2000 Division | Sectional Tournament

News-Messenger reports

Girls tournament action kicks
off tonight, as four area teams take
the court in sectional semifinals.  regular season 14-6 overall, and

In Shelby, Fremont Ross plays took second place in the Great
Ashland in the second game of a Lakes League with a 7-3 record.
Division I sectional, with an ap- Ross has lost its last two games by
proximate starting time of 8:30 slim margins, 50-43 in double over-
p.m. Neither team is seeded. -+~ |time to Clyde, and 37-36 to Whit-

The game follows the Mansfield mer.

Madison-Sandusky game, which  Sashay Price leads Ross in scor-
starts at 6:30 p.m. The Ross-Ash- ing with 13.8 points per game, and

Girls basketball

Mansfield Senior, the sectional’s Ross outscores its opponents 49.0-

top seed on Sunday. 41.8 on average.
Tiffin Columbian is the second At Sandusky, Margaretta plays
seed Crestview at Sandusky in a Divi-

Tﬁe Little Giants finished the sion III sectional. The winner of

land winner will meet state-ranked Alison Decker chips in 10.4 ppg. day.

Girls tournament begins tonight

that game, the first of the night,
plays top-seeded, Sandusky Bay
Conference champion Huron in the
sectional title game Saturday.

Lakota and Western Reserve
meet Saturday on the other side of
the bracket.

At Old Fort, Bettsville faces New
Riegel in the first game of a Divi-
sion IV sectional. The winner of
that game faces second-seeded St.
Joseph Central Catholic on Satur-

At Norwalk, Old Fort faces top-
seeded Norwalk St. Paul in the first
game of a Division IV sectional.
The winner of that game faces Ply-
mouth on Saturday.




Strong second half sparks Ross

Little Giants i
oust Ashland

By SCOTTTAPPA
Sports editor

SHELBY — It's not al
easy to see the positive si
of foul trouble in a basketball
game 1t's kind of like rea-
ood that a sunburn is

use it eventually
into a tan.

But in Fremont Ross's 44-
36 win over Ashland on Tues-
day, foul trouble was no trou-
ble at all for the Little Giants.

With Ross starters Alison
Decker, Sashay Price and

“t hurt us, and i helped

RINER
le thl::d' were lmna on m?:mm.y

us,” W
Mansfield Senior,
the were well-rested in  gactional final at Shelby, 8:15 pm.
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's an

b Ve
othar teams and came out
with a loss, and we weren't go-
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we did, then we're done.”

Senior in the sectional final

honestly think we underrated on Saturday.

The
which will follow the%
“I p.m. Mansfield Madison-Tif-

fin Columbian matchup, is a
rematch of Senior’s 50-41 win
at the Pit on Jan, 14,
llRou wknockomhe
nremwphy

|rgtncuipln oftheyear
who sat out the teams’ ﬂm
meeting — Wolf is gol
have to get more of
drove Ross on :scor
ing from Decker,
defense.

Decker entered the game
on a hot streak, averaging
mpohm per game in the

anop-'

first quarter with nine

“Every time we had a fast

break my teammates found

me every time,” said Decker,

who also grahbed a
12 rebounds. “I

high inthe
right plaees and

just

now, Wolluid Itn'ulinr

pmumlor!wrtodothat.bo-
cause Sashay's not

shooting
- the ball real well right now.

It’s nice to have Alison back
playing like that.

T Seenoss, B3

Ross advances to sectional final

Continued from B1

“Alison’s gathering her bodﬂ
she’s not flymﬁearound as muc
and she’s at a better angle, she’s
not under the basket. Even on
defense, she's starting to read
things a lot better.”

The same could be said for the
entire Ross defense Tuesday. Af-
ter forcing just one turnover in
the second quarter, Ross forced
eight in the third quarter and 11
in the fourth, as Ashland strug-
gled to get the ball into the front-
court.

“I think when we didn’t score
a little bit, we started to press
with the basketball ourselves,”
said Ashland coach Barry For-
tune. “We may have been rush-
ing it a bit much. We didn't get
into a good rhythm in the third
quarter offensively, and that

rolled into our press break,
sometimes we attacked it too
slowly, sometimes we attacked it
too quickly.

“They didn’t win 15 ballgames
this year for nothing, they're a
good defensive basketball team,
and they turned the pressure up
a notch.”

Ross racked up 16 steals, led
by Taneshia McKinstry’s six.
Schneider had three steals,
Price, Decker and Laura Wilson
had two apiece and Fallon Bai-
ley had one.

