2005 Division | Sectional Tournament



PREVIEW CAPSULES

DIVISION |

Fremont Ross (8-12) vs.
Mansfield Madison (9-11)

Where: Willard

When: 6:15 p.m.

Previous result: Not applicable

Next: Vs. the winner of today's
Tiffin Columbian-Sandusky
matchup at 8 p.m. Friday at Willard.

Outlook: Ross could have very
easily finished the regular season
on a five-game winning streak after
losing to Lima Senior, but the Little
Giants allowed Toledo Rogers and
Sandusky to mount second-half ral-
lies. Ross already has two more
wins than it did last season. Aaron
Opelt has recently rejoined the
starting lineup after recovering from
a shoulder injury and has shown
flashes of brilliance. Ross coach
Mark Gedeon runs his offense
through post stars Fred Shearon
and Adam Gries. Shearon leads the
team in scoring and rebounding.
Joe Diller is a blue-collar coach'’s
dream with the size to post up and
a deft shooting touch from outside.
Eight of the Giants' losses this year
have come by seven points or fewer.



‘About Billy’

News-Messenger/Diane Cebula

FREMONT ROSS SENIOR Fred Shearon hugs Bill Stierwalt during introductions in the Little Giants' Division | sectional opener against Mansfield Madi-
son. Stierwalt's son, Billy, was the team manager for Ross the last three years. Billy died Tuesday after a long battle with Muscular Dystrophy.

Emotional victory foIIows

By NICK MATHEWS
Sports Editor
WILLARD — Before every

home game for the last three
years, the Fremont Ross boys
basketball players sprinted to a

Joe Diller matched a career-
high with 21 points and Fred
Shearon tallied 17 points, 16 re-
bounds and 11 blocks — the first
triple-double in Gedeon’s 10
years at the helm — as the Little
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Mark Gedeon re-
ceived a call on his

| cell phone from Stierwalt’s dad

“I'm coming to the game,” Bill
Stierwalt said. “Can you save me
a corner spot? Let’s take care of
Billy.”

They did.

The Little Giants used a 15-0
second-half run to cruise to a
memorable 6549 victory over
Madison.

Mark Gedeon

maturity.

“We didn't play
poorly,” he continued. “They just
played so well. They deserved to
win.

Peterson knew about the diffi-
cult week the Little Giants en-
dured. He knew that his Rams
(9-12) were simply in the way of
incredibly motivated opponents.

See SHEARON, DILLER, B3

News-Messenger/Diane Cebula
FREMONT ROSS senior Joe Diller takes a shot during the Little Giants'
65-49 victory over Mansfield Madison in a Division | sectional opener
Wednesday. Diller scored a team-high 21 points.
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News-Messenger/Diane Cebula
FREMONT ROSS coach Mark Gedeon gives instructions to his players during the Little Giants' 65-49 victory over Mansfield Madison in a Division | sec-
tional opener Wednesday. Gedeon's squad endured a difficult week. Team manager Billy Stierwalt died on Tuesday.

Shearon, Diller lead Little Giants to emotional victory

Continued From B1

“They shoved us out of the way pretty eas-
ily, too,” he said.

With 45 seconds left, Gedeon substituted
for Shearon. The Ross senior received a
rousing applause from the Little Giant fans.

“That was an all-Ohio performance,” Pe-
terson said.

Added Shearon: “Any time you lose some-
one that close to you, it’s tough. It’s some-
thing that you have to use to stay focused.
That’s something we did tonight.”

Shearon tallied six points, four rebounds
and four blocks in the first quarter as the
Little Giants built a 14-8 lead. They never
trailed.

Madison got within 33-32 midway through
the third quarter. The Rams trailed 37-34 be-
fore Diller took control and started the huge

“Dlllel really hurt us offensively,” Peter-
son said. “We just couldn’t get a key stop
when we needed it to get us over the hump
Diller was a big part of that.”

Soon after Shearon was pulled, Diller was
substituted for and received a huge applause.

A pregame substitution was the most
touching moment of the evening.

During introductions, the Little Giants ran
to Bill Stierwalt, sitting in the corner.

They gave him a hug.

“An incredible family,” Gedeon said of the
Stierwalts. “Incredible people.”

Billy Stierwalt was Gedeon’s manager for
the last three seasons. He ran the clock dur-
ing practices, keeping them organized.

“Billy always wanted to be a part of a
team, and there is no question that he was
part of this team for three years.”

Added Diller: “He was a blast at practice.

We would tease each other in practice. He
likes Michigan, and I like Ohio State. I al-
ways gave him a hard time. It was fun hav-
ing him around. He was great for us.

“He was a good guy,” Diller added. “It’s
sad to see him go.”

The Little Giants wore black tape on their
jerseys in honor of Stierwalt.

Gedeon, though, said he steered away
from a “Win-one-for-the-Gipper speech.”

