1984-1985 Season Review



THE ROSS basketball team members are, front
row, from left to right: Stacy Johnson, Stan
Newell, Karl Bury, Gregg Gallagher and Chris
Simmons; back row, from I|-r: assistant coach

Chuck Lindsey, head coach John Sawyer, Scott
Weber, Dave Kovaleski, Greg Bender, Mark
Miesle, Pat Hetrick and assistant coach Brian
Wilch. Missing from photo is Shawn McCarthy.

It will all begin at home
for the Ross hoop squad

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

If there is no place like home, then John Sawyer
will be smiling early and often as Fremont Ross
opens its basketball season Friday.

The Little Giants will play their first four
games and eight of the first 10 in the friendly
confines of the Ross pillbox. Only eight times this
season will the Little Giants tread on foreign
courts.

With that intangible advantage, Sawyer feels
that he has few more intangibles that will help the
Little Giants improve on a 9-14 season of a year

ago.

““The attitude and the kids are playing with a lot
more intensity and confidence,”” he said as*he
described and early season strength of his team.
He then clicked off a couple of other areas where
he feels his team has made strides forward.

“In defense,’” he began, ‘‘our half-court and our
presses have improved. Offensively, we are also
passing better and have shown the ability to get
the ball inside. We had a lot of trouble doing that
last season.”

Sawyer, who has a 26-41 record in his three
seasons at Ross, also said that unlike last season,
he has been keeping a starting five intact both in
scrimmages and in practices.

“That seems to be making the kids more
comfortable with each other,” Sawyer said.
“Last season, it seemed like we had 25 different
lineups in 20 games.”

At the present, Sawyer is staying with this five:
Greg Bender and Mark Miesle at the wings, Dave
Kovaleski and Tracy Johnson at the low post slots
and Karl Bury at the point. Bender and Johnson
could flip-flop positions occasionally.

He quickly pointed out that the lineup could
change sometime as dictated by injury or the
emergence of other players but that he would
stick with this five in the early portion of the
season.

Bender, a 6-5 two-year letterman and a first-
team All-Buckeye Conference performer in the
1984-84 season, quietly became the single season
point leader for Ross last season, scoring 458 for
better than a 19-point average. He is the main cog
in the Ross machine. If there is anything missing
from Bender's game, Sawyer said it could be his
reluctance to ‘‘free lance.”

*‘Sure, I'd like to see him ‘shake and bake’ or do
things on his own more,”’ Sawyer said, ‘‘but Greg
is very team oriented and he looks for the open
man all the time.”

Kovaleski, 6-3, and Johnson, 6-2, are juniors

while Miesle, 6-3, is a two-year letterman. Bury is
a5-11 senior.

Backing up that five will be two-year letterman
Chris Simmons and 6-8 junior Shawn McCarthy at
the low post slots. Simmons has been hampered
by an ankle injury while McCarthy has been
struggling with by sore big toe. Both were spot
starters last season.

Simmons, while a starter as a sophomore,
played well coming off the bench last season. As
he works himself back into shape, he may fill that
mode again although Sawyer said he could crack
the starting lineup sometime during the season.
The same goes for McCarthy.

At the wings, juniors Gregg Gallagher and Pat
Hetrick are the first subs. Both have played well
in scrimages while Hetrick has been shooting
exceptionally well. Hetrick is 6-2 and Gallagher 5-
10.

Sophomore John Cahill has been a pleasant
surprise for Sawyer. The Ross coach had
expected the 6-3 Cahill to be at the junior varsity
level at the beginning of the season but he is now
pushing Bury for the point guard spot.

**He has looked good at the wing, too, and he
can handle the point,” Sawyer said about Cahill.

The point man in the Ross offense is the
‘‘quarterback,”’ starting most of the plays.

Another junior, Stan Newell, did not play
basketball as a sophomore and the lack of
experience has shown. Still, Newell's quickness
could be a weapon for Sawyer.

‘‘He will probably play a couple of quarters on
the JV team,”’ the Ross coach explained, *‘and we
may use him on the varsity level especially on the

press.

Defensively, Sawyer said he feels this Ross
team has enough quickness to allow hime to use
the man-to-man defense. In the past couple of
years, Ross has been almost exclusively a zone
defense team.

As for the Buckeye Conference race, Sawyer
rates Elyria as the team to beat, expecially since
Eric Vickers, an All-Buckeye Conference
performer for Findlay last season, has moved to
the home of the Pioneers. He also said that
Admiral King, as usual, would be in the race.

“‘After that, I feel it is a wide open race,”
Sawyer said and then added, ‘‘as a team we have
as a goal to be the first Ross team to win a
Buckeye Conference title but we will have to be
ready to play every game. We cannot play three
good quarters and then fold in the fourth.”

Ross will host Perkins Friday and then take on
Port Clinton Saturday. The junior varsity games
both nights begin at 6:30 p.m. each night.
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DAVE KOVALESKI of Ross goes
up for two of his dozen points.

Jdlll Sawyer could have tried
but he pnbcbly could no( have
written a better script for the
debut of his Ross High School
basketball team.

) in the director’s
chair, manuevered his team
around outmanned Perkins 56-33
in front of a near standing room
only crowd at the Ross High gym.

Perkins entered the game with
a spotless record after two
games. This evening, Ross will
have another shot at knocking off

an unbeaten team when Port Clin-
ton, 2-0, visits Fremont.

“l think we accomplished a
lot,”” Sawyer said. ““We got to play
alotolpeopleu\dwmullked is

we started to go to the bench
wllh five minutes to go in the first
half, we were up by 10 but by the
halftime, we a 12-point lead.

*“The kids came in off the bench

wanuu to play and they played
vell Sawyer said and

added, 1 think this year we nlve
kids comlnl off the bench who
want toplay.”

Ross got 16 points Iu lutmltulel
with Chris Simmons' six toppl
lhal mlmmt Perldns subs dld

Rou !nlled only once — 20 —
and after the game had been tied
twice, grabbed an 8-6 lead on Karl
Bury's soft jumper from the right
of the foul line. Mark Miesle hit
another and Dave Kovaleski
dumped in two buckets for a 14-6
Little Giants advantage.

Perkins got back to a 14-8 deficit
but that was as close as the Pi-
rates were to get the remainder of

me.

The biggest lead of the night
was the final margin.

The Little Giants had a big
height advantage as Sawyer
pointed out, “When we got the
lead, there was no way that they
could come back.”

Three Ross. playen hit double
Bl Kennedy  1IBUres and eight of the 10 ':ldl

played, scored. Greg Bender
16 with Kowaleski finishing with a
dozen and Miesle 10.

e

Bury dished out 10 assists from
his point guard slot and 6-8 junior
abbed nine
d a 37-29 lead
department. McCarthy
came off the bench to add three
blocled shots to his rebounding
and the way he played
brou‘hl a grin and a prediciton
from Sawyer.

““McCarthy could be the differ-
ence against Port Clinton,” he
said. *“They match up pretty well
against us otherwise but if he
plays with the same intensity that
he played tonight, it will be a

Sawyer was able to rest his

squad by lnumlng players in and
wl frequently from the secon
quarter on. Defensively, Sawyer
was able use a man-to-man de-
fense with his starting five of
Bury, Bender, Miesle, Kowaleski
and Stacy Johnson before revert-
ing to a 2-3 zone when he began
subbing.

He said that he would stick with
that lineup against Port Clinton.

Kowaleski muscled in four of
five shots in the first quarter to
get Ross off to an 18-8 start. To go
with his dozen point, the 6-3 junior
grabbed eight rebounds.

Miesle matched that rebound-
ing figure while Bender had six.

Bender, Ross's leading scorer
from last season, played approxi-
mately 18 of the 32 minutes.

In game statistics, Ross was 25
of 49 from the floor and com-
mitted 14 turnovers. The Little Gi-
ants’ defense limited Perkins to 14
of 54 shots and caused a dozen
turnovers.

Tmnklng back, Sawyer pointed
out the way the fans responded to
his team. ‘‘We have been working
to get the fans more involved," he
said, “‘and they did tonight. They
stood until we scored our first
point and sort of surprised me.""

That took a minute and 45 sec-
onds but for Sawyer the director,
ree throws

wi it two
for Ross's first points of the sea-
son, it set everything else up to
come off right on cue.

GREG BENDER of Fremont Ross uses his left
hand to grab a rebound Friday night against

Ross rips Pirates™56-33 in season debut

Seript just right to set up
clash with Port Clinton

Nows-Mossenger/Bill Kennedy
Sandusky Perkins at the Ross High School gym
Bender had six rebounds in the opening night win.

Little Giant Greg Bender facing ‘year of proving’

By BOB MARKER
News-Messanger Sports Editor
Thll is the season where Greg Bender proves his

T‘he 6-5 Ross High School senior began his final
basketball season for the Little Giants last night,
getting off to a rolling start toward answering that

‘This season he will face...

*Bringing Ross back from a 9-14 season while
trying to assume the role of the team's leader.

Ross a shot at winning its first Buckeye

Conference championship.

*Proving to college recruits how well he can play.

*Being right in deciding not llm a letter-of-intent
to phy for a particular lege during the

nuuie alunerﬂmhe‘ulnd into the Ross
High School gym as a 6-4 sophomore, quietly set a
wemmmmmmmwnue
mnl nearly 20 points last season. ranks
in all-time Ross scoring with 750 lralllng

Jim Davis' 814 set in the early 1960s.
‘ly main pul this year,” Bender began, “is to
help win the Buckeye Conference. We have

never done that before and that is my top priority."

Bender says he has no rertu about the
possibility of facing a deluge of recruiting calls

the season.

“1 felt it would be best to wait,” Bender, who
carries a 3.2 grade point average, said. "'l was not
seriously considering nlpnng urly 1 wanted to
wait to make the right deci

He would not say wmen tchools are actively
recnlmn' Mm but it is known that several Division

. Bender admitted that a
m final leuon would send his stock upwards.

“1 really do not know where I am going to
school,” he insisted, “‘but I will say I like warm

While being recruited by colleges is becoming old
news to Bender, recruiting was a word that dropped
him into a mild eonuweny last season. A rumor
flying around the northwest Ohio area had Bender
on‘:n his way to Willard but that was unfounded he

“That was a big surprise to me,” he explained.
““That never happened. I was not approached by
anyone to go anywhere. I heard talk like that from
other coaches but | was never personally contacted.

“Actually, it was a weird feeling just having
people say that; it hit me like a bombshell.’

The son of Kermit and Wilma Bender, 3007 W
Hayes Ave., Bender has been playing basketball
since the fifth grade but roundball was not his first
love.

