1985 Season Review...

Ross will depend on yout

boss, said. ‘I won't hesitate to say
that some of our returning
lettermen will not be in the lineup
this season.

“Of course, after being oh and
seven last season and you have

names of three

added a freshman he feels certain
will be in the opening lineup. The
freshman is 98-pounder Matt
Marinis, winner of several state
and area AAU championships
while competing for the Fremont
Wrestling Club.

“l am sure about him,” the
Ross coach admitted, “‘there is no
doubt about it."”

The sophomores that
Voggenthaler is confident will be
in the lineup are 126-pounder
Gerald Palomo, Shawn Ramirez
at 155 and Jerrid Potter at 132.
Palomo and Ramirez, like
Marinis are winners of several
state and area AAU
championships.

The Ross coach rates the lighter
weights as being the strength of
his teams.

“And if we get everyone in the
right weights, the upper weights
will be tough, too,” Voggenthaler
projected.

There are seven returning
lettermen for the Little Giants,
led by returning Buckeye

ROSS WRESTLING team members are, front row, left to right: Matt Marinis, Chris Vaffis, Todd

-

——"

Scherer, Charlie Hicks, Mike Mezinger, Jerry Palomo; second row: Julio Palacious, Cory
Hofstetter, Noel Young, John Lozano, Dave Middleton, Jerrid Potter, Ross Tijerina, Matt
Lochotzki, Jesse Sepeda; back row: Jim Carroll, Lee Capucini, Todd Beatty, Rick Garza, Darrin
Newell, Steve Meyer and George Weissinger.

Conference champions Mike
Mezinger (112) and Matt Smith
(185). Mezinger, who had a 22-6
record as a junior, will be at 119
this season while Smith, 20-7 a
year ago, will probably be at
heavyweight his senior season.
Mezinger was the team's most
valuable wrestler in the 1983-84
season.

Todd Beatty (175), Dave
Middleton (138) and M are
two-year lettermen. Other
lettermen include Hicks
;,1.1‘2')' .loh;n Lozano uv‘ls). Chris

s (112), eissinger
(167) and Smith. Hicks, Lozano,
Vaffis and Weissinger are juniors.

With Marinis at 98,

Voggenthaler is faced with
r_"bly ha to call up another
reshmen to fill the 105-pound slot.
Three wrestlers are shoot!

for the 112 division. Vaffis
Hicks are being challenged by
non-letterman junior Todd
Sherer. Mezinger will go at 119
while at 126, Palomo gets the nod.
Potter will be at 132 with
Middleton at 138. Lozano is the
145-pounder with Ramirez at 155.
Weissinger is expected to be at 167
with Beatty at 175 and Jim

Carroll, another sophomore
ler is counting on, at
185,
Carroll and Smith could ch

weights but the Ross coach sal

mini-clinic before the b4
The Ross coach also asked that
former wr::ttl:'s in the
program, back
when the program was started by
Mal Mackey, come to the Friday

5
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Smith would most likely be the meet
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Ross wrestlers open season

Mike Mezinger of Fremont Ross, competing for the White School gym Friday. Mezinger defeated Scherer 11-0 but the

Purple came out on top 30-24. The results of the matches

team in the annual Ross “Purple-White" intrasquad wrestling
meet, attempts to bring his foot over the head of Todd are on Scoreboard page 11, along with preliminary-round
Scherer in one of the lightweight matches in the Ross High results of the Gibsonburg Invitational Tournament.

-

Purple 30. White 21

Matches
Matt Marinis (W) d. Chris Vaffis 13-2.

