1980 Class AAA Sectional Tournament



?I m“e Tiffin

Columblan Wednesday in
its first test in the Class
AAA Boys Sectional
Basketball Tournament at
Ashland College.
timeis6:30 p.m,
It will be the second
meeting of the teams this
season. In the first test at
Tiffin, the Little Giants
downed the Tornadoes 63-

'l‘he Columbian team
gained the spot opposite

Game

Ross with a 66-58 victory
over Vermilion Monday
night. Columbian had
trailed 54-50 in the contest
with only two minutes left.
In those final seconds, the
Tornadoes came up with
three steals and a turnover
to turn the game around.

When Ross and
Columbian met Jan. 19, the
Tornadoes sported only a
4-7 mark. Now, after the
sectional victory,
Columbian is 10-11.

“They have been coming
along better since we beat

them,” Ross Coach Biz
Paeth said after finding
out his team's next op-
ponent. *‘It will be tougher
the second time. Sure, we
beat them by seven the
first time, but it was not a
seven-point game.

“They played the worst
third quarter of the season
against us.”

Columbian was out-
scored by Ross 15-6 in the
cold eight minutes of the
first game and trailed 50-33
going into the final
quarter,

ge for Woodmore

“We had five guys looking to
Elmer all the time,”” Place ex-

erur
oodmore  plained.
ng since But Elmer wasn’t the only
i on Gib- Golden Bear bothered by a sub-par
shooting performance. In fact, the
Monday  entire team had a case of the ice
polinthe  hands, particularly in the first half
Class A  when Woodmore was able to run to
d Wood-  a26-18 advantage at intermission.
of it, Gibsonburg missed their first
rs out of five shots from the field and
a 60-55 couldn’t get their first bucket until
. three minutes into the first period.
birthday In that time, Woodmore had a 6-0
andthat lead.
e out on By the end of the quarter, it was
Golden  Woodmore on top 14-9. Gibsonburg
'd, went canned only four of 16 from the
30 points field in the opening quarter.
stroying More of the same was in store for
the Golden Bears in the second
stanza, as the Wildcats took ad-
p for the vantage of a two of 15 shooting
‘h Greg performance by Gibsonburg to
ne. “We jump to the halftime lead.
ice by 20 Woodmore's zone defense was
4) and I  the major reason for Gibsonburg’s
rassed.” disastrous first half. The Wildcat
amps on  zone would not give an inch of the
he burly inside court to. Gibsonburg. They
ind then were forced to shoot from the
re foul perimeter.
arter to ““They had to shoot long,” Place
to the said, ‘“and they didn’t shoot well.”
me this “When we got Clark (Paul) the
ball inside he was effective but we
ShUt off had trouble getting it to him,”
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break the game open.

But Noftz called timeout, in
serted scrappy Dan Fought at
guard and went into a man to man
full court press and on came
Gibsonburg.

Fought hit his first three shots
from downtown, (25 feet away
from the bucket) played tenacious
defense and sparked a last ditch
Gibsonburg rally that brought the
Golden Bears to within four twice.

Mario Garcia put in a layup at
the 2:25 mark, right after Fought
had hit one of his shots, and Gib-
sonburg was down 54-50. Two foul
shots by Pat Johnson and one by
Burner put Woodmore back up by
seven but a three-point play by
Elmer with 1:21 remaining closed
the gap again to four.

But Dave O’Connor hit three of
four foul shots in the next 27
seconds, Gibsonburg missed two
consecutive shots and Woodmore
had the win.

Actually it was an incredible
string of foul shots in the final
period that sealed the win for
Woodmore. In all, the Wildcats
went to the charity stripe 24 times
alone in the final period and canned
18.

At one point however, they were
14 of 16 from the line.

Gibsonburg ends its season at 7-
14, winning their last five of nine
games after being 2-10. Woodmore
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Columbian is first Ross
opponentin AAAssectional

“I think,"” Paeth con-
tinued, “that they feel
ca ableol beating us."'

e Ross coach pointed
out that the Tornadoes
started three players 6-3 on
the front line against
Vermilion, That will give
the Tornadoes a slight
height advantige against
Ross’s starting front line,

Monday, Paeth took his
team to Ashland College
for a practice session. It
was alloted for teams with
first round byes in the
tourney Ross, 12-8, got the
virtue of being
seeded second behind
Mansfield Madison (19-1).
It is the first time in more
years than many Ross fans
remember that the Little
Giants have been seeded in
atournamemt.

“We had a good practice
down there,’”’ Paeth
disclosed. ‘“You certainly
get more shots in a two-
hour practice than in a
game.