‘“‘Baseball was my sport,”’ he said, “'but I started
tolike basketball when I got into the eighth grade.™

“1 like basketball because you are always active
in it and you can work on it by yourself where in
baseball or football, you have to have three or four
guys to really work at it,”" Bender said.

He works on his game nearly three hours a day
and during the summer, he went to two highly
lauded camps: the B/C in Indiana and the Blue Chip
Camp in Louisville, Ky. He made the third all-star
team in the Hoosier camp and was a first teamer at
Louisville.

“The B/C Camp had more quality players,’
Bender described. ‘‘More than half of those guys
will be playing college ball I feel. The Louisville
camp had good pllyers but there was not as much
talent as the B/C one.

One of the charter members of Ross's Phi
Slamma Jamma fraternity, a club created by Ross

Junior varsity Coach Brian Wilch for players who
can dunk the ball, Bender said he does not
intentially go for the showy two-pointer.

1 look for the dunk if we need a lift,”” he said
*“The shot does two things — fires up you team and
the crowd — but I will not dunk a ball if we are up 20
points or so because I don't want to risk being
undercut.”

Don’t get Bender wrong, he is not a showboat. In
fact, one of the chief criticisms that Ross Coach
John Sawyer has for him is that he does not ‘‘shake
and bake (free lance)"’ enough.

‘I probably should free lance more,” he said,
‘and this year I probably can because we have the
right chemistry on our team where I can do that.
But I don’t care how much I score.

“If the coach wants me to play defense against a
team’s best player and I score two points and we
win, that is fine with me. I will do whatever it takes
for us to win the game.""

“If 1 have to sacrifice scoring for winning, I don't
think it will be a problem,” he smilled and then
concluded, *'I hope that [ will have a chance to see it
is a problem."
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Johnson’s defense helps Ross

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor
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buckets midway through the
second quarter to give the

Redskins their biggest lead at 22-

16 but Bender hit a trio of buckets
and Miesle added two more plus a
free throw to cut the Port Clinton
lead to one at the rest stop.

Ross raced to its biggest lead of
five points on two occasions in the
third quarter. After taking a 40-35
lead on Dave Kovaleski's rebound
bucket, Ross turned cold and did
not score in the final minute of the
third quarter and the first two
minutes of the second quarter.

By that time, Port Clinton had
rolled off eight unanwered points
for a 43-40 lead.

“That’s where we could have
panicked,” Sawyer admitted as
he thought back to where his team
had folded in such situations in
. “That was the

opple PC

free throws to ice the game.

“Down toward the end, Bender
asserted himself,”” Port Clinton
Coach Tom Bodager pointed out.
““He got that key offensive
rebound and put it up and in.”

Bodager said he felt the key for
his team was a pair of one-and-
one free throws late in the game.
Lorensen missed at 3:43 and the
Redskins up 47-46 and Colston
missed 40 seconds later with the
Redskin still ahead 49-48.

The Redskins' coach called the
game “well played” by both
teams and said he was pleased
with his team’s play.

“I know the kids are down now
but I am pleased with them."

Sawyer pointed out that the win

-was the first over Port Clinton for

this crop of seniors. He pointed
out that he felt the game had
developed into a good
neighborhood rivalry.

He also said the win was
crucial, proving that his team
could win back-to-back on a
double-game weekend.

“ felt if we had lost, we would
be right back where we had been
last year,” Sawyer said but he
was interrupted by his assistant

Chuck Lindsey.

“But ‘last year’ are two words
that are not in our vocabulary this
year,” Lindsey smiled.

- Bender

Port Clinton was 18 of 41, just
six of only 17 second half shots
and 16 of 27 at the line. The
Redskins had 15 turnovers, one
more than Ross.

-



High school

Boys

Ross 56, Port Clinton 52

Score
Port Clinton "-lz' 16 11 13-52
Ross 10 17 13 1656

PORT CLINTON — Paul Colston 6-7-19, Todd
Heslet 3-1-7, HowarS5d Walters 168, Eric
F:gmm 204, Randi Lorensen 6-2-14, totals 18-
1

l(.' - Greg Bender 11-2-24, Dave Kovaleski
2-2-6, Stacy Johnson 1-0-2, Mark Miesle 10-1-21,
:(-;.rl Bury 0-2-2, Shawn McCarthy 0-1-1, totals 24-
séuon records: Ross 2-0, Port Clinton 2-1.

Ross JVs 44, P. Clinton 30

Score by quarters
Port Clinton w 12 5 8 5-3
Ross 109 9 16—

PORT CLINTON — Jefl Below 2-1-5, Barry
Millinger 3-2-8, Jim Zibert 204, Keith Ballard 2-
04, Tom Sheppard 3-1-7, Steve Nissen 0-2-2,
totals 12-6-30.

ROSS — Scott Weber 1-2-4, Stan Newell 000,
Kevin Brooks 3-4-10, Manoah Jones 0-1-1, Kevin
McDonald 90-18, Chris Mosser 2-1-5, John
Stierwalt 3-0-6, totals 18-8-44.

Season records: Ross 20, Port Clinton 0-3.



Unbeaten Little Giants prepare
to take their toughest test so far

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

It's an wunusual situation at
Ross.

The Little Giants boys
basketball team is 2-0, the first

can hit from 20 to 25 feet out.
“Leonard Braxton is only 56
but he plays out on the point and
he is not bad. He is quick and he
open

“I wish that I could have gotten
Gallagher (Gregg) and Hetrick
(Pat) into the game more on
Saturday but it just didn't work
wt."

Despite that, Sawyer lauded the
latter two for their play in
practice.

“They, along with the other
push the first five.



Ross holds off
Rogers 62-57

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Greg Bender was in the
spotlight but the Ross star's
supporting cast drew its share of
applause Saturday as the Little
Giants rolled to their third high
school basketball win.

The unbeaten Little Giants put
away Toledo Rogers 62-57 in a
game in which Ross had easily
built up as much as a 13-point lead
in the second half.

Bender drew center stage in the
third quarter when he scored his
18th point to break the Ross
career scoring record of 814 set by
Jim Davis and which had stood
for 21 years. He finished with 26
points and now has 824 points in
his two plus seasons for the Little
Giants.

While Bender drew cries of
“Bender, Bender, Bender,” from
the near capacity crowd, Shawn
McCarthy and Karl Bury drew
rave reviews.

McCarthy, making his first
start this season, mystified
Rogers Coach Mike Kearney.

“Where was that guy when
Ross played Port Clinton?"’
Kearney asked.

The 68 junior was in the
starting lineup because a death in
the family of regular starter
Stacy Johnson forced him to miss
the game. McCarthy ded
by scoring the first six points of
the game and finishing with 18
points while snagging several key
rebounds down the stretch.

Bury, along with running mate
Mark Miesle, directed Ross's
attack  when the Little Giants
slowed the action down in the final
period. The 5-11 senior had only
four points but the final two
helped stop a rs surge that
had cut the Little Giants' lead
from 42-33 to 42-37 late in the third
quarter.

The second Bury bucket
followed the record-setting shot
by Bender at the 44-second mark
of the third period. His shot from
the line made it 46-37 with six
seconds left in the period.

Bury also drew praise from the
Ross coaching staff for his

ensive play, and for that, he
was named the Little Giants’
“‘defensive player of the week."’

Ross’s biggest lead was 54-41

three minutes into the final

quarter but Rogers cut that down
to 58-55 with 19 seconds remaining
in the game before Bender canned
four free throws in the final
seconds to ice the contest.

“No, we did not slow the game
down too early,” Ross Coach John
Sawyer said. ‘“We wanted to slow
it down and go to the foul line but
we turned the ball over at a rapid
rate there for a while. Still, we got
the right people on the but Mark
(Miesle) did not hit well at the line
tonight but he did well in our four-
corners.”

While Miesle had his troubles at
the line, Bender was perfect in the
final quarter, hitting eight of eight
in that span and finishing with 12
of 12 for the game.

Matching Bender in near
perfection was Rogers’ Fred
King, who will attend the
University of Toledo next fall.
King, a 6-4 senior, canned 10 of-15
shots and was five of five at the
line to lead the Rams with 25
points. The Rogers scoring
leader, however, was held
scoreless in the third period.

‘“‘Defensively,’’ Sawyer
praised, “we did a good job at
taking away the baseline. It was
our best inside game we have had
defensively.”

Sawyer said the Rams
compared with Buckeye
Conference teams.

“They are a pretty good ball
club,” he began, ‘‘they were good
shooters, they were quick and
they pressed. They are very
comparable to teams in the
conference.

“‘But we handled their pressure
very well,"” the Ross coach added.

Bender and McCarthy were the
only Little Giants in double
figures. Dave Kovaleski got into
foul problems early and finished
with six points while Miesle
finished with five. Leonard
Braxton, a 5-6 Rogers senior, was
a nemesis for Ross, scoring 16
points on high, arching jumpers
from the top of the key but he was
the only other Ram to reach
double figures.

Ross was 23 off 44 from the floor
including 11 of 18 in the second
half. Rogers was 23 of 54 with 14 of
26 in the final 16 minutes. Rogers
outrebounded Ross 30-28 but had
19 turnover, three more than the
Little Giants.

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy
CHRIS SIMMONS has his eyes on the ball as he goes up for a
gel’)'our'\d during second quarter action Saturday at Ross High
chool.
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Bender is Ross’s new scoring king

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Jim Davis did not realize until a
year later that he had set a record
that would stand for 21 Ross High
School basketball seasons.

Davis, 40, a Ross graduate in
1963, did not know that he had set
the Ross boys basketball career
scoring record until a year after
he had gotten out of school.

“It surprises me that it lasted
this long,” Davis said after
watching Greg Bender shatter his
Ross career scoring record of 814
points.

-

o &
GREG BENDER receives the game ball from The ceremony took place between the third and

former Ross career points lead Jim Davis. In the
center is Ross Athletic Director Dick Sherman.

week when he read it in The
News-Messenger.

“l had not thought about it

being broken before that,” Davis

out, “but during the game

<t y, I was rooting for him to

Davis disclosed that it was not
the first time that he had come in
contact with the new Ross scoring
champion. He had met him before
he him with the game

but he said that Bender may
remember it.

High School.

1 was on a city league team for
years and we scrimmaged
against him when he was a

re; it was just a pickup
game,” Davis said. “I could see
then that he was going to be a
pretty good ball player.”

Bender, while pointing out that
not much was said during the
brief ceremony between quarters,
said that he felt no pressure while
closing in on the record.

“l knew that it would come
sooner or later,” he said, ““but I

fourth quarters of the Saturday game at Ross

am glad that it's over with now."””

He added that the stop between
quarters bothered him a little.

