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Sawyer has height,
but looking for
a leader at Ross

News-Messenger Report
thing Is very a
mnmnmwnmmm

players reach lhc 6
foot-8 mark on the lx 0 go
along with that duo, a6s a
pair of 6-4s, three players at 6-2,
a six-footer, another at 511 and
the shorty of the group, a 5-10
player.

that looks nice, but Sawyer
sees the behind the scenes
situations.
“This far,”" he said recently,
‘‘no one has surfaced as a
leader. We need mm to take
chnrge out on the
“We have not lound the right
combination Y'l " Sawyer

McCarthy, our other players
have little or no varsity
experience.

“Stierwalt played in the last
few varsity games last season
but was not relied on to score or
carry the team."”

The remainder of the Ross
roster were on the junior varsity
team last season.

“I think we have a team of
average plnycrl." Sa'ycr

tries to
be a star IM l! plm the
team’'s success ahead of
themselves, 1 feel we could
develop into a fine team.”

The lln( step Frld:y at Poﬂ
Clinton will followed qui
by mln: second at Snndnlly

“We
in everyone except Kovo lDlve
Kovaleski) and Cahill (John).

Kovaleski and Cahill, both
lettermen, are listed in the
tentative lllrtln; lineup for
Friday night's opener at Port
Clinton.

Kovaleski is a 64 senior and
will operate out of a
Cahill, 64 junior, is the polnl
mnrd Along with that duo will

be 6-2 sophomore Nick Hall and
Junior Ieuermln John Stierwalt,
60, on the w T junior,
6-5 Chris Mouer will at
lmlherpot s|

“We have pllyen daln; vell
on offense,” Sawyer described,
“but not on defense.
well on ‘D’ but not on
chemistry to have a pod team is
missing at this time.

But Sawyer is not ready to
throw in the towell

‘‘Our bench (substitute
players) is much better than last
Sawyer described. “'Pat
(6-2 senlor),
(6-2 senior), Stan Newell (5-10
senior), Kevin Brooks (6-0
junior) and Mike Wolfe (6-8
sophomore) have looked good at
times.

“Manoah Jones (5-11 junior)
and Shawn McCarthy (6-8
senior) have been slowed by
injuries,” Sawyer pointed out

cCarthy is a two-year
letterman but is recovering from
a broken left wrist suffered

players to
play at both ends of me floor
with some degree of consistency,
we are going to have problem:.
sawyer inted out.

go losses from last

were Greg
-time leading
and Mark Miesle

scorer,
duo scored nearly half of the
Ross points last season.

“We are looking for a m?,r:

balanced scoring attac
Ross coach said

Continuing, Sawyer said, “‘Our
inside game should be better
when McCarthy is healthy.

“‘Another one of our obstycles
this year,” Sawyer said, “‘will be
footbal visits. Both McCarthy
and Kovaleski have Indicated
that they will miss some games
in order to make college football
vmu

“To sum up, the situation,”
Sawyer said, “is we have a
fairly inexperienced team. Aside
from Kovaleski, Cahill And

lanoah Jones, Stan Newell, manager S
back row: junior varsity Coach Brian Wilch, Matt Reed, Nick Hall,

left to right,
it, Kevin
Shimer;

Dave Kovaleski, Shawn McCarthy, Mik wau-
John Cahill, he: Coach John Saw ity

Coach Chuck Lindsey. Kovaleski and Reed lu the co-captains ol
the Little Giants.
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Any Amount Desired.

Compare the service, the variety, the quality, the portions and the
overall price ... you'll see why there is o difference!
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leokdays Closed Mondoy
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1224 W. State St.
Tel. 332-6293

CLASSIFIED ADS GET RESULTS

You'll love shopping Tschumy's
four floors! There are 1000's
of reasons why...

® Brass nharmacv flaar lamns £49 95



A mystery, but Ross

settles for opening win

By DAVE SHEDLOSKI
for The N

PORT CLINTON — This game
had both coaches scratching
their scalps, shaking their heads,
and shrugging their shoulders.

