1984 Football Season



DEREK ISAMAN, right, will
serve as a co-captain for the
1984 Ross High School Little
Giants. The 6-4, 200-pound
senior will play outside
linebacker and work
offensively at tailback. Isaman
was named as a pre-season
High School All-American by
Street & Smith magazine.
CRAIG MOSSER, left, will be
returning” at one of the
f inside lineback
slots for Ross. He lettered at
the position last season.
Mosser, a senior, is 6-3 and
weighs 205 pounds.

Three returnees form
Ross defensive nucleus

Ross has been hit as hard by
graduation this season as the
defensive unit did to opponents

senior, seeing duty at the other
inside spot.

On the outside, Isaman and
Si are definite starters.

while r g six in 12
games last season.

““We ~have Chris Simmons,

Giants defensive coordinator,
said, ‘‘so we lost eight starters.”

The trio will serve as the
nucleus of the vaunted Ross 60"
or “4-4" defense. Isaman and
Simmons are being recruited by
many major and 1

Simmons was at defensive end
last season but was moved to the
linebacker slot to insure that he
and Isaman would not wind up on
the same side of the field. Ross
plays one of its outside
linebackers over the tight end
with that most likely being
Simmons, Isaman will usually be
playing on the wide side of the
field. -
is 6-2, 230 this season,

has been named to Street &
Smith’s pre-season high school
All-American list.

“It's a free-for-all after that,”
Siesel insisted and added that
numerous small injuries have
hurt his search for his starting
defenders.

“They are down (injuried),” he
said shortly before Ross's first
scrimmage, ‘‘but not
permanently down.””

Siesel tossed out a tentative list
of starters.

Dave Kovaleski and Doug
McClure at the ends with Mark
Nitschke, a starting offensive

also in the picture. The
tackles are Jim Kline and George
Weissinger, Ryan Bliss or Bob
Carmel. Kline is a I
senior, Weissinger, 175-pound
Junior while Bliss is a junior 195-
pounder and Carmel 6-2, 200-

Mosser, 04, 205-pound senior,
will anchor the inside linebacker

4
|

about 20 pounds heavier than last

Jerry Palomo are begin
considered by Siesel.

Even though the Little Giants
have only three returning starters
back, Siesel pointed out that
many players he is looking at had
some experience last season. He
also did not rule out the possibility
that some sophomores could
figure prominently, maybe not as
starters but in backup roles this

season.

Early in the season, Siesel said,
Ross could have four or five
playing both offense and defense.

“l am sure the defense will
come around,” Siesel said. “I
that it will be a solid

year. Isaman is exp: to play
at about 195.

Spelling those two at times
could be 5-10, 175-pound senior
Todd Hasselbach. M

team but we may play two or
three games before we really
know how solid it will be."”

Siesel recalled the first 1983 pre-

In the Y,
John Lozano, a junior, senio
Thad Lee, T.J. Winans and Scott
Provard are in the running for the
halfback slots. Winans is
recovering from a broken hand.

At the safety slot, junior Kevin
Hively along with sophomore

season scr when Whitmer
demolished his squad.

“We should have been 1-9 based
on that,” he smiled, “but you
cannot go by that. Last year the
guys kept getting better and 1
hope that is going to happen this
year.”

1] . "
¢« "Good Luck Fliers
Remember to stop by Gene’s
for all your pre- and post-
game party needs ...

Beer & Pop - Snacks - Ice at

GENE'S DRIVE-THRU CARRYOUT
Clyde Green Springs Road |
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CONTRACTORS-HOMEOWNERS-BUILDERS
DO-IT-YOURSELFER'S

CALL IN OUR CUSTOM
CONCRETE MOBILE SERVICE

To Be Sure To Get ...

Any amount! ! Pay for only what you use!!
No Saturday Premium (1 cu. yd. minimum)
* On time delivery * Every delivery metered *
Mixed the way you want it ® Fresh mixed at your job,
* No waste * Mixed to fit the job ®* Small yardage

our specialty.

CLYCO READY-MIX

340 W. Maple St. - Clyde, Ohio - 547-0294
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. Little Giants

picked No. 1
-in BC race

Fremont Ross is expected to be
at the top again this season in the
Buckeye Conference.

Unlike in several of the past
seasons, the title game in the
conference could come in the first
week of conference games when
the Little Giants entertain the
Lorain Admiral King Admirals at
Harmon Stadium.

Last year, Ross nipped the
Admirals 14-13 and if the coaches’
predictions are right, Ross will
win that game and the Admirals
will have to settle for second.

w

Senior is predicted to finish third
with the bottom four slots a toss-
up. Looked at closely, however,
the bottom of the standings could
have Findlay fourth, Sandusky
fifth, Marion Harding sixth and
Elyria looking up at everyone
else.

Ross will be led by seniors
Derek Isaman and Chris
Simmons, both All-Buckeye
Conference performers last year
and All-Ohio candidates this
season. In addition to that duo, the
Little Giants will have inside
linebacker Craig Mosser in
helping the trio form the nucleus
of what is traditionally a strong
Little Giants defensive unit.

Lettermen Scott Cross at
center, guard Mark Nitschke and
tackle Mike Bobay along with
quarterback/place kicker and
punter Shawn McCarthy are
expected to anchor Ross
offensively. Returnee Kris Smith
is

to give Ross a stable passing
attack.

Admiral King will feature a
strong offensive backfield
featuring the 4.5 speed of tailback
Eric West and quarterback Joe
Morales who clicks off the 40 in

4.6.

Coupled with that duo will be
tullback Willie Moore (4.7).

The Admirals have eight
starters back, seven on defense.
:::nan of Kl:c while ol

a ible
'elhmﬂtho(hlhﬂl:‘.'

Lorain Senior boasts a strong
junior class with the offensive
backfield being made up of
juniors.

Defense, however, especially
the interior, is to
's

unit. Scott Bryan, a 190-pound
senior who plays defensive tackle
and offensive guard, is the
kingpin of the group.

Larry Findish is the biggest of
the Steelmen line at 238 while Jeff
Reynolds and Mark Ballard
playing at nearly 200.

The defense will also show a
new look, switching from a 44"
t0a 43"

In the offensive backfield,
Dennis Hughes, 4.5 in the 40, will
be at tailback with Carson Coates
operating at quarterback.
Powerful Steve Johnson will be
the tullback.

There is one new coach in the
Buckeye Conference this season
but he is very familiar with the
other six school. Bill Jones,
formerly at Findlay for more than
10 seasons, will guide the Elyria
Pioneers this season.

Fremont, 0., Th
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Back for more in ’84

Todd Beatty, left, and Scott Cross are two of the Ross Little
Giants' nine returning lettermen in 1984. Beatty, a 5-11, 200-
pound senior fullback, had the distinction of scoring Ross's final
two touchdowns of the 1983 season. His short run to paydirt
gave the Little Giants a 7-0 victory over Sandusky in the
Division | quarterfinal game at Harmon Stadium and the final
Ross touchdown was the only tally against Cincinnati Princeton

in a 35-7 loss in the playoff semifinals at Dayton Welcome
Stadium. Beatty could also see some time defensively at a
linebacker slot this season. Cross, a 5-10, 180-pound senior,
will be a co-captain for the Little Giants this season. He was the
starting center for the 1983 team and will be back at that
position this season.

" FALL
SUITS

We have a great selection
to choose from

* PENDLETON * DAVID BROOKS
* RICHARD EVANS * BRECKENRIDGE
* GORDON OF PHILADELPHIA

Petite Sizes 6 to 14
Misses Sizes 4 to 18

203 S.FRONT ST.
(Across from Tschumy’s)
DOWNTOWN

SUPPORT FREMONT AREA
FOOTBALL and
BANDS!

Good Luck To All
The Teams.

Mon.-Fri.
9:30 10 5:30
Sat.

9 to Noon

901 E. STATE (Next To Otto & Urban)
PHONE 332-8814

FREMONT




LITTLE GIANTS lettermen, above, from the
1983 season are comprised of eight seniors
and one junior. Front row, left to right:
fullback Todd Beatty, center and co-captain
Scott Cross, guard Mark Nitschke and tight
end Kris Smith. Back row: linbacker Craig

McCarthy,

nahank

Derek

&

Mosser, tailback

Ci
quarterback/punter/place kicker Shawn

Line is expected to be team strength

Major repair job for Ross offense

Ross lost its starting
qual tight end, wingback,
split end, a tackle and a guard,
tailback and fullback from its 1983
season.

S: :hnt else is new?

“I'd say it is a major rebuilding
ob,” Ross coordinator
Rex Radeloff conjectured but at
the same time said the problem is
similar to what the Little Giants
faced before the 1983 season.

Ross does have experience
returning at the tailback and
fullback slots and the returnees
could give Radeloff one of the
biggest backfields

in recent
years.

Chris Simmons, who has built
up to approximately 230 pounds,
will be at tailback. The 6-2 senior
can click off the 40 yards in nearly
4.6 seconds. lenhg‘m ahead of

starting job. Isaman and

immons are all-Ohio candidates
and are being heavily recruited
by major colleges.

Simmons, however, was

Lozano is the
primary backup for both
Simmons and Bealty. Trent
Brown could also see action in the
tailback slot in the early season.
Doug McClure will serve as
Isaman’s backup.
“The key thing early in the
" Radeloff said, “is to get
experience for the new kids. We
have to take it slow and work on

the basics.”

That was a good formula for
Ross in 1983 as each week the
squad continued to improve and
pick up depth.

Quarterback is a question mark
for Ross with senior Troy Laird
and junior Shawn McCarthy in the
running. “We are llmulleud in nml:
respects as far as option
concerned,” Radeloff said about
his primary signal-calling
contenders.

I can see us throwing the ball
more than in the past; not as
much as in the Tom Woleslagel
years (nearly 2,400 yards passing
in two seasons) but more than in

the past,” Radeloff contended.

“Our number one priority,
though, is the running game. That
offensive line and the running
game was the key to our success
last season.”

Anchoring the line will be
returning lettermen Scott Cross
at center and guard Mark
Nitschke along with two-year
letterman Mike Bobay.

Shay Moran, a junior, is
expected to be the backup at both
center and guard while Kyle
Amor will probably draw the
other starting guard slot. Ryan
Brant is also expected to be in the
second tandem of guards with

“Good luck all area teams!”

BALLOONS BALLOONS

332-9004 334-2090
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

TEAM COLORED
HELIUM
BALLOONS!

A new way to
cheer on your favorite
team and decorate
your after the game
party. Place your order today.

Moran. {

Dan Gangwer, Andy Chambers
and Rick DeLeon are vying for a
tackle slot opposite Bobay.

“‘We have to control the line of
scrimmage,” Radeloff said, “and
that is a situation that we faced
last season.””

Tight end is expected to be a
strong point for the Little Giants
with Kris Smith, who saw limited
action at the position in 1983, and
Dave Kovaleski sharing duties.

Kevin Hively, a junior and one
of the quickest Little Giants,
along with Gregg Gallagher and
Karl Bury are battling for the

Isaman and tackle Mike Bobay.
McCarthy is the lone junior. At the left,
Simmons will be Ross's starting tailback after
seeing partial duty there in 1983. He and
Isaman are expected to be on the field
practically the whole game for Ross.

split end slot. Bury, a senior who
has not played football the past
two years, has been impressive
during the August drills.

