1983-1984 Season Review

ROSS'S BASKETBALL team for 1983-84 includes,

JOHN SAWYER

row, from left to right: Dave Kovaleski, Mark Miesle,
front row, from left to right; Chris Simmons, Jim Shawn McCarthy, Greg Bender, Dan Brudzinski, Jeff
Hufford, Karl Bury, Ryan Smith and Thad Lee. Back Nossaman and Chuck Mamula.

‘Rusty’ Ross opens Friday night

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Dogpatch, U.S.A., would look pretty
nice to John Sawyer.

In Al Capp’s friendly hillbilly setting,
Sawyer, the Ross High School varsity
basketball head coach, would have his
“‘druthers.” He'd ‘‘druther” have the
basketball season for Ross open a little
later, but Fremont is not Dogpatch and
the Little Giants will open at Sandusky
Perkins Friday evening.

“We are a bit rusty right now,” Sa-
wyer admitted. ‘“We are about 50 per
cent of what we should be.”

Sawyer’s program had to take a back
seat because of Ross’s success on the
football this season and one team’s suc-
cess has hurt another team.

““‘We are behind,” Sawyer pointed out,
‘“especially the football players; they
are not in-basketball condition yet. The
kids are are a step behind right now.”

To complicate matters, Sawyer said
that point guard Jim Hufford may be
forced to sit out the first two games this
weekend. Port Clinton will follow the
opener on Saturday and Hufford is ques-
tionable while he nurses a *‘turf toe’’ suf-
fered in the football playoff game at

Dayton.

“With him in the lineup,” the Ross
coach explained, “‘the offense is more
stable; we seem to run the offense
slower and run it better. But I may hold
him out so that he will be ready for Mar-
ion (the Buckeye Conference opener on
Dec.9).”

While Hufford is counted on by Sawyer
to be the team leader this season, the
Ross coach has a very tall assortment of
players from which to form a lineup.

Besides Hufford, the key returnee for
Ross is junior Greg Bender, an All-Buck-
eye Conference performer as a sopho-
more. The 6-4 Bender will start at a wing
but can move down to the low post. The
other wing for Friday will be 6-4 senior
Dan Brudzinski while 6-2 junior Chris
Simmons and 6-8 sophomore Shawn Mc-
Carthy will be in the low post positions.

Should Hufford be ruled out this week-
end, junior Mark Miesle, 6-3, will step in.

Hufford, Bender, Simmons, Misele
and Brudzinski are returning lettermen.

Also figuring in at the point will be se-
nior Ryan Smith with Jeff Nossman the
replacement at the wings. Bender and
Chuck Mamula, 6-2 junior, can be used
at the posts.

Point men Thad Lee and Karl Bury,
both 5-8 juniors, along with 6-3 sopho-
more Dave Kovaleski are on the varsity
roster but will see most of their duty on
the junior varsity level at the begining of
the season.

Sawyer pointed out that Hufford and
Miesle could be used at the wing when
Smith steps in at point guard.

“I may have to run more guys in and
out more than usual the first part of the
season,”’ Sawyer explained, ‘“until we
get sharp. That will be good because it
will give all the kids a chance to play.”

Continuing, Sawyer pointed out, “We
are going to have to work hard in prac-
tice and try not to get frustrated with our
defense and ball handling.

“Right now, though, we are shooting
the ball well and that is a pleasant sur-
prise but after Tuesday’'s scrimmage
against Fostoria, the kids pretty much
realize that they have a lot of work to
do.”

About Perkins, the Ross coach said,
“They are supposed to have their best
team in the last 10 years. Right now they
are playing like I hope we can by the
middle of January.”



Perkins falls in overtime 58-54

Bender’s 30 paces Ross
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SANDUSKY—Ross came out pretty
well for playing half a ball game.

“Yeah,” Coach John Sawyer grinned,
“we had some mental mistakes in the
first half, we ran our offense too fast, we
were totally out of our game plan but we
were still in the i

That was the factor that pulled the
Little Giants to a 58-54 overtime win over
previously unbeaten (2-0) Perkins in a
rough and tumble contest in the Pirates’
cove.

Greg Bender, a 64 junior, tossed in 30
rotnu including five in the overtime, to

lead Ross to its season opening vlctol;‘y.

“I feel like I have been snakebit,” Per-
kins Coach John Schlessman said. *‘This
is the fifth game I have had against
Buckeye Conference schools and I have
not won any. We have lost four to San-
dusky—the last two in overtime—and
now this one.”

Bender, hitting his career high for the
Little Giants, canned eight of 22 in 2 me-
diocre shooting night but sank 14 of 17
free throws, four of four in the extra ses-
sion. Mark Miesle, Bender’s classmate,
hit three off four free throws in the over-
time, icing the contest with a pair 12 sec-
onds from the end.

““We were not planning to go to Bender
that much,” Sawyer pointed out, “‘but he
mﬁde things happen when he got the
ball.”

“ants margin bac!

The biggest Bender happening was in
the ove e when he stole a pass, raced

uarters of the floor and jammed
the ball to give Ross a 52-50 lead with
1:10 to play.

“That ‘stuff’ seemed to spur us on,”

Sawyer pointed out.
. After the jam by Bender, Misele hit
one of two charity tosses but Perkins’
Tony Green connected on a pair of free
throws to cut the Little Giants’ lead to 53-
52 with 47 seconds left.

Bender followed with a pair of free
tosses for a 55-54 lead but Green hit from
the top of the key to trim the Little Gi-
to one before Miesle
hit the clinching shots.

Between both Bender’s and Miesle's
free throws, Sawyer called timeout.

“With the personnel I had in there,”
the Ross coach explained, “‘they were
disorganized and I had to get the defense
set up. I had confidence in Bender and
Miesle that they would make the shots.”

The bl%gesl lead of the game was sup-
Rlled by Perkins, 20-12, as Mark Speer's

ot early shooting wilted the Ross zone.
At the half, the Pirates held a 27-22 lead.

Two and one-half minutes into the sec-
ond half, the Little Giants took their first
lead, 28-27 on Dan Brudzinski’'s shot
from the left of the circle. Speer’s wiped
that out with a pair of buckets but Ross
regained the lead on Shawn McCarthy’s
tip and baskets by Bender and
Brudzinski for a 34-33 advantage.

Redskins rip

St. Jaoe 70-52

y TOM HOEPF
PORT CLINTON — There’s no place like

ome.

That’s what the Redskins are saying and what
Fremont St. Joe is looking forward to after Port
Clinton blitzed the Crimson Streaks 70-52 in their
Sandusky Bay Conference opener Friday.

Port Clinton l.l)lays its second home game Sat-

urday against Fremont Ross, while St. Joe hosts
Arlhlfton.
Utilizing a full-court press, the Redskins bolted
to a 7-0 lead before the turnover-plagued Streaks
took their first shot. Denny FurlonsI it a jumper
from the foul line to put St. Joe on the board with
6:30 left in the first quarter, but the Redskins out-
scored them 13-2 over the next 4'2 minutes to
take a 204 lead.

St. Joe committed 12 turnovers the first quar-
ter and took only six shots.

“We were out of it from the beginning,” said
St. Joe coach Biz Paeth. “‘We couldn’t even catch
the ball. We threw the ball where people weren't.
It was like we were sleepwalking out there.

“It was a matter of them having a better floor
game,” he said.

St. Joe committed 31 turnovers to Port Clin-
ton’s 20.

““Our scouts told us that pressure would give
them trouble and it did,” said Port Clinton coach
Tom Bodager, who could not recall one of his
teams jumping to such a big lead in several
years. What pleased him most was the fact they
maintained it when he substituted heavily the re-
mainder of the game.

“I'm trying to develop some bench strength
and the kids have been working hard in practice.
They deserve to play,” he said.

Every Redskin played and all but two of them

scored.

Paul Colston led the way with 20 points. Duane
Norman tossed in 14 and Randi Lorensen added
10. Howard Walters had eight points for the sec-
ond game in a row.

Eric Kuns was the lone bright spot for the
Streaks. The 6-2 senior hit 8 of 13 field goal at-
temipts and scored a game-high 22 points.
Furlong added 10.

Port Clinton outrebounded the Streaks 34-29
with Doug Gels and Paul Colston grabbing six
aplece. Joe Meyers had five for St. Joe.

The Redskins shot 45 percent from the field,
hitting 27 of 62 attempts. They were 16 of 29 from
the free throw line for 55 percent. St. Joe made 21
of 48 field goal attempts for 44 percent. The
Streaks were 10 of 15 at the line. .

Bodager said the Redskins played intently
after a tough loss Tuesday to Oak Harbor.

“‘Our fastbreak came out of hiding. Of course
the key to that was getting the rebounds.

“Doug Gels hit the boards, Duane Norman
tloayed his steady game at point guard and Randi

rensen had a fine game,” said Bodager. ““It
was a fun game)'

The R ins are 2-1 going into Saturday’s
home game against Ross, their first game
against another Class AAA team. St. Joe is 1-1.

MARK MIESLE, left, of Ross reaches
in while trying to steal the ball from a

The Little Giants built up a 40-35 lead
early in the final period but fell behind
45-44 when Mark Stair hit from long
range with 2:45 to play in the game.

Bender got Ross back in the lead but
one of two charity tosses by Speer dead-
locked the game at 46-46 with 1:18 re-
maining. Bender hit two more free
throws at the 1:14 mark but Green's
bucket at the 52-seconds mark tied it at

48-48.

Perkins had a chance to win in regula-
tion but Larry Roman’s 22-footer was off
the mark at the buzzer.

Gary Castle gave Perkins a 50-48 over-
time lead but Bender matched that with
two free throws before his steal and
stuff.

Up 57-54, Ross’s Jeff Nossaman wiped
out any Perkins’'s prayers with a pass
theft at midcourt before hitting one of
two free throws with four seconds to

play.

Ross:hit 18 of 53 from the field and 22 of
27 at the foul line. Bender was 14 of 17 at
the charity stripe. Perkins was 20 of 52
and 14 of 22 at the stripe. The Little Gi-
ants had 45 rebounds to Perkins' 29 as
Bender grabbed 11, McCarthy 10 and
Chris Simmons nine.

Ross had 22 turnovers and Perkins 13.

The Little Giants played without regu-
lar point guard Jim Hufford who is nurs-
ing a ‘‘turf” toe suffered in the state
football playoffs. Hufford will also sit out
tonight’s contest at Port Clinton.

Perkins player. A little later, Miesle
was whistled for a foul.

Rogers among Saints
in grand jury probe

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — George
Rogers and six of his New Orleans
Saints teammates told a federal
grand jury on Friday what they know
about a narcotics investigation, but
U.S. Attorney John Volz said there is
nothing to indicate any wrongdoing by
any of the National Football League
players.

Subpoenaed with Rogers to appear
on Friday were fullback Wayne
Wilson; defensive ends Frank Warren
and Reggie Lewis; wide reciever
Lindsay Scott, a first-round draft

make that sort of comment,” he said
after the grand jury session. “I feel
like in view-of the speculation about
the conduct of professional athletes,
it’s only fair to say that.

I might also say there is absolutely
no connection between this instance
and what happened last year."”