“Of course, Columbian
will not have the first game
jitters that we might face
but we are all seniors and
if we get the jitters, we
cannot do anything about
them now,’’ Paeth said.

Ross will be led on the
court by Mike Held, 6-3
senior forward, who had a
banner night in the four-
overtime,  72-70 loss to
Findlay last Friday. Held
scored 31 points and had 23
rebounds.

Gary Harms, 6-1, will be
at the other forward with
Rob Bollenbacher, 6-3, at
center. Buckeye Con-
ference assist leader Tom
Woleslagel, 5-11, and 6-0
Gregg Hedden will be at
the guards.

Jerry Ameling, 6-3, will
spell Bollenbacher while
super sub, 6-0 Randy Bury,
will be the first off the Ross
bench in giving Harms a
rest. Mike Eicher will spell
the backcourt duo.



Super Sub’ .

Bury filling the role

By BOB MARKER

N-M Sports Editor

Randy Bury is one kid
you don't let stand
around. He can pick
your pocket from a
distance and when he’s
warmed up, knock the
bottom out of a basket
with the frequency of a
heart beat.

Bury is to Fremont
Ross basketball as John
Havlicek (in his
younger years) was to
the Boston Celtics.

Bury is a country lad
who has stepped in to
snuff out zone defenses
that Ross clashes with
and with his long bombs
has helped the Little
Giants to its best
regular season in 26
years — 12-8.

Tonight, Bury, a six-
foot senior, will take his
shooting eye along with
his teammates into the
Class AAA Sectional
Tournament against
Tiffin Columbian at
Ashland College. Game
time is 6:30 p.m.

The Ross sharp-
shooter has his best
success coming off the
bench as the Little
Giants’ ‘“‘sixth man or
super sub.” He’'s started
only two games, the
first two of the year, for
the Little Giants. From
that point on, he’s been
coming in a few minutes
‘into the first period to
work his magic.

“I think it’s im-
portant,” Bury said as
he explained his role for
Coach Biz Paeth’s
charges, ‘‘coming off
the bench. If the team is

down, it’s good to come
in and pick them up.”

How? . Bury usually
launches some 20-25 foot
bombs and more often
than not, the only thing
he hits is the bottom of
the net.

He averaged 11 points
a game, 20th in the
Buckeye Conference.

“I think I can shoot
well,’”’ he said
sheepishly during a
Tuesday talk. “‘If the
shot (a long one) is
there, I feel he (Paeth)

“ wants me to take it.

“I feel that if a team
lets me stand out there
alone, I can pick them
apart,” he said and then
added proof. ‘“My best
success this season was

against Sandusky when *

they just let me shoot.”

In those two games,
he ripped the Blue
Streaks for 20 and 18
points, mostly from the
outside.

Lately, though, and
especially in the three-
game losing streak that
the Little Giants closed
the regular season with,
when opponents see
number 32 step onto the
floor, the defense
reacts. Bury is defensed
as tight as a glove.

He has been forced to
drive in for his shots
with only moderate
success. He' prefers to
do his talking from long
distance.

Bury played sparingly
last season and could
see some reason for it.
“I could not handle the
ball that well last year,”’
he admitted, “‘all I could

BURY

do was shoot.”

This season, that
(handling the ball) has
improved. It was a facet
of his game he worked
on during the summer.

+ What'’s the difference
in Ross’s season and the
5-14 mark last year?

‘“We got a couple of
good breaks at the start
of the season,” Super
Sub pointed out, ‘““and it
helped. Last year, it was
always in the back of
our minds that we were
going to lose. This year,
we have not gone on'the
floor. anytime without
feeling that we could
win the game.”

That statement
summed up Ross’s
rejuvenated basketball
fortunes and as Bury
pointed out — and it
speaks for him and his
teammates as well as
faithful Ross fans — ““it
really feels good to
win.”




Hmm
Biz Paeth can a five-minute

revival period for his Ross Little Giants
basketball mbetn( able to practice

Thursday
“Yuh." he could smile, “‘I was glad to
m:tlee Thursday rather than vote on a

The Little Giants will square off

, 174, for one of two

AAA sectional titles tonight at
Ashland College. Game time is 6:30 p.m.

Ross came from an eight-point deficit
in the third period to overtake Tiffin
Colmupbhn in '; frantic final :'l&e minutes
of the game opposne
the Minutemen. % Little Giants, 13-8
downed the Tornadoes 57-48.

