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All fingers point to Ross in 1998-99

Little Giants
picked in GLL

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor
ack in October, the Great
Lakes League boys bas-
coaches gathered
in Bowling Green to discuss rou-
tine preseason matters. Small talk
ensued before Sandusky coach Ed
Kurt did something unusual: the
Blue Streaks boss called for a pre-
season vote.

Nobody answered.

“They just went like this,” says
Fremont Ross coach Mark
Gedeon, extending his index finger
to make a pointing gesture.
Gedeon should know what his
peers’ gestures looked like — they
were aimed at him, and at his
emerging Little Giants program.

“I just think that’s a sign of
respect for our program,” he says.

One that is well-deserved. In
three years as head coach, Gedeon
has created a buzz around his pro-
gram that was previously missing,
both in the community and in the
hallways at Ross

“Not too many years ago, bas-
ketball wasn't something people
talked about in Fremont,” says
Gedeon, whose record at Ross is
39-28. “Now we've gol people excit-
ed about what we're doing.”

First and foremost among the
excited are his players. Gedeon
returns seven players with exten-
sive varsity experience, and adds
two talented new players.

Junior guard/forward Juan
Vela, for one, welcomes the chal-
lenge of living up to his team’s pre-
season billing, even if the Little
Giants haven't won a league or
conference title since 1954.

“I think it’s a compliment, but
there’s some pressure on us,” says
Vela. “We can't worry about pres-
sure, we've just got to play the
game and take care of business.”

If Ross will be run like a bugi-
ness, Joell Heidelburg will be the
team’s CEO. Of all the titles the 5-
foot-11 senior has picked up for his
play honorable mention all-
Ohio, second team all-Northwest
Ohio, first team all-GLL and Dis-
trict 6 — the one his family gave
him is most telling: Man, as in The
Man

The Man knows that in addition

to piling up statistics like he piles
plates on a bench press bar (he
maxes out at 250 pounds), he must
show leadership in front of his
teammates.

“I'm going to have to show a
lot,” says Heidelburg, who aver-
aged 16.5 points per game and shot
44 percent from three-point range
last year. “We've got a lot of under-
classmen, and if they see me not
working hard, they’ll be like,
‘Joell’s not working hard."”

Says Gedeon: “He might be as
laterally quick as any player I've
seen in the high school game. He
can go north-south, but to go east-
west is a special attribute.”

Guards Robb Ritzman and
Andrew Diller also have special
attributes, Ritzman his passing
ability and Diller his ... stickiness?

“Robb is by far our best passer,
our best creator for others,” says
Gedeon.

And Diller?

“He’s probably our best defen-
sive player, he’s the glue of the
team,” says Gedeon. “We know
we're not going to get any mental
mistakes out of him.”

If Diller is the Little Giants’ best
defender, Vela isn't far behind.

“He’s relentless on defense,”
Gedeon says. “He’s somebody you
know every single night he steps
on the floor he's going to give it
his best.”

Sophomore Kelly Lytle will split
time between JV and varsity.

Up front, Gedeon has five more
or less interchangeable parts. Of
the five, 6-foot4 junior Reggie
Jones returns the most scoring
after averaging 12.5 ppg. and 6.8
rpg. last season.

“In terms of being able to finish
around the basket, his body con-
trol is exceptional, and now he’s
starting to blend an outside game
as well,” says Gedeon, who will
play Jones at small forward, and
has played him at point guard in
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JOELL HEIDELBURG is Ross's
leading returning scorer.

the past.

Also returning is center Tyson
Liggins, who started all but Senior
Night last year, and is anything but
a traditional post player. The 6-
foot-2, 210-pound senior will be
counted on to man up on point
guards and power forwards alike,
making the most of his unique
blend of strength and quickness.

Liggins says he'd rather be
banging with the 6-foot-7 guys.

“It gives me more of a workout,”
he says.

Wing man Steve Dagg has been
giving his teammates a workout
ever since re-joining the program
in August. After living in Fremont
until eighth grade, Dagg moved to
North Carolina, where he aver-
aged 17 ppg. and 8 rpg. for Mount
Pleasant High School last year.

Since returning to Fremont in
August, Dagg’s athleticism and
intensity has taken the team to
another level, says Gedeon.

“He took our regular open gyms
up another level, just because of
his intensity, nobody wanted to

lose to him,” Gedeon says.
Besides, Heidelburg says, the  1998-99 roster
guy can shoot. : No. Player Ht. Pos. Gr.
“He's got a good jumper, he'f 4 Kelly Lytle 510 G 10
really quick, and he can leap, 10 Robb Ritzman 511 G 12
says Heidelburg. 12 Joell Heideburg 5-11 G 12
Rounding out the frontcourt are 14 Andrew Diller 5-11 G 12
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the best footwork of hIS post play- 32 Reggie Jones 64 F 11
ers, and Greg Garcia, a “very 34 GegGarcia 64 F 11
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The Little Giants went 148 last
year, bowing out in the district
semifinals to Toledo St. John's. In
the GLL, in which Ross finished

fourth last season, Toledo Whitmer e Dy
looks tough as ever. i
Gedeon thinks his team is good oy by
enough for 15-16 regular season Fr., Jan. 16 .
wins, but he knows his team willbe ~ fitjen 16
tough on concession sales. i
“You don’t want to go out and get Fr., Fobi 5 .
popeorn, because you don’t know oo
what you're going to miss,” he g:,":‘.:b&:o i

says.
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A proud heritage
continues...

Basketball is more
than a game. It's part of
a rich heritage ... a tradi-
tion of school spirit and
sportsmanship that has
distinguished basketball
through the years.

We’'re proud of the
teams that represent the
schools of this area.
We're also proud of our _
heritage. For more than
100 years Croghan
Colonial Bank has been
going beyond, growing
and strong.
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Ross ties
school 3-point
record in win

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

emont Ross boys basketball
F coach Mark Gedeon said he loses
approximately five pounds of lig-

uid weight during an average game.
After the Little Giants’ 69-58 season-

opening victory over Bowling Green Fri-
day night, Gedeon
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With the Bobcats leading 37-34 at half-
time, Ross went on a 14-2 run to start the
third quarter and never looked back,
improving to 1-0.

“We came out with a lot of intensity,”
Ross guard Joell Heidelburg said of the
Little Giants’ third quarter explosion.
“We got real hyped up in the locker room.
We came out there and did what we had
to do.”

What Ross had to do was simple: defen-
" sively, slow down the Bowling Green inside
tandem of Josh Almanson and Matt Taylor,
and offensively, slow down, get the ball
inside, and find the open man outside.

The Little Giants were successful on
both fronts. After Almanson and Taylor
combined for 23 points in the first half,
the pair scored just 13 points in the second
half.

“We needed more intensity on defense,”
said Heidelburg, who along with Alman-
son led all scorers with 20 points. “Alman-
son and Taylor were getting a lot of touch-
es in the paint, and we needed to contain
that.”

Ross center Tyson Liggins and forward
Juan Vela had much to do with slowing
Almanson and Taylor. Despite giving up a
good deal of height, Liggins and Vela —
with help from their teammates — forced
the pair into taking much more difficult
shots-than they were getting in the first
half.

“A lot of that is Tyson Liggins, they
really had to work hard to get post feeds
on him,” said Gedeon. “(Vela)’s giving up
eight inches, a ton of weight, but that’s the
kind of kid Juan is, he knew he had to play
great position defense.”

Guard Robb Ritzman, who along with
Andrew Diller helped pester Taylor and
Almanson in the post, said Ross recog-
nized the need to control the Bobcat stars.

“We had to get it out of their hands,
they’re two good players,” Ritzman said.

With the Bobcats’ top scoring threats

>
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REGGIE JONES dunks during the first quarter of Fremont Ross'’s 69-58 win over Bowling Green.

under control, the Little Giants unleashed
their own offensive weapon, a devastating
long-range attack. Ross tied a school
record with 10 3-pointers, as five Little
Giants got in on the act.

Gedeon said the open outside looks were
a direct result of an increased emphasis
on the inside game.

“Part of that was because of the post
touches, we got some kick-out passes
because the defense collapsed,” said
Gedeon, whose team averaged 5.5 made 3-
pointers per game last season. “We had
some people toe up the three-point line, or

in Joell’s case just get the ball inside 23
feet.”

Heidelburg had four 3-pointers, Vela and
Reggie Jones had two apiece, and Ritz-
man and Greg Garcia had one apiece.

Ross started out strong, at one point
taking a 94 lead. Jones, who finished with
16 points despite foul trouble, was the cat-
alyst early, scoring seven points in the
first 4:30 of the first quarter, on two offen-
sive rebound putbacks, a 3-pointer and an
alley-oop dunk from Ritzman.

See ROSS, B3




Ross wins opener against Bobcats

Continued from B1

“Reggie was our offensive
spark early,” said Gedeon. “He
had a couple offensive rebound
putbacks, nice drop steps, a nice
backdoor for the dunk, and plus
he’s showing the other side of
his game, the three-pointer.”

Defensively, the Little Giants
held Almanson and Taylor to
two baskets apiece in the first
quarter.

But sloppy defense by Ross
allowed the Bobcats to score 23
second quarter points, more
than they would score in the
entire second half. Seven of
Bowling Green’s points in the
quarter came on free throws, as
the Little Giants racked up 13
first half fouls.

“We gave them a lot of easy
points, especially with our fouls,
they got to the foul line and got
some easy points there,” Gedeon
said. “That was a lot of reach-
ing, a lot of hand-checking, we
had a lot of people react late to
positions, we tried to block some
shots that we usually don’t try to
block, we missed box outs.”

After Gedeon gave what Ritz-
man termed a “good speech” at
halftime, Ross started quickly
in the third quarter. Liggins hit
1-of-2 free throws, then Heidel-
burg hit a jump shot to tie the
score at 37-37. Ritzman’s
jumper gave Ross the lead, and
consecutive three-pointers by
Heidelburg, Vela and Jones
stretched the Little Giants’
cushion to 48-39.
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TYSON LIGGINS, left, knocks the ball away from Bowling Green forward
Matt Taylor in the Little Giants’ 69-58 win Friday night.

“We came out all fired up, we
had to do what was expected of
us,” Jones said.

Said Heidelburg: “That just
shows how much pride we’ve
got, we weren’t going to let them
come in here and beat us in the
first game.”

After opening up a double-dig-
it lead in the fourth quarter on
Steve Dagg’s two baskets, Ross
saw Bowling Green whittle the
lead to 63-55. But Garcia’s three-
pointer stretched the lead back

to 11 points and iced the win.

Ross travels to Toledo Waite
on Tuesday, and Gedeon said he
hoped his team could put togeth-
er two solid halves.

“We saw a little bit of the good
and bad of what we’re capable
of doing,” Gedeon said. “The
second half we were really able
to step it up, disrupt them offen-
sively, and that’s what we want
our kids to do all the time, not
just for 16 minutes.”



