2001 Division | Sectional Tournament



MIKE PRICE of Fremont Ross glides toward the basket during Friday's game at Fostoria. The Lit-
tle Giants open Division | sectional action tonight at Willard. 3

TOURNEY TIME: Boys tip today

Giants refuse
to look ahead

Fliers, Bears open with rematches

News-Messenger reports

Several indicators speak
against a Fremont Ross
boys letdown in the Division
I sectional opener against
Mansfield Madison tonight
at Willard.

Granted, the Little Giants
(14-6) might be expected to
look the Rams (4-16) to-

a sectional final
matchup against third-
ranked Senior, the
team that has ousted Ross
ﬁ;){'n‘e the tournament in each
of past two campaigns.

But Ross is hardly in a po-
sition to be overconfident af-
ter dropping back-to-back
games against Lorain Ad-
miral King and Fostoria to
close the season.

Plus, several Little Giants
are rarin’ to play after suf-
feﬂn%ﬂthrough bouts with

tis last week. Sopho-

more guard Terrence Jones
will be back on the court af-
ter sitting out Friday’s loss
at Fostoria, and senior
starters T.J. Hammer and
Bryan Root will be close to
fully healthy.

Tonight's games
Ross vs. Madison
vs. Bellevue
vs. Tol. Chr.
Lakota vs. Eimwood
OHFMVI New Riegel
Bettsville vs. Buck. Cen.
Margaretta vs. Crestview
W See sectional cap-
sules, pairings, B2.

And, finally, the Ross
boys watched the top-seeded
girls team end its season
with a sectional loss to
Madison on Saturday.

“Is it a concern?
in the back of our mmds
Ross coach Mark Gedeon
said of his team looki
the Rams. “But I think the
last two losses have rein-
forced that if you play poor-
ly, your season’s over.

"I don’t know how impor-
tant it is that we get a shot
at Mansfield, but it's impor-
tant we play for a sectional
title.

“We lyust want to keep play-
ing as long as we can play.”

Ross meets Madison at
6:30 p.m. in the first game of
a doubleheader at Willard
High School. Sandusky (6-
14) faces Tiffin Columbian
(5-15) in the nighteap.

Eight area teams open
boys sectional play today:

® In Division II, Clyde (2-
18) meets archrival Belle-
vue (14-6) at 6:30 p.m. today
at Sandusky High School.

® In Division III, Lakota
(2-18) faces Elmwood (13-7)
at 7:30 p.m. at Old Fort High
School. Margaretta (9-11)
goes against Ashland
Crestview (5-15) at 6:30 p.m.
at Norwalk High School.

W In Division IV, Old Fort
and New Riegel square off in
a battle of 10-10 squads at
6:30 p.m. at Hopewell-Loudon
High School. Bettsville (5-15)
meets Buckeye Central (11-9)
in the nightcap at Bascom.
At Owens Community Col-
lege, Gibsonburg (5-15)
meets Toledo Christian (4-16)
at 8:30 p.m.

T See SECTIONAL, B2







Vann’s the man for Giants

Division I: Ross goes inside to beat Rams, set up rematch with Tygers

4

ants’ 65-58 victory at the Division | sectional tournament at Willard High School.

By TIMOTHY R. WOLFRUM
Sports editor

WILLARD — Fremont
Ross coach Mark Gedeon
etion Baturday e

actice Sat y
grnd used the car ride to re-
mind the senior forward
how vital his presence is to
the team.
ha{im hours “ctle‘ar;ig,e Vann

spent much of the regu-
lar season finale in foul trou-
ble, allowing Fostoria to ring
up points close to the basket
and hand the Little Giants
their second straight defeat.

Fortunately for Ross,
Vann and his teammates got
Gedeon's e.

The Little Giants fed
Vann for a career-high 24
points Tuesday as Ross
came from behind to elimi-
nate Mansfield Madison 65-
58 in Division I sectional
tournament  action at
Willard High School.

