1976-1977 Season Review

THE ROSS BASKETBALL TEAM launches its
1976-77 season Saturday night at Fostoria. Kneeling
in front are manager Ron Allan, head coach Ken
Miller and assistant coach Tom Brough. Standing

from left are Jeff Brown, Nick Frey, Randy
Hammer, Mike Miller, Dave Zimmerman, Larry
Williams, Ed Jones, Bill Burel, Russ Damman,
Dave Ballenger, Tim Price and Tim Belch.

Lack of experience plagues Ross

Ross basketball Coach Ken
Miller has an old problem facing
him this ‘year that is as old as
basketball itself: lack of ex-
perience.

Miller will send his fifth edition
of the Little Giants onto the floor at
Fostoria Saturday evening in the
season opener for .both teams
without the benefit of an ex-
perienced senior. As a matter of
fact, this year Miller has only two
seniors on the varsity team and'it is
unlikely that either one will start.
He has only two lettermen re-
turning.

“I can be sure of only three
definite starters right now,’’ Miller
said prior to Tuesday’s practice.

Those three are all juniors.
Larry Williams, 6-5 letterman, will
go at center with letter winner
Randy Hammer, 5-10, at a forward
slot. Dave Zimmerman, 6-4 junior,
will be at the other forward slot.

The guards could be a com-
bination of juniors Jeff Brown, Tim
Belch, or Tim Price, all of them 5-8,
while the other forward likely will

be Mike Miller, a 6-2 junior.

No matter what combination
Miller chooses, he has watched all
of them through brilliant and not so
brilliant preseason scrimmage
sessions.

‘“To this point, we have been
inconsistent,”” Miller said as he
echoed a common early season
problem for inexperienced teams.
“They have shown moments of
brilliance, so to speak, and then we
have had moments when we have
struggled.

‘“There have been quarters.

where we score 25 points but then
come right back and struggle just
to get a bucket in another quarter.”’

Miller does see some strong
points in this year’s team com-
pared to last season’s 9-10 squad.
“We are a much better shooting
team than last season. At times we
handle the ball well but sometimes
we have lost concentration.”

One person that Miller was
counting on this season is Eddie
Jones, a 6-3 high jumping junior.
Jones came down on his ankle

crooked in practice Monday and
suffered a bone chip that will
sideline him from four to six
weeks.

Jones was counted on to be one of
the main cogs in what Miller hoped
is an improved rebounding team.

Offensively, Ross will stick with
a quick pattern style of play while
defensively, Miller will institute
practically anything from a zone
press to man-to-man to half court
trapping.

“We’ll even throw the kitchen
sink at ’em if we have to,”” he
chuckled.

Miller feels that this year's
squad will be able to put points on
the board faster than a year ago.

“Last year's team was ‘gritty’,”
Miller described, ‘‘and if this team
shows as much grit as it did, it will
be better than last year.”

Dave Ballenger, 6-0, and Russ
Damman, 6-2, are the only seniors
on the Ross squad Bill Burel, 6-3,
junior, and Nick Frey, 5-11, junior,
round out the remalnder of the
Little Giants team.




Fostoria smothers Ross

By BOB MARKER
N-M Sports Editor

FOSTORIA — A game of
musical chairs engineered
by Fostoria Coach Fred
Wilch was not a party
game for Fremont Ross
here Saturday night. In-
stead the game was a
nightmare.

Ross's hardwood five
could do nothing right and
everytime Wilch inserted
one of his ‘‘chairs,” it
seemed to be pulled right
out from under Ross. The
Redskins rode Wilch's
‘“‘musical chair diplo-
macy” past a ragged
Little Giants for a 60-50 win
in a game that could have
been more lopsided.

‘‘We could not stay with
them on the boards and we
could not adjust to their
defense,” a glum Ken
Miller, Ross coach sald
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quietly after the game.
‘““Those were the two key
factors of the game."’
Buckets by Brian Wilch,
the Fostoria coach’s son,
and Don Fagan gave the
Redskins a quick 4-0 lead
and Ross was never to get
its head above water.
Fostoria led all the way
with the biggest margin,

- 47-34 with two and one-half

minutes left in the third
stanza.

Fagan pumped in four
points to pace the Redskins
to a 12-7 first quarter lead
but Wilch put his musical
chair act into high gear in
the second period and it
came up roses.

Brad Fisher, a 6-4 junior,
came off the bench and
pumped in four straight
fielders and Fagan added
four more points as the

Two fourths for Ross

Redskins moved out to a
comfortable 30-22 halftime
lead. Fostoria hit 12 of 23
shots in the first half while
on its way to a 25-50 per-
formance for the night
while Ross was ice cold
with only eight of 35 in the
first half.

Randy Hammer, one of
two junior lettermen for
Ross, managed only two of
11 from the field in the first
half as Fostoria’s
collapsing zone defense
would not permit the Little
Glants to go inside to 6-5
Larry Willlams and 6-5
Dave Zimmerman.

Hammer revived with a
perfect six of six in the
second half to finish with 16
points, high for the game,
and paced Ross’s third
period surge that threa-
tened to turn the game

in swim OSU meet

COLUMBUS — The Ross High School swimming
team placed in the top eight in four events Saturday at
the Ohio State University Class AAA Swimming and

Diving Relays.

The 200-yard medley relay team of Hal Hawk, Kevin
Casey, Brian Koenig and Bernie Popoca placed
fourth, as did the 300-yard backstroke relay team of
Hawk, Mark Porczak and Koenig.

Placing fifth was the 300-yard breaststroke relay of
Tom Messina, Casey and Koenig. The 400-yard
freestyle relay team of Popoca, Charlie Lease, Porc-
zak and Hawk placed seventh.

No team standings were kept in the relays, which
featured teams from Cuyahoga Falls, Euclid, Fair-
view Park, Findlay, Mansfield Malabar, Napoleon,
Newark, North Ridgeville, Perkins, Rocky River,

Sandusk

and Lancaster.

, Sycamore, Toledo St. Francis, Worthington

Ross swimming coach Art Bucci, who was pleased
with the times turned in by his swimmers, said
Buckeye Conference rival Sandusky was particularly
impressive during the relays.

Because of the team performance, Bucci awarded
the swimmer of the week award to the entire team.

At the beginning of the
second half, Ross picked
up its only gift of the night
from Fostoria when the
Redskins’ Dave Folkwein
took a pass from Bob
McCullough off the open-
ing tip and sank the layup
— only Folkwein put it into
Ross’s basket for a sur-
prise two-points for the
Little Giants.

Tim Price and Hammer
canned shots to make it 30-
28, Fostoria, but Mec-
Cullough, Jim Williamson,
Wilch, and Folkwein
connected for Fostoria in
the next three minutes and
the Redskins had a 38-28
lead to drown Ross’s

Along the way, Wilch
had used 10 players with
eight of them scoring.

‘“We do play musical
chairs,”” Wilch bubbled
while savoring his first
season opening win in four
years.

‘“We slid from a ‘1-2-2’
zone to a ‘2-3’ and invited
Ross to get the ball in-
side,” the Redskins’ coach
explained. “When they did
get inside, we could
collapse down on them.”’

Score by

Ross 7 15 12 16—50
‘Fostoria 12 18 15 15—60

ROSS — Miller 408, Zim-
merman 146, Willlams 1-2-4,
Hammer 8-0-16, Brown 2-0-4, Price
4-0-8, McGilton 0-2-2; Team 1-0-2;
totals 21-8-50

FOSTORIA — Wilch 2-0-4,
Fagan 4-5-13, Willlamson 3-0-6,
Folkwein 4-1-9, McCullough 4-4-12,
Cousin 1-0-2, Bockelman 1-0-2,
mwu;‘w totals 25-10-60

quarters
10 4 6 11-31

Fostoria 13 14 10 16—53

Ross — Holmes 2-0-4, Schlea 2-1-
5, Cook 5-1-11, Burel 0-3-3, Eicher 2-
0-4, Vance 1-0-2, Brudzinski 1-0-2;
totals 12-7-31

FOSTORIA — Lowe 0-2-2,
Loomis 0-4-10 Pullom 2-0-4,
Hoover Sallisbury 6-4-186,

mwnlnl M 11, Brough 10-2;
totals 21-11




Ross faces Mansfield

The Buckeye Conference basketball

race begins bouncing through its 14-

-game slate Friday and Ross will be up

one of the teams that is figured

to be in the battle for the top spot in the
race.

Mansfield will be hosting the Little
Giants in the initial game for the Tygers
but the second contest for Ross. The
Little Giants are 0-1 after dropping a 60-
50 game to Fostoria Saturday.

“They will be playing their normal
game,”” Ross Coach Ken Miller said
about the Ross opponent. ‘‘They will be
pressing us and trying to run off of every
missed shot.”

The Tygers, under Coach Jim Goode,
were 8-11 last season and 6-8 in the
conference, but five lettermen are back
this season. Included in that quintet is
third team All-Buckeye Conference
performer Cliff Belmer, a 6-2, 200-pound
senior.

Belmer is expected to start along with
6-3 senior Eric Jefferson, and 6-4 senior

Orin Butler, both lettermen.

Ross will have one new face in the
lineup for the game. At guard will be
Tim Price in place of Tim Belch. Price
came off the bench at Fostoria to score
eight points. The other guard for Ross
will be junior Randy Hammer who
dropped in 16 in the Fostoria game.

At forwards for Ross will be 6-4 Dave

Zimmerman and 6-2 Mike Miller. Larry

Williams, 6-5 junior, will start at center.

“Of course,’” Miller said, “being a
starter means no more than having your
name introduced before the game.
Sometimes, the guys on the bench can
play more than the starters.”

Eddie Jones, Ross’s promising 6-3
junior, will again be out for this game
with an ankle injury. ‘“He goes to the
doctor Monday,”” Miller said, ‘‘but it will
still be some time before he can play.”’

In other BC games, Admiral King is at
Elyria, Findlay travels to Lorain, and

dusky is at unbeaten (0-2) Marlon
Hardlng



Buckeye Conference opener
Little Giants improved
but Tygers win 42-35

essenger

MANSFIELD — You had to look
twice at the scoreboard to see
which team lost here Friday night
because there were smiling coach-
es in both locker rooms.

The scoreboard, however, set
matters straight. It was Mansfield
42, Ross 35 in bright, red, numbers.
The game was the opener in
Buckeye Conference play for both
teams.

Mansfield Coach Jim Goode
heaved a sigh of relief in his team’s
locker room and uttered, ‘‘I’'m glad
to get out of it, very much so —
Ross played well.”

The praise for Ross was echoed
by Ross Coach Ken Miller who had
suffered through a 60-50 season
opening loss against Fostoria a
week ago in a game that a person
had to really search hard to find
some Ross good points.

“I felt our floor game, both of-
fensively and defensively was
vastly improved over last week,”’
the Ross coach smiled quietly. ‘“We
were so lethargic last week that
there was only one way for us to
go.li

Ross was cold at the start of the
contest and trailed 10-4 as the
Tyger’s Eric Jefferson pumped in
his first three shots of the game.
The Little Giants, with 6-5 junior
Larry Williams turning in his
strongest performance in his two-
year Ross varsity career, clicked
on three of his first four shots from
the field as the Little Giants
grabbed a 13-12 lead at the end of
the initial stanza.

Ross started with a ‘‘1-3-1’’ zone
that slid into what appeared to be a
“2-3” zone on occasions. Whatever
it was, Goode did not like it and
ordered his team to work out front

in an effort to pull Ross out of the
zone.

Holding a 20-15 lead with a little
over four minutes left in the half,
Jefferson and Jerry Powell of the
Tygers stood near the midcourt
line and played catch while Ross,
with Miller frantically waving a
program while instructing his
team to stay put in the zone, did not
offer to come out.

On two different occasions,
Jefferson and Powell did no more
than pass the ball back and fourth
— 58 times (unofficially) on the
first occasion and 27 on the second.
The stall did not bring Ross out of
the zone but with 13 seconds to
play, Jefferson followed a missed
shot by Wayne Curry with a tip-in
for a 22-15 Tyger lead at the half.

‘I expected them (Ross) to use a
zone against us,”” Goode said.
‘“They did the same thing last year
against us . . . I admit it (the zone)
is a good way to slow us down and
we could not get them out of it.

““‘One thing with the slow down,
we did not have to exert ourselves
—we did mentally but not physi-
cally.”

““I did not expect them to slow it
down,” Miller said of the four-
minute Mansfield passing drill,
‘“but it was to our advantage that
they did.”

Mansfield tried the slowdown
again at the start of the second half
but the officials warned Ross once
to force play and when a second
warning brought a technical foul,
Miller had his team come out on
the Tyger ball handlers.

Mansfield opened up a 32-23 lead
midway through the third period
for the biggest lead of the night as
Powell and Orin Butler dropped in
four points apiece in the quarter.

Quick buckets by Randy Ham-
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mer, Williams, and Mike Miller at
the beginning of the final stanza
brought Ross back to 34-29 but the
margin was to sink no lower than
the five points the rest of the
distance.

Miller started the game with his
son Mike and Tim Price at the
guards with Hammer and Dave
Zimmerman, who also turned in
his best performance on the boards
both offensively and defensively, at
forwards and Williams at center.

That was the group that battled
the faster Tygers to a virtual stand-
still in the first eight minutes.

Jefferson and high jumping Cliff
Belmer led the Tygers with 12 and
10 points, respectively. Williams,
who did not shoot at all in the
middle two quarters, led Ross with
10. Miller, Zimmerman, and
Hammer had eight apiece.

The Little Giants clicked on 16 of
46 from the field and Mansield 19 of
55.
The Ross JVs lost in overtime 54-
42 as Mansfield’s Del-Ray Feagin
dropped in 10 points in the extra

three-minute period.
VARSITY GAME
Score by quarters
Ross 13 2 8 12-35
Mansfield 12 10 10 10—42

Scoring

ROSS — Miller 4-0-8, Zimmerman 3-2-8,
Willlams 5-0-10, Hammer 4-0-8, Price 0-1-1;
totals 16-3-35

MANSFIELD — Belmer 3-4-10, Butler 4-0-
8, Jefferson 6-0-12, Curry 2-0-4, Stevens 1-0-2,
Washington 1-0-2, Powell 2-0-4; totals 19-4-42

Season records: Ross 0-2, Mznsfield 1-0

JV GAME (0T)
Score by
Ross 41012 14 2—42
Mansfield 5 91313 14—54
Scoring

ROSS — Burell 204, Holmes 2-04,
McGilton 3-2-8, Schlea 5-1-11, Cook 1-2-4,
Eicher 10-2, Shetzer 3-2-8, Szakovitz 0-1-1;
totals 17-8-42

MANSFIELD — E. Feagin 2-0-4, Hunter 2-
1-5, D. Feagin 6-3-15, Baldridge 6-1-13, Davis
4-3-11, Paul 1-0-2, Brooks 2-0-4; totals 23-8-54

Season record: Ross 0-2, Mansfield 1-0



Harding at
Ross Friday

“Improvement” is the key to Fremont Ross’s
basketball hopes in the season home opener Friday
against Marion Harding.

“I hope that we can show the same improvement
that we had last week,’”’ Ross Coach Ken Miller said
after practice Wednesday.

The Little Giants, 0-2 and 0-1 in the Buckeye Con-
ference, were stopped by a potentially strong Mans-
field Tyger team 42-35 a week ago. Despite the loss,
Ross showed considerable improvement over the
previous week’s 60-50 loss to Fostoria.

While Miller is looking for improvements, his hopes
were dimmed this week when starting center Larry
Williams missed the first two days of practice.

“We thought he had mononucleosis,” Miller ex-
plained, ‘‘but thank goodness he doesn’t.”

Wwilliams, a 6-5 junior letterman, who had his best
overall night as a varsity performer against Mans-
field, practiced sparingly in Wednesday and is a
doubtful starter against the 2-1 Harding team.

Should Williams, who is still having respiratory
problems, not start, the Ross front line will be made
up of juniors Mike Miller and Dave Zimmerman, and
senior Russ Dammon who will be making his first
start. If Williams is able to go, Zimmerman will be on
ths bench at the start of the game.

“We will use Zimmerman to give Williams a rest,”’
Miller said, ‘‘but Dammon will definitely start.”

Dammon played sparingly in the Mansfield game
but the 6-2 forward has not scored yet this season.

At the guards will be Randy Hammer, the team’s
leading scorer with a 12.0 average, and either Tim
Price or Tim Belch.

In addition to Williams being doubtful, Jeff Brown, a
promising guard prospect, quit the team just before
last week’s game with Mansfield.

Marion will put a veteran crew on the court against
Ross. Included in the two Presidents’ wins this season
is a convincing 73-63 win over highly touted Columbus
Marion-Franklin. The other win came in the season
opener against Columbus North 46-44, but last Friday,
Sandusky stunned the Presidents 56-43.

The guards for Marion will be Bob Gooding, 6-2, and
Kelly McGowan, 5-8. Gooding is the leading scorer on
the team with a 14.6 average. Against Marion-
Franklin, Gooding hit 10 of 10 from the field and five of
five at the charity stripe.