Basketball
High School

Ross 69, Bowling Green 58
at Ross

ROSS — Joell Heidelburg 7-2-20,
Reggie Jones 7-0-16, Tyson Liggins 4-1-
9, Juan Vela 2-0-6, Robb Ritzman 2-0-5,
Bryan Root 2-0-4, Steve Dagg 2-0-4,
Greg Garcia 1-0-3, Andrew Diller 1-0-2.
Totals 28-3-29.

BOWLING GREEN — Josh Almanson |
5-7-20, Matt Taylor 7-3-18, Tim Campisi
2-0-6, Andrew Saneholtz 2-0-4, Jon Roe
1-1-3, Brian Maienknecht 0-2-2, Micah
Wingate 1-0-2, Nate Spitler 1-0-2, Dan
Whitmire 0-1-1. Totals 19-14-58.

B. Green 14 23 12 9 — 58
Ross 16 18 23 12 — 69

REBOUNDS — Ross 21 (Tyson Lig-
gins 8, Reggie Jones 6), Bowling Green
26 (Josh Almanson 10, Matt Taylor 8). 3-
PT FGs — Ross 10-17 (Joell Heidelburg
4, Reggie Jone 2, Juan Vela 2, Robb
Ritzman 1, Greg Garcia 1), Bowling
Green 4-14 (Tim Campisi 2, Josh Alman-
son 1, Matt Taylor 1). Tumovers — Ross
10, Bowling Green 20.

Records: Ross 1-0, Bowling Green 0-1.

Junior Varsity

Ross 59, Bowling Green 35
ROSS — Mike Price 2-0-4, Kyle Myers
1-1-4, Jeremy Scott 1-2-4, Doug Garvey
3-0-6, Mike Ziemke 1-0-2, T.J. Hammer
1-0-2, Jeremy Jones 4-0-8, Alfonzo Vann
5-0-10, Chns Tullis 0-5-5, Greg Bur-
roughs 2-2-6, Kevin Byers 1-0-2, Chris
Beard 3-0-6. Totals 24-10-59.
BOWLING GREEN — C. Meyer 1-1-3,
Chamberlain 1-0-3, Sharpe 1-0-2,
Garagglia 0-2-2, Rappold 1-4-7, Clark 1-
0-2, T. Meyer 3-0-6, Mellon 0-2-2, K. Hol-
land 4-0-8. Totals 12-9-35.
Bowling Green2 13 7 13 — 35
Ross 15 22 913 —59
Records: Ross 1-0, Bowling Green 0-1




Ross
presses
Waite for
easy win

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

TOLEDO — A quick glance at
the box score from Fremont
Ross’s 7757 win over Toledo
Waite would show scoring lines
like “Joell Heidelburg 7-7-23” and
“Reggie Jones 6-3-15.”

But the most important trio of
numbers for the Little Giants
Tuesday night was 2-2-1, as in 2-2-
1 press. Ross used the pressure
defense to dominate the first and
third quarters, and capitalized
with a balanced scoring attack in
improving to 2-0.

“We put the 2-2-1 press that we
put on in
the third

Tuesday
right o; the RO8s e N 77
blackboard Waite................. 57
in (the Next
lockerroom  Fgiay at R
aﬂ']amd 'R]E)Y" ;’r:'ld?;.aﬁ porvﬁS
sai 0SS

coach Mark Gedeon. “For us to
put it on the blackboard, and then
have them execute it the way they
did ... I think we forced 10
turnovers with that press alone,
so I was really, really pleased
with that.”

Those turnovers helped Ross
score on 10-of-11 possessions,
stretching a tenuous 40-28 cushion
into an insurmountable 65-33 lead.
The defense, which is designed to
allow opponents to cross halfcourt
before a quick trap, forced
numerous errant passes and
caused several Waite players to
simply step out of bounds.

“We have offense,” said Ross
guard Juan Vela, “but our defense,
we worked on that all summer,
preseason, during the season. All
we work on is defense.”

The work paid off early on, as
Ross built a 20-10 lead after one
quarter. The Little Giants forced
nine Indians turnovers, and didn’t
commit their first turnover until
1:51 remained in the period.

Jones had seven of his 15 points
early on, but picked up two fouls
early and sat for most of the first
half. With Jones on the bench,
Bryan Root and Greg Garcia
stepped in and played well in the
post, Root finishing with eight
points, a team-high six rebounds
and three assists, Garcia provid-
ing four points, three rebounds
and solid post defense.

See ROSS, B2

Ross cruises by Waite

Continued from B1

“Bryan Root, I thought, moved extremely well
offensively. He got some good looks,” Gedeon said.
“Greg Garcia’s a very good shooter for us, and is

- very physical as well. They are very necessary for us

to be doing some of the stuff we’re doing.”

Root scored the last four points of the first quarter,
giving Ross breathing room.

“I felt pretty good today with my shot,” said Root.
“I was feeling pretty good in warmups. If I'm open,
I'm going to shoot it, unless it’s a 3-pointer.”

That was left to Vela and Heidelburg, who com-
bined to hit all five Ross 3-pointers. Vela, who made
three treys and had his foot on the line for another,
said the Little Giants’ early post feeds to Jones and
Tyson Liggins freed up some shooting room.

“We’d kick it in, and when the defense goes inside
then the outside’s open, and when you're wide open,
it’s a good shot,” Vela said. “We talk about that all
the time in practice: if we want to have a 3-point
game, we’ve got to establish the inside first, the shots
will be there.”

The shots were there in large part because of the
excellent passing out of all five positions. After rack-
ing up 19 assists Friday against Bowling Green — 11
by Robb Ritzman — Ross had 17 assists against
Waite (0-2), with no Little Giant getting more than
Ritzman’s four.

“Our kids have very good court sense and very
good vision, and when you've got 17 assists and
nobody has more than four, that says that everyone’s
getting involved,” Gedeon said. “We scored on 10-of-
11 possessions, and some of them had all five guys
touching the ball in 2-3 seconds.”

One area which Gedeon found discomforting was
rebounding. Waite, which lost its opener to Ross’s
Great Lakes League rival Toledo Whitmer 7140, held
a 34-21 advantage on the boards.

“We're still having a little trouble with the rebound-

-ing,” said Gedeon. “We're still trying to get our kids
to work for that position, get them on your back, grab

the ball with two hands, make the outlet pass and do
what we do best, which is the transition game.”

Ross hosts Findlay Friday night in the GLL open-
er for both teams.



Basketbalil

High School Boys

Ross 77, Waite 57

ROSS — Joell Heidelburg 7-7-23,
Reggie Jones 6-3-15, Juan Vela 5-0-13,
Bryan Root 4-0-8, Robb Ritzman 2-0-4,
Andrew Diller 2-0-4, Greg Garcia 1-2-4,
Tyson Liggins 1-0-2, Steve Dagg 1-0-2,
Chris Beard 1-0-2. Totals 30-12-77.

WAITE — Charles Dixon 4-3-11, Rae

Gregory 4-1-9, Michael Craig 3-3-9, \

Daryl Lyons 4-0-8, Bemell Woodmore 2-
0-4, John Nihiser 2-0-4, Jeremy Krueger
1-1-3, Lindsey 1-1-3, Keith Rocker 1-0-2,
Jason Gladieux 1-0-2, Datwon Sutton 1-
0-2. Totals 24-9-57.

Ross 20 20 27 10 — 77
Waite 10 14 13 20 — 57

TEAM REBOUNDS — Ross 21 (Root
6, Dagg 5), Waite 34 (Dixon 8, Gregory
8). 3 PT FGs — Ross 5-15 (Vela 3, Hei-
delburg 2), Waite 0-12. TURNOVERS —
Ross 12, Waite 23.

Records: Ross 2-0, Waite 0-2.

Junior varsity
Ross 46, Waite 44

ROSS — Kelly Lytle 3-2-8, Mike Price
2-1-7, Doug Garvey 1-0-2, T.J. Hammer
1-1-3, Jeremy Jones 2-0-4, Alfonzo Vann
5-1-11, Chris Tullis 1-1-3, Chns Beard 3-
2-8. Totals 18-8-46.

WAITE — Brown 2-0-4, Clark 3-3-10,
Yates 8-0-18, T. Baldwin 3-3-9, K. Bald-
win 1-1-3. Totals 17-7-44.

Ross 14 10 12 10 — 46
Waite 10 6 1315 — 44
Records: Ross 2-0, Waite 0-2.




Little Giants face Findlay’s flex tonight

St. Joe, Clyde
battle Saturday

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

When the Fremont Ross boys
basketball team takes the court in
its Great Lakes League opener
against Findlay tonight at approx-
imately 7:30 p.m., the Little Giants
will have little doubt what offense
the Trojans will be running.

Findlay, coached by Jerry
Snodgrass, runs the flex, a con-
tinual-motion, cutting offense
where all five players assume
positions all over the court, with a
point guard posting up or a post
player passing from the elbow.

“Findlay has done it for years
and years and years, and their
kids just dream that offense,”
said Ross coach Mark Gedeon,
whose team won its first two
games against Bowling Green
and Toledo Waite.

“Findlay’s very versatile in
that all five players will play all
five positions at any given time,
even more so (than Ross),” said
Gedeon, who added that Snod-
grass’s rotation goes about seven
players deep. “Usually in transi-
tion you know Tyson (Liggins) or
Reggie (Jones) or Bryan (Root)
or Gre% (Garcia) is going to be
on the block, and they’ll put the
point guard on the block if he’s
the first person to get to that
position.”

The Trojans, who lost to Celina
6341 in their opener, will likely
try to take Ross out of its up-tem-
po, end-to-end game, said Ross
guard Juan Vela.

“They don’t like to run, so
we're going to have to play fun-
damental defense,” Vela said.
“What they want to do is get it in
the post, and then get the outside
shot.”

Leading the Trojans’ perimeter
attack is 6-foot-3 guard Doug
Barnes, a second team all-GLL
selection last season. Barnes,
who averaged 11.2 ppg. last year,
will be complemented by Ben
Roethlisberger, who played point
guard last year, but has since
ﬁrown three inches to his present

eight of 6-foot-5.

Inside: Area schedules for all
weekend sports. Page B2

are in search of their first wins.
The Crimson Streaks were
1 d by poor shooting in their

“They’re very good outside
shooters, and if we give them the
opportunity to shoot from the out-
side, they’re going to hurt us,”
Gedeon said.

In the loss to Celina, Gedeon
said, Findlay made just 5-0f-23
first half ﬁeld goal attempts.

“I know they're not gomg to
shoot that bad against us,” he

said.

Both the Ross boys and girls
teams travel to Oregon Clay for
Saturday games.

Also Saturday, the St. Joseph
Central Catholic boys basketball
team heads to Clyde. Both teams

opening loss to Mansfield St.
Peters hitting just 26.3 percent
of their field goal attempts. Wing
Roger Kuns and post Jason Eber-
ly stepped up with 19 and 11
pomts respectlvely, but the

scor-
er Nlck Hassel ch was held to
just two points.