Mike Mezinger (W) d. Todd Scherer 110
Jerry Palomo (W) d. Matt Lochotzki 20-5
Jerrid Potter (P) p. Julio Palacious 3:59

Noel Young (P) p. Jesse Sepeda 2:55

John Lozano (W) p. Rick Garza2:15

Steve Meyer (P) p. Mike Middleton 3:01
George Weissinger (P) p. Darron Newell 2:07
Todd Beatty (W) p. Jim Carroll 3:52

Matt Smith (P) p. Chad Hicks 5:30






By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Ross's Kiddie Korps knocked the monkey off
MMVogmlhuer 's back Saturday.
lmo“lmand

‘Kiddie Korps’ sparks Giants

time. Marinis has been “‘up” with the Ross varsity
thi

the
Clay won at 112 and 119 to tie the match at 12-12 but
Cluy forfeit ll 126 to sophomore Jerry Palomo was
first of three-bout

and three ‘sophomores
impressive wins to go with clutch victories by some
ntermlomdluulwhd\nlmeeu

ln.-1¢|.llmeetnwfd
““The K%ﬂu did a good job," Vommnr

reaffirmed the
Carroll (Jim) did a l.lhel.led
Freshman Matt

helped make s one wish “to

win anything,”” become a reality when the youthful

Little Giants knocked off the Oregon Clay Eagles 41-

28 in a high Ross

High School At 145, Ross
A freshman racked up

Voggenthaler's team suffered through 2:

J Pot!
Schull 127 in the 132-pound bout
Middleton pinned Jeff O'Haver of Clay in 54 seconds
of the 138-pound clash.
on a

Junior John Lozano scored
reversal late in lne final peﬂod to get a 44 draw with
Clay veteran Walendzak. Shawn Ramirez,

Ross senior Todd Be»ly defeated Paul Cox of Clay
12-3 in the 175-pound bout Carroll was pinned
by Wymmwmllmdauml 19

" of the 185-pound clash.

iants Mhe-vywmlmsvnnholnnn.l:(san?:
where Marinis was to make his varsity debut ago, fought to a 44 draw against Gene Krupa

Y21 et i 4 Clay heavy got the tying point when Smith was

‘about Marinis, “so when they did not have a 98- penalized a point for “locking hands™ 30

jpounder, I moved him up to go against their senior. from the end of the match.

Another Ross freshman, Abdoo, was to have I think the matches went pretty much as we

been at 105 but Voggenthaler delayed e

Ross 11, Clay 28

98-Double forfeit
105-Matt Marinis (R)
112-Charles Yohn (C) d. Todd Scherer 104
ll’».loem;;«c'd Jesse Sepeda 6-2.
alomo (R) won by forfeit

p. Mike Martin 5:49.

lu-Jerrld Polter (R) d. LeRo( Schull 12-7.
138-Dave Middleton (R) fO'Haver 0:54
145-John Lozano (R) and Dean Walendzak (C),
draw, 44.
155-Shawn Ramirez (R) p. Adam Herrera 2:26.
167-John Schenk (C) p. George Weissinger
1:49,
175-Todd Beatty (R) d. Paul Cox 12-3.
185-Spence Millimen (C) p. Jim Carroll 1:19.

HVY-Mati Smith (R) and Gene Krupa (C),

JV matches
119-Chris Vaffis (R) p. Dennis Dobo 2:18.

126-Matt Lochotski (R) d. Mike Shrewsberry
15-7.

132-Meyers (C) p. Julio Palacios 1:43.

167-Hernandez (C) d_Steve Meyer 64

HVY-Chad Hicks (R) p. Nissen 0:53.



Ross wrestlers shine
in tough Rogers mat

TOLEDO ~— Fremont Ross
finished a surprising third in the
.20-team Rogers Invitational
‘Wrestling Tournament over the
-weekend.

‘““At the beginning of the
season,’’ Ross wrestling Coach Al
Voggenthaler said, “I that
if we finished in the top half of the
toume“ ment, we would be doing
well.

“Then, I figured it in the
five and when we finished third,
that was super.”’

The Little Giants led the
tournament for most of the
consolation rounds Saturday
afternoon, but Bedford, Mich.,
passed them late in the round
_while picking up momentum on
its way to the tournament title.

. The Mules finished with 218'%

points to easily outdistance
runnerup Rogers at 167': and
- Ross with 152. Maumee was
sfourth at 117 and Macomber
~rounded out the top five with
110%.

“Bedford just too many in
“the finals,” V: said.

‘. Mike Mezinger was the top
‘finisher for Ross, taking second in
the 119-pound division. In the

championship finals, the Ross
senior lost 7-1 to Greg Bish of
Tiffin Columbian.

