmndwm-
the Gibsonburg scored 68 to win a tri-
mmwpn:ﬂu.mmmn o4

the 300 hurdles ;rwthenarwmn Bowen,

Libby McDermott, Fleming and Paul

SJCC earns split

‘Two Woodmore and the team’s ace
combined to allow one unearned run as the
Wildcats split a with St. Joseph Cen-
tral on Saf A

Woodmore (2-1) won the first game 3-2 before
losing 11-1.

Sophomore Jordan Shaw drew the starting nod
in the Wildeats’ victory, only his second varsity
start. He struck out five and allowed five hits and
one earned run in four innings.

Matt Deal saw his first varsity ac-
tion as he relieved Shaw to start the fifth. Deal (1-
0) allowed one unearned run and one hit in two in-

%Dyer.ﬂwleam’stop starter, finished by
striking out each of the three batters he faced for

Corey Swaisgood drove in both Streak runs with
a two-run double, and he and Shawn Rusch each
had two hits. Rusch (0-1) struck out four and al-
lmudlhu:eh:-.munud.h\slxlnnmwhlh

called off due
to poor weather, Rick Barbour was
simply happy to actually get a game in.

Ross rebounds in style

The Ross baseball team knows how to rebound.

In the first games since their embarrassing sea-
son opener, the Little Giants dominated Lima Se-
nior in a doubleheader sweep.

Ross topped Lima 11-1 in its first-ever game in
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Bork hits stride

Jamie Bork had four hits, two runs, a triple and
two RBI as St. Joseph Central Catholic split a dou-
bleheader with winning 10-8 and losing
71
Woodmore (1-2) scored seven runs in the sixth
inning of Game 1 as Tarah Jacobs earned the win
with nine strikeouts and no walks.

SJCC’s Danielle Dickman (0-1) took the loss.

Jacobs led Woodmore's offense in addition to her
success in the circle, going 2-for-4 and scoring a
run.

Stephanie Costantini was 2-for-3 with an RBI and
a run scored. Andrea Keller and Anna Giles each
went 2-for-4 with a RBI and a run, while Ashley
Deitemyer was 1-for-2 with two RBI and a run

lntl;euoondpme,s.loc (1-2) scored seven
runs in the final two innings to overpower the Wild-

cats.

Emily Miller earned the win for the Crimson
Streaks despite seven walks. Jenna Beam
took the loss for the ts, with four strikeouts
and a walk.

Alyssa Dickman went 4-for-4 with three runs
while Deitemyer led the Wildcats with a hit, two
RBI and a run,

“We tried kids in different positions,” SJCC
coach Bill Bork said. “We have more questions
than we have answers.”

Katy Hasselbach moved from first to second,
B«-kwultdwnnapinnudolmmﬁ
Dickman played shortstop when not pitching
Melissa Taylor switched to first base.

Nasonti on target

Kelli Nasonti (2-0) allowed one run and two hits
in seven innings and added an RBI in Bellevue's 3-
1 victory over Clyde.
Spear i R forthe Lady R (4

WO or (290).
ie Powell took the loss but did manage a hit

for the Fliers (0-1). .

Oak Harbor falls

Six Rocket errors led to four unearned runs as
Tiffin Columbian blanked Oak Harbor 4-0.

Columbian’s Amber Gosche recorded nine
strikeouts to earn the win while Oak Harbor’s
Brooke Sprouse struck out five and walked four in
the defeat.

The Rockets, which recorded two hits, fall to 0-3
on the season while Columbian is 1-0.



Little Giants are Cookin’

KyloCookallowedthreehlulnacompleu-
shutout in Fremont Ross's 440 victory over

on Monday.
(1-0) struck out nine and walked one in

%omothﬂmnsmvmonnre-

"It was just a domlnaung ite
mance,” Ross coach Schrrmnoe

%ww&pm)mmmmmum
are playing baseball now.
Jon Franks went 2-for<4 with a home run and
two RBI, Kyle was 2-for-3 with a run, RBI
and stolen base Doug Henkel went 2-for4
with two runs for the Little Giants (3-1).

’m'l EAERARRRRRARARRARERENS

Warren leads Golden Bears
Ali Warren and G ran their records

to 4-1 with a 6-1 vm% Stritch.
Warren struck out 11 and Aisha

Kaemming
went 2-for-5 with a double for the Golden Bears.
Julie Beaschler added a double for Gibsonburg,

Mohawk trims Crimson Streaks
Division I1I def; state Mohawk
held St. J Central Catholic to only two hits
inan 110 v, to open MAL play.
Alyssa Dickman (0-2) pitched seven innings,
gndsheandMeganBouklmneachcollected

th oA L N heedhin BRaliiias MM 1 AN



Giants added three in the
second, two in the third and 10 in

the fourth.