The Fliers were also plagued
by poor shooting in their opening
loss to Tiffin Columbian, hitting
just 11-of-29 free throws. The
Fliers, who were led by Lucas
Messer’s 20 points, fell into a 16
point halftime hole before rally-
ing, but could not complete the
comeback.




BOYS BASKETBALL

0SS reverses role in win

Heidelburg, Vela
each score 14

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor
llowing Fremont Ross’s 60-52 win
F over Findlay Friday night at the
Purple Pit, Trojans coach Jerry
Snodgrass joked with Little Giants coach
Mark Gedeon that the game represented
something of a role reversal from the past.

It was Ross, not Findlay, which came up
with enough halfcourt execution needed to
pull out the win.

It was Findlay, not Ross, which fared mis-
erably at the foul line, although the Little
Giants were no Calvin Murphy there, either.

It was Ross, not Findlay, which came
away with the Great Lakes League victory.
The Little Giants improved to 3-0 overall, 1-
0 GLL, while Find-
lay falls to 0-2, 0-1.

Guards Joell Hei- Friday
delburg and Juan RO8S e st e 60
Vela each had 14 Findlay .............. 52
points to lead Ross, 3
yet the Little Giants ngzga?t

never found the con-
sistency inside, out-
side or in transition
that they had found at times during wins
over Bowling Green and Toledo Waite.

“Offensively, we didn’t have any consis-
tency, and that goes back to (Findlay),”
Gedeon said. “As long as I've been head
coach they've had great halfcourt
defense. They rotate that backside (to the
post) so well that it took away our major
offensive emphasis.”

For the second time in three games,
Ross also learned how to deal with a little
bit of adversity in the early going. Led by
guard Doug Barnes’ eight points — six off
of offensive rebounds — Findlay grabbed a
14-12 lead after one quarter.

Barnes, who led all scorers with 21
points, had help from Ben Roethlisberger
and Jason Wenner, who each hit 3-pointers
in the quarter. The Trojans’ early offen-
sive efficiency caused Gedeon to extend
the Little Giants’ perimeter defense.

The ploy worked well, as Ross took a 25-
23 lead on Vela’s 3-pointer in the second
quarter, and the Little Giants never trailed
again.

“What we were trying to do with our
zone defense is extend out our wings to
cover their 3-point shooters,” Gedeon said.
“With the first two threes that they had, we
just didn’t recognize where we had to be.”

Findlay’s shooters went cold, as the Tro-
jans made just one 3-point shot in the last
20 minutes of the game. Overall, Findlay
was 4-for-18 from behind the are.

“Their zone just inched out, and inched
out and inched out, and we had to attack
that a lot better,” Snodgrass said.

The Little Giants also prevented Find-
lay’s high postmen from getting open looks.

“We talked about extendr:]nagi( out a bit to
contain, and we had to e sure that
when the ball went in the high post we did-

Oregon Clay, 6 p.m.

L
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JUAN VELA fights for the ball with Findlay's Jason Wenner in Ross’s 60-52 win Friday night.

n't collapse on him,” Gedeon said.

Also in the second quarter, Findlay
started missing free throws. Roethlisberg-
er missed two and Barnes missed three
before converting, and the Trojans fin-
ished 4-of-14 from the line for the game.

“We're good shooters,” Snodgrass said.
“If we played (Saturday) night, we could
go out there
and make 17-
of-17.”

Ross made
just 3-of-12 3-
pointers for the game, and just 7-of-15 free
throw attempts.

“For both teams to shoot the low per-
centage that we did was definitely a sur-
prise,” Gedeon said. “Both teams had plen-
ty of opportunities to score, they just did-
n't take advantage of them.”

Ross did take advantage early in the
third quarter, as six different Little Giants
scored during a 13-7 run. Reggie Jones, Hei-
delburg, Vela, Robb Ritzman, Bryan Root
and Steve Dagg all helped build the Ross
lead into double digits on several occasions.

Jones finished with 11 points and led all

Inside: Oak Harbor, Old
Fort win. Page B2

rebounders with 13, and Ritzman had eight
assists.

Findlay stormed back to start the third
quarter, cutting the lead to 4946 on Wen-
ner’s leaner with 4:10 to play.

“Once we got that 10-point lead, we were
in the driver’s seat, but we could not put
them away,” Gedeon said.

But baskets by Heidelburg and Tyson Lig-
gins pushed the Ross lead back to seven
points, and Heidelburg and Vela combined
for six points in the last 1:30 to ice the win.

After forcing 23 turnovers Tuesday
against Waite, Ross caused just 10 Findlay
turnovers Friday, but the Little Giants’
pressure helped wear down a Trojans lineup
which included three football players.

“We thought they were starting to wear
down a little bit,” Gedeon said. “We didn’t
think we could take the ball away from
them, but maybe we could wear them down
and bring their shooting percentages down.”

Ross travels to Oregon Clay tonight for a
boys-girls doubleheader. .Junior varsity
action begins at 4:30 p.m., with the girls
game following and the boys game capping
off the night.




Basketbalil
High School Boys

Ross 60, Findlay 52

ROSS — Joell Heidelburg 6-2-14,
Juan Vela 5-2-14, Reggie Jones 5-1-11, |
Steve Dagg 3-0-6, Robb Ritzman 1-2-4,
Bryan Root 2-0-4, Greg Garcia 1-0-3,
Tyson Liggins 1-0-2, Andrew Diller 1-0-2.
Totals 25-7-60. ‘

FINDLAY — Doug Barnes 9-1-21,
Mike Iriti 5-2-12, Jason Wenner 4-1-10,
Ben Roethlisberger 3-0-7, Ryan Truax 1-
0-2. Totals 22-4-52.

Findlay 14 10 11 17 — 52
Ross 12 15 17 16 — 60

TEAM REBOUNDS — Ross 40
(Jones 13, Vela 7), Findlay 31 (Wenner,
Bames 7).

3 PT FGs — Ross 3-12 (Vela 2, Gar-
cia 1), Findlay 4-18 (Bames 2, Roethlis-
berger 1, Wenner 1).

TURNOVERS — Ross 12, Findlay 10.

Records: Ross 3-0, Findlay 0-2

Junior varsity

Ross 42, Findlay 26

ROSS — Kelly Lytle 2-0-4, Mike Price
3-0-6, Kyle Myers 1-2-4, Doug Garvey 1-
0-2, T.J. Hammer 1-2-5, Jeremy Jones
1-0-2, Alfonzo Vann 2-1-5, Kevin Byers
3-0-6, Chris Beard 4-0-8. Totals 18-5-42.

FINDLAY — Paul 1-2-4, Webb 1-0-2,
Friday 2-3-7, Parker 3-0-7. Dillon 1-4-6
Totals 8-9-26.

Findlay 3 7°07 & '8
Ross 121 712 — 42

3 PT FGs — Ross 1 (Hammer), Find-
lay 1 (Parker).

Records: Ross 3-0, Findlay 0-2.



Jones’ 20 points
lead Ross past Clay

Little Giants move to 4-0 with victory

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor
OREGON — The Fremont Ross boys
basketball team came out of its locker
room midway through the fourth quar-
ter of the girls team’s game with Ore-
gon Clay Saturday night.
Little did the Little Giants know that
the game unfolding in front of them
would not be over for another 1': hours.
“TI liked it, but we got tired sitting
there,” said center Tyson Liggins of
the girls’ 76-66, five-overtime loss.
Not too tired, apparently. Ross start-
ed quickly, withstood a second quarter
Clay challenge and pulled away in the
second half, beating the Eagles 61-54.
“The first overtime was tough, the
second overtime was tough, but after
that you knew
' you vtVﬁlrﬁ seeing Saturday
something spe-
2l vald /R ROSS ¥ o S 61
coach  Mark Clay...... s 54
Gedeon, whose Friday

| team improved Ross at Whitmer, 6 p.m.
to 4-0 overall, 240
in the Great Lakes League. “Our kids
just got so excited seeing our girls lay it
out on the line, and I think it helped get
our kids motivated.”

The Little Giants jumped out to an 8-
0 lead in the first 1 minute, 46 seconds
of the game on baskets by Liggins,
Juan Vela and two from ie Jones.
Robb Ritzman assisted on of the
first four field goals, and finished with
four in the quarter, seven for the game.

But the Eagles stormed back in the
second quarter, and Ben Tobias’s bas-
ket with 1:20 remaining in the half gave
Clay its first and only lead. Tobias, who
was a first-team all-GLL pick last sea-
son after averaging 19.1 points per
game, scored 10 points in the quarter,

' and led all scorers with 28 points.

Still, Tobias at no point took control
of the game, as his final eight points
came late in the fourth quarter, when
Ross had opened a comfortable lead.

“We controlled him a little bit, we
did all right overall,” said Jones, who
led Ross with 20 points.

Said Gedeon: “I thought, especially
early, that we did a good job (on
Tobias). In the fourth quarter, a lot of
the points he got were when they need-

" ed points quick and our kids didn’t want
to stop the clock.”

Vela had a second straight solid
shooting night, finishing with 15 points.

“I thought Juan Vela really stepped
up, he gave us back-to-back very con-
sistent nights on both ends of the
floor,” said Gedeon.

Also consistent was Jones, who was
virtually unstoppable in the third quar-
ter, scoring 10 points to help Ross open
up a 43-36 lead. Maneuvering his way
through the bulkier Clay defenders,
Jones used a wide array of moves to
record his season-high point total.

“We knew he’d be tough to match up
inside with, we don’t have anyone to
match up with him,” Clay coach Joe
Guerrero said of Jones, who capped the
game with a two-handed dunk.

Ross guard Joell Heidelburg fin-
ished with 11 points, but was ham-
pered by several injuries. The Little
Giants’ leading scorer had a jammed
wrist, pulled groin and a toe injury, at
least partially due to the intentional
foul by Findlay’s Ben Roethlisberger
in Ross’s Friday night win.

“We really wondered how much he
was going to be able to play tonight,”
Gedeon said. “He couldn’t do some of
the things he’s capable of doing tonight,
everything was basically a quick, short
move as opposed to the long strides.”

Ross next plays Friday at Toledo
Whitmer, an 83-75 loser to Sandusky
on Saturday.

In other boys action Saturday:
Monroeville 79, Bettsville 68

BETTSVILLE — Chris Vallejo’s 34-
point effort was not enough as Mon-
roeville knocked off Bettsville 79-68 in a
non-league battle.

Brian Kimmet added 15 points for the
Bobcats, who fell to 0-3.

Margaretta 59, Danbury 52

CASTALIA — Margaretta (2-2)
outscored Danbury 12-5 in overtime and
pulled off a 59-52 win.

Nick Kane had 24 points to pace Mar-
garetta, which also got 12 points from
Andy Keimer.

Bellevue 83, Perkins 81

SANDUSKY — Nate Artino’s bucket
with one second left lifted Bellevue to a
thrilling 83-81 win over Perkins.

Jerry Gonzales scored 19 points,
Sherm Sackett tossed in 16, Jonah
Schneider netted 13 and Pete Lepley
added 12 for the Redmen (1-2).