Mezinger, in his first
competition since suffering a
knee injury two weeks ago in
practice, was the top-seeded
wrestler in the division while Bish
was seeded number three.

Mezinger won three
consecutive decisions to reach the
finals.

Other Little Giants’ finishes
were fourths by Matt Marinis
(98), Jim Carroll (185) and Matt
Smith (heavyweight). Taking
sixths for Ross were Jerrid Potter
(132), Shawn Ramirez (155) and
Todd Beatty (175).

Marinis is a freshman, Carroll,
Potter and Ramirez ores,
and Beatty and Smith are seniors.

“E of the kids we took
up there had at least one win,”
Voggenthaler pointed out. “In a
tournament of this caliber that's
pretty good.”

Last year, Ross finished 11th of
15 teams.

Ross will be back in action
Saturday, Jan. 5, when it hosts the
Mal Mackey Memorial
Tournament at Ross High School.




Ross captures Mal Mackey crown

Sports Editor
If Al Voggenthaler and his Ross
High School wrestling team had
been awarded the runnerup
trophy, they would have turned it

own.

“We decided before the finals
that we did not want to wrestle for
second,” Voggenthaler said after
Saturday night's Mal Mackey
Memorial Varsity Wrestling
Tournament finals at Ross High
School

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger

It turned out Voggenthaler and
his team never had the choice of
turning down the second place
award; instead, the Little Giants
walked away with the title after
the finals followed a script that
could not have been written any
better according to the Ross
coach.

The Little Giants, third heading
into the finals, pulled out the title
as three of four Little Giants in
the championship finals won and
three others in the consolation
finals won. That piled up to 133%
points and a three-point win over
Rossford, the pre-tourney
favorite.

Rossford had led the tourney
through the semifinal round but
had to settle for the trophy the
Little Giants did not want. Toledo
St. John finished third with 127
points while a fast-closing Huron
was fourth with 120,

Rounding out the finishes in the
seven-team tourney were
Vermilion with 106'2, Toledo St.
Francis with 65 and Sylvania
Southview with 58.

It was Ross's night after the
afternoon’s semifinals.

Mike Mezinger, Ross's 119-
pound champion, was named the
tournament’'s outstanding
wrestler after surviving the tough
division.

Added to that, Little Giant
heavyweight Matt Smith sealed
the Ross win with a pin in the
finals and at the same time won
the trophy for the most pins in the
least amount of time.

‘“For us to win it,"’
Voggenthaler explained, ‘‘we had
to go for everything we could get.
As it turned out, I could not have
written a better script.”

Mezinger, with his 18-6 romp
over Tom Brady of St. John's in
the finals, added kindling to the
Ross fire that was started by
freshman Matt Marinis.

Marinis, 98, went up against
National AAU champ Mark
Tinney of Rossford in the finals
and came out on top 3-2, escaping
from Tinney for the final point
with three seconds remaining in
the match.

“We kind of thought that
Marinis had to win,"’
Voggenthaler said. “That kid
(Tinney) had never been beaten
and for a freshman, he is very
physical.”

The Ross coach said that he
never doubted the Marinis had
escpaed in the final second even
though the call was protested
hotly by Rossford Coach Jim
McCumber.

“I don't think there was any
doubt about it. The kid had
Marinis’ head, but he did not have
control and Matt was facing him

MIKE MEZINGER, top, grimaces as he controls
Tom Brady of St. John during the 119-pound

when they went out of bounds.””

Tinney lost a team point after
the match for unsportsmanlike
conduct when he slapped Marinis’
hand on the mandatory post-
match handshake.

“That win definitely got the
spark going,” Voggenthaler said.
“‘And Mezinger built the fire.”

Following that, Dave
Middleton, 138, took a third with a
consolation final 5-3 win over
Dave Hook of Vermilion.

Ross 145-pounder John Lozano
lost to Darin Hook of Vermilion
17-7 but the Ross junior's efforts
in getting to the finals was enough
to keep the fires burning.

Todd Beatty, 175, added more
fuel to the Ross fire with a
lightening-quick pin in the
championship finals. Bob
Nagucki of St. John had the Ross
senior in trouble when he lifted
him from the mat but instead of
taking Beatty down, the Little
Giant caught Nagucki coming
down, flipped him on his back and
pinned him in 37 seconds.

