1978 CLASS AAA SECTIONAL TOURNAMENT

Ross, St. Joe girls

set for sectionals

The Ross and St. Joe Central Catholic
girls basketball teams will try to avenge
earlier season losses as they battle top-
seeded teams in sectional tournament
action this week.

St. Joe appears to have the toughest
task as it goes against Danbury-
Lakeside at 6:30 p.m. today in the Class
A Sectional at Seneca East High School.
Lakeside, 18-0 for the season, is the top-
ranked team in the state for Class A in
th(;l United Press International (UPI)
poll.
Ross (8-7) battles Bowling Green (10-
5) at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Class
AAA Sectional at Findlay College.

The St. Joe girls are currently 2-13 and
haven’t won since Jan. 3, but Streak
Coach Jill Durnwald is hopeful her team
can put up a good fight tonight against
the Lakers.

““We are not going there with a no-win
attitude, or we’ll look silly,” she said.
‘*We have to play the best we have all
year,” she admitted.

Lakeside beat St. Joe 50-42 on Jan. 16,
but the score is misleading as the Lakers
rolled to a big halftime lead and ran into
foul trouble with second string players in
during the second half.

Lakeside is paced by 6-1 center
Denette Kolbe, but Durnwald said a

team can’t concentrate solely on her.

“You can’t really ‘box and one’ her,”
Durnwald said. She said the Lakers’ 5-9
Vanessa Sowards is a brilliant outside
shooter, who can also go inside as well as
Kolbe. .

Durnwald is not helped by the absence
of Sue Barbour, the team’s leading
scorer and rebounder, and forward,
Connie Meyer. Both are on a school trip
in Washington, D.C.

The Bowling Green girls are on a
three-game losing streak, but Ross
Coach Sue Wolf pointed that two of the
losses came against stiff competition.
Bowling Green lost to Sylvania North-
view, the six-ranked team in the
Class AAA UPI Poll and Perrysburg,
ranked seventh in Class AA.

The Bobcats are led by Melissa Chase
and Allison Young, who scored 29 and 18
points respectively against Ross in a 60-
43 win on Dec. 19.

“We are going to try to cheat on them
(Chase and Young),” Wolf explained.

“I feel that we have improved a lot
since we played them’ the Ross coach
continued. “From watching our game
film with them, I was still looking for a
starting combination in that game. Now
I feel that we have improved where we
can beat them.”



14 The News-Messenger, Fremont, O., Thursday, March 2, 1978

FINDLAY — It's not hard, as you try to cross the
Findlay College campus here, to slip and fall on the
heavy layers of ice that cover the walks.

The Ross Little Giant girls basketball squad
slip) and fell there Tuesday night, but it wasn't
on the sidewalks. It was on the basketball court as it
dropped a close sectional game to Bowling Green,
48-44.

Although the score was close, after the first
quarter, Bowling Green had things pretty much its
own way and dictated the tempo. Poor ball handling
by the Giants didn’t help their cause.

Four times in the last few minutes of the contest,
Ross took the ball away from the Bobcats, only to
turn the ball back over.

“*We didn't play well tonight,” said Sue Wolfe, the
Ross nav.h “Our timing on our passes was so far
off .

Bul it wasn’ 't just passing that hurt Ross.

““They beat us at the foul line,”” said Wolfe. Ross
hit only six of 13 from the line while BG cashed in 12

of 19. Ross had 19 field goals to 18 for BG

And the Bobcats' chief offensive weapon, Melissa
Chase, a 59 junior, had a tremendous shooting
night scoring 25 points to lead all scorers.

In the first quarter, Ross showed signs of snaj
ping the hex BG seems to hold over the Little
Giants. Both clubs started sluggishly, but
finished on top 9-8 after eight minutes. Openinj f
second quarter, the lead changed hands five times
ina row as BG's 5-4 senior Alyson Young took on the
entire Ross team connecting for six points — she
finished with 15 — to keep the Bobcats in the race.

Then, with 4:57 left to halftime, Chase hit a
jumper from the middle to give Bowling Green a
lead it never relinquished. Ross took a couple of
runs at the Bobcats, but could never make it all the
way back.

Bowling Green stretched its lead to as much as
nine points, 38-29 opening the final quarter, but
most ol the time the lead hovered at about five

points. A late game comeback brought Ross to
within two, 4644, with 50 seconds left, but the
Giants could get no closer.

Ross’s big guns were unusually silent. Barb
Bliss, a 5-6 senior who has been avera 13 polnu
and Lori Lawrence, a 5-4 junior who had been
scoring in double rlgum late in the season, did not
shoot up to par. Bliss finished with eight and
Lawrence with only four.

Normally, Wolfe munu on Lawrence's outside
shooting to open up an opponent’s zone, but
Lawrence was well covered most of the night.

On the other hand, 5-7 junior Debbie Link had a
m game scoring 13 polnu and hauling in eight of

rebounds, to lead the Giants. Margaret
VnnGllder, a5y more, played well in a
reserve role, scoring 10 points.

Ross had lost to the Bobcau earlier in the season
when Wolfe was trying to get a lineup set. Wolfe felt
Ross could have won if the club had played more
consistently.

L

BG helps Ross slide off tournament trail

But she noted, “‘At one point, I had an all un-
derclass lineup in them Maybe things are looking
good for next year."

One thing she noted that the Ross players lack,
Mwever l;:glm‘mnprm tice. ol o e

““They ( ) play mer — they
goloblslwmall camps,”" she said. “I'm rised
we're as competitive as we are. Our team 't
pick ablskeiblll til the season s

=L think their whole life lhmlld be bukel'
ball, but l wish they'd practive more in the off
season. I've got to get them todo that.”"

SCORE BY QUARTERS
816 12 1248
910 10 1544

BOWLING GREEN \mssh Kretzschmar 1-2-4, Hines 2-
04, Chase 10-5-25; totals 18-12-48
ROSS — Bliss $08, Link 5.3-13, Zimmerman 0-1-1, Myers 102,
:Jwrmuzo‘ Van Gilder 42-10, Carter 204, Shetzer 1-02; tolals
Season records: Ross 8.8; Bowling Green 11-5

Bowling Green
Ross.




