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Redskins slips past Ross

Bodager’s tosses seal win

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer
When the chi
Tom Bodager let his kid do the
i Bodag, of the Port
ason er, son e Poj
Clinton coach, hit two free
throws with 12 seconds remain-
and the Redskins survived a
of Ross bombs for a 55-54
school boys basketball win
Friday night in the Redskins’

teepee.
Port Clinton is 2-0 and Ross 0-

1.

“When I put him in,” the Port
Clinton coach recalled, *“I said,
‘Jay, can you make the foul
shots?"”

- He did, and Dad was walking
around on cloud nine.

‘“‘Again, any kid in that situa-
tion ... it’s a tough place to be,”
Bodager said, ‘‘and you want
them to respond.”

Jason, Jay to his folks, had
three first half ginta, canned a
three-pointer in the third quarter
and sank the key free throws to
put the Redskins up 55-51. That
was enough as Port Clinton sur-
vived a pair of back-to-back
three-pointers in the final minute
by Ross’s Adam Bulger. )

Bulger’s first long bomb came
from NBA three-point length,
cutting Port Clinton’s advantage
to 53-51 with 20 seconds remain-
ing. His second, also from nearly
23 feet out, came with seven sec-
onds re 3

On the inbounds pass, Port
Clinton survived a wild scramble
in which two Little Giants
touched the ball but could not get
control.

“We had our chance to win it
at the end,” Ross Coach Pat Mc-
Ghee said, but pointed out that
his team, ‘‘missed too many
easy shots.”

Some of those easy shots came

were down,

from the foul line, where the Gi-
ants were six of 17.
alaart i e
e )

tlng seven points Nice ﬁm
and hitting nine of 18 shots for a
19-10 lead. Less than a minute
into the second quarter, Ross led
20-10 but the wheels began to
come off at that point.

What was f for Ross in
the first eight minutes, would not
fall in the final 24. What was

in the first quarter,

began go in for the kins.
ill Wight, a lanky 6-9 senior,
canned eight second quarter
points on his way to a game-high
18, and the Redskins went past
Ross 28-27 on Eric Rumball’s
lay-in with 1:16 remaining in the
half. Ross never led again but
tied the e 48-48 with 1:54 to
play on Brad Hammer’s second

thr inter.
Wight's free throw 18 seconds
later put Port Clinton ahead

again. :

Port Clinton’s est lead was
nine points, late the third
quarter.

“We could have folded when
we got nine down,” McGhee
said, ‘“‘but we played hard all
night. I am pleased with the ef-
fort but we just missed a lot of
shots from within 15 feet and
those are shots we are capable of

making.

“These kids will learn from
this and will come back tomor-
row (tonight against Bowling
Gx;gen at Fremont),” McGhee
sa

“My guys did not let up,” Bod-
ager said while soundﬁlg like
McGhee, ‘“‘even when they got
down by nine.

“Bill Wight did a grat job for
us. That was a whale of a

. XV

P

v YivS 2

P &
k4

3

News-Messenger/Terry Reimer
MIKE WOLFE of Ross finds his path to the basket blocked by
Bill Wight of Port Clinton during the Redskins victory over the
Little Giants Friday night.
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Ross enters
new territory

Little Giants first in BCC

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

It was a learning experience
l%b‘l:m. and Lancaster had no
alibls,

The Little Glants found thems-
selves in a dublous position atop
the Buckeye Central Conference
basketball standings after knock-

off Lancaster 54-48 at Ross
High School Friday night,
2-0 in the BCC, has a
half-game lead over Newark, 1-0.
The Golden Gales slipped to 3-4,
0-1. It is one of the few times in
Ross basketball history that the
Little Giants have led a confer-
ence race.

Against Lancaster, Ross ap-
peared to be on its way to a
romp, leading by as many as 18
points late in the third c‘unrter.

The Little Giants built the bi
lead with a balanced attacl
throughout the contest.

Kevin Crawford scored six
first quarter points as Ross led
13-8. Arlo Brown came off the
bench to score eight second pe-
riod points and the Little Giants
led 32-17 at halftime.

Although Mike McGee tossed
in six points in the third quarter,
the Ross lead was reduced to 44-
32 after three quarters. Nick
Hall scored eiﬂlt of his game-
high 19 points in the final quar-
ter.

“It was very unselfish out
tl;tla;e," Ross Coach Pat McGhee
said.

Adam Bulger’s bucket with
two minutes remaining in the
third quarter put Ross up 42-24
before Lancaster began to claw
its way back.

“We weren’t playing well in
the first half,” Lancaster Coach
Tim Shumaker said. ‘“‘We

changed a few at the half
but we just 'plnyod er in the

con !