““The key to all this,” Radeloff
said, “is that we must improve
each week — all coaches say that
— but we did it last year and we
hope to do it again this season.

“We did not have many injuries
last year and we cannot have
them this year."”

A negative factor that affects
both the offense and defense is
Ross could have as many at five
players going both ways in the
early season.

* Automobile Windshields
* Storm Doors and Windows

* Insulated Glass and
Replacement Windows

TACKLE YOUR
GLASS NEEDS!

® Mirrors: Framed and
Custom Cut Sizes
*® Plexiglass

TRICO PLATE
GLASS CO.

1604 W. State St.




GREGG GALLAGHER (3) is congratulated by his Ross teammates
after he scored the Little Giants’ touchdown in the win over Mans-

field Friday at Harmon Stadium.

Gibsonburg wins No. 1

The Gibsonburg Golden Bears
ended a 13-game losing streak
with a 1412 victory over Ottawa
Hills Friday night.

In three other area high school
football games last night, Port
Clinton beat Genoa 11-0, Bellevue
handled Huron 24-13 and Upper
Sandusky stunned Margaretta 17-
3.

13.
At Ottawa Hills, Gibsonburg
Net 18

wan ite firet sama sinca

7 lead with two fourth-quarter
scores, one a quarterback sneak
by Niederkohar and the other a
33-yard field goal by Jim Bailey.

Margaretta closed out the
scoring on a 5l-yard pass from
Jim Bodey to Gi Wiedenheft
with 1:20 left in the game.
Earlier, Bodey hit Brian Stimmel
with a 53-yard scoring strike.

and l'h-l may be an
tement.

understal

“‘One of the good things that
came out of this was the
ex| for the r
like Shawn, Kyle Amor,
Gallagher and (Dan) Gangwer
and others. You feel

5 good
about how some of them played,”
Radeloff said while searching for

w_r;:lluvu.
Ross defense, if there were
;rm spots for the Little Giants,

“I thought overall, the kids
played well,'’ defensive
coordinator Joe Siesel said, “‘but
the hitting could be a little

"4 ne thin though, about the
. 8, 3

defense,” Siesel continued, “is we

had a lot of turnovers offensively

but everytime the kids went out

and shut them down.”

DAVE KOVALESKI (48), John Lozano (32) and  Hamon Stadium. Ross won its season opener with
Craig Mosser of Ross team up to stop a Mansfield  the defense playing the key role.
runner during third quarter action Friday at







Ross hopes history won’t repeat

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor
Two ago, the Fremont
Ross Little Giants noisily
Oregon to play a
team known as the Clay

W-‘#&u had ended,

quietly home, stung by a 14-13
setback. Friday, Ross will travel
to ‘but Little Giants Coach
Pete Moore hinted that the
SWi will not there this time.
“I haven't reminded them of
what up there two years

happened
ago,” Moore said Tuesday
e before practice, “but I

"“We moved.the  ball

nothing
because of the turnovers. It was a
lot more mental thing than
physical.”

Ross was charged with a half
dozen fumbles, losing five of
them. Nearly all of the bobbled
Elpk:::wmnotthemﬂtoll

“I can forgive the fumble when
it results from a hard hit,” Moore
said, “‘but not the mental ones. We
can correct the n'xtenul:olom
though, by stressing it — isola
the ball — on the practice field.”

While Ross had six visable
fumbles, the Little Giants made a
mental fumble that turned out
right. On the fourth quarter
scoring pass play. from

went the wrong direction.
worked, so it was a great
ﬁ:’y." Ross offensive coordinator
Radeloff was able to admit.
Moments after the opening
Ross win, Moore chastised the
Little Giants.
“I told them they could not just
read that they were to

one means but we must not have
shown anything like it.

“It was a good thing that the
defense played typical Ross
defense but if we play overall like
we did last week, we’ll get our
rear ends beat (this week).”

Mike Row, a 6-3, 215-pound
sophomore fullback, for Clay has
impressed the Ross coaches. Row

Clay teammates to be one of the
team’s captains.

Clay lost last week to Toledo St.
Francis, Ross’s opponent a week

Harmon Stadium last season.
Ross is realatively healthy for
the umem with only guard Mark

to Oregon Clay High School’s
l'::thall field, take Route 19
through Oak Harbor to Route 2.

Go west (left) on Route 2 to
Stadium Road. Go north (right off
Route 2). The stadium will be
west of Stadium Road after a
shoi t drive.

St. Wendelin trips

game that socked Ross with more  quarterback Shawn McCarthy to is good enough in the eyes of his
Eus '
By BOB MARKER Starting at the Eagles 13, Ross's teams never their seven out and Phil Price’s
Ednor defense behind Dave Kovaleski, offenses in gear —.‘th kick the game with 6:24
Do or die, Pete Moore was going  Jim Kline, Cralg Mosser and half as the
to sneaky about Derek Isaman surrendered only “l-lﬂh-hnl Ross was unable to move on its
3 w punter Chris first 24 minutes while Clay but McCarthy's kick
Shawn got a 48-yard punt  had four in that span. e Giants 38, buried
McCarthy squeezed between with the wind to the Ross 42 to set Il"l‘-ﬁmh third atits13.
Moran Clay interference penalty on produced game's team final three
was saved cuy?u.l.iloet'i-h'- first touchdown. The Little Giants minutes.
from sweating out a final over Isaman the . With  needed ﬁ to cover the “It showed they could come
The first and 10 at the 43, distance coming back,” Moore said, “that’s a sign
hit 35 seconds McCarthy's first pass fell un.-ynnlr-z" to of and they kept it
from the end game as Ross  incomplete. He followed that with the Clay 25 on a and nine exciting up until the end..1
pulled out a 14-7 win. a short swing into the left flat . Simmons cut off a block by know I was not able to smile until
“We were to go with two um&:mm end Kovaleski to get into the lg.uoh.h:hn.-."
"" Moore, the Jumbered to the Clay 24. clear. ‘win helped soothe a football
head coach said, “and we The next play, Ross got a break.  An ard run by Simmons, . field of penalties — 12 for 116
were not going to go for a field wllaulyl:.m-lubﬂlﬂ— a sneak McCarthy alm—mbth
goal. Once we got close, there was  Ross was a wide receiver and a run the Ross lants. Ross ended up with eight
no thought of that.” — Kovaleski fought off two Clay put the at the 11. mm-mmam
Rﬂ.ﬂ.&lyﬂlmlﬂl defenders over the middle to haul a third and eight, McCarthy now 0-2, while
for most of game but came to  in the pass and bull his way to the hm:.zlundlmﬂlvdyh yards in total to s
life offensively with a minute and  four. the of the end zone for the 147.
a half to play. Taking over at the “We went with that pass to TD. McCarthy had two players, lecum was seven of 15
Little Giants' 42 after the defense  Kovaleski to set the field Hively and Kovaleski, open on the P all of his
had Clay at its own 17, lul."lunnld.'znmn pass. McCarthy's kick made it 70 different receivers for 93 yards.
M guided Ross to paydirt that close, we decided to go for  with2:43left in the third period.  Simmons rushed for 62 yards on
in six plays. end zone.". qumlhhdmmm 14 carries to top Ross.
A 48-yard punt into the wind by Fullback Todd Beatty got the the final period, driving 39 yi The Little Glants will travel to
McCarthy had nailed Clay in  ball inside the one to set up the in seven plql:‘.' Sophomore the Glass Bowl in Toledo Friday
its territory with 3:18 to sneak attack. to play St. Francis.

DAVE
quarterback Tim Walters just as he gets set to throw a pass.

KOVALESKI,right, of Ross grabs the jersey of Clay







Ross faces rugged St. Francis

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Pete Moore had waited two weeks for those
90 seconds and he got to see them just in time
for Ross to remain unbeaten after the second
week of the 1984 high school football season.

“Offensively, that was the best that we have
played this season,” Moore, the Ross coach,
now in his ninth year as head man for the
Little Giants, said about the drive that gave
his team a 14-7 win over stubborn Oregon Clay
last Friday.

In the nearly two games preceding that 58-
yard, six-play drive, Ross had sputtered
offensively. As Moore said, his team would
look impressive one moment and then do
lo::'ethlng. fumble or be penalized, to thwart
adrive.

“The first week, it was fumbles (Ross lost
five of six) and last week, it was penalities (12
for 116 yards),” he said. “We’d have a good
play, then a penalty or a fumble and that is
frustrating.”

The fumbles were eliminated and now
Moore pointed out the obvious that the
penalties must go.

Friday, Moore will take his team to the
University of Toledo Glass Bowl to play an 8
p.m. game with St. Francis, a team that the

Little Giants managed to tie last season 7-7 on
a last quarter TD pass from Kevin Wilhelm to
Jim Hufford.

That scoring combination is not around this
year thanks to graduation but instead,
injuries suffered the past two weeks may
force Moore to make revisions in his lineups.

Tailback and “giant” back, defensively,
Chris Simmons is doubtful because of a
shoulder injury and linebacker/wingback
Derek Isaman is still nursing a bothersome
hip pointer. Add to that, wide receiver Karl
Bury will miss two to three weeks with a
fracture to a foot.

Isaman was held out of contact during this
week’s practice and will likely see action
Friday. Should Simmons not be able to play,
John Lozano will start at tailback and Todd
Hasselbach will take his spot on defense.

The Ross coach said that he felt Simmons’
possible loss will be felt more on offense than
on defense.

‘‘Defensively, one man can make the play

‘but offensively, everyone has to do his job;

it's ;lleﬂnmlyta team job.

‘“We won’t change anything drastically
offensively,” Moore offered and then added,
“but it will be a more structured offense.”

He would not give any details on his
definition of ““structured.”

About St. Francis, Moore said he felt the
Knights were not as physical size-wise as last
year but are quick.

“It’s just like here, they are proving that
small kids can play this game,” he said.

St. Francis, according to Ross scouting
reports, employs five two-way performers,
about the same as the Little Giants. The
Knights are 2-0 with a 23-20 win over Oregon
Clay and last week, a 126 victory over
Whitmer.

Against Whitmer, the Knights were without
the services of Mike Nicholson, 5-10, 185,
senior tailback.

“We anticipate that he will be ready to
play,” Moore said. ‘“Without him last week,
they ran more out of a ‘power-I' but with him
two weeks ago, they did not use that
alignment much.”

Moore pointed out that wide reciever Jeff
Upton and quarterback Jeff Krasniewski
have been impressive. Against Whitmer,
Upton hauled in eight passes from
Krasniewski.

' “Their quarterback has the ability to
scramble and the whole team is quick and
aggressive,” Moore concluded.