In what was bulca]l& a
mystery contest at the Port
Clinton High School gymnasium
Friday night, the usual
characteristics that decide the

ketball game
leaving both
hless in

of a
seemed absent,

a 67-59 opening game victory for
Fremont Ross.

Port Clinton Coach Tom
Bodager was at a loss to explain
just how his Redskins had lost,
and Fremont Ross Coach John
Sawyer really didn’t understand
what his team had done to win.
Nevertheless, the Little Giants
are now 1-0, while the Redskins
fall to 1-3.

“I'm not sure what the
deciding factor was in the
game,” Sawyer said. ‘“This
game really could have gone
either way. I'm just glad to get
the win.”

‘“Maybe if we had gotten a few
breaks the game would have
been different,”’ Bodager said,
searching for a logical reason for
his team’s defeat. “We did what
we had to do in the second half
to win the game, but they were
always one step ahead.”

Bodager was also at a loss to
explain how his team scored 32
points in the fourth quarter after
it managed just 27 through the
first three. But then, the Little
Giants pulled off nearly the
same feat, scoring 28 in the final
stanza after registering 39 after
three quarters. Keep in mind
these were the same teams that
scored five and six points
respectively in a horrendous
second quarter.

Another puzzling development
appeared in the rebounding
derlrtment, where Port Clinton
held a 45-29 advantage over the
Little Giants, yet could not make
that advantage add up to a
victory.

‘“Usually the team that
rebounds the best wins the
game,” Bodager said. “It just
seemed like we were not meant
to win this game and I don’t
know why."”

Actually, Bodager did have a
small clue as to where his team
may have stumbled.

“We were not patient in the
first half, and that may have
hurt us,” he said. “We did not
shoot well from the outside
because we were not as selective
as we should have been.”

Indeed, Port Clinton found
themselves down 22-13 at the
intermission due mainly to a 5-
of-20 performance from the field
in the first two periods, including
a 1-of9 effort in the second
quarter. Fortunately, Ross was a
cool three of 15 in the period,
helping the Redskins to stay
close.

“I really don’t think we shot
all that well,” Sawyer said. “But
1 do think we hit some key shots
when we had to.”

Some of the Little Giants’ good
shooting came at the beginning

.of the third quarter when John
Stierwalt scored six points in a 8-

COURT BALLET. Eric Kocher,
Clinton and Chris Mosser (43) of Ross seem to
be doing an impromptu dance. Actually, Kocher

0 Ross run that gave the Little
Giants a 34-19 advantage with
3:14 left in the period. But
thanks to nine offensive
rebounds in the quarter, the
Redskins still kept within
striking distance.

The Redskins made a run of
their own early in the final
period, mostly on the efforts of
Barry Millinger, Franz Messner
and Tim Wight. After a five-
point run by Ross’ Stan Newell,
Millinger tossed in three long
bombs and Messner added
another basket to cut the Ross
lead to 44-37 with 5:40 remaining.
Port Clinton hit five of its first
six shots in the quarter to put

left, of Port

some heat on the Little Giants.

But Dave Kovaleski answered
with a layup and Nick Hall threw
up a wild shot that found the
basket to stop the blitz. Port
Clinton kept it to within 10 points
on the strength of Millinger's 12
points and Wight's 10 in the
quarter, but some key free throw
shooting and a three-point play
by Ross’ John Cahill finally put
the game out of reach.

Overall, Fremont Ross hit 27
of 60 shots from the field for 45
percent, while Port Clinton made
25 of 63 field goal attempts for 38
percent. Turnovers were even
with each squad having 14.

Stierwalt led all scorers in the

Nows-Messenger/Dave Ziemke
picked up his fifth foul while trying to block
Mosser’'s shot during the game at Port Clinton
High School.

game with 24 points, while Chris
Mosser added 13 for Ross. The
Redskins were paced by Messner
with 15 points, while Millinger
finished with 14, Joe Lawley had
12, and Wight had 10. Wight also
had 16 rebounds for the
Redskins.