McGhee saild the clrcum-
stances were strange for the
Little Giants,

“It was a new situation,” he
sald. “(The Giants) have never

- played with a lead like that,

“We moved the ball well (to
build the big lead). The players
without the ball were moving.
Once we got organized, the of-
fense worked well.”

Shumaker was troubled by
some officiating calls and at one
time, fl his tie to the floor.
But he refused to lay blame on
the men in stripes.

“You can alibi about the offi-
ciating and about the long trip,”
he said, “but they would just be
alibis.”

While Shumaker felt his
team’s stronger effort got the
?ame close, McGhee thought dif-
erent.

“I think it was more of case of
we got a little tentative toward
the end of the third quarter,”
McGhee said. “We were not ex-
ecuting.”

Lancaster cut the Ross lead to
50-46 on Jon Holland’s bucket
with 1:50 left to play.

Hall hit a pair free throws be-
fore Steve Gellerstedt tipped in a
missed shot with less than 25
seconds remaining. Brad Ham-
mer sealed the Ross win with a
paif of free throws with 12 Sec-
onds left.

Defensively, McGhee said a

uartet of defenders —McGee,

rawford, Bulger and Tracy
Hufford — hampered the efforts
of Tim Woodward, the Gales’ top
scorer. The 6-4 senior finished
with 13, the same as Holland.

News-Messenger/Chris Walker

NICK HALL (33) of Ross gets off a shot over Eric Lockhart of
Lancaster.
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By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

TOLEDO - Pat McGhee saw
ething that he

the Northwest Ohio Holiday Prep
Classic at Centennial Hall.
The comeback was dra-

matic:

(1 It featured a Ross defensive
effort that held Whitmer to three
baskets and 16 shots in the final
16 minutes;

”ltclmwlﬂunapolntof
ernslng a 19-point halftime defi-

It featured four three-points

o It softened McGhee's think-
ing of comeback effort.

“Actually, it does mean some-
thing,” McGhee said, “It showed
that we can play with this type
of team. It showed us that
you have to be ready to play in
the first hal! against teams of
this caliber.’

Whitmer, with 6-5 Craig Mi-
chaelis tossing in 14 points, bul-
%oddlta way to a 36-17 halftime
ead.

‘“Then we went into our Dr. Je-
kyll and Mr. iy;de syndrome,”
Panthers Coach Rick Kaifas
said. “We preach team conce,
but the ‘me stuff' came out
the second half.

“I feel that halr ed well
(in the second
said, “‘and we played sloy y."

Mike Wolfe came off the bench
to pace the Ross second half
charge. The 6-7 senior scored 10
points in the third quarter, and
coupled with the defensive effort,
had Kaifas mumbling.

“Getting a basket?,” Kaifas
responded when asked if he won-
dered when his team would get
the elusive bucket, “I was won-
dﬁring if we would ever get a
shot.”

“In the first half, we did have
a very good shot selection,” Mec-
Ghee said, “we seemed to be
tentatlve but in the second half,

layed the of ball of
whic we are capable.”

Ross choj the Whitmer
lead to 44-32 after three quarters.

The News-Messenger, Fremont, Ohio, Wednesda

News-Messenger/Terry Reimer

NICK HALL (33) of Ross goes up for a shot be-  Mark Szlachcic during second half action Tues-
tween Whitmer defenders Pat Murphy (12) and  day at Centennial Hall.

, December 23, 1987 "™

Whitmer foils Ross comeback 57-52

FT_igers claw
Bettsville

Nww‘unnw Reports

TOLEDO - Holgate out-
scored Bettsville 18-8 in the
first six minutes of the second
half and went on to defeat the
Bobeats 72-46 Tuesday night
at Centennial Hall.

The Bobcats' loss, the fifth
against two victories, dropped
them into the Class A consola-
tion game of the Northwest
Ohio Holiday Prep Classic.
Bettsville will play Liberty
Center, a 7973 loser to Ottawa
Hills in the other A game
Tuesday, at 3 p.m. today.

The Tigers, 6-1, led 30-22 at
the half but after the early
second half spurt, had a 48-30
advantage. The lead never
dipped below 15 from that
point.

Troy Mendizabal scored 26
points, includlnil four three-
point shots, and Holgate team-
mate Jeremy Stober added 18.
Mike Gustwiller and Adolf Ca-
sillas scored 12 and 10, respec-
tively, giving Holgate a
quartet of double figure
scorers.

The ball-hawking Holgate
defense forced 24 Bettsville
turnovers and limited the
Bobcats to 41 shots.

Eric McNutt had 15 points
and Hank Hielman 10 for
Bettsville. Ron Wise added
nine.

Gibsonburg
bulls over
Elmwood

News-Messenger Reports
Gibsonburg bounced back from
int loss to Wayne Trace
last Sat with a 74-62 Subur-
ban Lakes League victory over
Elmwood Tuesday night.
Steve Cantrell led the Golden
Bears with 20 points and 11 re-

haunds Waith Tanae and Ian















Ross dismantles
Woodward 79-70

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer
It was a day and “one-half"
T.