Last year, Volz prosecuted former
Saints running back Mike Strachan,
who pleaded guilty to charges of
selling cocaine and conspiring to sell
cocaine. Strachan is serving a 3-year

at Air Force Base,

choice two years ago, and
backs Russell Gary and Rodney

Lewis.

Citing rules of secrecy surrounding
grand jury proceedings, Volz said he
could provide no details of what
Friday’s testimony involved or what

to prove.

He did say there was nothing on
which to prosecute any of the Saints
under either federal or state law.

“‘Perhaps it's somewhat unusual to

Ala.

Rogers and Warren were among
those listed as potential witnesses
who would have been called to testify
about cocaine purchases from
Strachan, had the case gone to trial.
During the Strachan case, Rogers
checked into a drug rehabilitation
clinic and alter admitted he had used
cocaine ‘‘recreationally.” He said last
year that he had sworn off drugs.

GREG BENDER drives around a Per-
kins's defender during third quarter

DAN BRUDZINSKI gets off a jump shot
in the third period. The shot went

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)
action Friday at Perkins High School.

through for one of two buckets in the
quarter for the Ross senior.



Ross 58
Perkins 54 (OT)

Ross 10 1216 10 10—s8

Perkins 1215 714 654
Sco

ring
ROSS: Greg Bender 8-14-30,
- Dan Brudzinski 3-0-6, Chris
Simmons 0-0-0, Shawn McCar-
thy 2-0-4, Mark Miesle 4-1-3,
Jeff Nossaman 1-3-5, totals 18-

upm'nxmsﬁ Markls 3 !l(!-s-

oman 1-1-3, en

fom:, Mark Stair 4-0-8,

Tony Green 6-2-14, Gary Castle
, totals 20-14-54.

- Season records: Ross 1-0,
Perkins 2-1.

JV game
Ross 44

Perkins 43 (OT)

Score by gunrters
Ross 15810 9 2—-4
Perkins 11 8 13 10 143
Scoring
ROSS: Karl Bury 3-0-6, Thad
Lee 2-0-4, Chuck Mamula 1-0-2,
Gregg Gallagher 1-02, Dan
Gangwer 1-0-2, Pat Hetricks 1-
0-2, Stacy Johnson 5-0-10, Dave
Koval 3-2-8, Bob Stout 3-0-6,
Scott Weber 1-0-2, totals 21-2-44.
PERKINS: Rick Roll 1-1-3,
Dave Darr 1-2-4, Mark Fry 3-5-
- 11, Beaver Davis 0-1-1, S.
Baumgardner 1-0-2, Bryan
Skelton 6-8-20, totals 12-19-43.
Season records: Ross 1-0,
Perkins 1-2.



MARK MIESLE of Ross gets off a pass
toward Chris Simmons (45) during
first half action Saturday at Port Clin-

PC on top

(News-Herald Photo)
ton. The ball was batted away by a
Port Clinton defender.

Bender tosses in 37
but Ross loses by 4

PORT CLINTON—Greg Bender
had the hot hand but Port Clinton had
the balance as the Redskins handed
the Little Giants a 63-59 setback in
high school basketball Saturday.

Bender, who scored 30 points Fri-
day night in Ross’s 58-54 overtime win
over Perkins, pumped in 37 against
Port Clinton. Nineteen of the 6-4 Ross
junior’s points came in the final eight
minutes. He was 17 of 21 from the
field.

“It was the best individual effort I
have seen in a long time,"” Ross Coach
John Sawyer said. “In that fourth
quarter, he just took charge. I think
he showed how good he really can

be.

But while Bender was blitzing the
Redskins, Port Clinton was forcing
Ross into numerous turnovers with its
press and tight defense.

“We had trouble with the press,”
Sawyer admitted.‘We wanted to get
the ball inside to Bender and
McCarthy (Shawn) but we did not do
it. We thought we could get them into
foul trouble inside.”

Instead of that, Port Clinton canned
17 of 26 free throws, 12 of 15 in the final
period while the Little Giants made
five of six.

“We went into a little delay in the
last period,” Port Clinton boss Tom
Bodager pointed out. ‘‘We wanted to
force them to foul us and we were able
to make our shots when they did.”

“Port Clinton did a nice job,”
Sawyer admitted, “‘their inside people
scored and if we gave their guards
dnylpn. they scored.”

P.J. Colston tossed in 16 to pace the
Redskins while teammates Duane
Norman had 12, Randi Lorensen 11
and Howard Walters 10.

The Redskins got eight points and
six rebounds from Doug Gels who did
not play in the first half.

Port Clinton held a 22-16 lead after
one period and was up 31-28 at the
intermission. Heading into the final
eight minutes, the Redskins had a 41-
36 edge.

Ross took the lead briefly in the
third period when Chris Simmons
pulled down an offensive rebound and
tossed in a turn-around jumper from
the baseline to put the Little Giants
ahead 34-33.

Walters sank back-to-back shots on
assists from Colston and Gels popped
through an 8-foot jumper for a 39-34
lead and the Redskins never trailed
again, Colston tossed through a pair
of free throws with 4:25 remaining in
the final period to give PC its biggest
lead of the night, 55-44.

Bender brought the Little Giants
within three on a 16-foot jumper with
just over a minute to play.

“I told the kids before the game I
thought it was going to be close and
that it was going to be a tough,
physical ball game,” Port Clinton
Coach Tom Bodager said. “In all
fairness to Ross, ‘they haven’t had
that much time to practice together
as a team and they came off a tough

overtime win against Perkins Friday

night.” — B(?B MARKER

Port Clinton 63

Ross 59

Score by ?uarteu

Ross 6 12 8 23—59

Port Clinton 22 9 10 22—64
Scoring

ROSS: Greg Bender 17-3-37,
Chris Simmons 1-2-4, Shawn
McCarthy 2-0-4, Mark Miesle 1-
0-2, Dan Brudzinski 3-0-6, totals
27-5-59.

PORT CLINTON: P.J.
Colston 4-8-16, Eric Freimark
1-4-6, Howard Walters 5-0-10,
Randi Lorensen 4-3-11, Doug
Gels 4-0-8, totals 23-17-63.

Season records: Port Clinton
3-1, Ross 1-1.

JV game

Ross 38

Port Clinton 31

Score by quarters
Ross 7 213 1638
Port Clinton 811 4 8-31
Scoring

ROSS: Dave Kovaleski 4-1-9,
Karl Bury 5-1-11, Lee 0-1-1,
Chuck Mamula 1-1-3, Stacy
Johnson 3-0-6, Hetrick 2-0-4,
Gallagher 1-0-2, Gangwer 1-0-2,
totals 17-4-38.

PORT CLINTON: Dave
Monk 6-4-16, Tim Wight 1-1-3,
Dave Franck 1-1-3, Troy
Johnson 2-5-9, totals10-11-31.

Season record: Ross 2-0.



Marion spoils
Ross’s opening
BC contest

MARION—Ross opened the Buckeye Confer-
ence basketball season on a sour note Friday, los-
ing to a methodical Marion Harding team 50-41.

It was the second straight loss for the Little Gi-
ants after opening with a win eight days ago.

Harding, paced by Rod Collins and Dave
Sprague, never trailed in the contest, taking an 8-4
lead after one period and stretching that lead to
17-12 by the half.

Harding began with a press that bothered the
Little Giants.

“Yeah, it (press) bothered us,”” Ross Coach
John Sawyer admitted, ‘it took us out of our
offensive plan. We had Bender (Greg, who entered
the game with a 33.5 scoring average) inside but
we could not get him the ball.”

Harding dominted the boards in both halves of
the contest, finishing with a 32-19 advantage and
took advantage of 27 opportunites at the foul line,
sinking 16. Ross had a five of eight performance
from the charity stripe.

“We have 21 fouls called on us and 10 on them,”
Sawyer mused.

Ross mounted a charge midway through the
final quarter before chasing Marion back into its
deliberate style. With 3:44 to play, Ross trailed by
a 38-34 count. That was as close as it could get, as
Sprague led a procession to the foul line to hold off
the Little Giants.

Bender, a 6-4 junior, took only three shots in the
first half, scoring four points. In the second half,
Bender scored 16, 12 in the final eight minutes.

“That was when we were pressing,”’ Sawyer
pointed out. ‘‘We were not in our offense..we were
just getting the ball to him.

Mark Miesle was the only other Little Giant in
double figures, canning a dozen.

“Really, there is not much else I can say about
| <

Harding hit 17 of 36 shots and 16 of 27 at the line
while Ross was 18 of 42 from the field. Dan
Brudzinski was the leading rebounder for Ross,
hauling in seven.

In the junior varsity game, Ross won its third
without a loss, dropping Harding 44-26.

Stacy Johnson tossed in 11 points and Pat
Hetrick added 10 for the Little Giants JVs.



Varsity game
Marion 50

Ross 41

Score by quarters
Ross 48 82141
Marign 891617
Scoring
ROSS: Greg Bender 9-2-20,
Jim Hufford 2-2-6, Mark Miesle
6-0-12, Dan Brudzinski 0-0-0,
Chris Simmons 1-0-2, Shawn
McCarthy 0-1-1, totals 18-5-41.
MARION: Rod Collins 7-1-15,
Jerry Carter 0-2-2, Dave
Lehner 5-1-11, Fritz Wink 1-1-3,
Dave _S4prague 3-9-15, - Lester
Hill 1-2-4, totals 17-16-50.
Season records: Marion 2-1
(1-0), Ross 1-2 (0-1).

JV game
Ross 40
Marion 26

Score by quarters
Ross 16 8 10 6—40
Marion 105 2 9-26
Scoring

ROSS: Dave Kovaleski 1-0-2,
Karl Bury 1-0-2, Chuck
Mamula 3-0-6, Stacy Johnson 4-
3-11, Bob Stout 1-1-3, Pat
Hetrick 5-0-10, Greg Gallagher
1-0-2, Scott Webber 1-0-2, totals
18-4-40. g

MARION: Mario Castaneda
1-2-4, Skip Calbert 4-0-8, Alan
O’Niell 1-0-2, Tim Hord 2-0-4,
Matt Alexander 1-0-2, Charlie
Reece 2-1-5, Rich Gherman 0-1-
1, totals 11-4-26.

Season records: Ross 3-0,
Marion 0-3.



Little (big) Giants slay Rockets

GREG BENDER of Ross gets off a jump shot over an
Oak Harbor defender during the Tuesday game at
Oak Harbor High School

By BOB MARKER

r Sports Editor
OAK HARB“%: I'gove Christie

would have liked to have had a
ot.

“It was that giant that killed us,”
the diminutive Oak Harbor basketball
coach exclaimed after watching his
team fall to Fremont Ross 65-57 Tues-

day night.

Actually, Christie admitted later, it
was two Ross giants, 6-8 sophomore
Shawn McCarthy and 6-4 junior Greg
Bender, that eaused the Rockets to
fail in it attempts at repeating a vic-
tory pulled off by David many years

ago.

McCarthy, after scoring nine points
in his first three varsity games,
canned 22 against the Rockets and
Bender, who had entered the game
with a 29-point average, had 20.

