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FREMONT ROSS WRESTLING

Little Giants loaded in the middle

By Kevin Shields
Sports writer

FREMONT — Middleweights
will dominate the Ross lineup
this winter.

Little Giants’ coach Mike
Mezinger —now in his 10th sea-
son — had 33 wrestlers out as of
the second week of November
and returns a slew of district
qualifiers, including two state-
qualifiers, from the 113-pound

to the 160-pound weight classes.

“According to our board in
the wrestling room right now,
we don’t even have a 195- or 220-
pound wrestler,” Mezinger said.
“But from 113 to 171, we should
be fairly strong. Our board
parts like the Red Sea right
around 120 and 138 with kids try-
ing to get themselves in those
two weight classes and keep
way from our 113, 126, 132, 145,
152 and 160 wrestlers.”

The 145 spot is off limits.
That one belongs to Trey Grine,
who became Ross’ first state-
placer since 2005, taking fourth-
place at 145 as a junior at the Di-
vision I state tournament. Grine
(484) is coming off a year
where he also earned the Three
Rivers Athletic Conference’s
wrestler of the year honors, won
the state championship in Greco

See ROSS, Page 235

FREMONT ROSS WRESTLING
Head Coach: Mike Mezinger, 10th
year.

Last Year: Sixth in TRAC.

Who's Back: Trey Grine, 145;
Bailey Mezinger, 126; Jordan

Weissinger, 152; Peyton Geary, 160;

Stefan Johnson; 171; Sergio Garcia,
120; Trevion Scott, 113; Sam Lewis,
138; Bobby Hrynciw, 138 and Bryce
Moreno, 182; among others.
Who's Gone: Trevor Brown, Eddie
Chavez, DeAndre Gates and Jalil
Dolton

Who's New: Freshmen Austin
Moyer, heavyweight; Tyler Grine,
132; and Logan Lauer, 106; among
others.

Outlook: The Little Giants de-
fended their team title at the Oak

Harbor Invite in 2012 and had a
second-place showing at the Wor-
thington Kilbourne Wolfpack
Classic. But Ross had a disappoint-
ing TRAC tournament, despite Trey
Grine winning the league title at
145 pounds. Grine was 48-4 |ast
year — 132-17 for his Ross career —
and was the TRAC wrestler of the
year. He became the first Little
Giant to place at the state meet
since 2005 when he earned a
fourth-place honor at the Division |
state meet. Geary qualified at 160,
but didn’t place. Ross had six wres-
tlers go to districts. This year, the
Little Giants’ goal is to be in the
top three in the league. Clay and
Toledo Central Catholic are the
two league favorites.

Ross

Continued from Page 20S

Roman wrestling in May
at the USA Wrestling
State Championships in
Elyria, and earned MVP
honors in the Community
I division, going 11-0 for
national runners-up Ore-
gon Clay “A” at this past
summer’s prestigous
Disney Duals tourna-
ment in Orlando, Fla.
where he tallied three
pinfalls, five technical
falls and a major decision
at 145 pounds.

Grine is132-17 in three
years wrestling for the
Little Giants and should
easily move ahead of Ty-
lor Trautwein (150 wins)
on the all-time wins list.

“He’s really pushing
himself to be that state
champ,” said Mezinger
of Grine who is ranked
second in his weight class
in the preseason rank-
ings. “That’s his goal and
he’s more than capable of
accomplishing it if he
continues to work his tail
off.”

Grine’s younger
brother Tyler Grine will
be a freshman at the 132

2013-14 SCHEDULE
11/30 at Oak Harbor Invite
12/4 Findlay

12/7 at Hopewell-Loudon Invite

12/14 at Worthington Kilbourne Wolfpack Classic

12/16 at Lakota Invite
12/20 at Amherst-Steele

12/27-28 at Reineke Holiday Classic (Tiffin Columbian)

1/3 at Oak Harbor

1/4 at Mansfield Sr. Gorman Invite

1/11 at Dale Carroll Invite (Clyde)

1117 at Mike Casey Invite (Maumee Bay)

1/24 at Gibsonburg Tri

2/1 TRAC Championships at Clay

2/8 at Rossford Invite

spot for the Little Giants.