“I wish that we could have done
that after the game but the people
deserved to see it and it was great
to have that many people here
tonight,”” Bender said.

The next record in sight for
Bender his his single season mark
of 458 points set last season. The
single game scoring mark for
Ross is 43 points by John Level set
in 1958.






Little Giants roll past Presidents 85-59

Nows Messanger/Bill Kennedy
SHAWN McCARTHY of Ross searches for the open man during
first-half play in the Little Giants' lopsided victory over the Marion
Harding Presidents Friday night

By BOB MARKER
-v.——

cruised to an euy 85-59
Bucleye Conference basketball
victory Friday nwn at Ross Hln
School and in
Little Giants eamed a hnrd ume
at pucuce next week.

Theyh.dheuerberudy(or.
hard week of practice,” Ross
Coach John Sawyer warned but
he was not . Instead he
wants to pmenl a bad habit
belou it gets sta

“We had a bad week of prncuce
last week,"” Sawyer said, “and we
cannot continue to do that. They
cannot get the idea that they can
have a bad week of practice and
expect to play well on Friday and
Saturday.

““We have two games next week
but that does not mean it will be
an easy week of practice.”

Ross, 4-0 and off to its best start
in nearly two decades, will hit the
road for the first time this season
Friday, taking on the Steelmen at
Lorain Senior before returning
home Saturday to host Findlay.

The Little Giants followed up
the bad week of practice with a
great game against the
Presidents. Ross dominated
every facet of the game, rolling
out to as much as a 28-point lead
in the second half. In the first
three quarters, the Little Giants
hit 27 of 41 shots before
succumbing to the helter-skelter
mop-up action in the final eight
minutes.

Ross finished with 33 of 64 from
the floor, grabbed 51 rebounds, 22
more than Harding, and had four
players in double figures as every
player that Sawyer shuffled into
the lineup scored.

Shawn McCarthy hit nine of 11
shots for 18 points, grabbed six
rebounds and blocked four shots
for the Little Giants. Greg Bender
was six of nine while getting 16
points and a game high 14
rebounds for Ross while Dave
Kovaleski dropped in 16 and
hauled down eight rebounds while
plnylng a strong defensive game
inside.

Kovaleski's defensive efforts
earned him the * delenslve player
of the game"’ hono!

Mark mesle wn the fourth
Little Giant in double figures with
a dozen and hauled down five
rebound:

s.
“The only negative thing,"
Sawyer said, “'is we fouled them

DAVE KOVALESKI goes up for a shot during action Friday night against Marion Harding at Ross.

too much. There was no reason
for many of the fouls; we were not
moving our feet and we created
the fouls.”"

Sawyer also was not happy with
his team’s start in the second half.
He called timeout after Harding
had scored the first six points of
the third quarter, cutting Ross’s
sizeable lead to 45-29.

“I brought the starting five over
and told them there were five

other guys on the bench who want
to play,” he recalled. “After that
it got a lot better.

That may have been an
understatement. Ross rolled off
the next nine points and eased to a
64-42 lead at the end of three
quarters.

The biggest challenge that
faced Ross was wiped out in the
first 10 seconds of the game.

Sawyer wanted to take chlrfe
of the game early while
preventing Harding from slipping
into its ball control, deliberate
offense. A McCarthy tip off the
opening jump to Bender and
eventually Bender's tip-in of a
Miesle miss took Harding out of
its game plan early.

By the time Harding hit its first
points, Ross led 6-0 and eased that
up to 14-3 while on its way to a 23-
10 first quarter lead. There was no
need to look back after that.

Ross canned 10 of 14 first

quarter shots, followed that with
nlne of 14 in the second quarter
and eight of 13 in the third. In the

half, the Little Giants took
complete control of the
backboards, grabbing 32
rebounds to Harding's 15.
The only thing detrimental to

News Messenger/Bill Kenpedy

the Little Giants
turnovers and Ross ey
dominated that catego
committing 17, a half dozen
than Harding.

Sawyer said defensively,
game was the worst of the sea
for his team.

“We wanted to hold them
under 40 points,” he admit

'l'ulwuourlul

“1 know if we play defe
against Lorain and Findlay
we did tonight, we will " h)
problems."”

In the junior varsity
Ross rallied from a 25-13 hal
deficit for a 52-39 win.
Glants scored 15
points in the third
out the Harding lead. '

The Ross JVs, 3-1, were led
John Stierwalt" .npomu
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By BOB MARKER room in the final quarter. When the lead  sooner,” Sawyer said, “but we
-.-—n.-‘_ mmmmww&w-n did get into it, the stall hurt them

LORAIN — nuiponha::m forced to wait again. This time, Ross, not the sound Kovaleski scored nine of his 15 in the final
IS e e i g e S B o S .

From the three-minute mark of the final 3
{ata) as Fooman " ihe second time, the wait Was i’ 1:27. remained, the Litte Giants Diayed (L e hold 2csrviont o
nmcg-uw -' @ E “ﬂ‘;“mﬁﬂ Hartman found the mark with 15 seconds rema
s player & Roww's into the bonus situation. Down the foss 10 the game.

starting ::uw was Wmonr the public hit eight straight shots from the charity stripe while Kovaleski's output topped the Little Giants while
mlﬁ-mw M'm' mnnd vm forcing the Steelmen to stand back and watch. Elm mmlm.: boxln‘ndom defense on
the floor, minus the introductions. Dave Kovaleski an outstanding game,” poeaie soorn 14,
two ‘tnil:‘ Mwﬂﬂdmmﬁl:.'“mm“ rm%ww."ﬂu“vﬂmw &kam-lltgwﬂo:‘m‘wmtbnx

After being introduced, Lorain, 1-5, took out boards very well.” one on Bender,” r explained.
Mm:'r’m?om&omgmmm Sawyer was also %mmmn :(lwd ”&ﬁ'ﬁ.‘;‘.ﬁ‘gﬂmﬂm.
tralled Sace, 29, Little Giants were never  Stacy Johnson hauled clutch grab came fense.
able to get much of a cushion from the pesky off a missed free throw and led to Johnson h him."
Steelmen mnmm:-urnm one of two charity tosses to give Ross a 49-42 Ross led 8-6 after the sl

However, Dave Kov: turning the tide The rebound came at the end of the Ross delay. warmed up for a 22-16
toward Ross, the Little Giants began to get 'We wanted to get into the four-corners offense McCarthy scored all six of his poi

A minute into the final quarter, Lorain trimmed
Ross’s lead to 36-34 before Kovaleski took over. His
two free throws gave Ross a four-point lead. Two
Kovaleski buckets sandwiched around a Mark
Miesle jumper put the Little Giants up 44-36.

Two Miesle free throws and another Kovaleski
bucket set up the Ross delay that short-circuited the

Balmert scored 18 to top Lorain, Mike Randle
dropped in 12 and Tony Kruman had 10.

“‘Lorain did a nice job of getting the ball inside to
Balmert,” Sawyer pointed out. *“They also surprised
a. :";l.n .hw well they boxed out and went to the

Ross held a 33-30 edge on the boards while hitting
22 of 52 shots, 12 of 20 in the second half. Lorain was
20 of 51 from the floor. Ross commintted nine
turnovers, three less than the Steelmen.

Tonight, Ross will host Findlay, a 74-41 winner
over Sandusky Friday.

444
Season records: Ross 50 (20), Lorain 1-5(1-3).

Ross JVs 51, Lorain 49 (OT)
Ross m.’m.l.s 9 14 651
Lorain 813 15 9 449

Matt Reed 044,



A first time
for everything

Findlay halts Ross’s winning streak at five
with controversial 49-45 overtime decision

By BOB MARKER
News Messenger Sports Editor

Flndlmlu:ekend

m%mjm. fresh from a 74;;
previously unbea
Friday night, knocked
smyl!ou from the unbeaten ranks
with a controversial 49-45
overtime victory Saturday.

The Buckeye Conference clash
was not a work of art; it was a
work of unmentionable
descriptions of the officiating.

Both coaches were extemely
ot o

erry u
neither cited it as a reason for the
win or loss.

‘‘We had our chance to put them
away early as well as toward the

unbelievable,”’
Roger Renz said.

While officating was raked over
the coals, Sawyer agreed that it

Findlay Coach

““We had our chances,” Sawyer
reaffirmed, “but our offense was

terrible. We had so many
ties to put them away
and did not do it.”

The most glaring failure to put
the Trojans away sadly fell on the
shoulders of junior Stacy
Johnson. With less than 15
seconds remaining in regulation
and the game deadlocked at 43-43,
Johnson got his hand on a Findlay
pass, batted it across the
midcourt line, picked it up,
dribbled to the basket but while
going up with the ball, lost control
and was called for traveling.

That was just one mistake of
many that Sawyer pointed out,
again indicating that Ross should
not have been in the position if the
Little Giants had taken advantage
of the earlier opportinities.

Ross grabbed as much as a
nine-point lead in the -second
uarter but with Chris
gecennuo coming off the bench
to spark a Findlay surge, the

Trojans climbed back into the
game at the half.

In the third quarter, Findlay,
with DeGennaro dropping in six

A g G
'S two free throws

caught Ross at 2929 with 4%
minutes remaining in the third
quarter. Findlay took the lead at
31-29 on buckets by Jim Steffen
and Chad McClellan. When the
Trojans ?ot the lead, Renz
immediately had his team slow

the pace down while attempting to
pull Ross out of a zone defense.

“Ross plays zone defense very
well and we wanted to get them
out of it, so we held it to pull them
out,” Renz said.

Ross never led again, tying the
Trojans twice at 41 and 43, the
score at the end of regulation.

In the extra three minutes, Jon
Irish hit one of two free throws 24
seconds into the session to give
Findlay a 44-43 lead. The Trojans’
advantage climbed to three on
McClellan’s jumper from the foul
line at the 1:08 mark.

With Ross misfiring
offensively, the Trojans began to
nail the coffin lid down tightly.
McClellan hit one of two from the
line and Chris Weaver sealed it
with two more charity tosses with
six second remaining. i

Like Sawyer, Renz agreed that
his team had the opprotunity to
win the game, not earlier but at
the end if it had made its free
throws.

Findlay was just 17 of 31 at the
line while hitting 16 of 49 shots.

Ross was 18 of 48 from the field
and nine of 13 from the line.
Findlay, much to Renz’s pleasant
surprise, stuck with Ross on the
boards while trailing 35-31 in that
department.

Ross committed 21 turnovers
against the pressure Findlay
defense, 11 more than the
Trojans.




Boys

Findlay 49, Ress 45 (OT)
Score by quarters
o §ETE-

totals 18-9-45.
Season records: Ross 51 (2-1), Findlay 44 (2-

2).