.|

.""m'.-—'h"_ the . . go for the two ,"" Ross Coach
TOLEDO y fullback had runs of Pete Moore said. ““I thought there
ylnh.— three, five, one, 17, one, Was plenty of time left and the
W.m three and the final one ina Wway things were going, both
conversion 69-yard, 14-play drive that ate teams could have the ball
m;m than 6% minutes off the three moretimes.
over scored at the 3:10 After the St. Francis TD, Ross
i 200-pound senior 's kick gave used a time consuming drive from
el aeee o e lead. Also in the drive, their own 20 to the St. Francis 44
‘mhu? had a seven-yard run lﬂhmmhﬂlpfmz:
Tol 's Glass Bowl. He and tailback John Lozano, taking Mrm;uhuylwmm
for injured Chris Simmons, Twice Beatty ran for f
carries in amassing his e e - - .
m‘ Giants, fourth play of the series. plays.
three Francis, held to one first  With 1:37 McCarthy
first half, unleashed punted into the endzone
- R ttack in the second 24 Krasnew. passing to Upton
" Krasnewski, after got the ball to the 44 but on a first
medm completing two of four in the first and 10, Lozano picked off
gﬁ- players half, tossed 18 in the second half, gnmlklme t.l'nm'ln at Ross 42
0 NS ihe ststement — W10 Ofsies fiatshed vith nine
¥ year about started its fourth for 116 yards.
Innm h:!ly broke a sweat - piler soen drive from the g:. runc“l:l ﬁi&!t‘z‘ s
season, tight aleski ¥ midway through the 29 when McGuire recovered on  same w
explained "‘I'hlyd D:m" Kz.. St. n'!"l'omv.o: l’lnu: the game Ross survived a firal minute McCarthy's fumble. Krasnewski said, “‘and 1 mb:r :.:;t.beuun
Francis could beat either Ross or  thinking we throw on scare in the half when six yards to Upton and theyareagoodballclub’ =
Sandusky if they had met again.” them,'' Ross offensive Knights defensive back Brian when the Little Giants were called mni:lnwull. Kinishad i)
That story appeared when the coordinator Rex f said, Burns stepped in front of a for a personal ts 254 ya tal otte k
Toledo newspaper named the ‘“‘but at halftime we felt we could McCarthy pass and returned it 29 "‘r';oh plmh::rmsmt r" 2 g‘r:mm? coming
Knights their vision tackle beca found a ards to the Ross 17. Two plays ays . Franc 5
season e:mp stlmrrz:cu uu: mo?ﬂhm.'u.:x':mmsg_ Lur Jim McGruire's 33-yard faced a third and two at the three » T
77 in the 1983 season, is. field goal attempt was short. but Mike Nicholson, Knights ROSS NOTES: de:‘hlonp be)l'n
m&%wnmwm “Everytime we came up to the Ross, after ing a St. back who had sat out the first defense with the mg
S ey i 02 e, By ot Jom ek o e 08 e St Lk e B R P I T topiar
T R :;.', (oohches) ware e e By il et hell peassssisn. Running behind mark. After a timeout, Beaity ~linebacker/run ml;...bﬁ;;w Derek
going " . Ross’s line of tight ends Kris Intercepte cholson’s man, s
m: W'm&“ but':t .mn:: Bls;y::l'\ duE:.:l:l:)‘:b :t.cﬂm Smith and Dave Kovaleski, attempted halfback pass for the played sparingly on offense but
thew He had l’l'py.:}d' on 10 o tackles Mike Bobay and Dan extra points that would have put all wayondelenul.‘ o
cmi: at the half and then McCarthy hit six of 12 first half ~Gangwer, guards Mark Nitschke the Knights in the lead. 'Ignmwln was was Moore
bruised the Knight's in the second  passes for 70 yards but did not and Kyle Amor and center Scott 1 really did not expect him (St. at X
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Can Ross defense stop King offense?

Admiral King’s offense.
That will t again Friday at
Harmon %Int when the Little
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runner; he's like a bull back
there.

“‘West, though, can burn you if
he gets a little Ry

West is a 5-10, 185, senior while
the fullback who Moore says his
team must repect is Bill Moore, a
6-0, 205-pound senior.

West is the leading scorer in the
Buckeye Conference with seven
touchdowns and 44 points while
rushing for 360 yards on 67 efforts,
a 54 average. Moore has 131
yards on 27 carries for a 4.9 per
carry average.

The top rusher for the Little
Giants is Todd Beatty with 231 on
49 carries for a 4.7 mark, making
him sixth in the conference on an

week’s 14-13 win over Toledo St.

Francis, he reco&nlud the
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Beatty captures
N-M grid honor

Just when the Fremont Ross
Little Giants needed him the
most, Todd Beatty stepped up
and answered the call this past
Friday.

And for his efforts, the 5-11,
200-pound senior
fullback/linebacker has been
named The News-Messenger
Player of the Week.

With Ross’s top two players
— Derek Isaman and Chi
Simmons — playing hurt and
the Little Giants facing a very
formidable foe in Toledo St.

w

"Francis at the Glass Bowl this
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TODD BEATTY

annterblck/u(ety. who
two touchdown passes

interceptions ended St.
Wendelin’s last-minute scoring

threat.
eSteve Cm'g:
Harbor’s 6-2, I

, who picked off two
passes and had one deflection
in the Rockets’ 140 triumph
over Port Clinton. The biggest
things about those three
defensive plays were that they
all ended serious PC scoring
threats. Connell also had four

«Brian Mougey, Bellevue’s 5-
10, 170-pound senior
1 cker, who made 14
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CRAIG MOSSER (51) of Ross brings down Admiral King running back Eric West during fourth quarter action.

King sinks Ross 26-7

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Admiral King scored 26 second
half points and left Pete Moore
gasping for fresh air as the
Admirals deflated the Little
Giants 26-7 in a battle of unbeaten
high school football powers at
Harmon Stadium Friday.

“We stunk,” Moore, coach of
the Little Giants succinctly
summeed up the game
afterwards in the quiet Ross
locker room. The loss in the
Buckeye Conference opener,
dropped the number two state
ranked and defending conference
champion Little Giants to 3-1
while the Admirals climbed to 4-0.

Admiral King scored three
touchdowns with less than four
minutes remaining in the game to
wipe out a 7-6 Ross lead.

“It was two passes and a
fumble,”” Moore said that cost his
team in the second half.

Robert Carrion recovered at the
Ross 32 when Little Giants
fullback Todd Beatty had a first
down but coughed up the ball.
That was the fumble and the first
of the two crucial passes caught
Moore’s team was on a fourth and
nine at the 21. Admiral King
quarterback Rick Ducar, who
took over for starter Joe Morales

in the third quarter, lofted a pass
into the end zone where the
Admirals’ Jef Lindsay hauled it
down.

Joe Guerrieri missed the extra
point and Ross had a slim lead
that seemed safe until the second
pass fell on Ross.

Facing a second and eight at
their own 46, Ducar, who had
slipped back to the tailback slot
with Morales coming back in for
the play, hit Lindsay at the Ross
26. Two plays later, tailback Eric
West ran 11 to the 14,

Two plays later, the Admirals
were facing a third and seven at
the Rossbut West again picked up
the first down with a 10-yard run
to the one. Two player after that,
West hurtled the right side of the
Ross line for the go-ahead TD
with 3:54 to play.

“I put Ducar in when Morales
came out and told me hethought
he was hampering out offense,”
Admiral King Coach Bill
Provident said. ‘‘Morales hurt his
big toe last week and it was
bothering him but I put him back
into the lineup and switched
Ducar to tailback for that play.”

On Ross's next possession,
quarterback Shawn McCarthy
fired toward wingback Derek

Isaman at midfield but the
Isaman fell and Lindsay stepped
in front of the ball and returned
the interception 47 yards to the
Ross three. Fullback Bill Moore
scored on a third and goal at the
one with 1:31 on the clock to put
the killing crush on the Little
Giants.

The final TD came with no time
on the clock when defensive back
John Matakovich intercepted
McCarthy’s throw and returned it
59 yards for the six-pointer.

‘““They didn't do anything
different to us in the second half
as they did in the first,” Moore
said. ““All they did was play with
more intensity then we did.”

Provident disagreed, saying
that a defensive adjustment at the
half forced Ross inside where the
Admirals’ linebackers could

work.

“Willie (Bill) played an All-
Ohio game tonight,” Provident
praised. “He made some tackles
out there that I didn’t think were
possible.”

Provident contiuned, ‘“Ross is
darn good defensive team; we
just got lucky, darn lucky
tonight.”

AdmiralKing had taken the
opening kickoff and marched for
the 32 to the Ross 14 before
Morales was sacked by George

Weissinger and Jim Kline of Ross,
fumbled and the Little Giants’
Micah Jones fell on theh ball. The
Admirals did not get into Ross
territory again in the first half.

The Little Giants’s scoring
drive started at the Admiral King
49 after a 30-yard punt by Mike
Carricco. It took Ross eight
playes to score with tailback
Chris Simmons runniong for, six
and 13 yards to key the drive.
Simmens’s slashing run to the
three was followed by Beatty's
TD run with 3:01 remaining in the
first half. McCarthy split the
uprights to give Ross a 740
halftime lead.

After that, it was downhill for
Ross. The Little Giants did not
pick up a first down in the second
half until their last possession. By
that time, the Admirals held a 20-6
advantage.

Ross outgained the Admirals on
the ground 141-98. West, the
conference’s leading ground
gainer, had 21 of his game leading
70 yards in the final quarter.

Morales and Ducar combined
for five of 12 passing for 73 yards
for a 171-169 advantage in total
offense.

Simmons was Ross's leading
ground gainer with 56 on nine
carries. Beaty had 52 on 16
efforts.
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‘Augie’s Air Show’ invades Ross

Sports Editor

Augie Bossu has a reputation
for going with the flow and when
he brings his Cleveland
Benedictine football team to
Harmon Stadium Friday, it will
?e 'another verification of that

act.

‘‘Augie’s Air Show’’ will quickly
force Fremont Ross to shake off
the effect of a 26-7 setback by
Admiral King last Friday or be
gunned .down by the aerial

ombardment of Bennie
quarterback Larry Wanke.

‘“They’ll be throwin’ the hell out
of the ball,” Ross Coach Pete
Moore emphasized Tuesday as he
prepared for practice. ‘‘One good
thing, for us, about the Bennies
this year is they do not have a
running back like O’Neill (Steve)
or Richardson (Kevin).

“If they had some one like that
and with him (Wanke) throwing,
they,would really be tough."

Moore quickly pointed out that
Benedictine is tough enough with
just the passing game.

“When he (Bossu) had the good
running backs, he stuck primarily
with the run,” Moore -
“but now he has the good
quarterback with three or four
good receivers and he throws
most of the time.”

Benedictine ran the ball only
seven times in last week's 10-0
victory over Brecksville, the 1983
Division II state champion.

For the season, Wanke, a 6-2,
190-pound junior, has completed

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger

Ross 5th in computer poll;

3 area teams also ranked

The Fremont Ross Little Giants stand in fifth place in Division
I, Region 3, of the first Ohio High School Athletic Association

computer poll of the season.

Findlay, Ross’s fellow Buckeye Conference team, leads Region
3 with 28.00 points, followed by Toledo Central Catholic with 25.75,
Upper Arlington with 25.50, Westerville North with 24.50 and Ross
with 24.00. Toledo St. Francis is sixth with 22.00 points.