Robbie Hall homered and had
four RBI and Aaron Opelt fin-
ished 3-for-4 with four RBI for

Aurelio Ruiz and Jake
borough each added

three REL

Kory Decker allowed two hits

the

lete-game victory.
Liberty Center el (022,

or

fi



FREMONT ROSS'S Jake

Confident
Giants rally
past Perkins
By NICK MATHEWS

Sports Editor

Frankly, Jon Franks wasn't
worried at all.

Fremont Ross was in a
four-run hole, but Franks
knew it i
was just a
matter of
time until
the Little
Giants' of-
fense ll;o(
onaroll.

“It was
no big
deal,”
Franks
said. “My
confidence
was never

The cool
Frankshit ——
a two-run double that capped
off a five-run fourth inning as
the Little Giants rallied for a
6-5 victory over regional pow-
erhouse Sandusky Perkins on
Thursday.

More preps,
Page B2

mSJCC's bats
come to life in a
10-3 softball rout
of Mai

uTyler Kimmet
throws a one-
hitter to lead
Clyde to a victory.
u Old Fort sweeps
a track tri-meet
with Danbury and
Bettsville.

ROSS 6, PERKINS 5

Kingsborough dives safely into first base. Perkins' Tyler Speer mans the bag on Thursday. Kingsborough struck
out but reached base on a passed ball. The Little Giants beat Perkins 6-5 and improved to 5-1 on the season.

olling Ross

“| am really impressed with the boys.
They've played pretty well. It's been a
great start”
— Ross coach Rob Schimmoeller

Ross has now scored 54
runs — including 23 in a re-
cent shutout victory over Lib-
erty Center — during its stel-
lar 5-1 start. That’s an aver-
age of nine runs a game.

“We've hit the ball all year,”
Franks said. “I knew we were
going to come through sooner
or later.”

A two-out fourth-inning er-
ror proved to doom Perkins
(3-2), which has won five of
the last six Sandusky Bay
Conference titles.

+ Cody Myers reached on the
error, and No. 9 hitter Robbie
Hall followed with his second
hit of the game.

After Jared Dickman
walked, Aureilo Ruiz hit a
bases-loaded, two-run single
up the middle to pull the Gi-
ants within 4-3.

“That was a huge hit,"
Franks said

Franks followed Ruiz with
his double in the right-center
gap, and he eventually scored
on an error.

“We just had to sit back and
wait for our chances,” Franks
said. “They gave us one too
many chances, and we took
advantage of it.”

Perkins got one run in the
seventh and had runners on
first and third with one out,

Relief pitcher Doug Henkel,
though, struck out clean-up
hitter Paul Carroll and forced
Tyler Speer to pop up to earn
his first save of the season.

“This is a big win for us,”
Franks said. “This is the
biggest win we've had all year.

“We wanted to get them,”
he continued. “We were com-
ing out ready to play this

game.

Well not really.

The first four batters to
face winning pitcher Brad
Cobb (2-0) scored.

Only one of the runs, how-
ever, was earned as the Little
Giants committed three er-
rors in the first inning.

“The kids know that when
Brad is on the mound, he's go-

to throw strikes and the
r team is going to hit it,”
Ross coach Schim-
moeller said. “They have to
make the plays.”
Defense has been the one
mark this season.
’Il'lt; Ll:t‘l::ugghng‘ ‘have a
ste t staff to go
with t.heYr ve offense.

Ross has allowed just two
earned runs — including two
on Thursday — in six games.
“Our pitching has been our
stronghold season,”
Franks said.

Cobb allowed six hits and

st'mckoutthreeinhiss’.in-

nings.

Henkel relived Cobb with
mo runtr;la's on and one out ul:
e sixth inning. He struc
out two straigh%rs to get

out of the jam.
Henkel allowed two hits in

the final 1% inni
Doug is a senior, and he’s
confident,” Schim-
moellu‘ said. “And the team is
very confident when he’s on

the mound.”

When asked if he was more
leased with his |tchmg or

andsaid. “Oh, I don’t lmow

“I am really impressed
with the boys,” he said.
“They've played pretty well.
It's been a great start.”
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Giants are dreamin’

m%o‘gnt;lﬁmd its success on
s of Dreams,” sweeping
a double header with Huron.
The Little Giants won 5-2 and
155 in Vickery on the field that
has the same dimensions as De-
troit’s old Tiger Stadium.
Ross is now 540 on the field.
“The kids really enjoyed the
rience,” Ross coach Rob
oeller said. “They want
to schedule more games there.”
Doug Henkel went 4-for-4 with
two doubles, a home run and
four RBI in Game 2. His fourth-

2, allowing four hits and five
runs (two earned).