At forwards will be 6-4 Jeff Turner (5.6) and 6-2
Luther Jones (8.6). The center is 6-7 Clyde Lutsch
(9.6). The top two subs are Dave Miller, a 6-3 junior
who has scored at a 7.3 rate and Mark Rubcich, a 5-9
junior.

On Tuesday, the Little Giants will host Findlay in its
third BC tilt. The Trojans own a 1-2 record overall and
lost the conference opener 73-63 at Lorain last Friday.

The junior varsity games for both Friday and
Tuesday will begin at 6:30 p.m.
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Familiar faces
for Pirate boss

LOS ANGELES (AP) — It'll be like old times when
down to his bullpen

Rich Gossage and left-hander Terry F

What the Pirates won't have is mcm: Zisk ripping
the ball out of the ballpark.

This all came about Friday night at baseball's
winter meetings, just three hours before the midnight
(PST) interleague trading deadline when the Pirates

and Forster from the Chicago White
Sox in exchange for Zisk, a hard-hitting outfielder and
Sllvio Martinez, a rookie right-handed pitcher.

‘Tanner knew what he was barg-lnln; for because he
had both pitchers when he managed the White Sox
from 1972-1975.

“Gossage and Forster will be used as relievers,"”
sald Tanner, who managed Oakland last season and
‘was dealt by the A's in November lor catcher Manny

day, the St. Louls Cardinals

handed pitcher Jackie Brown to the Mon
lornrub:nmlnAMnmrnlan,
During this week's meetings 40 players changed
teams in 14 deals. This amounts to a decline
from last year when 64 players were involved in 23

T

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Editor
There was a peculiar feeling in
the air at Ross High School Friday

evening.
The air was filled with an air of
an explosion

‘TIM BELCH of Ross cuts toward the
action in the second
quarter of the Ross-Marion Harding

middle during

three seconds to play In the half.
Bob Gooding ripped in a jumper
from 22 feet as the buzzer sounded
to put the Presidents up 38-20 at the
intermission.

on, it was just a question of
much Ross could chip off 0\0 bl[

lead.

Mike Miller hit 17 points to lead
Ross, canning eight of 19 shots.
Miller sank 11 of his points in the
final half.

Harding jumped out to the big
uuumummumamwu

ones dropped in 12 of his points

Mmmlnlermmlm

night with
13 munrl and cml had 10, eight
coming in the second hal

Randy Hammer and ‘l‘lm Belch
had six points aplece for Ross.

“I was leary about this game,’"
Ross Coach Ken Miller ndmnud
“Anytime a good team loses —
they come back — it seems their
desire to win increases.”

back to a year ago,
Miller pointed out, ‘‘Marion, last
year, was like we are this year —
pum.lc y all ]unhn and it

Rllcy.choedMl.l.l'r‘l!houm

“Fremont has very young lld.l
Just like we had last year,”" he said.
“As far as we are , we
mnhlvotnmw-ndunpmeu
we goalong.”

defender on the play.
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Harding explosion crushes Ross 67-49

Jones leads Presidents to 3rd win

In the win over Ross, Riley
pointed out that his team did *‘what
we wanted to do.”

Miller, who has watched his
team suffer through three losses,
hllllo(ulmlllnmewwelmhll

young squad.

“I'm not giving up_on this
group," he said firmly. “‘If we can
get everyone together, we can bea
decent basketball team.

Harding hit 24 of 47 shots over
Ross's multiple zone defense, but
took only 19 second

half. Ross sank 19 of 56 shots. The

Williams 022, Price
Frey 102, McGilton 204; totals.
Season record: Marion 31°(11): Rovs 03
o
le--:-u-u
Marion T 0 8 s

Qe $320, Rew 304,
wyp- Robinson 0-2-2, Booker 1
Sas 102, Wink 103, ‘Deas 622, Ruasell -
17; totals 17-

= Mca $318, Cok 304,
Shetzer 1-1:3, Schiea Eicher 204,
Brudzinski 0-1-1; s 151040

By KEN RAPPOPORT

AP Writer
Hofstra is hardly a
name—not even
in Pittsburgh.

“We had a cab driver
and a bus driver on the
way into town say, ‘Hof-

stra Who?" "noted Coach
Ralph Gaec!

But the Fly\ng Dutch-
men could be known in
some households tonight if
they beat Southern Illinois
in the finals of the Pitts-

team with the anonymous
image defeated Duquesne
76-70 Friday night to ad-
vance to the championship
round lgllnll
17th-ranked Salukis,
beat Pitt 72-67.
Here's a quick rundown
the Flying Dutchmen:
They're off to a 41 start
this season after compiling
an 18-12 record last year
and winning the East Coast
Conference playoffs.
Defeated by Connecticut
BA76 i mvsambi [

the'
who

LUTHER JONES
the air while stopping

of Marion Harding

goes high in
the drive of Ross's Pat Belch

who is behind Torin Craig (10) of Harding.

91-65 in the Cougar Classic
in Provo, Utah.

Also, Long Beach State
outscored Butler 63-50 and
Southern Cal trimmed
Gramling 8375 in the
Trojan Classic in Los
Angeles; St. Francis, Pa.,
walloped Georgia State 74-
56 and Stetson turned back
LIU 57-47 in the Hatter
Classic in Deland, Fla.;
Texas A&M whipped
Houston Baptist 87-72 and

Loutst

Hofstra: household

name in the making

Alabama 8971 and Pep-
perdine trimmed Azusa
Pacific 83-62 in the Malibu
Classic in Los Angeles.

Elsewhere, ninth-ranked

Arizona North-
western 78-64.
Sophomores James

Hardy and Winford Boynes

each scored 18 points to
lead San Francisco past
Tennessee. Jeff Judkins
scored 29 points, mostly
from the outside, and
Buster

nudged Centenary 91-88 in
double overtime in the
Bayou Classic in
Lafayette, La., and Cal
State Fullerton beat South

in many of his 27 points
from underneath the
basket as Utah defeated
Seton Hall in the second
game of the Utah Classic.

Tyger wrestlers
trip Ross 31-28

MANSFIELD — Ross learned a bitter lesson the
hard way Friday in a dual wrestling meet against

Mansfield Senior.
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Findlay clobbers
Ross cagers 81-41

By BOBMARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor
The game left Ken Miller nearly

speechless; John Stozich had to
search for words.

They really did not have to say
anything — the talking was on the
scoreboard at Ross High School's
gym. The scoreboard blared out in
harsh, glaring lights: Visitors 81,
Ross 41

The visitors were the Trojans of
Findlay while Ross was Ross. The
occasion was the third Buckeye
Conference game of the season for
both teams and the fourth game of
the basketball season for Ross. And
for Ross's Little Giants and Coach
Miller, it was loss number four.

“It's difficult to comment on
something like that,”” Miller sald
and he didn’t in a locker room so
quiet, you could have heard a pin
hit the floor.

“Something like that'’ was 37 of
69 shooting by the Troja ind 18 of
65 for Ross. The Little Giants were
continually forced to shoot from
outside of 18 feet.

Stozich, the head man at Findlay
for the past 12 seasons, called it the
best shooting performance of the
young season for his now 2-3 club.
Searching for something a bit
negative about his team’'s play, the
dapper Trojan coach pointed out
that except for a few shots when his
team tried to run, most of the shots
were good selections.

“It's the best offensively that we
have played,” he said and then
added apologetically, “‘I did not
realize that the scoring margin was

Sports in Brief

By The Assoclated Press “ Mlplnl the United

to a 44 tie with

NARASHINO Japan — lean in the first round of

Jaime Gonzalez of Okla- the U.S.-Japan colleglate
homa State University golftournament.

MIFFLINBURG, Pa. —
Senior Mark Wagner sank
two foul shots with six
seconds remaining, giving
FING Mifflinburg High :ehool a
A~ ovi une
EAVESTROUGHING]| %5 Yictol over Muney '

shot a three-under-par

See Us For

AIR CONDITIONING | streak.

Roofing - Sheet Metal Co.

SHEET METAL WORK Ar'nbriuler signa

Cl Deem CINCINNATI (AP) —
. I' Reserve outfielder Ed
Armbrister has signed his

3 332.3611 | 1977 contract with the
506 Park Pl 332-3611§ Reds.

that much at theend . . . I thought
it was 17 when I looked up one time
but it must have been 27."

Findlay scored in the first five
seconds of the game on a quick
layup off the opening tip by Steve
Mahoney. The Trojans used that
momentum to roll to a 12-1 lead
before Tim Price clicked on Ross's
first bucket from the left of the key,
nearly four minutes into the
opening stanza

Mahoney, who Stozich said never
played better, banged in eight first
quarter points and Scott Brooks
rammed home 10 more on five of
seven shooting as the Trojans
roared to a 22-7 first period lead.

Mahoney and Brooks combined
for 30 points, 16 by Mahoney, in the
first half as Findlay rolled up a 42-
24 lead.

The best showing by Ross came
in the opening minutes of the
second stanza. With Steve
McGilton checking into the llneup.
the Little Giants outscored
‘Trojans 10-4 to cut the margin lnﬂ-
17

McGilton, who played the third
and fourth periods of the junior
varsity game and tallled seven
points, canned six points in the run
for Ross. The 6-0 sophomore ended

as Ross's leading scorer for the
night with a dozen points.

Findlay hit 20 of 41 shots in the
first half but were even better in
the second 16 minutes. With Mike
Brickman hitting six of nine, the
‘Trojans connected on 17 of 28 shots,
11 0f 15 in the final eight minutes.

Ross was outscored 17-11 and 226
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BUCKEYE
Findlay 81, Ross 41

HURRY! SELECTION STILL GOOD ON
JUST ABOUT ANY SPORT ITEM YOU WANT!

EDEMANY avuiews  SUPPly and

Admiral King 84, Lorain 59
4, Sandusky 52
Marion Harding 57, Mansfield 54
SANDUSKY BAY
.. St. Mary's 62, Fostoria Clyde 53, Port Clinton 34
SURITRRAN LAKRR L ACIE

in the final two stanzas.

ended the night with 22
polnu and Brickman had 19.
Brooks wound up with 16. McGilton
was the only Ross player in double
figures.

‘The Trojans won the battle of the
boards 45-23 with Brickman
grabbing nine and Mahoney eight.
Larry Willlams had four for Ross.

The Little Giants turned the ball
over only 15 times while Findlay
had one less.

In the JV game, Findlay pulled
away late for a 50-47 victory. Kevin
Cook with 10 points and Lawrence
Holmes with nine points led Ross.
Four players were in double
figures for Findlay.

Ross's next action will be at
Lorain Friday night in another

Buckeye Conference game.
wmlgvom

Findlay 2 2 17 2-8

Ross 7T17 N 4

Scoring
FINDLAY — Brickman 91-19, Gase 0-00,
ahoney 862, Jeffries 204, Ricker 204,
Wiseman 104 Brooks $.14, Ball 30, Dave

SM Zimmerman l@l,
'llllllm 237, Price 306, Hammer
McGiliton 5-2-12; totals 18-541
record: Findlay 23 (1-2), Ross 04
©3)
JV GAME
Score by quarters
Findlay o9 15 12-50
Ross 1210 12 1347

FINDLAY — Longberry 4210, Accord 42-
10, Replogle 6-1-13, McCleave 5-0-10,
I-T;lm‘.llﬂ

ROSS — Burel 0-2-2, Rosenberger 102,
Cook 4210, McG Illnll ‘231, m 102,
Szakovits 0-1-1, Holmes 3.39, Schlea 102,
Brudzinski 204, Eicher 4-0-8; ml.—ll-ﬂ

Season record: Findlay 33, Ross

TIM BELCH (14) of Ross Is closely guarding Jeff
Wickard of Findlay as the Trojan player looks for
someone to throw to. It was a long night for the Ross
cagers as Findlay walked away with an 81-41 win.

Area cage scores

SENECA COUNTY LEAGUE
Arlington 65, 53
Fort 83, Miller City 76
GIRLS
Toledo Whitmer 42, Ross 36

Bettsville
Loudon 80, Arcadia 62

FINDLAY'S JEFF WICKARD (21)
gets ready to haul down a fast break
pass while Ross’s Tim Belch (14) and

another Ross defender valiantly give
chase. (News-Messenger photos by

Bruce Crippen)

STEVE MAHONEY of Findlay is on the floor as a Ross player gives chase.
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Lorain starts qulck, ends quick in 85-61 win over Ross

cent. Ross led 35-28 in rebounds with Larry Willlams

hit 18 of 33 shots from the field to take a 46-24 halftime

It (nml definitely wasn't one you want to
m l-dnu-counl(mlluurunnr

munhalmuunu-dwnu-wunwm
mmhﬂymmlwrolnuudmw
free throws before a second went off the clock. The
technicals were awarded when Ross had its home
in the

registered in

With Ross tralling 14-8, l.onmmlonnmﬂu
-nnmdu-um-quamwuunnum
‘The Steelmen upped the margin to 45-19 near the end

d“hl"

‘The shooting stats in the second

mry Ross only ennnocudmmmeon;mﬂyuunl
for the Steelmen after they went 10 of 15 in the opening

“‘We finally shot the ball well,” sald Lorain coach

“‘And our defense got us a lot too."
l.arlln pllyed ‘most of the first half with a tight man-
to-man full un I.ll.ﬂl Glants com-
mlMlloerl!mﬂmen the opening two

periods.
““We haven't had good court awareness all season,”
mud Miller, who wasn't surprised at the Steelmen

Onsoi spots for the L
game was sophomore Steve McGllton, whomuthh
first start of the season at guard and led Ross scorers
with 20 points.

lmwn!lorlhenrnunnontheﬂowlnulumn[
role McGliton held up real well,” said Miller.

‘The Little Glants played the Steelmen even in the
final two , which ended up in a free throw
mln;conuu

Mmuwmmummunwnymm
with it in the second half,"” observed Miller.

Sparked by some clutch free throw shooting by
McGliton and Mike Miller, the Glants chipped away at
into the

, the 3
Ross sank 15 of 19 free throws In the third quarter
and 21 of 26 in the entire second half.

mmm;mtmummum;mm
hnl!wulw.ll " lamented Reichert.

Miller, mmmuo{mmulnm-m

half hit on five free throws in third quarter and

The Glants cooled the Steelmen shooting in the

second half by going out of a 2-3 zone into a man-to-

man defense, but couldn't stop the Steelmen out of a
n-mlnmﬂulmmmm

Ross, wmmwnmmmawmm

sent to the line 16 Ross

hosts madegoodon  Lorain

pulling down 11.

um.lnml;l-hnqmnnnm
11 of them. In total, Lorain had 25 of 35 free throws

7, McGliton 5-10-20, Ballenger 2-04; totals
while Ross was 27 for 37. LORAIN - Masierson 0o+, Seroiva 1-1-5, Ewers 350, Smith 12,

le!lllmmomemwndontbolmnlnm Rush
selves,”” sald Miller. “‘Definitely a win would help. But fotals 30-25-85
wsmvemphymml-nvcyduwxmu

‘Season
I\unb aquick 6-0 guard, led all scorers with 26 points Ross
while forwards Mike Pozega and Greg PllleI:MlBu": Lorain

14 for the Steelmen, with Pille miraculously ROSS — Burel 102, Cook +1-9, Shetzer 1-13, Szakovits 032,
113, Fahrbach

the Steelmen, vhomm&-atndulnmnc
Ross, now 0-5 and 04 in the BC, travels to Sandusky
merummlummm.m

jayvees held on to
utbm Jennmwmwnumdxmamm

only player of the game fouling out when he left at the

: fourth quarter. 22; totals 16941
"‘"""nmom'" 3 ‘ LORAIN — -uuw-v«mumnu Henderson 3915,
o

Lorain had 30 of 60 shots from the field for an even 50
per cent, while Ross finished with 17 of 59 for 29 per
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Sandusky ‘outponies’ Ross

By JERRY ROSEN

News-Messenger Staff Writer

SANDUSKY — Sandusky's F.
Willis Clark decks Ross's Steve
McGilton with a forearm after
Ross is called for a foul elsewhere.
The officials ignore it.

McGilton is free along the
baseline as Ross breaks a Blue
Streak press. The pass is made, but
Ross's Larry Williams is breaking
to the same spot as McGilton. Both
are free underneath, but the ball
hits one of their legs and goes out of
bounds for a turnover instead of a
sure score.

It was one of those games for the
Little Giants here Tuesday night as
they dropped their sixth straight
basketball game to a big, fast Blue
Streak contingent, 62-39.

Despite the frustrations, the
Giants kept battling, but there just
was not enough fire power to match
the big front line or the overall
speed of the Streaks.

‘“We played as well as we could
have," said head coach Ken Miller.

The superior Sandusky board
strength dominated a first quarter
explosion that threatened to ice the
game early. With burly Paul
Biddle and Clark hitting the
boards, and Tony McKenzie and
Mike Ehrhardt putting in some
mid-range jumpers, the Blue
Streaks easily overcame the eight-
point first quarter performance of
Ross's Mike Miller. Sandusky,
troubled with missing easy short

shots, managed to open the lead to
12 points, 21-9, and finished up by
10, 21-11. &

Miller, who scored 14 points to tie
McGilton as high Ross scorer, was
saddled with three quick fouls and
had to play cautiously. When he
picked up his fourth on an offensive
foul with less than half the second
quarter gone, his dad, Ken, was
called on a technical foul for
protesting.