High School Boys

Ross 61, Clay 54

ROSS — Reggie Jones 10-0-20, Juan
Vela 5-4-15 Joell Heidelburg 5-1-11,
Robb Ritzman 2-2-6. Steve Dagg 2-1-5,
Tyson Liggins 2-0-4. Totals 26-8-61.

CLAY — Ben Tobias 13-1-28, Bob
Nowack: 4-1-9, Derek Besgrove 2-3-7.
Joe Romano 1-2-4, Enc Huguely 1-1-3,
Josh Morrs 0-3-3. Totals 21-11-54.
Ross 16 7 20 18 — 61
Clay 9 15 12 18 — 54

TEAM REBOUNDS — Ross 31 (Lig-
gins 8, Jones 6). Clay 18 (Tobias 9).

3 PT FGs — Ross 1-10 (Vela 1), Clay
1-12 (Tobias 1)

TURNCVERS — Ross 20, Clay 20.

Records: Ross 4-0, Clay 2-2

Junior varsity

Ross 63, Clay 47

ROSS — Kelly Lytie 1-0-3. Mike Price
2-2-6. Kyle Myers 0-1-1, Jeremy Scott
0-2-2. Doug Garvey 3-0-7 Mike Ziemke
1-1-3, TJ. Hammer 1.0-3, Jeremy
Jones 0-1-1, Alfonzo Vann 3-1-7 Chris
Tulis 1-5-7, Greg Burroughs 2-3-7,
Kevin Byers 1-2-4, Chris Beard 6-0-12
Totals 21-18-63

CLAY — Ramsey 3-0-7. O'Shea 4-0-8,
Johnston 1-0-2. Wasserman 0-2-2, Fox
2-1-5, Zakrzewski 1-0-2, Stager 3-0-6,
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Can Ross end Panther run?

Little Giants play at
Whitmer Friday

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

en the subject is Fremont Ross-
Toledo Whitmer boys basketball,
the subject of stigmas is sure to
follow. ¢

That’s what happens, after all, when the
Little Giants haven’t beaten the Panthers
since the 1990-91 season. That’s what hap-
pens when Whitmer ekes out three- and
five-point wins at the Purple Pit in back-to-
back seasons.

That’s what Ross coach Mark Gedeon
hopes will be a non-issue after Friday,
when the Little Giants (4-0 overall, 2-0
GLL) travel to Toledo to face three-time
defending Great Lakes League champion
Whitmer (3-1, 0-1).

“Is there a stigma there? I think there’s
a stigma there,” said Gedeon, who is 0-6
against Whitmer. “If you look at our last
two home
games with Inside: A look at weekend
Whitmer, we basketball. Page B3
lost by three
and five,
they’ve found a way to win.”

Gedeon likened playing Whitmer in bas-
ketball to the lopsided football relationship
between Fostoria and Ross in the early
1990s, or the “big game” importance that
comes with playing parochial school bas-
ketball teams from Toledo and Cleveland.
Still, it is only December, but while
Gedeon won't classify Friday’s game as
“must-win,” the Little Giants can shake a
rather large monkey off their collective
backs with a win Friday.

“For us, this is a game in December that
has a lot of importance to us,” Gedeon
said. “If we would win the game, great,
that’s another step for us to build on. If we
don’t, then it’s going to show a lot of the
weaknesses that we have.

“I don’t think we’re hyping this up as a
must-win situation, but rather it is a very
important game if we want to accomplish
the things these kids want to accomplish.”

For their part, Ross players think beat-
ing Whitmer is an attainable accomplish-
ment.

“We haven’t gotten them for awhile, and
I think this is our year,” said Ross guard
Juan Vela, who is averaging 12 points per
game through four games. “We’ve got to
contain Mike Kurdziel, Cedric Jaynes and
B.J. Barre. They shoot a lot of threes, and
they’re real aggressive on the boards.”

A quick glance at the Whitmer scouting
report backs Vela up. The Panther attack
is led by Kurdziel, a 6-foot, 160-pound
senior who has filled in nicely for departed
GLL Player of the Year Floyd Campbell,
averaging 23 ppg.

“He was Floyd Campbell’s outlet man,”
Gedeon said. “What Floyd did very well
was create shots off the dribble, as well as
posting up and shooting the three. What
Kurdziel has done, in addition to being a

s

Stigma? What stigma?

A look at how the Fremont Ross boys
basketball team has fared against Toledo
Whitmer under coach Mark Gedeon.

Date Site Score

Jan. 1, 1996 ......Fremont Whitmer 80-59
Feb. 9, 1996........ Toledo Whitmer 76-54
Jan . 3, 1997........ Toledo Whitmer 74-65
Feb. 11, 1997....Fremont Whitmer 78-73
Dec. 19, 1997...Fremont Whitmer 67-64
Jan .31, 1998.......Toledo Whitmer 74-53

very good 3-point shooter, is he is now able
to take things off the dribble.”

Kurdziel has scored at least 20 points in
all of Whitmer’s games this year, hitting
six 3-pointers in one game.

News- Mauangor/Andrew Morrison
MARK GEDEON’S Fremont Ross boys basketball team hasn't beaten Toledo Whitmer since the
1990-91 season. The 4-0 Little Giants travel to Toledo Friday for a showdown with the Panthers.

Coach Bruce Smith’s muscle inside
comes from Jaynes, who Gedeon said was
comparable in size and style to Ross’s
Tyson Liggins

“Cedric Jaynes on the inside is just a
workhorse,” Gedeon said. “He had 15
points in the first half (in the game at
Whitmer) last year just on being active
and strong. We're going to have to do a
good job limiting his touches, and making
sure we have a body on him.”

Vela said he thinks Ross has just the
guys for the job.

“We’ve got to stop him, and I think Reg-
gie (Jones), Tyson and Bryan (Root) will
take care of that,” Vela said.

See LITTLE GIANTS, B3




Little Giants look to end
Whitmer’s winning streak

Continued from B1

Running the show at the point
is Barre, who Gedeon said excels
in an open-court setting. Also a
standout football player, Barre
will test Ross guards Joell Hei-
delburg and Robb Ritzman.

“I've got to be physical with
him, be aggressive,” said Heidel-
burg, who is averaging 17 ppg.

Heidelburg is still hampered
by injuries to his wrist, groin
and foot that happened on an
intentional foul by Findlay’s Ben
Roethlisberger at the end of Fri-
day’s Ross win. Heidelburg esti-
mated his health to be at 65-70
percent.

Gedeon would like the Little
Giants’ free throw shooting to be
in the 65-70 percent range, but
after four games Ross is shoot-
ing 54 percent from the line. And
while the Little Giants’ rebound-
ing improved markedly against
Oregon Clay (with Ross holding
a 31-18 edge), Gedeon would like
to see his team’s defense
improve.

After playing four games in
eight days, Ross needed the six
days off between Saturday’s

Clay win and Friday’s showdown
with Whitmer, Gedeon said.
Helping the team cope is its
depth, as nine Little Giants have
seen regular playing time this
season.

By contrast, Whitmer has little
depth beyond its five starters,
although the top three reserves
are all seniors.

“If this game is allowed to go
helter-skelter,  up-and-down,
score in the 80s, I would say it’s
to our advantage,” Gedeon said.
“Whitmer plays great halfcourt
man-to-man defense, they play
hard. If it turns into an execu-
tion-type game, our depth advan-
tage isn't going to matter that
much.”

Still, Heidelburg said Ross is
comfortable in a slower-paced
game.

“Most teams think we’re a run-

“If this game is allowed to
go helter-skelter, | would
say it's to our advantage.”

— Mark Gedeon
Ross coach

and-gun team, but we've got a
good halfcourt game,” he said.

The stat sheet backs him up.
Ross has made 48 percent of its
field goal attempts — 35 percent
from 3-point range, 52 percent
from 2-point — but its 3-point
percentage has dropped in each
game so far, a likely result,
Gedeon said, of the Little Giants’
rigorous early schedule.

Fatigue shouldn't be a prob-
lem tomorrow, though.

“We're excited about Friday,”
Vela said.
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Same opponent,’ same result for Ross

Whitmer downs
Little Giants 77-70

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

TOLEDO — There’s no getting
around the obvious: the Toledo
Whitmer boys basketball team
has owned Fremont Ross in the
1990s.

The Panthers won the latest in
this getting-hotter-by-the-game
Great Lakes League rivalry 77-70
tha'uldy night at Whitmer, but it
would be inaccurate to say that
jinxes or hexes had anything to
do with the outcome.

No, Whitmer would have hand-
ed Ross its first loss of the season

even if Mike Kurdziel, Cedric
Jaynes, B.J. Barre and friends
had worn jerseys reading “Joe’s
Garage and Taxidermy” and the
game had been played at Lutz
Elemengd'y School.

The Panthers out-rebounded
Ross 39-31, shot 34 free throws
compared to Ross’s 12, and with-
stood several brilliant Little
Giants runs to improve to 41
overall, 1-1 in the GLL. The win
was ially crucial for Whit-

nothing to
do with th,i Whitmer .

had every-
Tuesday

the Fostoria at Ross, 6 p.m.
WaY, Jug WO SEis cna 5 Vi N
played on the floor,” said Ross
coach Mark Gedeon, whose Little
Giants fell to 41 overall, 2-1 in
the GLL. “Whitmer out-hustled
us, definitely out-executed us,
they were the team that deserved
to win the ballgame.”

“It
Friday

mer, which lost at home to San-
dusky last Saturday.

“This feels great, it gets us
back in the GLL,” said Kurdziel,
who led the Panthers with 24

points.

A back-and-forth first quarter
saw Whitmer emerge with a 19-15
lead. Steve Dagg came off the
bench to score six points in the
quarter for Ross, while Jaynes
had six points for Whitmer.

Jaynes, a certified glass-eater
on the boards, sparked Whitmer

at the start of the second quarter,
hitting a pair of free throws and
scoring twice on offensive
rebounds. Jaynes, who finished
with a game-high 12 rebounds,
helped Whitmer score 14 points
on i)ffensive pig:dacks. o

“I see everybody trying to box
me out, and I just go-through
them or go around them, one of
the two,” Jaynes said.

From there, Barre’s penetra-
tion carried the Panthers, as the
point slashed through the
Ross defense en route to a layup
and five free throws. Relying on
dribble penetration was ﬁﬁa:ﬁ
new for Whitmer, said coa
Bruce Smith.

“It's our game plan every
week, not necessarily against

r

Inside: Woodmore loses two-
point game. Page B3

Ross,” Smith said.

Dagg scored four points on put-
backs to keep Ross within strik-
ing distance during the middle
part of the quarter.
be“eSteve has beenla player that’s

n improving a lot for us, espe-
cially in the last week of prac-
tice, he’s starting to get comfort-
able in the system, and it showed
tonight,” Gedeon said.

“He had a really good second
quarter, really kept us within
shooting distance for awhile
there.”

See WHITMER, B4



Whitmer beats Ross to even GLL record

Continued from B1

Ross took advantage of Whit-
mer’s inability to stretch its lead,
and frantically rallied in the last
two minutes of the quarter to tie
the game at 37-37. The 102 run
started when Bryan Root scored
on a feed from Reggie Jones, and
Jones followed with a basket
himself.