The Little Giants' team ERA
lsmo.deuwiruellaﬂ-
1 :

'Cats split with Waite
R it gl i
in the top o seven
in Game 1 to salvage a double-
header with Toledo Waite.
Shirer hit a two-run
triple and scored on a single by
winning pitcher Billy Dyer in the
Wildeats' 5-2 victory.
Dyer finished 3-for4 with a so-
lo homer and two RBI and al-
lowed just three hits and struck
out eight in the complete-game
effort.
Dyer added four RBI — three
on a bases-clearing double — in
the 9-7 loss in Game 2.
Woodmore is now 44.

Oak Harbor swept
Bowling Green earned a pair
of 6-5 victories over Oak Harbor
in a double header.
Matt Bentlage took the defeat
in the first game for the Rockets
(24).
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ball in play. Both teams
the ball and both fielded the

one Little Giant was re-
strikeout.
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rad Cobb (3-0) struck out
next batter before allowing
double to put runners on sec-
nd and third with one out.
Doug Henkel relieved and
struck out the final two hit-

Cobb allowed one run in 6'
Henkel notched his

°”§

2

Smith drove in a run for Belle-
vue, Drew Linder allowed four
pitsandsmlckoutoneintmn'

innings.



Fireman Henkel

Ross’s Doug Henkel is equally adept at
starting and out fires.

Henkel notched his third save, striking out
each of the five batters he faced, and went 4-
for-4 with a home run, three RBI and two
runs as the Little Giants defeated New
Riegel 11-7 out of conference.
marly on the sirength of it pitching, The

on of its p .
Giants have allowed seven earned runs so far
gnueasonandt!wirstﬂbmnowalknﬂo

41,

Ross'’s staff entered with a combined ERA
of 0.64 and only one of New Riegel’s runs was

“The pitching staff has really done their
job,” coach Rob Schimmoeller said.

Ross’s defense abandoned it against New
Riegel, committing eight errors, but this
time the offense came to the rescue by com-
piling 12 hits.

The Giants scored seven runs in the final

three innings.
Aaron Opelt drove in the Giants' eighth
run with a sacrifice fly and Jon Franks gave
the team two insurance runs with a homer
in the seventh inning.

Ross’s nine wins are only two shy of last
season’s total.



News-Messenger reports

Alex Black is his mark for
the G team.
Black got the win with 6 2/3 innings

of work on the mound and added two
hits and three RBI as the Golden Bears
defeated Genoa 98 for their second
consecutive Suburban Lakes League

victory on Friday.
Black (2-1) eight runs while
walking two and out four. Wy-

alt Kiser finished for the save as the
Golden Bears (6-3-1, 2-0) survived five
seventh-inning runs from Genoa.

Wes Milleson went 2-for-3 with a
triple, three runs, three steals and an
RBI, and Josh Kerbel and Tyler Don-
nell each was 2-for4.

Donnell added two runs, Andy
Gruner tripled and drove in a run and
Kevin Davis singled, scored once and
had an RBI.

Prior to Wednesday's victory over
;Vuoodmre l':he Bears l&adn't won m

game in two years,
already matched last year’s win total,

Jared Dickman tripled and scored
three runs, but Findlay defeated Fre-
mont Ross 84 in the Greater Buckeye
Conference.

Kyle Cook drove in two runs and Jon
Franks and Dickman each added an
RBI for the Little Giants (92, 1-1).

three ;

“After that we ?layed defense, and
they didn't score,” coach Rob Schim-
%(m)’iooktholonalmmdm

21
runs, three earned, in three innings.
ler Curlis (2-1) notched the win
seven for Findlay.
Ruiz Cook and
worked three innings, out five
and two hits but Ross’s two-run
seventh- rally fell short.

Woodmore explodes
Woodmore scored two dozen runs in

four to top Lakota 24-3 in the
&nﬂ"ﬂm ;

Jordan Shaw out seven in five

and went 3-for-3 with two dou-

bles and four RBI at the plate for the
Wildcats (6-5, 1-1).

Matt Gerwin was 3-for-5 with four
RBI and Dana Wend added two of
Woodmore's 18 hits.

Brett Golightley, James Shaffer,
Shane Paule and Dufendock each
had two hits for the Wildcats.
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23 in two
Fremont Ross allowed 23 run in two

praAT L

VS.