In the reserve game, the Port
Clinton jayvees started fast and
then hit 15 of 16 free throw
attempts in the final quarter to
defeat the Ross reserves 52-34
The Redskins are 3-0 this season.

Doug Cooper, who converted 12
of 13 free throw attempts, led the
Redskins with 18 points, while
Mike McGee had 10 for the Little
Giants.






Final quarter stops Ross;

News-Messenger Reports

to defeat Port
t Saturday at
final
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final anm by scoring four
straight points.

Ross got the led again 40-37 on
two buckets by Nick Hall but
with 4:20 to play, it was 42-42.
Rickard stole an inbounds pass
for a layup and Perkins was off
on a 17-3 scoring spurt to take
command of the game.

Perkins, 3-0, knocked in 21 of
48 shots and 23 of 41 at the line.

Ross, with John Stierwalt
getting 15 and Dave’ Kovaleski
13, hits 21 of 50 and 10 of 17 at
the line. Ross slipped to 1-1.

Old Fort...........cc.c..... T3

Matt Hiestand scored 33 points
lead unbeaten Old Fort (5-0)

the victory.

The Stockaders led 168
quarter and 35-26 at the

0l Fort beathing r
Hull added 11 M

13 for Old Fort.

Gary Holland had 18 poin
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Little Giants are hoping
to cure last-quarter ills

By BOB MARKER
Reporting for The News-Messenger

It’s the early season curse and Ross boys basketball coach John
Sawyer a dose over the weekend.

Friday's medicine was not too bad but on Saturday, the pill was
on the bitter side. In both cases, the Little Giants became ill in the
final eight minutes.

“We were inconsistent at both ends of the court,” Sawyer
mouthed the words of a many coaches. ‘‘Most played well on Friday
but on Saturday, most played poorly.”

In both a 67-59 win over Port Clinton Friday and a 65-52
loss t&. Perkins Saturday, Ross allowed 32 points in final eight

“Friday night,” Sawyer recalled, “I did not realize that they had
scored m:t:ll many points. Of course, it seemed like the clock was
. .M

And scored 28 points of its own.

““The fourth quarter Saturday, 19 of the 32 points were at the foul
line,”” Sawyer pointed out, “but there was no way I felt we should

have lost that , regardless of the officiating.
The Little G did, however, after scoring just 16 points in the
final eight minutes.

“Physically, we have some guys who are not in shape yet,”
Sawyer admitted, “but Friday, that should have not been any
pro‘blom because enough guys played that there should have been
no fatigue.

“Saturday, I think it was mental fatigue,” Sawyer theorized.
“The kids said they were ready to play, but I don’t think they
were."’

Friday, Ross will take its 1-1 record to Marion to play the winless,
0-4, Harding Presidents.

“I have not seen Marion play personally,” Sawyer said, “but I
know they are fairly young. y have started 6-6, 6-5 and 64.”

While Sawyer pointed out the bn:orolnu of his team’s play last
weekend, that was not to say he did not see several points.

“The kids who came off the bench contributed,” he described,

‘““Another thing I liked,” Sawyer smiled, ‘““was the unselfishness of
the kids. They were working as a team.” :

Ross will be one player short this weekend with Dave Kovaleski
hudlnr&tor Purdue University for a football recruiting visit. Shawn
McCarthy, who was at Purdue last weekend, will be back and
should see extensive action.




Ross, Clyde games postponed
Two nm basketball games - umpmmd Friday nw —

Ross a
date w the Huron-C game, tlnlhu-lurlu
nmwwmbepumu%y Dec. 30.



Lorain Senior wins first game
at the expense of Ross 63-53

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

NICK HALL (33) of Ross goes in for an easy two points while
Lorain’s Jason Williams looks on helplessly during action Friday.

By BOB MARKER
Reporting for The News-Messenger

Basically, John Sawyer is
waiting for a wake-up call.

“It's going to be a long year
for them,” Sawyer predicted, ““if
!b;_{ do not wake up.”

e ‘“them” Sawyer referred
to are the members of his Ross
High School Little Giants boys
basketball team. The remarks
came after the Little Giants
sleepwalked through a 63-53
Buckeye Conference loss to
Lorain in the Ross home opener
Friday night. It was Lorain's
first win in five games.