‘‘Sometimes a technical can
ignite a team,”” Miller said later.

And apparently the strategy
worked — temporarily. The Giants
switched to their 1-3-1 defense —
‘‘that’s been our best defense this
year’’ — and Sandusky had trouble
with it. Meanwhile, Ross ran off a
6-2 surge and narrowed the gap to
five at 24-19. But the Streaks roared
back over the final 2:43, outscoring
the Giants 8-4 to take a 32-23 lead at
halftime.

The third quarter was a dud both
ways, although Ross closed the gap
to six at one point and ended up
down only by seven at the end of
the quarter in which the teams
combined for only 14 points.

But the final stanza was all
Sandusky. Glen Redding found the
mark early in the quarter and
paced a 12-2 Blue Streak rally that
left the score 50-33 and closed the
door on Ross. Halfway through the
quarter, Sandusky started another
8-2 run that put the Little Giants
down by 21 at 58-37.

“They were just out-ponied,”
Gary Reynolds, the Sandusky
coach said. ‘““We just had more
ponies than they did.

“Fremont Ross always puts a
scrappy club on the floor and that’s
indicative of good coaching. I have
the highest regard for Ken Miller.”

Pacing the Streaks in the scoring
department was Biddle, who had
16, followed by Redding with 10.

Ross was outrebounded 35-23,
many of those were Sandusky
offensive grabs; and turned the
ball over 22 times to 16 for San-
dusky.

In the preliminary contest, the
Ross JV’s, paced by Billy Burel’s
11 points, pulled out a 3937
squeaker for their first win of the
season.

VARSITY GAME
Score by quarters
Sandusky 21 11 6 24—62
Ross 11 12 8 8-39
Scoring
ROSS—Willlams 2-1-5, Miller 7-0-14,

McGilton 4-6-14, Prlees-o-o totals, 16-7-39.
SANDUSKY—Cage 204, Pettis 32-0-4,

Biddle 4-8-16, Blake 1-2-4, Ehrhardt 4-0-8,

Koonce 1-0-2, W. Clark 4-0-8, Redding 4-2-10,

McKenzie 3-0-6; totals 25-12-62

2)Reeor(il — Ross 0-6 (0-5); Sandusky 3-3 (3-

JUNIOR VARSITY
Score by quarters
Ross 8 16 7 8-39
Sandusky 7 5 13 12-37

Scoring
ROSS—Burel, 5-1-11, Cook 2-1-5, Sakovits 3-
3-9, Holmum sauum totals 15-5-39.
SANDUSKY—Marshall 4-2- 10, Hill 2-1-5,
Sizemore 2-4-8, DeHenning 1-0-2, Brown 0-2-2,
Hollinger 1-0-2, Everett 3-2-8; totals 13-11-37.
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Elyria routs Ross

By BILL STEWART
N-M Sports Writer
ELYRIA — The Elyria
Pioneers forced the Ross
basketball team to play
their game Tuesday night
and the result was

predictable.

The lightning quick
Ploneers, with constant
full court pressure and
some key offensive
rebounding, coasted past
Ross 73-40 for their eighth
straight victory without a
loss and sixth in the
Buckeye Conference. Ross
stands at 0-7 and 0-6 in the
conference.

It was the relentless full
court press of Elyria which
forced 35 Ross turnovers
and turned many of them
into baskets, while
disrupting the Ross of-
fensive game plan at the
same time.

*‘Our plan was to get the
ball to the forwards and
have them get it to the
hole,’’ said Ross coach Ken
Miller. “But our forwards
never got it to the bucket.”

Ross looked as if it would
employ a slow down game
at the outset when it went
more than four minutes
before guard Tim Price
took the first shot at the
3:55 mark and leading
scorer Steve McGilton
made the first Ross bucket
seconds later.

Miller revealed that he

the Ross big men
would pull 6-9 center
Richard Montague away
from the basket, but it
didn’t take long for the
Elyria press to take its toll.

With Ross trailing 8-4,
the Pioneers ran off eight
unanswered points to go
ahead 16-4 and upped it to

20-5 at the end of the first
quarter.

Elyria, with the help of
shooting by guard Eddie
Byrd, extended a 27-11 lead
midway through the
second quarter to 41-14 at
halftime.

Byrd led Elyria scoring
with 15 points, with nine of
them coming in the first
half. He was one of five

" Pioneers to score in double

figures.

Hubert Oliver, the other
quick guard for Elyria,
and Montague, who ran
into foul trouble when he
picked up his third in the
second quarter, each had
13 points.

‘“It's another indication
that we have good scoring
balance,”’ commented
Elyria coach Mike Riley,
who substituted freely
throughout the game.

“l was really pleased
that our kids could play
with the intensity they did
tonight,”” Riley continued.
“It's really difficult when
you're dominating a game
not to get a little sloppy.”

The Pioneers didn’t have
that good of a shooting
night, particularly from
the outside, with 33 of 84
shots from the field for 39
per cent, to 17 of 42 for 40
per cent for Ross.

Elyria, in addition to the
Ross turnovers,
capitalized on some ex-
cellent offensive
rebounding with 27 com-
pared to only nine for Ross
and Elyria held a 47-32
edge in total rebounds.

Byrd and Steve Lind-
quist each pulled down
seven to lead Elyria, while
Ross’s Larry Willlams had

VISIT YOUR NEAREST
Big Red Q Quickprint Center

310 W. STATE STREET
(ACROSS FROM TREMPERS)

FREMONT, OHIO 43420

eight and Dave Zim-
merman, coming off the
bench In the second half,
pulled down six.

‘““We didn’t contest them
well on the boards,” said
Miller. ‘‘It's pretty obvious
they had the horses,” he
added.

Ross didn’'t score in
double figures in a period
until the fourth quarter
when it had 17 to slightly
narrow a 61-23 third
quarter deficit. McGilton,
in his third consecutive
start as a sophomore,
continued his fine play
with 15 points while guard
Randy Hammer had eight
fourth quarter points for
10.

The Little Giants also
hurt themselves at the free
throw line with only six of
17 shots.

Ross and Elyria resume
Buckeye Conference play

. on Friday, Jan. 7 with Ross

hosting Lorain Admiral
King and Elyria traveling
to Lorain.

Elyria outscored Ross
28-13 in the middle two
periods for the difference
in the 56-41 Elyria win in
the junior varsity game.
Brian Szakovits had 12
points and Kevin Cook 10 to
lead Ross, now 1-6. Kurt
Schuetz had 19 for Elyria.

VARSITY GAME
Score by

Ross 5

Elyria 20

ROSS — Price 1-1-3, Hammer 5-

0-10, Willlams 4-0-8, Miller 0-2-2,
gﬂm 6-3-15, Frey 1-0-2; totals

ELYRIA — Oliver 4-5-13, Byrd 7-
1-15, Montague 6-1-13, Trice 6-0-12,
t 1-0-2, Gilbert 1-0-2,
Warden 6-0-12, Balser 102, Un-
derman 1-0-2; totals 33-7-73
Season records: Elyria 8-0 (6-0);
Ross 0-7 (0-8)

JAYVEE GAME

Score by quarters
12 8 5 16—41

15 16 12 13—56

9 9 1740
21 20 12—-73

Ross
Elyria
ROSS — Burel 2-0-4, Cook 3-4-10,
‘Szakovits 5-2-12, Holmes 3-1-7,
Brudzinski 204, Eicher 204;
totals 17-741
ELYRIA — Frey 7-0-14, Schuetz
6-7-19, Collins 4-2-10, McCullough 2-
48, Love 102, Rosemond 0-1-1,
Lobaach 1-0-2; totals 21-14-56
¢ ‘atunn records: Elyria 5-3, Ross



Jones in Ross lineup

for Admiral King clash

Ken Miller would just as soon forget
about the first seven games of the season
for his Ross basketball team — there has
been little to smile about after seven
straight defeats.

This week, however, there was a trace
of a grin from the veteran coach who has
watched various teams under his
guidance produce over 220 wins.

‘““We are going to give him a go,”
Miller said as he gazed over Tuesday’s
practice schedule.

The ‘“him”’ in Miller’s statement is
Eddie Jones, a promising 6-2 junior who
saw a few minutes of varsity action last
season and performed well. After a good

_preseason performance, Jones was
forced to the bench with bone chip in his
ankle.

Jones was to have been Ross’s battler
. on the boards — a guy who was to have
stuck his nose into the action with the
bigger boys when the action got rough
under the basket. But the ankle injury
set those plans back until this Friday
when the Little Giants entertain Admiral
King (54).

“His timing will be off,”” Miller
acknowledged when asked about Jones
but he also said that he will insert the
Ross junior into the starting lineup.

‘““He just started to practice in team

drills this week,” Miller said. ‘‘He had
been working out on the side before that.

‘“We have watched him closely and he
does not seem to be favoring his ankle as
much as we anticipated. Of course, when
it comes to shooting, his timing is
definitely off.”’

With Jones at one post position, 6-5
Larry Williams will be at the other post.
Sophomore Steve McGilton and Mike
Miller will be at the wings while either
Tim Price or Randy Hammer will be at
the point guard. All are juniors with the
exception of McGilton who has produced
points at a 11.2 per game rate since
stepping into the Ross lineup four games
ago.

Admiral King, victimized by the Little
Giants in the season finale last season
depriving them of a share of the Buckeye
Conference crown, are led by Mike Cook
and Chuck Simmons.

Cook, 6-3, is one of the top scorers in
the conference with a 15.0 average while
Simmons, a 6-1 backcourt man, is
averaging 13.6 points while leading his
team in rebounds with a 7.6 average.

‘““They are as quick as they have been
in the past,” Miller described the Ad-
mirals, ‘“‘but they are not as tall. They
will come out and press us all over the
floor — just like usual.”’
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Little Glants.
The Admirals took advantage of 35 Ross

Conference basketball slate. The Admirals are now 34
in conference play.

Ross Coach Ken Miller searched for words to
describe his feelings after the loss but he was hard

Scoresy quaries
quarters
Admiral King 16 20 8 196
Ross p ok 009 9 -4
ADMIRAL KING — Ballish 317, Simmons 7-0-14, cul, o
T 2:1:5, Pagan 408, Wilson 102, Hillard 2-5-9, Gage:
1-0-2; totals 26-1163
ROSS — Miller 2-1:5, McGllton 339, Jomse 311, Wiliame 3411,
Price 133, Hammer 304, Zi 022
Season records: Admiraiing 04 (54), oss08(07)
Score by quarters
Admiral King n 4.
13 1754

Scoring
ING — Adams 2-246, Vick 558, Wtk 0113, Eversen
Schiea

SR IR
News- Alessenger
{Spo rts
- news

pressed for an explanation.

‘When he did speak, he reflected on Ross's
compared to the game play.

“‘We are having difficulty recognizing defenses,” he

began. “In practice we don’t have that difficulty but
mwesetunonuunoorlnmlolmm
always seem to be two steps behind!""

There was little to about the Admirals’
defense. Coach Mitch Gillam began with a 2-3 zone but
switched to his basic man-to-man five minutes into the
contest and stuck with It the rest of the way. From the

very mmbimmomm'cmmn
full court press with trapping

Thnpnuwnmmnlnwlpﬂunm.mmvmlor
Ross. The Little Glants started the game with four
straight turnovers before getting off a shot; the second
half began with six straight turnovers before Ross was

points of the game for the Admirals two minutes and
seven seconds into the game.

The Admirals did not score until half of the third
period was over. Still, however, the Little Glants could
not close ground.

Chuck Simmons and Mike Cook, the Admirals’ two
main propellers, knocked in 14 and 12
respectively to lead all scorers. Amrmklngonno-
for a 16-10 first quarter lead, the Admirals canned 17 of
38 shots to take a 36-19 halftime lead.

CAUGHT IN THE ACT. Larry
Williams Ross, right, gets a good
hold on Mike Cook of Admiral King as

called for a foul on the play Friday
night at Ross High School. (News-
Messenger pholos by Bruce Crippen)

he starts his drive. Willlams was

Bartow irked at calls
in UCLA loss to Oregon

By The Assoclated Press
It looked familiar to

was pleased.
UCLAI Gene Bartow
recognized what was
too, and he was

Bartow's seventh-
ranked Bruins were
leading the Ducks by seven
jpoints with just more than
five minutes left in the
game and appeared to
have things well in hand.

" But, as happened in a
UCLA game earlier this
season, the Bruins went
stone cold the rest of the
way and Oregon rallied for
a 61-60 triumph Friday in
the Pacific-8 Conference
opener for both schools.

‘The Oregon victory,
which gave both teams 10-2
| records, was decided in the
final second, with Ducks’

forward ‘Greg Ballard
{ hitting two free throws to
{provide the difference. He
ywas fouled by Brett
'meu: while battling for

rebound. Ballard, a
unlor finished with 22
pomu six of them to bring

Oregon back from the

| seven-point deficit near the

*“\The Bruins’ coach had
unkind words for one of the
officials, and also—only
slightly more subtly—for

Oregon.

“I'm sick of calls like the
last one against Brett
Vioman when we're
against a team that holds,
rips, and gouges like
Oregon.

“I've never done this and
1don't know if I'll be fined,
but the same man made
the same sick calls against
us in the Notre Dame
game.”

Marques Johnson led
UCLA with 21 points and
David Greenwood added
15, but it was not enough as
the Bruins dropped only
their fifth game of the 183
they've played at Pauley
Pavilion.

Ninth-rated Nevada-Las
Vegas, no trouble

Sophomore center Edgar
Jones scored 32 points,
including seven in the
decisive overtime, to pace
the Wolfpack. In another
WCAC clash, Loyola
nipped St. Mary's 58-57.

In other college
basketball action Friday
night, Bob Roma scored a
career-high 23 points to
lead Princeton over
Harvard 77-45; Kevin
McDonald scored 24 points
as Penn whipped Dart-
mouth 65-46; Darryl

Gladden came off the
bench to spark an 11-2
surge in the second half
that carried La Salle to a
65-49 decision over
Canisius; Rocky Smith’s 18
points powered Oregon
State past Southern Cal 58-
50; two free throws by Joe
Fazekas with two seconds
left gave Wyoming a 56-54
triumph over Pacific and
Loyola-Los Angeles
trimmed St. Mary’s, Cal.,
58-57 behind Vince
Morelli’s 16 points.

* The Admirals’ defense plus some inconsistent play
by Ross took away the Little Glants' passing game.

“It seemed like we would have one guy with the ball
on one side of the floor and four other guys on the other
side waiting for it to be thrown to them."

Miller did see some good In his team’s effort.

“I thought Jones (Ed) did a good job for his first
time out,"” he pointed out.

Jones missed the first Ross games wi
cnlppedbonelnh.l.llnklnwtm 11 points, (yln;mm
for team honors with Larry Willlams. The Ross junior
hit only four of 15 shots, but, as expected, his timing
‘was off in his shooting game.

Steve McGilton had nine potnll for Rou after being
shutout in the first quarter. He also grabbed seven
rebounds.

Ross, for the first time this season, controlled the
boards 27-19. Randy Hammer led the Little Glants in

rebounding game with eight.

In the junior varsity game, Admiral King came
back from the 52-48 deficit with a minute and a half le
play to down the Little Glants 56-54. The Little Glanf
had battled back from a 17-5 deficit after one period ol
play to grab the lead early in the final period.

Mike Schlea led the Ross JVs with 18 points. John
Shetzer had 10.

(AP)
Ralders and

RANDY HAMMER (24) of Rul
grimaces as he hits the floor and
lands under Admiral King's Robert

Pagan. The ball went sailing out of

bounds on the play.

the
get $15,000 per man, the losers
¥,

,500 apiece.
For each of the players, there are
about 22

Oakland and Bud Grant of Min-
Can Super Bowl XI possibly live
wwmmmwmdly
Are you kidding?
would have trouble
lnlllnnual buunq of

ldhcdvu
luunedluulooday when the

ROSS COACH KEN MILLER MAKES A POINT IN THE HUDDLE

flrll wave of media troops arrived
and began its rapid-fire bursts of
questions.

Wednesday and Thursday were
coach-and-player-interview d-y-
The teams were more than an
from the media headquarters near
Los Angeles International Airport.

No wonder the coaches decided
to puk up their troops today and

move en masse to hotels
closer to lhe ballpark.

The conclaves had all the
emotional Impact of a stifled yawn.
Oakland’s players said they
weren't y. Minnesota’s players
said they weren't dirty. Both
coaches denied that anyone was
dlrt

In quarufback Ken Stabler, the
Raiders have ‘‘The Snake” a
sinister-looking man with his
scraggly beard and whiplash arm,

le of delivering a ball on a
line to a target 50 yards or more

than anyone else
league this year. He gained more
yards per pass than anyone. He
completed a greater percentage of

In Fran Tarkenton, the Vikings
bi

leu.uplbuolrumuuhhwp

Elusive NFL title near
for Oakland, Minnesota

into a gain.
He threw for more yards and for
a better percentage than anyone
else in the National Conference this
year—and owns every major
career passing record in the

In Chuck Foreman, the Vikings
have the top all-purpose back. He
rushed for 1,155 yards, fourth in the
NFC, and caught 55 passes, second
in the conference. In Mark van
Eeghen, the Ralders also have a

1,000-yarder. He gained 1,012
yards, backed up by rence
Davis’ 516.