Three other area high school football teams are ranked high in
the first computer poll. They are Oak Harbor, Margaretta and

Bellevue.

Unbeaten Oak Harbor is in second place in Division I1I, Region
10. The Rockets have 18.50 points to trail first-place Elyria
Catholic by 1.50 points. Bellevue is fifth in that same region with

17.50 points.

Margaretta, meanwhile, stands in third place in Division II,
Region 14. Evergreen leads Region 14 with 17.50 points, followed
by Lima Central Catholic with 15.50 and Margaretta with 12.50.

Complete computer listing is on page 16.

““They do take what the defense
gives them so what we have to do
is disrupt their pass routes and we
have to get the heat on the
quarterback.”

Moore jokingly pointed out that
Ross may have to resort to
trickery.

“Yeah, we may play a ‘nickle’
or a ‘dime’ defense,’’ he laughed.

“Or maybe a double-nickel,”” he
said as he polished off his CB talk.

Siesel said that one of the
favorite passing strategies
employed by the Bennies is to
flood the flats, hit the short man
and hope that he can generate
more yardage on his own.

Wanke's favorite receiver this
season has been sophomore Bob
Clark, a 145-pounder, who has
hauled in 21 passes for 303 yards
and three TDs. Junior Jerry
Wrobel, a 5-7, 190-pounder, has 14

tches for 206 yards and a pair of

64 of 112 passes for 778 yards and
seven touchdowns. The Bennies
have averaged less than 80 yards
rushing while compiling their 3-1
record.

Against Warren Western
Reserve, a 22-12 loss, Benedictine
had a minus-24 yards and last
week, generated only 35 yards
against Brecksville. The Bennies
have defeated Parma Normandy
44-12 and Cleveland John
Marshall 20-0 for their other
victories.

“They have a very disciplined
passing game,”” Moore said.
“They throw outside very well.
They have not thrown the ball

long very much but Wanke played
against us up here last year and
we know that he can throw long.”

Moore and defensive
coordinator Joe Siesel logically
pointed out that Ross must get
good pass coverage from the
secondary.

“We have to have that plus we
want to keep the heat on the
quarterback,” Siesel said. ‘“When
we do rush the linebackers, he
does have a ‘hot’ receiver and he
is good at dishing it off to him.

““We cannot,” Siesel continued,
‘“let them have the short ones all
the time because they would keep
doing that all night.

touchdowns. Ken Deininger,
senior tailback who scored
Benedictine’s TD against Ross
last season, caught eight passes
for 106 yards against Brecksville.

Siesel indicated that Ross may
go with three linebackers and four
defensive backs.

“That will look like the old
Elyria defense,’ he said.

On the Little Giants’ side of the
field, running back/defensive
back Todd Beatty is expected to
play Friday despite some bruised
ribs but Chuck Mamula will likely
miss the game because of a knee
injury suffered in Wednesday's
practice before the Admiral King
game.




ROSS'S STEVE LETZRING
(above) ch s into
Benedictine r Ken
Deininger and a referee in an
effort for more yardage
during second-half action at
Harmon Stadium Friday night.
Kris Smith (80) aids lol:rml's
run. In the left photo,

Doug McClure (86) makes tM
hit on Benedictine running
back Jerry Wrobel. Craig
Mosser (47) trails the play.

Big plays help Benedictine beat Ross

100-yard theft, 61-yard
punt return lift Bennies

News-Messenger Sports Edior
Cleveland Benedictine uv.
Fremont Ross a in basic

electronics !‘rlday night at

“They ‘out-phased’ us,” Ross

Glants 31-14. It was Ross's second
loss h.;’m after three

straight
raised Benedictine's

penalized 15 yards for
unsportsmanlike conduct for

term Ross took over at
the Little Giants' 47 after John
the kick 22

In eﬂecl. that Ihen was a 14-
point swi
Ross Iorted back by taking
advantage of a lumbled punt by
Bennie Ken De‘lvnlnnr at the
ith

the Benedictine 39 and hit

Little Oh;;a uﬂll haltdol
lightenin e -pounder
H &n t sidelines

vmu.ny the six-
rﬂtduulpdlw!howhﬂm

's six-yard run wtth

turned out the
Iuhuh Glants.
““They do an excellent job on

punt returns,” Moore said. "'-
mwmmm‘ﬂmm

'ﬂl Ross coach said that about

the only good thing that came out

of the ball game was the
rrlornlnel of sophomore
ullback Jim Carroll and

"nnauymﬂh‘vu'lm
uumg“ turning the ball over.
He has had problems with that.”
“It was a heck of a game to
watch,'” Bouu, the chief
for the Bennies for the

30 rs, . “You
Boukd no Have  ta heart.”

Bossu watched his team
back mm a 47-yard
by Ross's

pass return
Chrll slmnons I.I‘I‘m l‘!’;l‘
a 43-yi pnl
m Hudson. The
folmedlhllwwlmnhmplly.
49-yard

by a
39-yard uorln llrl e from
Wanke to Deu ‘'ortman midway
through the

Ross eounund with a 74-ylrd
12-play drive that ended with an
11-yard McCarthy pass to Isaman

the period.

no K
[rabbod.”ad 106
halftime lead on Mike Gumey s
30-yard fleld goal with three
seconds remaining in the first
half.

In the second half, Ross
controlled the ball more than 15%
minutes but each time the Little

lants the Bennies

Steve uunna picking ur 19 of the
yards, Ross scored in five plays,
the final yard com!ng on
McCarthy’s sneak. MeClrthy
passed to Isaman for two
extra points and Ross u'llled 17-14
wlm 3:35 remaining in the third

“H ., 1 looked up, u- mal Il
was l1 14 and 1
exciting,” Moore “l lbounl
it was a super game at that time.”

It turned sour but quickly

nuetcnad on Ilu next

Benedictine Bennies,
after dﬂvlr:! [ ylrds to the one,
lost the ball when quarterback
Larry Wanke fumbled and Ross
defensive end Dave Kovaleski
carme up with his second recovery
of the game.

With Letzring, who ended up
with 103 yards rushing on 16

apunt.
Clark hauled in McCarthy's

defused the threat.

‘‘We had a few crucial
mistakes,” Radeloff, Ross
offensive coordinator said. “We
wanted the passing game to
loosen up the running game -nd ll
times we looked good but
whole nory is we are ton
inconsistent.

Radeloff 'xylnlned that he
switched to the pass to open up the
.rwnd game in the second half

even though Ross was picking up
good yardage on the ground.

“They were starting to close in
nndvewlnudwloounmemnp
with the pass,” he shrugged, ‘‘but
there is only one good thing which
can happen to a pass.

wankeend.dupwm: 11 of 22
Rl ssing for 204 yards while

cClﬂlly was 14 of 27 for 128

rds. Letzring led all rushers as
lhu picnd up 137 on 35 running
plays. Benedictine had 57 yards
on 23 rushing attempts.

Next Friday, Ross will travel to
Elyria to resume Buckeye
Conference play.
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Ross hopes to end skid at Elyria

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

The last time Elyria and
Fremont Ross squared off, the
Pioneers were non-existent.

The Little Giants did not permit
Elyria a first down while
surrendering a minus-4 yards of
total offense. Ross won the game
20-0 in a clash that, as an old
statement goes, was not near as
close as the score indicates.

Ross will travel to the home of
Pioneers Friday while getting
back into Buckeye Conference
football action after a one-week

hiatus and two consecutive losses. .
‘“‘Sure, it’s a natural thing to be -

down a little after losses to two
tough teams,” Ross Coach Pete
Moore said. “‘But there are five
more football games and we still
have a shot at the conference
championship.

“This week and next week will
be trouble because we are on the
road,” the Ross coach pointed
out, “but we seem to play better
on the road.”

Both Ross losses — to Admiral

King 26-7 and to Cleveland
Benedictine 31-14 last Friday —
came in the friendly confines of
Harmon Stadium.

Elyraa, under former Findlay
coach Bill Jones, is 1-1 in the
conference and 2-3 overall. Jones,
who spent a year at Zanesville
after leaving Findlay, is known
for turning out good
quarterbacks. His offensive game
plan includes plenty of passes but
he has not been able to develop
that tactic yet at his new school.

“I think Bill would like to be
able to throw a little more than he
has,” Moore said.

Eric Garretson has handled the
bulk of the Pioneer signal calling
for Jones, completing 21 of 59 pass
attempts for 373 yards, second in
conference rankings. He has been
intercepted 10 times, one more
than Ross quarterback Shawn
McCarthy.

“Elyria has been running out of
a ‘stacked I, Moore said. ‘‘He
will put some people in motion out
of it but it is basically a power
setup.

‘‘Jones does have a good
tailback. He's a sophomore but he
has good moves."’

Lamar Jackson is the
sophomore drawing Moore's
praise. The 5-8, 160-pounder, has
rushed for 501 yards on 79 carries
for a conference leading 6.3
average. He has scored six times.

Ross will be functioning without
fullback/defensive halfback Todd
Beatty who is nursing bruised
ribs. Taking his offensive position
will be either senior Craig
Mosser, sophomore Jim Carrollor
or junior John Lozano, normally a
tailback. Chris Simmons will
start at tailback but sophomore
Steve Letzring will see a good bit
of action Moore said. T.J. Winans
may fill Beatty's spot defensively.

Letzring rushed for 103 yards on
16 carries in the second half
against Benedictine.

“Chris is especially good at
tailback when he is fresh,” Moore
said, “‘so we will probably rest
him after the first few series.”

Moore said that no other
changes are planned.

He also pointed out that he feels
the Ross passing game has not
looked bad despite nine
interceptions thrown by
McCarthy.

‘““We have not had the
quarterback sacked all season,”
Moore pointed out, “‘and that is a
credit to our offensive line but at
times, Shawn should be thinking
of taking a sack now and then
instead of forcing the ball.”

BUCKEYE STATS: Ross ranks
second in defense behind
Sandusky. The Little Giants are
yielding 177 yards per game and
the Blue Streaks 164. Elyria is
fifth with a yield of 241 per
contest. Offensively, Ross ranks
fourth with a 213-yard average
and Elyria is second, generating
232 per game.

McCarthy is third in passing
with 34 of 80, 43 per cent, for 355
yards and two TDs. Dave
Kovaleski is fifth in receiving
with seven for 105 yards and
Derek Isaman is eighth with
seven for 82.
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Ross romps;

8 turnovers
haunt Elyr
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Mysterious Lorain
hosts Little Giants

By BOB MARKER
mmm

Call Lorain the “Mr. X" of the
Buckeye Conference.
- For some reason, the Steelmen
have mysteriously not lived up to
expectations as a football title
contender this season.
* “l cannot explain it,”” Ross
Coach Pete Moore said about the
thtle Giants’ Frida nent at

rge Daniel F Lorain.

“'l'hey move the ball well at times
and they are aggressive on
defense but they have been giving
up big plays and before they know
it, they are in the hole and in a
goal line defense.”
- Lorain is 1-5 overall but even in
two Buckeye Conference games,
the same as Ross, and as Moore
sees it, still in the running for the
¢onfcunce title along with his

o . “I rated them third in the
nference in the pre-season,’ the
0ss coach said about the

Steelmen.

