Parker eyeing top spot

By KEVIN YANIK
Sports Writer

Fremont Ross senior Eliot
Parker went the last several
months without swinging a
racquet.

He isn’t worried, though, as
his final tennis season begins.

“I'm usually an all-season
player, but this year I took ba-
sically all of the summer and
winter off,” Parker said. “I just
started pla; a couple of
weeks before the season. I've
matured a lot, I've gotten a lot
stronger and my strokes are
right there.”

Parker proved that this
week, when he beat senior
teammate Jordan Will in a
couple of challenge matches to
determine who plays No. 1 sin-
gles. Parker owned that spot
the past two seasons, and it’s
likely his again this year.

Still, a tora;ingles spot with
the Little Giants isn’t an auto-
matic bid to a state title. Last
season, Parker was knocked
out of the state tournament at
districts.

“I'm usually just a few

away,” he said. “We def-
initely have the toughest dis-
trict in the state, and they only
take two people.”

The Greater Buckeye Con-
ference won’t be much easier.
Lisa Wolfe, who's taken over
for Rick LaFountain as Ross
boys coach, expects Findlay,
once agalil;g to bebecmwgh 4

“It’s going to be t: ,” she
said. “I do a traveling team in
the summer with the and
girls teams from the [Fremont
Recreation] Department, and
Findlay is one of the teams
that travels around. They’'ll
definitely be a competitor.”
NWlll, mwgllm wlgr::dleast play

0. 2 singles, a; i

“Findlay’s probably going to
be the toughest team we've got
to play,” he said.

Besides Will, the Little Gi-
ants have nine players who
could easily play varsity, Wolfe
said. Mike Hollis and Cameron
Mooney are vying for the No. 3
ﬂles spot, as Bryce Huffman

Cody Zoller will play dou-
bles.

“I want as many kids to play
varsity as possible,” said
Wolfe, who coached the Ross

NM file photo

FREMONT ROSS' ELIOT PARKER hits the ball as he plays against Bowling Green last year.

girls team to a 99-31 record
over seven seasons until 2003.
“You'll ly see a different
lineup in second doubles posi-
tion to give kids a chance to
play varsity.”

At St. Joseph Central
Catholic, junior Eric Barbour
returns as coach Scott Knise-
ly’s No. 1 singles player. Sopho-
more Chris Wobser, who played
at No. 2 singles last season,
joins Barbour and about eight

er newcomers.

“I enjoy coaching the team,”
Knisely said. “We get a bunch
of kids who have never played
tennis before. I tell them if
they don’t know how to play,
I'll teach you. Today, I was
playing with three kids who

g:}rer even gripped a racquet

ore.
Oak Harbor also has glenty
of newcomers, but Bobby Lo-
chotzki is back to handle No. 1
les. Dereck Witt takes No.
2 singles, and Clifford Goetz
and Alt\:g'd Biggert are also
guaran! spots somewhere.
“We have 23 kids on the ros-
ter and 12 are freshmen,” said
LaFountain, who's in his first
season coaching the Rockets.
“Other than the youngsters, we
men who

have some upperclass
may be able to step right into
the lineup and win some im-
portant matches for us.”

Clyde won a few big match-
es last season, and it most
of last year’s team intact. The

Fliers lost only one player, and
coach Jeff MacFarland ex-
cts his team to continue its

ment.

“I'm really looking forward
to the season,” said MacFar-
land, whose Fliers jumped
from 3-10 to 8-5 from 2005 to ‘06.
“I'm hoping our experience
pays off with some victories
this year.”

Bellevue coach Shana Yc
lost some of her most -
enced players to graduation,
but she expects Jon Stout and
Matt Allen to step up in singles
play. Her team went 9-9 overall
a season ago.

Yanik at

tt.com

E-mail Kevin

b ik@fr
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HIGH SCHOOL TENNIS ROUNDUP

Ross’ Wolfe gets win 100

News-Messenger reports

Ross coach Lisa Wolfe got her 100th
career win as the Little Giants beat Tif-
fin Columbian 3-2.

It was the Ross singles players that
carried the day, as Eliot Parker, Jordan
Will and Cameron Mooney each won.
Parker, at first singles, beat Eli Razavi
in straight sets, 6-1, 6-4; Will beat Aaron
Banks 7-6 (7-3), 6-1 andMooney beat
Amol Amin 6-1, 74 (86).

'l‘heﬁrstdwblesteamofMikeHoms
and Bryce Huffman lost 6-1, 6-1 to Mike
Runion and Uwe Wernekinck, while
Cody Zoller and Eric Hottinger lost to

Dusty Krupp and Craig Gibson, 64, 64.

The Ross JV team was also victori-
ous, 52, Mitch Langley and Ricky
Ramirez, Jason Rexroth and Josh Bold-
ner, Nick Krock and Jacob Garlock, and
MattHexsheyandl\dikeSmithwu'evlc-

‘The Little Giants are next in action
Thursday at Bowling Green.
Rossford-0ak Harbor ‘

The Rockets managed just one winin
the season opener, falling 4-1 in a non-
conference matchup with Rossford.