“I don’t really know what the reason
was,” Paeth, fresh from his first tour-
nammtwlnunl!ouconch said as he
tried to explain his team’s lhaky start

Wednesday. ‘It may have been a
combination of possibly first game jit-

tenandlrul(nuonletlnbefonwem
going.”

Tonight, the Little Giants will have to
take the game to the Minutemen before
the team from Lexington has a chance to
take it to Ross.

““They (uxlngton) come out so
aggressive,” Paeth pointed out, “that if
we sit back, they’ll put it to us.”

Paeth has nothing but praise for hll
team'’s next test. “Lexln has a lot,’
he flatly said. “I was really lmpreued
with them.”

The Ross coaches got a first hand look
at the Minutemen during the team’s 58-
56 win over Mansfield Senior last Tues-

day.

‘““They will start two 6-4 kids and one 6-
5 on the inside,” Paeth said as he went
over the Lexlngton lineup. ‘“The first kid
off the bench is also 6-5.”

Paeth was espec ({ pressed with
the Mlnulzmen Jjunior Greg Junk and the

team’s sixth man, 6-5 senior Dan Brado.
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4ith  quarter saves Ross

lpn-l.ur
ASHLAND — Ross shook off a case of
“overanxiousness" with a 24-point final period for a

that way."
Three

Ross
Bollenbacher gave Ruu«-aleudwlth):nwpl
Columbian was never to tie or the game

Mike Held canned two mll t ““alley-oop”
off Woleslagel passes and Bury sank
straight cl nruymmm-w-amm

nmllnln&
key bucket came wllh the Little
y. With Ross

3 &

Ea
5-5: 2

e
responsible for that play. He got locullld'hln it
came off, his nose began to bleed. The way Columblan

nmnvumu »

numerous Col
numn. off lhe Inlldl Sllll Paeth pointed
went into the man-to-man, a spark

great defense but we needed some points. The
defense seemed lolumuumund

Held, who hit only one of his first nlne l.bou cum
back to d Inlltoluﬂllou Bury
while W had elght, lnclndlnu lll in I.M ﬂnll
minutes.

Little Glants, after being outrebounded 20-13 In
the first MI( came back to take wnlrnl ln lM second
half and a40-39 lead In that

Rnﬂumdupwlmﬂululmm

the line. Columbian, with Dan Felton hitting 15 and

'l‘lm Pelffer 14, hit 17 of 51 shots. The Tornadoes ended

up with 14 of 17 at the line, hitting the first 12 straight

to go with 18 straight in the first sectional game
Monday.

nmr lnd 130f 18

SCORE BY QUARTERS
6191 -4
910 14 M-85

Columblan
Ross.

COLUMBIAN r-lumt'l 15, G-mluu Pelffer 6:2-14, Kim 102,
!-nnml Winters 102, Peck 022, Culver 1:24, Bargahelser 10-2;
RosS: nmuuc,muu 8, lon-nbuamo 11,
Hedden 306, Bury 3612, Ameling 304,

‘Season records: Ross 13-4, Columblan 10-12.

Woleslagel 16
Elcher 000, ot 11

‘Freebies’ lift Genoa past Rockets

re book column fourth parlod began.
mnrked (ree throws read: the score

Genoa Coach Tom Palmerton, DenilBuehler.

again, Hallett had a look at that and Randy Gi

Saturday, March 8, 1980, The News-Messenger, Fromom, 0.83

Lexington next Ross tourne y trail foe

Hepouudmmcm.mmm
extremely well.

y
“l Mansfield
o e b e "ot et
m
e he e g Ty iy ok

Tom , a 5-10 junior guard, canned
ﬂ' ﬂrﬂ.:ld Paeth to describe
ans| rom| to
the * gmwulde and inside
play tor the Minutemen.

Brian Timberlake, 6-4 senior, al
with Junk are the men that do most
the damage inside for bexlnxton
although it was Brado coming off the
bench that rovlded the ignition

the Minutemen to get past

Mansfi

“I was Impmued with their man-to-
man defense,” Paeth continued. “It is
the best that I have seen this year.”
“I bet their coach (Dan Cooper) was'
sitting back scouting us and saying we
are pln( to have fun with that little 5-10

About how he

Paeth hinted that the defense would be
, possibly with Ross using more
man-to-man.
“l also want to see how well their
guards handle pressure,”” he added.
P.Mth offered two keys to the game

and how we execute
ehavetodomellme

offensively.
things and be patient and nep

the offense,”” he b “We
can'’t be taking shots out of position."

AAA District Tournament and play next
‘Thursday night.