« Lorain Coach Vic Furiga, in a

fact sheet, rated his -

offensive and defensive
backfields at the team’s strength
but also notated that the lines
were the possible team weakness.

Dennis Hughes, the Steelman
tailback, has impressed Moore.

‘‘He can really.-move,’’ the Ron
boss described.

Hughes, 6-foot, 180-pound
junior, is the conference’s fourth
leading rusher with 470 yards on
98 carries, a 5.1 average. He has
scored only two touchdowns,
however, as the Steelmen have
put only 47 points on the board.

Lorain lost its first four games
of the season before slipping past

14-12. Last week, the
Steelmen lost to undefeated
Findlay 25-0.

“Lorain is basically a junior
ball club,” Moore said, ‘“‘and they
have nine lettermen back and
with that many lettermen back, 1
really cannot figure out why they
have done so poorly.”

Moore said he was pleased with
the Little Giants fense last
week, pointing out that half of the
eight Elyria turnovers in the 39-0

Ross win, were caused by the
defense.

“They had two or three good
runs by Jackson (Elyria tailback
Lamar), but we did have some
missed tackles on those plays.”

Moore pointed out that his Ross,
4-2, may be playing a bit looser
now, saying that the pressure his
team may have felt three weeks
ago has now disappated.

“I can tell you that we are not
as ‘pressurized’ as we were three
weeks ago when we were rated
number two in the state and
everyone felt we were going to be
in the state playoffs,’”’ he

described. ‘“When everyone is
talking about it, you do get
pressure.

“Right now, it is a long shot at a
berth in the state playoffs but the
conference ' title is not out of
question,” Moore insisted. ‘‘We
have to create our chances by
winning and we have to have
help.”

Admiral King with a 6-0 overall
mark and 2-0 in the conference is
a half-game behind Findlay at 6-0
and 3-0.

“I think Findlay or Sandusky or
even Lorain has a shot at getting
Admiral King,”” Moore offered.
‘‘Someone has to help us but we
have to stay alive ourselves.”

After Lorain, Ross will host
Marion Harding, travel to
Findlay and host Sandusky.

BU: YE STATS: Ross is
ranked third in offense with 223
yards a game and second
defensively, yielding 173 per
game. Lorain is last in offense
with 185 per contest and last in
defense, giving up 273. ’
uarterback

Individually,
Shawn McCarthy second
pmln with 40 o( 94 for 447 ynrds

and 10 interceptions.
Derek Isaman is eighth in
receiving with nine for 117 yards
and Dave Kovaleski is 10th with
seven for 105. Chris Simmons,
John Lozano and Kevin Hively
are in a logjam for sixth place
among inteceptions leaders with
two.
McCarthy ranks fourth in
punting having averaged 34.6.

Ross
nudges
Lorain

9-7

By BOB MARKER

LORAIN — ‘‘Keep
cranking.”

““That’s how it was "
Ross Coach Pete Moore as
he described his team’s play at
George Daniel Stadium

Only, while the Little Giants’
cranked, the R macl

slim title

McCarthy’s 34 ylrd
ﬂeld pll midway thrwn
Ross from

278 Qefici th the edd. Amr
that, the Little Glants “kept

got
enm l\meuonln( unoothl
enough to hold off the H
Steelmen.

“1 don't know whether we
played that badly or they
played that well,”” Ross
defensive coordinator Joe

said after watching his
get pushed ai
much of the game.

Lorain rolled up 122 ylmon

another 144 in
lhenlrlorﬂylrdlo{lnn.l
offense, most allowed thi
lelmby the Little Giants.

moved the ball
vell but then we would
braaack, spraaaat,
he said as he made a sound like
a cement mixer with
heartburn.

Ross scored first on a five-
play, u—ylrd drive midway

the end

llcCInhy 's kick, however,
sailed off to the left.

Lorain used a faked punt to
key its scoring drive which
covered 74 yards on 11 plays.
Facing a fourth lndwtn at

ptmm Baron Roule faked the
it and a pass to tight
nd 'l‘my l(runun for 27 yards

From um point, Lorain
tailback Dennis Hughes
carried for nine and lhellnllis

to
1:44 to play in the first half.
Roule's klel put Ross behind 7-
6 at the hal
The Lil(le Giants took the
ncond half kickoff and drove
before settling for
c(guunyl field goal ll the
6:34 mark.

Lorain took the ensuin;
kickoff and marche
ethodicall; the 14.
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Ross 9, Lorain 7

from Shawn
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'10, second

. : Dennis Hughes 25-yard
- " Roule kick) 1:44, second
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quarter.

- Ross: McCarthy 34-yard field goal 6:34, third
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Pssst! Little Giants’
problem team next

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Maybe it’s the week before the
Findlay game or perhaps Marion
Harding gets ‘“high’”, but for
whatever reason, Fremont Ross
nearly always has its problems
with the football playing
Presidents.

Harding has caused so many
problems in the past for the Little
Giants, Ross Coach Pete Moore
doesn’t like to read about the
problems.

“I think when you read about it
ear in and year out, you get to

lieving that you will have a
hard time and you do,”” Moore

said Tuesday as his semi-battered
team began to for the
homecoming game Friday at
Harmon Stadium.

Down through the years, the
Little Giants have beaten the
Presidents much more than they
have lost — 21 times more in the
39 games that have been played.

The past three years, Ross has
won 16-6 in 1981, 14-7, one of only
three Ross wins in 1982, and 18-13
in the Little Giants’ historic 1983
season.

This meeting, the 40th between
the two teams, marks the 25th
anniversary of Harding's 76-6
romp over the Little Giants.

This season, Harding is 2-5 and
0-4 in the Buckeye conference. At
one point, Harding was 2-2 but
have since fallen to Findlay (16-
10), Sandusky (28-6) and last
week to Admiral King (28-7).

“King intercepted two passes
on them and returned them for
touchdowns,” Moore pointed out
about the latest Harding loss.
“King did not dominate them; no
team has dominated them. I think
it will be a good football game
Friday night.”

The Ross coach explained the
Presidents use multiple
formations offensively.

“They always seem to change
something for us,” he said and
explained that he and his
coaching staff have been
reviewing films of past games.

“Defensively, in the past, they
seem to stunt more for us than
other teams.”’

Ross escaped the fog-shrouded
plains of Lorain Senior 9-7 last
Friday in a game that featured
many ill-fated offensive drives for
the Little Giants.

“It seems like all the teams,in
the Buckeye Conference have
played very well at times and
then gone flat in games,”” Moore
explained. ‘“That is what has been
happening to us and that was
what happened to us at Lorain.

‘“That seens to be a
characteristic of the Buckeye
Conference this season.”

ROSS NOTES: Senior fullback
Todd Beatty, out the past two
games because of badly brused
ribs, and sophomore tailback
Steve Letzring, are expected to
see some action this Friday.
Letzring did not make the trip to
Lorain while nursing groin and
hip injuries.

Moore said that Beatty and
sophomore Jim Carroll will share
fullback duties while Chris
Simmons who had 150 yards on 26
carries against Lorain, John
Lozano and Letzring will operate
out of the tailback slot.

Derek Isaman suffered a severe
buise on his right hand against
Lorain but will play against
Harding.

In Buckeye Conference stats,
Ross is second in total defense,
allowing 186 yards a game and
third in offense with 238 yards.

Quarterback Shawn McCarthy
has taken over the passing lead
with 499 yards on 42 of 102.
Isaman is 10th and Dave
Kowaleski is 11th in yards in pass
receiving with 117 and 105 on nine
and seven receptions,
respectively. Simmons, Kevin
Hively and Lozano are in a knot of
players tied for fourth in
interceptions with two each.

Lozano is ninth in Kkickoff
returns, averaging 19 yards on
seven returns. He is also eighth in
punt returns with a 36 yards on 11
efforts.

McCarthy is third in punting,
averaging 34.7 on 31 punts.

Simmons is sixth in rushing
with 454 yard son 92 carrie. Beatty
is ninth with 285 on 68 and
Letzring si 11 with 192 on 36
carries.




Lozano’s theft
tops Ross win

a junior Mulive h‘:lback re-
intecepted pass
yards lor a touchdwon late in lhe
fourth quarter, outplayed and out-
muscled Marion Harding 230 at
;l;rmon Stadium. The win, num-

game methodical but he
dkl ld.mll that he felt his team
was in control by the third time
the Little Giants golmeball

“Now, we are right where we
want to be,” Moore said as he
began to mentally prepare for
next Friday's clash with unbeaten
Findlay. The Trojans squeezed
past Elyria 13-11 to move to 80
overall and 40 in BC play.

Lozano's third interception of
the year killed a belated Harding
drive. The 9%0-yard interception
return is the third Iongeﬁ in Ross
history. lmlcnlly. two pl.y
ers in front of Lozano —
Ohms and Mike Havenor — allo
had their returns against -
ding. Ohms leads with a 96-yarder
in 1960 while Havenor loped 95
yards in 1976.

Before that time, Ross has
scored in each quarter to pile up a
170 lead. Chris Simmons had ran
three yards in the first quarter,
Shawn McCarthy passed 10-yards
to tight end Dave Kovaleski in the
second and McCarthy booted a 32-
yard field goal in the third.

Lozano's theft put the shine on
the win.

*'1 told the coaches that I felt we
had control of the game by the

ird series,” Moore said. ‘‘We
were running the dive plays and
our isolation plays up the middle
about the best that we have done
all season.

After an exchange of punts,
Ross marched 56 yards in elnl
plays with Simmons going in from
the three for the first score. Mc-
Carthy, who hit two of three point
after touchdown attempts, made

it 7-0 at the 3:40 mark of the first

qQuarter.

McCarthy’'s pass to Kovaleski

clwed a ll—play. 80-yard drive in
Todd Be:

second quarter.
blck in action after missing
bulled his way for five
ynrdsonllmmmllve at the
Harding 38 to key the drive.

McCarthy's field goal came
after Ross has taken over at the
Harding 19 on Lozano's eight-yard
punt return. Ross had driven to
the six-inch mark on the prior se-
ries but gave up the ball on downs
ll that polnl H-rdtng punter Jon

escaped s Derek Isa-
mln and John Colemnn in the end
zone to get off a 26-yard punt three
plays later.

After that, Ross controlled the
ball, missing on two other oppor-
tunities to score. Once when Har-
ding's Fritz Wink intercepted a
McCarthy pass in the end zone
and the other when a Ross drlve
stalled at the Harding five.

The deepest penetration for
Harding was the Ross 25 when
Craig Owens ran a fumble 20
yards off a completed pass to
teammate Aaron Mahle. Four
plays later, Lozano stepped in
front of a Kent Berry pass and
galloped into Ross history.

The Little Giants battered the
interior of the Harding line with
Ross’s interior people of tackles
Dan Gangwer and Mike Bobay,
guards Mark Nitschke and Kyle
Amor and center Scott Cross con-
sistently opening up big holes. To
balance that, Simmons picked up
big chunks of yardage pitches to
the outside.