Senior Peyton Geary,
another state-qualifier at
152, is also back. Geary
was 35-11 and has aspira-
tions of placing at the
state meet after losing on
opening day.

“Peyton did a lot of
summer wrestling also,”
Mezinger said. “He’s go-
ing to go up to 160 this
year. Last year, he had to
watch his weight pretty
good, so this year he
should able to handle the
move really well.”

District qualifiers
back include Trayvion
Scott at 113, Bailey Mez-
inger at 126, Sam Lewis at
138 and Jordan Weissin-
ger at 152. Only Scott has
kept the same weight

class, as Mezinger wres-
tled at 120 a year ago,
while Lewis was at 126
and Weissinger wrestled
at 138.

“I've got like six peo-
ple at 138 right now,”
Mezinger said. “It’s going
to be a dogfight for that
spot.”

Senior Bobby Hryn-
ciw will also compete
with Lewis for the 138
spot, while senior Sergio
Garcia is expected to
hold down 120.

Junior Bryce Moreno
is back in the program
and expected to compete
for the lineup spot at 182.

His classmate, Stefan
Johnson, will be at 171.
Freshman Logan

Lauer could wrestle at

106. Austin Moyer is a
freshman penciled in at
the heavyweight spot.

“We haven’t had 106-
pounder in a couple
years,” coach Mezinger
said “He needs to lose a
few pounds, but he’s a
real hard worker.”

Ross had four seniors
try out that have never
wrestled before. Last
year, the Little Giants de-
fended their team title at
the Oak Harbor Invita-
tional, their season open-
ing tournament on Nov.
30.

This year’s team goal:
Finish in the top three in
the league.

Zach Thurn, a former
Clyde wrestler, is among
a few new coaches on the
Ross staff.

“These kids have set
their goals high,” coach
Mezinger said. “We
haven’t competed well at
the TRAC tournament
the last two years for
some reason. But if we go
there with the mindset
we need to have, there’s
no reason why we can’t
be right there with Clay
or Central Catholic.”

KShields@gannett.com
419-334-1043
Twitter: @KShieldsNM




WRESTLING

Four unbeaten as Oak Harbor second

Grine, Franks lead Fremont Ross to third
place finish at Oak Harbor Invitational

News-Messenger report
Mezinger said.
Trey Grine of Fremont Ross Lawrence was S-0.

was recognized outstanding
heavyweight TJ Lawrence George Bergman said.“Wesaw of them.”
earned the honor for the upper it in the Ohio State/Michigan Bailey
tational.
third. see hard work pay off.”

“That was a really good Ivan Franks (138) was the
match for him early in the sea- Little Giants’ most valuable

wrestler Saturday, according to
Mezmger Franks had four pins.
“I don’t think he was a letter-
man last year and he came out [
son,” Little Giants coach Mike and won wrestle-offs for 138, =
Mezinger said. “He had a nice
tournament. He wrestled hard
“TJ was tested in his five all day. Going 5-0 was a pleasant
wrestler for the lower weights matches and came up strong surprise. They weren't easy
Saturday while Oak Harbor each match,” Rockets coach matches. Hecame back in some

Mezinger  (126)
weights at the Oak Harbor Invi- game. It’s not what you did yes- earned three pins and two ma-
terday, it’s what you dothat day.  jor decisions for Ross. Jordan

Grine (145 pounds) had four TJ passed each test. He’s been Weissinger (152) was 5-0 with
pins and won 3-2 in the dual for working hard and it’s good to four pins while Peyton Geary
i (160) was 5-0 with four pins and

Wrestling

Continued from Page 8A

one technical fall.

“The team wrestled well,”
Mezinger said. “Being the
first weekend, we have things
to work on. For the most part
we were aggressive. I’'m not
happy with third place but we
were S-0. St. Edward had two
more victories in our pool. We
didn’t get to wrestle St. Ed-
ward head to head.

“I was disappointed we had
to go into the third-place
match. It is what it is.”

Trayvion Scott (113), and
freshmen Logan Laurer (106)
and Tyler Grine (132) were 4-1
for the Little Giants.