“That hasn’t happened in some
time,” Ross S
basketball coach Pat McGhee
said after his team dismantled

ToledomWoodwgrod;' 7970 'l‘use::ayi
night High School
gymnasium,

Ironlcally he was not refer-
to his team's win — he
have because the victory

ended a three-game losing skid
— but instead to a 50 day for
Fremont school system boys bas-
ketball teams.

“The seventh, eighth, ninth
and reserves won,” he said as
his smile reflected his team’s
verdict.

Ross shook off 14 first half
turnovers with a sharp
game and just four second half
iveaways while winning for the

urth time in eight games.

Twelve Little Giants players
ﬁhyed and 10 scored as Ross

anded the punchleas Polar
Bears their ninth loss in 10

“I thlnk our jgame was
the key to the " McGhee
said. “We were dlng the open

man and hitting him no matter
who it was.

“In the third quarter we

ed them to a stalemate.

y the type of ball, I

%th:s you call it street ball or

le where they want to

gl::nmnlng but we did not let

It was Ross that dictated
icy in the final eight min
pouring in 30 points, the

unélo?ﬁed with the

e
was a trio of Jiiﬁ':“ m
scorers: Mike Wolfe with a ca-
reer-high 14, first-time starter
Arlo Brown with 10 and Adam
Bulger with 10. Toss in nine gt’;

arrin Critchet, who came

the bench, and eight apiece b
Brad Hammer and Nick Hall,
and Ross won going away. Scott
Nossaman'’s looplng three-
pointer as time ran out was icing
on the cake.

The blggect Ross lead of the
night was the final score. The
Little Glanu led 175 after one
quarter axl:l rode seven of eight

the second
for a 36-21 halftime lead. twu
49-35 at the third period stop.
mmmom-hou 25 of

38 free throws. The Little Giants
had a 39-29 rebounding advan-
tage.

Corey Allison led Woodward
with 17 points. Ron Darden had
11. The Polar Bears made just 19
of 52 shots over the Ross 2-3 zone
and man-to-man defenses.

In the junior varsity game,

usf xle; n
Shane McConne! y mr) h
Brickner 10 for Rnu

News-Messenger/Chris Walker
Il action at Ross High

d half boys

ADAM BULGER (23) of Ross attempts to get the
School Tuesday.

ball around Justin Jackson of Woodward during






Ross gets
needed
road win

News-Messenger reports

Arlo Brown’s two free throws
with 10 seconds remaining sealed
Ross’s 39-37 victory over Toledo
St. Francis Saturday night.

The win raised the Little Gi-
ants’ record to 5-4.

In other games Saturday, St.
Joe was upset by Mohawk 62-49
Lakota knocked off New Riegel

Gibsonburg downed Old
Fort 64459 Edison rised Oak
Harbor 69-47 Por
tripped Perkins 83-78, Huron
stopped Margaretta 57-42,
Bettsville lost to Arcadia 69-55
and Sandusky topped Bellevue
79-76.

“This was a good one for us,”
Ross Coach Pat McGhee said,
‘“‘because it was nice that we
were able to win a close one on
the road. We lost at Port Clinton
(55-54) and a close one at Cen-
tennlal Hall (to Whitmer 57-52)."”

in the dark St. Fmﬁe:s

ﬁm'team was flexlbte enough to
adapt to the slow-down play of
the Knights.

“We much bigger than they

were,” he pointed out, “and we

were sagging in because we
wanted them to shoot from the
perimeter. They didn’t want to
shoot from there so they were
taking 40 seconds or more to
shoot.”

Ross trailed 21-20 at the half
but led 31-30 after three quar-
ters. The Little Giants never tra-
iled by more than four but did
not lead by any more than three.

After Brown’s free throws,
Ross led 39-35. St. Francis hit a
bucket at the buzzer. Ross was
four of five at the foul line in the
last quarter and 17 of 26 for the
game. Ross made seven of 15
field goal attempts in the final 16
:mnutes and 11 of 37 in the con-
est

all scorers. Brown and Mike
Wolfe added eight apiece. Gary
Blanton led St. Francis with
eight points.

Clinten .

Nick Hall had 10 points to lead

Ross 39, St. Francis 37

Score by quarters
Ross 5 10 10 10 9—39
St. Francis 8 12 8 837

W—Dcrh Critchet 0-1-1, Brad Hammer

mm »z.
L R

Rob Reams 14»2.
ut,momnu-w Baker 1
%H-‘l Womak 1-1-3, armuymm

3-point
M’r:ﬂeaﬁ Ross 54, St. Francis 446.