Simmons finished with his sec-
ond straight 100-yard game, rush-
ing for 101 on 18 efforts. Beatty
had 81 on 15 carries.

Defensively, Ross limited the
Presidents to 47 rushings yards
and 45 in the air.

“‘We played pretty well,” Ross
de(ennve Coordinator Joe Siesel

“‘We covered the field very
uell delenllvely

m Kline, George Weissinger,
Dnve Growel, Isaman and Craig
Mosser led the Ross defense. In
addition to Lozano's pass theft,
T.J. Winans, Isam: nd Jerr
Palomo intercepted passes for the
Little Giants.

News Messenger/ Bill Kennedy
were attempting to block Reed's punt in the Harding end zone. He
managed to get his punt off for 26 yards.

DEREK ISAMAN (2) and John Coleman (88) of Fremont Ross bear
down on Marion Harding punter Jon Reed. The two Little Giants

Lakota roars past Bears 29-2

By STEVE GOBLE

Statt Writer
GIBSONBURG — A fair start
melted into a bad finish for the
Gibsonburg Golden Bears, while
opportunities turned into
touchdowns and a win for the
Lakota Raiders, in a 29-2
Suburban Lakes League match
Frldaymgm
Head Coach Gary
Wasielewski's Bears got off OK
after the Raiders unsuccessful
opening drive and punt let
Glboonhurg start from their own

The Bears Iooked gnod at first,

Runnina —matana
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s 1/4, Kovaleski 1/10,
: Ross 6-2 (3-1), Harding 26 (0-
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Stakes are high in Ross-Findlay clash

By BOB MARKER powerhouse. the game." e, could wrap up a playoff berth if they
‘News-Messenger Sports Editor Findlay has beaten Sandusky 26-20, Marion Dunn is the runner and Miller is the passer. Dunn, beat us,” he said but added a *'no comment”’ to how
hmwtmmrmhym Harding 16-10, Lorain Senior 25-0 and Elyria 13-11 in  however, can throw, passing for four touchdowns in he felt his team's chance were should the Little
Fremont Ross as Little Giants conference . In Ross has beaten win.

invade the home Giants win.
of the Trojans Friday at Donnell Stadium. ), ling
— One, both teams have a shot at the Buckeye :;.m‘-umwmmmmmnmxw mx&mﬂxwﬂ

3 . for

— Two, both at reaching the state  “Hey, I don’t care what you say,” Ross Coach Helms, first in the BC with 22 catches for 398 yards, t. Game films verified the extra yard for the
mm‘unmmwmnmuy mmnmr.llmlulhmm&nu m ite: .

the opportunities but in actuality, they doubters, ** are 80 and ve to be and g:y.r

teams but the %mum" Dave Sprouss has rushed for 575 yards on 126 :#llwllmmrecoﬂlbmkpmdma

the What ad the Fi y runners.
‘coach said is not making mistakes. Running mate John Breitgam has 510 yards on 123 Lindsey against Mansfield in 1971. Mike Havenor
is 80 and ranked first in Division I, *“They do not turn the ball over,"” Moore said, “and ~carries and five six-pointers. matched Lindsey against Marion Harding in 1976.
of the Ohio High School Athletic wmmllmmmrlhhnn.w. In team stats, Findlay is second behind Admiral First in the category belongs to John Ohms, a 9-
Association’s Computer Ratings, the device used to have gotten 27 of them ively this year."” King in offense, generating 243.1 yards while yarder Marion Harding in 1960.
not rank with the “fancy” teams averaging nearly 18 a game. is third It will be the 59th meeting of the two teams with
# with 242.9 yards and a little over 16 points per game.  Ross holding a 36-19 lead with three games ending in
they play the final week of the regular season. ““They will come at you with the split backfield and The Little Giants are first in defense, allowing 177 ties. Last year, Ross won 27-0.
Ross, 6-2 and 3-1 in the BC race, is a very long shot nmuudnlrhyulymmnﬂywmu.Omywdo yards a contest and a little over 10 points per game  Tickets for the are on sale at Trempers until
3 outside on you. while Findlay is sixth with 235 yards allowed per Friday at 4 p.m. is the only place you can buy
some corners, Findlay's schedule has been a , they will run out of the ‘I',"” Moore game but only nine points per 3 tickets now, according to Ross Athletic Director
games % use two quarterbacks — Sam  Moore made the al statement, saying he Dick tickets are sold out in
land John Adams, Toledo Start Dunn and Brian Miller — and it is evident what they ~expected a heckuva game and he looked logically at Findlay. He said that extra bleachers are being
and Toledo DeVilbiss, none of which is a are goingtodo which isin theplayoff picture. installed for the game.
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|DEREK ISAMAN, Ross outside linebacker, hurls  inteception against Findlay Friday night at

n:"li body, upper left, parallel to the ground as he
jcomes up with an apparent third quarter
1}

Donnell Stadium in Findlay. Isaman stepped in
front of Findlay receiver Mike Bihn for the theft,

‘Ross wins in final 10 seconds 13-11

‘McCarthy’s field goal stuns

/By BOB MARKER
‘News Messenger Sports Editor
{FINDLAY —~ Shawn
McCarthy's 40-yard field goal
with 10 seconds remaining in the
game pulled Ross to a 1311
victory over Findlay Friday night
»and brought the Trojans' dream
| $eason to a skidding halt

: The loss was the first in nine
games for Findlay and dropped
‘them into a second place tie at 11
with Ross, 7-2 overall, in the
Buckeye Conference race
Admiral King, a 14-6 winner over
Sandusky, leads with a 5-0 record
will play the Admirals
next Friday

!! Findlay had entered the game
as the top team in Division I,
Region 111 of the Ohio High School
computer ratings, the method
used to determine playoff teams.
Ironically, Findlay had defeated
Elyria 13-11 a week ago.

**Are the doctors around here?"
Ross Coach Pete Moore said as he
did a takeoff on Fred Sanford of
television’s Sanford and Son, *
think this is the big one. My heart
was really thumping out there.”"

While Moore’s
thumping, McCarthy
up with one big thump

*“The farther it went, the more
it kept coming back in,"
McCarthy said as he described
the kick that rocked Findlay

““The snap was a little high,"
holder Karl Bury said. *"The kick
started out right but then hooked
back in; he had the leg init."”

cCarthy, a 68 junior who
Quarterbacks the Little Giants,
said the kick made up for a fourth
quarter intecepted pass that
killed a Ross drive at the Findlay
26 after the Trojans had grabbed
an 11-10 lead on Mark Ritzler's 33-
yard field goal.

“That was a dumb mistake,’
McCarthy was able to laugh, 1
should have ran the ball.”

{ The field goal capped a 55-yard
rive from the Ross 22 with two

minutes to play. Findlay punter

Jay Viera had gotten off a 44

yarder to that spot after he had

avoided a Little Giants rush.

| The 12-play drive featured 10

DAVE KOVALESKI, Fremont Ross Little Giants defensive end,
takes a bead on Findlay quarterback Sam Dunn during first half

passes and one run. McCarthy's
fired eight yards to Derek Isaman
on the first play and misfired on
the second before Todd Beatty
picked up the first down with a
three yard run. Two incomplete
passes were followed by a 17-yard
connection to Gregg Gallagher at
midfield

After an incompletion,
McCarthy hit Bury for 13 to the
Findlay 37. He followed that with
a six-yard strike to Gallagher and
an eight-yarder to Bury that
carried to the Trojans 23. Then

came possibly his biggest pass:
one that sailed nearly into the
stands but stopped the clock with
16 seconds to play

Ross had used its last timeout
with 39 second remaining.

“We wanted to stop the clock
and it was a key pass,” Moore
said as he perched on a rock just
outside the Ross locker room at
Donnell Stadium.

That safe pass set up
winning field goal

“We talk about a two-minute
drill,” Ross offensive Coordinator

the

but the apparent interception was ruled no catch
Isaman voices and
the

by the referee. At the right
gestures his displeasure at

ruling. The

action at Findlay Friday. Dunn was able to get rid of the ball but
Kovaleski was credited with two quarterback sacks in the contest

Rex Radeloff said about the last
Little Giants drive, “"but we don't
practice it that much. All we do is
talk about what plays we would
s

Ross mixed up sideline patterns
with a couple of clutch catches in
the middie by Bury and Gallagher
in the winning drive.

Ross had broken out on top
three minutes into the game after
linebacker David Growl stepped
in front of Findlay quarterback
Sam Dunn's pass at the Trojan 32
and returned it to the 14. Ross

tailback Chris Simmons ran to the
three and two plays later, scored
from the one with McCarthy's
kick making it 7-0 Ross at the 9:16
mark

The Little Giants increased that
lead to 10-0 on McCarthy's 33-yard
field goal three minutes away
from halftime

The first half was dominated by
both defenses. Ross did that
expectantly while Findlay's
defense was a mild surprise. The
Little Giants are the top rated
defensive team in the conference

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

News Messenger/ Bill Kennedy

disputed play came on a first and goal from the
Ross 22 and on the next play, Findlay scored its
only touchdown of the game

Findlay

while Findlay ranks sixth. Ross
had only 64 total yards while
Findlay had 20 at the half

In the second half, the Trojan
defense manhandled Ross until
the Little Giants' backs were
against the wall. Ross did not get
a first down in the second half
until eight minutes remained in
the game. That came on the series
after Findlay had taken the lead
but ended when McCarthy's pass
Jeft

wass intercepted by
Marshall
The series after that, Ross

failed on a fourth and six at the
Findlay 35 but the next time Ross
got the ball, McCarthy's passing
took over
Findlay's touchdown came on a
third and goal pass from the 22
was a floater and we got

caught out of position; we had
rotated away from it," Ross
defensive Coordinator Joe Siesel

said, but that happens

Siesel explained that Findlay.
after running out of an *I
formation in the first half, used a
split-back setup in the second to
good advantage

As soon as we would come

inside to stop the dive plays, they
would pop it outside, Siesel said

After Larry Helms returned a
McCarthy punt 13 yards to the
Ross 37 early in the third quarter.
Findlay needed 11 plays to score,
converting on a pair of fourth
down plays in the drive. Dunn
floated the ball to Helms for the
TD, that coming with 4:10 to play
in the third period

After Ross failed to move the
ball, Findlay took over at its 22
and marched to the Ross 16 where
on a fourth and 13, Ritzler hit the
field goal

Defensively. Ross with Isaman,
Simmons, Craig Mosser, Jim
Kline, George Weissinger and
Dave Kovaleski leading a charge
that sacked Dunn seven times
allowed 119 yards of total offense,
87 in the air. John Lozano
intercepted his fourth pass of he
season for Ross

1f you are looking for one key
point in this game,” Moore said,
‘it was these kids did not give
up.”







Win over Streaks a must for Ross

By BOB MARKER
Nows-Messenger Sports Editor
It's a matter of working toward

goals.

At least, that is what Ross
Coach Pete Moore is saying as the
Little Giants began drills for the
season finale against Sandusky
Friday at Harmon Stadium.

Ross faces a couple of unique
situations with one key
requirement.

— One, the Little Giants have a
shot at a share of the Buckeye
Conference title should Findlay
defeat Admiral King.