“I told my kids before the game
that if we hold Bender to 20, Christie
explained, ‘‘that we would beat them
Well, we held Bender to 20 but no one
lgld me that 6-8 kid was going to do
that.”

The win leveled Ross’s record at 2-2
while Oak Harbor is now 4-2,

Both Bender and McCarthy hurt the
Rockets defensively, too, combining
for eight blocked shots between them.
Bender plagued Oak Harbor all-Ohio
candidate Don Christie from his point
spot in Ross’s 1-2-2 zone defense while
McCarthy and 6-2 Chris Simmons in-
timidated the Rockets on the inside.

“‘Bender hurt Donnie (Christie) out
front,” the elder Christie admitted.
‘“Their size intimidated us—my big
kids, not my little kids."

““This is the first good team effort
we have had this year,”” Ross Coach
John Sawyer smiled. ‘‘We played well
defensively and I felt we handled the
press well.

“We turned the ball over but not
against the press but rather when we
beat the press, we turned it over too
much in the transition into our of-
fense.”

Ross trailed only briefly in the con-
test: 2-0, 6-4 and 8-6. The Little Giants
took the lead 12-10, and stayed at least
even, for good on McCarthy's tipwith
two minutes remaining in the first pe-
riod. The Rockets rallied to tie it at 17-
17 on-Mike Thorbahn's bucket three
minutes into the second period but
that was the last time Oak Harbor
was even.

The Little Giants led 28-25 at the
half after leading by as many as six,
26-20.

Bender had 10 points in the first
eight minutes and 12 in the first half
while McCarthy had six first half
points.

In the third period, Oak Harbor

charged to within one at 30-29 on buck-
ets by Thorbahn and a pair of free
throws by Christie before Ross began
to gradually pull away.

It was 49-37 at the end of three peri-
ods and the Rockets were not able to
get any closer than six the remainder
of the contest.

McCarthy had eight points in both
the third and fourth quarters and Jim
Hufford, still recovering from a sore
toe, had eight second half points to fin-
ish with 10 for the game.

‘“‘Shawn played ball tongiht (Tues-
day),” Sawyer praised. ‘‘He showed
what he is capable of doing by work-
ing and practicing at it.”

hile McCarthy drew the Ross
coach's praise, he was just as pleased
with the efforts from the four players
he brought off the bench

‘““Those guys—Dan Brudzinski, Jeff
Nossaman, Thad Lee and Bubba
Smith—all helped at the right times,”
Sawyer said and then expounded on
Lee's assignment.

“Lee did a good job on Christie
when we went into a diamond and one
defense. Thad was on him and even
though Christie scored some, Thad
made him work hard for his points.”

That special Ross defense was put
into play when Coach Christie made a
change he said was made too late.

‘“The best move we made, 1 made
too late,” he second-guessed. ‘‘We put
Donnie down in the corner because
Bender was hurting us out front.”

Don Christie finished with 23 points
but he was only seven of 24 from the
field and had four shots blocked.
Manny Johnson, after getting a pair
of his shots “‘jammed’’ by McCarthy
and Bender in the first half, came off
the bench in the second half to scored
12 points, several on short jumpers
and four more on a pair of hook shots.
Johnson finished with 15 points.

‘Ross is a good team,” Coach
Christie said, “‘and if they play like
this, they will beat some people.™

The Oak Harbor coach stopped and
smiled before concluding, “I wish we
had gotten them earlier.”

The game had originally been
scheduled for Nov. 22 but was post-
poned because of Ross’s involvement
in the state football playoffs

Statistically, Ross hit 20 of 50 shots
and Oak Harbor 21 of 50. Ross won the
game at the line, hitting a sn/lmg 25
of 32 while Oak Harbor was 15 of
21.The Little Giants held a 44-28 edge
in rebounding with Simmons and
McCarthy getting 11 apiece.

In the junior varsity game, Stacy
Johnson hit one of two free throws
with two seconds remaining to give
Ross a 45-44 win

(N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)
Ross as he drives in for a layup during
second half action. Miesle scored on
the easy shot.

TWO POINTS! Oak Harbor defenders
Don Christie, foregrourd and Dave
Weirich (14) run past Mark Miesle of

roannfTveaAD |



High school

Varsity game
Ross 65

Oak Harbor 57
Score by quarters
Ross 5 13 21 16—65
Oak Harbor 10 15 12 2057
Scorin

g

ROSS: Greg Bender 6-8-20,
Jim Hufford 3-4-10, Shawn
McCarthy 8-6-22, Chris
Simmons 1-3-5, Mark Miesle 2-
2-6, Thad Lee 0-1-1, Dan
Brudzinski 0-1-1, Jeff
Nossaman 0-0-0, Ryan Smith 0-
0-0, totals 20-25-65.

OAK HARBOR: Don Christie
7-9-23, Manny Johnson 7-1-15,
Dave Weirich 2-2-6, Dan
Weirich 1-0-2, Dennis Schiets 2-
0-4, Bill Detzel 0-1-1, Mike
Thorbahn 2-0-4, Doug St. Clair
0-2-2, totals 21-15-57.

Season pecords: Ross 2-2,
Oak Harbor 4-2.

JV game
Ross 45

Oak Harbor 44

Score by ?uarters
Ross 112 8 14—45
Oak Harbor 818 12 8—44
Scoring

ROSS: Karl Bury 4-2-10,
Chuck Mamula 1-0-2, Gregg
Gallagher 1-0-2, pat Hetrick 3-
3-9, Stacy Johnson 4-4-12, Dave
Kovaleski 4-2-10, totals 17-11-45.

OAK HARBOR: Dave
Woolley 1-1-3, Scott Beck 2-1-5,
Phil Corbin 1-0-2, Neil Harder
5-0-10, Duane Weirich 7-10-24,
totals 16-12-44,

Season records: Ross 4-0,
Oak Harbor 2-4.



Phi Slamma Jamma starts new chapter at Ross

av BOB MARKER jumping ability and for one high school team to
News-Messenger Sports Editor have five kids who can jam the ball, that’s kind

Phi Slamma Jamma. rare.”

That’s Greek to many but not to the University
of Houston and Fremont Ross.

Fremont Ross?

o
Wilch, who in the 64 range, can stuff the ball
and he claims that is is not as easy to do as it ap-
eah...Ross. PORLE.
Akeem Abdul-Olajuwon is the catalyst of a “I show them the finer points of it,” he ex-
of Texas basketball players who made plained. ‘“You have to have the steps down right
that unofficial fraternity—Phi Slamma before you can jam it. You just don’t run down
Jamma—famous. The Houston grour jammed the floor and jam it through.”
basketballs down through basketball hoops at To qualify for Phi Slamma Jamma, players
such an alarming rate, that the name caught on. have to be able to dunk the ball in practice.
This fall, a charter for a new chapter was “McCarthy and Thad Lee,” Wilch pointed out,
drafted at Ross. “have the best vertical leap on the team...31
Brian Wilch, the junior varsity coach for the inches and that helps to dunk.
Ross Little Giants basketball team, started the Don’t look for Lee to join the Phi Slamma Jam-
Ross chapter of Phi Slamma Jamma, a select mas...he’s listed at 5-foot-8, but that is debatable.
group that has five members. “The ultimate test for the members of the
o idea of the chapter,” Wilch explained, group,”” Wilch said, “is to get one in a game.
“was just to be a test of jumping ability. Then it When you jam one in a game, it has to be a sure
was to sit aside an elite group of individuals.” thing and you have to know when to do it. It's
The Ross five has a special plaque hanging in  hard enough to get a clear layup in a game let
the high school gym above the southeast en- alone go up and dunkit.”
trance. Bender and McCarthy have the green light to
The elitist of the elite is Greg Bender. dunk Wilch said but added that he felt Hufford
“Bender is the president of the chapter,” and Brudzinski probably would not try it in a
Wilch, who has to be tagged the “Jamma ﬁame. The four are members of the varsity while
Daddy”’, said. ovaleski is on the junior varsity squad.
Why? “I told Kovaleski if we got a big lead in a re-
“‘Because he is the only one to durk a ballina serve game, we would let him take off early and
ame.”’ let him try it, but it's going to have to be a big
With Bender the leader, members of the Ross lead,” Wilch smiled.
chapter are seniors Dan Brudzinski and Jim Huf- Wilch discounted the slam as a cocky move, re-
ford, and sophomores Shawn McCarthy and versing back to it being a test of jumping ability
Dave Kovaleski. Bender is a 6-4 junior while Mc-  but added, “When a kid jams the ball in a game,
Carthy is the tallest at 6-8. Brudzinski is 6-4, Ko- it really gets the crowd and the team up.”
MEMBE : ! (N-Mphoto by Bill Kennedy) yaleski 6-3 and Hufford, 6-2, if you let the tape  The Ross Phi Slamma Jamma Chapter will
RS OF the Ross Phi Slamma Jamma Chap-  Jim Hutford and Greg Bender. To belong to the measure sag. have a chance to show its stuff this evening when
ter are, front row, left to right: Dan Brudzinski, fraternity, players must be able to dunk a basket- “Actually,” Wilch explained, “being in the Lorain Senior comes to town to help Ross open its
Shawn McCarthy and Dave Kovaleski; back row:  ballin practice. group proves that they have worked on their home season.




Lorain ruins Ross’s home opener 63-47

By BOB MARKER missed its first eight  “Shawn held his own
N-M Sports Editor  shots and had only four in their,” Sawyer said.
John Sawyer and Dale field goals in the first ~ Nossaman was seven
Reichert had a differ- half. Shawn McCarthy’s of 11 from the field,
ence of opinions. layup off an inbounds mostly from the 20-25
“I think their quick- glayl'( !under :ge L}}l.ﬁs r«;t Tange, He was the
» bucket gave the € only Little Giant in dou-
Sawyer, coach of ‘the Glants their first feld ble igures. Ryan Smith,
Ross High School bas- g’l’eﬂgst‘ :aﬁermar i pooter Heetre Bad
ketball team said. q . seven and McCarthy
«I think we intim- . ROSS'SGregBender, a ended up with six.
idated Ross with our 04 Jjunior averaging With 5:48 remaining
" more than 26 points per in the contest and Lo-
jc‘;':gmssa?“e‘gs' cfue,zz contest, was held rain up 52-32, Sawyer
2 4 scoreless in the first half conceded by sending in
terpart for Lorain po'giward Wright. The all his reserves.
senior, theorized. y Edward Wright -
Steelmen slipped into a “We figured that if we
Whichever coach was man-to-man defense o Bu! ot 5
right, and Reichert had when Ross got across el % gnore ianl t
a few too many midcourt with Wright foo"ro ch'e B0 i 10
(W)rights for Ross tobe picking up Bender. S0 o, l;urull c{gar 9"(vﬂwi
right, the Steelmen well was Wright hand- feon PG (e, HArs
humbled the Little Gi- cuffing Bender that it fon Savs siny " i toniaht
ants 63-47 in the Little was not until 1:15 re- .°F. alml:‘laﬁl ""“ ghd
Giants' season home mained in the third pe- 36 the other: Kida |
opener. Lorain climbed riod before the Little £v© te GUer, Xics @
t0 5-1 overall and 3-1 in  Giant hit his only field Shiq" und” sdded W
the Buckeye Conference goal of the game. o f“ ]a el ' hue
while Ross stumbled to Bender finished with “"’fml play catcl » g
23 in dropping to 0-2 in  four points. :gﬂ‘:al: g