S. Francis JVs 62, Ross 51

Score by quarters
Ross ¥ 1312 7-8
St. Francis i1 82 -6
ROSS — Todd Clark , Justin Z15,

ST. r&g‘a“nas Dtxzt’llulﬂ Jom &7-17,
2-248, mm?u, Palicki 3-8-14, totals



)thtle Gaants will be tested
by Zanesville, and Howe

By BOB MARK The ha -

~ Staft writer = amongontll{shadera iussists. ers” W vesuplay
~ When the points were taken off
) mamoconmnw '

Gtamx,
v in final are comingofftheirhighand
eye Central Conference football he is a good offensive player. low points of the season and the
has moved inside and ‘“He scores a lot ints off Ross coach is smiling about

to t:mmq basketball to strut their fast break,” McGhee said, both. A week ago Tuesday, Ross
his stuff this winter. ~“and the fast break is one thing outscored Tol Woodward, 79-
‘l‘hll-l—gtwolndusfmn we have to take away from 50 and came back on Saturday to

his listed  in football — se-  them. nip Toledo St. Francis 39-37.
nlorwlngpm,leadstheBCC “We have to rebound well, and 79 is the high and 39, the fewest
in scoring nearly 21 defensively, we have to slow mtsnoshasscmdmgames
g:o&grmhinﬂwml in season

them down
goal Along with Howe, Zanesville is “I think those

shooting throw accu- expected to start Martin Scanlon  character,” McGhee sam "plus
ug“ : and'roddwmtemn bothl-z,at flexibility. A good team has to
is also in the top five in  the gl: y a variety of styles. It has to
rebounds and, on the dubious Howeand'rroy'r 0{ able to run some time and
side, leads the BCC in turnovers. 230, in the middle. also be able to play half-court.
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Ross boys look for consistency

By BOB MARKER
Statf writer ‘

It may not be a crucial point, but this week-
end is important to the Ross High School boys
basketball team.

The Little Giants are at a low point. Losers of
three straight, Ross has slumped to 57 and
gzred below the .500 mark in the Buckeye Cen-

Conference race with a 2-3 mark.

Friday, Newark visits Fremont and on Satur-
day, Ross travels to Tiffin Columbian.

“We have lost thee games to tough oppo-
nents,” Ross Coach Pat McGhee said, ‘‘and in
each one, we had a chance to win. You can say
we ltmtr:w ngt come up with the big play at the

e latest loss was to Marion Harding 62-53, a
fame in which Ross trailed by 13, then rallied to
?d by three before faltering in the final min-
utes.

“I think this weekend is important,” McGhee

said, “in that we have to play more con-
sistently. I after 12 games, we are close to
getting there.

“Our biggest problem has been the lack of in-
dividual sco: other than Hall (Nick),” the

Ross coach said. “We have to get three or four
people in double figures.”

e Little Giants have also been plagued
“less than inte
defensively McGhee said.

ent play” both offensively and

“We have been giving the ball up too easily on
offense, and on defense, we have been fouling
too much,” he said. “A lot of the fouls have
been positioning fouls. It's nothing that hard
work and h won’t cure. ;

“Really, I we are close to becoming a
ignood etﬁam, but right now we are just not play-

w ."

cGhee admitted that he and his coa
staff have been looking at new combinations o
pll:yers, including a couple of junior varsity
players.

One in particular is freshman Todd Clark.

“Het stliloplay IJV ball, " tomepuy huhl;l.(“l
am not go say I am g on
the vnrugltymfevel) Kecause ?fmfdm‘t, I think it
would be harder on him than on me."”

Instead, McGhee’s likely lineup will have four
uniors and a senior. Mike McGee, Adam

ulger, Brad Hammer and Arlos Brown are the
juniors and Hall, owner of a 16-points-per-game
average, is the senior.

“I have not given up on the seniors,” McGee
?a‘l,d. ““but they have to step forward and do the
o ."

Friday, Newark’s attack will feature Ohio’s
“Mr. Football'* Buster Howe, who recently ag-
reed verbally to attend The Ohio State Univer-
sity. Howe is second in the conference in scoring
for Newark, 9-5, 2-2.

Saturday’s opponent, Columbian, is 8-4.

By CLIFF PINCKARD
Staff Writer

, but instead he was
mﬂm‘l& even though his Ross
gh School boys basketball
team had lost its fourth straight

game,

Moments after Buckeye
Central Conference foe
Zanesville stop) the Little
g?nu MI.‘%“M mm {lelt

ame some ve
res}:,guorﬂauam. e

“I'm i pleased
club,” McGhee said. ‘“We had a
super crowd, the kids hustled,
and we improved from last

week.