Oak Harbor’s A team fin-
ished second as it fell to St. Ed-

ward’s B team 43-27 in the fi-
nals after beating Van Wert,
Alliance, Delphos Jefferson
and Genoa. St. Edward had
seven starters in its lineup and
the match with the Rockets
was tied at 27.

“It’s always a good test to
wrestle with them,” Bergman
said. “Our kids wrestled quite
well throughout the day.”

The Little Giants topped Al-
liance 36-33 to finish third.
Ross beat Oak Harbor’s B
team, Galion, Lexington and
Otsego in pool duals.

Bruce Hrynciw (106), Rhett
Petersen (132) and Dylan Man-
sor (120) were also S-0 for Oak
Harbor. Lawrence pinned the
Comets’ Cody Buckner, who
qualified to state last season.

Ross will have its only
home match at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day against Findlay.

Ross' Kieler Foster wrestles Alliance's Shannon Dennis in the 195-pound
consolation match Saturday at the Oak Harbor Invitational. bous
See WRESTLING, Page 9A  HISE/NEWS-MESSENGER CORRESPONDENT
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Ross's Trayvion Scott is in control of Findlay's Ali Hernandez in the 113 pound match. boUG HISE/NEWS-MESSENGER CORRESPONDENT

Ross downs arch
rival Findlay

Early scoring sparks
Little Giants to victory

By Kevin Shields
Sports writer

FREMONT — Ross and Findlay
turned their bitter rivalry into a
moonlight spectacle on Wednesday
evening. Only the light of an overhead
spotlight shown down on the wres-
tlers who treated fans to quite the
show inside the Purple Pit.

The Little Giants used an early
scoring run off pins from Trey Grine
(145 pounds), Jordan Weissinger
(152), Peyton Geary (160) and Stefan
Johnson (170) to hold on for a 39-27
win in the Three Rivers Athletic Con-
ference dual.

The Trojans made it interesting
with Joey Staschiak getting a pin at
106 pounds in 3 minutes, 7 seconds on
Ross’ Logan Laurer after a forfeit win
at 220 and Marcus Molina winning a
9-4 decision at 285 over Austin Moyer.
But Findlay could only manage deci-
sion victories in sweeping the 126,132

Ross's Sergio Garcia is in control of Findlay's Mia Johnson in the 120 pound match.
DOUG HISE/NEWS-MESSENGER CORRESPONDENT

and 138 matches at the end.

“A win is a win, especially with
Findlay,” Ross coach Mike Mezinger
said. “Our duals with Findlay are al-
ways tough. We'll pull out a couple
victories that maybe we shouldn’t
have and they’ll do the same.

“They’re pretty much our rival
now and it’s always a good dual.”

Grine opened the night’s witha 1:53
pinfall of Findlay’s Kalani. Weissin-
ger followed up with a pin of Frank
Russel in 45 seconds, before Geary
pinned Derek Peters in 2:40 and John-
son took down Loren Charles in 43
seconds.

See RIVALS, Page 2B
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Rivals

Continued from Page 1B

Grine entered Wednesday
fresh off being recognized as
the outstanding wrestler for
the lower weights at last Satur-
day’s Oak Harbor Invitational
where he registered four pins
and a 3-2 decision win. Geary
and Weissinger were also 5-0.

“We were very aggressive
again tonight, which is what
we're teaching these guys,”
Mezinger said. “We want them
to be aggressive, go out there
and go for it. Some of our
matches, we pushed through
just because of our condition-
ing tonight.”

Two of the better matches
took place at 126 and 132.

In the 126 match, Ross’ Bai-
ley Mezinger was bested by
Justin Joliff 2-0. Joliff scored a
takedown in the opening peri-
od for the lone points.

At 132, the Little Giants’ Ty-
ler Grine seemed to have the
early momentum before being

called for a slam in the open-
ing period. His opponent,
Christian  Sanchez, then
caught him on his back at the
end.

“We knew Bailey’s match
was going to be a good one,”
coach Mezinger said. “They
were 1-11ast year. We expect it
to be like that all year in that
match-up this year, too.