SR RRG Cishes, The Little Giants tra- g, b
Edward Wright and jled 145, thanks to 35 i, capecially siere i
Wardell Wright, an foot jumper by Edward came on the heels of a
uncle and nephew act, Wright at the buzzer, s56.42 loss to crosstown
respectively, along with after the first eight min- rival Admiral King
Thyrin Wright, no rela- ytes It did not get any Tuesday.
tion, bullied the Little petter for the Little Gi- g . DAVE KOVALESKI (34) of Ross loses control of the
Glants offensively and ants in the final 24 min- B Tl:“s . lhe‘ fourth  pai)'as a result of pressure from two Lorain defend-
deé‘g‘;:’rﬂ{", rightoutdia Utes: Ross tralled 30.13 P af"&:‘g:ﬁ: ers, including Edward Wright (35).
his uncle with 21 points f,:e"':,,gaé', a,ﬁ‘,’ef,fﬂaﬂf played,” he explained, overplay us so much while Ross was 17 of 49.
but Uncle Wardell torg “but it is the first one that they force us out of Lorain outrebounded
helped the Steelmen " that we played halfway offense. They kept Ross 39-22 and survied
control the backboards , The only bright spots decent. Bender away from the 23 turnovers. Ross had
while scoring eight. for Ross was theplay of i‘We are very pleased boards,” the Ross coach 21 turnovers.
Thyrin Wright had only 68 sophomore McCar- yith the imp said, “‘and ively, In the junior varsity
two points but was a key thy and the 14 points yehadover Tuesday.” we were checking the game, Ross lost 48-38,
element in the Steel- lossedinbyreserveJeff  Sawyer pointed out guy who gottheballand its first loss in five
men’s skin tight 1-2-1-1 Nossaman. that the Lorain quick- as a result they were game. Karl Bury had 12
full court press. ““The big kid inside in- ness took Ross out of its getting alot of layups.””  points for Ross and
So tight was Lorain’s timidated us a little,” game plan. Lorain finished with Jason Williams 28 for
defense that Ross Reichert admitted. “They were able to 26 of 58 from the field Loran

Mezinger lone Little Giant in semis

TOLEDO—Mike Mezinger is the lone Weber of Maumee in 2:21. round out the standings.
Fremont Ross wrestler remaining in In today’s semifinal round, Mezinger Ross lost two wrestlers in the
the championship round of the Rogers  will take on third seeded Duane Piper competition but have competitors in
Holiday Invitational-Wrestling Tourna- of Ottawa-Glandorf. the consolation rounds at 105 (Charlie
ment. The team leader in the 16-team field Hicks), Mel Clark (119), Dave

Mezinger, a junior, won the 105- is host Rogers with 100% points Middleton (132), John Lozano (138), Kit
pound division crown in last year's Wauseon is second with 786 while  Sultz (155), George Weisinger (167),
tournament but is wrestling in the 112-  Springfield is third with 64'2, Anthony ~ Todd Beatty (175), Matt Smith (185)

pound division in this tourney. Wayne is fourth at 62! while Toledo  and Andy Chambers (HVY).
Seeded second in . the division, Macomber is fifth with 47. Ross Coach Al Voggenthaler pointed
Mezinger had a pair of pins on the first The second five, in order, are Oregon ~ out that his young team ran into

night. He stopped Josh Franklin of  Clay, Maumee, Tiffin Columbian, Lima several top seeded wrestlers in the

Marion Ha!‘dlng in three minutes and Shawnee and Findlay. Ottawa- preliminary rounds.

SHAWN McCARTHY (40) of Ross pulls  from Lorain's E(dt:vd Wr:xyhnlu:i:ring ; 1177 sﬁcin n?: R !Lrsl mz‘Ch o %ame S Mt Tioes(a), Toledo hwrresuing e b todayiwih
ack in the second round to pin Dave  Scott, i i Y the finals at 7 p.m.

down a rebound despite pressure third-quarter action at Ross Friday. P cott, Marion Harding and Eastwood a8.(p-m




0SS: G Bender 1-2+4,
Jim Hufford 1-1-3, Shawn
McCarthy 2-2-6, dMark Miesle
2-04, Chris Simmons 0-2-2, Jeff
Nossaman 7-0-" 4, Thad Lee 0-1-
1, Dan B 2-3-7, Ryan
Smith 2-04, Dave Kovduki 0-

2-2, totals 17-13-47.
records: Lorain 5-1

(3-1), Ross 2-3 (0-2).
JV game
Lorain 48
Ross 39

Score by quarters
Lorain v 11 9 13 15—48
Ross rln‘ 7 13 15—39

Scoring

LORAIN: Carson Coates 2-2-
6, John 0-2-2, Dennis
Hughes 0-1-1, Randle 2-2-
6, Andy Strauser 2-1-5, Jason
Williams 10-8-28, totals 16-16-48.

ROSS: Karl B 4-4-12
Chuck Mamula , 4-1-9, Pai
Hetrick 1-5-7, Stacy Johnson 1-
1-3, Dave Kovaleski 2-2-6, Scott
Weber 1-0-2, totals 13-13-39.

Season records: Lorain 5-1,
Ross 4-1.



Big Findlay run
KOs Ross 76-48

My BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

" FINDLAY—Eric Vickers and Jim
Arnold set Ross up in the first half and
Chad McClellan delivered the knock-
out punch in the third period as the
Trojans rolled up a 76-48 Buckeye
Conference victory over the punch-
less Little Giants Saturday at Findlay
High School.

Vickers, a 6-5 jumping jack, playing
what his Coach Roger Renz termed as
not a good game, led the Findlay vic-
tory with 17 points while Arnold broke
double figures for the first time this
':eason, scoring 16. McClellan added

5

- Ross never led in the contest and
the game was over four minutes into
the second half.

Leading 30-23 at the intermission,
Findlay ran off 14 straight points and
built up a 43-23 lead before Ross
moved the figures on the scoreboard
in the second half, Jeff Nossaman'’s
bucket with 4:15 remaining in the
third period was the Little Giants’
first score but the handwriting was on
the wall as Ross fell to 2-4 and 0-3 in
the conference.

Findlay is 5-2 and 2-2 in BC play.

- At first, Ross Coach John Sawyer
hesitated to say anything about his
team’s second straight humbling loss.
Friday, Lorain had handed the Little
giants a 63-47 setback.

. “I don’t have any words to describe
it,” Sawyer said sadly.

- “I don’t know how these guys get so
bad over a year ago especially when
this summer they played more than
they ever had before. Tonight, it was
a disgraceful game.

“We have guys who cannot catch
the ball or play defense. Our problem
right now is finding five guys by
Wednesday who want to play ball.”’

Ross will travel to Sandusky that
night for another conference clash.
The game had originally been sched-
uled for Tuesday but was moved back
when it conflicted with another activ-

lty at Sandusky

Vickers scored 12 first half points
and Arnold 10 as Fiindlay built up a 31-
23 lead at the half. Vickers had 32

‘points and 19 rebounds Friday in a

win over Sandusky.

“Vickers has hel
Renz smiled, “but
have that good a game.”’

Vickers, a junior, transferred into
Findlay from Cadiz this summer.

Ross had six turnovers in the first
four minutes of the second half and
the Trojans cashed in on four of them.
Arnold started the run with a bucket
seconds into the period. McClellan fol-
lowed with a basket and a pair of free
throws to make it 37-23.

Chris Weaver stole the ball on an in-
bounds pass off Findlay’s press to
make it 39-23 and McClellan con-
nected again for a 41-23 Tro)an lead.
Joe Plott got the last points of the runs
before Nossaman hit Ross’s first bas-
ket.

Sawyer, after that run, began
searching for combinations to get the
Little Giants moving. None worked as
the Trojans’ biggest lead was the final
score.

“We did not play the Little Giants
tonight,” Renz contended. ‘‘We got
them in a downhill night. When Huf-
ford (Jim) gets back to 100 per cent
and McCarthy (Shawn) gets more ex-
perience and with Bender..., well,
they have all that potential and will be
better.”

The Findlay coach admitted that,
although his press which denied the
inbounds pass, did not produce many
steals, it kept the Little Giants out of
any offensive patterns.

“We wanted to put the pressure out
front and make them work hard. We
just never let them get into their of-
fensive flow,"” Renz said.

Hufford and McCarthy sat out the
majority of the second half during Sa-
wyer’s fruitless search. Bender was
lifted early in the final period after
scoring 23 points. .

us a little,”
e really did not



High school

Varsity game
Findlay 76

Ross 48

Score by
Ross 013 13 12—48
Findlay 14 17 27 18—76

ROSS: G Bender 8-7-23,
Jim Huffo 3-0-6, Shawn
McCarthy 2-0-4, Chris
Simmons Marl: Miesle 1-
0-2, Dan Brudzimki 2-2-6, Thad
Lee 0-1-1, Jeff Nossaman 2404,
Ryan Smith 0-2-2, totals 18-12-

FlNDLAY Eric Vickers 8-1-
17, Joe Plott 1-2-4, Jim Arnold
6-4-16 Chris Weaver 3-2-8,
Chad McClellan 5-5-15, Rich
Baerwaldt 2-0-4, Scott Fryer 1-
244, Dale Parries 1-6-8, totals
27-22-76

Season records: Findlay 5-2
(2-2), Ross 2-4 (0-3).

JV game
Findlay 58

Ross 46

Score by quarters
Ross 13 717 9—46
Findlay 7 16 21 1458

ROSS: Karl gury 7-5-19,
Chuck Mamula 1-2-4, Craig
Mosser 0-1-1, Dan Gangwer 1-0-
2, Dave Garcia 1-0-2. Pat
Hetrick 3-0-6, Stacy Johnson 1-
1-3, Dave Kovaleski 2-4-8, Scott
Weber 0-1-1, totals 16-14-46.

FINDLAY: Darick Ammons
3-2-8, Jim Gibesn 4-6-14, Jim
Shaffer 1-0-2, Stan Mizerny 0-2-
2, Mark Ritzler 2-7-11, Mark
R$oynon 1-0-2, Kevin Curth 3-1-

, Mike Bihn 3-6-12, totals 17-24-
58.

Season records: Ross 4-2

Findlay 2-5. ‘




Sawyer back to basics;
Wolf wants regular 5

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

John Sawyer is returning to the ba-
sics while Sue Wolf is ho&m%to return
to her regular lineup as the Ross girls
and s basketball teams hit the
boards tonight.

The Little Giants are at Sandusky in
a Buckeye Conference test while the
Ladé Giants travel to Toledo to play
the Central Catholic girls.

Sawyer, after watching his team
score 95 points in two weekend losses
while slipping to 0-3 in the BC and 2-4
for the season, predicted there would
be a ‘“‘different”” Ross team against
Sandusky. ;

““We had a real, good hard physical
practice Monday,”” Sawyer pointed
out, “‘plus we had a team meeting.