With all the positive uﬁoc'.s
though, the Little Giants still fell
short in a game that seemed to
go their way early. In the first
auarur, Giants guard Brad

poured in eight points

to ﬂe Ross a 14-12 advantage.
topped a trio of

points.

and Arlo Brown 10.

The Little Giants’ good

Pat McGhee could have been of
downcast,

Devils overtake Ross L/

fortunes continued in the second

for a 29-24 halftime lead.
“We're a young ball club, We

have one or two runs a game

where we get impatient and we

to score too man

Blue Devils Coa

said. “And our shot selection

was poor tonight.”

Zanesville came out shooﬂmns
rly in the third quarter,
m had the opportunity to
increase its lead. But the Little

Giants failed to convert f

numerous  Zanesville turnovers
into points, and the Devils were
back in the game.

. Gacraaile Sogse 1 foecs
press, orce
mistakes by Ross, and behind
Martin Scanlon and Todd
Whiteman, the Devils took a 42-
39 lead going into the final

quarter,
Whiteman finished with a

S38eq 15 and Buster Howe had

12 for the Blue i
“We didn’t play as well in the

kes m'. little tentative. They came

points,””
ch Bob Ream half,

third
other

a lot more aggressive and we
needed to mpgnd with that

same on.

“We.gnﬂ::d some offensive and
second half,” Ream said.

In the fourth quarter
Whiteman and Scanlon continued
to lead the Devils. Whiteman
S oy S T

7 ade away

rom the line. He finished
with 18 points and Scanlon had
13

Zanesville led 48-41 lead with
rallied. McGee hit two field
goals, and with Bulger
controlling the offensive boards,
Ross closed to 52-51 with 1:30 |

The Blue Devils went into a
and by the time reacted

See ROSS, Page B-3  against Zanesville at Ross High School Friday.

News.Messenger/Chris Walker

ADAM BULGER of Ross goes up to tip in a fourth quarter shot












Old BC rival Sandusky next for Little Giants

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

If Ross blinks Saturday night,
it may miss something.

The Little Giants, 6-8, will take
on former Buckeye Conference
rival Sendusky 9-4, after havlng
an off-night evenlng

mng benefit Ross when the
speedy Blue Streaks run into the

gym,
“They are quick,” Ross boys
basketball Coach Pat McGhee

zone defense,” the Ross coach
said. “We will try to make them
shoot from outside and then keep
them off the boards.”

Chuck Hathorn and Shawn
Nickelson average approxi-
mately 15 and 16 points, respec-
tively, for Sandusky according to
the Ross coach.

“Those two are primarily
side people,” McGhee said, "but
they play a lot of people. They
play alot while trying to wear

girls team has a 1

to working on a whole game
plan. Today, we have to review
end then play it Saturday.”

The game is the first of three
in seven days for Ross. Tuesday,
The Little Giants host Oregon
Clay and travel to Marion for a
Saturday date with Harding.

Saturday afternoon, the Ross
.m. game at
Zanesville, 12-5 and 5-1 in Buck-
eye Central Conference play.
Ross is 2-13 and 16 in BCC
games. Zanesville defeated Ross

behind teammate Shelley He-
trick’s 10.9 ppg. Schep! is
third and Cindy Laird fourth in
rebounding with 7.9 and 6.4, re-
spectively, averages

Hetrick leads in three-point
goal accuracy with nine of 14 for
64 percent. Point guard Kim
Borys leads in assists with
slightly over four per game.
Shannon Watts is third in assists
with 2.3 per game.

In boys stats, Ross is second
defensively, permtttlng 57 points

said. “Maybe qutcker than they you down with full court pres-
have been in the past.” sure and the fast break. 46-41 Dec. 29. per game and is third in offense
Otherwise b! and a Blue “We cannot let them run the ROSS NOTES: In BCC stats, with 56.6 per contest.
Streak could be past a Little Gi- fast break and we have to avoid the Ross girls rank fifth offen- Individually, Nick Hall is 6th
ants. turning the ball over on the sively with 40.7 points per game and Adam Bulger seventh in
Added to the quickness factor " McGhee said. but hold down second de- field goal accuracy with 50 and
is Sandusky a number The Little Giants lost a couple fensviely, permitting 49 per con- 49 percent, respectively. Hall is
of good a McGhee said.  of practices because of weather test. ninth in free throw shooting with
i they put five guys on the this week and McGhee has had Individually, AmﬂlSch 70 percent third in scoring with
floor,” McGhee said, “I think to alter his plans for Sandusky. seventh in twoxo t field goal 16.7 per game and fifth in re-
they all can dunk it.” “Tt cuts down on the things you and free throw shooting, making  boun with 7.3 per game.
But Sandusky’s quickness may  are trying to prepare for,” the 55 of 138 from the floor for 40 per Brad Hammer is fifth in three-
Ross coach explained. “You cent and 43 of 74 foul shots for 58 point goal shooting, making 37

dictate what defense McGhee's

team uses.
“I look for us to play more youdo

have to pick one or two and hope
em all right as opposed

scoring with

percent. Schei)ﬂin is eighth in
0.2 average,

percent of his long-distance at-
tempts.