“Tyler had a close one, too.
We had the momentum and he
got called for the slam and it
broke the momentum, then he
got caught on his back. It’s a
couple things he’ll have to
learn from.”

Trayvion Scott scored an-
other Ross pin at 113, topping
Ali Hernandez in 3:53. Sergio
Garcia gave Ross a 39-18 lead
with his pin in 3:53, too.

Ross’ lone decision win
came from Alonzo McGhee at
195.

The Little Giants will wres-
tle at Hopewell-Loudon’s Holi-
day Invite on Saturday.

KShields@gannett.com
419-334-1043
Twitter: @KShieldsNM




Wrestling: Little Giants second at tournament

BASCOM — Bailey Mezinger (126 pounds), Tyler Grine (132),
Trey Grine (145), Peyton Geary (160) and Stefan Johnson (170) all
went 4-0 for Ross on Saturday as the Little Giants’ varsity squad
finished second to Perkins at the Hopewell-Loudon dual tourna-
ment.

Ross topped Bishop Fenwick 72-6, Toledo Waite 69-12 and the
host Chieftains S7-13 before falling 44-21 to Perkins in the final.

Combined with the Fremont Middle School winning the mid-
dle school championship, Ross earned the overall tournament
title.

Johnson was voted the team’s outstanding wrestler.

The Ross middle school had seven champions — Dallas War-
rick at 80 pounds, Deshea Pettiford at 86, Lamonte Chapman at
104, Charles Chapman at 110, Josiah Cook at 150, Garrett Barth at
160 and Sean Newsome at 205 — and had two runners-up out of
the 16 weight classes.



Wrestling: Little Giants advance

seven to semifinals in Tiffin

TIFFIN — The Ross wrestling team had
seven grapplers advance to the semifinals
of the Reineke Classic at Tiffin Columbian
on Friday.

Trayvion Scott (113 pounds), Bailey Mez-
inger (126), Tyler Grine (132), Rico Puente
(138), Trey Grine (145), Jordan Weissinger
(152) and Peyton Geary will all wrestle in
Saturday’s semifinals which start at 10 a.m.



Girls Basketball:

Danbury 51, Lakota 23

DANBURY — Katie Park had
seven points and seven re-
bounds, but the Raiders lost a
non-league game to the Lakers
Saturday.

Danbury’s Erin Lavelle led
all scorers with 17 points.

Girls Basketball: Oak
Harbor 54, Margaretta

36

CASTALIA — Andrea Cecil
scored 18 points and Maddy
Rathbun 11 as Oak Harbor’s
girls basketball team won in
the Sandusky Bay Conference.

Athena Eli added nine
points for the Rockets.

Ross takes 3rd at

Reineke Classic

TIFFIN — Fremont Ross
finished third at the Reineke
Family Dealership Wrestling
Classic after Satruday’s finals.
Otsego won the tournament
with 146.5 points. Ross fin-
ished with 136.5.

The highlight match of the
tournament involved Ross’
Bailey Mezinger (126). He won
in overtime over Otsego’s
Buddy Limes. In the one-min-

ute overtime period, both
wrestlers had chances to score
with the other countering and
scrambling out without a
score. Each rode the other out
in the next two 30-second peri-
ods. The decision came down
to the ultimate tie-breaker, a
30-second period, with Mez-
inger winning the toss and
choosing top, which forced
Limes to score. After a couple
more scrambles Mezinger
held Limes down to take the
1-0 win.

Trey Grine(145) defeated
Roman Williams of Tiffin with
a tech fall, 15-0. The win
marked Grines’ fourth Tiffin
tournament title and it earned
him the tournament’s most
outstanding wrestler award.

Trayvion Scott (113) placed
second for the Little Giants
after losing 1-0 to Thurston
Dyer of Upper Sandusky.

Ross’ Jordan Weissinger
(152) fell 4-1 to Tiffin’s Mason
Correll, earning him a runner-
up finish. Peyton Geary (160)
was also runner-up after fall-
ing to Alex Kenner of Upper
Sandusky. Tyler Grine (132)
finished fifth, and Rico Puente
(138) place sixth.