Doug Henkel doubled and drove in a
run, Jon Franks had two hits, two runs
‘and two RBI and Kyle Cook drove in two
runs in the loss. Kyle Spriggs added a
home run,

Jared Dickman went 3-for-4 with a homer,
five RBI and three runs, Robbie Hall was 3-
‘for-3 with a double, RBI and four runs and
+Joey Garza went 3-for<4 with a double and
IinRt.!\Ietie.AaronOpelthadthree
kids hit the ball hard and never
coach Rob Schimmoeller said. “We
coming in that we had a lot of tired
and would have to score a lot of runs.
a shot to win Game 1 in the top of
seventh, but Kyle Cook was thrown out
t the plate and Defiance came back with
three runs.”

:

Eg
ééﬁ

——
348

* The Little Giants are 9-3-1.
“We' our arms rested and be
“to go,” said. “We had a



Giants
ranked
in state

Ross No. 4 in first
AP baseball poll

News-Messenger reports
The Fremont Ross baseball
yers immediately wanted to
how special their new No. 4

moeller said.

The answer? No. At least not in

recent memory.
- Longtime as-
sistant  coach
Roger Hetrick,
who's been
around the pro-
gram since the
1970s, doesn't
recall Ross ever
bei ranked.
Neither  does
athletic director Art Bucci.

“The kids were really excited,”
Schlimmoeller said. “It's pretty
cool.

“I thought maybe we would pos-
sibly be in the top 10,” he contin-
ued. “I didn't think we would be
that high.”

The Little Giants (9-3-1) were
behind only Springfield North,
Celina and Hamilton in the initial
Divml {l Associated Press
coa poll released on Monday.

They also received one first-
place vote.

“It was really exciting that
somebody voted us No. 1,” Schim-
moeller said.

Unfortunately for the Giants,
they have gone 1-1-1 since the vot-
ing on Friday.

They hope to rebound today
against Greater Buckeye Confer-
ence foe Napoleon.

“We need to get right back on
track,” Schimmoeller said. “We
should be good to go.”

No. 3 hurler Brad Cobb, who
has the best statistics of any Ross
hurler, will throw today.

Cobb is 3-0 with an amazing
0.36 ERA in 19'; innings.

He leads the stellar pitching
staff, which has a combined ERA
of 1.95.

Kyle Cook and Kory Decker
each have two wins for the Gi-
ants.

Lead-off hitter Jared Dickman
sparks the offense with his .609
on-base percentage and team-
high 20 runs scored.

Aaron Opelt has a team-high
457 batting average, and Jon
Franks has a team-best 15 RBI.

SCHIMMOELLER

Defense dooms Ross

Ross had four errors and allowed
runs — six unearned — in the first two
of a 93 loss to Greater Buckeye

foe
“It's frustrating,” Ross coach Rob
Schimmoeller said of the defensive woes.

Brad Cobb suffered the loss as the Lit-

tle Giants, ranked No. 4 in the Associat-

-ed Press Division I coaches poll, fell to 9-

41 overall and 1-2 in the league.
Jared Dickman went 2-for<4 with two RBI
and Doug Henkel had three hits for Ross.



ROSS D. OAK HARBOR 3-2 (8), 10-0 (5)

Show-stopper

Little Giants
needed relief

The Fremont Ross baseball
team had lost its way after
fi out it was the fourth

team in Division I.
Myers may have
helped it rmd its compass on

Saturday.
sanchwiching the el of

unve
last Monday’s state rankings
had pressure building up on
the Little
Giants’
shoulders. More preps,

That is
until Myers m B4
played the ®Ross tennis
Atlas role, team captures
not simply tournamentin
burden but ™ Sara Hoffman

anking it fires one-hitter as
H u:et Little Giants
left-field  sweep twinbill

just over the fence for a walk-
off hotl‘r; run that l‘um a
3-2 eight-inning

Oak Harbor in the first game
of a double header at freshly
dedicated Alumni Fields.

“I didn't think it would get
out with the wind blowing in,”
Myers said. “It was a big hit.
We'd been losing so many
games, it helped us relax.”

The Giants won the second
game 100 in five i

Findlay defeated Ross 15
1) inthe Greater Buckeye Con-
ference on April 16 as the Gi-
ants allowed an uncharacteris-
tic five unearned runs. Ross
made three errors in the game.

The Giants then lost the
first half of a doubleheader 11-
8 to Defiance and tied Tiffin
Columbian 12-12 on April 17.
Ross showed signs of life with
four runs in the bottom of the
seventh to tie Defiance but
was contending with tired
arms from a busy slate.

Also last week, the Giants
lost another GBC game to
Napoleon — allowing six un-
earned runs — and a one-run
game to Lima Senior that vir-
tually eliminated them from
conference contention.