Second half defensive spurts
help Sandusky stop Ross

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

John Schlessman was not
happy with his team’s defense
but Sandusky played well enough
in streaks to hand Fremont Ross
a 6962 high school boys basket-
ball defeat Saturday at Ross
High School.

“We were not putting enough
pressure on the ball in the first
half,”” Schlessman, the Sandusky
Coach said even though his team
walked off with a 39-24 halftime
lead, the last three points on a
bucket by Chadd Green at the
buzzer.

Sandusky’s defense played

well in two spurts in the second
half, both during the early stages

- of the final two quarters.

At the beginning of the third
quarter, the Sandusky defense,
along with several missed oppor-
tunities on offensive rebounds by
Ross, turned the game toward
the Blue Streaks.

“They (Sandusky’s defense)
turned it up a notch,” Ross
Coach Pat McGhee said about
the first 3%2 minutes of the third
uarter. “That forced us into

uick timeout. Then,
au'ee layups off offen-

sxve rebounds i
Sandusky forced three Ross

turnovers while jum ing to a 45-
36 lead. The Little Giants did not
get a field goal until Adam Bulg-
er’s bucket at the 4:40 mark.

Ross rallied for a 51-51 tie on
Brad Hammer'’s tip-in off a
missed free throw by Nick Hall
late in the quarter but Sean
Nickelson’s rebound basket at
the buzzer put the Blue Streaks
up 53-51. Sandusky never lost the
lead after that.

In the fourth quarter, the Blue
Streaks defense forced a pair of
Ross turnovers helping them to a
62-54 advantage with 3:20 to

See ROSS, Page B-3









Clay shakes Ross in two Ts

By BOB MARKER
Staff writer

Ross boys basketball coach
Pat McGhee was more con-
cerned with his team’s lack of
emotion than in Tuesday’'s 78-67
double overtime loss to Oregon
Cl_ﬁ at Ross High School.

e Little Ghnu, trailing 59-44
less than two mlnutes re-
malnl.ng in regulation, used a
barrage of three-point goals to
catch the Eagles at 60 with flve
seconds remaining, sending th
game into overtime.

“I am more disappointed in
the way we played overall; were
were mlss the emotional el-
ement,’ hee said after his
them fell :.g o-l:i(:h “I am

way the i
end, coming back Yll:e
the fact is, if we had played to
our potential, we would not have
been in that situation.”

Brad Hammer led the Little
Giants’ frantic final minutes, hit-
~ ting a trio of three-pointers in
| the span. The Ross junior made
five of six three-point attempts
in the period while scoring 17 of
his 31 mlnu but it was Ham-
mer’s shortest shot of the quar-
ter that got Ross into overtime.

Hammer’s rebound bucket off
Tracy Hufford’s missed la&ues
with six seconds remaining
it at 60-60. Hufford had stolen the
ball from Clay’s Marc Strickland
near the top of the key but
missed the driving layup.

The Ross comeback was ig-
nited by Hammer’s ter
with just under two minutes left,

the deficit to 59-47. There
were 52 seconds left when Kevin
Crawford launched a three-
pointer to make it 59-50.

After a Clay timeout, the Ross
defense forced two turnovers and
Hammer nailed three-pointers,
the last with 34 seconds left, cut-
ting the Clay lead to 59-56.

Jim Cox hit one of two free
throws, pi Ross down by
four wlth a -minute to M
but the Little Giants’ Nick
drove the lane for two with 18
seconds left. On the toss-in, Huf-
ford came up with his steal and
Hammer hit the tip.

“When we got a 12 to 14-point
led, I wanted to sub,” Clay
Coach Doug Difpman said “but
we had a couple tough calls g0
against us, then they hit the
three-pointers and we lost the
ball a couple of times against the

press. ”
Add that up and Ross scored 16
ints in the final two minutes
cluding 13 in the final 52 sec-

onds.

Ross had its chances of win-
ning in the first overtime. Hall
made two of four free throws for

a 62-60 lead but John Valentine's

bucket brought Clay even with a
half- minute“f

Hufford missed a shot with 20
seconds left but Clay’s Jeff Ladd
was called for charging under
the Eagles basket. Ross got pos-
session with 11 seconds to score
pod gl e B grea
clock malfunctioned,
20seconds Ross had to bring the

ball downcourt eagaln but the
Little Giants failed to get off a
decent shot.

“We had a chance to win it
McGhee said, ‘“‘but we did not
get the shot we wanted. I don't
know whether the clock had an
thing to do with it but we just
not get the shot.”