Dale Carroll Invitational

Bailey Mezinger (126
pounds) of Fremont Ross, and
Clyde’s Beau Minnick (145) and
Blake Miller (152) earned cham-
pionships at the wrestling tour-
nament.

Mezinger beat the Fliers’
Conner Avalon 8-0 in the finals
while Minnick topped the Little
Giants’ Trey Grine 5-1. Miller
beat Indian Lake’s Heath Lange.

Garit Witt (182) finished sec-
ond while Anthony Beier (132),
Austin Baker (138), Marshall
Messer (195) and Collin Mange
(heavyweight) were third as
host Clyde finished second
among 14 teams.

Tyler Rogers (120) beat Do-
ver’s Andrew Murphy 6-1 in the
finals while Drake Reed (220)
finished third for Margaretta.

Grant Moyer (heavyweight)
was second for Bellevue.



ON TO THE NEXT ONE

e

Ross' Trey Grine wrestles Vito DiBenedetto of Upper Arlington during the

Columbus, Feb. 28, 2013. Lee Welch/News-Messenger

GRINE'S NEW MARK

Ross grappler’s 152 career
wins 1s a new school record

By Kevin Shields
Sports writer

FREMONT — Ross’ Trey
Grine is shy, like most, when it
comes to public speaking.

He'll be the first to admit
he’s deferred to other senior

teammates when it comes to
being the vocal leader in his
team’s wrestling room.

Get Grine on a mat, though,
and his opponents only wish he
had a reserved demeanor.

The 145-pound Little Giant
wrestler, known for his

aggressive attack style, be-
came Ross’ all-time wins lead-
er this past Saturday with his
152nd career victory in the
semifinals — overtaking Tylor
Trautwein’s mark of 151 wins
set back in 2011 — at Clyde’s
Dale Carroll Invitational.

“I didn’t know I was that
close to it. I thought I was way
behind it still,” said Grine
when asked what it felt like to

See GRINE, Page 2A

first day of the Ohio High School State Wrestling Tournament in

“It’s made me
motivate myself
even more than
before and allowed
me not to be all
cautious about my
record.”

TREY GRINE, FREMONT ROSS
WRESTLER




[ ]
Grine
Continued from Page 1A

become his school’s win-
ningest all-time grap-
pler. “My goal is raise
that mark higher and
higher.”

But Grine was not tru-
ly happy with the accom-
plishment. He wanted
153 instead.

His 5-1 finals loss to
Clyde’s Beau Minnick
was his first after 20 wins
to start the year.

Grine, 152-18 in his
four-year high school ca-
reer, is currently ranked
first in the state in his
weight class in Division
I, according to InterMat
Wrestle.com.

“I’'m actually happy he
beat me, looking back at
it now,” said Grine of
Minnick, a fellow senior
he’s been friends with
their Biddy days. “It’s
made me motivate my-
self even more than be-
fore and allowed me not
to be all cautious about
my record. Now, I can
open myself up and just
wrestle.

“Plus, I'd rather lose
now than lose later when
it really counts.”

Others helped in the
motivation, too. Accord-
ing to Grine, he received
many phone calls and
was stopped constantly
in the hallways on Mon-
day by fellow students.
Everyone had the same
question: what hap-
pened?

“Even the best wres-
tlers lose,” Grine said.
“I'm not Superman.”

First came the anger,
then came humility. The
competitor inside Grine
hated the loss and what it
did to his win-loss col-
umn, yet at the same
time, the student of the
game inside of him was
eating it up. Grine isn’t
one for scouting oppo-
nents, but he loves to
scout himself.

“After I let him cool
down and let him get the
anger out of him, I told
him, ‘hey it happened.
Now it’s time to take the
mistakes you made and
learn from them, but let’s
get refocused and con-
centrate on our second
part of the season,” Ross
coach Mike Mezinger
said. “He was totally on
board with that. Losing
was probably the best
thing that could have
happened to him.”

Instead of pouting
about it for the rest of the
weekend, Grine went
back to Clyde on Sunday
to try and settle the score
with his long-time friend.
If they were to wrestle 10
times, Grine might beat
Minnick in nine of them.

