
New Natatorium Dedication
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Photos by Doug Hise | News-Massenge correspondent

Art Bucci is congratulated by Board of Education Vice President Marc Glotzbecker. For coverage of Tuesday's meet, see page 8.

Fremont Ross natatorium dedicated

BY KEVIN SHIELDS
Sports writer

FREMONT — As a swimmer at
Fremont Ross, Hal Hawk served
as Art Bucci's first captain when
he took the helm of the Little Gi-
ants program in 1974,

More than three decades later,
Hawk is once again linked to his
old coach.

Hawk, president and CEO of
Crown Battery in Fremont, saw

‘the natatorium at Ross High
School dedicated in his and his
wife Diane's name along with
Bucci — the current Ross ath-
letic director — in a ceremony
Tuesday before the Little Gi-
ants’ season opener against

archrival Sandusky.

“It's amazing how things work
out,” said Hawk, who served as a
Ross captain twice before swim-
ming for four years at John Car-
roll University. “I never really en-
visioned this, nor did I set out for
the recognition. I just wanted to
bring the school a new facility.”

The Hawks, along with the Fre-
mont Area Foundation and key
supporters Bill Beck, Lee Koen-
ing and the late Dan Lease, led
the swim and dive group
fundraising and the construction
of the new facility. In addition to
the new natatorium, a wrestling
room and seven new classrooms

SEE ROSS | 6 Hal and Diane Hawk, and Art and Lisa Bucci were honored.
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were built at a cost of about
$4.5 million

Two months ago, an
anonymous donor paid the
final funds for the natatori-
um with the specific request
that it be named in Hawk
and Bucci’s name.

“Sharing the title with Hal
is a dream,” Bucci said, who
~ coached the Ross swim
team from 1974 to 1985 be-
fore being hired as athletic
director in 1986. “All of the
honors and accolades I've
received related to school
have been because of the
great people I've been asso-
ciated with. And Hal and his
family are definitely some of
those people.”

In his 11 seasons as a
coach, Bucci was the North-
west Ohio coach of the year
twice. In 1980, he was coach
of the year for the Swim
Coaches Association.

“It was fun swimming for
Art, but he was very seri-
ous,” Hawk said. “He taught
you a lot about swimming
and he also taught you how
to be a good person.”

During his tenure as ath-
letic director, Bucci has
been involved with the con-
struction and completion of
two softball diamonds, two
baseball fields, a new track

and press box, a new soccer
field, seven practice football
fields, eight new tennis
courts, a new football stadi-
um, and the new natatori-
um, classroom  and
wrestling project.

| need to thank all the
people that made this proj-
ect possible,” Bucci said. “It
wouldn't have been possi-
ble without Bill Beck, Lee
Koenig and Dan Lease and
our anonymous donor, who
isno longer in town, but has
gfen a strong supporter of

e program for years

“This facﬂxty speaks for
itself, and I'm just excit-
ed to be a part of all those
facilities.”

Superintendent Traci Mc-
Caudy welcomed and in-
troduced all in attendance
before the dedication
made by Marc Glotzbeck-
er, vice president of the Fre-
mont City School Board.

“As you can see, this
honor is well deserved by
all three of these individu-
als,” Glotzbecker said.

After remarks by Jerri
Miller of the Fremont
Ross Swim Boosters, and
the national anthem from
Ross senior Meagan
Eishen, the natatorium'’s
name was unveiled in
purple paint on the west
side wall.

The Hawk-Bucci Natato-

rium’s first meet saw the Lit-
tle Giants sweep the Blue
Streaks, winning 95-81 on
$e irls side and 122-61 on

e
Hawk — who has been a
swim official for six years
now — watched his daugh-
ter Megan, a freshman, take
part in three winning relays
and win the 100-yard
freestyle.

“As a father it meant more
to me seeing her compete
today,” Hawk said. “It was
her first high school meet,
and it's something she'’s
been lookmg forward to for
along time.’

E-mail Kevin Shields at
Kshields@gannett.com,
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BY KEVIN SHIELDS
Sports writer

FREMONT — Alex Hoffman
(200 freestyle, 500 freestyle) won
two events and swam on two
first-place relays as Fremont
Ross’s boys defeated archrival
Sandusky 122-61 on Tuesday.

It was the inaugural meet for
the Hawk-Bucci Natatorium
that was dedicated prior to the
meet. The facility was formerly
known as the Ross High School
Natatorium.