Andy Biggert and Brandon Wasser-
man beat Tyler Apt and Andrew Boh-
land at first doubles, 3-6, 6-3, 64.



News-Messenger reports

The St. Joseph Central Catholic ten-
nis team notched its first win of the
year, beating Clyde 3-2 on Tuesday.

“I thought it was a very important
match for us,” said Streaks coach Scott
Knisely. “I didn’t want to start the sea-
son 0-3.”

The Crimson Streaks (1-2) won each
singles match. Eric Barbour got his
first victory of the year, beating Derek
Foreman 3-6, 64, 6-1. Chris Wobser beat
James Wott 5-7, 6-3, 6-2, and Matt Bar-

- bour beat Danny Michaels 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

“They all lost their first set and came
back and played their butts off to win
the next two,” Knisely said.

~ The Fliers doubles team of Matt
Cammarn and Ben Stickney beat Andy
Golamb and Derek Dickman 6-3, 6-1,
and John Hill and Lucas Cooley won 6-2,

6-2 over Mike Sanchez Jordan
Frank.
Ross-Lima Senior

The Little Giants continued their win-

ning ways, sweeping Lima Senior 50 in
Ross’s Greater Buckeye Conference

opener.
Jordan Will and Cameron Mooney

won in straigh sets, as did the doubles

team of Bryce Huffman and Mitch Lan-

Eliot Parker beat Teddy Stepleton 6-7
(5), 64, 6-1. While the first les team
of Mike Hollis and Cody Zoller beaet Ko-
rey Sarven and Trent Sampson, 4-6, 6-2,
6-1

'i‘he Little Giants are 3-0 overall,
Oak Harbor-Lake

The Rockets got a non-conference
win, sweeping Lake 5-0 on the road.

Dereck Litt and Cliff Goetz won with-
out losing a game, 6-0, 6-0. Bobby Lo-
chotzki beat Brian Caftleman 6-0, 6-3.

The doubles teams of Andy Biggert
and Brandon Wasserman, and
Linken and Cody Adams also triumphed
in straight sets.

Oak Harbor (2-1) will take on SJCC
on Thursday.



B1

Thursday, April 12, 2007

stT

1. Eliot Parker (F) def. Travis Steine-
mann, 7-5, 5-7, 6-1

2. Jordan Will (F) def. Mike Cundiff, 6-

3. Cameron Mooney (F) def. Nathan
Singler, 6-3, 6-1

1. Aaron HixsonEric Hille def. Mike Hol-
lisCody Zoller (F) 4-6, 3-6

Records: Ross 4-0 overall (2-0 GBA)

JV Score: Fremont 5, Sandusky 0

JV Winners: Ricky Ramirez, Mike
Smith, Jason Rexroth, Nick Krock, Matt

Hershey, Josh Bordner

2. Nick CundiffKevin Montgomery def.

Bryce HuffmanMitch Langley (F) 1-6, 6-4,

57

The News-Messenger, Fremont, Ohio

Tennis
High School Boys
Fremont Ross 3, Sandusky 2
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Tennis

Ross Doubles Invitational | The Little Gi-
antsﬁnishedfmnﬂnintheirhomemeet

The invrtgtional was won by Port
Clinton, which scored 110 points.

Mike Hollis and Cody Zoller finished
second, while Eliot Parker and Jordan
Will finished fifth. Each went 2-1 on the

Kandeachendeduploshgtoamd

Cameron Mooney and Bryce Huffman

finished in fourth place, while Mitch

ey and Ricky Ramirez finished
sixth. Each went 1-2,



HIGH SCHOOL TENNIS

Little Giants recover

FREMONT ROSS' ELIOT PARKER swings for the hit during a match against St. Joe's Eric Barbour

Streak’s Barbour stays competitive, loses to Parker in straight sets

By VINCE GUERRIERI
Sports Editor
There were no victories to be
had on the court for the St.
n:gh Central Catholic boys
team Monday against
Fremont Ross.
But for Eric Barbour, there
was, at least, a moral victory.
Last year, Barbour couldn’t
win a game against the Little
Giants’ Eliot Parker. This time,
he lost in straight sets again,
but made it competitive, 64, 6-2.
“I played better, but I don’t
thmk I played to my full poten-
Barbour, a junior.
Parker a senior, saw room for
improvement in his own game.
“I missed so many shots,” he

said.

The Little Giants were com-
ing off their first loss of the sea-
son, a 50 ing Friday at the
hands of their Greater Buckeye
Conference rival. Parker was

especially bitter, having lost in
straight sets to Kyle Collette but
forcing a tiebreaker in the sec-
ond set, 6-2, 7-6 (7-3).

“It motivated me a lot,” Park-
er said.