Joell Heidelburg hit a 3-point-
er, and Root was fouled by Whit-
mer’s Jay Watt on the play. Root
missed the free throw, but Jones
rebounded and scored. Andrew
Diller’s 3-pointer capped the ral-
ly, but Gedeon said he knew the
Little Giants could not sustain
that style of play.

“In the second quarter, we
were trying on one possession to
make up 10 points, we got away
from what we do best, which is
making sure that all five players
are offensive threats,” Gedeon
said. “We wound up shooting the
first shot, and that’s not when
we're at our best.”

With his team somewhat shell-
shocked, Smith worked damage
control in the locker room.

“We worked very, very hard in
the first half to establish that 10-
point lead, but we knew that as
talented as they are and as
streaky as they are, that they
would come back on us,” said
Smith. “Out of the 16 minutes, I
thought we had outplayed them
14 of them. I told them we were
in control, and if we continued to
play the way we did in the first
half we’d be OK, and it turned
out we were.”

But not before another stiff
challenge by Ross.

Jones started the third quarter
hitting 1-of-2 free throws to tie
the game, and after Jason Wagn-
er gave Whitmer a brief lead,
Jones’ emphatic reverse dunk off
an alley-oop from Robb Ritzman
tied the game at 40-40. The 6-foot-
4 junior stayed out of foul trouble
for the first time this season, and

responded in a big way with a
team-high 24 points and 11
rebounds.

“We tried to exploit Reggie’s
shot-blocking and draw fouls, but
I've got to give that young man
some credit, he stayed out of foul
trouble, and he was a force from
the beginning to the end,” said
Smith.

Ross even took a 4644 lead on
Heidelburg’s 3-pointer with 5:30
to play in the third quarter, but
the Little Giants hurriedly took 3-
pointers on their next five pos-
sessions.

On the other end, Wagner was
hitting layup after layup. Per-
haps the fourth or fifth offensive
option for the Panthers, Wagner
scored 12 of his 15 points in the
third quarter, the last six coming
on successive three-point plays.

“He did an outstanding job, he
really came through for us that
quarter,” Jaynes said.

His coach agreed.

“What Jason gave us was
absolutely huge, because with
the absolute studs that Ross has
inside, he played very intelli-
gently,” Smith said. “When we
get what we got out of him
tonight, we're going to be pretty
tough to beat.”

Whitmer took a 57-48 lead into
the fourth quarter, and Kurdziel

Season’s
Greetings from
Our Family
to Yours!

in our family of satis-
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independent agency,
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competitive
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We rep- \

took over. The 6-foot senior, an
all-GLL pick last season, scored
the Panthers’ first nine points of
the quarter, and his penetration
in the final five minutes helped
foul out Ross guards Heidelburg
and Ritzman.

“That was our game plan, to
keep driving and make them foul
out, and they had two or three
people foul out,” Jaynes said.

Whitmer iced the game down
the stretch at the line, making 9-
of-14 free throws.

In addition to Jones’ 24 points
and Dagg’s 11, Root added a sea-
son-high 10 points, and Heidel-
burg added 10. Jaynes finished
with 18 points for Whitmer, and
Barre chipped in 11.

Ross hosts Fostoria Tuesday,
with JV action starting at 6 p.m.

Before you arrive at a party, design
from drinking alcoholic beverages fo:
safe way home! Remember, that one
in your driving responses.

Never drive if you are sleepy and v
as careful. Let’s make the holidays ¢
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Basketball
High School Boys

Whitmer 77, Ross 70

ROSS—Kelly Lytle 1-2-4, Robb Ritz-
man 1-1-3, Joell Heidelburg 4-0-10,
Andrew Diller 1-0-3, Juan Vela 1-0-3,
Steve Dagg 5-1-11, Reggie Jones 10-3-
24, Tyson Liggins 1-0-2, Bryan Root 5-0-
10. Totals 29-7-70. ‘

WHITMER—Mike Kurdziel 7-9-24,
David Veres 3-2-9, Jason Wagner 6-3-
15, Cedric Jaynes 7-4-18, B.J. Barre 3-4-
11. Totals 26-22-77.

Ross 1§ 22 1122 — 70
Whitmer 19 19 1920 — 77

TEAM REBOUNDS — Whitmer 39
(Jaynes 12, Barre 9), Ross 31 (Jones
11).

3 PT FGs — Ross 5-19 (Heidelburg 2,
Vela 1, Jones 1, Diller 1), Whitmer 3-11
(Veres 1, Kurdziel 1, Barre 1)

TURNOVERS — Ross 10, Whitmer
10.

Records: Ross 4-1 (2-1), Whitmer 4-1

(1-1).
Junior varsity

Ross 67, Whitmer 54

ROSS — Kelly Lytle 4-4-12, Mike
Price 0-3-3, Jeremy Scott 1-0-2, Doug
Garvey 4-0-9, Mike Ziemke 0-2-2, T.J
Hammer 3-4-11, Alfonzo Vann 8-3-19,
Chris Tullis 1-0-2, Chris Burroughs 2-1-5,
Chris Beard 1-0-2. Totals 24-17-67

WHITMER — Fletcher 1-0-2, Alexan-
der 7-3-20, Mosely 3-5-12, Hice 2-2-6,
Sabin 3-1-7, Wosielewski 1-2-4. Totals
18-14-54.
Ross 22 11 16 18 — 67
Whitmer 12 14 16 12 — 54

Record: Ross 5-0




All 12 Little Giants
score in GLL win

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

Fremont Ross guard Steve Dagg found
out he was starting against Fostoria
Tuesday night at time of the junior
varsity game. It was the junior’s first
start for the Little Giants, and it came as
somewhat of a surprise.

“I was kind of wondering why, but I had
a good week of practice and a good week
Las‘!i week, so [ tgu.nk I deserved it,” Dagg
said.

The move by coach Mark Gedeon paid
off, as Dagg scored five of Ross’s first
seven points of the game, and the Little

Giants never looked back, beating the
Redmen 77-38. With the win, Ross
improves to 5-1 overall, 3-1 in the Great

es League, while Fostoria falls to 1-5,
0-3.

Dagg finished AT TR Loy
with 11 points and R Tuesday -
nine rebounds for NOSS e
Ross, and Reggie Fostoria.............. 38
Jones had 14 points Tuesday
and nine rebounds. gowsher at Ross, 6 p.m.
All 12 Ross players ————
that suited up for the game scored.

“I thought offensively we executed bet-
ter, we made some efforts in practice to
reverse the basketball, to not take the
first available shot,” said Gedeon. “I
thought we did a much better job getting
people involved.

“Obviously when you have all 12 play-

ers score, that’s a good sign.”

All five Ross starters scored in the first
quarter as the Little Giants took a 16-3
lead. Dagg and Joell Heidelburg had five
points apiece in the quarter.

It was the second straight 11-point
game for Dagg, a transfer from North
Carolina who had come off the bench in
each of the first five games.

“I just moved, so it was kind of weird
coming into a whole new system,” said
Dagg. “It’s just like starting all over, but
I'm starting to pick up on it now, and my
game’s starting to come back.”

Starting in place of center Tyson Lig-
gins, Dagg moved from the wing to the
post at times, dusting off a low-block
game he hasn’t had to use in some time.

See ]

p—
News-Messenger/Andrew Morrison
STEVE DAGG scores two of his 11 points
against Fostoria's Paul Beeson (24).



JUAN VELA battles for position with Fostoria’s Jame
Smith in Ross’s 77-38 win Tuesday night.

Ross pounds Fostoria

Continued from B1

“It’s the first time I've played post in awhile,” Dagg
said. “I used to play it when I was younger, because I
was bigger than everybody, but it felt good to be able
to get down there.”

Liggins picked up the pace in the second quarter,
scoring six points off feeds from Jones and Heidel-
burg, and Ross led 47-16 at halftime. Heidelburg and
Robb Ritzman each finished with six assists.

The Little Giants shot a blistering 14-0f-20 (70 per-
cent) from the field in the quarter en route to a 31-of-
55 (56.3 percent) performance.

By contrast, Fostoria was ice cold, shooting 3-0f-22
| (13.6 percent) in the first and fourth quarters. Ross’s
| relentless defense forced 21 Fostoria turnovers and
| limited their guests’ open looks.

“We've got a pretty good defense, but there’s still a
lot we can improve on,” Dagg said. “We work on it
every day in practice 90 percent of the time, and hope-
fully it’ll pay off by the end of the year.”

The depth Ross has shown will definitely pay off
down the road, said Fostoria coach Jim Rutter.

“They obviously can wear you down with that
depth,” said Rutter, who lost seven of his projected
top eight players for this season because of injuries
and transfers. “Ever since Mark Gedeon’s been here
it seems like he’s played a lot of kids, and that cer-
tainly helps keep the morale up. He has depth and we
have none.”

That depth extended to sophomore guard Kelly
Lytle, who played well in his first extensive varsity
action. Spelling Ritzman for most of the second and
fourth quarters, Lytle finished with eight points, four
assists and two rebounds.

“That was one of our goals when we were setting up
for this game. We wanted to get Kelly Lytle some
playing time,” Gedeon said. “I thought he started off
a little tentatively, like you would expect, but he went
back in there and did exactly what he needed to do.
He was aggressive, he was assertive, it was nice to
see him have some success.”

Greg Fleming had the most success for Fostoria,
leading all scorers with 21 points. After three quar-
ters, Fleming had scored 20 of his team’s 32 points.

“I thought he was a little nervous early when he got
his first shot sent back at him (by Jones), but then I
though he gathered himself pretty well,” said Rutter.

Juan Vela also had 11 points for Ross, Bryan Root
had five points and Andrew Diller had four points.
Junior varsity call-up Anthony Vann had four points,
and cohorts T.J. Hammer and Chris Beard had two
points apiece.

“Everybody who stepped on the floor gave us some-
thing positive,” Gedeon said.

Ross takes the holidays off before hosting Toledo
Bowsher next Tuésday in a non-league game.

Basketball

High School Boys

Ross 77, Fostoria 38

ROSS — Reggie Jones 6-0-14, Steve
Dagg 4-3-11, Juan Vela 4-2-11, Kelly
Lytle 3-2-8, Tyson Liggins 3-0-6, Robb
Ritzman 2-1-5, Joell Heidelburg 2-0-5,
Bryan Root 2-1-5, Andrew Diller 2-0-4,
Alfonzo Vann 1-2-4, T.J. Hammer 1-0-2,
Chris Beard 1-0-2. Totals 31-11-77.

FOSTORIA — Greg Fleming 9-3-21,
Dane Bringman 2-0-4, Carey Wade 2-0-
4, Ryan Gerritsen 1-1-3, Jim Rivera 1-0-
3, Chris Gahris 1-0-2, Jamie Smith 0-1-1.
Totals 16-5-38.