Findlay JVs 52, Ross 47

Score by quarters

Findlay 12 8 14 182
Ross 8 9 12 184

FINDLAY — Jim omh-u. Rick Hoffman
1-24, Jeff Denman 10-2, 44-12, Doug
3-1-7, Mark Roynan 4-4- 20-12-52
— Brooks 204, McGee 0-1-1, Manoah
Jones 3-2-8, Scott Weber 1-24, Stierwalt 3-3-9,
McDonald 1-0-2, Mosser 2-1-5, Reed 3-4-10, Stan
Newell 204, totals 17-13-47.
Season records: Ross 4-2, Findlay 5-3.
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GREG BENDER (32) of Fremont Ross is
surrounded in the third quarter by Sandusky

Neows-Messenger/Bill Kennedy
defenders Brian Cooper (44) and Bill Carr (rear)

and an unidentified Blue Streak.

News Messenger Bitl Kennedy

KARL BURY of Ross gets a good look at Chris Williams of Sandusky.

Little Giants win No. 6

By BOB MARKER
News Messenger Sports

Ross added a new chapter to the
old Cleveland Browns philosophy
of the rubber band defense: bend
but don't break

Ross did bend but did not break
defensively and added a
decidedly new bend to its offense
while finishing just strong enough
to hold off Sandusky 58-53 Friday
in a Buckeye Conference
basketball game at Ross High
School

Greg Bender, the leading scorer
in the conference was off
offensively but on defensively,
blocking a layup attempt by
David Belle with 32 seconds to
play that would have cut Ross's
lead to 56-55.The blocked shot
ended up in the hands of Little
Giant Mark Miesle who was
fouled by Todd Croom.

Miesle calmly sank both shots
to give Ross the final five-point
bulge.

The Little Giants are 6-1 and 3-1
in the conference while Sandusky
dropped its third straight while
falling to 4-5 and 2-3 in the BC

Miesle was the new wrinkle in
the Ross offense. He had been
there all along, calmly averaging
a quiet 10 pionts per game, second
highest on the Little Giants.

Against Sandusky, Miesle hit
his first shot, missed his second

and then rammed home seven in a
row while finishing with a game
high 20 points. Bender, averaging
a shade over 20 per contest, did
not score in the first quarter,
canned six in the second and
fourth quarters and two in the
third to register 14. Dave
Kovaleski was the third Little
Giant in double figures with 10

Bender was credited with three
blocked shots in the contest while
pulling down a big chunk of the
Little Giants’ 28 rebounds.

“Defensively, we did pretty
good I thought,”” Ross Coach John
Sawyer said. “Down toward the
end, Sandusky took a couple of
tough shots that went in a they put
the pressure on us.

‘‘Offensively,'’ Sawyer
continued, e made too many
long passes and we tried to force
the ball inside too much and that
let them back into the game."”"

Ross built up 14-point leads
twice once in the second
quarter and again early in the
final eight minutes

Shawn McCarthy's stuff shot
after a wild scramble beneath the
Ross basket gave Ross a 46-34
lead at the end of three and
seemingly turned the momentum
to Ross. John Cahill's bucket 10
seconds into the final quarter put
the Little Giants up by 14

That's when Sawyer felt his

team became lax offensively

I think we got up that much and
the kids became lax thinking that
Sandusky would fold,” Sawyer
said

Belle pumped in nine of his 14
points in the final quarter,
bringing the Blue Streaks back
into contention. Sandusky chipped
away until with 2:30 to play, Luis
Guearara’'s jumper from the left
side brought Sandusky to within
three at 3

At that point, Sawyer put the
ball in a semi-frigid deep freeze
Sandusky was able to force a Ross
turnover that led to Bender's
rejection of Belle's shot. That
ended the Blue Streaks’ threat

“‘Bender was off in his shooting
tonight,”” the Ross coach
described, “but Miesle was on
That speaks a little for the team:
it can play well even when Bender
is not scoring. We had 36 points at
the half

“‘Some people say that we are a
one-man team but I don't believe
they can say that now."

Ross hit 23 of 45 from the floor
and canned a torrid 12 of 14 free

throws. Sandusky was 21 of 54
from the’ floor and 11 of 16 from
the charity stripe. Ross had a 28

27 edge in rebounding over the
much smaller Blue Streaks. The
Little Giants committed 23
turnovers, nine more than
Sandusky




Ross 58. Sandusky 53

Sandusky 12 16 6 19-53
Ross 4 2 10 12-58
SANDUSKY — Brian Watson 6-1-13, David

Belle 5-4-14, Brian Cooper 0-4-4, Blll Carr 2-2-6,
Todd Croom 6-0-12, Luis Guerara 102, Chris
Williams 1-0-2, totals 21-11-53.

ROSS — Greg Bender 5-4-14, Dave Kovaleski 4-
2-10. Shawn McCarthy 2-0-4, Mark Miesle 9-2-20,
John Cahill 3-2-8, Stacy Johnson 000, Karl w
0-040, Gregg Gallagher 0-2-2, Chris Simmons

Score
Sandusky "w.!' 1
Ross 13

SANDUSKY
Jordan 7-2-16, LaMar Brown Paul Smoot 2-
0-4, Vince Phillips 5-2-12, totals 18-4-40.

ROSS — Stan Newell 204, Matt Reed 5-2-12,
Scott Weber 0-2-2, Manoah Jones 306, Kevin
McDonald 204, Chris Mosser 4-2-10, John
Stierwalt 2-4-8, totals 18-10-46.

Season records: Ross 5-2, Sandusky 5-3.
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‘Ross cage teams
on road again

~ By BOB MARKER
Neows-Messenger Sports Editor
The Ross girls will get back to
the hardward first after the
i ys, traveling to Clyde
 tonight to take on the once-beaten
'é:l Friday, the Ross boys will hit
the road for a Buckeye
Conference clash against Elyria.
‘““We have to stop Collins (Lois)
on the inside,”” Ross Coach
Sue Wolf said about team'’s
mmt “Clyde plays a ‘1-3-1
Collins down low.She is
qocullywpod on the offensive
olf continued. ‘‘She’s
the ball and

: imp
“with Lady Fliers Joely Andrews
and Stacy Berlekamp.

As for her own team, Wolf said
the Lady Giants, 4-5, must get
more consistent scoring.

‘We have been having players,
lately, in streaks; we
have not had anyone scoring
consistently in all the quarters.*

The Ross coach is K:eued with
the fact that she have a
healthy team.

‘It is the first time in a long time
that we have had all our players
at practice at one time," she
pointed out

The junior varsity game begins
até6p.m. :

Coach John Sawyer is taking his

_5-1 Little Giants into the home of
the Pioneers hoping that he does
not catch Elyria napping.

~_“Smith (Henry) is a sleeper,”

"the Ross coach said while
meaning the ite. “‘He has
scored 17, 11 and 14 in the last
three games and he seems to be

3::!9( thins happen around

The Pioneers are 4-3 for the
season but have scored 80 and 88
points in their last two wins — 80-
49 over Sandusky and 88-46 over
Marion Harding.

“From what 1 have read, the
coaches feel that Elyria is playing
very well right now,” Sawyer
said.

“They will run a lot and try to
press defensively,” the Ross
coach continued. ““They have
been scoring a lot ¢ff their inside
game which has been working
extremely well for them.”

Elyria will start Brian Rogers
and Jared Wilbanks, both seniors,
outside, with Smith, Ed Uszynski
and Michael Martin down low.
Martin is the tallest Pioneer
starter at 6-3.

The Pioneers bring a Cannon
(Mark) off the bench and the 6-4
sophomore has been gunning
down opponents regularily. In his
last outing, he scored 16 points to
go with 10 rebounds and three
blocked shots, all while coming
off the bench.

The top scorer for the Pioneers
is Wilbanks with a 14-point norm
and Martin with 13 per game.

Sawyer is expected to start
conference leading scorer (20.1)
Greg Bender with Mark Miesle,
Shawn McCarthy, John Cahill and
Dave Kovaleski. McCarthy at 6-8,
Bender at 6-5 and Kovaleski at 6-3
give the Little Giants a decided
height advantage.

In other Ross notes, Sawyer and
assistant Coach Chuck Lindsey
named Bender as the team’s
defensive player of the week for
his work against Sandusky.



Ross will be back in action
hosting undefeated
iral King.

Season records: Ross 6-2 (3-2), Elyria -3 (4-1).



Ross girls begin BC season;
boys face state-ranked AK

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

The Ross girls will open the
Buckeye Conference basketball

slate this evening while the boys
team will see ble duty this
weekend.

The Lady Giants, 4-6, hosts
Marion Hard at Ross High

School. The junior varsity game
begins at 6 p.m. while the varsity
game gets under way at
a imatley 7:15p.m.

“Marion is a young team,”
Ross Coach Sue Wolf said. “They
had problems early but are now
gl:.yrgtg_ better from what I have

The Lady Giants have lost their
last two games.

Friday, the Ross boys will host
Admiral King, ranked third in the
Class AAA Associated Press high
school poll. The Admirals are 9-0
and 5-0 in the Buckeye
Conference. Ross is 6-2 and 3-2 in
conference play.

“It’s a thrill to play a team like
that,” Ross Coach John Sawyer
said about Admiral King. ‘“The
kids should be looking forward to
it; IknowIam.”

Sawyer admitted that his team
has been looking toward the game
for some time, maybe too much

80.

“The kids have been talking
about this game since they were 4-
0, Sawyer explained, “‘but I don’t

think that is why we have played
badly lately but this e was a
blg ing until we lost to Findlay.”

awyer added that he expects
his team to be ready for the
unbeaten Admirals but he warned
that Admiral King could be fired
up more so than usual.

‘“They could come in here with
fire in their eyes,” he said,
‘‘because they may have
anticipated being ranked number
one."

Sawyer said that Admiral King
will be pressing the Little Giants,
a defense that did not bother the
Little Giants much early in the
season but which has caused
problems the past two games.

“They will give us a lot of
defensive looks and in the second
half of most of their games this
season, their defense has usual:iy
been dominate,” Sawyer said.
“They seem to have a little
trouble in the first half but have
really been been 'Flaying well in
the second half. They will press
our guards while disguising the
pressing defenses they will play.

‘“We have to control the tempo
of the game and play well against
those presses.”’

Saturday, Ross will host Tiffin
Columbian in a non-conference
clash.

BUCKEYE STATS: Admiral
King is the top offensive and
defensive team, averaging nearly

70 points per game while yiel

50. Ross is second in defense wi
51 and fourth offensively with 58
per game.

Individually, Greg Bender
leads the conference in scoring at
19.6 and free throw percentage
with 92.8 on 39 of 42. The 6-5 senior
ranks fifth in rebounding with
nearly 10 per game and is 12th in
:l:lctl. goal percentage on 59 of 113

ots.

