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Ross descends on BGSU

Giants only
team to take
all 7 players

By MICHAEL PIDANICK
Staft writer

Fremont Ross senior Pete
Scranton is glad his team-
mates will be rooting him in
Bowling Green this weekend,
to reach the state
tournament for the first time.

He's even happier they’ll
all be there )

The Little Giants sent all
seven players — three singles

players and two doubles
w—tothebmtmldb-
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Friday: Scranton favored to
advance to state.

one there to help me 5

Scranton was e
roll thro
sectional

day, and heduﬁ losing onl:
two games all weemien!
And while it is not a sur-

rise that any of the Little

iants advanced to the dis-
trict round, it is rather
amazing that all seven
Ross players made it. It is
believed to be the first time
in Ross history that has
been accomplished.

“That was great,” said sin-
gles player Zimmer. “1

el of o el

ore,

It's nggywnurh::ﬁ to send

everybody. We really clean-
ed it up.

“Even if we lose, it's not a

0
loss. We all got to district

and that's a t accom-
plishment, of us being

* there as a team is going to

be fun. I don't think any of
the other teams are all going
to be there.”

Ross is the only school in
Northwest Ohio to pull off
such a feat.

“It's amazing,” said dou-
bles player Mike Moxley.

See ROSS, B3

Ross tennis players and their records
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MILLER
255

ECKERT
264
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Ross sends seven to district meet

Continued from B1

“I've never heard of any team
g‘og - by even Sti. John's

. Francis, making it to dis-
tricts as a team.”

Scranton finished first at the
sectional, as expected. Buck
Young was third and Mike Zim-
mer was fourth, The first singles
team of Marc Brough and Mox-
ley took second and the first dou-
bles team of Paul Eckert and
Ausltin hg:lleer claimed third,

“It's been a nice capper to
their four years of temﬁ?”esaid
Ross coach Rick LaFountain,
“To see all of them make dis-
tricts, it’s a nice reward for all
the hard work they put in for
four years.”

It was sweet redemption for
the Little Giants, who lost the
Great Lakes League tournament
on a tiebreaker to rival Findlay,
The Trojans beat the Little Gi-
ants 3-2 during regular-season
action, marking the first loss for
the five Ross seniors.

“Sending our whole team to
districts is the contrast to losing
GLL,” said Eckert. “We did tie,
but that's not as good as win-
ning. If we do what we expect we
can do, we’ll be all right.”

The Little Giants won all 14
matches they played in Friday’s
sectional action, which guaran-
teed them a spot in the semifinal
and an automatic bid in the dis-
trict tournament.

Young was the only one of the
seven to need a third set. After a
fairly easy 6-3 first-set win in his
match against Mansfield Se-
nior’s Eric Peffley, he let the
second one slimay and lost 7-
5, forcing a third and deciding
set.

“It was a tight match,” said
Youn% “I remember going into
that third set thinking what it
would be like to be the only one
that didn’t make it. So it of
drove me to win."

Young cruised in the third set,

6-0.

He will have a tough test in his
first match, on foreign ex-
change student Cisco Villar, who
beat Scranton earlier this sea-
son.

“I'm in a pretty tough brack-
et,” said Young, who has also
participated on Ross’s state-
qualifying 200 medley relay
swimming team. “So I don’t
know how it’s going to go. I'm
just oingain to play my hardest.
I'm Iust ppy I made it.”

Like Young, Zimmer has a
tough opener, facing Brian Don-
aldson of Toledo St. John's. And
like Zimmer, he's entering with
a nothing-to-lose attitude.

“I'm going to have to play at
the top of my game,” said Zim-
mer. “If I can play my toughest
I k'lr.xl(‘)w {)can do well.”

e biggest surprises were
pulled tl)gff by Moxley and
Brough, who knocked off the No.
zla No. 3 seeds at the section-
al.

“We were focused going in
against the two-seed,” Brough
said. “Against the three-seed, we
were a little more relaxed be-
cause we knew he had the dis-
trict already. It was a great
match; both teams played tough,

but we came out with the win.”
cetlly, eaning s team AL
recently, t team All-
Great Lakes League honors two
weekends m and has won 25 of
the 28 ma they've played to-
O s beas puling srprise

“We've surp!
off the whole season, especiall
at sectional,” Moxley said.
“That was just exciting. our
assistant (athletic) director, Mr.
(Bob) Knapp, put it, we've taken
our game to a whole new level.”

The team has a shot at doing
some damage at state. LaFoun-
tain said Moxley and Brough
have a realistic shot at reaching
the semifinals, meaning one win
in their final two matches would
result in a state berth.

Moxley said the team is enter-
ing with a “serious but fun” atti-
tude.