In Sammy White and Ahmad
Rashad of the Vikings and Cliff
Branch and Dave Casper of the
Raiders, the two teams have
receivers of almost unmatched

excellence,
With Otis Sistrunk, Phil

Alan Page, Jim Mll'lhl.ll Jeff
Slemon and Nate Wright of Min-
nesota the field is littered with
defensive stars.
bnnuvlrtuallﬂmee

Or, as someone muttel-‘d ‘when
the Sunday Wweather forecast was

mmmonlpmmmmnlon

“‘Rozell
o e’s gotten to



Second half
begins Friday

Will things be better the
second time around?

Ross will begin to an-
swer that question on the
basketball floor Friday
when it hosts Mansfield in
the kickoff game of the
second half of the Buckeye
Conference basketball
season ... The first half
was nothing but a seven-
game long nightmare for
the Little Giants and
mentor Ken Miller. Ross
dropped all seven games
and one other for an 0-8
record overall.

Mansfield, implement-
ing a self-imposed stall
while trying to. draw
Ross out of zone defense,
downed the Little Giants
42-35 in the first encounter
between the two schools.

To date, the Tygers own
.a 5-4 overall record and
carry a 3-4 mark in con-
ference play.

Offensively, the BC clash
will feature the two teams
at the bottom of the ladder
in the conference. Ross is
eighth with a 44.0 point
average while Mansfield is
a notch higher with a 55.6
average.

The Little Giants are
also last in total defense
with a yield of 67 points per
game and Mansfield is
ranked fifth, giving up a
shade over 59 a game.

Mansfield is expected to
start Henry Washington (5-
10) and Wayne Curry (5-
11) at the guards; CIiff
Belmer (6-2) in the mid-
dle; and Orin Butler (6-4)
and Eric Jefferson (6-2) at
the forwards.

Jefferson is the third
leading scorer in the BC
with a 17.0 ppg while
Belmer ranks third in
rebounding with an 11.3
average.

Miller will go with 6-5
Williams and 6-2 Eddie

Jones at the post spots;
Mike Miller (6-2) and Steve
McGilton (6-0) at the
wings; and Randy Ham-
mer (5-10) at the point.

McGilton, a sophomore,
is ranked 11th in scoring in
the conference with a 12.3
average. Miller is 13th in
rebounding with a 6.3
mark.

The JV game will begin
at 6:30 p.m. Friday with
the doors opening at 6 p.m.
at Ross High School.

College
basketball

By The Assoclated Press

EAST
Bucknell 73, Cornell 69, OT
Coast Guard 59, Clark 54
Columbia 118, Wagner 90
Navy 56, Georgetown, D.C. 55
New Hampshire 89, Canisius 77
Pittsburgh 89, Cleveland St 75
St. Bonaventure 79, Duquesne 77
St. Francis, N.Y. 100, Seton Hall

St. John's, N.Y. 74, St. Joseph's,
Pa. 57

Syracuse 82, Penn St 66

Union, N.Y. 67, Amherst 56°

Vermont 61, Dartmouth 55

Villanova 75, W Virginia 65

SOUTH
Appalachian 80, Furman 78, OT
Clemson 80, Duke 73, OT
Florida St 69, Madison 66
Manhattan 70, S Carolina 67
Mercer 73, Georgia St 70
Miss. St 80, Louisiana St 77
0ld Dominion 96, W Carolina 79
Richmond 79, Rhode Island 74
Tennessee 71, Kentucky 67, OT
Virginia 55, Virginia Tech 50
VMI 92, Willlam & Mary 79
Virginia St 86, St. Augustine’s 85

MID!'
Ball St 64, Kent St 62
Cincinnati 84, Dayton 61
Kansas 62, Oklahoma St 60
Kansas St 63, Iowa St 54
Marshall 79, Ohio 71
Miami, Ohio 71, W Michigan 62
Missouri 69, Oklahoma 60

SOUTHWEST '
wGrambllng 66, Ark-Little Rock

Houston 106, Rice 56

N Texas 105, Texas-Arlington 101

SMU 74, Texas 73

Texas A&M 60, Baylor 59
“Texu Tech 87, Texas Christian

FAR WEST
Nebraska69, Colorado4 __




It’s mine!

Ross’s Randy Hammer has the ball
but Admiral King’s Greg Ballish has
the muscle and he shows it during the
recent Buckeye Conference basket-
ball game. That game, played on Jan.
7, was the last time the little Giants
saw action. Bad weather did not allow
Mansfield to travel to Fremont last

Friday and bad weather has forced
cancelation of games in the Fremont
area the past two Tuesdays. Ross,
tentatively, will travel to Marion on
Friday before hosting Tiffin
Columbian on Saturday. (News-
Messenger photo by Bruce Crippen)



Ross facing hectic 19 day stretch

Weather permitting, Ross will
get in a basketball game this week.
As a matter of fact, they should get
in two this weekend and another
next Tuesday.

Those three games kick off a
hectic three weeks for the
struggling Little Giants. Ross, 0-8
overall and 07 in the tough
Buckeye Conference, will play
eight games in the next 19 days and
it will not only be tiring but hectic if
the weather steps in to call the
shots.

Ross will travel to Marion Friday
for a conference clash with Hard-
ing and then return home on
Saturday to host Tiffin Columbian.
On Tuesday, Toledo DeVilbiss will
be in town. Last Friday’s
scheduled game with Mansfield

has been rescheduled for Tuesday,
Feb. 8, at Ross.

Cold weather stopped Ross last
Friday but it did not stop the Little
Giants from practicing this week.
‘““We got in the practices,”” Coach
Ken Miller said, ‘‘that has not been
aproblem.”

Miller explalned that in an effort
to try to shake the losing doldrums,
he is instituting more competitive
practices.

‘“Instead of just running fun-
demental drills, we are trying to
make just about everything a
competitive situation to help our
concentration,”’ he said.

‘‘We have been running a lot of
two-minute games using the
scoreboard in different situations.”

Marion defeated the Little Giants

67-49 in the team’s first game back
on Dec. 10. Since that time, the
Presidents have complied a 7-3
record which includes a 4-3 BC
slate.

On Saturday, a tough Columbian
team will face off with Ross. The
Tornadoes are c¢urrently in a dog
fight for the top rung of the ladder
in the Northern Ohio League.
Columbian is 8-2 with losses to
Shelby and Willard.

Miller will have only one minor
change in his lineup this week.
Junior Mike Miller, the coach’s 6-2
son, will be moved from wing to the
point, replacing Randy Hammer,
who will be moved to the wing.
Steve McGilton will be at the other
wing while Eddie Jones and Larry
Williams will handle ‘the post
positions.
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—Ross responds to ‘T’ charge

By BOB MARKER

very well

and it wornd . for a while.
Miller's Ross Little Giants anm mw

showed more spunk than ever this

season but lost to the Marion Hard-

Buckeye C

loss of the season for the Little technical

Giants while the Prnldenu Ross, with McGilton, Eddie Jones,

lumpeduplol-s and 53 in the
conference.

was pleased with the play of his
team against the taller and strong-
er Harding team but he was not

uwy Woods and Al Moc: scored at
That displeasure set up Mlller s
bit of trickery. room

With Ross tnulng 26-14 midway
essenger Sports Editor through the second quarter, Miller

MARION — Kenny Miller's hit the roof when Little Glants' g

Steve was question,” he smiled. “I do k

literally run aver at midcourt. His

when he did not hear a

al anger cost him a
ing Presidents 70-50 Friday in a uchnu:-l (oul but sent a charge of
through the Little
encounter. It was the ninth straight Giants. After only one on the two
free throws were hit,

and Randy Hammer leading me
ch; , closed to within five points
Despite the 20-point loss, Miller at 27.22 with 2:50 to play in the
second period.

Ross had trailed at one point in
the first half 23-8 as Harding's 6-7
pleased with the ommuu from lefthander Clyde Lutsch had

will,

Miller only smiled in the locker
after the game when he was

Marion Harding overpowers Little Giants 70-50

asked if he had wanted to get the six Ross hots, and intimidated the
wehnlcal Little Giants when any one of them
“I'm Ioln to luy off nm came close to the bucket. He ended

the night with a game high 23
one thing: Mac (McGilton) wu points. Turner canned 11 of 14 free
nearly undressed by them in that throws while popping in 19 points
double team at midcourt nnd they dupue starting the game on the
(officials) did not call a foul.”

Harding Coach Mike Riley
chuckles when asked about the uc led
incident. “‘He (Miller) was trying
to intimidate me officials,” Riley
conjectured, “and it worked on
l..eroy ‘Woods.

1 had to straighten them out,”

Riley said about the men in the chnrged with 26 fouls, 15 in the first
stripes. ‘‘As a matter of fact, I was half.
about ready to get a ‘T" myuu

Riley did not have to settle for a
technical on him or his players.
Lutsch and the free throw shooting
of Jeff Turner did his talking.

Lutsch hit 11 of 13 shots, blocked

Everynmellnokedup Miller
“Turner was at the

Belnqltmecmrny ‘stripe’” was
a rule, not the exception for the
Presidents. Harding went to the

Harding was whistled down 18
times but only six times in the wild
and wooly first half.

Riley called the game a *‘big
wln" for his team but pointed out,

“Fremont has got a lot of good

young players."

elpeclnlly impressed with
McGliton.

side,” he said.

scoring with 20 points while
Hlm er broke out of a recent

Llllle G!nnu hll only 19 of 64 from
the field while Harding clicked on
ol 59, o

foul line 38 times as Ross was strength
Little Giants in the second half.
The biggest Harding lead was 27
points at 64-37 midway through the
final period.

ing raced to a 70-58 win. Brian
Szakovits had 10 points for Ross
and Mike Achlea added 9.

‘Tonight at Ross High School, the
Little Glants host Tiffin Colum-
bian. TheJV llpo" isat6:30 p.m.

VARSITY

The Harding coach was

TI'd like to have him on my . e et
Harding 6 21 16 17-70
McGilton led the Little Giants in ROSS — Miller ,’:‘, "w"“m 022, Jones
317, Hammer 624, McGilton ‘7620,
Timinertaan 102 Price -1, toala19 1350

HARDING — Jones 104, Lutseh 11-1:3,
McGowan 044, Tus 9, Haines 2-

011, mn-nru White 193, Owen
193; totals 324
ton record. Harding 8.3 (5-3), Ross 09

Jvnull
Score by quarters
9 19 12 1858
1524 8 2-70

ROSS — Rosenberger 306, Cook 317,
Harris 102, Szakovits 3-4-10, Shetzer 146,

In the junior varsity game, Hard-  Eicher

g slump with 14 points. The

ledlnz used its height and
to pull away from the e
Harding

Wygant 2.1:5, Robinson 50- er 306,
Deas 204, fusell 339, ettt S101;
totals 31.8-




Columbian shells Ross

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor
Ross enjoyed a rare feeling on

the basketball floor Saturday
evening: alead.

But that lead, just like a good
rare steak, was quickly eaten and
digested by the Tiffin Columbian
Tornadoes as the Little Giants
absorbed their 10th straight loss of
the season 72-52. Columbian is now
10-2.

‘““‘We may have been a little
tired,”” Columbian Coach Terry
Phillips insisted after the game as
he recalled Ross’s 14-8 and 19-14
first half leads.

‘“‘We had a tough game last night
(Friday at Bellevue where the
Tornadoes won 52-49) where we
had to fight for every point and we
may have felt it tonight.”’

The Little Giants installed a tight
man-to-man defense instead of
their customery zone to rattle the
Tornadoes in the early going. Ross
trailed 7-6 with three minutes left
in the first period but with Randy
Hammer and Steve McGilton
hitting the scoring stride, the Little
Giants moved out to a 14-8 margin
and led 14-10 after one period of
play.

It was the first time this season
that Ross had led after the first
eight minutes of a game.

McGilton, Tim Price, and Mike
Miller combined for five quick
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DeVilbiss pullaway tops Ross

Price scored as Ross went on a 14-4 scoring the game and ended up using 12 players with
Price’s bucket off a miss at the buzzer all of them hitting the scoring column. Allen

By BOB MARKER
New.. *7~ senger Sports Editor

““They just put the ball in the hole and we wtlﬂm behind by three at the half.
ained how he felt after Ross got  other Tiger in double figures.

didn't,”” muttered Ken Miller, coach of the Murnen ex
Ross Little Giants Tuesday while summing up that close.
his team’s 11th straight loss of the basketball

win.

‘The DeVilbiss Tigers, now 5-3, outscored the
Little Giants 27-8 in the third quarter after
Ross had charged back from 12 points down in

at the intermission.

DeVilbiss, with Dale Allen scoring 12 of his
game high 25 points in the period, clicked off IJELIIIIG Giants.
14 unanswered points in the first four and one-

points and point guard Mark Turner dropped
in uwmer four.

“If he is not the best plnyer in the clly
DeVilbiss Coach Mike Murnen oozed as bai cub.
spoke of Allen, * menhelloneonhe best!" Contin

red 10 points in the first period
Allen had scol points in rst pe: the

in a “‘run and gun" shootoff. The Tigers led by

a22-19after that period. o
In the second, DeVilbiss outscored Ross 12-2  three good teams.

in a two minute span to take a 31-21 lead.

DeVilbiss stretched it to 37-25 midway through hi

the period when Ross started to charge.

““We had scored 90 points in both of our last DeVilbiss cooled off to 32 of 79.

ason. two games,” he said, “and I think our kids

L'l'oledo DeVilbiss pulled away from the were ready to take off gvgryu:ne d{or our period to defeat
ittle Giants in the third period for an 88-61 bucket — they were forgetting to play defense.

“Of course, Ross was shooting well at that 1oss had led at the half 2825 but fell behind

In the second half, DeVilbiss’ tight man-to-
man and press started to wear down the Little and Mike Schlea added 13. Lance Crenshaw
the second quarter to trail by only three, 42-39, Giants. When the Tigers turned Allen loose in
the third period and at the same time, poured
in 11 of 21 from the field, the skids were under action Friday when they host the Lorain

Ross hit only four of 14 and just four of 16 in
half minutes of the second half to break the the final two periods. DeVilbiss fell to only mv‘hm
game apart. Allen nudged in four of those four of 24 in the final eight minutes.
"Toledn is just a better ball club than we
,"" shru; Miller, “‘and they are a Dorn 226, Haupt ) Mosley 306, Gi
gged y good Derx 854, Huptman o

uing, the Ross coach pointed out, “I
thought we pl-yed well in the first half nnd in M m v+

Frey 10-2, Burel 1-1-3; totals 23
as the Tigers and the Little Giants hooked up oty n"e pl".’; ed"' m:r";:'f; :ﬁ 't"‘:' 1:7
three games, unfortunately, we have played DeVllbIn 21812

Ross used 10 players in the game with nine Lot >
ttiag {he! seoriag column. Hammer and 1. Deviaiss o Crenshaw 5-7-17, Brinkley 7-0-14, Brown 3-
McGilton led the scoring for Ross with 14 0Ll Dayo22; ot s 22-17:61

ing
Randy Hammer, Steve McGilton, Dave points apiece. Mike Miller popped ll‘I 11.

points in the second period to give
the Little Giants the 19-14 lead but
the cool air that haunted the hall
ways at Ross High School reached
into the gym and put a sheet of ice
over the Ross basket shortly after
that point.

Columbian, with sophomore Eric
Gosche hitting two buckets, ripped
off 10 straight points and outscored
the Little Giants 17-2 over the final
five and one-half minutes of the
first half for a 30-21 lead.

Columbian went on the scoring

‘ splurge as Ross was suffering from

‘“‘referee’s whistle.” McGilton was
called for his fourth personal foul
with eight seconds to play in the
half and Hammer was assessed his
third at the 7:30 mark of the second
quarter.

McGilton eventually fouled out
midway through the third period.

‘““That was part of our game
plan,” Phillips pointed out about
the Ross foul situation. ‘‘That’s
why we were using the low post.”’

With Gosche at that low point and
scoring eight points, Columbian
put the game out of reach in the
third period, taking a 50-35 lead.
Gosche, a 6-2 sophomore, drilled in
five more buckets in the early
going of the final period for a game
high 22 points.

Ross never could recover in the
second half despite Hammer's
finest shooting performance of the

led the scoring with Mark Turner’s 12 the only

hit 23 of 65 from the field while

DeVilbiss came from behind late in the third
Ross in the VJ contest 61-47.