“We weren't trying to win this game for Bil-
ly,” Gedeon said. “We were trying to win the
game about Billy. I think there’s a difference.

“The way Billy conducted his life and how
he did everything with all of his power — to
be the best that he could be — was an exam-
ple for all of us,” he continued. “We as people
and basketball players have to have that
same attitude. When you get that opportuni-
ty to do the best you can with the best atti-
tude possible ... that’s what Billy was about.”




High school boys

Division | sectional
At Willard

Ross 65, Mansfield Madison 49

Madison — Swigart 3-7 0-0 8, Maxey
5-18 2-4 12, Brown 5-12 0-0 12, Jones 4-
18 3-3 12, Haverdick 0-3 1-2 1, Steele 1-
2 2-2 4, Megger 0-5 0-0 0. Totals 18-65 8-
1149

Ross — Fred Shearon 8-14 1-1 17,
Adam Gries 4-6 1-2 9, Joe Diller 8-13 2-
3 21, Aaron Opelt 1-7 0-0 2, Cory Clay-
ton 2-5 5-6 10, Robbie Hall 1-1 0-0 2,
Scott King 0-2 0-0 0, Travis Miller 0-0 2-2
2, Traveyon Wolverton 1-2 0-0 2. Totals
25-50 11-14 65
Madison 8161015 —49
Ross 14151620 —65

3-point goals — Ross 4-15 (Diller 3-6,
Opelt 0-2, Clayton 1-4, King 0-2, Wolver-
ton 0-1), Madison 5-18 (Swigart 2-5, Max-
ey 0-2, Brown 2-5, Jones 1-3, Megger 0-
3)

Turnovers — Ross 16, Madison 9

Rebounds — Shearon 16

Blocks — Shearon 11

Records — Ross 9-12, Madison 9-12




TIFFIN COLUMBIAN 54, ROSS 87

Slow start dooms Little Giants

By MATTHEW HORN
Sports Writer

WILLARD — Adam Gries undoubtedly
took heed with his coach’s message Friday.

The Fremont Ross junior responded to
Mark Gedeon'’s halftime challenge with 15
of his game-high 17 points, but Tiffin
Columbian scored the first 10 points of the
game and never allowed the Little Giants
within four thereafter in a 54-37 Division I
sectional championship victory.
| “Adam was the player by far that most

accepted the challenge at the half,”
Gedeon said of Gries, who grabbed 10 re-
bounds. “He attacked the rim and got af-

ter rebounds. He was really assertiye on
the boards. We need Adam in that aggres-
sive mindset at all times.

“We were very tentative and slow in
transition,” Gedeon continued. “We gave
up too many offensive rebounds. We want
our kids to be aggressive.”

The Little Giants finished the season 9-
13, and Tiffin Columbian advanced to face
Mansfield Senior in a district semifinal.

Gries scored 10 of the Little Giants’ 11
fourth-quarter points demonstrating an
ability to crash the rim and a soft touch.

“He’s pretty fluid and natural with his
moves,” Ross senior Fred Shearon said.

“You saw what he did tonight. If he can av-
erage more than eight shots and be deter-
mined to get to the hole, who knows what
he’s capable of.”

Gedeon said Ross spent the first half
findin%) the space on the floor where
Columbian wasn’t rather than fighting
with it for the prime real estate.

“They earned what they got,” he said.
“They were the more physical, more ag-
gressive team. They ran their gameplan
better than we did. There’s no question we
came out flat.

See GEDEON'S, B2




High School Boys

Division |
at Willard

 Tiffin Columbian 54, Ross 37
. For Columbian — Tyler Scott 3-4 4-4

10, John Ducsay 13 0-1 2, Ben Porter 4
9 4.5 13, Derek Rinehart 3-7 1.2 7,
Robert Kisabeth 5.7 1.3 11, mm.

021~

muoonus-a 10. Totals 19-38 1

For Ross — Aaron Opelt 2-4 0.0
Cory Clayton 0-4 0-0 0, Adam Gries 8-13
11 17, Joe Diller 2-9 0-0 5, Fred Shearon
3-8 3-4 9, Traveyon Wolverton 0-4 1-2 1,
Scott 0+1 00 0, Travis Miller 0-1 0-0
0. Totals 15-45 §-7 37.
Columblan 16§ 7 17 1§ -~ 54
Ross 7 8 11 11 -7

3-point goals — Ross 2 (Opelt 1-2,
Clayton 0-2, Diller 1-5, Wolverton 0-4,
King 0-1, Miller 0-1), Columbian 2 (Duc-

0-1, Porter 1-3, Moore 1-1),

ebounds — Ross 19 (Gries 10,
Shearon 5). Columbian 31 (Kisabeth 10,
Porter 6, Rinehart 5). Steals — Ross
(Diller 4). Blocks — Ross (Shearon 4,
 Gries 2).

Turnovers — Ross 16, Columbian 15,
i Record — Ross 9-13,