Mark Miesle is 12th in BC

with an 11.2 average and
is ninth in rebounding with six per
game.

Dave Kovaleski is 11th in field
goal percentage with 52.4 and is
15th in rebounding at five per

ame. Shawn McCarthy is fourth

field goal shooting with 56.2 and
13th in rebounding with a little
over five per contest.

Karl Bury is the conference
leader in assists with five per
game.

For Admiral King, 64 Tim
Moore ranks fifth in scoring with
15-point average. Three other
Admirals — Adrian Harris,
Milton Cook and David Bansek —
average between 11 and 10 points
per contest.

Moore is second in rebounding
with a dozen a contest while Mitch
Gillam, son of Admiral King
Coach Mitch Gillan Sr., is second
in assists with 4.9 per game.




Nows Messenger/ Bill Kennedy
ROSS COACH John Sawyer ponders things during the Little
Giants’ game with Admiral King Friday night in Fremont.

King stays unbeaten
with slowdown tactic
in the final 5 minutes

last time the Little Giants moved
the

nets.
rony seconds later, Mitch
illam, son of Admiral King
Co.eh Mitch Gillam, knocked in
two free throws to set the stage
for the slow-down.
The Admirals forced a Little
Glants’ turnover on the
and that sent the
Lorain team into a holding
pattern. Not until 62 seconds
d in the e did the stall

To hold off Iho my Little

to an uncharacteristic delay
&me in the final five minutes of

That llowdwn lnd a deft
W‘"‘ﬂ;‘;" minutes and 38
four mlnuul and 38
"ll vle cwld Iu'wmuun up by
mo umc thlnl. Ross Coach Jnhn
Sawyer sald after he had watched
his plans carried out by the wrong
team.
Shawn McCarthy's two free

throws with 4:38 remaining put
Ross up 4443, but that was the

ROSS'S GREG BENDER (32) drives around Admiral King's Lebron Gladden.

ulmly hit kvo mon shots.
45 seconds, Ross
mmmmed !\vo turnovers and
had dodged

le Pit."”

“I have been coming over here
for 14 years,” Gillam said while
heaving a sigh of relief, “and 1
have not had an easy game here
yet.”

Greg Bender, the Buckeye
Conference’s leading scorer, plus
Karl Bury and McCarthy,
both came off the bench, were
thorns in Gillam's side. Gillam
admitted that he was not
nl:zrtud by the performance of
McCarthy, a 6-8 junior.

“It did not surprise me that he
went in there and played well,” he
said. “I did not npecl him to go
out there and pout.

Mark
hllneondloul

Rau
Admiral King pressure.
“We handled the pressure
well,”” Sawyer said. ‘‘We
generally passed well but the few
:oor passes that we did throw
-

“lI may have psyched myself

out,” Gillam admitted. “I think

n cwld have put more pressure
but they

Glln (the Little
ts) shoot 70 rom
lmmndummwcm

"ll'l lle a case where they
have been facing a lot of pressure
$0 they have to get better at it.”

The Admirals’ coach also

is i

mby 15 polnu o

“We got good games from '.be
kids comln‘ off the bench,”
Sawyer sald wmle ellckln. nn !he
names of MecC:
Cthlmmou

“Sure, this game puts another
‘L' In the loss column,” Sawyer
sald, “‘but these kids don't have to
be sad or ashamed. They played

to go at them
ine."”

The Admirals’ biggest lead of
the game was six ints on
several oc:nlonl 0ss had

it leads three different
times in lhe final 12 minutes.

Bender’s effort toprod all
scorers while Gillam’s 16 led the

Ross falls short in upset bid of Admirals

m/-w

DAVE KOVALESKI (34) of Ross eyes the basket as Admiral Klnls
Tim Moore goes high to try to stop him.

Admirals. David Bansek added 10
and Adrian Harris had nine for
the Admirals.
‘l‘hm of Rou 's five starters did
not score in the contest. Miesle,
the Little Giants’ second leading
scorer with an 11-plus average,
was saddled with foul trouble
throughout the contest and was
held scoreless. That was much the
same fate suffered by the
Admirals' Tim Moore who had
entered the contest with a 15-point
average. Moore had one point in

the contest while being %
spectator the majority of the
t.

nij

Ross was 15 of 33 from the field
and Admiral King 17 of 42.
Admirals hit 16
and Ross 14 of 19.
rebounding department, Ross
27-22. The Little Giants
committed 16 turnovers, doubu
lh-! of Admlnl Kl

e Glants vlll

Mll rmm Columbnn in a non
conference game.







Ross holds off Columbian

By BOB MARKER
News -Messenger Sports

John Sa Mmd call it
methodical but he ndmltwl that
Saturday’s 5949 Ross victory
over 'I,gln Columbian was

predic h

“It went the way we expected,”
he . “We expected t.lnt
we would be down after
emotional game Friday nl
Kso-« loss to Lorain iral

).
we expected them to be up
after the Willard (a 71-46 loss)
game,” Sawyer continued. “I

give them lots of credit for not

givi up, especially after the
way shot in the first half.”
The T 4-7, canned only

‘ornadoes,

three of 15 first-half shots but
trailed by only 28-18, relying on
lne-thmuhwtluwneplnm
game. Ross was 11 of 26 in the
same time span and six of seven
at the line while Columbian
canned 12 of 15 free throws.

In the third
Columbian, led

B te,
t of 16 shots but
only a point off
the Ross lead, 44-35. Ross got six
ints aplece from Greg Bender,
tacy Ji and Mark Miesle in
the while seeming to bend
a little, but never coming close to
bre

“We )uu did not have the killer
instinct tonight,” Sawyer said
while explaining that he felt his
team could have put more space
between it and the Tornadoes.

Columbian cut Ross's lead to
five, 4641, three minutes into the
final quarter before Slwyer
called timeout to cool off the
suddenly hot Tornadoes.

Culumb{;:le Vl:ll never l.t:lel :

t any closer although wi
ﬁm the Tornadoes still
trailed by only five, 52-47. The
Tornadoes were forced to foul the
remainder of the game and Ross
canned six of nine from the line to
B“r:nrve the win. The final Ross

ket, a 22-footer by Miesle, fell
through as the buzzer
reverberated off the walls of The
Purple Pit.

Sawyer used all 10 of his players
in the game and he was pleased
with the performacne that his
subs produced.

‘‘Bury (Karl), McCarthy
(Shawn) and Simmons (Chris)
played well coming in,” he

rnhod “and that is what 1 am
looking for."

Ross, 7-3, was led by Bender’s
16 points and McCarthy's 12 to go
along with a pair of blocked shots.

uarter, |

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy
KARL BURY (20) of Fremont is surrounded by 6-6  Doug White. The 5-11 Bury was able to pass the
Columbian players Mark Cunningham, left, and  ball off to a teammate on the play.

Miesle, troubled by fouls and held
scoreless in the Admiral Kin,

game, again had early fo
trouble finished with 10 points
for the e Glants. Simmons

had eight.
Cunningham, a senior, finished
with a game-high 20 points while

THERE IT GOES! Four players are on the floor and it appears as
though another one is headed that way during a play in the first
half of the Tiffin Columbian-Ross game Saturday. Ross's Mark
Miesle, right, eventually came up with the ball. From left to right

White, a lophomore, popped in a
dozen for Columbian. Another
Columbian sophomore, Tony
Speaker hit' four of five fourth-
quarter shots for all eight of his

points.
Ross had 28 rebounds, two more
than C and

14 turnovers. The Tornadoes had
17 giveaways.
Little Giants were 24 of 51
(r'ol;z the floor and Columbian 18
of 42,
Ross is idle until Saturday when
it travels to Toledo to play the

Whitmer P

News-Messenger/ Bill Kennedy

are, Stacy Johnson of Ross, Mark Cunningham of Columbian, Greg
Bender of Ross, Brian Daniel of Columbun and Miesle. David Kin

(15) of Columbian and Dave K

i (34) of Ross watch the wild

scramble.
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Bender guns for 1,000th point
while Ross girls go for 8th win

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Greg Bender will be shooting for 1,000, but first
the Ross girls will be gunning for No. 8, as the
basketball skirmishs continue at Ross today and
this weekend.

“We have never gotten over the hill this season,”
Ross girls Coach Sue Wolf said as she got her team
ready to host Sandusky this evening in a key
Buckeye Conference clash. ‘“We have been even
but never above .500.”

The Lady Giants, 7-7 after defeating Bellevue 49-
40 Tuesday, have floated even or one to two games
below the .500 level all season. In conference play,
however, the Lady Giants are 2-1 and still in
contention for the title.

‘‘Sandusky is very quick and use a good pressure
defense,” Wolf said. “They love to press and they
try to force you out of your offense with that
press.”

The game will feature the conference’'s two
leading scorers: Sue Gahn of Ross and Monica
Pearson of Sandusky. Gahn is averaging 20.7 per
game and is coming off a 32-point night against
Bellevue while Pearson has been producing points
at nearly an 18-point rate.

Expected to draw Wolf's starting assignments

Bender reaches 1,000-point mark

The sign said it and Greg Bender did it Friday night during the

Buckeye Conference basketball against Lorain Senior at Ross

High School. Bender, a senior, needed 17 points going into the

game to become the first Ross player to reach the 1,000-point
.

along with Gahn are Denise Wilkins, Chris Yeager,
Michele Blue and Aimee LeJeune. Sandusky will
counter with Mary Sue Anglin, 5-6 senior, Pearson,
5-8 senior, 5-7 senior Beth Kidwell, 5-7 sophomore
Katie Millott and 5-10 junior Renee Burns.

Friday, the Ross boys will host Lorain Senior in
the first of three games in-five days. Saturday,
Toledo Libbey is in Fremont while Tuesday,
Toledo Bowsher will be at Ross in a makeup of the
Jan, 26 postponed game.

Bender, a 6-5 senior and a starter since he
walked onto the Ross gym floor three years ago,
has scored 983 points in that span and will be the
first Ross player to reach the 1,000-point plateau.

If he hits his average of nearly 19 per game
against the Steelmen Friday, the barrier will be
crossed. Earlier this season, Bender set the Ross
career scoring record, wiping out Pete Davis’
record of 814 that had stood for 21 years.

The first time Ross played Lorain, the Little
Giants methodically handed the Steelmen a 57-44
setback. It was only the sixth time in the last 39
meetings that Ross had defeated Lorain.