Actually, he did.

“I've beaten him ev-
ery time we’ve wrestled
since we were little kids,
so that was his first time
beating me,” Grine said.
“But he’s no slouch. He’s
a great wrestler, and he
beat a state champion
earlier this year, which
proves that.”

As for the Sunday
rematch?

“I took it to him and
beat him in practice after
I finally opened on him,”
Grine said. “If I had just

done that Saturday it
would have been a way
better match. But that’s
wrestling.

“I guarantee I’'m about
to lose no more, though. I
want to be at the top of
that state podium.”

Is that Grine being ar-
rogant? No.

Confident? Yes.

Grine was 48-4 a year
ago. His fourth-place ef-
fort at state, at 145
pounds, snapped an
eight-year = placement
skid for the Little Giants’
program. He was 41-7 as
a freshman and 43-6 as a
sophomore.

“Helost his go-to state
match as a sophomore in
overtime to a kid from
Perrysburg, and that
haunted him all summer
long,” Mezinger said. “So
that summer he got into
the Freestyle/Greco Ro-
man wrestling, and he
said, ‘that will not happen
again.” So he worked his
butt off all off-season and
it didn’t happen again.

“When he wrestled
the same kid last year for
the go-to state match, he
just dominated the kid.
And again this year, he
worked hard over the
summer. Once he puts his
mind to something, it’s
hard to get him off-
course.”

Grine was the Three
Rivers Athletic Confer-
ence wrestler of the year
as a junior, and over the
summer, earned MVP
honors at the prestigious

Disney Duals in
Orlando, Fla.
“He’s probably got an-

other 20 matches to go
this year if he makes it

down to state again,”
Mezinger said. “Him
breaking our career rec-
ord this early is no sur-
prise. It just says a lot
about the type of wres-
tler he is. One good thing
that has helped him is
he’s stayed healthy. He
hasn’t been hurt in his
four years, and he’s been
so consistent in his
performances.”

The top 30 career vic-
tories list in Ohio starts
at 180 wins.

Ross senior Peyton
Geary, Grine’s wrestling
partner in the practice
room, earned his 100th
career earlier this sea-
son, while Bailey Mezin-
ger reached 100 with his

first-place  finish at
Clyde.
“Me and Peyton (a 160-

pounder) still work with
each other and keep
pushing ourselves to be
the best we can be,”
Grine said. “We both
want to go back to state
again. Hopefully well
have a few more along
for the ride this time.”

Either way, coach Me-
zinger’s program has
come a long way in his
10-year stint.

“All these accomplish-
ments just speak vol-
umes for much this pro-
gram has grown,” he
said. “Not only do we
have a great high school
program, but our middle
school program has yet
to lose a tournament
they’ve entered.

“It‘s a great time to be
a Ross wrestler.”

KShields@gannett.com
419-334-1043
Twitter: @KShieldsNM
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Fremont Ross' Alonzo McGhee battles against Oak Harbor's Payton Saylers during a wrestling match on Thursday. JoNATHON

Points go to OH,
despite lack of wins

Forfeits help Rockets
win dual over Ross

By Kevin Shields
Sports writer

OAK HARBOR — Points weren't hard
to come by for the Oak Harbor wrestling
team on Thursday.

Wins were.

With three of the Rockets’ top grap-
plers — 106-pounder Bruce Hrynciw,
132-pounder Rhett Petersen and heavy-
weight T.J. Lawrence — winning by for-
feit, the 10 remaining matches —most in
the middleweight classes — favored
Ross’ experienced lineup. And the Little
Giants took advantage.

One match removed from this first
defeat of the season, Ross’ Trey Grine
topped the up-and-coming Ben Petersen
by a 15-3 count at 145 pounds, as his ma-
jor decision victory was one of seven to-
tal wins for the Little Giants. However,
the wins weren’t enough to overcome
four forfeits, two pins and a major deci-
sion win by Oak Harbor 120-pounder Ja-
cob Huston as the Rockets bested Ross

Oak Harbor's Payton Salyers looks to escape from Fremont Ross' Alonzo McGhee during
a wrestling match on Thursday in Oak Harbor. JONATHON BIRD/NEWS-MESSENGER

40-28 in their annual non-league dual.