CELEBRATION.

a victory bear hu,
defeated favored Lex

Bucks
win in
NCAA

TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) —
Center Herb Williams and
guard Kelvin Ransey
teamed for 50 points to lead
Ohio State over Arizona
State 89-75.

“I think three people in
Rtrucnllr — Kelvin

f' Williams

Jim Eulnynlulen -
hld excellent games f
us,” uid Buekeye Coaeh
Eldon M

Mked to assess the
UCLA Bruins’ 77-71 uj

fine pul}'erl < Ohlo State
ays
ursday
playoff roun
A disappointed Ned Wulk

said the Buckeyes
“‘thoroughly outplayed'
Sun

“I just thought Ohio

Tucson
in lhe next
d.

us from gettin,

of our game plan. We got

no momentum what-
er.”

The Buckeyes, 21-7, will
face UCLA, and Lamar, 22-
10, will meet Clemson, 22-8,
in Tucson ay.

More on NCAA
on page 21

Mike Held,
grabs Ross teammate Gary Harms in
after Ross

gn 59-56 in
the finals of the Ashland College Class

AAA Sectional Basketball Tour-
nament Saturday. The Little Giants
now advance to the district tour-
nament against Marion Harding
‘Thursday at Bowling Green.

left,

of Ross looks for a place to

ROB BOLLENBACHER

pass during first half action of the sectional Class
AAA tournament at Ashland Saturday. Bollen-
bacher hit the bucket that put Ross ahead for good
in the final period.

Ross: atitle
‘The Little Giants can count the times on one
hand that the purple and white have been in a

and a w in the Cl; ict Tour-
- mndly at Bowling Gm State
v

ersil
The Little Glants w\ll play a familiar foe —
Marion Harding, u winner over
Wapakoneta Sat unhy in the sectional at
Lima. Ross and the Presidents have met twice
this season with Ross winning both times.
Saturday at Ashland College, Ross's star-
dunvelndmummmmtumhan
the hero roles. All seven scored with
Mike Held's steady 13 pacing the lnd
‘Tom Woleslagel's gutsy pln{ 9
However, it was Ji Lf {
of the night that (unGlnulﬂr
:he five mlnuul ol the game, the key

£

yst that forced
lnxlngum into a palr of turnovers and a pair
of timeouts in the next three mi

The Minutemen never did quite
attack r after that tip-in. A hucnt by
Don Br: Ilhlulophycullloulludw

Ross district
ticket sales

Tickets for the Ross
vs. Marion Harding
Class AAA District

Tournament
at Bowling Green State
University are on sale at
Tremper’s.

Tickets are $2.50 for
adults and $1.50 for
students. All tickets at
the Andemn Arena

Rocl omellll sald
that the school has 2,500
tickets to sell. The
tickets will be on sale
through Thursday.

The Little Giants and
Presidents play at 7:30
p.m. Tht y.

News- flessenger

ports
news

Little
Giants
medley
is 12th

CANTON —
medley relay team
finished 12th in the Ohio
High School State Swim
Meet Saturday. .

The team of Dave
Brian Beck,
and John

a1:433

Sanna,

‘““The top ‘seven
teams,” Ross coach Art

JERRY ING
trying to come up with the ball during a scramble
with three Lexington players during the first

A puff on a victory cigar

Monday, March 10, 1980, The News-Messenger, Fremont, O, 19

Ross wins sectional title!

50-48 but Woleslagel, left alone at the top of the
e!rcle drilled it to put Ross up 52-48 wn:eomﬁ

|roune|h.rvnby1’oml(ynbmm
inutemen lhln two at the

I(y"hllmmlndmvll(h mmm

canned two freebles and Ross
lwr- cushion.
's 6-5 center Greg Junk hit his
of the second half with 14 seconds
to plny but Woleslagel c: two more foul
shots vmh seven seconds to play to put Ross

e was not over, though.

He , trying to get out of Kyff's road was
called lwr a blocking foul with three ticks of
the clock remaining. Kyff hit both ends of the
one and one to bring the Minutemen back to
within two.

Hedden, who hit five of six free throws in the
final ellhl minutes, was fouled deliberately by
Tony Browning on the toss-in. The 6-0 Ross
senior calmly hit the first free throw, missed
the bultbeumewuhmoryn the
Little Giants were in the district tournament.

Down the stretch, Held with his rebounding
and a pair of third period buckets, Gary
Harms with six third period points, and
Bollenbacher with the bucket that gave Ross
the lead for good at 46-45 with five and one-half
minutes to play in the game, all the Little
Giants played recklessly but controlled.