Ross is 8-4 after a 56-53 win over Marion Harding
Tuesday and will put its 4-3 Buckeye Conference
record up against the Steelmen’s 2-6 mark. Lorain
is 2-13 overall.

level. He did it easily, scoring 22 in Ross’s 49-37 victory. The sign
in the Ross student section came into view with 7:30 remaining in
the game when Bender hit a short shot from the right side for
points numbers 17 and 18. (Story and more photos on Page 8.)



Bender’s big moment
highlights Ross’s win

wmmm

The Mlllg of Ro-l 49-37
Buckeye Conference boys
basketball win over Lorain
Friday in the Ross High School
gym was in the eyes of the
beholder.

Ross Coach John Sawyer and
his assistant Chuck Lindsey may
have been the only ones to see
the beauty in a game that
seemed to b

It was spiced up only when

the period for
career points 1,000 and 1,001 to
become the first Ross player to
cross that barrier.

“I'm glad that Is over,”
Bender, a 6-5 senior, said after
the game about his race to 1, M
Earlier in the season he
broken the Ross career muri of
824 held by Pete Davis for the
past 21 years.

After Bender had scored the
monumental bucket and after a
nolsy celebrlllon of cllllu::

Bender...
sund J ovations, Lorain quietly
sneaked back into the ball game.

“If we could only shoot,”
Lorain Coach Dale Reichert
moaned, “but we just don't have
anyone who can.”

“I don't know what h.gened
in the fourth quarter,” er
said. “Up to that time, 1 lel( we
had run our offense very well
and we were playing excclhnl
defense. 1 felt we were
some pretty good lhou an
really, I thought we were scoring
more points

“I thought we had 50 at one
time but I looked up and saw we
only had 32,” the Ross coach
laughed

Lindsey agreed with Sawyer
about the offense and defense
but neither could figure out what
happened after Bender's fourth
quarter history-maker.

SHAWN McCARTHY of Ross
gets off a shot over Tony
Kruman of Lorain.

‘It seemed that after the
celebration, offensively, we felt
the game was over,” Sawyer
rgot to tell
l.orlln that. It was a good thlu
we hit the free throws down the

stretch.

Ross climbed to a 36-18 lead
lllelnmthlrdq'urwrudheld
a s-zo advantage after the third

Carson Coates hit a pllr
of free throws four seconds I

the final period, Bender hit lhe
bucket that turned on the
celebration but turned off the
Ross offensive works. Four and
one-half minutes later,  Lorain
trailed 40-33 before Sawyer was
able to call timeout to
reassemble his troops.

When player resumed,
Stierwalt took

over, mmu a palr of lm
throws and a bucket to go wil

by
and a single throw by Karl
. Bender’s two final points
made

of night it 45-33 with
1:20 left in the game.
That, for all nmnu and

. Ross's

Wm up ' the sagging
lnd the Little Giants
'l.ll‘d off with their ninth win in
games.

"lunwmnlamyuds.
Reichert said, Mm«m
R"le]ultc«lld

zone in tight and that was it; we
could not shoot over it.”
"Wa got a good effort ll'vm.t:;

pomuu out he was able to p
everyone. “The first half of plly
was excellent offensively and
defensively.”

Bender with his coach.
‘‘I think we played an

excellent first half,’”" he said. “It
was great defense.”

Bender, however, was his
worst critic.

“I shot poorly,” he sald. “It
was a bad shooting night.”

But it was good enough for
1,000 and enough to take the
weight the burden off his
shoulders.

Bender was the only Little
Glant in double figures but eight
Ross players scored. Ken
Balmert was the only Lorain
player to hit double figures with
10.

Lorain was 16 of 62 from the
floor while Ross was 19 of 49.
The Steelmen had 40 rebounds,
19 ollmlvely. while Ross had 36.

onlﬂlt. Rou will holl Toledo
Libbey, 12-4. The junior varsity
game at 6:15 p.m., 4
minutes earlier than usual.

GREG BENDER watches the ball bounce back
and away from him after a Ross teammate’s shot

News Messenger BUI Kennedy.

missed in the third quarter of the game against

Lorain at Ross High School Friday.







Little Giants corral Cowboys
for satisfying 49-42 triumph

By ROB BOUKISSEN
News-Messenger Sports Writer

John Sawyer had that certain
look in his eyes, the one that
says, “‘See, I told you so.”

The Ross basketball coach
looked that way because his
Little Giants had just pulled off
what some people apparently
thought they couldn’'t do
Saturday night.

The Little Giants beat the
Toledo Libbey Cowboys 49-42,
and they did it in a very
methodical and intelligent
fashion. Instead of getting
involved in a running game with
the qui¢k Cowboys, the Little
Giants played patiently and with
extreme care for the basketball.

“This was a big one for us,
:zeclally when a lot of people

d we couldn’'t beat them,”
beamed Sawyer, whose team
moves to 10-4 on the season while
dropping the Cowboys to 10-6.
‘“‘We beat a good team tonight.

“We ran the offense well and
we took good shots. The last two
nights (Ross beat Lorain Senior
49-37 the night before) we've
taken better shots.

““And tonight, the five guys on
the floor played like a team and
not like five individuals. That
was nice. It was a total team
effort. We didn’t play as many
guys as we normally do, but we
felt that the ones who did play
were doing the job."

Sawyer stuck mostly with
starters Greg Bender, Mark
Miesle, Dave Kovaleski, Shawn
McCarthy and John Cahill. The
only other Ross player to play a
good portion of the game was
John Stierwalt.

Each one of those players
performed admirably.

Bender overcame some early
outside shooting problems to
score 14 points, including four
big buckets in the second half.

Miesle ran the Ross offense
very well and also tied Bender
for team scoring honors with 14,
including a clutch six-of-six
performance from the foul line
in the final quarter.

Kovaleski and McCarthy
shored up the Little Giants’

also had a solid rebounding
game with nine caroms and a
strong defensive game with
several blocked shots and
intimidations.

And Cahill and Stierwalt
provided dependable support to

Miesle in the ball-control
category as the Little Giants
committed just 13 turnovers.

One reason for Ross's abilify
to control the ball so well might
have been Libbey’s decision not
to use its full-court press the
whole game, a decision which
surprised Sawyer.

“I thought they (the Cowboys)
would use their full-court press
from the start,” said Sawyer.
“But when they did press us, I
thought we did a good job
against it."”

The only time the Little Giants
really got rattled by Libbey's
press came in the second period.
Before that quarter, Ross had
built a 14-7 lead on the strength
of a no-turnover first quarter.

But the Cowboys quickened
things up a bit, plus got some
uncanny outside shooting from
James Parker, to outscore Ross
20-8 in the second period to take
a 27-22 halftime lead.

Parker, who had a game-high
17 points, hit 10 of them in the
second stanza on five shots from
no closer than 20 feet.

“‘Our scouting report said they
(the Cowboys) couldn’t shoot
from the outside,”” said Sawyer.
“But that guy (Parker) was
hitting them like a wild man. 1
was hoping he couldn’t keep that
up.”

Sawyer’'s wish came true in
the second half, as Parker and
his Libbey teammates turned
cold while Ross heated up.

Running a deliberate offense

second hali. Meanwhile, Libbey
connected on just six of 22 field
goals.

Ross made two big spurts in
the second half to key the
victory.

The Little Giants' first spurt
came during the early stages of
the third quarter when they
outscored Libbey 11-2 to take a
33-29 lead. Bender made two
crowd-pleasing baskets, one off a
steal and the other while falling
to the floor, during that run.

After Libbey had rallied back
to tie the game 35-35 early in the
final period, the Little Giants
came up with their second spurt

Again keyed by two Bender
baskets, Ross outscored Libbey
8-3 to go up 43-38 with 3:44 left in
the game.

After Libbey's James Ulis cut

it to 43-40 with 3:30 left, Ross
really began to slow things
down, forcing the Cowboys to

foul. They did just that, but they
fouled the wrong guy, Miesle,
three times. The Little Giants’ 6-
3 senior co-captain made the
Cowboys pay by hitting all six of
his chances to seal the victory

Sawyer gave a couple reasons
for his team's slowdown tactics,
which they employed during the
last three minutes of the third
quarter and most of the fourth
quarter

“We have pretty good foul
shooters, and we thought they
(the Cowboys) had to start to
foul,”” said Sawyer. ‘‘Besides, we
were getting pretty tired. We
went into the delay game, but we
were looking to shoot.”

Ross finished the night making
19 of 36 shots from the field and
11 of 16 from the line Libbey
was 19 of 49 from the field and
four of four from the line.

The Cowboys outrebounded the
Little Giants 28-24 and both
teams had 13 turnovers

The only bad note for the Little
Giants Saturday night was an
ankle injury suffered by their
ace Bender in the early portion
of the final quarter. The 65
senior was able to finish the
game, however, and will also be
able to play in Ross's makeup
game Tuesday night at home
against another Toledo team.
Woodward High School, Sawyer
said. The JV game tomorrow
night starts at 6 p.m., as does
the Ross girls game tonight at
home against Toledo DeVilbiss.






Dreaded Sandusky next stop
on Ross’s BC basketball trail

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

John Sawyer cringed when he
was reminded where his Ross
High School boys basketball
team was to play Friday.

““The last two years when we
have gone there, they have
always gotten big leads on us,”
Sawyer said while talking about
his team’s visits to the home of
the Blue Streaks, Sandusky High
School.

“But,”” he added as his sour
look changed to a smile, “we
have come back each time.”

Last year, five days before
Christmas, the Little Giants,
limping along with a 24 record
and still searching for their first
win after three games in
Buckeye Conference play, fell
behind Sandusky 14-2 in the first
quarter. That was a game of
streaks, however, as Ross ran
off 12 straight and tied the game
at the end of the quarter.

By halftime, though, Sandusky
had a 33-24 lead, but Ross
the third quarter by scoring the
first 13 points to take a lead that
it surrendered just twice more in
a 70-58 comeback win. Ross
broke it open with 11 straight

ts in the final quarter for

lead.
That was last year, Sawyer
pointed out, and this is the

Ross eases p

a

second game between the teams
this season. The records are
different...this not a game
matching conference doormat
teams as it was last season.

Ross is 104 and carries a 5-3
conference record while
Sandusky is 68 and 45 in BC
play. The Blue Streaks have won
two of their last three games,
including a 63-61 upset of Findlay
two games ago.

“They are playing more zone
defenses,”” Sawyer said about
Sandusky, “and they have cut
down on turnovers which had
hurt them a lot the first half of
the season.

‘““‘Sandusky also has been
getting more balanced scoring,”
the Ross coach added.

Brian Watson, ranked second
behind Ross’s Greg Bender in
conference stats, leads
the Blue Streaks with an 18.4
average. David Belle is
producing points at nearly 13 per
game and in the last few games,
that duo plus Brian Cooper has
been consistently in double
figures.

