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Smith places third
Mezinger wins district title

TOLEDO—-Mike
Mezinger escaped a
close call in the
semifinals to emerge as
Ross's lone
representative to the
Class AAA Regional
Wrestling Tournament
-at Lorain this weekend:

Mezinger, a junior,
won the 112-pound
championship in the
Class AAA District
Wrestling Tournament
at Rogers High School.
As a team, Ross was
seventh with 54'% points.
Top-seeded Toledo

won the title
with 211% while
Maumee was second
with 147 and Port

Clinton third at 124.

“That was absolutely
the best I have ever seen
Mike wrestle,” Ross
Coach Al Voggenthaler
said in praising
Mezinger's 7-0 vic
over top-seeded Jeff
McCreery of Maumee
the finals. 3

“What made it more
outstanding was
McCreery was really
g‘umped up for

ezinger. At the
beginning of the second
period, McCreery
pointed at Mike and
ntd,'"l‘els is my
described

The Ross junior had a

2-0 lead after one period
and raised that to 3-0 by
escaping in the second
period. In the final two
minutes, Mezinger
came up with a of
t int nearfalls. ‘‘He
would have pinned the
kid if the match had
been a little longer,”
Voggenthaler said.
“Actually, the match
was closer than what
the score indicates
because it was touch
and go the whole
match.” : g
In addition to

Mezinger's.

A sophomore, Smith is
in his first year of

“He wrestled a little
in junior high in
Michigan,’'
Voggenthaler said, “‘but
for all intents and
purposes, this is his first

ear.”

year.

Smith lost to eventual
champion Keith Shook
of Port Clinton 8-3 in the
semifinals. He came
back in the consolation
rounds to pin Jim Szych
of Woodward in 1:13 and
take third with a 100
win over Steve Croci of
Toledo Central Catholic.
Ina match for
the right to advance to
the regional, Smith was
beaten by runnerup
Mario ’gomlnguu of

Only the top two
finishers advanced but
should a third place
finisher not have

gthei- wrestlers

rlacin for Ross
nclud sophomore
Chris Vaffis, fourth at 98
and junior Todd Brooks
at 105,

Port Clinton will have
Steve Saunders (105
runnerup), Steve Smith
(runner at 138),
Bruce Celek (second at
155), Shook, and Steve

third at 175
but winner of a
challenge match,
advancing to the
regional tourney.
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