Using a tight “‘2-3" zone after opening in a

the Little Giants took
inside game away in the
well was the Ross zone disguised, it

half.

of Ross reaches down while

was entrusted with transporting

quwd to be a mantoman and the
Muma tried to play it like that many

l\ou trailed throughout the first half and
seven and one-half minutes of the third period.
Lexington led by eight on several occasions,
lhellﬂlntheﬂmhlllvlllhlhehllloﬂm
half lead seven on four occasions.

Down 39-32 in the third period, Ross ran In
its first lead vllll\ el;hl l(rlllhl polnu
bucket by Held g the lead with 34
seconds remnnlnl ln lhe third period.
mn:;er, tralled 4241 going iInto the ﬂnll
period.

‘The Little Glants hit five of 10 in the final
period from the field while Lexington had
three of nine. Ross hit nine of a dozen charity
tosses in the final eight minutes.

Ross hit 22 of 50 shots and 15 of 21 from the
line. Lexington, with Brian Timberlake's 18
points taking game honors, was 22 of 46 and 12
ol 15 lmm the line. Lexington also conlmlkd

29 but Ross oul nded the
TnllerMInulcvm-n 17-11 in the {inal half.

The Little Giants committed only eight
turnovers while forcing the Minutemen into 18
glveaways.

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Ross 1301 16 -8
Lexington 15 4 12 5-%
RING
IO&\ Neld 5313, Harms 4149, Bollenbacher 304,
oleslagel 4-4-12, Bury 5010, Ameling 102,

u:xl TON: Junk 42 10, Timberlake 7-4-18, Hutfman
408, Brado 11 3, Kyl 4412, Browning 2-1-5; (otals 2212

‘Season records: Ross 148, Lexington 184,

period. Greg Junk (44) of the Minutemen tries to
get a hand in on the action.
photos by George Lundskow )

(News-Messenger

Tom Woleslagel, who came

Buccl lporllng a new
chr dome’
haircut, “llnuhed in
1:39 or lower. All seven
of those teams could be
named ‘all-America.’ "
Bucci, who promised
his swimmers if any of
them finished in the

12 they could shave his
head, lol his haircut
Saturd:

Buccl palnusd out that
in the medley race, if it
had not been for electric
timing, the naked eye
judgment would have
been a three-way tie for

The mmpelmon was
unreal,” “‘We
had good swlml and for
our juniors, they got a
taste of what has to be
done for next year.”

essenger
ASHLAND — Something was
wrong.
Norm “Biz"" Paeth was being a
ite.
‘ooden, the “Wizard of

titles is Paeth's hero but the Ross
coach was mimicking Red Auer-
bach, the coach who took the
Boston Celtics to all those vrorld
professional basketball crowns.

But here was Paeth, a non-
smoker, puffing on a stogie that
would rival any that Auerbach ever
put the match to in the final
minutes of another Celtic win.

‘The impression would have been

graded 100 percent but Paeth’'s
llce twisted up, turned a shade of
red, then bordered on green while a
couvi shook all the color from his
face. John Wooden was his hero
again.

the stogle to the game. It was the
elder Woleslagel who thrust the
cigar into Paeth’s face and touched
the flame to it.

Paeth’s puffing was just a part of
the celebration in the Ross locker
room. The cigar was a part of the
sweetest victory that the Little
Glants have realized in several

years.
“'ll tell you guys,” Paeth said to

his team, *‘I've won sectional titles

be!are, but this one was the most

(:emng back to that cigar, Paeth

offered it to members of the team
— one puff only. A couple went
through the act of a puff but there
wu no smoke passing through the

ips on the exhale. They knew the

leuul qualifies of that stogie by the
look on their coach’s mug.

Paeth, once the smoke cleared
was estatic.

“I've never been so happy,”

through with the chips down with
his four free throws and a long
Jjumber for a bucket was nearly
wordless.

“I don't know what It was,” he
laughed while talking about his
cluteh free throws, “I just took a
deep breath. I never have been so

happy.""

Rob Bollenbacher, a lefthander,
hit the bucket that gave Ross the
lead for good with 5:30 to play. The
odd thing about it was that he drove
right for the key bucket. He never
thought about the move, though

“I just took off for the hole,” he
,““and put it up lefthanded

Paeth was not al a loss for giving
credit for Ross's tight ‘2-3" zone.
The defense was especlally
devastating to Lexington in the
second half, taking away all of the
Mlnuu'ml n's Inside game

“Tim ttorini  (Ross junior
varsity coach) and Tim Price (a