““I think the whole problem was lack
of discipline on and off the court,” the

' Ross coach explained. ‘‘A lot of it was
my fault; I went too easy on them
after football. I' would have liked to
give them a week off but I couldn’t.

‘“The team meeting was about a lot
of little things like not taking scouting
reports home when they should to
study them; not talking on the bus
ride to a game and fooling around on
the bus.

““Now we are going back to like it
was before. We are going to assign
seats on the bus and do the things we
did the last two seasons.

‘“The practices are going to be more
physical and perhaps a little longer.
You will see a different team,”
Sawyer promised. ‘‘A team that will
play with more emotion and
enthusiasm; one on which the kids
care what they do.”

Sawyer will have a revamped
lineup for Sandusky. Thad Lee will
start at the point guard slot with Jim
Hufford and Mark Miesle on the
wings. Greg Bender and Shawn
McCarthy will be in the low post
spots.

Not in the starting lineup for the
first time this season is junior Chris
Simmons.

“Ironically,” Sawyer explained,
‘‘Simmons has been working harder
and looking better in practices this
season but he has been having his
problems in games. I am going to let
him study the game at the start and
see what he can do coming off the
bench.” ;

The Lady Giants are on a three-
game winning streak while owning a
6-2 record this season. The last two
wins have been without 5-11 senior
Tina Michael, the team’'s leading
scorer and rebounder,

“Hopefully,” Wolf said, ‘‘she can
glay Wednesday (today). She has a

race on her ankle to protect it but it
is up to her parents to give the okay
for her to play.

“‘She is still going to go to Columbus
for more examinations on the ankle,”
the Ross coach pointed out.

Wolf described Central Catholic as
a good defensive team that rebounds
exceptionally well. That is a key
reason why Wolf would like to see
Michael back in the lineup.

“Central uses a full court man-to-
man press,”’ Wolf explained. ‘‘It's a
‘deny’ defense with pressure
everywhere. We are going to have to
handle the press and get into our
offense plus hit the boards hard.”

Ross has beaten Port Clinton 47-21
and Columbian 55-46 in the games
without Michael but Wolf said her
team did not control the boards,
instead, several players picked up the
slack in other facets of the game.

“Katie (Marritt) and Sue (Gahn)
have picked up the (scoring) slack,”
Wolf said, ‘‘and because Tina has
been out, I think it has forced Diane
Harms, Denise Wilkins and Shelly
Leggett to improve.”’ '

Expected to start against the
unbeaten Central team, if Michael is
not in the lineup, are Marritt at the
point, Lisa Luman and Leggett at the
wings with Harms and Gahn in the
low posts.

The junior varsity game begins at 6
p.m. at Central.



Ross overcomes bad start to drill Streaks

3 B nonmsr;.@n
ews-| nlu’er rts Editor
SANDUSKY—Five minutes into the
e e
wyer was havi icks...bad
flashbacks.

Sawyer's Little Giants, fresh off an
0-2weekend in which Ross scored onl:
95 points, trailed Sandusky 14-2 wllﬁ
1:35 remaining in the initial rter.
It was a characteristic start 3{':: had

the Little Giants in their four

osses.

The Little Giants and Sandusky
were 0-3 in the Buckeye Conference
and Ross was 2-4 and the Blue Streaks
2-3 for the season. It was a battle of
the BC’s doormats and Ross was giv-
ing all signs of being walked on again.

Yet, despite that dismal start, Sa-
wyer’s grief was turned to smiles as a
rejuvenated Ross squad blizted San-

usky in the second half and won
going away 70-58.

An 11-point run by the Little Giants
in the final period, which broke the
game open, highlighted a 46-point sec-
ond half and brought smiles to
Sawyer’s face.

“This,” Sawyer beamed, ‘“was a
nice Christmas present. I tell you, this
was a nice win.

“This is an indication the kids want
to play; how they can ?lay." Sawyer
conitlnued. “They really wanted it

night.”

At the beginning it was not apparent
that Sawyer's charges wanted
anything. Five out of the first six Ross
possessions resulted in turnovers and
eight Sandusky points. A timeout at
the 3:27 mark changed little as the
Blue Streaks finished a 10-point run
fora 14-2 lead.

Six Ross points, buckets by Dan
Brudzinski, Greg Bender and Mark
Miesle, began to change Ross's
outlook.

Sawyer began shuffling his lineup
midway through the first period. He
inserted Brudzinski into the lineup for
6-8 sophomore Shawn McCarthy and
brought Chris Simmons, drop
from the starting lineup for the first
time this season, in for Mark Miesle.
The next step was Ryan Lee for stater
Thad Lee and the Ross coach had a
lineup that carried him to the
midpoint of the final period.

With the last three baskets of the
first period, the Little Giants ran off
six more points, two buckets by
Bender and a two Jim Hufford free
throws, to deadlock the Blue Streaks
at 14. By the half, though, Sandusky
Il"d a 10-point run and grabbed a 33-24
ead.

“We did not talk strategy at
halftime,” Sawyer disclosed. ‘‘We
talked about doing what we tried to do

in the first half. We had not been

half and in the second half we began
to do that. The big difference in the
sect half was that we executed
mt"we were trying to do in the first

The Little Giants came out with a
vengence in the third quarter and
Bender was the catalyst, hitting 10
straight points on his way to a 29-point
night. By the time Sandusky was able
to score on a pair of free throws by
Paul Moore, the Little Giants had
taken a 37-33 lead. Sandusky was to
lead just twice more—48-47 and 50-
49—midway through the final period.

Sawyer had promised Ross fans a
new attitude would be visible after the
Little Giants had absorbed the two
weekend losses.

“New attitude? I don’t know,” the
Ross coach admitted. “‘For some
reason, they came out to play in the
second half. I think they went into the
game ready to play but when they
turned the ball over, you could see the
heads begin to go down but then, our
defense got us back into it.”

Sawyer stayed almost exclusively
with his “pick-up" lineup until he
brought in McCarthy and Miesle for
Brudzinski and Smith, respectively,
midway through the final period.
McCarthy responded with two
blocked shots and and two baskets,
one on a “'stuff” that put Ross up 66-56
and took the air out of the Blue
Streaks.

The Little Giants, after falling
behind 50-49, took the lead on
Brudzinski's bucket with 4:40
remaining. Hufford followed with two
free throw (the Ross co-captain was
six of eight from the charity stripe in
the final quarter) before Robert
Hunter’s basket made it 53-52 for
Ross.

That was it for Sandusky as the
Little Giants scored the next 11 points
for a 64-52 lead with 56 seconds left in
the contest.

Bender led Ross's scoring with
Hufford canning 12 and Brudzinski 10

*“‘Brudzinski, Simmons and Smith
played very welil for us,” Sawyer said
about hs three subs who produced 21
points. All three rebounded well and
Smith came up with three steals in the
third period.

Moore was high for Sandusky with
22 points.

Ross was 28 of 52 from the field,
grabbed 35 rebounds to Sandusky’s 24
and committed 23 turnovers, 17 in the
first half. Sandusky was 23 of 55 from
the field and had 19 turnovers.

Ross is idle until Dec. 27 when
Elyria visits Fremont for a
conference game.

i
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(N-M photos by Bll Kennedy)

JIM HUFFORD (25), left, of Ross, leaps above three Sandusky
defenders during a third quarter scoring play Wednesday at
Sandusky High School. Darren Jordan (40), David Belle (14)
and Robert Hunter are the Blue Streaks players. In the top
photo, Chris Simmons of Ross looks for a teammate after
grabbing a rebound away from Jordan.

Lady Giants bombed by TCC

TOLEDO—Sue Wolf minced no
words when talking about Toledo Cen-
tral Catholic.

““They killed us on the boards,” the
Ross girls basketball coach said after
her team was drilled by the Lady Irish

56-23.

Central, 7-2, outscored the Lady
Giants, 6-3, 40-16 in the second half
after holding a 16-7 halftime edge.

‘““We just did not get many shots off
either,”” Wolf pointed out, “but it was
their offensive rebounds, especially in
the third quarter, that killed us.”

Ross sank just nine of 29 shots and
only three Lady Giants scored. Katie
Marritt, who had 28 points in Ross’s 55-
46 win over Columbian Saturday, did
not get a point.

Sue Gahn had 13 and Tina Michael,
after missing two games because of an
ankle injury, dropped in nine.

In the third period, Central, with
Martha Kondalski scoring six, Mary
Sullivan and Gretchen Kraus four
each, outscored Ross 22-8.

explained, *‘took us out of our offense
We would beat the press but never get
into our offense when we got
downcourt.”

Peggy Holmes paced Central to the
runaway win with 14 points while
Kraus ended up with 11

Central hit 21 of 54 shots and
outrebounded Ross 30-19. Ross had 27
turnovers, three more than Central
The Lady Irish canned 14 of 17 free
throws and Ross, five of 15.

The next outing for Wolf's team is
Dec. 29 when Clyde visits Fremont

“Their pressure defense,”” Wolf




High school

Varsity game
Ross 70

Sandusky 58

Score by quarters ,

Ross 816 21 25—70

Sandusky 14 19 10 15—58
Scoring

ROSS: Gl"‘ef Bender 13-3-29,
Jim Huffo 2-8-12, awn
McCarthy 3-0-6, Thad Lee 0-0-0,
Mark iesle 1-0-2, Dan
Brudzinski 5-0-10, Chris
Simmons 2-0-4, Ryan Smith 2-3-
7, totals 28-14-70.

SANDUSKY: David Belle 1-
2-4, James Keyes 2-1-5, Darren
Jordan 2-0-4, Paul Moore 7-8-22,
Brian Watson 5-1‘11, Robert
Hunter 6-0-12, totals 23-12-58.

Season records: Ross 3-4 (1-
3), Sandusky 2-4 (0-4).

JV game

- Sandusky 42

Ross 34

Score by quarters
Ross 8 610 10—34
Sandusky 8 13 8 13—42
Scorin

ROSS: Karl Bu 7-0-14,
Chuck Mamula 2-0-4, Pat
Hetrick 4-1-9, Stacy Johnson 3-
g—g.4 Scott Weber 0-1-1, totals 16-

SANDUSKY: La Mar Brown
1€0-2, Chris Williams 2-04,
Derrick Keys 1-0-2, Michael
Sanders 6-3-15, Eric Jordan 3-0-
6, Luis Guevara 1-3-5, Brian
Cooper 4-0-8, totals 18-6-42.

Season record: Ross 4-3.




Elyria knocks off Ross

By BOB MARKER

N-M Sports Editor
Elyria repelled a final
quarter Ross charge to
hand the Little Giants a
70-61 Buckeye Confer-
ence basketball loss
Tuesday at Ross High

School.

The Little Giants, tra-
iling by as many as 19
points with five minutes
to play in the contest,
roared back to trail by
64-59 with a half minute
to play before the Pi-
oneers were able to pull
of their sixth victory in
eight games while run-
ning the Elyria confer-
ence mark to 4-1. Ross
slipped to 3-5 and 1-4 in
BC play.

Ross’s final quarter
surge was a marked
contrast to its play in
the first 24 minutes of
the contest. Instead of
the lethargic pattern
displayed by the Little
Giants’ offense that
glagued Coach John

awyer’s team for three
quarters of the contest,
Ross turned on a
running, scrambling,
break-neck offense for
the final eight minutes.