“Alfonzo was a true war-
rior for us. ... This game, 1

hewkeduuedibb'
Wn getting the ball in by -

int,” Gedeon said. “He
hard for position.
He's very, very active, and he
finished when he got those
opportunities to
Said Vann, “Coach talked
to us about how Madison
would give us a challenge.
We came toda prvparedto
take that challe
Ross (15-6) advances to
third-ranked Mansfield

face
Senior (19-1) in the sectional
final at 6:30 p.m. Friday at
Willard. The Little Giants
have been bounced out of the
tournament by the in
lhnlhnggamesea of the
In the other sectional

semifinal Tuesday,
dusky defeated Tiffin

News-Messenger photos/Ben French Columbian 68-58. The Blue
ALFONZO VANN prepares to shoot against Madison defenders Tuesday dyring the Little Gi-

NEXT: Ross

MIKE PRICE of Ross sticks to John Mambourg of Mansfield
Madison during Tuesday's Division | sectional game at Willard

Streaks (7-14) will meet sec-
ond-seeded Ashland (16-4)
in the second game Friday.

Terrence Jones scored 14
points, T.J. Hammer 11 for
the Little Giants on Tues-
day. Vann and Jones shared

rebounding honors with

iece.

Madison (4-17), led by ju-
nior guard Ryan Pore's 29

ints, held an advantage
or much of the game.
Rams led by as many as
nine points in the first half
and still held a 45-39 margin
midway through the third

But the Little Giants’ size
advantage wore down Madi-
son. Ross went on an 8-0 run
to end the third quarter. Two
of the buckets came from
close range by Vann, anoth-
er was a Jones layup that
resulted from a Bryan Root
offensive rebound.

“They're so much bi
and stronger than us !
eventually ... . We were try-

San- ing to change defenses, and

really nothing worked.
Yw‘vegawgiveﬂunu-ed

it for being patient on of-
fense and getting it to guys
that could score,” Madison
coach Chad Allen said.

A Jones 3-pointer broke a
47-all tie and gave the Little
Giants the lead for good
with six minutes, 55 seconds
to play in the game.

After that, Root made
sure the ball found its way
to Vann, who hit 11 of his 14
field-goal attempts. Root, a
senior center who scored
only five points, recorded
four assists, three of them to
Vann, as the Little Giants
built a 61-53 advantage with
2:32 to play. The Rams got
no closer than five points

thereafter.

“I was just really working
hard in the le,” Root
said. “I was trying to score,
but I didn’t have the o
tunities that Alfonzo did.”

The Rams came charging

er out of the gate Tuesday.
t Pore scored 13 points, and

Madison led 21-12 late in the
first quarter.

See ROSS, B3

5-6) vs. Mansfield Sr. (19-1) 6:30 p.m. Friday
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Continued From B1

- “’l‘h_ey came out and hit ev-
erything in sight,” Gedeon said.
“They got some quality looks
and drained them and got some
energy. We took a time-out and
told our kids that we've had five
league wins on the road where
we were down eight points and
came back to win. We were test-
ed before.”

But Ross would have to make
its comeback without Hammer,
a senior leader who picked up
his third foul

midwa
thro the
second quar- .
ter and sat the v
rest of the
half. Hammer,
who had foug
assists  an \‘
three re-
bounds, started the second half
but picked up his fourth foul at
the 6:28 mark and sat for the
next eight minutes.

S&phomore guard Luke Lyle
filled in admirably, though. His

driving layup during the 8-0
run late in the third quarter
tied the score at 45, and his
feed to Vann gave the Little Gi-
ants the lead on the next pos-
session.

Meanwhile, Ross had to find a
way to stop Pore, who scored 20
points in the first half. In the
second half, the Little Giants
went to a diamond-and-one de-
fense with the 6-foot-2 Bo Mar-
tin shadowing the 5-11 Pore.
Pore managed just nine points
in the second half.

“Ryan had just an outstand-
ing ballgame. I totally tip my

hat to him,” Gedeon said. “He
came out like a true competitor

and gave his team an opportu-

nity.”

The pace of the second half
was considerably slower than
the first half, and that favored

Ross. The Rams managed only
seven points in the third quar-

er.

“I didn’t sub very much, and
we were tired,” Allen said.
“That cost us at the end. There’s
only so much we can do when

News-Messenger/Ben French

TERRENCE JONES of Ross takes aim at the basket against the defense of Madison's Brandon Gilmore during
Tuesday's game at Willard. Jones scored 14 points.

we get down there and our guys
are tired.”