— Two, should Admiral King
defeat Findlay, the Little Giants
will not get a share of the
conference crown but have a
possible shot at a second state
playoff berth.

. The requirement?

Moore brought that quickly to
the front. “*“We won't have a shot
at anything if we don't win this
game,"" he said quickly.

Ross is 62 and 4-1 in the
conference race while Admiral

Little Giants are 2nd

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Toledo St. Francis' Knights have
replaced Findlay as a Division 1 regional leader this week in the
Ohio High School Athletic Association's computerized regional

football ratings.

The OHSAA uses the rankings to select its 40 teams for the
playoffs that begin next week after the 10-game regular season.
The top two schools in each of the 20 regions will be announced
Sunday for the postseason eliminations
defeated
Catholic 24-0 last week to move from third to first in Region 3 with
109.56 points. Findlay, suffering its first loss this season 13-11 to
Fremont Ross, fell to third behind second-place Ross 107.50 to

St. Francis (8-1-0)

105.00.

twice-beaten Toledo Central

King is 9-0 and 5-0 with Findlay 8-1
and 4-1.

‘“‘What is wrong with a
championship?’* he asked while
sidestepping the question about
how he wanted to see the Admiral
King-Findlay clash end. “If we
get a win over Sandusky, we will
have a pretty good season.’’

While still hedging about the

Buckeye Conference
championship game, the Ross
coach clicked off his team's top
five preseason goals:
1-Win the Buckeye Conference.
2-Be 10-0 for the season.
3-A possible playoff berth.
4-Have the best possible season.
5-Be respectable.
“1 don’t know how the kids feel

right now,” Moore explained,
*“but our number one goal is to be
Buckeye Conference champions
and if we cannot be champs, then
have an opportunity to possibly be
in the playoffs."

A Findlay win would give Ross
the title share but a Findlay win
or tie would put the Ross uniforms
in mothballs for the season.

“The best thing for us right
now, though, is to have a good
game against Sandusky,”” Moore
insisted.

“I am just happy now that we
are bouncing back from two tough
losses that took a lot out of us.”

He was referring to the 26-7 loss
to Admiral King and a 31-14
setback by Cleveland
Benedictine, a pair of games that
Ross took itself out of with big
mistakes in the latter stages of
the contests.

“Right now,” Moore said, "I
can accept an 8-2 record; not 7-3
We are approaching where | feel
we should be and 7-3 is not there."

Sandusky is 4-5 overall and 14

in the BC race after losing to
Admiral King 146 last Friday.
The Blue Streaks confernce win
was 28-6 over Marion Harding.
The other losses have been to
Lorain Senior 14-12, Elyria 24-6
and Findlay 26-20.

“They have made big strides
this season with a lot of young
players,” Moore said about first
year Coach Larry Cook’s team

The Blue Streaks had only four
returning lettermen. Statistically,
the Blue Streaks rank third in
conference defense, yielding 188
yards a game while offensively,
Sandusky is sixth with 186 yards a
contest

Quarterback Todd Croom has
passed for three touchdowns on 42
of 93 attempts for 610 yards,
fourth in the conference. David
Belle is the team's leading
receiver, ranking second in the
BC with 25 catches for 428 yards
and three TDs. Sandusky's
leading rusher is Eric Jordon with
636 yards on 129 carries.

- |

Sports

ROSS'S DEFENSE swarms over a Sandusky
runner above. Left to right are Little Giants Dave
Kovaleski, Chris Simmons, Craig Mosser and

David Growel. At the right, Simmons goes into
the end zone for his second touchdown as
Kovaleski blocks Sandusky's Luis Guevara.

Ross blanks Streaks to win 12th BC title

By BOB MARKER
l--—-u-

Editor
hhhhh, the sweetness was mingled with the
bmer but there was not a scow! to spoil the happi-
that clogged the Ross locker room at Harmon
sudlum Friday night.

The Little Giants had

*but I think the community wants us in the play-
offs.”

That want was visable in the stands when the
Findlay-Admiral King updates were greeted with
cheers and groans. The biggest cheer was when
Admrial King went ahead 13-12 early in the third
quarter.

Sandusky 14-0 and were celebrating a 12th Buckeye
Conference championship. Ross needed the win and
a victory by Findlay over unbeaten Admiral King to
get a portion of the mle but there were strings at-
tached to those conditio

A Findlay win would pmhably eliminate the Little
Giants from a state playoff berth even though it
would enable Ross to tie Findlay and the Admirals
for the conference title.

When the night ended, Ross had its conference
title but may have to utter the battle cry of **Wait
until next year!"' when it comes to the playoffs.

Findlay felled Admiral Kln' uls and with the

win, split the e between the Tro-
Jans, the Little Giants and

Admlrllt all with 5-1

conference records.
“‘We like to win championships,” Ross Coach Pete
Moore said in the noisy Little Giants locker room,

“The can share in a playoff berth
more than it can in a conference championship.”
Moore reasoned, ‘‘but the only thing wrong with this
tonight is it’s a shame we did not win the conference
championship outright."

Ross was second in the Division I, Region 111 com-
puter ratings which determine playoff teams, head
ing into the game, two points ahead of Findlay
Toledso St. Francis led the regions and locked up a
g:ce in the playoffs with a 20-0 win over Toledo Lib-

y Friday afternoon. Findlay probably locked up
its berth with the win over Admiral King and Ross
will likely finish third or fourth.

The Little Giants dominated Sandusky from the
first to the last plays of the game: The Ross-defense
gave up just 33 yards of total offense and three first
downs. The only time the Blue Streaks got into Ross
territory was midway through the fourth quarter
when Troy Aaron recoverd a fumble at the Ross 38.

That drive ended when Ross defensive back John
Lozano intercepted his fifth pass of the season and
returned it to the 22
The Little Giants have now blanked Sandusky for
12 consecutive quarters with the two 7-0 victories
s Mhlll wash
st and fourth quarters with
Chris Simmons, who finished with 129 yards on 24
carries, scoring both TDs on runs of one and three
yards, respectively
On the first pld\ of the game, Sandusky tailback
Eric Jordan fumbled and Ross linebacker Craig
Mosser recovered at the Blue Streaks 32. It took
Ross 10 plays to score. Shawn McCarthy's kick put
Rn up 70 with 6 u toplay in the quarter.
s e of Ross's defense with

Doug Mc!
Ll (.mvul

The Little Glants drove |u lh(
and 27 in the first half but an interception. fumble,
downs and halftime kept Ross’s offense out of the
end zone

Sandusky's offense, however,

Sandusky 35, 42, 8

was non-existent

Outside of the fourth quarter fumble recovery. the
best field position the Blue Steaks had to begin a
drive was at the Sandusky 40 midway in the third pe
riod when Tim Linden returned his second pass in
ds. That killed a Ross
andusky 25

drive that had reached the

Simmons intel pted a pass at the Ross 44 and re
turned it to the ndusky 47 to set up the Little Gi
ants’ second touchdown. Ross marched those yards
in nine plays. Fullback Beatty picked up 32 of the

yards on three carries. Simmons leaped in from the
three at the 9:46 mark of the final period to secure
the game for the Little Giants. That drive featured

,,nml blocking from tackles Mike Bobay and Dan
angwer, guards Kyle Amor and Mark Nitschke
umu Scott Cross and tight end Kris Smith
The game ended at the Sandusky 31 and Ross driv
ing. Byt that time, Moore had inserted his second
stringers for mop-up action

It was a great season for us,”” Moore said, “"and it
was a greal game for us tonight. We did everthyth
ing but push the ball into the end zone with our of
fense.

“The defense had a great game; they handled ev
erything up front that Sandusky tried




Ross 14, Sendusky®

Ross, McC /1472 —48.
. Jordan 1/3. Carlucel
Derek Isaman 1/7, Kris
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Ross just
misses out
on playoffs

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Fremont Ross has a dubious
distinction that has quietly been
accepted by football = Coach
Wayne *‘Pete” Moore.

Findlay and Toledo St. Francis
finished one-two in Division 1,
Region 3 in the Ohio High School
Athletic Association computer
ratings and qualified for the state
plqyoﬂl — and the Little Giants

eated teams.
lt s just too bad,” Moore said
Sunday after what he had
predicted earlier in the week was
confirmed. “'I felt we were getting
better as the season went on."

After the Little Giants had

defeated Findlay 13-11 the ninth

Francis in the computer
rankings. Findlay was third but
had unbeaten Admiral King
remaining on its schedule.

Computer points are awarded
for your wins and beaten
opponents’ wins with different
point evaluations for teams in the
five divisions.

Moore, while not admitting it,
was torn two ways before his
team defeated Sandusky 14-0
Friday to end the season with an
8-2 mark. He had pointed out that
his team could realize its top goal
of winning the Buckeye
Conference championship should
Findlay beat Admiral King.

What was quietly tearing ll hlm
inside was the

CHRIS SIMMONS

Isaman leads BC choices

Derek Isaman was named the
Buckeye Conference defensive
player-of-the-year to lead a
squad of Ross Little Giants
being selected to either the first
or second All-Buckeye
Conference football teams.

The players were selected by
the seven conference head

Findlay beat the Adm!nll
Moore'’s team would be out of the
playoffs. Findlay did beat the
Admirals 26-15 giving Ross a
share of the Buckeye Conference
crown along with Findlay and

Isaman was selected as a
tight end and at linebacker on
the first offensive and defensive
teams, respectlvely During the

Admiral King but also
their playoff hopes at the same
time.

Findlay finished with 143.50
computer points, St. Francis
138.51 and Ross 136.50.

*1 think we would have put on a

show lor the people in the
pllyo”l s Moore said,

“‘especially defensively.”

What also made the near-miss
nh; was Findlay's feelings about

1'he Findlay coaches could not
figure out how we lost the
Admiral King,” Moore said.
was pretty easy !or me to figure Il
out...we lost 26-7.

Ross led Admiral King 7-6 with
less than six minutes to play but
three big mistakes led to three
Admiral touchdowns in less than
3'» minutes.

Moore and his coaching staff
met with the team Sunday
evening to go over the Sandusky
game films and he said that he
sensed the members of the team
were happy with the conference
title, but not being in the playoffs
was a disappointment.

“Yeah, you could tell they
wanted to be in the playoffs. They
have a championship but have to
share it,” Moore said. “They
enjoyed watching the Sandusky
films but you got um feeling they
were disappointed.”

The coaching staff, Moore
admitted, was disappointed but
had expected not making the
playoffs since they had figured
that a Findlay tie or win against
Admiral King would eliminate the
Lnu: Giants.

“‘“What we realize,"' he
explained, 'is we had some close
games during the mlon and
could easily have been 6-4."

In Ross's first three games,
Lllue Giants defeated Mlmﬂeld

Oregon Clay 14-7 and St
Frlncll 14-13 before moving into
conference play.

This past Weekend Mansfield
and St. Francis won while Oregon
Clay lost to Napoleon 22-21, but
even a Clay win would have given
Ross only two points and the Little
Giants would still have fallen

opponents
. Francis, Mmlral
leveland Benedictine
— are in the playoffs.