It caught Elyria by
surprise admitted
Coach Keith Sooy and
left Sawyer wondering if
he should insert that
style into the Little
Giants’ offensive
scheme.

‘“We had a zone
(defense) team in a
man-to-man,’’ Sooy
explained, “‘but we did
not attack it.”

Ross, with Greg
Bender scoring 16 of his
game high 22 points in
the final eight minutes,
outscrored the Pioneers
29-22 but a 48-32 deficit
entering the quarter
was too much for the
Little Giants’ charge.

‘‘Maybe,” Sawyer
said painfully, ‘‘we may
have to start off running
like that to get the
players into the game.”

Elyria, paced by a
quartet of double figure
scorers, trailed briefly,
84, in the contest. An
eight-point Pioneer run,

with Jeff Thomas.

getting a pair of
baskets, tgut Ross down
12-8 at the end of the
first period.

Chris Fields and Mike
Martin combined for 15
of Elyria's 19 second
quarter points as Ross’s

SV NPT

sleeping offense dug a
31-18 hole at the half.

“I thought we played
good defense in the first
half,” insisted Sawyer.
“What bothered me was
our board play. I
thought they got a lot of
three-point plays
(Elyria had five for the
game) and that hurt us.

“They were shooting
from outside,”’ the Ross
coach pointed out about
Elyria’s early offensive
tactics, ‘‘and we were
content to let them do
that because you are not
going to lose many
games to a team that
shoots out there. What
bothered me was they
were getting the second
and third shots.

“Our kids thought
they were boxing out but
they were right under
the bucket and instead

GREG BENDER (32) of Ross starts to
drive against against Elyria's Brian

of knocking those guy
out of there, they were
going up, slapping the
wrists and getting
called for fouls. I would
just as soon see them
get called for fouls by
knocking guys out of the
way, not by just
slapping the wrists.”

With Ross charging,

Thomas, who ended up
with 19 points, stepped
in to douse the Little
Giants hot streak. In the
final 30 seconds and
Elyria up 64-59, Thomas
hit a pair of free throws
and a basket to take the
game out of reach.

Thomas was high for
Elyria with Fields
ending up with 17 while
Jared Wilbanks added
14 and Mike Martin 12.

Bender was high man
for Ross with Mark
Miesle getting 10.

High School.

Rogers (10) and Chris Fields during
!

Elyria was 26 of 51
from the field and Ross
26 of 58. The Pioneers hit
10 of 16 final quarter
free throws and 18 of 27
for the game to get the
winning edge at the line.
Ross finished with nine
of 13.

Sawyer turned in his
thoughts toward Ross’s
next opponent,
undefeated Admiral
King, 8-0, on Jan. 6 at
Lorain.

‘“The next one is not
going to be easy,” he
understated. ‘I guess,
after tonight, I will have
to try to figure out a new
lineup.”

In the junior varsity,
Ross snapped a three-
game losing streak with
a 41-27 waltz past the
Pioneers. Tracy
Johnson paced Ross, 5-
3, with 15 points.

third quarter action Tuesday at Ross



Varsity game

Elyria 70
Ross 61

Score by ?uarters
Elyria 219 17 22—-70
Ross - 8 10 14 29—61

Scorinq_
ELYRIA: Jeff Thomas 7-5-
19, Jared Wilbanks 5-4-14, Chris
Fields 7-3-17, Mike Martin 4-4-
12, Brian Rogers 2-1-7, Kevin
Brubaker 0-1-1, totals 26-18-70.
ROSS: Greg Bender 9-4-22,
Jim Hufford 2-0-4, Shawn
McCarthy 2-0-4, Mark Miesle 5-
0-10, Dan Brudzinski 3-0-6,
Chris Simmons 2-0-4, Ryan
Smith 2-5-9, Thad Lee 0-0-0, Jeff
Nossaman 1-0-2, totals 26-9-61.
Season records: Elyria 6-2
(4-1), Ross 3-5 (1-4).

JV game
Ross 41
Elyria 27

Score by quarters
Elyria 6 510 627
Ross 12 10 13 6—41

Scorin

ELYRIA: Ed ad'lor 1-0-2,
Rich Runser 0-2-2, Bill Alston 2-
0-4, Harrison Jackson 1-1-3,
Lamar Jackson 3-0-6, Corey
Williams 1-0-2, Ed Uszynski 0-
1-1, Chris Gubeno 2-1-5, Glen
Arbough 1-0-2, totals 11-5-27.

RCSS: Karl .Bury 3-2-8,
Chuck Mamula 1-0-2, Gregg
Gallagher 2-0-4, Pat Hetrick 2-
0-4, Stacy Johnson 5-5-15, Dave
Kovaleski 4-0-8, totals 17-7-41.

Season records: Ross 5-3,
Elyria 2-6.



Giants turn cold,

fall to Admirals

LORAIN — Admiral King came out in the third and
of a cold shooting Ross could not make the . It's hard
team in the second half to post a 62- to play catch-up against them.”







Ross gets a night off
before facing Tiffin
z”mgl“ w.mmvumtllhlt

is a long way off,” the Ross coach Dot mith Mark
smiled. “First, we have to get number ug::. D et B
four! Hufford will take the" tip but

y
unbeaten, 100, Lorain Admiral K be questionable Saturday.
m&an, xawy“: Sop w‘no nllw:rm. mlueyd

hbhnmphmmn. the Admiral King job is atlill“
“when we only'twoolum week. A —
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GREG BENDER (32) of Ross looks for
an open teammate during action Fri-

day night against Marion Harding at
RouHimSc.-WA

1 Bears handle Streaks

CASTALIA — It took the
Margaretta Polar Bears awhile to
get going, but once they started
there was no stopping them as they
pulled away to a 77-55 SBC victory
over St. Joe Fndax;l:hl.

The game was locked at the
end of the first stanza, but midway
through the second quarter the
Bears kicked it into high gear and
rattled off 12 straight points.

‘The Streaks, al gh down by 10
at the half, were still not out of the
rme. But Mnmu came out

rom the intermi and gichd
up right where they left off. By the
end of the third quarter the Bears
led by 22 and St. Joe was out of the

hunt.

Margaretta had three men in
double figures — Jim with
20, Aarom Kromer 13, and Randy
Fredrick 10.

Eric Kuns was once again the
leader for the Streaks. Kuns scored
22 points and grabbed eight
rebounds. Teammate Denny
Furlong added 10 points for St. Joe.

The loss for the Streaks ended
their two-game winning streak and
dmtped below the .500 level
at 6-7. The Streaks are 26 in the
SBC. Margaretta moves to 6-5 on
the season and 5-3 in the
conference.

Ross nips Harding in OT

BOB MARKER
Ryan “Bub” . sank two free
with 16 seconds
m to push Ross to a
%mmnn—

i
%
i

i
i
4 g'
:

13

just in time."”
Smith’s winning free throws were
set when he grabbed a rebound

after Hill of Harding missed a
free throw with 18 seconds
rema! the overtime ball

in ertime.
bounced into the corner where Smith
abbed it and was fouled by Dave

T,
The 5-10 Smith hit the first free

put pressure on the

ball and then drop back into the ‘3-2'
defense,” Sawyer said about the
timeout conversation. “We played
defense then but that guy
almost made that shot; that's how I
felt things were going for them in the

me.”

game.
Harding, a 50-41 winner over Ross

in the first meeting this season,
bolted to a 24-10 lead

were to score until Collins hit from

providing the offense, tied
at 32-32 seconds into the final

wi
the redound. Ross the ball with
one second rem . After a
timeout, Smith nearly gave Ross the
when his shot from 55 feet hit the

back of the rim.
In the overtime, Huffo
ead

:
o

H
&

set the stage for his final free
throws.

Despite falling behind by 14 in the
first half, Sawyer was not unhappy
with his team’s play.

“I thought we did not play that
bad,” he me’xmlned “bulA ev;:ly:thln'
was ir way. At ime
moux the kids were still ready to
Rll and they played in the second

alf. Hopefully, we can put together
four quarters tomorrow night.”

Ross will host Toledo Whitmer

tonight.

Bender and Hufford had 16 points
apiece for Ross while Sprague
matched that for Harding. r,enner
had 11 and Wink finished with 10 for
the Prexies.

The Litle Giants were 20 of 51 from
the floor and six of eight at the line
while Harding was 16 of 37 and 13 of
18. Ross, with Bender and Hufford
getting six apiece, held a 31-28
rebounding ed,

g edge.

In the junior varsity game, Ross
won in overtime 37-35 as Gregg
Gallagher sank a pair of free throws
with four seconds remaining in

the foul line at the 5:10 mark of the
:h.lr:pcnodwﬂ“ g a

ead.
Ross, with Bender and Hufford

aplece.

. and Karl Bury (N-M photos by Bill Kennedy)
paced the Ross JVs with nine points  JIM HUFFORD (24) of Ross gets off a jump shot over

Marion's Dave Sprague Friday night at Ross.
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Ross 51

R
Ty iy
.? Wilson 1-1-3, totals 19.25.
i
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Lorain, with W hitting 16 of 20 from the
nm,cmmauumwﬁ-mmmu
10. .

“We did not get to the line,” Sa
oo e el o g
Despite that, Ross hit 29 of 52 from the floor in |
making a run at the 13-2 Steelmen.

Sawyer praised the play of the Ross six. Jim
o ki et el e
the whole game and scored nine points. Jeff

Nossaman came off the bench for seven with
Mark Miesle adding four and Ryan Smith two.

Tim Moore added 14, Wardelle Wright 11 and
Ken Balmert 10 for Lorain.




Woodward holds off Ross 64-58

. By BOB MARKER

ews-] en::ft&pomm

Woodward Ross took turns
using a hlfb school basketball
slingshot Saturday but the Polar
Bears had the last shot in dropping
the Little Giants 64-58.

In a game of streaks, Woodward,
9-5 and winners of eight of its last
nine games, led by as many as 13
and by as little as three in the see-
saw second half. Ross, 5-9 and loser
of three games in a row, would
charge but get cut off by its own
turnovers while failing to get over
the hump against the Toledo City
League school.

“The turnovers hurt us,” Ross
Coach John Sawyer said. “When we
had a chance to get Woodward’s lead
to under three, we would drop the
ball or make a bad pass.”

The Little Giants kicked the ball
away 23 times including four crucial
times in the final quarter. Wood-
ward committed 18 turnovers.

The Polar Bears, with Myron
Broughton and Dennis Gawrych
doing most of the damage, broke
open a tight game in the second
period by outscoring Ross 11-1 to
grab a 31-19 lead. By the half, Ross
trailed 34-25, nttm the stage for the
slingshot second half.

Woodward jumped ahead 38-25 on
baskets by 6-7 John Munch and
Broughton to open the third quarter
but Ross, with Greg Bender
dropping in five and Ryan Smith
two, bounced back to trail by a 38-32
count. By the end of the quarter,
Woodward after running off the final
six points, held a 48-37 advantage.