See ROSS, B4

r/David Distelhorst
FREMONT ROSS THIRD BASEMAN Kyle Spriggs fires the ball to first base on Saturday. The Little Gi-
ants rebounded from recent struggles to sweep a double header with Oak Harbor




News-Messenger/David Distethorst
DANIEL H. LEASE SR. throws the first pitch during a dedication of the var-

sity baseball field at Fremont Ross H
named “Louise Ann Lease Memorial Field" in honor of his wife.

School on Saturday. The field was

Ross rebounds, earns sweep

Continued From B1

i By o
a never-say-
die attitude with the Game 1 vic-
tory on Saturday and made no
errors in either ;

“We needed for our self-
eaﬁummd\anumhh?d
coach Rob Schimmoeller sa
“It was like a relief. You could al-
most see the sigh and the kids fi-

nally relaxed, and you saw what

hay in the second game.
mﬂaﬂmmzlomwith
two RBI and Cod
maammm
pitcher Doug Henkel doubled.

Henkel (2-0) threw three in-
nings, all no runs and two
hits. Brad finished with two
innings of hitless relief.

Henkel was 3-for-4 with a run
and stolen base, Joey Garza dou-
bled and drove in a run and My-
ers added a second RBI in Game
1. Kyle Cook (3-1) notched the

gomg the distance.
reserved Schim-
moeller tried to light a fire under
the Giants prior to Game 1.
“He elled a little today. My-
“We kind of needed
that He doesn'’t get on us. When
he does, you know you're dw
somethlng wrong and | you
to do so
Myers and Schunmoeller said
the key to the team’s recent

was a lack of focus,
get a win under our belts
after so many losses got our
heads back into it,” said.
“We needed a win bad. It
lifted a weight off our shoulders.
We're back on track.”

Kory Witt went 5-for-5 on the
day for Oak Harbor (6-8). Matt
Bentlage (4-3) went pitch-for-

itch with Cook until Myers'
last, and T.J. Grof lost in his
first varsity start in Game 2.

“Grof is an extra arm for me
— that's " Oak Har-
bor coach Tim Fogle said.
“(Witt) needed this. He's been
putting the bat on the ball but
not getting on base. We knew it
was a matter of time before he
broke loose.”

finished Friday's vic-
tory over Port Clinton for the
win, and Fogle said Saturday
marked his best start.

“My curve was working and |
was positioning my fastball,”
Bentlage said. “We gave them a
run for their hrlnu(;'ney il;l lhh: first
game. Hopefully, we' ve a
chance to see them again later.”

Now, it's the Rockets’ turn to
reverse field.

“Sometimes you have to have
a losssliakkei today to learn from,”

Fogle said.

Schimmoeller said: “It’s a long
season. Everybody loses in base-
ball. Hopefully, it's out of our
system.”



Giants (12-5-1, 2-3) scored

runs in the frame to rally past their Greater

Buckeye Conference .
Doml{n::dako and finished 2-

WMMNM!{BI.W
: Aurelio Ruiz tallied two hits

Ruiz (1-0) allowed two hits and struck out
three in 1 2/3 innings of relief.

Sisl



Dickman shines
in leadoff spot
for Little Giants

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

Fremont Ross leadoff hitter Jared
Dickman enjoys his freedom at the top
of the order.

And he has done nothing this season
to indicate he shouldn’t be trusted with
his license.

Dickman has a team-high .545 on-
base percentage and 19 walks. He has
stolen 13 bases without being caught.

“I have the freedom to bunt, hit away,
steal and do what I think will help the
team,” he said. “I see a lot of pif
and I walk a lot.

“My job is to get on base,” Dickman
commmd "l(eellmdoingmyjobto
the fullest.”

" kanmmmtgmw&m’ﬁl:
roﬂmmntwnmm!

ttle Giants (12-5) open sectional play
onMaﬂayagalnstMamﬁeldSemor
The postseason begins today with
seven area baseball teams and three
area softball teams scheduled to

There was some concern in the f.
asmth enolgh plnnchau!fbe the

y to play feur on
baseball team. He partially tore

Today's playoff openers
BASEBALL
Division Il

At Sandusky Perkins
Port Clinton at Oak Harbor, 10 a.m,

Maumee
Oak Harbor vs, Rossford, 11 am.
Division Ill
Mupml:' Edison,
vs. , NOON
Division IV

At Old Fort
~ Old Fort vs. Sandusky St. Mary, noon
mFull postseason slate, Page B3

MCL in his left knee the second day of

. football contact drills in August.

Dickman, who was projected to be
one of the team's loﬁdrunning backs, re-
turned and had a solid performance
against Benedictine but reinjured the
knee the next game against St. Charles
and couldn't finish the season.

LEADOFF HITTER JARED Dickman, who owns a team-best SJSMWW wmmtmhwmbwmlpmma-
son tournament. The Little Giants play Mansfield Senior in Monday's sectional opener.