Second-year Crimson Streaks
coach Scott Knisely was pleased
with Barbour’s performance,
noting that his backhand was
better and that he hit his cor-
ners.

“He’s improving,” Knisely
said

Barbour played for the Fre-
mont United States Tennis As-
sociation team over the summer
— under the watchful eye of
Lisa Wolfe.

Wolfe said she knows a lot of
the Crimson Streaks (2-6) from
the summer, and was a little
torn when they plx;ﬂed the Ross
boys — the team she currently
coaches. Wolfe had previously
coached the girls team, but this

is her first year at the helm for
the bo

V.

“I’'m just hoping everyone has
areally good match,” Wolfe said
diplomatically.

At the very least, everyone
had a really blustery match. Al-
though the sun was out and it
was a temperate day, the wind
continued to blow.

“You've tgot to learn to play in
all kinds of conditions,” Knisely

Wolfe saw it as another ad-
vantage for the Little Giants (5-
1).

“My kids probably have the
advantage of practicing out here
every day,” she said.

Both Ross doubles teams lost
a total of two games, both by the
second doubles team of Bryce
Hoffman and Eric Hottinger,
who beat Jordan Rodriguez and
Andy Golamb, 6-1, 6-1. The first
doubles team of Mike Hollis and

Cody Zoller didn’t lose a game
in bating Anton Kabisch and
Derek Dickman 6-0, 6-0.
Cameron Mooney dropped
just one game in beating Matt
Barbour, 6-1, 6-1, at third sin-
gles, while Jordan Will beat
Chris Wobser 6-2, 64, at second

"
“Ross was just the better
team today,” Knisely said. “We
were competitive in most
matches. We hung in there.”

But Knisely does see dpos
tive. While Ross will a
many of their netters,
son Streaks will return most oi
theirs — another year wiser and
more experienced, and in the
case of Barbour, maybe with a
few extra pounds of muscle.

“I've got a lot of young kids,”

isely said.

E-mail Vince Guerrieri at
vguerrie@jfremont.gannett.com




Tennis

%gl‘l. ‘S“cﬂl:.rool Boy;s

1. Nick Laskeris (H) def. Eliot Parker, 6-
3,5-7,64

2. Jordan Will (R) def. Tony Williams, 6-
0, 6-0

3. Cameron Mooney (R) def. Matt Bern-
hard 6-1, 7-6 (7-4)

Doubles

1. Mike Hollis/Cody Zoller (R) def.
Joseph Zucker/Jason Jerew, 2-6, 7-5, 6-
3

2. Bryce Huffman/Mitch Langley (R)
def. Danny Drew/Frank Lo, 6-3, 6-3

Ross: 6-1 (3-1 GBC)

JV: Ross 5, Harding 2

Ross JV winners: Eric Hottinger, Joe
Pena, Matt Hershey, Ricky Ramirez, Ja-
son rexroth, Mike Smith, Josh Bordner

Ross: 6-1 (3-1)




TENNIS

Ross tops Clyde

Eliot Parker (No. 1), Jordan Will
(No. 2) and Cameron Mooney (No. 3)
each won their singles matches in
straight sets as Fremont Ross defeated
Clyde 3-2.

Josh Bender and James Wott (No. 1),
and Ben Stickney and Derek Foreman
won their doubles matches for the
Fliers (24). Stickney and Foreman re-
bounded to beat Bryce Huffman and Er-
ic Hottinger 2-6, 6-3, 6-0.



TENNIS

Ross 3, Napoleon 2
The Little Giants swept singles match-
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Little Giants second at Port Clinton doubles tournament

By KEVIN YANIK
Sports Writer

w2
“| knew they were going to make @  matches,
el g g\ Wil mistake at some point”
Mooney faced a five-point — Ross tennis player Jordan Will

played together all year.”  Mary
Slick conditions caught Joe " Miller and Austin behind Mitch Langley
u&witthllmdMooneym Opfer, who gave up their and Eric Hottinger, who

gyl g b ARl el o g B

y 1 .John’s er. . J ——

Katragadda and Joe Don-  In their final match, Catholic’s Gil Byers and  E-mail Kevin Yanik at A e
aldson. Parker and Huffman Jon Kosik. kyanik@fremont.gan- THE SJCC DOUBLES team of Eric Barbour and Chris Wobser

Still, they won two of played St. John Jesuit'sDe-  “It was really important nett.com compete against St. Johns on Friday at Port Clinton High School.






TERNIS
Oregon Clay 4, Fromont Ross 1
The Little Giants lost a non-confer-

ence mldlupagam Oregon Clay &1

The lone winners for Fremont Ross
were Lhe second doubles team of Bryoee
Huffman and Ere Hottinger, which won
i straight sets, 64, 64

Jorﬂ.an Will eanbedl.hennly sungles
victory Wednesday for Fremont Ross i
8 41 boss to 5L Francis

Will, a second singles plaver, rallied

o beat s opponent n three sets 446,
75, 63 — as Eliot Pnrkzrandﬂmwm
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