In the final eight minutes, Ross got
buckets from Jeff Nossaman, Shawn
McCarthy and Smith to make it 48-43
with 6:15 remaining. In the next
minute, Woodward got a pair of free
throws from Gawrych and a pair of
baskets from Terry Woodard to take
a54-43 lead.

Ross was next to grab the
slingshot, whipping off éight straight
points to close to within 54-51. Twice
the Little Giants had a chance that
Eap but turnovers pushed them

ack. In the eight-point run, Smith
scored twice, Bender and Jim
Hufford once each.

After the teams traded baskets,
Ross was forced to to foul while

attempting to get the ball but
Woodward’s Tom Barnes hit six
straight free throws and Gawrych
two in the final minute to hold off the
charging Little Giants. .
With 53 seconds to play, Bender
made it 58-55 but Gawrych hit a pair
of free throws for a 60-55 Woodward
lead. Bender hit again with 17
seconds remaining but Barnes
answered with a pair of free throws
at the 10-second mark. Bender
followed with a charity toss, missed
the second intentionally in hopes of a
Ross rebound but the 6-4 juniuor was
called for crossing the foul line too
soon and Woodward got the ball out-

of: E

Barnes, after being fouled, hit the
final two of his six free throws to ice
the contest with eight seconds
remaining.

“Woodward did a nice job of
taking us out of our offense,”
Sawyer pointed out. “They were
trapping at midcourt and instead of
passing off before we got to the trap,
out guards were dibbling up to it and
getting caught.

“Really, what it boils down to was
we could not catch the ball or pass it
when we had to.”

The Ross coach pointed out the
efforts of Hufford, sophomore Dave
Kovaleski and Bender, saying he felt
they had games. He was also
pleased with the efforts of players
coming off the bench. -

Despite the loss in what has to be
termed as a disappointing season for
Sawyer and his team, the Ross
coach said he felt his team is still
developing.

“I still think were are coming
along,” he insisted. “I know it is
tough to say that especially when we
are losing but I think that this team
can come along and be a good
tournament team. That’s what we
have to shoot for now.”

Bender wound up with 20 points to
lead all scorers. Hufford added 14
and Smith 10 before fouling out with
1:27 to play.Broughton had 14 to top
the balanced Woodward attack.
Gawrych ended up with 13 and
Munch had a dozen.

Sawyer also pointed out that his

team is still not gemnf to the foul
line enough saying the Little Giants

y (N-M photo by Bl Kennedy)
DAVE KOVALESKI (34) of Ross looks for an opening on the baseline
against Woodward's Dennis Gawrych during action Saturday night.

must penetrate more. The Little
Giants had 18 charity tosses, sinking and Woodward 21 of 55. The Little
a dozen while Woodward was 22 of  Giants had 42 rebounds, four more
33. than Woodward.

From the floor, Ross was 23 of 60






22k mwmm. iafllan (ko
3 .m mwwm Mw%mmm wmwxw ; mmmw mmw
o. 5k i A mmm,mmgwmw“Hmmmwmm
S Sl pllls s il B
3 Sl
o= & il mmmm"wmm%mm



Miesle reprieve nips Streaks

By BOB MARKER

News-] Sports Editor
Mark Miesle m the weight of being a
possible goat to become a hero Friday
night as the Fremont Ross Little Giants
shook off a horrendous start to nip San-
dusky 71-70 in overtime in Buckeye Con-
ference basketball game.
le, after committing a turnover,
missing an off-balance shot and firing up
an air ball on a free throw attempt in
overtime, hit both ends of a one-
with eight seconds remaining in the
extra session to pull Ross even and then
llvelheumeGlanu mﬂr 71st point.
The Miesle free throw off a
game in which Ross, 6—9 36 in the
conference, trailed b{ 16 points in the
ond period after falling behind 20-6 at
inutes

lohn Sawyer, happy with the win, was
happier with the reaction from the
crowd at the Ross gym. ““The first thing
the kids uid after they got into the lock-
erroom,” the Ross coach recalled, “‘was
they noticed how much the crowd was in-
volved with the game.

““That is the best game where the

crowd has been involved in since I have
been here. They really got into the
game.”
It took the Little Giants several min-
utes to get into the game; they almost
took themselves and the fans right out
the gym doors in the first Tuner

“It was our normal first quarter,”
Sawyer was able to smile. “We went
and down the floor like a fire trucl
committing turnovers while they were
mnln melrsbo

Slnlh with Robert Hunter
muullng in eight and Paul Moore six,
dominated the
with a skin tight man-to-man defense.

However, just as hot as Sandusky was
in the first period, the Little Giants were
hotter in the second. Ross tossed up 10
shots and all of them went in with Jeff
Nossman hitting five straight shots.

Nossaman, along with sophomore

ittle Giants inside to go

ghnm McCarthy ‘l‘:d Junior G

immons to go wi ars
Bender and Miesle, nﬁu r;
point quarter while closing to within 35-
33 at the half.

““We kept that lineup at the start of the
second half,” Sawyer said. “'I'm going to
have to remember that one. Nossaman
came in a did a super job. IlcClnhy and
Simmons played very

Simmons had 10 for the game,
includi abmmlnumlz.dm
foul circle as time ran out in
half. McCarthy drop
including the Little Giants’ only
in overtime, a stuff shot, to go with 10
rebounds and six blocked shots.

who finished with 15 points
lndlzubnunds.ll e Ross its first tie 10
seconds into the second half the
Little Giants committed

in nine
basket

By that llmE. the Little Giants had
rolled to their bi lead of the game,
49-41. A Simmons layup off a Miesle pass
gave Ross its first lead 4341 at the 3:50
mark.

Bender added a bucket and sophomore
Dave Kovaleski scored four to polish off
the Ross

quarter.

Moore b it Sandusky

blcl in memmmr unnm
en shots as the Blue Streaks c:

mel.nueaununs"mu 25 to play.

Sawyer said that he had wanted to go
into a four-corner offense when his team
was up 57-49 but a helter skelter press
forced two turnovers as Sandusky ran
off a 10-2 scoring . Moore's M tied
It but McCarthy's tip gave Ross a 61-59

with 1:16 to play.

to mne it ll-‘) with 1:01 on

m clo-:l meue pul in a pair ol free
it lead

bul Dnvld lle s lhot lnm it 63-62 with

and-one. got the technical to cut
it to 70-69.
The Little Giants were called for an

muﬁmunmnm)m
ption. He did not waste the

Ross hlt 27 of 53 shots while Slndusky‘
4-12, was 34 of 73. From the foul line,
Ross was 17 of 33. In

grabbed 1. llchnhy 10 and Immm
seven as Ross held a 48-36 advanta

and Simmons 10 each, M
McCarthy nine aplece and Hufford eight.

~
STEVE
blocks a shot from Woodmore's Jeff

WASSERMAN (41) of Lakota Perkins during early action at Wood-
ville Friday.

Knights defuse Rockets

‘The Otsego Knights threw a wrench
into Oak Harbor’s plans of winning a
third straight Suburban Lakes

(22 of 63) of their shots to 44 percent
(20 of 45) for Otsego.

y Genoa

Plact

shoc the Rockets 59-56 in Tonto-

gany Friday night
By winning, the Knights kept the
race for the

LL top spot all kl:o(led

Eastwood .
The Comets withstood a missed

Eastwood shot at the regul.

to defeat the Eagles in overtime at

58 !

0T) ..

end of ation f

Wildcats
upend
Lakota

By TOM HOEPF

essenger
WOODV! LLE PIAyln; defense like their title
depended on imore held off Lakota

hopes
5244 Frida) wmvlmmmumolnm
phcclnlhe%mmn

‘who shot ] rom the
ﬂeld remained tied for first place with Oak Har-
bor because Otsego upset

¥M Wildcats’ zone defense put extra pressure
on the Raiders’ outside shooters while pmenlln;
them from getting the ball inside.

““We had to shut off their wtnp We know (point
E:rd Chris) Chalfin wasn't going to shoot so we

p-uul
the Rockets 59-56 Fri

he wanted outside, shut the

own the boards,” said
Place.

15 rebounds and 15 polnu

in his best perlormance since breaking a bone in
his hand three weeks ago.

‘Hnmdlnmllhuwldmﬂamm This Is
the first ume be used his
Illmn

right hand to shoot free
will help his confidence a lot,” said

Se!liar Tim Tiell led Lakota with 17 points, but
uwumeonlx Raider in double

w

the Raiders missed two shots.

ball, but the Raiders turned the ball over mem
selves when Jeff Rurert stole an inbounds pass
nnddma for a layup for a 47-43 lead.

( 28ainst 3
m-lnlng.ulmblewm chance to cut the deficit
one point when
upllkez fel. Woodmore controlled the tip and
the final m!

uo(mumeummmnm

to foul.
Perkins, who led Woodmon with 16 points, sank

up between Oak Harbor and Lakota,
who will meet to break that tie (both G a pair of free throws with 49 seconds nnmnlu
at 8-2) tonight in Kansas The game - tied at 54-54 at the Haar the ball W goal and
Lakota also lost last night 52-44 to end of regulation. ith 20 seconds left to cap the
xmm?nce ‘Woodmore (7-3), which took Paul Gnepper said he felt his team
greatly enhanced its chances of lnf“ A l-m&y Bﬂ-n not play well
claiming the league title. In other SLL Baacke with “We. poorly and from the free
action Friday night, Genoa extra session put the W throw line (12 for 22) and made a lot of mental
East 60-58 in overtime and Eim- three and proved to be the c! mistakes. That adds up to an eight- d
wood thumped Gibsonburg 84-59. Baacke led Genoa the entire ::z ‘“They didn’t play very smart. we needed
ot made its final push when 'llhmwlnu-ndmmﬂdt M tobe I 't,” he said.

Ron Downs hit one free throw to give Sommer and Tony Zapata each added  After a 14-12 first-quarter lead, Lakota
his team a 57-54 lead with less than a ll: IM'"-‘ > c-w“ . - and missed 'dﬂ
minute left in the game. EARSWORE . ceodcvisesoctiorbisist straight shots to start the second .

ak Harbor's bon Christie came more scored 12 straight points to take a 24-14 lead
pack with one free throw before sesssssssssssssdd The Raiders did not score until Tiell made two
Downs clmthed matters with two Gibsonburg [ree throws with 4:19 left in the hall.

more charity
'IMM with 26
‘llrlslkh’dln:them
‘Downs played a super
oach Cnr':ﬂk “All the % kids
-lnyed well. They're a good team. |
them.

while

couldn’t put the ball in the bas-
The Rockets made just 35 percent

third quarter to cut the margin to 39-36.
. oyals Golden  Woodmore, which shot 50 percent from the field,
Bears 28-10 in the first and in- 80es into Saturday's home game against Genoa
creased it to 52-23 at halftime to take With a 7-3 record in the 114 overall. La-
matters in hand league, hosts Oak

Four players scored in double fig-
ures for the winners, led by Rick Lu-
man’s 16 h

Darin Halstead led Gibsonburg with
13 poinis.

MARK MIESLE OF Ross goes up for a
shot over James Keys of Sansuky dur-
ing third quarter play at Ross High

?S




Varsity game
Ross 71

70 (OT)
Sandusky m 6—70

2-59,

:ovon i 4-2-10, Dan
rudzinski 0-0-0, Shawn
McCarthy 4-1-9, Chris
totals 27-17-71.
: Ross 69 (3-
6), 12(29).