“The ability is there,” Sawyer
insisted about his team, now 1-2
this season, “‘but mentally, they
just are not into the game.”

Ross was not totally asleep,
ust drowsing, in the first half as

orain held a slender 23-22
halftime advantage. Still,
Sawyer pointed out, his team
missed a wake-up call early in
the first quarter.

Trailing 7-4, 6-feet-8 senior
Shawn McCarthy dunked a
rebound off a Ross miss. That
shot brought the crowd into the
game with a chorus of ‘‘oohs"
and “ahs,” but the alarm was
not loud enough to shake the
cobwebs from the minds of the
Little Giants.

“Normally, that gets a team
fired up,” Sawyer pointed out.

Normally, but not this time.

Ross trailed 13-8 after the first
period, never leading in the first
eight minutes. The Little Giants
revived momentarily in the
second quarter, charging to a 16-
15 lead on a pair of Pat Hetrick
jumpers.

That narrow lead evaporated
gulckly as first Al Scott and then

I McConihe scored to put the
Steelman back in front 19-16.
John Cahill brought Ross back to
within one and Dave Kovaleski's
two free throws gave the Little
Giants a 20-19 lead, the last that
Ross was to enjoy.

McConihe, a pint-sized point
guard listed at 5-8 but appearing
to be no larger than 5-5, canned
two free throws to put the
Steelmen :&) 21-20 and Lorain
never trailed again.

“We lost our best player two
weeks ago,” Lorain Coach Dale
Reichert said. ‘“He quit but he
was not that much of a team

layer. In the two games he's

n gone, we have played much
better."”

McConihe is the ring leader of
that improved play. He guides
the attack, and against Ross, he

tossed .in eight big points. Scott
was the leader with 21 Steelmen
points and Jason Williams added
16

The key to the Lorain win,
Reichert said, was free throws.

“We made them,” he summed
up quickly. ‘““We had been
shooting only 57.percent from the
line before this game.”

This game Lorain was 21 of 32,
nearly 66 percent. In the last
eight minutes, Lorain was 11 of
19 at the charity stripe. Scott
finished with a nine-of-10 free-
throw shooting exhibition,
including seven of eight in the
final quarter.

Leading 27-26 early in the
second half, Lorain outscored
Ross 11-3 in the next five
minutes to lead 38-29.

Ross trimmed that deficit to
42-37 a minute into the final
quarter, but Lorain quietly ran
off 11 unanswered points for a 53-
37 lead. That was it ... Sawyer
tossed in his own wake-up call by
running in the subs with 3'2
minutes to play.

“The last group was at least
hustling after the loose - balls,”
the Ross coach said evenly as he
searched for the few good points
in the game. “We had a good
effort from those kids at the end.

“Pat Hetrick did a nice job in
his first start,” he said, “and it
will take Shawn (McCarthy) a
while to get going. He had
problems tonight because he was
not able to make a move without
getting a foul called on him.”

McCarthy was playing in his
first game. He ended up with
four fouls with the infractions
taking him out of his defensive
game. Hetrick finished with
eight points.

Kevin Brooks, one of the
quintet that finished the game
for Ross, had 10 points, matching
that of Kovaleski. Nick Hall and
John Stierwalt, both starters in
Ross’s first two games but
beaten out of their jobs this week
by Hetrick and Manoah Jones,
had six and five points,
respectively.

Ross made just 18 of 48 shots
and 17 of 25 free throws. Lorain
was 21 of 51 from the floor to go
with its hotter than usual free
throw shooting. The Steelmen
owned a slender 37-34 advantage
on the boards while committing

11 turnovers, eight less than
Ross,
Tonight, Ross travels to

Findlay, a 69-66 overtime loser to
Sandusky Friday, for another
Buckeye Conference clash.