“It was a great meet to start off
the Hawk-Bucci Natatorium,”
Hoffman said. “It's the best high
school facility I've ever swam in.
I'm very grateful to all the
donors, all the volunteers and
parents that help out. It's an
amazing pool and it wouldn't
run without those people.”

Hoffman swam a winning time
of 1:53.29 to beat out teammate
Keith Wasserman (1:56.94) in the
200 freestyle. He then beat out the
Little Giants’ Eric Yuhas in the 500
freestyle as they swam times of
5:16.28 and 5:18.02 respectively.

Hoffman, Wasserman, Luke

Wilhelm and Scott Kosakowski
won the 200 freestyle relay
(1:37.37). Hoffman, Wasserman,
Yuhas and Wilhelm took the 400
freestyle relay.

Last season, Hoffman went
to the state meet with
Wasserman, Wilhelm and cur-
rent Eastern Michigan
University swimmer Dexter
Foos. Though the 200 free relay
failed to make the top 16, the
400 free relay group took 13th,
swimming a personal-best
time of 3:15.90 in the final.

Currently Hoffman is the
anchor for both, with
Wasserman serving as the lead.
A year ago he was the lead with
Foos closing.

“I'm happy with the order we
have now,” Hoffman said. “Things
can always change between now
and the end of the year, but it
looks like we have a solid order
right now for the relays. Those
were good times we had.”

Wasserman won the 100
freestyle (51.23) and Yuhas won
the 200 individual medley
(2:10.46).

Ross also got firsts from

Doug Hise | News-Messenger correspondent
Alesha Overmeyer swims in the 100 yard butterfly Tuesday against Sandusky. Overmeyer was second in the event and the Little Giants
swept Sandusky.

Ross opens pool in style

Hawk-Bucci Natatorium sees sweep of Sandusky

Graham Moor (100 butterfly)
and Brett Foos (1-meter diving).

“It's awesome to start the year
with a win, especially against a
team like Sandusky with a lot of
prestige,” Hoffman said. “We did
what we had to do and it was alot
of great times to start the season.”

Sammi Miller (100 butterfly),
Laura Duncan (200 freestyle),
Megan Hawk 100 freestyle) and
Taylor Waggoner (500 freestyle)
each won one event and swam
on three first-place relays as
Ross’s girls completed the sweep
with a 95-81 win.

“All the hard work we've been
doing the past week paid off and
we can finally see where were
at,” Miller said. “And for our first
meet, I thought both the guys
and girls did really good.”

Miller, who went to state for
the 100 freestyle and as a mem-
ber of the 200 freestyle relay with
‘Waggoner, won the 100 butterfly
in a time of 1:03.29. She beat out
teammate Alesha Overmyer,
who swam a 1:08.68.

Miller, Duncan, Hawk,
Waggoner won the 200 medley
relay in a time of 1:54.25. They

also won the 200 freestyle relay
in a time of 1:42.80 and 400
freestyle relay in a time of
3:48.77

“We all worked good as a team
tonight,” Miller said. “All the
relays did good overall.”

Hawk, a freshman, was one of
the middle legs for each of the
relays and won the 100 freestyle
in a time of 57.33 seconds.

“We have a lot of new girls and
they’re doing really good,” Miller
said. “It's going to be exciting to
see how they improve through-
out the year.”

Waggoner took the 500
freestyle in a time of 5:32.99,
while Duncan won the 200
freestyle with a swim of 2:08.16.

The girls also got runner-up
finishes from Danielle Minier
(200 individual medley), Ellen
Silva (50 freestyle) and Holly
Phillips (100 backstroke).

“It should be a good season,”
Miller said. “I'm excited to see
how we progress and do at dis-
tricts at the end of the year.”

E-mail Kevin Shields
at kshields@gannett.com.
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Boys Results

FREMONT ROSS 122, SANDUSKY 61

M Site: Fremont Ross
Natatorium, Fremont.
B 200 medley relay:

White, Waddington (S
Dorobek, Yuhas, Moor,
1:52.10; 3. Hoffman,

Hoelzer (FR) 2:00.51.

W 200 free: 1. Alex H
2. Keith Wasserman (

Kosakowski (FR) 2:00.

M 200 IM: 1. Eric Yu

Graham Moor (FR) 2:2

(FR) 2:25.79.

M 50 free: 1. Eric Bond

2. Bobby Carnicom (F

High Schaol

. Stauffer, Cremean,
AN) 1:50.70; 2.