Kevin Cook had 18 points for the Ross JVs

led the Tigers with 17.
Ross will be back in Buckeye Conference
‘Steelmen.
VARSITY GAME
SCORE BY QUARTERS
2221 27 10—88
1920 8 14—61 0
DeVILBISS — Jiannusts 34, Turner 6.0-12, Allen 8735, |
regory 3-28,
146, Kaser 102,
Anerson 113 ununnul
ROSS — Milier 4-3-11, Jones 3.3-9, Willlams 0-1-1, Ham-
mer 6214, McGiton .14, Zimmermn 033 Price 102,
records: DeVilbiss 5-3, Ross 0-11
E
SCORE BY QUARTERS
2461
1216 811—47

Anderson 5-5-15, McDanlel 10-2, Basso

1-1-3, Rosenberger 204, Cook 8-2-18,
Baerie 01, Schiea 5313, Vance 102, Bradrinaki 224;

Zimmerman, Bill Burel, Tim Belch, and Tim
More support
for Jabbar

By ALEX SACHARE Basketball Association’s
AP Sports Writer Pacific Division.
Remember the joke The Lakers moved one-

News- Alessenger

Columbian
‘Ross

season. He canned 13 of his 21
points in the final 16 minutes but
Ross was never able to get closer
than the nine they had trailed by at
the half.

The Little Giants hit 31 per cent
from the field on 23 of 74 while
Columbian had 47 per cent shooting
on 29 of 62.

Tuesday, Ross will host Toledo
DeVilbiss. The JV game will begin
at 6:30 p.m. with the doors at Ross
opening at 6 p.m.

In Saturday’'s JV game,
Columbian rolled to a 67-57 win.
Tom Brudzinski tossed in 15 points
to pace Ross’s JVs with Bryan
Omlor hitting 20 for Columbian.

VARSITY GAME
Score by quarters
Columbian 10 20 20 22-72
Ross 14 7 14 17-52
Scoring
COLUMBIAN - Felton 4-3-11, Yackey 4-2-
10, J. Stacey 3-0-6, Gosche 1o-z-n Schaade 2-
3-7, T. Stacey 1-2-4, Reinbolt 2-0-4, 'Smith 2-0-4,
Zell 0-2-2, Omlor 1-0-2; totals 28-14-72
ROSS — Miller 2-1- 5 Jones 1-1-3, Willlams
1-0-2, Hammer 9-3-21, McGﬂton 3-0-6 Price 1-
0-2, Belch 1-0-2, Frey 2-1-5, Burel 1-0-2,
Ballenger 1-0-2; totals 23-6-52
Season records: Columbian 10-2, Ross 0-10
GAME

16 14 19 18—67
8 12 10 27-57

Scoring

COLUMBIAN — Maliberger 4-1-9, Smother
0-1-1, Robbins 2-5-9, Edeburn 1-0-2, Hostetler
8-0-16, Omlor 7-6-20, Poignon 2-0-4, Zeiter 3-0-
6; totals 27-13-67

ROSS — Rosenberger 1-0-2, Cook 3-0-6,
Harris 0-1-1, Szakovits 2-0-4, Shetzer 4-0-8,
Holmes 1-0-2 Schlea 2-7-11, Eicher 4-0-8,
Brudzinski 6-3-15; totals 23-11-57

MIKE MILLER (32) wears the look of ucoum (22) wl(hnm Mosley and
determination as he dribbles the ball int Dorn

for the Ross Little Giants Tuesday. To' DeVmﬂu (News-Messenger photos
the left of Miller is teammate Steve by Bruce Crippen)

in from behind for




Rush and Steelmen in town Friday

Perry Rush, the Buckeye Con-
ference’s fifth leading scorer and
its top free throw shooter, leads his
Lorain Steelmen into Ross High
School Friday for the Little Giants’
12th game of the season.

Lorain, 3-8 overall, and 2-7 in the
conference, stopped Ross in the
two team'’s first meeting 85-61 in a
game that had a weird beginning
and ended with a constant parade
to the foul line for both teams.

In the first encounter, Lorain had
a 4-0 lead before the first second
had ticked off the clock. Rush hit
four of five technical foul shots
when it was discovered that the
wrong numbers had been listed in
the score book for the Little Giants.

Ross never recovered after that
as Rush and his teammates riddled
the Little Giants’ zone defense for
the win that ended with the shrill
sound of the officials’ whistles
hanging in the air. Ross canned 21
of 26 free throws in the final half
while Lorain hit 11 of 16 in the final
period.

“Rush is definitely the key for
them,” Ross Coach Ken Miller said
logically. ‘“‘He’s a good outside shot
and he drives the lane well — and

he mixes up that game very well.”’

Rush, hitting 16 per game, is
bolstered on the boards by 6-4 Doug
Zientarski who ranks 10th in the BC
in rebounding with a 7.0 average.
That is three spots higher than
Ross’s best rebounder, Mike
Miller.

“Lorain plays eight players,”’
Miller said about the Steéelman
shuttle system. ‘‘That makes it
difficult for us to match up
defensively.

“We will have to check off on the
boards well against them because
they do hit the boards hard,” Miller
explained as he spoke about what
he expected from Lorain.

Ross, in the midst of a rough
eight games in 19 days part of its
schedule, will have little time to
dwell on a game slated for
Tuesday, Feb. 1. The Little Giants’
will be traveling to Findlay for the
second test against the Trojans on
that day.

“It’s really difficult-to prepare
two games in advance,’”” Miller
said when talking about the
Friday-Tuesday setup and he will
face more of that difficulty next
week. After Findlay’s game, the
Little Giants will have games at

home on Friday (Sandusky) and
Saturday (Perkins), followed by
another Tuesday game at home
again against Mansfield on Feb. 8.
In other BC stats, sophomore
Steve McGilton of Ross ranks 10th
in scoring with a 13.7 average. The
leader is Rich Montaque of Elyria
with a 19.1 mark. Ross’s Larry

. Williams is eighth in field goal

shooting with 50 per cent on 19 of 38
from the field.

McGilton is eighth in free throw
shooting and Williams is 10th.

ROSS WRESTLING

Tonight’s wrestling meet at
Clyde has fallen victim to the
weather. There has been no date
yet for a make-up match.

The meet was the last on Ross’s
schedule before the Buckeye
Conference Tournament on Feb. 5,
at Mansfield Senior.

Coach Al Voggenthaler’s crew
figures to have good shots at
claiming four individual titles in
the eight-team tourney. Jessie
Heidelburg, 9-1, at 107, Aaron
Sewell, 7-3, at 134, Clarence Parks,
11-2, at 157, and heavyweight Jim
Smith, 9-3 are the potential Ross
champs.




Ross athletics roundup

Two games for Little Giants

Ross’s on and off basketball
season is on for at least two games
this weekend but the swimmers
and wrestlers will have to continue
the weather enforced layoff.

The Little Giants hardwood
team, still searching for that first
win after 11 straight setbacks, will
entertain Sandusky in a Buckeye
Conference encounter Friday and

_ will host Sandusky Bay Conference
leader Perkins on Saturday. The
two games will be the first of five
games in the next 12 days for Ross.

On Tuesday, Feb. 8, Ross will
host Lorain Senior in a game that
was postponed from Jan. 28,
Mansfield Senior, originally
postponed from Jan. 14 to Feb. 8,
has been moved back another week
to Feb. 15. Sandwiched between the
Lorain and Mansfield games, Ross
will take on conference leader
Elyria on Feb. 11. All of the games
are at Ross High School.

The Buckeye Conference

Wrestling Tournament, which has .

grown into one of the better tour-
neys in the state the past few
seasons, has been postponed from
this Saturday at Mansfield Senior
to Feb. 19.

The Ross swim team was to have
traveled to Lorain Catholic
Saturday but that meet has been
canceled. The swimmers will not
be in action (possibly) until Tues-
day, Feb. 8, when they travel to
Perkins for a 4 p.m. meet.

Ross’s girls basketball team,
after having the Jan. 27 game with
Bellevue canceled, will play

Sandusky on Monday, Feb. 7. The
game had been originally slated for
Jan. 29. The junior varsity game
will begin at 6 p.m.

Tonight’s girls game at Upper
Sandusky has been canceled.

In a meeting held on Jan. 29, in
Columbus, the State Board of
Control of the Ohio High School
Athletic Association (OHSAA) met
with a representative group of
superintendents and principals of
schools throughout the state. An
opinion was issued as a result of the
meeting that if schools were going
to be permitted the additional
“calamity” days (15), then every
effort should be made to have as
many activities maintained as
possible.

Schools that are fortunate
enough to have adequate heat were
encouraged to share their facilities
with those not so fortunate.

Ross is heated by fuel oil and so
all athletic events scheduled for the
high school building will be held
even if regular school is closed.

Sandusky will bring a 6-5 slate (5-
4 in the conference) to Fremont
Friday. In the first meeting of the
two teams, the Blue Streaks
stopped the Little Giants 62-39.

“They pressed us from the
start,”” Ross Coach Ken Miller
recalled. “I felt we did a fairly
good job against the press . . .
early in the game we did give up
the ball a few times though.”

Miller expects Sandusky to use
the same tactics this game.

The Blue Streaks, although
roughly the same height as Ross,
are a bit quicker. A pair of quick
juniors, Calvin Cage (5-9) and
Glenn Redding (5-11) will start at
the guard slots for' Sandusky. As a
sophomore, Redding got his first
start at Ross and clipped the Little
Giants for 27 points.

‘“‘He got 10 against us this year
but he was coming off an injury,”’
Miller said about Redding. ‘‘I think
since that time he has improved.”’

At the forwards for Sandusky are
seniors Mike Blake (6-1) and Mike
Ehrhardt (5-11) while the center is
high scoring senior Paul Biddle (6-
4). Fronnie Clark (6-4), a junior,
usually replaces Blake at forward
early inthe game.

On Saturday, Perkins, which sits
alone at the top of the SBC with a 5-
1record, will pit its 7-5 overall slate
up against Ross.

Barry Roll and Dave Lawrence,
a pair of 6-1 seniors, will start at
the forwards for the Pirates while a
6-4 sophomore, Brad Dwelle, is at
center. Dan Kelly, 5-10, and
DeWayne Young, 5-11, both
juniors, will be the guards.

“l don’t know much about
Perkins,” Miller admitted. ‘“‘The
only time we saw them is in the
preseason preview at Bellevue.”

Miller is expected to start Dave
Zimmerman (6-4) and Ed Jones (6-
2) at the post positions; Steve
McGilton (5-10) and Randy
Hammer (5-10) at the wings; and
Mike Miller (6-2) at the point in
both weekend games.
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By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Editor

Ross was two minutes away from
chalking up its first basketball win of the
season Friday but instead had to settle
for its 12 loss.

Sandusky blew a 16-point halftime lead
but managed to cash In at the charity
stripe to salvage a 69-64 Buckeye Con-
ference win over the fired up Little
Giants in a chilly Ross High School gym.
‘The win upped Sandusky's record to 7-5

buckets by McGilton and Hammer
began the revival that eventually put the
Little Giants in front.

Hammer clicked on two free throws
and a bucket and Jones lofted In a
charity toss to draw Ross close to the
Blue Streaks, 57-53, with 4:58 showing on
the scoreboard. Cage canned two free

rows to break the Ross streak and
Wlllllml clicked on the first of two foul
shots, giving Sandusky a 59-54 lead.
Ehrhardt hit two more free

this season and 64 in the
Ross is 0-9 in conference play.
Randy Hammer of Ross stripped the
ball away from Sandusky Blue Streaks’
guard Calvin Cage with 2:25 to play in
the game, drove down the middle of the
court and eased in a layup to put Ross on
62-61.
“I wish the horn would have went off
then,”” Ross varsity assistant Coach Tom
Brough said wistfully after the game.
But the horn did not utter a syllable and
Sandusky ran off the next five points to
pull out the game.
Ross, with Larry Willlams, Tim Price,
and Randy Hammer getting help from
Steve McGilton and Eddie Jones, had
battled back from a 42-26 deficit at the
half and an 11-point, 53-42 count after
three quarters to take the lead.
“This was a typical Sandusky-
Fremont game,” a relleved Sandusky
Coach Gary Reynolds said while
savoring his team’s win. “I think this is
the first time in five years that Sandusky
has beaten Ross twice in one season.
“Things like this happen in basket-
ball,"” Reynolds continued, ‘‘Fremont
got momentum on us in the second half
and lhll'l Wwhat this game is all about —
momentum.”

PAUL BIDDLE (23) of Sandusky soars over Ross"
Tim Price (10) after being ‘‘faked” Into the air.
Price had just gathered in a rebound and was

‘was up 61-54 but
Ross went on an eight-point run for the
lead. Williams tipped in a Hammer miss
from the corner and came back with a
sweeping right handed hook from the left
of the key to cut the Sandusky lead to 61-
58.

McGilton popped in a jumper from the
lenonheny to put Ross behind by one
with 2:44 to go and when Hammer
w.lled off his theft from Cage, the sparse
crowd in the Ross gym nearly blew the
Clp ol( the chilly container.

's when Brough wanted to hear
lha( hom but the next minutes were
nothing but close calls for Ross and
bullseyes for Sandusky.

Cage hit two free throws 15 seconds
after losing the ball to Hammer to give
Sandusky the game’s final lead. Mike
Pettis hit two more charity tosses,
before Jones hit a jumper from the left of
the lane for Ross with a half minute to
play.

Cage hit another free throw as Ross
was forced to foul and Ehrhardt
wrapped up the Blue Streak win with two
more charity tosses with four seconds to
play inthe game.

Durlna the last minute and a half of

e, Ross Head Coach Ken Miller
hnd m wller through three near misses

off 3
Danios by Bruce Crippamy T nat ko he sl pariod pefore
BSU fOl' News S
R AMlessenger p O rt S
os s Bob Marker, editor

Munson
gets

duo

Terry Bates and Jim

attending Ball
University next fall
however, the two Little
Glants' stars are not bound
by a “letter of intent."”

Both Ross players signed
forms with the Mid
American Conference

Bates, a tallback,
shattered Ross’s single

revenge

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP)
— New York Yankees
catcher Thurman Munson,
publicly snubbed by

Cincinnati Reds Manager

y Anderson during
the World Series, has
scored some good-natured

revenge.

Anderson had said on
national television that it
wasn't fair to compare any
catcher with the Reds’
Johnny Bench.

Munson, honored by the
Columbus Touchdown Club
as the Baseball Player of
the Year Friday night, was

Catfish Hunter.

“‘Hell,”" replied the
American Le: ’'s Most
Valuable Player, “I told
him (Steinbrenner) he
could have bought the
whole Cincinnati team for
$10 million.”

Munson was one of 40
athletes honored .

Dallas Cowboys quar-
terback Roger Staubach,

‘ootball

any other MAC school the Pro F
‘The “letter of intent,"” on Player of the Year, joked,
a level, binds a “I want to thank the touch-
player with the down club for voting this
school he signed the letter . award before the playoffs.
for and would not allow “I don't know whal‘w
him with other  STEVE MCGILTON, middle reaches Blddu-nacmwu(m move in say. I'm waiting for
M&‘g‘l m.l?r)‘:nce down for the ball as 's Paul  onthe Ross (Dallas) Coach (Tom)
Landry to send som:

by his !;‘un McGilton's five loour
Tim Belch's jumper from the line was
halfway in before bouncing out with 50
seconds to play; and Willlams’ soft hook
met the same fate with five seconds to
go.

When those close calls were pointed
out to Miller, he shrugged, ‘‘Looks like
::)mm up there was saying ‘not this

ime.’

Miller had reason to smile, even
though it may have been on the inside.
““The most encouraging thing is that we
were down 16 at the half — not that we
have never been down 16 at the half —
but we were able to come back and go
one-up in the fourth qunm It shows
determination on our part.

Ross was led in leorlnz by Hammer's
21 points. Williams who led Ross to a 39-
35 advantage on the boards with 13
rebounds, had 15 points. McGilton had 11
dropped in nine to go along

and Je
‘with nine rebounds.

LARRY WILLIAMS (44) of Ross
flinches as a ball goes sailing into the
air during second half action Friday

Little Giants’ rally falls short

the junior varsity game, Ross's
h ike Schiea scored 21 “polnts M“"h“.‘,',
mmmam mammm.m it
tolead the Liltle Giants Vi1

VARSITY GAME
Sandusky i T
Ross. 412 16 2264
SANDUSKY — 413,
Biddle 5-2-12, 44614, Clark 204,
um-mum:u' otals 201789

— Jones 2-5-9, Miller 1-0-2, Zimmerman
o nmm-ru-n McGilton 4311, Willlams 7-1-15,
Price 3:06; totals 25-14-64
Season records. l—m‘yu(u) Ross 012 (0-9)
l:-“rm-

Sandusky 10 9 19 15-53
WM 12 -
uonurn n.l-nll

- 184, Conk 147,

Seakovits 102,
2, Schiea 51121, Brud-

at Ross High School. Tony McKenzie
(21) of Sandusky eventually wound up
with the ball.

Ageless January
leads in Hawaii

HONOLULU (AP) — Old pro Don
January got his game in gear. New
sensation Tom Watson got his string
snapped. And Jack Nicklaus got down

the road.

“‘A hellova round for me," chortled the
47+ yelr-old January after he had played
an almost errorless, eight-under-par 64
ma nl-xed hlm (o me second-round lead

Yawallan Anan

the warm, sunny wnnnr and, at 145,
ff figure.

Mﬂlu m Wal.lkopl. Billy cupar and

v.......-. wha Anna matimad feam wall



Little Giants nipped

‘“That’s the worst foul shooting we
have had all season,” moaned John
Schlessman, Perkins’ high school’s
youthful basketball coach.