“We took better angles, we
weren't behind the ball as
much,” Wolf said. “When we
went in (the locker room at half-
time), we stressed to get in the
passing lanes and take better an-

les, and they did a nice job of
oing it.

“In the first half, we looked
like individuals playing defense,

we weren't playing team de-
fense. At halftime, I told them,
‘We've got to play team defense,
and we’ve got to play team of-
fense. If we do it, we'll take con-
trol of the game,’ and they did a
nice job of doing that.”

As a team, Ross had a pretty
good shooting game, making 20-
of-45 field goal attempts (44.4
percent), while limiting Ashland
to 14-0f-36 shooting (38.9 per-
cent).

Behind Decker’s 19, Wilson
scored eight points for Ross,
Schneider had six, Price had
five, Bailey had four and McK-
instry had two.

Nichole Marquette scored 14
points to lead Ashland. Kelly
Witchen and Candace Kaylor
had eight points apiece, and
Christy Lohmers added six
points.




Ross set for Tygers — with Goodwin

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

When Fremont Ross
plays No. 8 Mansfield Se-
nior in a Division I sec-
tional final Saturday at
Shelby High School, it will
be the second time the Lit-
tle Giants and Tygers have
met this season.

But Ross can go ahead

and throw out the tapes of
the first game, a 50-41
Mansfield win on Jan. 14.

"me'l'ygersareabrami-

MamﬁeldeoachAndrea
Thompson did not have
Dionne Goodwin at her
disposal in the first game.
Goodwin, the District 6
player of the year, sat out

that game with a knee in-
jury, but she has since
come back to strengthen
her team.

“She’s not playing a lot
of minutes right now,
they’re still limiting her
minutes,” said Ross coach
Sue Wolf. “But she’s an
All-Ohio player, those kids
look to her for confidence,

and she’s a good player. I
really "respect her as a

Goodwin, a 6-foot senior
who averaged 13.8 points
per game this season, can
play inside or outside, but
she is not 100 percent after
her comeback.

See ROSS, B3




Ross ready for Mansfield rematch

Continued from B1

wise,”
we’ll be pretty
even. It'll come down to who'’s
better defense, and the
"goingtomakeabigdlf-

Fortune, whose team lost to
Ross 44-36 in Tuesday’s sectional
final, said Goodwin’s absence im-
proved Mansfield’s backcourt.
ot LA 4
get up and down the court,” he
, “Senior’s got a m strong
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In other , Bellevue faces
Vermilion in a Division II final at
Huron, and Oak Harbor plays
mleonmamvmmnﬂmlat

In Division III, Margaretta
g’lays Huron and Lakota plays

estern Reserve at Sandusky,
and Woodmore plays Northwood
at Maumee

In Division IV, Old Fort plays
Plymouth at Norwalk.

All menus include milk.
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Ross
drills
No.8

Thursday
Ross vs. Defiance, 8:30 p.m., district
semifinal at Hopewell-Loudon

nior could be looked at on pa-
per in one of two ways.

On one hand, the Tygers
were ranked No. 8 in the state,
had an 182 record coming in,
and had the coach’s choice for
district 6 player of the year,
Dionne Goodwin, back in the

lineup.

On the other hand, the Little
Giants have been playing real-
ly well lately, while Mansfield
had lost two of its last three

(5041) the first time the teams
met.

Asﬂtt:ysay,tlmt'swhyﬂwy

y the games.

And oh how the Little Giants
played the game. Ross started
the mewitha10-2nm,ﬁn-
174, and never let the Tygers
any closer than eight points
posting a convincing 64-42 win
ov%leMamﬁeldatShelby.

win improved Ross’s

record to 175 overall. The Lit-

tle Giants advance to the dis-

trict semifinal where they will

take on Defiance in the second

mnmmsday at Hopewell-
School.

The B coached by,
Rod Hersha, are 20-2 after de-
feating Wapakoneta 7741 and
Bowling Green 60-22, in the sec-
tional tournament.
whlmohs&smwing Alison Decker,

0 had a game-high 19 points
amurebomds.%‘shelmew

| if the Little Giants could get

out of the gate quickly, they

game.
“We knew we had to shut
mnmwnﬁghtamy,"Dedrs

See ROSS, B3




Ross rolls to sectional final win
over No. 8 Mansfield in Shelby

Continued from B1

ahead, then we knew

ve to play a catch-up
game and instead, we got ahead
and they had to try to catch up with
us, only had 13 points at the
half and that’s pretty good playing
the No. 8 team in the state, I
thought.”