Fostoria 313 16 6 — 38
Ross 16 31 16 14 — 77

REBOUNDS — Ross 42 (Dagg 9,
Jones 9), Fostoria 23 (Fleming 6,
Smith 5)

FGs — Ross 31-53, Fostoria 16-51.

3 PT FGs — Ross 4-10 (Jones 2,
Heidelburg 1, Vela 1), Fostoria 1-9
(Rivera 1)

ASSISTS — Ross 26 (Ritzman 6, Hel-
delburg 6, Lytle 4).

TURNOVERS — Ross 16, Fostoria
21.

Records: Ross 5-1 (3-1), Fostoria 1-5
(0-3)

Junior varsity

Ross 57, Fostoria 47
ROSS—Kaelly Lytle 2-2-6, Mike Price
3-0-6, Alfonzo Vann 2-0-4, T. J. Hammer
3-1-8, Chris Beard 7-0-14, Chris Tullis 1-
1-3, Kevin Byers 3-0-6, Kyle Myers 0-2-
2, Greg Burroughs 1-0-2. Totals 22-6-57
FOSTORIA—Brice Moore 1-0-3,
Emesto Gonzales 8-2-21, Rob Downing
4-0-8, Jim Rivera 1-0-3, Chris Gahris 0-
2-2, Josh Newlove 1-0-2, Jeremy Smith
0-1-1, Mike Tucker 1-0-2, Omar
DelLaRose 1-0-2, Josh McClellan 1-0-3
Totals 18-5-47
Fostoria 7 9 922 — 47
Ross 19 6 19 13 — §7
Record: Ross 6-0.



Ross puts on a show

Dagg, Heidelburg,
Root bury Bowsher

By KYLE TIMMONS

corresp

Showtime.

Ross fans of all ages had to enjoy Fre-
mont Ross’s 88-50 victory over Toledo
Bowsher Tuesday night at the Purple Pit,
as the Little Giants put on a show that will
be hard to forget.

“That was the best we've played all
year,” said Ross guard Steve Dagg.

Dagg, who finished with 20 points, awed
those in attendance with two thunderous
dunks

“Steve thrives in the open court game,”
said Ross coach Mark Gedeon. “This
game fit perfectly into his skills. That’s
the type of performance that we know
Steve is capable of having.”

The Little Giants (6-1) struggled during
the first quarter before finally taking the
lead on a one-handed slam from Joell Hei-
delburg.

“That dunk by Heidelburg seemed to set
the tone there, because it proved that we
could run the transition,” Gedeon said.
“Our kids knew if they got some rebounds,
that would allow our break lanes to open
up, and from there it just sort of steam-

rolled.”
Heidelburg fin- _ Tuesday
ished with 19 poin;s. RHoss! 2. e e 88
Gedeon also
attributed the slow ek ?owshgr """ 50
start to his team’s uesday
attention on Bowsh- B"g’“" (Mich.) at
oss, 6 p.m.

er forward Keith
Triplett.

“Early we're trying so hard to take
away Triplett’s touches,” Gedeon said.
“Obviously he’s an outstanding basketball
player and we wanted to see what (Bow-
sher) would do from the perimeter.”

Triplett, who was averaging 31.6 points
a game, finished with a team-high 20
points.

“We knew who we had to stop and
everybody knew who we had to stop,”
Dagg said. “He scored 20 points, but he’s
going to get his. He’s a really good player.
But we played really good defense.”

Leading 13-11 after one quarter, Ross
got things rolling in the second quarter as
Bryan Root scored 10 of his career-high 19
points as the Little Giants cruised to a 38-
17 lead at the half.

“The last couple of games I didn’t score
very much,” Root said. “So it feels pretty
good.”

Bowsher coach Dave Ross compliment-
ed Root’s and Dagg'’s play.

“Dagg played a great game,” Ross said.
“(Dagg and Root) were big.

“They beat us down court and got layups
after one or two passes. Some of our pos-
sessions in the second half we worked our
butts off to just get two points and then
(Ross) throws two passes, laying it up at
the other end. That’s really tough to

.\‘: R\
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JOELL HEIDELBURG drives over Bowsher's Chad Lowe for a first-quarter basket.

rebound from.”

Gedeon also praised the play of Root

“He works very, very hard,” said
Gedeon. “He has great foot work and has
a great feel around the bas!

“It’s tough to have
make that five- to
specializes in that.”

Gedeon said he was pleased with Ross’
second-quarter execution.

“The second quarter I think we played
some outstanding basketball,” said Gedeon.

Juan Vela added eight points and Tyson
Liggins and Chris Beard also added six
points apiece for Ross.

“Fremont throws a lot of obstacles at

vou,” said Ross. “They’ve got some guys
who can cover some ground real well.”

Gedeon said he was also pleased with
his team’s unselfishness.

“We had some guys make some great
passes,” said Gedeon. “It was a total team
effort.”

Ross was able to involve some of its
younger players as Kelly Lytle, T.J. Ham-
mer and Beard got valuable playing time.

“It’s great for next year and the year
after that,” Lytle said. “I'll be more expe-
rienced and know what’s happening.”

The Little Giants will return to action
Jan. 8 as they host Great Lakes League
foe Bedford.




Basketball
High School Boys

Ross 88, Toledo Bowsher 50
BOWSHER—Drayton Rouse 2-0-4,
Rashad Cooper 3-0-8, Chad Lowe 1-0-3,
Mark Triplett 2-0-4, Shawn Sanders 1-2-
4, Josh McCloud 3-1-7, Keith Triplett 9-2-
20. Totals 21-5-50.
ROSS—Robb Ritzman 1-0-3, Joell
. Heidelburg 7-3-19, Andrew Diller 2-1-5,
Juan Vela 4-0-8, Steve Dagg 9-2-20,
Reggie Jones 1-0-2, Tyson Liggins 3-0-
B, Bryan Root 9-1-19, Chris Beard 3-0-6.
' Totals 39-7-88.
Bowsher 11 6 1518 — 50
Ross 13 25 27 23 — 88
3-Pt FG's: Ross 3 (Heidelburg 2, Ritz-
man), Bowsher 3 (Cooper 2, Lowe 1).
Rebounds: Ross 34, Bowsher 12
- Tumovers: Bowsher 20, Ross 12
~ ‘Records: Ross 6-1, Bowsher 3-3.

- Ross 66, Toledo Bowsher 42
BOWSHER-—Mike Menchaca 7-6-22,
Darrell Jenkins 3-2-9, Jamaal Jones 3-0-
. 7, Adam Ignatowicz 0-2-2, Michael
Gause 0-2-2. Totals 13-12-42.
ROSS—Kelly Lytle 1-0-2, Mike Price
© 1:5-8, Jeremy Scott 3-0-6, Doug Garvey
2-2-7, T. J. Hammer 3-0-6, Jeremy
Jones 1-0-2, Alfonzo Vann 1-2-4, Chris
Tullis 1-1-3, Greg Burroughs 2-1-5,
Kevin Byers 3-1-7, Chnis Beard 7-2-16.
Totals 25-14-66.
Bowsher 6 8 1018 — 42
Ross 18 13 14 21 — 66
'Repord: Ross 7-0.
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Quick start lifts
Little Giants

Vela, Dagg key win over Columbian

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor
The Fremont Ross boys
basketball team had not
in 17 days before Sat-
y's 75-54 win over Tiffin
Columbian, a stretch nu:it
saw three games postpo
two practices canceled and
numerous rides on the emo-
tional roller coaster.
But one thing the winter
weather could not take away

Boys
basketball

opening tip, Dagg took Robb
Ritzman’s pass to score on a

Juan Vela followed with his
first of five 3-pointers to
force a 20-second timeout
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Ross moves to 4-1 in GLL with win

Continued from B1

Immediately preceding Find-
lay’s shot-less possession, Trojan
center Jason Wenner put up a
floater which Jones redirected
into the fifth row, smacking a
female spectator in the head.

When asked if he saw a change
in the Trojans’ demeanor after
the block, Jones said, “Yeah, I
think they were a little scared.”

Jones was anything but scared
in his first appearance off the
bench this season. After adjust-
ing to the game’s flow, Jones
nailed a pair of 3-pointers, and
scored three of the Little Giants’
last five points in the first half,
as Ross took a 30-20 halftime

lead.

Coming off the bench provided
an interesting challenge for the
6-foot4 junior.

“It’s hard, but you've got to
adjust to it, and I think I adjust-
ed very well,” said Jones. “I had
to bring more to the team off the

mates up.”

Gedeon, who has not hesitated
e e b thought Iringig

sai 0

Jones off the bench added an ele-
ment of surprise.

“I think it gives us a different
avenue,” he said. “They're prol’r

In th);athixﬂ quarter, Ritzman
icked up right where Jones had
ﬁeﬂoﬁ,hittingalayuponthemt-
tle Giants’ first possession. Ross
&?ldscoreitshﬁrstlzptoh'mjtsof

quarter on layups, with Jones
adding six points and Liggins

chipping in four.

“Whoever was guarding me, I
thought I could get position on
them a little bit, so I thought I'd
take advantage of it,” said Ritz-
man.

Defensively, Ross mixed looks,
switching between various zones
and man-to-man. Findlay
attempted just four shots in the
first four minutes of the third
quarter, including a 24-foot air-
ball by leading scorer Doug
Barnes and a 3-point attempt by
the post-oriented Wenner.

“We did a pretty good job, our
defense especially, use we
ran defense (in practice) the
whole week,” said Liggins.
thSaid Gedeox}itu“Defensively,

ey got very little penetration
from the top. Then you look at
Tyson Liggins, coming in not
only with 10 points but what a
good job he did defensively.
When you play that zone, you've
got to have an enforcer in the
middle, someone who does that
dirty work, and Tyson does that
for us.”

Trailing 4529 starting the

Is Your 1999

RESOLUTION
Getting In Shape?
Then you need to see

FREMONT

SCHWINN

for all of your workout
equipment..

.
Disewver

fourth , Findlay made a
run, as baskets by Ben Roethlis-
berger, Wenner and Chad Baxter
cut the deficit to 45-35. )

“I think we got away from
things we like to do at times, we
didn’t get the ball inside enough,
we took a couple quick shots,”
said Gedeon.

After Gedeon called a timeout
with 6:11 remaining, Liggins and
Jones scored the next 14 Ross
points, with Ritzman assisting on
three baskets.

“Down the stretch, when we
needed to execute, we did a good
job,” Ritzman said.

Ritzman hit his third 3-pointer
to push the lead to 6243, and
Steve Dagg's putback basket
accounted for the final margin of
vi ;

“I think when m)s)u gc:i into an
opponent’s you dominate
them, you d?sg;veallﬂme credit in
the world, and that’s what Fre-

mont did,” said Snodgrass.

. UNBELIE
PRI

36” Chain
Saw - 16”

*22cu in.-2.2hp

* Inertia chain brake

* Lifetime ignition
warranty

$ l 9995

Sugg. list $269.95
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* Prices, products, promotions, and $39:
offers may vary by dealer. ® 1997 HFG S AL







Vela keys Ross win

Junior ties
3-point record
By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

Just call Juan Vela Mr.