That set the stage for the final
two matches, both involving Ross
wrestlers in the consolation
finals.

“It came down to those two
matches,” Voggenthaler said. “If
we won them, we had the
tournament.”

Voggenthaler’'s unwritten script
was reaching the climax. Jim
Carroll, Ross sophomore 185-
pounder, responded with a 9-8 win
over Matt Solberg of Huron. That
set the stage for Smith.

Smith was up against Pat
McNea of Huron, a wrestler he

finals.

The Ross
tournament’s outstanding wrestler.

/am

senior was named the

TODD BEATTY, right, of Fremont Ross, pulls the shoulders of
Toledo St. John's Bob Nagucki toward the mat in the 175-pound
championship finals Saturday night at Ross.

had pinned in 1:15 earlier in the
day. This time, it took a little
longer...a minute and one second
longer before Smith clinched the
title for the Little Giants.

Other finishes in the top four for

the Little Giants including the
thirds by Middleton, Carroll and
Smith were fourths by freshman
Greg Abdoo at 105, junior Todd
Scherer at 112 and sophomore
Jerrid Potter at 138.
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Ross pins
BG 57-9;
Lakota and -

Genoa win

+

were registered
Matt Marinis (98), Mike
ezinger (119), Dave
Middleton (138), Shawn
Ramirez (155), Todd Beatty

(175) and Jim Carroll (185).
Mezinger’'s pin was
the 50-second




Ross 57, Bowling Green 9

MATCHES
98-Matt Marinis (R) p. Wes 2:49.

fhim 8,8 SO RS

112- Rocket 16-1.
119-Mike (=) . Dan 0:50.
126-Matt (R)d. Bill 2-1.
132-Jerrid (R)d. Matt Riesen 9-2.

: “m-m (R) p. Dennis Finnigan

175-Todd (R) p. Rod Allen 2:56.
185-Jim (R) p. Rhett Drain 10-3.
HVY-Matt Smith (R ‘:uumo a
Season



Little Giant matmen at Cincy

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Fremont Ross will hit the long road south this
weekend to com in the 14-team St. Xavier
Invitational Wrestling Tournament in Cincinnati.

Wrestl begins at 4:30 |l>.m., Friday, with
wrestling gh the semifinal round. The second
session will be from noon Saturda{'to 4 p.m. while a
third session for consolation finals runs from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. The championship finals begin at 7:45 p.m.
Saturday.

I would say this is like a mini-state tournament,”
Ross Coach Al V aler said. “We have North
Canton Hoover, Cleveland St. Joe and Cleveland St.
Ignatius in the tourney and they were second
through fourth in the state tournament last season.”

In addition to those teams and Ross will be host St.
Xavier, Colerain, West Chester Lakota, Sycamore,
West Carrollton, Xenia, Lancaster Fisher Catholic
and Columbus St. Charles. .

“It will be a real meat grinder,”” Voggenthaler
said, “‘but I feel that we are mentally prepared for it.
The only bad thing is that we will be fettlng down
there late because we cannot leave before 11 am,
Friday, because of exams.

‘“That may be OK because the kids won’'t have
much time to think about an opponent,” the Ross
coach explained. ‘“This way, they will get out of the
van, put on the uniform and hit the mats.”

Ross will have four seeded wrestlers in the
tournament: Matt Marinis, fourth seeded at 98, third
seeded Mike Mezinger at 119, Todd Beatty, fourth at
lﬂmdlas-gound.umc.noll seeded third.

To get to St. Xavier High School, take 1-75 south to
Cincinnati. Take the Paddock Road exit west off I-75
to North Bend Road. Turn left on North Bend and St.
x;vier is roximatley 1% miles west on North

addock Road is approximately five
mﬂu mth of the 275 belt-way and immediately
follows the Galbraith Road exit.




Little Giali'ig
8th at St. X :

CINCINNATI — Four
Ross High School wrestlers
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Ross matmen sweep 2 foes

FINDLAY — The Ross

in triangular meet action

here ?
ms.w‘.sl.mhhnubkwava the
host Trojans 64-9 and edged a

Mezinger at 119, Shawn Ramires
b wn
at 155, Todd Beatty at 175 and

ms-muw.
Marinis pinned Findlay's

onal Cartridaas ll

Nathan Wilhelm in 37 seconds and
defeated Shawnee's Dave Cross 5-
0.

