Clay clips Little Giants

Ross drops
third game to
rival Eagles

By ALEXIUS TOMASZEWSKI
Statf writer

No coach wants to see errors in the
final game of the season.

But it was those same earl 50N
blunders that cost the Little Giants
softball team its late-season tourna-
ment run in a 4-1 loss to fourth-ranked
Oregon Clay in a Division I district
semifinal Tuesday at Alumni Field.

Ross ends the season 18-10. The Ea-
gles advance to play Anthony Wayne

30 winners over Bowling Green -
on Thursday at Tiffin University.

“They pitched a good game and we
didn't hit the ball, They deserved to
win,” Ross head coach Mike Gilbert
said, “There’s not much you can say.
We didn’t field the ball when we need-
ed to field it and to get to this point,
you have to play error-free ball. And
we didn’t do that.”

Ross, which had four errors to the

zero, was 0-for-3 against Clay
eason, dropping a pair of games
in Great Lakes League play.

Bagles (21-6) broke open a
scoreless game with a run in the top
of the sixth and closed the door on
Ross by scoring three insurance runs
with two outs in the seventh,

Lindsay Miller took first on a field-

choice, and Brooke Shimman fol-
lowed with another single. Ross pitch-
er Miranda Steinberger fielded the
grounder and threw an off-balance
pitch to second hoping to start a dou-
ble play, but the runners were safe,
Miller and Shimman moved on a
Melissa Bowie groundout. Whitney
Ondrus came up and delivered a dou-
ble to score Miller and Shimman.

Gagles pitcher Kristin Crawford
singled and Monica Sigurdson ripped
a single to score Ondrus for the final R R
score. Clay had four of its seven hits
in the inning,

“We were making pretty good con-
tact and we hit a couple of ground
balls right to them. I kept telling them
in the huddle it was going to go,” Rad- : -
abaugh said. “Fremont made a few News-Messenger/Ben Franch

ROSS HURLER Miranda Steinberger delivers a pitch against Oregon Clay Tuesday at Alumni Field during
See GIANTS, B3  Division | district semifinal action. She carried a shutout into the sixth inning, but the Little Giants lost 4-1
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ROSS'S NICOLE MARROQUIN rounds third during the fifth inning of
day's Division | district semifinal against Clay at Alumni Field.
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