Ross hit 26 of 52 field-goal at-
tempts (50 percent) and outre-
bounded Madison 35-33. The
Rams connected on 22 of 57 field-
goal attempts (38.6 percent ).






ger roadblock

Giants even score, upset No. 3 Mansfield in another OT thriller

By TIMOTHY R. VOI.FHUU

With 11.4 seconds left in over-
time and Ross 50-49, Root
swished both free ;
confidently to teammates all the
way, to put the Little Giants up by

this time, the big one did
not get away.

double-overtime defeat last season.  The Little Giants advance to
-xwdlngeduptomlmand lsnid nnetAshll:nd(l74) at7:30 p.m. | Friday’s sectional
‘Coach, I'm money’ I knew I was Thursday in a district semifinal at p
going to make them,” Root said. Willard. Second-seeded Ashland final scores
“I've been it all week. survived a scare from Sandusky, Division |
I've been hoping that I'd get that 5149, in the second Friday. | Ross 52, Mansfield 49
opportunity. Itcame, I just kids ﬂny;wuego Division Il
knocked them down.” ﬁdteeomwtonmp, Gedeon | Napoleon 57, Oak Harbor 45
‘Ross (16-6) upset the third- , “Not too many people around | Bellevue 83, Norwalk 43
mhdmﬁgm(m-z)lnmefmm did. A lot of were questioning Division Ill
co ve overtime be- some of we made | Ljb -Benton 62, Woodmore 43
tween the two teams. the around time. Thank | Eastwood 93, Lakota 37
sectional Little Giants won the first of those our kids They Huron 61, Margaretta 52
B SRS et s T | o
seasons, coa
g dwmmﬂg Colllmo‘lt's anothler gamrti';gt kg A i
over a big hurdle right overtime. I guess M Ohio tourney scores, B2
there,” said Ross forward Al- that, huh?”
wholedal Sith M M Area roundups, B3
15 points. “We can go all the way.” "See GIANTS, B3

Giants survive, best Mansfield Senior in OT

Continued From B1

foleta, mid Bepen Root phersd b ol
9 ryan 10 points
o Rt
0 ers. erri
poweatheramil.anee'll?l'godhndalyzmmﬂm
reneeDavisonpltdledmwlthlo
The Little Giants never trailed in'the
second half and led by as many as nine
points, when senior guard T.J. Hnmmer
nailed a 3-pointer with
2:20 remaining in the
third quarter.
But Ross had to sur-
vive a scare just to get to
overtime. That was no

“We' ve been in too \
many situations against HAMMER
Mansfield where we had
the lead and they were able to come
back,” Gedeon said. “Both teams compete
very hard and have high energy levels.”

Merriweather nailed a 3-pointer from
the right wing with 54 seconds remaining
in regulation to tie the score at 46. Then
Hammer tried to push the ball downcourt,
but his pass to Vann was too high and
sailed out of bounds.

After the Tygers got the ball back, Mer-
riweather stood at midcourt as the clock
wound down. Finally, with about five sec-
onds remaining, Davison dribbled into
traffic and found Hood, Mansfield’s 6-foot-
7 senior center, for an open 12-footer on
the left baseline.

Hood’s line drive rattled out as the
buzzer sounded.

In overtime, Ross won the tip, and Price
hit a 3-pointer to open the scoring. A Ter-
rence Jones free throw gave the Little Gi-
ants a 5046 lead.

But, after a Hood free throw, Shaw
drove for two points with 1:10 to play to get
the Tygers to within 5049.

Mansfield then forced a five-second call
in Ross’s backcourt with 28.2 seconds, giv-
ing the Tygers the chance to take the lead.
But Hammer blocked a Shaw shot, and
Ross got the ball with 13.4 seconds when
&wswppedoutofbounds trying to save

rebound

Enter Lee Root. He grabbed the in-
bounds pass from Hammer, drew a foul
from Mansfield’s Dwaine Chapman and
started toward the free-throw line.

On the way, he was met by Shaw, who
tried to put doubt into his mind.