Top-notch

Dickman had a moment of trepida-
baseball

hamstring,

moeller said. “He’s definitely not at full
speed, but he’s such a smart baserun-
ner that he steals off the pitcher and
not the catcher.”

Dickman has reached base 36 times
via a walk or hit and scored a team-

24 runs.
said Dickman’s pa-
tience and personality enable him to
thrive the table.

“If he has less than two strikes he won't
mmataphdlmﬂessit'sapudnhehi!s

well,” Schimmoeller said. “He’s very out-
mhlmﬂe pu's:lnmble,am:;l
's very t

makes him a natural leader.

DngenkelbatueeondandMoys
the startling rate of execution. Henkel
leads the team with 28 hits, 17 RBI and
41 total bases.

“I'm 100 percent confident I'll score
when I get on,” Dickman said. “There’s
no reason I can't score every time. The
No. 2 hitter hits to the opposite field
and takes swings away from himself so
I can steal. You can't ask for a better
second hitter. He does his job.”

See DICKMAN, B3




Dickman guides Little Giants into the postseason

Continued From B1

Henkel (2-0, 3 saves) has also fulfilled his
on the mound. He has al-

Sdlhnnwelleruidﬂmkellcurvehas
been the key.

Whenhethmhhcurvetormhuhls
fastball becomes nearly
Schimmoeller said. “He’s been a bulldog.

Whenever we needed an out and brought
him in, he's got it — and most times by
strikeout. He's been a great senior leader.”
'ﬂnGlanutK:oﬂciancyatumopom\e
order enables the other batters to see what
an opposing pitcher has in his arsenal that
day and often provides the team’s stellar

puchhvr'g“;nd defense with a cushion to op-

. The team ERA is 2.26,
“When we score first, it seems like the

self-confidence goes up even higher,”
mnnne!hr said

Ross ascended to the fourth spot in the
mml Associated Press Division I coaches

S e e
ense, 8 pit a of run-
ners left on base saw the team fall behind
early often and go winless in five games.

But Dickman said the team is back on
track after a double-header sweep of Oak
Harbor this past Sat /

“Our pitching keeps us in games,” Dick-
man said. “We’re capable of scoring 10
runs per game, no matter who the pitcher
is. We have to score runs. The capabilities
of this team are endless. If we keep field-
ing, hitting and pitching, there 'S N0 reason
we can't go to state.”




Ross gets
eliminated
in opener

Giants stunned by
Mansfield Senior

News-Messenger reports

The Fremont Ross baseball
team started the season 9-1 and
earned a nice, shiny No. 4 rank-
ing in the initial Associated Press
Division I coaches’ poll.

The Little Giants had dreams
of a memorable season.

It has turned into more of a
nightmare year.

Ross was eliminated from the

tseason with an 8-6 loss to low-
y Mansfield Senior in Monday's
sectional opener at Mansfield
Madison.

“This is very disappointing,”
said Ross coach Rob Schim-
moeller on his cell phone while
riding back to Fremont. “The
guys are pretty quiet on the bus
right now.

“It's a big-time downer,” he
continued.

Ross fell to 12-6-1.

Mansfield (3-12) scored three
first-inning runs — all with two
outs — to set the tone and finished
with 10 hits — all singles.

“It seemed like eve!
hit tonight had eyes,” Schim-
moeller said. “We hit the ball
hard, just right at people.”

Joey Garza had a two-run dou-
ble and Doug Henkel had a two-
run single as the Little Giants tal-
lied five in the fifth inning to pull
within 7-6.

They, however, couldn’t get any
closer.

Jared Dickman hit a first-in-
ning solo home run for the Little
Giants.

Kyle Cook (3-2) took the loss.
He allowed six runs and six hits
in4'; innings.

Cook struck out eight and
walked four.

Jared Frederici, who went 2-
for-2 with two runs scored, earned
the complete-game victory.

“It's all really frustrating,”
Schimmoeller said.

Ross gets
eliminated
in opener

Giants stunned by
Mansfield Senior

News-Messenger reports

The Fremont Ross baseball
team started the season 9-1 and
earned a nice, shiny No. 4 rank-
ing in the initial Associated Press
Division I coaches’ poll.

The Little Giants had dreams
of a memorable season.

It has turned into more of a
nightmare year.

Ross was eliminated from the
postseason with an 86 loss to low-
ly Mansfield Senior in Monday’s
sectional opener at Mansfield
Madison.

“This is very disapﬁointing."
said Ross coach Rob Schim-
moeller on his cell phone while
riding back to Fremont. “The
guys are pretty quiet on the bus
right now.

“It's a big-time downer,” he
continued.