Saturday
Ross 76
Bedford 55
Friday
Oregon Clay at Ross, 6 p.m.

Inside: Ross girls beat
Notre Dame. Page B3
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s0 he does feel com-

News-Messenger/Guy
ANDREW DILLER shoots a
layup during first-half action.



Quick start pushes
Ross past Mules

Continued from B1

guard
eacgoint elght

assxsts creal open looks
Vela SwveD%andWsonLig-

“I’m get mzl

mates involved,” Hei elburg
said. “If I don’t have it, I'm going

”%‘i,": I

teammate H

gave it to most often Saturday

was Vela. Heidelburg assisted on

three of Vela’s first four 3-point-

ers.

“Jo Jo, he’s real quick, he can
take to the hole, and
he'd drive and take two defend-
ers with him,” Vela said.

Said Heidelburg: “I knew that
if they colla on me, I was
going to kick it out to him. I
wanted him to get the record.”

So did Gedeon and the Ross
coaches who called four special

Sot thres shots off

attempt Ve got

on thoset&laays, and one of the
record-tying shot

was
“Ithlnkev one wanted to
seeiItlwycouﬁetJuanashot
at it,” Gedeon ;

Vela with

mamingn crowd voiced
1:54 remaining, the Vo

its displeasure. Then again, it
was the first time the home folks
had much to boo about all night.
Led by Bryan Root’s six early
points, Ross took a 23-9 lead after

slightly concerned with his
team’s interior defense.

BRYAN ROOT shoots a layup in the
first half of Fremont Ross's 76-55
win over Bedford Saturday night.

Bedford coa
whoseteamfelltos—7overall,2-5
in the GLL. “Obviously, I'm
imy but at the same time,

't think we were on in the
first half.”

Ross sputtered in the third

afo posseasions
on sever.
The Little Giants had just eight
field goal ai in the
b btultlemm onijotlfnaonly

By the fourth quarter,
question left unanswered was
whether or not Vela would break
Hammer’s record. Vela admitted
the record was on his mind in the
game’s latter stages.

“Last game (against
Columbian), it came up, alot
of people knew it was seven,”
Vela said. “Once it got to six and
seven, that’s when I started

about it. I'm trying to
make shot, but if I don't,
there’s always next year.”







Ross’s Jones on a roll

Junior leads team
in scoring, highlights

By SCOTT TAPPA
editor

No, the 6-foot4 Jones
to break the rules of

guard Andy Francis threw
a lob pass upcourt, but was
startled ~ when Jones

pro
out of mid-air, starting a
fast break the other way.

® In Friday’s win at

Findlay, Trojans forward
Jason Wenner challenged
m;ydﬂve..lomw
a
zmwm
time, Wenner’s
In mﬁm
aj y, Jones,
vﬂl:asguardlngvvm
int.hep&tookmstep,
leaped blocked
Barnes’ 3-point
leading to a Joell H
burg basket.

“If T get a big block,
ot Ky gl
score i
:I':)gnes. “Itwakesme:;yz
little bit, gi”ves me some

mo j
® In last Saturday’s win
over Tiffin Columbian,
Jones threw down a dunk
s rving taking ot
us )
from just inside the foul
W in for a
slam,

“You don’t know how
good it was until someone

tells you about it,” Jones

—or any sport, for that
matter — until he was in
seventh grade, the chal-
lenge was just too great to
pass up.

e b
5 po’
guard Ritzman says

:

This includes scoring
around the basket in post
up situations. While the
180-pound Jones gives up
10-20 pounds to other area

still finish — he’s shooting

REGGIE JONES leads Fremont Ross in scoring this season at 14.7 points per game.

66 percent from two-point
range — is incredible.”
Jones has also added
more of a perimeter flavor
tohisoﬂex:sivegame,taﬂl:
ing 3-point shots in
rhythm of the offense, as
well as assuming point
guard responsibilities on

occasion.

“It’s i because
it makes the defense make
a decision: either come out
and guard me, or stay off,”
Jones says.

When the defense stays
off, Jones is shooting 41
percent from 3-point
range, making multiple 3-
pointers against Findlay
and Bowling Green. When
defenders come out on
him, the result is often
highlight film material.

“It’s nice, all you have to

do is put the ball up by the
rim and he can go get it,”
gaysR.i!zman." can out-

jumping ﬂmmﬂ for
a team in Florida. Near
the end of the 1997-98
school year, Jones decided
to move in with Georgia
Woodson —  cousin
Charles’ mother — near
blay fo. ghloganied
play for y-
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JOELL HEIDELBURG throws down a dunk in the first quarter of Fremont Ross's 80-50 win over Oregon Clay on Friday.

Heidelburg, Jones lead sixth straight win

By SCOTT TAPPA
Sports editor

mont Ross boys

coach

Mark Gedeon has

said that Joell Heidelburg

and e Jones are the

two most talented players
he’s coached.

It would be no stretch,

then, to say that Heidel-

against,

Friday night at the Pur-
ple Pit, Heidelburg and
Jones combined to
the Eagles’ point total as
the Little Giants beat Clay
8050 in a Great Lakes

l.aague game,

“I'm glad that Joell is a
senior — I wish
was,” said Guerrero “T've
seen Joell

Jones, who recorded a
season-high 29 points, and

Boys basketball

Heidelburg, who finished
with 21, each had 14 in the
first half, and were key in a
third run that put
the game away for Ross

(10-1, 6-1).
For the third straight
got off to

The timeout did Clay
wonders, as the Eagles (6-
6, 2-5) inched ahead on a
Tony Katschke free throw.
: “We::d'ennmingméro{-
ense being patient,
which is what we wanted to
do,becamewecan‘tnmtdl
them athletically,” said
Guerrero. “We tried to get
a good shot every time.”

Gedeon and Ross tried to
do the same for Jones, and
after a dry spell, the 6-foot-

oss slams Clay

junior responded with 12
straight points, including
eight in a 1 minute, 16 sec-
ond span, a spurt capped
bya undarlngone-hmd

ed dunk.

“It felt pretty good to
come out on a spree like
that, like I did,” said Jones,
whgeunﬂssedoaljusttwoofhis
14 g attempts

Gedeon said working
Jones free was just a mat-
ter of patience on the part
of Jones and the Ross

. While Jones was

slowed slightly by an arch

scoﬂnt'wsjfgaﬂom.
“We he was going

to be a meal ticket for us,

Rice

and if we could isolate him
one-on-one on the block,
with his athleticism, he was
0ing to“;:onvertspu&lgd
n. “We were
ing a little there, and he
gave us focus. It was just a
situation of moving him
around the floor.
"Wehadhiminthem
spot for awhile, moved hi
totheaspotforawhllein

the second

late him o Guids.

'l'hat’swi tl:}o; diversity }ae can

bring a Reggie ones.”
Heidelburg has also been

showing diversity lately,

against ‘I?indhy am
guard

helped the Little Giants
m a 32-20 lead at half-

See ROSS, B3
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REGGIE JONES fights through Clay defenders Ben Tobias, 54, and Tony
Katschke, 32, in the Little Giants' 80-50 win Friday.

Ross beats Clay 80-50

Continued from B1

While Jones and Heidelburg
provided the offense for Ross,
Liggins was the man most re-
m nsible for handling Ben To-
Clay’s leading scorer at 19.4
mints per game. With L
nting Tobias and a host of
tle Giants providing weakside
help, Tobias had seven first-half
points on just one field goal.
“(I'had to) just stay low and be
physi::iaclavlmtll‘:i him, ;b:%ause he’s
i player,” Liggins,
wgg led Ross with eight re-
gztemds( “We did al)l right, he got
10 (actually 15) or so
in the second half.”

Said Gedeon: “For us to do the
defensive we want to do,
Tyson to come bng
for us. He did a great job
Tobias work for ev he
got. (Tobias) had only one field
goal in the first half, and that’s
all Tyson right there.”

With the shot-blocking Jones
behind Tobias, who finished with
22 points, Clay guards had a
:g:gh time gemng the ball into

“I was sup to take away
the lob,” Jones. “If they
knew I was back there, they

thflayhhndgto to lob it, andthen

ight around son.”
at was, of course, if Clay
could fight around the pressure
applied by the Ross backcourt.
At one point in the third
Clay held the ball for 1: 16 before
turning the ball over, resulting in

Rice

two Jones free throws.

Jones would score 15 of the last
17 Ross points in the third quar-
ter as the Little Giants assumed

a commanding 59-34 lead.

“It was outstanding to see,”
said Gedeon, who estimated that
Ross used six different defenses.

In that one stretch our fans
etting into it, our kids
are on the floor clap _l%ing when
they pull it back out. Then we get
astealandalayupoutofthat—
what could be more rewarding?”

Perhaps the greatest reward
for Ross is tonight’s rematch
with Toledo Whitmer. Ross has
not lost since losing 77-70 at Whit-
mer on Dec. 18.

“This is what we’ve worked
for, the opportunity to dictate our
own fate, a chance to prove to
people how much we've im-
proved since that first meeting,
and that we can go out and com-
pete with the big boys,” said
Gedeon. “(The Panthers are)
still champions, in my opinion. I
think this team (Ross) is ready
to take that step, though

Whitmer dro an 83-78 dou-
ble overtime decision at San-
dusky Friday night. Ross travels
to Sandusky, which sits atop the
GLL at 7-0, on Tuesday.
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Basketball

High School Boys

Ross 80, Clay 50

ROSS — Joo‘o’:.tz-s-gﬁ. Joell
m , Juan 3-0-7, Tyson
Liggins 1-2-4, Steve Dagg 2-0-4, Byan
Root 2-0-4, Doug 1-1-3, Alfonzo
Vann 1-0-2, Chris Beard 0-2-2, Greg Gar-
cia 1-0-2, Robb Ritzman 1-0-2. Totals 33-
10-80.

CLAY — Ben Tobias 7-7-22, Joe Ro-
mano 3-0-7, Eric Huguely 2-0-6, Tony
Katschke 2-1-5, Bob Nowackl 2-0-4, Justin
Pirrwitz 1-0-3, Gordon Bumpus 1-0-2,

0-1-1. Totals 18-9-50.
Clay 14 6 1416 — 50
Ross 16 16 27 21 — B0

3 PT FGs: Ross 4-12 (Heidelburg 3,
Vela 1), Clay 4-13 (Huguely 2, Romano 1,
Pirrwitz 1).

REBOUNDS: Ross 32 (Liggins 8), Clay
24 (Tobias 9).

ASSISTS: Ross 15 (Ritzman 5), Clay 9.

TURNOVERS: Ross 8, Clay 23,

Records: Ross 10-1 (6-1), 6-6 (2-5).

Junior varsity

Ross 55, Clay 44

ROSS — Kelly Lytle 7-3-18, Doug Gar-
vey 1-0-3, Mike Ziemke 1-0-2, T.J. Ham-
mer 3-3-9, Jeremy Jones 1-1-3, Alfonzo
Vann 2-0-4, Greg Burroughs 1-0-2, Kevin
Byers 1-0-2, Chris Beard 4-4-12. Totals
21-11-55.