Trojans top
Giants 76-65

Ross record falls to 1-3

News-Messenger Reports

FINDLAY — It was a better show but
vilhtheumcedluhmmyurhduy
weekend 7665 in ':uekeye etk

a
boys basketball game.
l‘rklady'.. Ross fell to Lorain 63-53 in a
t Ross Coach John Sawyer would
ust as soon forget.

“We pllyed much better against

Sawyer said after his team fell to
1-3 '0-2 in conference play. “If we had
played Friday like we did Saturday, we
would have beaten Lorain.”

Sawyer, however, may have had an
inkling that Samrda lﬁ‘wu not m
ln a hot nlgu Ll Giants.

team used on its journey to
l‘hdlny lost its stee and the bus, with
the team, had to return l"nmont

“We got another bus,” Sa explained,
back, It was ."m‘fm.‘“""'{: 2 retrigerator al

was a ref rator
the way to Findlay.”

The breakdown caused Ross to be late in
arriving at Findlay and pushed the junior
varsity game back to an approximate 7:30

“That hurt the JV team (Findlay won 51-
28) because I don’t think they ever got
warmed up,” Sawyer said.

In tbe varsity game, even though Sawyer
felt his team had sufficient time to get
warmed up, the Little Giants started cold
and Findlay hot. At the end of one period,
the ijm hld a 17-11 lead. At h, e,
Findlay had taken command with a 37-21

th Ross switching to a man-to-man
defense, Findlay’s lead began to shrink
grldullylnthomond half.

“We went to the man-to-man because we
were down 16 points,” the Ross coach
explained. “We had our doubts about
wlnlhu' it would work because Findlay is a

bc lined offensive patterned team.
man worked; did not give
l chance to stand out there and

WIth Stan Nevell leading the defense,
Ross outscored the Trojans 44-39 in the

mthauAgoodeutnotqmu

S layed better,” Sawyer said.
“Kwﬂukl (Dave) had a good game and
Newell played 13 ’_mlnutes and got the

Kovaleski hnd“l;i points on six of nine
and two of two at the line. Newell
with points on four of eight

%ﬂn ivens had 13 points and
Kevin lorl"hdlly.
Ross was 26 of 62 from the floor and

Findlay 27 of 59. The Little Giants made 13
of 22 free throws and Findlay 22 of 33. Ross
held a 43-37 advantage on boards with
Shawn McCarthy grabbing nine and
Kovaleski eight.

John Stierwalt had 10 polnts and
McCarthy nine to back up Koval

Rou will be at Sandusky Frlday and
e ok, MO0 T
from earlier in the season.



High school boys
Findlay 76, Ross
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Free-throw accuracy helps
Elyria set down Ross 58-55

Pioneers hit
13 of 16 in
4th quarter

By BOB MARKER
for The N

Keith Sooy didn’t have to
check to know that he was right.
His grin took care of the rest.

“This was a nice win for us,”
the Elyria High School boys
basketball coach said,
“especially since we have been
struggling.”

The Pioneers limped into
Fremont Ross High School with
a mediocre 3-5 record but
emerged with a step toward
recovery with a 58-55 win over
the Little Giants. The win put
Elyria at game above the .500
mark in the Buckeye Conference
race and dropped Ross’s
conference mark to 2-3. The
Little Giants are 3-4 for the
season.

The Pioneers buried 13 of 16
free throws in the final eight
minutes and missed just four out
of 22 charity attempts for the
night.

“In a close game like this,”
Sooy described, ‘‘it usually
comes down to the foul line and
we were stepping up there and
making them.

““I don't know what the
percentage of free throws we
made,’’ the Elyrh coach
grinned, “‘but I don’t have to see
that to know it was the best we
have shot all year.”

The game was knotted at 37-37
heading into the final quarter,
and Ross, after leading since
midway through the first period,
got the lead twice more: 41-39
and 43-42 before Elyria took
over.

Elyria got the lead for good
with four and one-half minutes
remaining in the game on a pair
of free throws by Mark Cannon.
The 6-4 Cannon followed with a
layup a few seconds later putting
Ross behind 46-43.