Ross fell to 12-6-1.

Mansfield (3-12) scored three
first-inning runs — all with two
outs — to set the tone and finished
with 10 hits — all singles.

“It seemed like everything they
hit tonight had eyes,” Schim-
moeller said. “We hit the ball
hard, just right at people.”

Joey Garza had a two-run dou-
ble and Doug Henkel had a two-
run single as the Little Giants tal-
lied five in the fifth inning to pull
within 7-6.

They, however, couldn’t get any
closer.

Jared Dickman hit a first-in-
ning solo home run for the Little
Giants.

Kyle Cook (3-2) took the loss.
He allowed six runs and six hits
in 4'; innings.

Cook struck out eight and
walked four.

Jared Frederici, who went 2-
for-2 with two runs scored, earned
the complete-game victory.

“It's all really frustrating,”
Schimmoeller said.

See ROUNDUP, B3

See ROUNDUP, B3



ROSS 13, SANDUSKY 1

Giant rebound

News-Messenger/David Distelhorst

KORY DECKER fired a two-hitter in Fremont Ross's 13-1 five-inning victory over archrival Sandusky on Wednesday.

Ross recovers from sectional loss, rolls by rival

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor

No yelling. No screaming.
No scolding.

Not necessary.

“I didn’t have to say any-
thing to them really,” Fre-
mont Ross coach Rob Schim-
moeller said of his Little Gi-
ants’ Division I sectional-
opening loss to Mansfield Se-
nior.

“They knew they didn't
play well,” he continued.
“They knew they had to come
back strong.”

His squad responded from
Monday'’s loss with one of its
best practices of the season
on Tuesday and a 13-1 five-in-

More preps, Page B3

m Oak Harbor tops Perkins in a 12-inning softball thriller.
m Kristen Dix comes up with another clutch hit for Gibsonburg.
m SJCC baseball team scores 22 in a victory over Bettsville.

w:& rout of Sandusky on
y.

The postéeason is over. The
season is not.

all want to go out in
st;lg"‘eg&dmoeller said.
iggs — one of sev-
en Ross seniors — went 3-for-
3 with four RBI and Kory
Decker fired a two-hitter in
the rout of their rivals.
“It feels great to stomp on
them,” Spriggs said. “We

needed that to get some con-
fidence and have some fun.”

Kyle Cook’s two-run homer
highlighted the 11-hit on-
slaught and helped the Little
Giants hold out slim hope for
a share of the Greater Buck-
eye Conference title.

Ross (136, 3-3) is two
Fames behind Findlay in the
eague standings. The Little
Giants must hope for a Find-
lay setback and beat the Tro-

jans at home next Friday.

“We are really disappointed
with our tournament perfor-
mance, but we can still make
up for it by winning the
league,” said Spriggs, whose
two-run single opened the
floodgates in the first inning.
“That’d be really nice. That'’s
what we're aiming for.”

On Monday, the Little Gi-
ants — who at one time were
9-1 and ranked No. 4 in the
state — played one of their
worst games of the season,
falling 8-6 to a Mansfield Se-
nior squad that has just three
victories.

See ROSS, B3




Ross still has outside
chance at league title

Continued From B1

“It seems like no matter who we play, we al-
ways play to the competition,” Spriggs said, “If
we are someone good or someone bad,
mlaywthe level, instead of playing at our

“We knew all along that we were better than
how we played,” he continued.
They showed it on Wednesday.
ptch walk 0 open he ottom of te et g
to open mo
and eventually scored on Spriggs’ line drive
that screamed past Sandusky third baseman

Tristian Sarngle. :

Aaron Opelt followed with a two-run bloop

8 off freshman hurler Kevin Appell (0-3),
Ross was on its way.

The Little Giants tacked on six more in the
second on five singles — including RBI hits
by Robbie Hall, Joey Garza, Spriggs and Au-
relio Ruiz — and four errors by Sandusky (2-
14, 1-5).

Cook, Ross's No. 9 hitter, invoked the mercy-
rule with his blast down the left-field line.

'Wehavepowerlgllﬁfthe;vo?' through the
lineup,” said. “It'sa lineup. There
is no ream ;

There was no weakness on the mound on
Wednesday either.

Deckeri%at\;;upa : t;)lead-offlﬁb‘tt;rg:t
McAuley 0 irst inning -
n't allow another hit until the fifth.

Sandusky got its only run when Kevin Las-
noski drew a -l walk in the fifth.

Decker (3-3) finished with six strikeouts and
five walks.

“This is how we can play,” Spriggs said.




' B.”ball..l............I.....l........