JV game
Ross 53
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10-point Elyria
run stops Ross

ELYRIA—Brian Rogers and Jeff Thomas
a 10-point Elyria run in the final quarter as
oneers defeated Fremont Ross 7564 in a

Brian Rogers scored a career 29 |

Mcmm.menthm
in the conference, to no points in the final quarter.
The 6-4 Ross junior had scored 20 in the first three

4

_nanonhbso:'l’:ondglmmlhemld;lenn

could get the ball to him.

The move backfired.

“I don't think he touched the ball the rest of the
game,” said.

Elyria a 63-54 lead when the Pioneers used
several fastbreaks to score the next 10 The
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Arnold lifts Findlay past Ross

ting a good look at the action is Dan
Brudzinski behind Hufford and Plott
and Greg Bender (32).

JIM HUFFORD, right, of Ross reaches
around Findlay's Joe Plott to grab the
er ac-

basketball during fourth quart:
tion Friday at Ross High School. Get-

BOWLING GREEN-—Chris
Black set a Northwest Ohio District
Swim Meet record while winning
the 200 individual medley at Cooper
Pool on the Bowling Green State
University campus Friday.

Black, a Ross High School senior,
recorded a 1:56.91 in his l|)et:|;lgd
The old record of 1:57.13 was
by John Stauffer of Sandusky. The

first place gave Black a berth in
the state swim meet next weekend
in Canton.

s;lvanh
Southleew wna fourth with
The iants medley
held ontoq:.sllm chance of a beﬂz

Slack, brian
finish. The team of Black, Brian

District swim meet

Black wins 200 individual
medley in record 1:56.19

Scott finished in 1:42.21, a half sec-
ond off the Ross school record.

The mediey team must now wait
to see if it qualifies, by time, for an
at-large berth in the state meet.
The top two teams were automati-
cally in the state meet.

Ross had several other swim-
mers competing in the two-day
meet. Andy Scott was 13th and
Tracy Turner 14th in the 50 free-
style. Scott had a 23.31 and Turner
23.41.

-In the s portion of the meet,
Heather Winning of Ross was sev-
enth in the 50 free with a clocking of
25.91 and the m relay team of
Kelly Sabi Lori Smith, Winning
and Teresa Gloer was seventh in
2:02.1.

S;vlmmln( today will begin at
5:15.

By BOB MARKER
-M Sports Editor

Findlay ran off eight
unanswered points in
the fourth quarter to
pull away from Fre-
mont Ross and post a 55-
50 Buckeye Conference
basketball win Friday
at Ross High School.

Ross finished the reg-
ular season at 7-13 and 3-
9 in the conference while
Findlay is 12-8 and 7-5 in
the BC. The Little Gi-
ants will be back in ac-
tion Monday, playing
Ashland at Ashland Col-
lege in the Class AAA

sectional

The Little Gllntl.
after trailing 36-31 with
a minute to play in the
third quarter, ran off six
straight points to take a
37-36 lead 30 seconds
into the final period.
Jim Hufford’s steal and
basket with three sec-
onds left in the third
quarter keyed the run.

Dan Brudzinski
scored on a layup oﬂ the
fourth lrter tlg
Mark Iesle it a
jumper from eight feet
to give Ross the lead
with 7:30 rem

Famine hit the Little
Giants after that. Find-
lay took off on its streak
and with the same delib-

-erate play that it used

the whole game, me-
thodically matched
Ross bucket for bucket
down the stretch.

Ross crept to within
50-46 with 45 second re-
maining on buckets by
Greg Bender (two) and
Miesle. Findlay's Jim
Arnold, a six-plus points
per game player,
canned two free throws
with 40 seconds to play
before Jeff Nossaman
scored for Ross to make
it 5248 with 30 seconds
left.

Arnold hit the final
two of his game high 24
points for a 54-48 Find-
lay lead. Bender fol-
lowed with a buckewt
but it was too little, too
late.

‘“We cannot even

anyone of
those three but we
couldn’t do it."”

“It just seems like
nothing

etly.

many.

“Arnold and Fryer
had super games,"
Renz exclaimed, “but
our guards (Chris
Weaver and Chad
McClellan), although
they did not score many
points, controlled the
tempo for us.

“Arnold and Ritzler
(Mark) did-a super job
on Bender,”’ Renz
continued. ‘‘Anytime
you hold Bender to four
field goals, that is super
defense.”

Bender, Ross's
leading scorer with
nearly a 21-point
average, finished with
15. Miesle ended up with
10. Fryer had 14 for
Findlay, 10 in the second
half.

Findlay, missing Eric
Vickers, a 6-5 junior out
with a broken arm,
played deliberately,
K:sslng several times

fore getting a high
percentage shot. Using
that style, the Trojans
hit 22 of 42 shots while
Ross, stymied by the
Trojans’ tight man-to-
man defense, held Ross
to 36 shots. The Little
Giants made 18 of them
and added 14 of 1§ free
throws. Findlay was 11
of 15 at the line.

“It's just awfully
frustrating,’”” Sawyer
said about dth'e loss.“1
thought our defense was
okay but they shot well
from outside and if you
have to lose, that is
where you want them to
shoot from.

In the junior varsity
game, Pat Hetrick sank
an 18-foot jumper from
the left corner with two
seconds left to give Ross
a 4745 win.







Wright top Buckeye player;
Bender named to first team

Ed Wright was named
| rlayer of the year while

eading the Buckeye
Conference All-
Conference selection
released today.

The three teams were
selected by a vote of the
seven conference
coaches.

Wright, a 65 senior
form Lorain Senior,
posted a 25.7 scoring
average to lead the
conference. He was
second in field goal

Keith
year at yria, was
named the coach of the
year. Sooy’s team
shared the conference
title with Admiral King
while posting a 102
conference record and
finishing the regular

. in his first -

season at 17-3.

Also on the first team
are Greg Bender, 64
Fremont Ross junior,
who averaged 20.1

ints per game, Jeff

mas of Elyria, Eric
Vickers of Findlay and
Admiral King's Steve
Davis.

Thomas, 5-11 senior,
averaged 18.3 points and
Davis, 65 senior, 11
points.Vickers, a junior,
sat out the final few
games of the season, but
the 6-4 junior managed a
14.2 average.

Heading up the second
team was 6-1 junior
Paul Moore of
Sandusky, second in
conference scoring with
a 206 average. Bob
f(.ml:,m[.)ﬂ of Admin:

ave 0
Marion, Chadsgiman
of Findlay and Wardell

Wright, Ed’s uncle, of

Lorain Senior, rounded
out the second five.

" On the third team are
Chris Fields of Elyria,
Jered Wilbanks of

Elyria, David Urbaneck
of Admirla Dave
Lehner of M and.

Brian Watson of

Sandusky.
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«++ Greg Bender took home four
- individual trophies to highlight

* the Ross Winter Sports Award
. Program Tuesday in the high
- school cafeteria.

. Bender, a junior and the Ross

boys basketball team leader in
wwsScoring (20.1), rebounding (nine
A per game) and free throw
»%. shooting (81 percent), also was

; ‘pllresented with a captain’s trophy.
- e shared the captain’s duties
* “with senior Jim Hufford.

Besides Bender, Katie Marritt,
Mike Mezinger and Chris Black
.- won most valuable honors for
+» their respective sports,
i{ Boys basketball Coach John
“ Sawyer, in addition to the awards
won by Bender, presented the
. most valuable junior varsity
- K{nyer award to junior Chuck
- Mamula. The most improved
honor went to sophomore Dave
- Kovaleski and junior Chris
Simmons won the best defensive
player honor.

Marritt won the MVP trophy for
the girls team. Coach Sue Wolf
also presented Marritt, a three-
year starter, with the best
defensive player and captain
. trophies. The MVP for the junior

rsity went to Chris Yeager, a
phomore.
= |Tina Michael, senior, took home
*“ two girls awards, winning the best
.. foul shooter (70 per cent) and

rebounding leader trophies to go
- along with a captain’s trophy. The

most improved honor went to
" sophomore Shelly Leggett.

* Chris Black, a state placer in

the individual medley (sixth) and

. the 100-yard freestyle (eighth),

was named the most valuable
- swimmer. Coach Art Bucci also
. presented Black and Mark

Lowther, both seniors, with the

Coaches' Award. The same two

¥ received trophies for serving as
» co-captains.
+ The most improved swimmers
~ were Tom McDonald and Bill
. Taylor.
v Bucci also announced the co-
“- captains for the 1984-85 season,
-~ Tracy Turner and Mike Robinette
2 who will be seniors.

%' Junior Mike Mezinger won the
. MVP for Coach Al Voggenthaler's
~ wrestling team. He also won the
!’ award for the most takedowns
* and a captain’s trophy. Senior Kit
+ Sultz also received a captain's
.~award. Voggenthaler also
.z announced that Sultz had been
. named to the northwest Ohio
.. academic team by the Coaches
., Association.

“~ The most improved wrestler
~ award went to junior Todd Beatty
..while sophomore Matt Smith won
.. the most pins honor. Beatty won
%16 matches this season after
= winning only two as a sophomore.
The Coaches’ Award went to
o sophomore Rick Snyder.
~ The varsity and junior varsity
. cheerleaders were also honored
- at the program.

.4 ]
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- Bender captures
~four Ross awards

Following are the letter
winners:

BASKETBALL

Girls: first year, Michel Blue,
Diane Harms, Leggett and Denise
Wilkins; second year, Sue Gahn

and Lisa Luman; third year,
Marritt and Michael.
Boys: first year, Kovaleski,

Shawn McCarthy, Jeff Nossaman
and Ryan Smith;second year,
Bender, Dan Brudzinski, Hufford,
Mark Miesle and Simmons.

WRESTLING

First year: Andy Chambers,
Charles Hicks, John Lozano, Mike
palomo, Matt Smith, Rick Snyder,
Chris Vaffis, George Weissinger
and Bob Flahiff
(manager/trainer).

Second year: Beatty, Mezinger,
Dave Middleton, Sultz and Chris
Hull (statistician).

Third year: Melvin Clark.

SWIMMING

First year: Jim Boggs, Teresa
Gloer, Nathan Greene, Jon
LaGrou, Tom McDonald, Brian
Mowry, Paul Ochs, Julie
Randolph, Andy Scott, Taylor and
Todd Turner.

Second year: Dean Beck, Mike
Robinette, Kelly Sabiers, Lori
Smith, Tracy Turner and Heather
Winning.

Third year: Black, Lowther and
Troy Overmyer.

CHEERLEADERS
First year: Brenda Brown,
Tammy Marinis, Lori Mooney
and Monna Rodriquez.
year: Lesley Brooks, .
Colleen Gibbs, Sharon Schneider GIRLS SPECIAL award winners were, front row, left to right, Katie Marritt
and Susan Stotz. and Tina Michael and back row, Shelly Leggett and Chris Yeager.
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row, from left to right, Chris Black, Todd Beatty, Dave
Greg Bender, Chris Simmons, Chuck
Matt Smith.