What he did not have to say, however,
was that his team’'s worst was enough to
knock off Ross 62-59 Saturday night.

The Pirates, who frittered away as
much as an 11-point lead in the first half
and nine points in the second half, were
forced to use the foul line to pull out the
win, the team’s eighth in 13 games.

Dan Kelley hit the front end of a one
and one free throw situation to snap a 59-
59 tie with 1:20 to play to give Perkins
the small cushion it needed for the win.
Kelley hit another free throw with 10
seconds to play and DeWayne Young
knocked home another for the final
Perkins’ points with four seconds left to
ice the win. ;

The three charity tosses were the only
ones made in eight attempts for Perkins
in the final 1:20 of the game but the bulls-
eyes offset a comeback by the erratic
Little Giants.

Trailing 50-41 with 6:25 to play, Ross
outscored the Pirates 13-3 in the next five
minutes to take only its second lead of
the game 54-53 but the Ross point run
began to fizzle at that point.

Eddie Jones dropped in six points,
Dave Zimmerman added three, and

Fremont teams in action

Ross and St. Joe Central Catholic high
school athletic teams are scheduled to be
in action tonight and Tuesday. .

The Ross girls basketball team
resumes action after a long layoff in a
home game with Sandusky tonight. The
junior varsity game will begin at 6 p.m.

The Ross swimming team will travel
to Perkins for a meet at 4 p.m. Tuesday.

On Tuesday night, the Ross boys
basketball game hosts Lorain in a
makeup game. The junior varsity game
will begin at 6:15 p.m. instead of the
usual 6:30.

The St. Joe boys travel to Clyde
Tuesday night in another makeup game.
The junior varsity game will begin at
6:45 p.m. at Clyde Junior High School.

The St. Joe girls team is also in action
Tuesday night. It will travel to Fostoria
for a game with St. Wendelin.

' [ [

Mike Miller and Randy Hammer two
each in the Ross run. Jones’ layup off an
inbounds pass from Hammer gave Ross
the lead with 3:30 to play.

That lead lasted just 27 seconds with
Barry Roll putting Perkins back on top,
55-54, with a pair of free throws. A
bucket by Dave Lawrence upped the
Pirates’ lead to 57-54 before Jones hit
again for Ross.

Joel Hoelzer lofted in a 20-footer from
the right side to stretch Perkins’ lead to
59-56 before Miller hit a running one-
hander. Miller was fouled on the shot by
Kelley and hit the free throw to tie the
game at 59 with 1:24 to play.

That’s when Perkins’ worst facet of
the game was enough to save them.

‘‘We did not play a good ball game,”’
Schlessman insisted.

Ross had bounced back from a 17-6
deficit in the first quarter to trail by a 30-
27 count at the half.

‘‘Miller was hitting from outside and
Williams (Larry) and Jones were getting
them from the inside,’’ Schlessman said.
‘‘Ross just shot fantastically in the
second quarter.”’

Williams knocked in eight points in
second period for Ross, one less than he
finished for the game. Jones canned 18
points, 14 in the final 16 minutes to lead
the Little Giants in scoring. Miller
finished with 13.

Ross hit 27 of 58 from the field but only
five of 10 at the foul line. Perkins hit 24 of
57 and 14 of 24 free throws. )

In the junior varsity game, Ross won
its second straight game 50-37. Mike
Schlea had 17 points and Lawrence
Holmes tossed in 14 for Ross.

VARSITY GAME
Score by quarters
Perkins 17 13 16 16—62
Ross 9 18 14 18—59

Scoring
PERKINS — Roll 4-4-12, Lawrence 6-0-12, Dwelle
5-1-11, Young 6-2-14, Kelley 1-2-4, Hoelzer 2-5-9;
totals 24-14-62
ROSS — Jones 9-0-18, Miller 6-1-13, Williams 4-1-9,
Hammer 4-0-8, Price 1-0-2, Zimmerman 1-1-3, Belch
2-2-6; totals 27-5-59
Season records: Perkins 8-5, Ross 0-13
* JVGAME .
Score by quarters
6 16 8 7-—37
14 12 16 8—50

Perkins
Ross

Scoring
PERKINS — Hedberg 2-0-4, Bixler 3-0-6, Widdoes
6-2-14, Printy 2-4-8, Sheely 2-1-5; totals 15-7-37
ROSS — Burel 0-1-1, Rosenberger 1-0-2, Cook 1-0-2,
Szakovits 0-2-2, Shetzer 2-0-4, Holmes 6-2-14, Schlea

4-9-17, Eicher 2-0-4, Brudzinski 1-2-4; totals 17-16-50

[ & &
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Miller blasts officiating

Ross comes close, but falls 7 0-65

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Ed|/

Lorain got a little boost Tuesday In n-namg
Fremont Ross its latest setback in the string
of 14 this season. At least Ross Coach Ken
Miller felt that way after watching his club
drop a bitter 70-65 Buckeye Conference game
to the Steelmen.

“I'm getting tired,”” Miller fumed in the
locker room after the game,'of getting
screwed by the officials in the last two
minutes . . . but when it comes down to it,
when they (opponents) claw, scratch, and
shove, and get away with it — well, it's a crock
of crap!”

Target of Miller's wrath were officials Lynn
Rader and Hank Janowitz, both of Elyria.

‘Two particular calls among several calls
that went against Ross in the final moments
particularly irked Miller and his assistants
‘Tom Brough and Alex Clark.

Ross, up 58-57 with 3:46 to play, coughed the
ball up to the Steelmen to set up one foul.
Lorain’s Mike Pozega was on the front end of
the ensuing fastbreak with Ross's Eddie Jones
trailing him. Just as Pozega went up with the
ball, another Steelmen player hit Jones from
behind with the Ross player ramming into
Pozega. The result: Jones was called for a
foul with Pozega’s shot tying the game.

‘The only good thing about the call for Ross
was Pozega missed the charity toss.

The other call(s) involved two back-to-back
rebounding fouls on Ross's 6-4 junior Dave
Zimmerman. Both led to possible three-point
plays for the Steelmen.

“*You know it just seems,’* Miller said, ‘‘that
just because we are Fremont, we are not
st towin.

“It's too damn bad when kids play their
hearts out the whole game and then get blown
«down by the stri)

RANDY
heis

one of the finest Ross efforts of the season with 25

points.

Miller, in his official blasting, claimed the
same type of officiating took place in Friday's
69-64 loss to Sandusky.

Despite the final two disastrous minutes for
Ross, the game was the best that the Little

Giants have offered this season. Ross led from a

the very start except for a brief period in the
second quarter and the final of the

the game and free throws by Hammer and
Jones of Ross gave the Little Glants their final
lead of the game 62-60 with 2:50 to play.

Pozega hit the tying bucket and Svete tipped
in two more before Ross was able to score

gain.
Miller praised his team after thinking about
h loss

game.

Randy Hammer and Mike Miller of Ross
literally burned the nets off the bucket during
the contest. The duo pumped in 14 points
aplece in the first half as the Little Glants

in 15 of 29 shots. That continued torrid
shooting in the recent half drove the Steelmen
from a zone into a man to man in the final
elght minutes and that was the key to the win
for Lorain according to Coach Dale Reichert.

““We were trying to concentrate on Miller
and Hammer,"" the Lorain coach sald, ‘“‘but
we could not concentrate on them when we
were in the zone so we went to the man to
man."”

Reichert, who barely had time to blink at
the start of the game before finding his team
trailing 8-0, was not caught flatfooted with
Ross’s running game.

**No, that did not surprise me but I did not
expect them to shoot that well!"

Lorain got a big boost from Lee Svete who
'made his first start of the season after missing
a good bit of the season with an injury. The 6-2

“Everyone that played against Lorain and
Sandusky (Frldly) pl-yed their hearts out,”
he said quietly. not easy to do when
you have not won a blll glme — I just wish the
season was just starting."

Hammer’s 25 led all scorers with Miller
llllllng 19. The Little Glants hit 27 of 53 lho'.l
while Lorain canned 29 of 62. Ross held
slight edge in rebounding 27-26.

Friday evening the Little Glants host un-
beaten and the third ranked team in the state,
Elyria.

Rou 's junior varsity team dropped a 45-44
decision. Mike Schlea, who led Ross with 16
points, tossed up a last second shot that rolled
off me rim to let Lorain escape with the win.

VARSITY GAME
SCORE BY QUARTERS
Loesa 12 19 12 -7
16 20 15 1465
nconuva

LORAIN — Pille 3410, Sevte

2, zumuukl 102,
Rush 9.1-19, Ewers 3.06, Hulf 306, ; totals 62

P-q-
ROSS — Miller 83-19, Jones 0-22, Zimmerman e
totals 27-

5

Junior dropped in 24 points four on
two tips in the final two minutes of play.

Svete and slick Lorain guard Perry Rush
helped bring their teammates back from 10
down (51-41) in the third period to the team’s
fifth win in 14 games. Perry canned nine of 17
shots and finished with 19 points.

After Ross fell behind 59-58 with 3:46 to play,
Tim Price gave the Little Giants a 60-59 lead
at the 3:30 mark. Pozega hit a free throw to tie

SANDUSKY — Brian Koenig won two
events and Hal Hawk tied a school
record but Perkins had more depth to

the Ross swim team Tuesday 80-46
in !.hulxdane Perkins pool.
though the score was one-
sided,” Ross Coach Art Bucci pointed
out, “there were a number of close
‘events which, if they had gone our way,
it could have been a different story."

Koel ashed to win the 200-yard
individual medley with a 2:10.489 clock-

ing and bounced back to take the top spot
ln the butterfly, paddling the 100 yards in

Hammer 12-1-25, Price 306, Willlams 24-8;
Ross 0-14 (0-10)
JVGAME
SCORE BY QUARTERS
Lorain 1416 8 745
Ross 5 917 13-4

SCORING
LORAIN — Walker 4412, Mastin 408,
Harringlon 315, Crapo 304, Henderson 102, Cocllo-ll

ROSS — Cook 3-4-10, Shetzer 3-17, Homes 2-1-5, Schiea 6-
416, Eicher 1-0-2, Brudzinski 2-0-4; totals 17-10-44

Perkins tops Ross tankers

also turned in season bests. Gottron

finished second with 162 points and
Mehling was third until her last dive
when she came up short. The short dive
dropped her to fifth with 139 points.

‘The only other winners for Ross were

Kevin Casey in the with a
1:09.910, and the medley relay.

Ross will be back In action at Findlay
Saturday in the Buckeye Conference
Invitational.

MEDLEY RELAY. Row (Hetrick, Case

Y,
McKitrick, Gottron) 1:48.586; Perkins 1:55.164,
Pcmnnoum‘

ED JONES of Ross meets Lorain's
Lee Svete on this play as Svete
desperately looks for someone to
throw to. Svete scored 24 points for

Lorain to help the Steelmen rally for a
70-65 win. (News-Messenger photos
by Bruce Crippen)

HAMMER of Ross drives in for a layup as
guarded by Lorain's Perry Rush. Hammer led

school record

portion of the race.

freestyle sprint with a 24.5.
erk Porczak,

DETROIT (AP) —
Former Purdue football
Coach Alex Agase will be
named athletic director at
Eastern Michigan
University at a press
conference today, ac-
cording to a Detroit
newspaper.

‘The Detroit Free Press
said the 54-year-old Agase
would take over the post
from acting athletic
director Ron Oestrike.

Agase was unavailable
for comment but the Free
Press sald his wife, Nor-
ma, confirmed that her
husband expected to

Hawk was also second In the 50-yard

according to Bucci,
bests with a5:28.5 in the
ﬂl)lndl!Ml.’:llnlhemmtyl .
He finished second in the 500 and third in

200.
Divers Carol Gottron and Lori Mehling

5; Buder (P) 25.

coaching at Purdue in 1973
and compiled a 18-24-1
record.

Eastern has been looking
for an athletic director
since September when
Albert Smith resigned to
become the vice-chancelor
for development
university relatons at
North Carolina A&T.

Oestrike, EMU baseball
coach, withdrew his name
from consideration after
learning he would have to
give up his coaching
position.

I know he wanted the

inh 1 Mue Amncs onid (Aa

220 FRE!
Hawk clicked off a 55.9 In winning his  (F)2:2.9e; 'wuubmu

specialty, the backstroke, to tie his own
in the event. The Ross
senior also anchored the winning medley "n
relay with a 27.1 split on the backstroke

INDIVIDUAL MEI
Glesler (P) 2:14.858; Everingham (P
FREESTYLE: Clemow

Carpenter (P) [{§8.242; Cokes
151;

LEY: Kmll ¢

Hawk (R)

(P) 24.343;

IVING: FIM(PI Gottron (R); Budér (P);

ﬂ!lpl lllui“m. Riemann (P)
Clemow (P) 51.603; Coker (P)
) 27.637;

;" Glesler
—,yam) 1:00.910; Messina
LAY: Perkins (Clemow,
Perkins

®

0
Everingham, C \ Glesler) 3:33.895;
55501 Ross3 ST aws

Agase named at EMU

be getting a paycheck."

Agase was an Interior
lineman in college and
became the only player in
collegiate history to win
All-American honors at
two universities. He was
All-American at Illinols in
1943 before entering
service in World War II.
He played at Purdue in
1945 and finished out his
college career at Illinois in
1946.

Agase played six years
of professional football
with the Cleveland Browns
and the Baltimore Colts
before becoming an

aceletant ananh ot Tawa

Braves display defense
' in return to home

ByA:LEX MgﬂAﬂE
Sports Writer
Basketball returned to
snowbound Buffalo
Tuesday night, but with a
new wrinkle some
g defense by the
hometown Braves.
Center

n,
obtained from Golden
State seven games ago,
pulled down 17 rebounds
and blocked seven shots to
help the Braves stun the
Fhﬂldelpllll 76ers 99-89 in
the first National
Basketball Association
game in Buffalo in nearly
two weeks.

“‘That's the best
defensive game I've seen a
center play for Buffalo,”
said Braves Coach Bob
MacKlnmn "'rhl- is why

'I'ho Braves' defense has
been less than devast.ting

this season, ranking 20th in
the 22-team NBA. John-

son’s presence could
change that.
I've alwa;
his shot-blocking
rebounding.”

respected
and his
uld 76ers

the San Antonio Spurs 111-
89, the Milwaukee Bucks

the New York Nets
100-97, the Houston
Rockets defeated the
Cleveland Cavaliers 97-81
and the Golden State
Warriors beat the
W ullets  128-

104.

Buffalo led all the way,
moving ahead by as much
as 17 points in the third
quarter. Philadelphia
closed to 88-83 with 4:40 to
play but Adrian Dantley
and Bird Averitt scored
four points aplece as the
Braves outscored the 76ers
11-6 the rest of the way.
John Shumate led Buffalo
with 21 points.

Knicks 125, Lakers 107

Bob McAdoo scored 28
points and grabbed 17
rebounds for the Knicks,
who were never headed
and led Los Angeles by as
many as 31 points.

Adams, who’s
plagued by injuries all
year ‘lq[l( lCl_)l“ed a

Ni 119, Blazers 111

gh 40 points to
help Denver beat the
Blazers at Portland. The
score was tied 90-90 early
in the fourth quarter
before the Nuggets pulled
away.

Portland center Bill

Walton did not play
because of an inflamed
rldltAchlllesundan

Bulls 111, Spurs 89
Artis Gumou scored 24
points and grabbed 23
rebounds for the Bulls, who
clinched the victory with a
20-4 spurt during the fourth

quarter.

100, Nets 97
Milwaukee snapped a
four-game losing streak by
trimming the Nets in a
match-up of the two
Io:lngell teams in the

Wl

Houston pulled away

from Cleveland in the
quarter, outscoring

the Cavs 30-17. Rudy

Tomjanovich led the way

with 26 points.
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Elyria struggles past Ross

By BOB MARKER

jews-Mi rts Edi

Elyria slipped into Fremont Frlday night
and struggled out with a 56-31 win over Ross.

It was the 14th win against no losses for the
No. 3 state ranked Pioneers and clinched at
least a share of the Buckeye Conference
crown. Elyria is now 11-0 in BC play while
Ross Is winless at 0-15 and 0-11 for the con-

s the worst that we have shot this
mused Elyria Coach Mike Riley but
N]Gded the idea that Ross' slow pattern of-
fense may have thrown his team off.

“They were using a half-court offense,”
Riley described the Little Giants' pattern
play, *‘and all they were looking for was for
baseline shots. Of course when we got the ball,
‘we were not scoring so we could not get into
our full court press.”

Riley suffered as his team suffered with 19
of 64 shooting, with only nine bullseyes in 40
chances in the second half. The Little Giants
had a hand but Elyria’s top two scorers, 69
Richard Montague and 5-9 Hubert Oliver,
managed only a combined 11 buckets in 40
attempts between them

Ken Miller, Ross's coach, pointed out that
his team's tempo, which at times took 30-50
seconds for a shot, may have had a little
something to do with slowing down the potent
Elyria offense.