Ross tallies 20 in win

No. 9 hitter Robbie Hall went 4-for4

Harirenttroming
20-2 In five :

It was.the second time this season
that the Little Giants scored at least 20
runs, They tallied 23 in a shutout win
over Liberty Center earlier.

Monday's offensive explosion came
a week after Ross was shocked and
eliminated from the postseason by
Mansfield Senior, which had just three
victories, in the Division I sectional
opener.

Kyle Sp added three hits and
two RBI for the Giants (14-8-1), who
scored nine runs in the second and sev-
en in the fourth. |

Joey Garza had two hits and two RBI,
gfll Aurelio. Ruiz was 2-for-4 with an

Kory Decker, Aaron Opelt and Jared
Dickman each had a hit and two RBI.

Kyle Cook (4-2) got the victory, strik-
ing out seven and allowing just three
hits and two walks.



Baseball........ccocenrannsans
Ross falls late

Napoleon scored four runs in
the top of the seventh inning to
beat Fremont Ross 54 and elim-
inate the Little Giants from the
Greater Buckeye Conference ti-

tle race.
Ross fell to 14-9-1 overall and

44 in the league.
pitcher Henkel

Starting
had a hit and two RBI for the
Little Giants.

Henkel threw 5': hitless in-
nings. He allowed one unearned
run and walked six.

Jared Dickman was 2-for-3
Yngs a double and an RBI for



nmpreps
Ross pounds rival

News-Messenger reports

Jared Dickman hit a lead-off home
run to start the offensive fireworks and
Kory Decker fired a two-hitter in Fre-
mont Ross's 13-3 six-inning rout of rival

The Giants scored five first-in-
ning runs to set the tone.

Ross to 15-9-1 overall and 5-
4 in the Greater Conference.

Decker (4-3) struck out four and al-
lowed just one earned run,

Kyle Cook had two hits — including a
triple — and three RBI and Doug
Henkel had two hits and three RBI for
the Little Giants.

| le Spriggs added a two-run double
fanKu

 'The Little Giants finish up their sea-
~ son today at home against GBC foe
~ Findlay.

SJCC coach Bill Bork said.

SJCC has won four of its last six
games (o to 8-19.

“That’s what you want to see,” Bork
said. “We want to be playing our best at
T

yssa
Jamie Bork each had two hits for the
Crimson Streaks.

SJCC finishes its season on Saturday

with a double header at Port Clinton,

Bettsville falls

Jenny Schumm had three mand
Samantha Ludwig had two and
three RBI, but Bettsville lost 195 to
Toledo Christian.

Bettsville fell to 3-22.

Tennis
Araa shut aut in Division Il
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chael Daugl\a:é‘ had two
hits — lnduding a — and
an RBI for Ross.

Wildcats downed

Erin Stoffan’s solo home run
was Woodmore's only bright spot
in a 10-1 loss to Genoa.

The Wildcats fell to 7-18 over-
all and 2-10 in the SLL.

Genoa improved to 23-5 over-
all and 11-3 in the SLL.

“Lakota blanked

Eastwood blanked Lakota 3-0
fs Hannah Bursiek suffered the
0SS,

Katie Dennis had a hit for the
Raiders.

Ross stumbles in finale

Fremont Ross trailed by just
three runs after the fourth in-
ning but imploded in a 17-5 sea-
son-ending loss to Findlay.

The Trojans, who the
Greater Buckeye Conference ti-
tle, scored eight runs in the fifth
and seven in the sixth,

Ross, which started the sea-
son 9-1, finished the campaign

15-10-1.

are frustrated,” Ross
coach Schimmoeller said.
"l‘hey’se upset about the way it

Findlay had just three hits in
the fifth inning and nine for the

game,

Ross had four errors, which
led to eight unearned runs,

Jared Dickman finished his
career with a stellar game, The
lead-off hitter went 4-for-4 with
an RBI.

Kyle Sp homered and
had three and Aurelio Ruiz
m homered for the Little Gi-
Robbie Hall added two hits —
including a double.

The Ross junior-varsity team
finished its season 19-5 overall
and tied for first in the GBC with
a 9-1 mark.

Gibsonburg falls

Lake scored on a squeeze bunt
in the bottom of the sixth inning
to beat Gibsonburg 2-1. '

Gibsonburg got only three hits
and fell to 13-11-1 overall:

Picked last in t;lhe Suburban
Lakes League in the preseason,
the Golden Bears ﬁmghed 7-7in



High School
GBC Baseball All-Conference
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Player of the Year — Tyler Curlis (Find-
m’ of the Year — Jack Foltz (Find-
' Second Team

Ross — Kyle Cook, Robbie Hall, Doug
Henkel

' Honorable Mention
m- Mm.mm.b
ry Decker, Joey Garza.