Hammer was to have gotten
the shot in the middle but the
Clay defense would not allow any
penetration, fo Hammer to
pass off to Darrin Critchet whose
desparation shot at the buzzer
was off the mark.,

Overtime number two
longed exclusively to the E
Ladd’s bucket and free throw 15
seconds into the extra session
gave Clay a 6562 edge and
started the Eagles on a 16-5 scor-
ing binge. Hammer sank a
of foul tosses but Clay ran off the
next five points and the game
was over. Not even Hammer’s
seventh three-pointer of the
game with 1:03 to play could
bring Ross back.

““The whole game of basketball
is emotion and momentum,” Mc-
Ghee said. “We did not have ei-
ther until those last two minutes
and in the overtimes.”

Outside of the comeback, there

were a couple of other bright
spots for McGhee's team. Fresh-

man Todd Clark stepped into the

starting lineup and scored 14
Eointa In the final quarter, McG-
ee inserted sophomore Shane
McConnell into the lineup and he
responded with a pair of buckets.
McConnell had scored 21 points
while leading the Ross junior
varsity to a 69-60 win over Clay.

Scott Allen led Clay with 20
points.
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News:Messenger/Chris Walker

ARLO BROWN of Ross launches a jump shot over Marc Strick-
land of Oregon Clay.












By BOB MARKER
Statf writer

Nick Hall scored four of Ross’s
seven points in overtime to de-
feat the Fostoria Redmen 62-57
Tuesday at Ross High School.

Hall had a game-high 23
points, 18 in the second half.

“We did exactly what we
wanted to do in the overtime,”
Ross Coach Pat McGhee said,
“and that was go inside to
Nick.”

Hall hit from in close 47 sec-
onds into the extra session and
gave Ross a 59-55 lead with an-
other short shot a minute later.

Pratt Robinson scored Fosto-
ria’s only two overtime points,
cutting the Ross lead to 59-57
with 47 seconds remaining, but
Ross freshman Todd Clark hit
the front end of a one-and-one,
putting the Little Giants up 60-57.

On the trip downcourt, Arlo
Brown of Ross was fouled after
getting the rebound off Aaron
Hampton’s missed three-point at-
tempt. Brown, who grabbed 10
rebounds and scored 12 points,
missed the three throw but Ross
guard Brad Hammer sneaked in-
side on the baseline to grab the
rebound.

A few seconds later, Hammer
was fouled and iced the game
with two free throws with 12 sec-
onds left.

“We played good defense after
the first quarter,” McGhee said
about his mainly man-to-man
game plan.

The Ross “D”, with Clark and
Scott Nossaman sharing the as-
signment, held Fostoria's lead-
ing scorer Corey Gregg to a
single three-pointer in the final
quarter. Gregg, a 5-7 senior,
brought a 15-point average into
the contest.

Sandusky ends
Ross streak

News:Messenger reports

SANDUSKY — Trina Aaron
scored 18 points to lead San-
dusky to a 61-43 victory over
Fremont Ross in high school
girls basketball Tuesday.

The loss ended a two-game
Ross winning streak. The
Little Giants are 4-15.

The Blue Streaks, 9-10, out-
scored the Little Gaints 199 in
the third quater after leading
27-20 at the half.

Shelley Hetrick topped Ross
with 17 points. Amy Schepflin
added 12. Adrienne Watts had
13 points for Sandusky.

*“Clark and Nossaman were to
keep the ball out of Gregg’s
hands,” McGhee said, ‘‘and
when he did get it, they were to
pressure him.”

“‘Gregg had one of those
nights,” Fostoria Coach Jim
Rutter said. “We ask him to do a
lot of things for us and he just
did not have a good night.”

Todd Norman was having a
good night for the Redmen, but it
ended prematurely when he
picked up his fifth foul with 2:44
to play in regulation after scor-
ing 19 points.

“Losing Norman was a big
factor in the game,” Rutter said.
“With Norman out of the game,
we ’}ost our aggressivness in-

“Actually, our offense was
hu.x;jting our defense,” McGhee
said.

But rebounding was saving it.
Ross outrebounded the Redmen
42-34¢ with 16 off the offensive

Hall, Ross work overtime,
beat back Fostoria 62-57

boards. Hall topped Ross with 12
rebounds.

Ross trailed 17-10 after one
quarter as Fostoria sophomore
Ryan Hipsher scored seven
points.

‘“We had to slow down
Hipsher,” McGhee said, ‘‘and
get the ball inside more.”

The defense took up the task,
forcing three Fostoria turnovers
in the first 90 seconds of the sec-
ond quarter and Ross took an 18-
17 lead on three baskets by Mike
McGee and one by Hall.