Mansfield coach Andrea Thomp-
son attributed the Tygers first half
play to nervousness.

“We didn’'t show up,” said
Thompson, who's team fell to 18-3.
“I think that we
had the jitters, be-
ing our first game
of the tournament.
We had already
beaten this team |*
before, but it was- | *
n't that we under- |
estimated them.
Our girls didn’t
come to play, the
shooters  that
should have shot didn’t shoot
tonight, out man-to-man wasn’t
great, and we didn’t execute.

“It wasn’t that we didn’t have the
heart or that they didn’t want to be
there, but we didn’t execute Tyger
basketball, it’s as simple as that.”

The Tygers’ lack of execution
could also be blamed on Ross's full-
court pressure and half-court de-
fense, as the Little Giants forced
Mansfield into 16 first half
turnovers.

“Their pressure affected us,”
Thompson said. “We needed to ad-
just, we wanted people to go gleto the
middle, but it seemed like
munication thing wasn’t there
tonight. It’s like Murphy's Law,
what could possibly go wrong, went
could h:’tv:mgl:ht, thtt:estmt nt

b ight, our wasn'’t
good enough.”

Ross Coach Sue Wolf said, “I
think we played pretty good de-
fense tonight. I told them they had
to stay in front of their player and

else
er,

we would

not have to have somebody
come over and take their play:

which leaves another player open. I
told them ‘Keep them in front of
you because I know how much they
want to penetrate to the basket.’
We worked on finding your player,
B ing > g the bl Usaly we
going we go
tothenmbeforetheballevmhngts
and we don’t make contact.”
Ross guard Sashay Price played
a big role in the first half on both of-
fense and defense, as she scored
seven of her 16 points and forced
m'eral'lygerumvm'swithgood

“Itlw:ghtéaslmydidarﬁcejob

balfglgg:t " Wolf

said. “That’s what
her job is, to get
counting onherto |
gettotheballand |
shedid it.” ;

With the sicore
at 33-13 early in
(e Bt artar, WILSON
the Tygers broke out on a 10-2 run
of their own to cut the score to 35-
23, but Ross, without calling a time-
out, gota layup from Laura Wilson,
a Decker jumper, and three free
throws to stretch the lead back to
17.

“They are a young team,” Wolf
said. “We'rea yi a.v;fs?amhnmey
are a young team also. We kept our
act together, they tried hard, they
made some runs at us, but we kept
ntogether Westamdtoglveafew
stepupl?ﬁnd no, we're not going

say
to let that happen.”

You could see it on the faces of
the Ross players when they came
out of the locker room to start the

game.

“We knew what we had to come
out with to win,” Price said. “And
that’s what we did. We came out
with the attitude that they may be
ranked No. 8, but we had some-
tlug;g”topmve,andlﬂﬁnkmdﬁ

The attitude Ross conveyed on
the court and after the game was
that Mansfield may have gotten

them the first time, but they
learned from it and they were
ready to play them this time.
“Weplayedthemearliertlﬁssea-
son,” Wilson said. “We knew we
could beat them. If we could just
take charge in the , then
we knew we could beat them.”
Jumping out to the huge lead was
evmashocktotheRossplayexs
“Iwasreall " Decker
“Iﬂnoughtntwasmtobea
really close game ugh the
ooﬁame butweJustgotouton
run. We we're p y:rﬁ
agamstguyst!uswholeweek
they were pushing so hard, and
weJustcameoutandltwas
a completely different ball-
Everyone played to the best
ﬁ;;'mmm tonight and it really

Itdldshow as the Little Giants
usedabalancescomg attack —
with four of Ross’s six scorers in
doublefm and made some

when they needed
them to score 20 points in the
fwrthquarter,amiicemewin.

“I'll tell you what,” Wolf said,
“Weworkedhardallweek,wehad

anguys come in to play against

theydulamJ: of mak-
mgthek:dswork and they
knew they were prepared for the
game, We went through every-
thing, I told them before the game
started ‘You know exactly what
you have to do, we’ve worked on it,
if you go out and you try your hard-
est and we get beat, then there’s
nothing we can be ashamed of, be-
&useywkmwymwerereadyto

y this

For Ross, Price had 16 to vnth
Decker’s 10, Sam Schneider
and Wilson scored 11. Schnelderal-

.ﬂet_idownsevenboardsand

SiX.

Tyanda Hammock led the Tygers
with 14 points and seven rebounds.
Goodwin’s minutes were limited
due to the knee injury she suffered
early in the year, but she did make
the most of her time on the floor,
scoring seven points and pulling
down eight rebounds.