“We're just going to play our
best and see what happens,” he
said. “I'm not saying we’re mak-
ing it to state or anything. But
we've got one of best draws pos-
sible. We could make it to the
second day (semifinals). That
would be quite an honor.”

Miller and Eckert, who have
only lost twice as a team this
season, open against Blake Fil-
lion and Chris Weiss of
Southview. Miller said he hopes
they can continue the winning
ways.

“We're excited to get there,”
Miller said. “I hope Paul and I
can play well, we've been play-

YOU WON'T

BELIEVE IT!!

ing well throughout the year. 1
t:ﬁ'nk we can get pretty far. It de-
pends on how many mistakes we
make and how much we want it
more than the other players.”

Scranton has the best chance
to reach state as he p for
his fourth district tournament.
He is widely considered the sec-
ond best player in the district,
behind Ross Wilson of St. Fran-
cis, and he wouldn’t meet Wilson
until the district final after a
state berth had been clinched.

Young will take the court at 9:30
a.m., and Scranton and Zimmer
will play one hour later. Doubles
action starts at 11:45 a.m.

The semifinals are at 9:50 a.m.
and the finals at 11:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday.
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Scranton
confident
he’ll make
it to state -

Many of the tennis
participating in today's
sion1 tournament will
be so nervous they'll barely

be able to think, breathe or
tennis.

there
I'm going be them 0 and 0, and
if I lose, I go to college and I'll
never see again.

“Hopefully, I can intimidate
players so they feel the
nerves. At districts, you have
:?\e play your b?tmw;‘mis from

beginning, you start
beating players badly, it's al-
ways in the back of their
0 h's playing wel What
al e’s p wel it
do I have to &’omé

The top three placers in
each d.istrict advance to the
state tournament next week-
end at Ohio State University.
Scranton is considered by
many to be the second-best
Division I player at the dis-
trict behind Ross Wilson of
Toledo St. Francis.

“Petehnsasgoodashotas
ever,” said Ross coach Rick
LaFountain. “He’s probably
the second- or third-best play-
er, whether or not he plays
that way remains to be seen.
If you don’t play well at dis-
tricts, you can get beat by
anybody. You've got 16 real
good yers If you don't play

L 're going
to go home You have to play
fantastic.”

Scranton enters the tourna-
ment with a 264 record, and
has beaten everyone on his side
of the bracket at least once be-
fore. But after three near-miss-
es, Scranton said he isn't tak-
ing anything for granted.

“I'm not going into it ex-
pecting to win, because I
don’t want to be disappoint-
ed,” Scranton said. “But if 1
don’t make it this year, I have
no one to blame but myself.
This year, I am best player in
my draw, so I will go to state.

“It’s nice to see I've beaten
everyone on my side of the
draw at least once before.
That doesn’t mean they can’t
come out and beat me.

K ve beaten four players,
so that means they can win
matches. But they’re not go-
ing to win one on Friday or
Saturday. The big thing to re-
member is that I'm better,
a;d 1 hagees to comtla{ out and
play my best game. Hopefully
my best game will be there
when I need it to be, and if it
mlwonthaveanyprob 2

Scranton
reaches
first state
tourney

News-Messenger reports

Fremont Ross senior Pete
Seranton will end his career
at the ultimate showcase for
high school tennis.

Scranton took second Satur-
day at the Division I district
tournament at Bowling Green
State University and earned
his first career trip to the state
tournament.

‘He will face Billy Pfaffinger,
a junior at Dublin Coffman,
Friday at Ohio State Universi-

“It’s a great
way to end
his career.”

According SCRANTON
to LaFoun-
tain, Scranton is the first Lit-
tle Giant in nearly 30 years to
reach the boys state tennis
tourney. Ross senior Ainsley
Watkins reached the girls
state meet last fall.

The top three players at
each district qualify for state,
so when Scranton beat Brian
Donaldson of Toledo St.
John's in his first match Sat-
urday, he earned his bid. He
was beaten 6-0, 7-5 in the fi-
nals by St. Francis sopho-
more Ross Wilson.

“Pete had nothing to lose in
that match,” LaFountain said.
“Wilson came out playing un-
believable tennis. He was hit-
ting winners all over the
place, right down the lines, he
was hitting first serves. Pete
hung in there, and after the
first nine games, it was pret-
ty even.”

Scranton failed to reach
state in his first three district
tournament appearances.

Donaldson was beaten by
Lima Senior’s T.J. Williams
in the third-place match 6-4,
7-5.

The Little Giants will host a
tough St. John's team today in
the Ohio Tennis Coaches As-
sociation tournament.

“St. John’s is real good,”
said LaFountain. “They can
one up you at every spot, ex-
cept maybe Pete.”