In 1985, the playoffs will be
to four teams from each

“It's too bad that it's not four
teams this year,” Moore said
quietly, “but we will live with-it
right now."”

led in 13
passes for 145 yards, one
touchdown and a two-point
conversion.

Defensively, Isaman was
credited with 78 tackles and 64
assists, five quarterback sacks,
two fumble recoveries and two
pass interceptions.

Isaman was one of a pair of
two-way first team selections.
The other was 243-pound
offensive/defensive tackle
Doug Petticord of Admiral
King.

Ross had two other first team
offense members: guard Mark
Nitschke, a 5-10, 185-pound
senior and place kicker Shawn
McCarthy, 6-8, 195-pound
junior. Nitschke was a two-year
starter for the Little Giants
while McCarthy was Ross's
quarterback and punter.

The offensive back-of-the-
year was Eric West of Admiral
King. West was the

JIM KLINE

conference’s leading scorer
with 19 touchdowns and 116
points while rushing for 1,129
yards on 251 carries, second in
the conference stats.

Nine of the first team
offensive players are seniors a
junior and a sophomore,
running back Lamar Jackson of
Elyria, rounding out the team.
Jackson was the BC's leading
rusher with 1,177 yards on 190

carries, a 6.2 average.

Defensively, Ross was
represented by end Dave
tackle Jim Kline,

Kovaleski,

MARK NITSCHKE

linebackers Isaman and Chris
Simmons and defensive back
John Lozano.

Kovaleski and Lozano are
juniors. The 6-3, 200-pound
Kovaleski made the team at end
while Lozano, a 5-9, 160-
pounder, made the team as a
back. Lozano had five pass
interceptions this season, tying
him with four others for first in
the conference.

Kline, 6-4, 190, was a vital cog
in Ross’s conference leading
defense while Simmons, an end
last season, stepped out to the
outside linebacker slot this

S season.

Slmmons 6-2, 238, was also
t as a team
offensive running back.

Other Little Giants making
the second teams were tackle
Dan Gangwer on offense and
Craig Mosser at linebacker on
defense.

The coach-of-the-year is Dan
Evans of Findlay. The second
year leader of the Trojans was
46 a season ago and with a
squad that was picked to be an
also-ran this season, carved out
a 92 record (including one
playoff game) while leading the
Trojans to a tri-Buckeye
Conference championship along
with Ross and Admiral King.

In his coaching career, Evans

66-40-4

The I.Buckeye Conference
teams are listed on page 17.

DAVE KOVALESKI




Isaman voted ‘AAA’ district Lineman of Year

The post-season honors continue to be
heaped upon Rosss briant foooati 2 stars each from Oak Harbor, Margaretta
player Derek Isaman.

Isaman, the Little Giants’ 6-4, 205-pound *
senior was named ciass ans Linersanot  and Bellevue make the Class AA first teams
the Year for Northwestern Ohio today by a
panel of Associated Press sports writers
and broadcasters. Two days ago he was
voted the Buckeye Conference defensive
player of the year.

Isaman became eligible for the district
Lineman of the Year honor after being
voted to the Class AAA defensive first
team as a linebacker.

Isaman was the lone Ross player to
make the Class AAA first teams, but two
Oak Harbor players, two Margaretta stars
and two Bellevue gridders were named to
the Class AA first units.

For Oak Harbor, seniors Jerry Witt and
David Weirich were first-teamers. The 6-0,
185-pound Witt made it as an offensive
guard and the 6-0, 170-pound Weirich made
it as a defensive back.

For Margaretta, senior Aaron Kromer
and junior Keith Brummitt made the top
units. The 65, 220-pound Kromer was
named first-team center and the 6-2, 210-
pound

Brummitt was voted first-team
defensive end.

For Bellevue, seniors Dennis Hay and
Greg Hogue were honored. The 6-0, 190-
pound Hay made first-team linebacker
and the 62, 175-pound Hogue made first-
team Kicker.

Eleven area players were named to the
all-district second teams, including four
from Ross, two each from Clyde and Oak
Harbor, and one each from Margaretta,
Genoa and Woodmore.

Ross is represented on the Class AAA
second teams by senior Chris Simmons as
a linebacker, senior Jim Kline as a
defensive tackle, junior Dave Kovaleski as
a defensive end and junior John Lozano as
adefensive back.

On the Class AA second teams, Clyde
has senior Rick Harrah at running back
and senior Tom Albright at linebacker,
Oak Harbor has senior Dennis Jensen at
offensive tackle and senior Mike Grodi at
defensive tackle, Margaretta has senior
Jim Bodey at defensive back, and Genoa
has senior Rob Welch at defensive end

And on the Class A second team,
Woodmore has senior Trent Rothert at
defensive tackle.

lof‘omplele all-district listings are on page DAVID WEIRICH AARON KROMER DENNIS HAY




SPECIAL AWARD winners for the Ross football

team are, left to right, front row: Mark Nitschke,
Scott Cross, Micah Jones, Steve Letzring, Todd

Isaman named

Derek Isaman was named the most valuable
player of the Ross Little Giants football team during
the football phase of the Ross Fall Sports Awards
Programs Monday.

Last Tuesday, members of the girls tennis, boys
and girls cross country, volleyball and golf teams
were honored.

Isaman, the Associated Press (AP) Northwest
Ohio lineman of the year, was also named the team’s
most valuable defensive back. In the AP voting,
linebackers were considered defensive linemen. The
Ross defensive back voting was comprised of
outside linebackers and defensive backs.

The Little Giants MVP also received a captain’s
award along with co-captain Scott Cross from Coach
Pete Moore.

During the season, Isaman led Ross with 59
tackles and added 48 assists while causing three
fumbles and trapping the passer three times. He
also intercepted tw ) passes. Offenviely, the 6-4, 200-
pounder, graded out at 90 per cent while playing
wingback and tight end. He caught a team high 13
passes for 167 yards, one touchdown and a two-point
conversion.

Chris Simmons, who doubled as an outside
linebacker and tailback, won the most valuable
offensive back honor. Simmons rushed for 704 yards
on 145 carries (4.9 per carry) and seven touchdowns.
Healsocaughtslxpmforsoynds.

Guard Mark Nitschke, a two-year starter, was
given the most valuable offensive lineman. The 180-

senior helped the Little Giants gain nearly
1,700 yards rushing during the season while grading
out at 89.5 per cent.

Cnlguowwummedmmm'swpddenﬂve
lineman. Defensive linemen and inside 1
were considered for the honor.
tackles, 56 assists, a pass interception, recovered a
fumble, caused a fumble and was credited with

trapping the passer once.

The most improved awards went to senior
defunlvellnanln.llml(lhnmdjmhrdfemlve
uekleDnnGm.Klmhadﬂucﬂelmso
m‘mnmmumw
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Beatty and Derek Isaman; back row: Craig
Mosser, Chris Simmons, Jim Kline, Shawn
McCarthy, Dan Gangwer and Troy Laird.

Ross grid MVP

three fumbles to go along with trapping the passer 11
times. Offensive tackle Gangwer graded out at 83
per cent effectiveness for the season.

The most valuable sophomores were Micah Jones,
a defensive lineman and running back Steve
Letzring. Jones, a defensive lineman, scored a
touchdown on a fumble recovery while seeing
limited varsity action. Running back Letzring ran
for 287 yards on 66 efforts (4.2) and scored one
touchdown.-

Senior quarterback Troy Laird was named as the
team’s “True Grit”. The award is given by the
Sandusky County YMCA Y’s Men’s Club.

In letter awards, three received third year honors:
senior Isaman, Simmons and Mike Bobay.

Bobay ended his Ross career by participating in
557 offensive plays, tying him for the top spot in that
area with quarterback Shawn McCarthy, while
grading out at nearly 80 per cent.

In other awards, McCarthy and Todd Beatty were
presented with placques for being The News-
Messenger players of the week for the third and
ninth week of the seasons.

Following are the letter award winners by
classes:

Seniors
Third: Derek Isaman, Chris Simmons and Mike

Bobay.

Second: Todd Beatty, Scott Cross, Craig Mosser,
Mark Nitschke and Kris Smith.

First: Ryan Brant, Karl Bury, Bob Carmel, Andy
Chambers, Jeff Derhammer, Jeff Geller, Dave
Growel, Todd Hasselbach, Jim Kline, Troy Laird,
Doug McClure, Chuck Mamula and T.J. Winans.

Juniors

Second: Shawn McCarthy.

First: Kyle Amor, Ryan Bliss, John Coleman,
Gregg Gallagher, Dan Gangwer, Kevin Hively,
Dave Kovaleski, John Lozano, Shay Moran and
George Weissinger.

m: Jim Carroll, Micah Jones, Steve Letzring
lng.lerry Palomo.



Isaman named

‘AAA’ all-state

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —
Mark Kamphaus and D’Juan
Francisco, a pair of record-
shattering Cincinnati Moeller
performers, are The Associated
Press’ Co-Backs of the Year in
Ohio Class AAA high school
football.

Brent White of Dayton Stebbins
is the Class AAA Ohio Lineman of
the Year and Dick Cromwell, who
guided St. Francis to Toledo's
first big-school playoff crown, is
the Class AAA State Coach of the
Year.

Derek Isaman, Fremont Ross’s
6-3, 205-pound senior standout,
was named to the Class AAA first-
team defense as a linebacker.
Earlier this month, Isaman was
named All-Northwest Ohio
Lineman of the Year and the
Buckeye Conference Defensive
Player of the Year.

The all-state selections were
made on the recommendations of
a state panel of sports writers and
broadcasters.

Kamphaus, a 6-foot-3, 190-pound
senior quarterback, broke nine
Moeller passing records in his
two-year career. He completed 61
percent of his passes for 3,622
yards and 41 touchdowns in 1983
and 1984, leading the Crusaders to
the AP’'s Class AAA state poll
championship both times.

This season Kamphaus
completed 135 of 198 passes for
1,947 yards and 27 touchdowns,
throwing just two interceptions.

Francisco, a 5-11, 185-pound
senior tailback, averaged 7.6
yards per rush in three seasons,
piling up 4,062 yards and 376
points and 62 touchdowns in his
career. He is the brother of the
AP's Class AAA State Back of the
year in 1982, Hiawatha Francisco,
now at Notre Dame.

The younger Francisco’s
touchdown, point and rushing

DEREK ISAMAN

totals are all Moeller records.

D’Juan Francisco and Mike
Sullivan of Mentor Lake Catholic
are the only players to make the
AP’s Class AAA all-state first
teams in both 1983 and 1984.

White, a 6-5, 229-pound senior -
also sought by the nation's major
colleges, is a two-time Ohio
Southwestern District selection.

Cromwell, 37, led St. Francis to
the Division I state playoff crown
Sunday with a 17-14 verdict over
North Canton Hoover. The
Knights were 12-1-0 this fall (with
their only loss coming to Fremont
Ross 14-13 in the third week of the
season) and are 52-15-1 in
Cromwell’s six seasons.

Cromwell also coached the
Toledo school into the Division 11
playoffs in 1980 and 1982, losing in
the state title game two years ago
to Youngstown Mooney 12-0.

Moeller dominated the first-
team All-Ohioans with five
selections.