“He was sitting there, trying to talk
some jive to me, saying ‘You haven’t
touched the ball all night. You can’t make
these.’ Iwashke.‘Allnght I'm going to
make these both,””

Said Gedeon of Root "I‘hat’s exactly
what he’s there for. He’s one of our best
foul shooters. In that situation, you go of-

fense-defense. You want to get the ball in ...

+ the hands of your best foul shooters. He got
the basketball, squared up and knocked
themdawnﬁxstmewqyyouwouldhope

Ross had to overcome adversity from
the otF‘riday'sgam.lhnumn
Yoor's Minahold saie.
year’s Mansfield game with an injury,
picked up three fouls in the first 2:47 and
sat out the rest of the first half.

Price makes plays for Giants

Lee Root wasn't the only unlikely hero for
Fremont Ross during Friday's 52-49 overtime
victory over No. 3 Mansfield Senior.

Another junior guard, Mike Price, made sev-
eral big plays that sent the Little Giants past the
Tygers for the ﬁrsl time in three years.

Among them:
lThcb%ogest according 16 Price, was his 3-
pointer to open the overtime period. It gave
Ross a 49-46 lead, one it would never relin-
quish.

W The play that may have saved the day,
though, was Price’s tip-in of a Bryan Root miss
with 1 minute, 55 seconds to play in regulation.
The tip gave the Little Giants a 46-43 lead and
staved off a furious Mansfield rally.

B Price's rebound bucket at the first-half
horn gave Ross a 23-19 halftime lead and mo-
mentum entering the second half. The Little Gi-
ants eventually led by nine points in the third
quarter.

Price’s play surprised the Tygers.

“We knew he was pretty good, but out of so
many players they have, he was one we didn't
expect to step up like he did,” Mansfield eoaeh
Gregg Collins said.

Price, who started several of the Little Gi-
ants’ regular-season games, hasn't started ei-
ther of Ross's toumament games. But his 14
points were huge on Friday.

“At first, | was a little upset,” Price said of not
starting. “But | think it made me play harder. |
probably will tell coach not to start me.”

Said Ross coach Mark Gedeon, “Mike came
up huge for us. We went with a larger lineup
hopefully to rebound and fill the gaps a little bit
better. Mike came up with the offensive re-
bound putback there at the end of the first half.
| thought he had some great dribble pull-ups
there in the second half. Then the 3 to start off
the overtime period was big."

— Timothy R. Wolfrum

est lead of

The Tygers held their bi
of the first

the game, 14-11, at the e

quarter.

“Obviously, they’re not the same bas-
ketball team without him,” Collins said
of Hammer. “He’s a quality point
He’s such a heady basketball player
and handles the show so well. We should
have been able to take advantage of the
situation when he was out, but we
weren't.”

The Little Giants hung around, thanks
to some cold shooting by Mansfield. The
wt&ne ers hit only 2 of 12 shots (16.7 percent)

second quarter and 8 of 29 (27.6 per-
cent) in the first half.

“We've struggled with that a lot this
season,” Collins said. “We’re not a jug-
gernaut. They play very sound defense,
and they don’t give you second shots. We
reallyt.houghtthewamthatgotmepomts

and I thought
they did that.”

Said Gedeon, “Our defensive scheme
waston'yandkeeptlkmasfarawayfran
the basket as possible. They have great
ability to get the ball to the basket. ...
There weren’t too many times they got to
the rim, at least not as many as tradition-
ally they have done. We wanted to force
them to take that mid-range jumper as of-
ten as possible.”




Basketbail
High School Boys
Ross 52, Mansfield Sr. 49 (OT)

Division | sectional at Willard
MANSFIELD — hua 5-1-13,

'ROSS — Terrence Jones 1-2-4, TJ.
Hammer 2-1-7, Alfonzo Vann 7-1-15, Bo
Martin 0-0-0, Bryan Root 4-2-10,

Price 6-0-14, Lee Root 0-2-2,
mo-oo. ulul.ybmm

mu § 14 13 3-8
Ross 1112 16 7 6—52

Graves 0-1), Ross 4-11 (Jones 0-8
Hammer 2-4, Vann 0-1, Price 2-2,
'MM).
Tumovers: Mansfield 12, Ross 17. Re-
bow%wsoma).ma
Records: Mansfield 19-2, Ross 16-6.