In the first meeting of the
teams this season, Ross won 58-
53. The Friday junior varsity
game begins at 6:30 p.m.

Ross also plays s.mrday night
inam th Toledo
Woodward in the Ron uln

By BOB MARKER That took the air out of
.M“ . '.-w offense connected on 19 of 39 shots. -
SANDUSKY — Maybe Ross is making it  sailing for the Little Giants in the second Ilmllutrl he w
o easy for Coach Sawyer's IQ[lL

He flinched when he was told this team  conference leader with nearly a 19-point
it look that way in a 56-35 waltz past  average, and Sandusky's Brian Watson, just
Sandusky Frida; t in a Buckeye two-tenths of a point behind Bender in the

say
When Bender went on his scoring spree, it
smaller Blue Streaks. “I'd say the kids are  seemed Watson was shaken. After scoring
umwtmmummm.
are realizing mu y  the 5-7 Sandusky jumping jack took only two
within ‘their game," they wil donll right.” m-hallmmhil jmmdmlm
throws while he was virtually out of the

By that, Sawyer explained that his team
was not attempting to use the fast break
when it was not apparent and the shot
selections were better and that passes were
not being forced

Ross used that style to notch win number
11 in 15 games and the sixth against three
BC losses. Sandusky slipped to 6-9 and 46 in
conference play.

Sandusky was in the game for 14 minutes
before Greg Bender went on a scoring tear

with two minutes remaining in the first half. P “and we rel well, apoclally
The Little Giants led 24-17 at that point but  on the back side." ing team cohesiveness, as
the 6-5 Ross senior sank two free throws, hit Ross’'s “2-3" zone defense kept the Blue rohdo 'ood\vnd rolls into Fremont to

a short jumper from the middle of the lane,
slam-dunked a ball off a steal and canned
two more [ree throws to put Ross up 31-17.
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ime span
Roun Mueu lead was the final point

IhMer nnllhed with 20 points but sat out
the second half. Dave Kovaleski
added 10 points, as 10 of the 11 Little Gllllll
who played got into the scorebook.
Sawyer was pleased with that detail, he vn
nmluu over the Ross defensive effort.

‘We played excellent dolonle he

Streaks outside. Most of s-mnky 's 54 M
rom. 15 feet on
just 14 of those mou wtnle Ross's pallenl

gt
£
H

t Sandusky

BUCKEYE STATS: Bender
leads the conference scoring
with 18. mngame and is also
fifth in ding with 9.1 per

contest. Watson ranks first in the
latter department with 13 per
game. Bender is the top free
throw shooter, hitting 90 per cent
on 65 of 73 and he ranks sixth in
field goal shooting with 98 of 190
for nearly 52 per cent.

Bender is the only Ross player
averaging in double figures.

Shawn McCarthy is seventh in
field goal shooting on 46 of 90 for
51 per cent. He also ranks 12th in
rebounding with 5% per game.
Dave Kowaleski is 12th in free
throw shooting with 22 of 33 for

67 per cent.

Karl Bury ranks second in
assists with four a game. Mark
Miesle is 10th in this departmen
with three per contest.

In team stats, Ross r
second in team defense,
mgr'rme Offensively, Ross is

th 55 points per contest.

The Little Giants are first in

m with 45 per cent.
is opponents to 36
per cent in field goal

which is also first in the

GREGG GALLAGHER of Fremont Ross is surrounded
Sandusky players during Friday night's game at Sandusky nlﬁ
School. Terence Newell (22) and Bill Carr (20) of Sandusky close
in on the Ross player.







Ross now 12-4
after solid win

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Call it another chapter in the
““We .:ll. p'la:'.yod \;'cll
School basketball 'Coach
Sawyer said, ‘‘and now

report
Saturday night, writing off
mv’m& 71-57 »

“He was giving us second,
third and fourth efforts
there,” the Ross coach praised
McCarthy, his 6-8 junior center.
‘““That was an effort
by him. In the past, he had been
m hard for maybe three to

minutes but now he has
been giving us good hard
performances for much longer
periods.”

Miesle, reg‘eatlng his
description of 6-3 senior’s
effort in the win over Sandusky,
Sawyer said, continued to direct

well from the point guard slot.
Offense was Sawyer’'s focus
Saturday.

“We are just not

Saturday, contributed
and the other two,
Gallagher and Pat Hetrick,

— one in each half — which
revented Ross from blowing
anmoutotthcmc

The Little Giants trailed six
times in the first quarter but
took the lead at 15-14 on Bender’s
bucket with 39 seconds
remaining in the opening stanza.
It ended 17-14 and Woodward
was to get no closer.

Despite hitting only three of 15
shots in the second quarter,
Woodward trailed only by a 37-27
count at the half. Bender
finished with 17 first-half points,

After three quarter, Ross still
had that 10-point lead at 53-43. In
the ﬂn':l‘gunar, Ross held a 14-

t three times, including
final score.

Chris Caldwell's 16 points
topped Woodward with
teammates Kevin Rushing and

Michael Williams adding a dozen
apiece.



By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

Mark Miesle could not have
his role better had

r Rogers been named

Miesle accepted a
a runaway Elyria in the
form of rs and resulting
Ross’s 6049 win
over the Pioneers at Ross High
School

Tuesday.
Ross was tumbling from the
heights of a 19-point lead when
Miesle 3

rs’ charge,
which turned off the Elyria
momentum and switched on
Ross’s free throw machine that
sealed the win.

““That was a key play,” Elyria
Coach Keith a . “We
were down by six and it could
have been four but as it was,
Ross stuck two back in and it
was eight. Then they hit the free
throws down the stretch.”

Ross Coach John Sawyer
agreed with Sooy about Rogers’
charge into Miesle at mid-court
3% minutes into the final
quarter.

“‘1 was worried about us
getting the ball back and
“starting some offense,” Sawyer
said, “‘and then Miesle took that
charge call.”

Ross, after leading by 19 points
in the third quarter, watcl it
dwindle away to 47-41 when the
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lurnln'!”plly took place. After
that, Little Giants went on a
9-2 scoring binge and the
Pioneers were circling the

wagons.
Sophomore John Stierwalt
sank seven of eight free throws,
Greg Bender three of four and
Miesle two of three as the Little
Giants rebuffed Elyria.

and
get the free throws.”
Sawyer’s move seemed to
work against him as Elyria
caught fire and the chief

rd quarter that cut
Ross’s lead to 41-29.

with
effort

middle for the
McCarthy had four blocked shots
and Kovaleski one.

Bender finished with 21 points
to top Ross while McCarth,
added 11. Miesle had nine, Cahill
eight and Steirwalt 11, seven on
free throws in the final quarter.

Wilbanks, after lurllns the
game on the bench, with
a game-high 26 points. v

Ross was 20 of 40 from the
flor to go with the hot free
throw shooting. Elyria was 20 of
49 and nine of 13 at the line. Ross
had a 27-25 lead in rebounding
while both teams had 15
turnovers.

The win was the seventh in 10
B conference ﬁ:mu for
the Little Giants while Elyria,
126, is 8-3 in the BC,

GREG BENDER (right) of Ross tries to dribble past Elyria‘s
Brian Rogers during action Tuesday night at Ross High School.






Admirals use 3
tough defense
to down Ros

Special to The News-Messenger
LORAIN — John Sawyer knew
what happened to his team
Friday night.

““They beat us,”’ he said

after his Ross
School basketball team ‘absorbed

a 47440 setback at the hands of

Lorain Admiral King.

l‘.‘;: played hard .::d ":‘:
p a game

defense in the second
and and took us out
of our offense.”

with
poorly, trailing 16-7 after one
quarter and 18-9 with 6:43
remaining in the first half.

That’s when Admirals Coach
Mitch Gillam shifted his team
info the pressure defense, which
shut Ross out the remainder of
the first half.

When the Admirals walked
into the locker room, Ross
trailed 20-18, Ross attempted
only seven shots in the middle
two quarters while K was
outscoring the Little Giants 12-2
and 15-10.

“They put a lot of pressure on
the guards and we just did not
get too many shots,” the Ross
coach pointed out.

The Little Giants were 17 of 32
from the floor but were hurt in a
area that has normally been a
game-saver for them this
season: the foul line.

Ross hit only six of 13 at the
charity st and missed the
front end of three crucial one-
and-one free throw situations
down the stretch.

‘““It was a very physical

game,” Sawyer said. *

was a lot of mm

reaching allowed but it was still

nrd L A
Ross with

15 n'la;l with Mark Miesle

-ttnl.

Tim Moore with 13, Adrian

Harris with 12 and Milton Cook
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was
big turnout of fans
Fremont.

“Those people who came over

ro

Tonight, Ross will travel to
Fostoria. The junior varsity
game begins at 6:30 p.m,




Admira) King e §

40
5 1740
78 0 114

- | Dave Kovaleski
1-24, | Miesle 6-1-

!-'N-ll.iel:‘l‘
& Gillam 215, Tim Gerek 0-1-1,
lul. records: Admiral King 181 (11-1),
-wu-u'm
game: Admiral King 67-56.




-

-
-
B
~

’ i —
- & i . 3
: 42
- A
. o 3 o
}
' -

: &

'mj
it
i

i“
1
g

§
is

-
-

g

E

258

:

E
8
-

5
-3
o
£
2
°
3

nned Fostoria 74-49
at Fostoria High
. half was

i

»
s
€
a

!éi
;lz
g

£E

oy
mu'u Admiral

way v.r: ’:.l'ayod 'a'plut good

years
Usually, that type of pla
mu‘toum.

it.

Ross held only a 24-18 lead at

the half while uklnlatjm‘t} 21
luktlxc .

Bender, who led scorers wi

Ross, 14-5, that

of free throws

ended the half with a
dozen points
Kov
early foul
as the Little
in the first half,

while Dave.

trouble, had elght.

McCarthy, Gregg Gallagher
and Pat Hetrick had four poin
to go with Simmons’
production in the final period. ,

“It was a good game for us

@

because we got the effort
from the bench and everyone
" the Ross coach added.
M finished with 14 points
and Kovaleski 12. Ross was 29 of
51 in shooting. Tom Latham
Fostoria with 15 points
teammate Mike Watson
had 13.

Ross had
Fostoria’s 29. The Little Giants
committed 19 turnovers, one less
than Fostoria.

Defensively, McCarthy had
five blocked shots.

Summing up, Sawyer had a
crooked little smile on his face.
“We waited until the Mansfield
scouts left,” he laughed while
claiming the scouts from his
team’'s sectional tournament

t had left at halftime,
fore we showed what we
could do.”