“‘Sometimes good teams will push the panic
button when the tempo changes,’” Miller said.
“‘Sometimes it throws off the team’s offensive
and defensive patterns.

ference.
"‘l'lll

KEEPING BOTH EYES on the ball is  front to back at the left are Ross’s
Elyria’s Robert Trice (21) while the  Tim Belch, Dave Zimmerman, Larry
entire Ross team watches the action.  Williams, and Mike Miller.

Tim Price is behind Trice while from

“Elyria is a very talented ball team,"
Miller continued, ind with such an out-
standing team as Elyria, we knew we could
not run up and down the floor with them —
that would be playing right into their hands.”

Ross's slowdown may have disrupted the
Pioneers offensively, but it did not have a
pronounced effect on the pressing, swarming,
trapping zone defense and the tight man-to-
man that Riley's team used.

I thought we played good defense,” Riley
smiled. “‘When you have a lhooung night like
this, the defense has to be

Elyria did not begin to shake loose from
Ross until the third period. The pattern play
kept Ross within 11, 27-16, at the half and
Miller still felt his team had a shot.

““In this day and age of basketball, anytime
when you are within 11-15 points, you are still
in range,"” the Ross coach said.

But Elyria's stingy defense forced six Ross
turnovers in the first five minutes of the third
period and the Ploneer offense was func-
llanlng just well enough to open up a 37-18

ead.

w1m Montague and Oliver taking charge of
the boards, Elyria steadily pulled away for
good MnmnxueA after hitting eight in the first
ropped in seven more points in the last
hnlt lo lead all scorers with 15 points. The
Pioneer all-Ohio hopeful corraled 12 rebounds
as Elyria completely dominated the boards
42-17. Twenty-four of the rebounds were of the
offensive variety.
Oliver hit only six of 17 shots for 12 points
but grabbed eight rebounds and caused
numerous Ross miscues while on defense.

Randy Hammer led Ross with five of 13
shooting for 10 points but fouled oul of the
game with 7:24 to go. He was the second Ross
pllyer whistled to the sidelines — Eddie Jones

with 6:25 to go In the third
{rlme

Mike Miller added eight points for Ross,
which led twice in the game at 2-0 and 6-4.

Ross was guilty of 23 turnovers and Elyria
13. The Little Giants hit 12 of 39 from the floor.

In the junior varsity game, Ross led 23-18 at
the half but could not find the bucket in the
second half, losing 47-35. Mike Schlea had 13
for Ross and Mike Collins canned 14 for
Elyria.

Ross's next game will be Tuesday when it
hosts Mansfield in a game that was
from Jan. 28. It will be the last home game of
the season for Ross. The JV game will begin at
6:30p.m.

VARSITY GAME
SCORE BY QUARTERS
" 155
& 8 5 10-m

ELYRIA — umwmmuu Montague 5-5-15,
ByTd 334, Oliver 6013, Baiser 113, Undorman 6.5, Ross
192 toula 151054

iller 408, Jones 1-0-2, Williams 0-4-4, Hammer
»m.ummmon Price 134, Beich 1-0-2; totals 13-

 Saven reourtar BIyHA 140 (11-0), Ross 0-14 (0-10)

oy

leou-veumn:n
Eyria 7 11 10 19-47
12 11 4 838

ELYRIA-Fryesss, lmmuu Schuetz 1-3-5, Collins
214, McOullough 317, Rosemond 334, Lorbach 011,
jontague 1-0-2; totals 181147
ROSS — Burel 1-24, Cook 306, Shetzer 1-2-4, Homes 3.0
6, Schlea 6-1-13, Brudzinski 1-0-2; totals 15-5-35

Massengale:

loving leader g

PALM SPRINGS, Calif. (AP) — Rik Massengale Is

leadlnl And he loves
Bruce Lietzke is ]nlt a little bit back and he likes
that, too.

“The I've won, both at T
and Hartford, I've led all the way,”" sald Massengale,

the leader all the way in the $200,000 Bob Hope Desert
Classic and the owner of a four-stroke advantage at
the end of Friday’s third round.

“I like to play from the lead—if possible, way out in
front. I like bolnl mm 1 am. Hopefully, I'll just get
further out in fronf

Chasing him u the game's hottest player, the 25-
year-old, hard-hitting Lietzke who now has a string of
24 consecutive rounds at par or better, already has
won twice this season and, suddenly, has hit the tour
with bombshell effect.

“I've responded well to pressure so far,” he said,
“but there’s no telling what may happen if I got out
there in front.”

Each cooled off slightly in the third round of this
umque. five-day, 90-hole event, had a two-under-par 70

went into Saturday’s play with Massengale
lhowln( a 200 total, 16 under par, and Lietzke second

Velernn Gay Brewer romped into contention with a

-under-par 66 and was third alone at 205. He was
followed by Hubert Green, 69-206, Wally Armstrong,
71-207 and Ron Cerrudo, 70-208.

South African Gary Pllyor. making his first start of
the year in this country, headed a group of five at 209
mm- a 68. Five-time Hope winner Arnold Palmer had
a 69 and was tied at 210 with Lee Elder, who also shot a
69 despite the huge gallery he estimated at 10,000 that
followed him and his three amateur partners, one of
whom was former President Gerald F'ord

scores are not

Sports in Brief

BASEBALL

CHICAGO — Bill Madlock, two-time National
League batting champion whom the Chicago Cubs
were unable to sign, had been traded for Bobby
Murcer, the home-run hitter whom the San Fran-
cisco Glants were unable to sign. Three other
players were involved.
TENNIS
COLUMBUS — Too-seeded Yvonne Vermaak of

A NEW VERSION of the “bump” Is  after getting a gentle “bump’ from
demonstrated by Ross’s Larry - Lindquist during fourth quarter ac-

Williams (44) and Ely
Lindquist. Williams adds a

tion at Ross Friday night. (News-
Messenger photos by Bruce Crippen)

The mile is the thing tonight
on K of C Track Meet menu

DuMIYT UADDIE

Games. He hones to lead chamnian Francie Larrien
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TIM PRICE (10) of Ross has some waving
arms of a Mansfield player in front of him
as he desperately looks for someone to

throw to. Mansfield got a quick start on the
Little Giants for a 7763 victory. (News-
Messenger photos by Bruce Crippen)

Baron deal falls through

CHICAGO (AP) — The turn-
around could not have been
much more complete, A long
day of negotiations Monday
appeared to have found new
ownership for the troubled

deal had fallen through and
every problem had returned.

National Hockey League
President Clarence Campbell,
looking haggard and sullen,
sald‘ Tne:fday, “My under-

players for the Feb, 1 payroll
by midnight Thursday,
thereby forestalling their
becoming free agents under
NHL bylaws. But he will be
faced with a similar deadline
in two weeks.

Cleveland Barons. Thzn,al,ew the &r

bours  Iater, the prosp is that the proposed deal...has _ SWig's attorney, Howard
[ — 1 " Own- ki, said, ““The piece
»» CHECK OUR PRICES] ership was to have been trans- Of paper shown to me (Green-
CORRUGATED | ferred from Mel Swig to San- berg's offer) was for less than
ford Greenberg, owner of The $1 million and did not have in
METAL Coliseurn in Richfield, Ohio, it an unequivocally firm com-
CUlVER‘I’ where the Barons have played milment‘ to raise additional

their home games to an aver- money.’
PIPE age of 5,248 fans this season.  Swig added that “The deal
(All Sizes “The offer included §1 Presented to us was best ex-
) ; million in new money to Pressed as ‘locked in con-
finance the operation for the crete’'—impossible to be
rest of the year plus a personal changed in any way.” That
commitment to raise another Precluded an agreement on
$34 million to the the tr tion, he said,
team,” according to Coliseum causing Greenberg to pull out

THE President Peter Larsen. of the picture.
That money could have been  *‘With the rejection, it abso-
GOTTRON put to good use, since the play- lutely ends any hope of
BROS. CO. ers were not paid Feb. 1 nor keeping the team alive—at
Ph. 332-6363 Tuesday, the 15th of the least from Sandy's (Green-
or 332.52 month, berg’s) view,” said Larsen.
—l332528] Swig said he would pay the

are handled by . ..

WE GOT
YOU COVERED!
JUST MAKE ONE "STOP" BEFORE
YOU "GO'“THIS SUMMER. STOP
AND LET US SET UP YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS.
o BOAT o CYCLE ¢ CAMPER o LIFE

o HOME ¢ CAR

Then go worry-free knowing your insurance needs

HATHAWAY INSURANCE

427 W. STATE STREET — FREMONT
JOE SANZO — 3326102 — NORM HATHAWAY

Campbell added a somber

] note after completing two har-
ried days of attempts to save

the team in meetings. “We
came here with some ex-
pectation of a change in own-
ership. That’s not possible at
all, now,” he said.

That left the players in a sit-
uation similar to the one they
have endured for the last sev-
eral months: doubt. NHL
Players Association head Alan
Eagleson said in Toronto that
“‘there is some confusion as to
whether the rest of the Cleve-
land games will be played in
Cleveland and some will be

played in other cities.”

past Ross

By BOB MARKER
N-M Sports Editor

Dave Ballenger had his day but Mansfield
and Wayne Curry had a better one.

Curry made like an All-American while
dumping in 27 points and propelling Mansfield
past the winless Ross (0-16) Little Giants 7763
Tuesday night at Ross High School in a
Buckeye Conference basketball clash.

Ballenger, Ross's lone senior, received the
night's biggest cheer from the sparse Ross
following when he strode onto the court with
1:50 to play in the third period. The little used
Ballenger, along with another sub, Bill Burel,
transferred that near ovation into some
hustling play on the floor that brought Ross
back from as far as 22 points down to within
nine late in the final period.

“‘Ballenger and Burel came off the bench,”
Ross Coach Ken Miller confirmed, ‘“and
ignited us. Hammer started to hit, too, and
well, the kids played with a lot of heart.”

Ballenger tossed in five points and Burel
four in the final period as Ross outscored the
Tygers 25-22 but the period was easily the
most impressive of the game for Ross.
Hammer, who finished with 23 points,
dropped in five buckets in the final eight
minutes in helping key Ross’s improved play.

But Curry could not be stopped.

After scoring 19 points in the first half, he
came back for eight more in the last 16
minutes to finish with 27 for the game. The 5-
11 junior also grabbed his share of rebounds.

Curry’s first half hot hand spurred the
Tygers to a 204 lead after one period and a 43-
21 margin at the half.

“That first half was a nightmare,” Miller
shuddered in the quiet Ross locker room after
the game. “Once we got untracked in the
second half, we looked alright.”

But the first half was the story. Ross had 15
turnovers in the first period and 20 all told in
the first half. The Little Giants hit only two of
12 shots in the first quarter and only nine of 26
in the first half.

Mansfield alternated 2-3 and 1-2-2 zone
defenses with a half-court trap and tight man
to man to force the Little Giants into the
numerous miscues.

It was another story in the second half.

¥
b

DOUBLE TEAMED Mansfield’s Jerry
Powell (23) and Wayne Curry (15) appear
to have Ross's Tim Belch (14) trapped at
the side as Belch looks for help. Curry was

"W Curry leads Tygers

77-63

With Ross’s defense forcing the Tygers into
turnovers along with the Ballenger-Burel-
Hammer boost, .the Little Giants chipped
away at the big Mansfield lead.

Ballenger canned two buckets at the start of
the final period to cut the Tyger lead to 55-42.
Cliff Belmer tipped in one of his 18 rebounds
for Mansfield to up the Tyger lead to 5742 but
the Little Giants went on a 104 spurt to make
it 61-52 with four minutes to play.

Belmer and Curry canned back to back
buckets to give the Tygers some. breathing
room but Hammer and Eddit Jones hit for
Ross to bring Ross back to 67-58, but that's
when the Ross charge ran out of gas.

Orin Butler hit from in close for Mansfield
and Jerry Powell dropped in three layups in
the final two minutes as Mansfield finished
strong for the win.

Belmer’s rebounding guided the Tygers to a
51-29 margin on the boards.

Larry Williams of Ross fouled out with 1:35
to play in the third period but not before he
dropped in five of seven shots for 10 points
making him second high for the Little Giants.

Both teams were fairly warm from the field
with Ross canning 26 of 57 for 46 per cent and
Mansfield a notch higher percentage-wise
with 32 of 68.

In the junior varsity game, Mansfield
stopped Ross 4440, outscoring the Little
Giants 11-7 in the final period after breaking a
3333 third quarter deadlock.

Evie Fagin popped in 16 to lead the Tygers
and Mike Schlea’s 16 topped the Little Giants.

Score by quarters
Mansfield 20 23 12 22-77
Ross 4 17 17 2563

Scoring

MANSFIELD — Jefferson 3-1-7, Butler 5-0-
10, Belmer 74-18, Curry 11-5-27, Powell 5-3-13,
Carter 1-0-2; totals 32-13-77

ROSS — Miller 4-19, McGilton 226,
Williams 5-0-10, Jones 2-2-6, Hammer 10-3-23,
Burel 1-24, Ballenger 2-1-5; totals 26-11-63

Season records: Mansfield 6-8 (4-7), Ross 0-
16 (0-12)

JV game
Score by quarters
9 11 13 1144

Mansfield
Ross 6 13 14 7—40

il

red
—
a real thorn on the side of the Little Giants

as he scored 27 points in Ross’s final home
game.
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Two left for Ross

Ross has a two-game season left on the
hardwood and for Coach Ken Miller’s squad,
it still has a chance to be a bit of a ‘‘spoiler’’ in
the Buckeye Conference basketball race.

The top spot has already been decided;
Elyria took care of that by thumping Marion
Harding 57-50 Tuesday night for its 12th
straight BC victory and 16th overall, against
no losses. That clinched the title for the
Pioneers.

The only contest left in the conference is for
second place and Ross will meet both teams
who have a shot at the spot.

The Little Giants will make the long trip to
Lorain Admiral King Friday night to face the
surging Admirals, winners of six straight and
a 12-5 record. The Admirals hold an 8-5 slate
in conference play and trail Findlay by a half
game in the race for second.

Ross will play at Findlay (74 in the con-
ference) in a rescheduled game on Feb. 25.

Ross, losers of 16 in a row this season, have
nothing to lose and a lot to gain with wins in
the last two season encounters. In the last
four of five games, the Little Giants has
shown flashes of good sound play, mostly in
the second half of play.

First half play has been nothing to speak
about, but in the four games (Elyria was the
fifth and the state ranked Pioneers were

much too powerful for Ross) the Little Giants
have outscored its opposition in the second
half in every game,

Ross lost to Sandusky by five and Perkins
by three but led late in the game. Against
Lorain, the Little Giants did put together
three good quarters of play while leading for
those three periods before faltering and losing
by five in the final period. Against Mansfield
on Tuesday, the Little Giants rebounded from
a 22-point deficit at the half to close to within
nine twice in the final period before losing by
13.

Keying the Little Giants’ attack in the
recent improvement has been Randy
Hammer and Larry Williams consistently
with splashes of solid play by Eddie Jones,
Mike Miller, and Steve McGilton. That’s the
five that is expected to start against Admira
King. ‘

Hammer has pumped in 87 points in the last
five games for a 17.4 average while Williams
has been coming alive on the boards as well
as showing a deft touch in shooting.

In the first game with Admiral King, Ross
was felled 63-49.

The junior varsity game will begin at 6:30
p.m. Friday with the varsity contest at ap-
proximately 8:15.



Admirals conquer Ross

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor
LORAIN — Admiral King won

two battles within one big battle
here Friday night while disposing
of Ross’s reeling Little Giants 87-43
in a Buckeye Conference laugher.

The Admirals, now 13-5 and 9-5 in
the BC, won the ‘‘battle of the first
half”’ with its varsity and added a
little icing on the cake with another
victory in the fourth quarter’s
‘‘battle of the benches.”’

In the first battle, the Admirals
cashed in on five of seven Ross
turnovers in the final three and
one-half minutes of the half to
break open what had been a fairly
close game. Within that span, the
Admirals went from a 28-22 ad-
vantage to a commanding 41-22
lead at the half.

That turnover created turmoil
sent Ross’s regulars to the splin-
ters. Ross field general Ken Miller
did not mince words while ex-
plaining the move that benched
Ross starters Mike Miller, Randy
Hammer, Steve McGilton, Larry
Williams, and Eddie Jones for the
duration of the second half.

‘“Lack of ability is one thing,”
Miller said tersely, ‘‘but there is no
excuse for lack of desire to play.

‘““There was no way for them to
have 'their mind on the game and
make the number of turnovers that
we had ... there were missed
layups, balls shot that missed the
basket completely, and bad
passes,”’ the Ross coach said as he
itemized his team’s lapses in the
final stages of the first battle.

Continuing, Miller explained, “I
am not used to having players not

making an effort and I’'m not going
to get used to it now.”

Miller began the second half with
Tim Belch and Tim Price at the
guards, Dave Zimmerman at
center, Nick Frey and Dave
Ballenger were at the wings. In-
termingled with that group was
Bill Burel who eventually led Ross
in scoring with 10 points.

Admiral King kept its regulars in
during the third period in which the
AK lead swelled to 33 points, 63-30.
Mike Cook, a 6-4 senior, drilled in
26 points in his three quarters of
action for the Admirals and Lowell
Simmons added another dozen.