Mezinger flattened both of his
opponents, Findlay’'s Scott
ostettler in 4:58 and Shawnee’s

Ramirez picked up a forfeit
uvle:y'::uc l!dl-:h‘
mm-mf’
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Carroll seals
Ross mat win

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Jim Carroll was as surprised
as Todd Beatty was mad when
Sandusky wrestling coach Ken
Colatruglio shifted gears in the
middle of a high school wrestling
match Tuesday.

While it was a surprise move,
Carroll helped Ross survive with
a clutch pin as the Little Giants
defeated the Blue Streaks 37-25
in the Ross High School gym.

The Sandusky coach’s sudden
move pushed sophomore CIliff
Jolly up a weight class to 185. In
the original lineup, Jolly was to
go against Beatty at 175 and
Carroll was to receive a forfeit
at 185.

‘‘lT was at the Ross
tournament,’’ Colatruglio
disclosed, “and I figured if we
were to beat Ross, we could take
them at 185."”

Sandusky held a 25-19 lead
when Colatruglio pulled the
switch. The forfeit at 175
deadlocked the match at 25-25.

“That ticked me off,”” Beatty
said after the match, “I was
ready to wrestle.”

Carroll, however, was not
quite ready although his
performance did not show it.

‘““I was not expecting to
wrestle,”” he said. “I had only
loosened up with the team before
the match so I was not too
loose.”

But, as Carroll pointed out is
his style, the Ross sophomore
started quickly, got a takedown
for a 2-0 lead, but a Jolly
reversal knotted it at 2-2 at the
end of the first peirod.

A two-point nearfall by Carroll
and a reversal by Jolly made it
444 midway through the second
period before Carroll escaped,
got the takedown and quickly
flopped Jolly onto his back for
the fall at the 3:27 mark.

‘‘He’s just a sophomore,”’
Colatruglio pointed out about
Jolly after his move backfired,
‘‘and he made a mistake."

All that was left after Carroll's
clutch performance was Ross
heavyweight Matt Smith's 90-
second pin of Sandusky's Bob
Hirt.

Colatruglio’s move caught
Ross Coach Al Voggenthaler by
surprise.

“l did not think he would do
something like that,'’
Voggenthaler said, “but Carroll
responded very well. He got
himself going.”

Continuing, the Ross coach
said, “Obviously, we were not
too sharp. We have had only one
actual practice in the past eight
days.

‘“‘Our lightweights were
sluggish and unfortunately, that
is where they are strong,”
Voggenthaler said.

“This match was good for us
because it may have showed us
that we are not super men when
we walk out on the mat,”
Voggenthaler added.

Ross won only five of the 11
matches actually wrestled but
benefitted from Sandusky
forfeits at 138 and 175. Matt
Marinis, 98, had the only other
fall for the Little Giants, pinning
Jason Howland in 1:29.

Another Ross win went to Mike
Mezinger, 119, 4-2 over Leon
Cooley. The Ross senior trailed
2-1 after one period and did not
take the lead until midway
through the final period.

Shawn Ramirez, 155, had the
other Ross victory, defeating
Charlie McGowan 124,

Ross is off until Saturday when
the Little Giants travel to Lorain
for the Buckeye Conference
tournament.

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

SHAWN RAMIREZ, top, of Ross uses his chin to pull the
shoulders of Sandusky’s Charlie McGowan toward the mat in the

155-pound bout.

JERRID POTTER of Ross struggles to get out of
the grasp of Sandusky’s Troy Randleman during

News-Messenger/ Bill Kennedy
the 132-pound match Tuésday at Ross High
School.
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Wrud.i_n! |
Ross 51, Whitmer 14

TCHES '
98-Matt Marinis ( »uunnuuu. ’
105-Greg Abdoo (R) and Mike Constantino,

(R)
(R) M.:“.
HVY-Matt Smith (R mﬂﬂl! 18,

Ross 41, Rogers 21