“You can’t always pick where the for-
feits are going to lie, unfortunately,”
Rockets coach George Bergman said.
“Fremont has a quality program. Last
year’s match came down to the final
match and we were fortunate enough to
win after we were losing.

“I’ll take an ugly win any day of the
week, though.”

Grine, currently the top-ranked Divi-

sion I wrestler at 145 according to Inter-
MatWrestle.com, moved to the top spot
on Ross’ all-time wins list this past
weekend earning his 152nd career vic-
tory in the semifinals of Clyde’s Dale
Carroll Invitational. He lost to the Fli-
ers’ Beau Minnick, 5-1, in the finals.
“Trey wasn’t happy with his score to-
night, neither was Bailey (Mezinger),”

See POINTS, Page 6A



Points

Continued from Page 5A

Little Giants coach Mike Mez-
inger said. “But with a solid
team like Oak Harbor, we had
to goafter them and open them
up, go for the points and pick
up the pace. Some of our kids
didn’t do that. A couple tried to
get points and got sloppy and
gave up points instead.”

Bailey Mezinger won a 12-1
major decision over Oak Har-
bor’s Jaret Parker at 126. Ross’
Jordan Weissinger topped Ste-
phen Simkus in a 15-0 techni-
cal fall at 152, while Peyton
Geary (160) won 7-0 over Bro-
dy Hennig, Trayvion Scott
beat Dylan Mansor 2-1 at 113
and Alonzo McGhee (195) won
7-1 over Payton Salyers.

Kieler Foster won by for-
feit for the Little Giants at 182.

“We got the Maumee Bay
Classic this weekend, and
that’ll be a tough one,” coach
Mezinger said. “Hopefully the
seven guys we take there will
get after it and we can come
home with some good match
experience.”

After finishing as runner-
up for Oak Harbor at the pres-
tigious Perrysburg Invitation-
al Tournament last weekend,
Jeremy Balboa continued to
wrestle solid at 138. He pinned

Ross’ Ethan Hetrick.

“I thought Jeremy looked
good,” said Bergman of one of
his junior district qualifiers
from a year ago. “He’s been
working hard and it’s always
good to see good kids get re-
warded for their efforts when
they work like that.”

The Rockets other pinfall
came from freshman Kian
Thompson at 160.

Petersen, another district
qualifier a year ago as a sopho-
more, was also a runner-up for
Oak Harbor atthe PIT. He’s set
a goal of placing in the top
three at state in March.

“If Ben wants to take the
next step and go to state, he
has to learn to compete with
guys like (Grine),” Bergman
said. “So tonight was a great
opportunity for him. This up-
coming weekend, again, he’ll
have great opportunities at the
Clay tournament.”

Clay’s Maumee Bay Classic
is taking the place of the San-
dusky Bay Conference duals
for the Rockets.

“We did away with the duals
because Clyde, Perkins and us
were wrestling each other at
the duals, then at the SBC tour-
nament, then the state duals,
and then again at the sectional
tournament,” Bergman said.

KShields@gannett.com
419-334-1043
Twitter: @KShieldsNM



Wrestling: Maumee Bay-Michael Casey Memorial

OREGON —Five Ross wrestlers placed, including Trey Grine—
the tournament champion at 145 pounds — as the Little Giants
placed ninth as a group at the ultra-competitive Maumee Bay-Mi-
chael Casey Memorial hosted by Oregon Clay on Saturday.

Grine earned a 9-2 decision over Delta’s Jesse Beverly in the
championship match.

Ross’ Jordan Weissinger placed fourth at 152, while Bailey
Mezinger was fifth at 126, Peyton Geary sixth at 160 and Trayvion
Scott was seventh at 113.

Oak Harbor’s Dylan Mansor placed third at 113 as the Rockets
finished 13th in the tournament won by Delta. Rhett (132)and Ben
Petersen (14S) were both seventh, while Kian Thompson (160)
was eighth.