, Carnicom (FR)
Michael, Yanes,

offman (FR) 1:53.29;
FR) 1:56.94; 3. Scott
54,

has (FR) 2:10.46; 3.
.90; 4. Luke Wilhelm

arenko (SAN) 23.62;
R) 25.0; 3. Brandon

Hoelzer (FR) 25.67; 4. Jacob Berryman (FR)
27.78

W 1M diving: 1. Brett
Jared Schueren (FR)
(FR) 142.85.

M 100 butterfly: 1. Gr:

56.89; 3. Christopher

Foos (FR) 156.10; 2.
50.15; 3. Adam Rodd

aham Moor (FR)
Hoffman (FR)

1:08.40; 4. Harry Dorobek (FR) 1:08.91.
M 100 free: 1. Keith Wasserman (FR) 51.23;

4. Luke wiineim (FR)
(FR) 1:09.92.

55.70; 6. Troy Burrows

W 500 free: 1. Alex Hoffman (FR) 5:16.28;

2. Eric Yuhas (FR) 5:1

8.02; 3. Scott

Kosakowski (FR) 5:27.38.
W 200 free relay: 1. Wasserman, Wilhelm,

Kosakowski, A. Hoffm

an (FR) 1:37.37; 2. C.

Hoffman, Berryman, Hoelzer, Yanes (FR)

1:44.86.
M 100 backstroke: 1.

Jack Stauffer (SAN)

1:01.55; 2. Harry Dorobek (FR) 1:06.15; 3.
Luke Kingsborough (FR) 1:12.53; 4.

Christopher Hoffman

(FR) 1:13.39.

M 100 breaststroke: 1. Brock Cremean (SAN)

1:13.14; 2. Collin Mi

chael (FR) 1:18.41; 3.

Mason Sloma (FR) 1:21.18; 7. Michael Hall

(FR) 1:47.10.

W 400 free relay: 1. Wasserman, Wilhelm,
3 3.

Yuhas, A. Hoffman (F

Kosakowski, Moor, Yan

3:42.16.

R) 3:31
es, Dorobek (FR)
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Girls Results

FREMONT ROSS 95, SANDUSKY 81

B Site: Fremont Ross High School
Natatorium, Fremont.

B 200 medley relay: 1. Waggoner, Duncan,
Hawk, Miller (FR) 1:54.25; 3. Swigart,
Minier, Overmyer, Silva (FR) 2:03.79.

W 200 free: 1. Laura Duncan (FR) 2:08.16;
4. Holly Phillips (FR) 2:18.99; 5. Amy Yuhas
2:20.38.

W 200 IM: 1. Taylor Vargo (SAN) 2:14.06; 2.
Danielle Minier (FR) 2:31. 79; 4. Dewyn
Swigart (FR) 2:41.02.

W 50 free: 1. Ashley Ahlers (SAN) 26.01; 2.
Ellen Silva (FR) 26.96; 4. Emily Moyer (FR)
27.59; 5. McKenna Willis (FR) 31.12.

B 100 butterfly: 1. Sammi Miller (FR)
1:03.29; 2. Alesha Overmyer (FR) 1:08.68.
B 100 free: 1. Megan Hawk (FR) 57.33; 4.
Emily Moyer (FR) 1:03.69; 6. Alesha
Overmyer (FR) 1:04.67.
W 500 free: 1. Taylor Waggoner (FR)
5:32.99; 3. Amy Yuhas (FR) 6:10.64; 4.
atasha Fisher (FR) 6:23.27.
B 200 free relay: 1. Miller, Hawk, Duncan,
Waggoner (FR) 1:42.80; 3. Overmyer, Minier,
oyer, Silva (FR) 1:49.78.
B 100 backstroke: 1. Sarah Miller (SAN)
1:09.13; 2. Holly Phillips (FR) 1:11.93; 3.
Devyn Swigart (FR) 1:12.48; 4. Ellen Silva
(FR) 1:16.41.
B 100 breaststroke: 1. Taylor Vargo (SAN)
1:09.32; 3. Danielle Minier (FR) 1:16.38; 4.
atasha Fisher (FR) 1:28.29; 6. McKenna
Willis (FR) 1:44.56
B 400 free relay: M|Iler Hawk, Duncan,
Waggoner (FR) 3.48, 1.3, SW|gar Yuhas,
oyer, Phillips (FR) 4:15.88.