Admirals’ Coach Mitch Gillam
set the stage for the ‘‘second
battle’’ by clearing his bench at the
start of the final eight minutes.
Gillam’s reinforcements topped off
the evening by outscoring Ross’s
game but tiring reserves 24-13.

Niles Price led the AK bench
minders with 10 fourth quarter
points.

Ross committed 17 turnovers in
the first half with the last seven the
most glaring. Up till that time,
McGilton’s nine points had kept the
Little Giants close. In the last half,
the former bench warmers turned
player added 19 miscues to that
total in an evening that seemed like
one big turnover for the Little
Giants.

Admiral King canned 36 of 83
shots for 43 per cent while Ross hit
a meager 13 of 47 for 28 per cent.
The Admirals controlled the
boards 42-26.

‘““We are going to have to shake
up things,”” Miller said quietly.

““True, it's the end of the season but .

we have got to get people who want
to play and are eager to play.”

Ross has only one more regular
season game at Findlay on Feb. 25
before heading into tournament
action.

In the junior varsity game, the
Little Giants racked up their fourth
win in 17 outings by coming from as
far as 10 down in the last quarter to
nip the Admiral JVs 61-60.

Mike Schlea’s driving layup with
10 seconds to play gave Ross the
win. Along the way, the Little
Giants had key buckets from Brian
Szakovits and Kevin Cook in the’
last minute and a half of play. _

Schlea led Ross in scoring with 20
points, 17 in the second half.
Lawrence Holmes scored 14 and
grabbed 20 rebounds for the Little

Giants.
VARSITY GAME

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Ross 12 10 8 13—43
Admiral King 18 23 22 24—87
SCORING

ROSS — Jones 0-4-4, Willlams 1-1-3,
McGilton 2-5-9, Hammer 2-0-4, Zimmerman
0-2-2, Price 0-1-1, Belch 0-1-1, Ballenger 2-1-5,
Frey 2-1-5, Burel 4-2-10; totals 13-17-43

ADMIRAL KING — Tarpley 3-1-7, Pagan 3-
2-8, Cook 11-4-26, Simmons 5-2-12, Hilliard 3-0-
6, Ballish 3-0-6, Wilson 1-0-2, Price 3-5-11,
Grandetti 2-1-5, Nleves 2-0-4; totals 36-15-87

Season records: Admiral 13-5 (9-5, Ross 0-
17 (0-13

JVGAME
SCORE BY QUARTERS
Ross 14 11 15 21—-61
Admiral King 8 16 24 12—60
SCORING

ROSS — Burel 2-2-6, Cook 4-1-9, Szakovits 1-
0-2, Shetzer 1-4-6, Holmes 7-0-14, Schlea 8-4-20,
Brudzinski 0-2-2, Fahrbach 1-0-2; totals 24-13-
61

ADMIRAL KING — Everson 1-0-2, Shorts
3-0-6, Wicks 3-1-7, D. Nieves 6-0-12, Adams 1-0-
2, Baker 1-0-2, Knezetie 2-0-4, Simmons 1-1-3,
T. Nieves 6-2-14, Rybarczyk 1-0-2, Morrison 3-
0-6; totals 28-4-60



Findlay last test for Ross

Ross basketball Coach
Ken Miller has relented
from a stand he took
Friday night after Ross
had absorbed its 17th
straight loss this season.

Vowing to ‘‘shake up”’
the Little Giants after the
87-43 blistering at the
hands of Admiral King,
Miller said Wednesday

that ‘‘you will probably see
some new faces,” for
Friday's final game at
Findlay.

Miller nullified a
wholesale shifting of junior
varsity players up to the
varsity level for the final
regulation season game.

“We don’'t necessarily
want to break up the

Reardon hits 22 for Bronecos

Mike Reardon, former All-Ohio basketball player
for Fremont Ross, scored 22 points to top Western
Michigan Wednesday in a Mid-American Conference
basketball game against Miami of Ohio.

Miami, however, dulled Reardon’s performance by
thumping the defending MAC champs 76-66 to end any
chances of the Broncos repeating as conference

titlists.

Reardon is a junior at WMU.
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reserve team at this late
stage of the season,’”’ he
said.

Miller did say that Bill
Burel and Lawrence
Holmes will be "seeing
action for the Little Giants.
Burel came off the bench
to score a Ross game high
10 points Friday.

Holmes, one of the
mainstays of Coach Alex
Clark’s JV team, will be
making his first varsity
appearance. ;

As far as Burel is con-
cerned, Miller said, *‘I
don’t know whether we will
start him at this time
(Wednesday).”

Findlay is 11-6 overall
and 94 in the Buckeye
Conference. The Trojans
must defeat Ross to take
the number two spot
outright in the conference
race. A loss would drop
Findlay into a tie with
Admiral King for the
runnerup spot.

Leading Findlay is 6-4
Mike Brickman who is
ranked fourth in the
conference in scoring
with a 15.6 points per game
and second in rebounding
with a 13.0 average.

The junior varsity game
will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Friday at Findlay High
School.



Ripped off!

‘%9

Trojans trip Ross

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor
FINDLAY — Ross got ripped off

but it was not on the basketball
floor here Friday night.

Host Findlay safely locked up
second place in the Buckeye
Conference basketball race while
Ross's locker ropm, somehow, was
unlocked. The locked-unlocked
situation cost Ross seven
basketballs and junior Larry
Williams a watch as thieves ran-
sacked the Little Giants’
possessions.

The Trojans, while the goods
were being spirited away beneath

the Ross fans in the locker room,

overpowered the Lkittle Giants on
the court 76-52. The win gave the
‘Trojans a 10-4 mark, one game
ahead of Admiral King, in the
conference race and a 12-6 record
overall.

The loss for Ross ended the
school’s worst mark ever for a
regular season at 0-18 overall and
0-14 in the BC. It is the first time
that a Ross team has not won at
least one game in a season in
nearly 60 years of basketball
history at the school.

Ross Coach Ken Miller was at a
loss for words and summed up his
feelings briefly.

“Before the game,” he recalled,
“I just asked the kids to give all
they had. I told them that the only
way they could embarrass

themselves was if they did not do
that.

‘“They tried hard and there is no
more that I could ask from them.”’

Findlay canned 10 of 15 shots in
the first period to launch itself on a
torrid night of shooting. Before the
evening was over, the Trojans had
canned 33 of 64 shots for 51 per cent
shooting.

‘“Yeah,” Coach John Stozich
agreed when asked if this was
Findlay’s best shooting night of the
season. ‘“We shot 50 per cent or
better every quarter.

‘“They were not all layups,
either,’’ Stozich, who was a carry-
ing a 102-degree temperature and
suffering from an intestinal
disorder, pointed out. ‘““‘A bigger
portion of those were from 18-20
feet out.” .

Stozich, paled because of his ill-
ness, was doubly distressed about
the ripoff in the Ross locker room.
“I feel badly about that,’’ he said.

Mike' Brickman, Findlay’'s 6-4
senior pivotman, poured in 10 of 17
shots for 21 points and grabbed 16
rebounds to lead the balanced
Trojan attack. His 16 caroms gave
him the conference rebounding
title, four ahead of Richard
Montague of conference champ
Elyria.

Scott Brooks hit eight of 14 for 16
points to finish second in the Trojan
scoring parade. In all, 11 Trojans
crashed the scoring column.

Sophomore Steve McGilton led
Ross with 12 points and junior
Randy Hammer added 11. Ross hit
only 18 of 61 shots, unofficially, for
29.5 per cent. The Little Giants
were guilty of 28 turnovers.

Findlay led after one quarter 20-
10 as Brickman dropped in five of
seven shots and upped that lead to
37-26 at the half. The Trojans put
the game away with a 20-8 ex-
plosion in the third frame.

In the junior varsity game, Find-
lay grabbed a 59-48 win to end the
Little Giants’ JV mark at 4-14.
Mike Schlea hit 18 points to top
Ross as nine Ross JV players

scored.
VARSITY GAME
SCORE BY QUARTERS
Ross 10 16 8 18—52
Findlay 20 17 20 1976
SCORING i

ROSS — Miller 3-0-6, Jones 1-2-4, Williams
1-0-2, Hammer 5-1-11, McGilton 5-2-12, Price
0-2-2, Zimmerman 0-4-4, Holmes 1-0-2, Bure
1-0-2, Ballenger 1-5-7; totals 18-16-52 |

FINDLAY — Brickman 10-1-21, Brooks 8-0-
16, Dean 4-1-9, Gase 0-2-2, Jefferies 3-1-7,
Mahoney 2-1-5, Rieker 1-0-2, Wiseman 1-2-4,
Wickard 1-1-3, Kahle 2-0-4, Belle 1-1-3; totals
33-10-76 y

Season records: Findlay 12-6 (10-4), Ross 9-

18 (0-14) JV GAME
SCORE BY QUARTERS
Ross 6 14 11 17—48
Findlay 13 16 10 2058
SCORING

ROSS — Rosenberger 140-2, Avers 0-2-2,
Cook 3-2-8, Szakovits 1-2-4, Shetzer 1-2-4,
Elcher 2-2-6, Schlea 6-6-18, Brudzinski 2-0-4;
totals 16-16-48

FINDLAY — Longberry 4-0-8, Accord 4-0-8,
Pulcheon 7-0-14, Replogle 2-1-5, Smith 0-1-1,
g_(se;l 8-3-19, Miles 0-2-2, Myers 0-2-2; totals 25-




Hammer on BC
third team

Randy Hammer of Ross
was named to the third
team of the All-Buckeye
Conference squads an-
nounced today. He was the
only Ross player men-
tioned in the balloting by
the coaches.

Elyria dominated the
team selections with four
players plus hauling down
the ‘‘coach of the year”
and ‘‘player of the year”
awards.

Richard Montague was
given the conference’s top
player award for the
second straight year. The
6-9 Elyria senior has been
a starter for the Pioneers
all three years of his
varsity career.

Besides Montague on the
first team, Elyria placed
Hubert Oliver on the
second unit, Steve Lind-
quist on the third team,
and Robert Trice on the
third team.

Rounding out the first
team are Mike Brickman
of Findlay, Paul Biddle of
Sandusky, Mike Cook of
Admiral King, Marion
Harding’s Bob Gooding,
and Lorain’s Perry Rush.

Hammer, a 5-10 junior,
averaged 10.3 points a
game to make the third
team. With Lindquist and
Hammer on the third
squad are Cliff Belmer of
Mansfield, Robert Pagon
of Admiral King, and
Trice.

On the second team were
Scott Brooks of Findlay,
Eric Jefferson of Mans
field, Clyde Lutsch o
Marion Harding, Chuck
Simmons of Admiral King,
and Oliver.

Hitchen

resigns

GENOA — Dave
Hitchen, highly suc-
cessful basketball coach
for the Genoa Comets,
has resigned from that
position effective at the
end of the season.

Hitchen's letter of
resignation was ac-
cepted by the Genoa
Board of Education
Tuesday night, as was
that of football coach
Jim Firestone.

Hitchen has coached
Genoa basketball for
nine years. After taking
over a team that had
only one winning
season in 10 years,
Hitchen has guided
Genoa to six winning
seasons, including five
in a row. His team has
won four Suburban
Lakes League cham-
pionships and has been
runner-up in both the
Northeran Lakes
League and SLL.

e Thq C_omets px_:_;dq it to



WINNERS OF SPECIAL
front row, left to righ

AWARDS for the boys were, row: Brian Koen

, Randy Hammer, Jim Albright,
lburg. .

t: Steve McGilton, Tom Meulna John Lipstraw, an ‘Jesse Helde!

Jim Smith, Hal Hawk, Mike Miller, Rny Long; b

Ross winter athletes honored

Five Ross High School
athletes received ‘‘most
valuable’’ awards at

y evening’'s Ross
Winter Sports Awards
Night.

Roxie Price and Randy
Hammer, were named as
the most valuable players
for girls and bo{
basketball, respectively,
whlle Jeue Heldelburg

top honor for
wreullng Hal Hawk and
Brian Koenig shared the
swim team’s top honor.

Koenig and Hammer are
juniors while the others
are seniors.

The annual program
featured 42 letter winners
and/or special award
winners while it honored

the Ross cheerleaders.
With coaches of the
various sports hlndlng out
the awards at the
High School cafeteria, the
mclll awards highlighted
program. -
Heldelburg took home
the night’s biggest share of
hardware. The Ross senior
wrestler (51-4 for the past
two years) added the team
trophy for the most
takedowns (72), the cap-
tain’s trophy, and the
Jaycee  sponsored Mal
Mackey Memorial Trophy,
along with his MVP award.
Other wrestling special
award winners were Ray
Long, ‘‘most improved,”
Jim Smith, ‘‘most pins”;
and Coach Al Voggen-

ar n
Elsketball. and wrestling.
Also being introduced were

thaller pr J
Lipstraw with the coaches
award.

L.‘l"OTTEl‘( VILLAGE

SHOES FOR MEN

a 15 Aorr

You Can
Charge It!
We Honor

Master Charge

ohn winning the free throw

In girls basketball, Pnee addition to Hnrlnl MVP

took home the s honors, was presented a
trophy and the "ben cnpuln‘l trophy. Kevin
defensive player” award Casey was also awarded a
to go with her MVP trophy. captain’s trophy by Coach
Kim Myers, a junlnr. was Art Bucci.

voted as the team’s most The most improved
improved player while swimmers were Tom
Coach Sue Wolf gave Messina and Jim Albright,
sophomore Paula Zim- both seniors.

There were six three-
year letter winners an-
nounced: Smith,
Heidelburg, and Aaron
Sewell in wrestling;
Messina, Hawk, and Casey
in lwlmmlnl

In other announcements,

merman the team’s top
ding trophy.

Diane Flickinger won
the free throw shooting
trophy for the season with
a 67 per cent figure to go
with a captain’s trophy.
Karyl Solze also was
presented a captain’s
trophy.

Hammer topped the boys
basketball awards . with
sophomore Steve McGilton

Koenig and Mark Porczak
were named as the ca?-
tains for next season’s

swim team while Clarence
Parks will hold that
responsibility
wrestling team.

for the

shooting award. Larry
Williams, a junior, won the
rebounding. trophy, and
another junior, Mike
Miller, was named

team’s most improved
Rmiyer by Coach Ken

In swimming, Hawk, in
FOR MECHANICAL
SERVICE GO TO THE
THE PRO WITH THE

CAP, |
ASK FOR THE "NAPA"|"
CLUB DECALS AND

s AIuTEMAMAE 1 ARE

| Boston

Contact

Aner su'uulln and losing the first

4-year-old Tracey Austin, of
Rolllng Hills, Calif.,, came back to
defeat Kate Latham 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 in the

Laserpho

opening round of the $110,000 Family
Circle Cualt Hilton Head, S.C. (AP

Cavs rout Celtics 110

RICHFIELD, Ohio (AP) - The Boston Celtics seem
to bring out the best in the Cleveland Cavaliers, and
Tom Heinsohn doesn't like that.

Cleveland’s 110-82 rout of the Celtics Tuesday night
gave the Cavaliers a 3-0 edge over Boston this season
and their first season series victory over the defending
National Basketball Association champions in
Cleveland’s seven years in the league.

“My team is gottln( into the bad habit of playing

any kind of basketball wklng we can ck in
4 half,"” Sk don".:llke my

the

team’ umtudarl

““There’s no cue"headdod “We had 'em 27-27
and they {the Cavaliers) just wanted it more. We

z:; yed a bummer last week (against Washington),

nnd !hlt‘l why I'm perturbed.”

and broke out of the 27-27 tie with 10 straight
polnu. nnolnn-uedpnn r:oiotdonheﬂm half and
victory, eomblned X Kansas City's triumph
York Knicks, cut Cleveland's magic
number to two. Any combination of Cleveland vic-
tories and Knicks losses totaling two will assure the

Ca'l\.r;ellen a spot in the playoffs.

also moved the Cavaliers one
ahead of the uulnthctrbtmetonheﬂml phyol(
position in the NBA Eastern Conference.
“Weﬂmverywelltwl tbuttheuywunume

was our defense,” leveland Coach Bill

¢ ﬂclor, he

ustin Carr led the Ci

outrebounded the Celtics 4
Bobby Smith and Jim C
the third period, each adde
Dave Cowens the
points, 12 in the first half.
When Heinsohn was a
in the r
said

uniform off and don’t play
to play basketball

re.
““I want us to |e(
“We can't orel
nyom IM turnon
Fi on the other ha
awful hard the last three
can ask at this time of th
every time out and mayb
ference for those guys who

Pror
Baseball

W'lu
St. Louis (N) 1, Houston (N)

Fitch. “We were just lvumlnl over 'em most of the o

time out there. They didn’t get any easy baskets until

“I'm sure that Heinsohn pealed the paint in their
locker room at halftime,” Fitch said, ‘‘and they really
came out running. But we back well most of the

time and they didn't get that many shots."”

. that last quarter.

(Nl)lw;nnnl (N) 6, Los Angeles
thwYﬂ‘l (A) 3, Toronto (A)
(A‘?;.- City (A) 4, Chicago

Detroit (A) 10, Pittsburgh
N8 ¢

mmerman; and Diane Flickinger. No( t for
photo were Roxie Price and Karyl Solum