Ross has one regular season
game — Friday at Findlay —
remaining before playing
Mansfield Senior at 6:30 p.m.,
March 5, in the Ashland College
Class AAA Sectional
Tournament.

41 rebounds to

"
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Bender, Miesle

lead Ross past
Findlay 61-48

By BOB MARKER
News-Messenger Sports Editor

FINDLAY — Ross tuned up for the Class AAA Sectional
Basketball Tournament with a 6148 victory over Findlay in the
final regular season contest for both teams.

Ross, with Greg Bender tossing in 22 points and Mark Miesle
mm’m.nnuudwlmns-.'-mm. best since the early
1960s for the Little Giants. The win solidified third place in the
:gc'klcye Conference for Coach John Sawyer’s team with an 8-4

ate.

Findlay finished with an 11-9 mark and a 6-6 conference slate.

The victory also avenged a 49-45 overtime loss to the Trojans
on Dec. 22. t loss was the first of the season for the Liftle
Giants after four consecutive wins.

Both Sawyer and Findlay Coach Roger Renz agreed that
Miesle was a big difference this time around.

“A lot of it,”” Renz said as he described the first and second

ame differences, “‘was Miesle handling the point. He controlled

ball well.

“We knew that Bender was going to get his points,” Renz
continued, “and I felt Stierwalt (John) hit a couple of key shots
in the fourth quarter.”

s:‘wy:l:l also praised Miesle.

“He a great job tonight. He got the ball to Bender and he
had the hot hand in that first quarter,” the Ross coach said. ‘‘He
played very unselfishly tonight.”

Miesle hit eight points in the first quarter as Ross pulled out to
an 18-8 lead. His 20-footer from the left corner hit nothing but
net as the period ended.

In the second gulner. Bender pumped in six points as Ross
increased its lead to 28-16. The final two points of the half came
on a Bender stuff off a steal which he had triggered while
Findlay was working for the final shot of the half.

The Little Giants opened up as much as a 14-point lead in the
third period but with Findlay guard Chad McClellan and Chris
Weaver hitting from never-never land, the Trojans trailed by
just a 38-32 count going into the final quarter.

That's when Stierwalt, a sophomore who had dislocated the
little finger on his left hand during Thursday's practice, punched
a hole in the Trojans. A bucket by Bender one by Steirwalt
made it 42-34. Later, Stierwalt clicked on a three-point play to
put Ross up comfortably 56-44,

Bender and Miesle had eight points apiece in the final period
and Steirwalt seven. The Little Giants canned six of seven shots
in the final eight minutes while finishing with 24 of 44 from the
floor for the game.

“Before the game, we wanted to accomplish two things,"
Sawyer said. “‘First, we wanted to control tempo and two,
we did not want to have more than 10 fouls in the game. We did
not want to put them on the line because they are a good free
throw shooting team.”

Ross committed just nine fouls and Findlay hit six of six at
the line. Ross was 13 of 18 at the charity stripe including an 11 of
14 performance in the final quarter.

“We got a &ood reboundin, 1kob from Shawn McCarthy,”
Sawyer said. “We did not really know how he was going to be
until he began to play.”

McCarthy, a 68 junior, and John Cahill, a 6-3 sophomore,
collided in Thursday's practice and as a result, both had to have
seven stitches in their foreheads. Sawyer had said he would not
make a determination on their playing status until pre-game
warmups.

Both started with Cahill getting four points and McCarthy six.

Ross outrebounded the Trojans 29-24. F‘lndlan was 21 of 49
. from the floor. Ross had a dozen turnovers and Findlay eight.
McClellan and Weaver had 16 points apiece for Findlay.

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m., the Little Giants will play Mansfield at
Ashland College in the AAA sectional tournament.

“You know,” Sawyer said, “this is such a big win for us that
now our problem is gemns these kids back down so that we can
have decent practices Sunday and Monday.”

That, however, was one problem that Sawyer admittedly, was
happy that he had. . 4 Y




Ross 61, Findlay 48

Score by quarters
Ross o 18 10 10 23-¢
8 8 16 1648

Findlay
ROSS — G %WMI
2-04, Shawn 306, Miesle 5-6-

16, John Cahill 204, Stierwalt 2-3-7, Chris
Simmons MM 1361.
FINDLAY — Chad McClellan 8-0-16, Chris

Weaver u-uhm Baerwaldt 204, Jon Irish

a-u.um itzler 022, Jim Steffen 1402,
Chris DeGennaro 0-2-2, totals 21-6-48.

“znonm Ross 15-5 (84), Findlay 119

Findlay JVs 65, Ross 54

Score by quarters
Ross od 12 12 4 17-54

Findlay 12 19 4 20-6

lﬂl—mmv‘mc,lb'dhut
Matt Reed 0-1-1, Scott Weber 2404, Kevin
Brooks 10-525, Manoah Jones 3-28, Kevin
mcDonald 1-0-2, totals 22-10-54.
FINDLAY - Jim Givens 66-18, Doug H
3-1-7, Dave Smith 53-13, Jeff Denman 2-
Pry 2404, Brad Burrows 0-2-2, Richie
Bell 4-8. Alan 0-2-2, Scott Hehr 2-
Tim Roth 0-2-2, totals 22-21-65.
records: Ross 10-10 (66), Findlay 12-



2 Ross players will play
in Ohio showcase games
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campus in Westerville at 7:

p.m., April 13. The game
top 20 players in
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Toddie and Tim Harless of
Mansfield Senior and Tim
Dennison ansfield M

Don
Ronell Spencer of
Norwalk, Don Williams of
and Tom Baum of

0 senior who averaged 24 points

me, Nancy Winston of

St. Peter, Ann Stouse

of St. Wendelin, Cindy Oprie of

Fremont St. Joe and Lisa
of Lucas.

On the second team are Phyllis
Am‘ “ ll -Lo‘ldo"
Rocky Jones of Lucas, Jill
Studer of Buckeye Central, Pam




Four area players on all-district first teams

Lakota coach
shares honor

Sports Writer
Greg Bender and Sue Gahn of
Cindy Oprie of St. Joe,
Matt Hiestand of Old Fort and
Coach Dave Worstein of the
Lakota girls the list
of area le honored on The

Associal All-N

nder was to

‘prestigious Class AAA first
team, along with such other
stars as ris Poellnitz and

lelvin Newbern of Toledo Scott,
Andre Reed of Lima Senior and
Tim Dennison of Mansfield
Madison. Poellnitz and Reed
were nal co-players of the
year.

The 6-5 Ross senior star is
averaging 19 polnu and nine
rebounds a game for the 14-5
Little Ghnu He was a second-
team all-district leloeum last
season and is now Ross
career scoring leader wlm more
than 1,100 ts.

Gahn, meanwhile, earned

Class AAA firs m_honors on
the girls side. The senior,
who is avera 22 points a
game, was jol on the first

team by Toledo Scott's Felicia
Hill, Mansfield Malabar’s Tecca

Notre Dame’s Anita J!

mpson,
Mathur, Sylvania Northview's
Lynn Fleure and Maumee's Sue
Pollock. Hill and Thompson were
named co-players of the year.
rie was named to the Class
A girls first team after earning
-team honors last year.
‘The 55 St. Joe career scoring
queen, who is averaging 15
points a game this year, was

Jodl

joined on the top unll
Witte of Edgemn
of Fostoria St. Wmdolln l.lu
Kilgore of Lucas, LeeAnn
Mullins of Upper Scioto Valley
and Jackie Motycka of Convoy
Crestview. Mulli was nam
player of the year.

My. tand was selected to the
Class A boys first unit as a
Jjunior. The 64 Old Fort standout

is scoring at a 20-point-a-game
clip and is pullin,
average of 15 rebou

team by Aaron Roth of Sandusky
St. Marzs Jim Kearns of Upper
ed Scioto

Pioneer North Central, Andy
Booth of Lucas and player of lhe
year Chad Keller of Van Buren.

Lady Raiders, was named Class
AA of the year along
with Huron's Brian Baker.
Worstein Lakota to a 164
record this season and the
Suburban Lakes League
Baker

Morman of Ottawa-Glandorf
Melvin Selmon and Don
Wllllnml both of Mansfield
Robinson was named
player olmeyear
On the Class AA girls first
team are Vicki Dornbrier of
Bucyrus Wynford, Amy
Featheringham of Clear Fork,
Tonya Dixon of Swanton, Brenda
Steinbrunner of Coldwater and
Steff Molnar of Lake. Dixon was
chosen as player of the year.
Other honored coaches

were
Bart Schroeder of Toledo
Macomber and Jim Robinson of
Maumee (Class AAA boys co-
coaches of the year), Dave
Sweet of Ottawa Glandorf (Class

Doug Krauss of Archbold and

down ™ Don Ames of Crestline (Class A

r boys co-co:
He was loined on the first rom Mutchler of Deflance (Class

AAA girls coach of the year),
and Mitch Emmons of Lucas and
Randy Baker of Arcadia (Class
A girls coach of the year).
Complete all-district listings
for boys and girls are on page 15.

alley, Brent Parent of

Worstein, coach of the Lakota

aches of the year), N

CINDY OPRIE

MATT HIESTAND

DAVE WORSTEIN

Ross’s Greg Bender named
best player in the Buckeye

News-Messenger Reports

Greg Bender was named the
Buckeye Conference ‘“‘player of
the year’’ in all-conference
selections released today.

Bender, a 6-5 Fremont Ross
senior, led the conference in
scoring this past season with a
19.0 average. He also led the
seven-team conference in free
throw accuracy, converting on
85.5 percent of his opportunities.

He also shot 53 percent from
the floor and averaged nearly
nine rebounds per game.

It was the second year in a
row that Bender has been named
to the All-Buckeye Conference
first team. His efforts led Ross
to a 15-5 regular season.

Joining the Ross senior on the
first team are Chad McClellan of
Findlay, David Bansek of
Admiral King, Mike Martin of
Elyria and Brian Watson of

Sandusky. All are seniors.

On the second team named by
the conference coaches are
Jared Wilbanks of Elyria, Mitch
Gillam Jr. and Tim Moore of
Admiral King, Ken Balmert of
Lorain and Fritz Wink of Marion
Harding. The second team is
also comprised of seniors.

Mark Miesle of Ross was
named to the third team. Joining
Miesle are Milt Cook of Admiral
King, Chris Weaver of Findlay,
David Belle of Sandusky and
Mark Cannon of Elyria. Cannon
is a sophomore while the rest are
seniors.

Dave Kovaleski and Shawn
McCarthy of Ross were on the
honorable mention list.

The coach of the year is Mitch
Gillam of Admiral King. He led
the Admirals to the conference
title and has a 414 record the
past two seasons.

GREG BENDER




High school
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