CLAY — O'Shea 2-0-6, Johnston 0-6-6,
Wasserman 0-3-3, Fox 1-0-2, Zakrzewski
3-1-7, Stager 4-4-14, Bumpus 3-0-6. To-

tals 13-14-44.

Clay 121 12 9 - 44

Ross 156 14 6 20 — 55
Record: Ross 10-1
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Guards lead Ross boys to big home victory over Toledo Whitmer
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one foul in the third quarter.

“It starts in practice. Coach must
have told us 50 times how many
times we fouled them in the first
game,” Vela said.

Said Heidelburg: “I just think we

weren’t reaching, we weren’t get-
ticky-tack fouls. When we did

foul them, we fouled them hard.”

Ross has now won seven
games since its lone loss to Whit-

onti bining to go 6-for-6 in the fourth “We wanted to make sure mer, but stayed a game
conthued Fom The free throw line was key all takhuzir e angfptgtlrd FGLL wi‘gmthe - vfmahmoﬂgm
On the other end, Tyson W was il was away some r ag- a 72-59 win over on
game long, as it was in Whitmer’s  gressiveness by playing zone. Clay on Saturday. The Little Giants

started the fourth 7770 win over Ross on Dec. 18, Ross execmd li‘:gmm travel to Sandusky on Tuesday for
In the teams’ first committing three fouls in both the amkwpotagamec;mzmmd

mer shot 34 free throws, first and second quarters, and just ~ from Jan. 16, and a win a

monumental five-day stretch for
Gedeon’s ;

“For us to beat Whitmer for the
first time since I've been varsity
coach is a major stone for
us, it takes some of that stigma
away,” Gedeon said. “Now, we
have a team ranked 16th
in the state. If we were to be suc-
cessful against them, hopefully
we'd get some notice.”

-~
FENDER BENDER?

Rent one of our cars

WE RENT ‘EM
AND FIX ‘EM!

gl )







Sandusky stops 7-game Ross r

- 14, 16 points in a row without
being »

The run Ro-lnlhock,
and the Little Giants did
munulthcmﬂdle of
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Ross falls at Sandusky 80-69

basket for Sandusky.

Ross continued to chip away,
with Jones and scor-
ing off offensive . But

rehn-nedﬂ:efavor,wlth

nwyj"::pgotmorthmgmthat
can we' sevenordght.
so there’s
by ﬂnhad,htdeh::
away at
d:ip Streaks answered every time.
Early in the fourth R

layup and two
free gave Sandusky a 6046

“You can’t foul Farris. He's at 84
(pammt)eomlngh.amihe’llull
up at 90,” said Kurt.

Ross had one last chance when
Jones’ three-point play with 27.6

seconds left cut the
free throws from

Farris put the game away.
"Wejmtdidnotdoagoodjobof
especially

to six. But
and

andsevmrdmlﬂsand.lmn\'ela
added 12 points.
Farris added 19 points for San-

Roucamewlthinnvapotnh dmky anlexmlbddowna
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T 5

olds on for
oy

ve 3-pointers to give Ross
"?‘uﬂtu important to “’m
¥ it was in our
mﬁwmmwwﬂdv m‘&”mi’“"”
out and execute the way we were  doza was
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hung with the Little Giants.  “Fremont could have taken it
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points, pair ended free throws, and gave Ross
with 16 and 14 s, mhadwithan c two-
Fostoria (4-11, 0-9) also handed dunk. Ritzman then assist-
up its perimeter b ed baskets by Vela and Jones,

game. i
score,}'lismassistsequatemm

Ross travels to play No. 4 Toledo
St. John’s in a non-conference
ame Tuesday. The Titans
off No. 1 Toledo Central
Catholic 5248 Friday at Savage
Hallin Toledo.
night, Sandusky beat Findlay 663
toclh’:chatiefortheleagwcham—
pionship.






Ross no match for
St.John’s in loss

Titans use second-quarter run in win
By SCOTT TAPPA e
Sports editor |

TOLEDO — Toledo St. LIS ... slini st 80
John’s is ranked No. 2 in the Ross............ 54
Ohio Associated Press poll, Saturd
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Ross boys fall to No. 2 St. John’s 80-54

control g
Continued from BT sung Chat resulted in some easy rpoe i s g

Leading 45-23 at halftime, St. pen.
Jones, who finished with a ;b .o n oo inthesec-  “For some of our players, I was

game-high 18 points, hit a 3-point- ondhalfmth tting the Ti- v to see that they
umﬂm,stopgf leed- ISseeondnn- tﬂthdr level down a
) Pt f tothethird couple notches. One of the focus-
BT Ielobabpe Shpabi
y A never . y
ﬁ&mmmm”mm Jo'lh‘lx:;sleadundermpomu. m%mtgguowmenn&m
. ; Titam’mperlordq)thm wants we

“Sometimes teams feel it, and I o 1 jitle Giants down in the sec-  do to be a su basketball

thinkwefeltitﬂghtthe’re said ond half. St. John’s bench players ~ team.”
WWM&M’"W"" outscored the Ross bench 215, Ross, which has lost two of it
-Emsh Mﬂngrealwe“,b with regular starter Joell last three , travels to Mans-
ontarget 00 . Heidelburgco off the bench n for another non-
it starts on the defensive end. to score for Ross.
Jones was the lone Ross player “1 think were times on the
toscore in the last 728 of the half. 0, where we had people with
Meanwhile, the Titans closed i peads down, that weren't go-
the half with two layups and a free ing to rise to the challenge of try-

throw by Mike Dissett. ing to to win that next
ﬁ§ht pos-
“We knew the inside would be a Gedeon said. “You can’t

field







Ross falls on
road to Rogers

By SCOTTTAPPA
Sports editor

TOLEDO — All season,
Fremont Ross has set the
tomforltswmsinmeo;rm-
ing moments of the first

opponents
"‘“‘%‘:f“m

of offensive
”%‘;2%.“"

right off the
Rogers stole

t, Toledo

Little Gi-

ants’ rotmne,settlngan:lg
ve tone earl

thatstyleof ytoa78-

Jones won the

mg forRoss (13-4)

withastealforRogers,and
after being fouled made 1-of-
2 free throws. Flowers got an-
other steal on the next Ross
ssession, and while the

’ lead was just 3-0, the
t%es were a sign of

come. &
“I was a must-win situa-

tion for us, it was Senior

" Night, and we knew we had
to come out and execute,”
said Rogers senior Justin
Chapman, who finished with

‘ms\mmmd
aboostforRogu-s,whichen-

Friday
Ross at Bedford, 6 p.m.

~ came gradually. With

tered the game with a 3-11
record.

“From an execution stand-
;f)romt :Jhe came out

om the beginning,” sai
Ross coach Mark Gedeon.
“We had a couple turnovers,
didn’t recognize the 3-point
shooters.

“l was definitely disap-

pointed with our focus before
the game. Any time you go on
the road, especially agamst a
City League team, you've got
to be ready to play from the
beginning, and if you give
them some life, boy, they're
just going to take off. Sure

enough, they took off.”

. But the Rams’ full off
ow-
ers hittmg from the outside
for 14 first quarter points,
Rogers took a 22-17 lead after
one quarter, with point guard
Robb Ritzman keeping Ross
close with six points.

See ROSS, B3



















News-Messenger/Andrew Morrison

STEVE DAGG throws down an alley-oop dunk in Ross's 93-50 win Saturday.

Five Little Giants hit double digits

By SCOTTTAPPA
Sports editor
his team’s

W

Port Clinton ....cceeeveennnne 50

Friday
Sandusky at Ross, 6 p.m.
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By KYLE TIMMONS
News-Messenger

Four Fremont Ross se-
mors entered their ﬁnal

e i
t one
thlng on theLr mind — a
win against Great Lakes
League champion and
11th-ranked usky,
which defeated the Little

Giants 80-69 on Feb. 2.
The Ross seniors got

their wish by dropp
the Blue Streaks 88-63,
finishing 16-4 and 10-2 in
the GLL, capping the best
season record in

ool history.

Leading the Ross se-
niors in final home

ance was Joell
H elburg, who led all
scorers 27 points.

“I came out with a lot of
intensity,” Heidelburg
said. “I was hyped up for
this game. I went out
there and did what I had
to do.”

After Ross took a 16-14
lead halfway through the
first quarter, Andrew
Diller fed the ball into

Jones, who fin-
with a two-handed ' Graat

dtmk.Jousﬂmshedwith

dﬁlntsmdbnleradded

e Little Giants fin-
ished the quarter with a
%ez;:l run, opening a 30-17

“I thought Fremont
came out of the gate
great,” said Sandusky
coach Ed Kurt. “The pace
of the game was theirs
from the beginning and
they made some great
g.l:ys and pulled away

m us.”

The second quarter was




) VISV, VTV, Qawiluay, revivalry <7, 199v

Ross
pummels
Sandusky

Continued from B1

pretty much the same for Ross
Sendhaky 2010 the i
. big“fao;e the Littla Gi-
an e r was
Garcia, in for Jones, wrgg
had two fo scoring five

g:lntsandgra ing four re-

“Greg definitely had his best
game of the year,” said Ross
eonehGedeon “We were

goingtoput %nwlthabout
ve minutes left in the
andatthatpohntwehadworked
our way up to a 14-point lead.
“Tyson (Liggins) was a lot of
the reason we were able to keep
Raggieonthebench as well as

Gamdﬁ’giﬂmdmt;mpogs
chipped in 16 ts
IAdggj‘gl:}l].l‘addn)wneightrebpoouuds

t,” said Lig-
to show our
crowd that we could play with

Gedeon said he was pleased
with Liggins’

, which
over just three times last Satur-
igainst Port Clinton, com-
d 10 turnovers.

tied a Ross record for assists in
a career.

“We came out and executed
well and it showed on the score-

JOELL HEIDELBURG, above, puts up a shot in the first half of Ross's 88-63
win Friday. Heidelburg led all scorers with 27 points. Robb Ritzman, below,
gets a hug from a fan after the game. Ritzman unofficially tied the school record
for assists in the win over Sandusky, dishing out five.

board Ritzman said. “To come
mwzthabngwinllketh:s it’'s a
great memory.”

Jones also added another two-
handed slam midway through the
fourth quarter on a pass from

Heidelburg.

“They have Re,
(Heidelburg),”
“They are both great athletes
and when their both clicking like
they were tonight, they’re tough
to beat.”

Heidelburg said the win felt
great.

“It feels pretty good to come

e Jones and
urt added.

out with this win,” said Heidel-
burg. “We didn’t come out and
execute the first game te!
we came out execu
That’s what made the difference
in the game.”

The two teams could end up

gain next Friday at t.he
m sectional, but Gedeon

said his team must first turn its
attention to Tuesday’s sectional
game against Tiffin Columbian.

“We need to play our best
game possible,” said Gedeon. “If
not it could be one and done.
Each possession means a lot.”
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Ross’s Jones, Watson
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