Fostoria char%ed back, grab-
bing a 25-19 lead on seven
straight Norman points. The
Ross defense bounced back, forc-
ing six Redmen turnovers in the
final three minutes and pulling
even at the half 25-25 on two bas-
kets by Brown and two free
throws by Hammer. Hipsher had
three second quarter free

OWS.
Hall’'s basket and Hammer's
three-pointer, sandwiched

around Casey McBeth’s basket,’

gave Ross a 30-27 lead early in
the second half. Ross never lost
the lead until Gregg's only
bucket put Fostoria up 53-51 with
3:40 remaining in the final quar-

ter.

Hall got Ross even with a short
jumper and put Ross up 55-53
with a lay-in with 2:08 to play.
McBeth hit two free throws with
1:52 remaining. Neither team
scored after that but Ross got
the final shot, a desperation
three-pointer from Hammer that
fell short.

Hammer added 15 points for
the Little Giants, while Hipsher
led Fostoria with 21.

Friday, Ross travels to Lan-
caster for the final Buckeye Cen-
tral Conference game.

IT'S UP THERE! All eyes are focused skyward as the ball, which
was bouncing around the rim, drew the attention of, left to right,

News:Messenger/Chris Walker

NICK HALL of Ross shoots over
Ryan Hipsher of Fostoria during
first half action Tuesday at Ross
High School.

News-Messenger/Chris Walker

Aaron Hampton and Ryan Hipsher of Fostoria, Nick Hall and Mike
McGee (Ross), behind Prat Robinson of Fostoria.





















Hall, Hammer chosen
for BCC hoop honors

News-Messenger reports

Nick Hall and Brad Hammer of Fremont Ross were named
to the All-Buckeye Central Conference team.

Hall, a 6-3 senior, was a first team selection of the conference
coaches and Hammer earned second team honors

Hall led the Little Giants in T
scoring and was third in the [ _Sa | 1
BCC with a 16.3 average. He | @ '
‘'was sixth in both field goal ’
and free throw percentage, [
making 118 of 242 field goal ju
attempts for 49 percent and 75 |
of 110 free throws for 68 per- |
cent. He was fifth in rebound-
ing with an average of a little HALL
Over seven per game.

Hammer, 5-10, averaged nearly 10 points per game and was
10th in the conference scoring race. He was the conference’s
third best three-point field goal shooter, making 30 of 69 at-

; for 43 percent.
r first team selections included Player of the Year Bob

Coffey of Newark, Buster Howe of Zanesville, Jon Holland of
Lancaster and Todd Jensen of Findlay.

Coffey led the BCC in scoring with a 20.5 average and field
goal percentage with 162 of 152 for 65 per cent and was second
in rebounding with 11.8 per game.

Joining Hammer on the second team were Troy Touville and
Todd Whiteman of Zanesville and Jeff Brown and Mark Free-

man of Newark.
Adam Bulger of Ross was among the honorable mention se-

lections.
The coach of the year was Gary Walters of Newark.

—_——



High School Boys
Northwest All-District

COLUMBUS — The 1988 Associated Press
Northwestern All-District boys basketball
teams, as selected by sports writers and broad-
casters in the Northmn District (with
school, height, grade and scoring average):

DIVISION T

FIRST TEAM: Jim Jackson, Toledo Ma-
comber, 6-foot-6, Junior, 26.7 ints per game;
Dapreis Owens, Mansfield or, 6-9, Sr., 26.6;
Jim Heffner, Toledo Start, 6-2, Sr., 25.5;
Michaelis, Toledo Whitmer, 66, Jr., 20.6; J
Griffith, Vermmon. 62, Sr., 24. 2.

SECOND TEAM: Kevelln Capers, Lima Se-
nior, 6-2, Sr., 16.2; Steve Petee, Ashland, 5-10,
Sr., 22.1; Greg Periatt Toledo St. John's, 8-1
Sr., 18.3; Mike Clark Perrysburg 6-1, Sr., 19.7;
ﬁic;k Rightnowar, Toledo Whitmer, 6-7, Sr.,

Player of the Year: Jim Jackson, Toledo Ma- -
‘of the Year: Ed Heintschel, Toledo St.

John’s,
HONORABLE MON Nick Hall, Brad
Hammer, Fremont Ross. /




Ross honors winter athletes

News-Messenger reports

Six athletes won ‘“‘most valu-
able” awards during the Ross
High School Winter Sports
Awards Tuesday.
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' Thomson’s boys swim team.

for the free throw honors, hitting
68 t apiece.

evin Crawford and Tracy
Hufford also received caj
trophies for boys basketball.

In addition to Blair capturing
the most valuable honor, junior
diver Chad Root won the most
improved honor for Coach Tom

Brian Schaaf won the coaches’
award and Steve Schaaf and
Todd Vogel received captains

For the girls, Heslet and Wells
shared the top honor with the
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