Pat Hetrick canned an 18-
footer from the right corner for
Ross, but Ed Uszynski answered
for Elyria with short jumper
from the left baseline to put his
team up by three again.

Pint-sized, 5-5, Elyria
sophomore point guard Todd
Brubaker put Ross behind by
five with a pair of frec throws
with 2:12 to play, and the Little
Giants were to get no closer than
three points the remainder of the
game.

Elyria canned 10 of 12 free
throws in the final two minutes
to keep Ross at bay.

The loss marred one of the
Little Giants’ better
performances of the still young
season.

“In some respects,’”” Ross
Coach John Sawyer admitted, “it
was the best game that we have
played this season.

“We ran our offense well in the
first half, but not in the second
half. For some reason, our wing
people kept driving to the base

IT'S MINE. Dave Kovaleski, right, of Fremont
Ross, pulls the ball away from James Mahone of

line and not looking to the foul
line where (Shawn) McCarthy
was open most of the time

““That’s the type of shot Shawn
can hit all night but we did not
get the ball to him.”

With McCarthy and Dave
Kovaleski, the inside Ross
tandem, the Little Giants had
carved out a 26-21 hafltime lead.
McCarthy, on his way to a game
high 20 points, had"12 in the first
16 minutes. Kovaleski had six
first quarter points before
getting into foul problems but
along with McCarthy, the Ross
duo was jamming up the middle
defensively and dominating that
area offensively.

At halftime, Sooy made a
defensive switch, going from .a

School Friday.

*‘2-3"" zone to a man-to-man.

““The low post people hurt us in
the first half,” Sooy said, “‘so we
went to the man-to-man to keep
them out. It worked and we
stayed with it the whole secon
half.”

Sawyer pointed out that Elyria
“packed in” the middle in the
second half but unlike the first
half, his team did not shoot from
the outside to loosen up the
Pioneer defense.

“We got the lead by shooting
from the perimeter in the first
half,” he pointed out, “but we
did not do that in the second
half.”

“We played well,”” Sawyer
said. “We got good games from
McCarthy, Kovaleski, Hetrick
and Newell (Stan), but it was a

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

Elyria during first half action at Ross High

lot of little things at crucial
times that hurt us.”

Kovaleski finished with 12
points while Hetrick came off the
bench to score eight. Newell had
four points while playing
flawlessly from the point guard
slot. He capped off the night and
gave the Ross fans something to
cheer about by sinking a shot
from halfcourt as the final
buzzer was sounding.

Cannon had 18 points for
Elyria and Uszynski popped in
11. Kent Jones and Eric Bush
had nine points apiece coming
off the bench for Elyria.

Ross was 24 of 60 shooting and
Elyria 20 of 50. The Little Giants
were seven of 10 from the line.
Elyria outrebounded Ross 36-27
and committed 11 turnovers,
four less than the Little Giants.



High school boys
Elyria 58, Ross 55

Score by quarters
Ross 12 M4 11 18- 3%
Scoring

ELYRIA — Mark Cannon 8-2-18, Ed Uszynski
4-3-11, James Mahone 1-1-3, Todd Brubaker 14-
gmmc-u.mmn-u.cmy
Fields 1-0-2, totals 20-18-58.

ROSS — Dave Kovaleski 60-12, Shawn
McCarthy 9-2-20, John Cahill 2-0-4, John
Stierwalt 2-2-6,

24-7-55.
’ln-.m Ross 34 (2-3), Elyria 45 (2-

Elyria JVs 62, Ross 23

Score by quarters
Elyria 15 13 14 2062
Ross o 7 3 -9
ELYRIA — n-n 44-12, Mark Jones

.l.‘. ‘

im Miler 33 Cors il 102 Rad Moort

?

1-1-3, Mike -1, MSMM-&
Steve uumm
totals 20- :

ROSS — Mike McGee 3-2-8, Kevin Crawford

Tracy Hufford 10-2, Kevin Jacobs 140-2,
Nossaman 0-1-1, Luther McKinstry 204,
Hammer 1-24, totals 8-7-23

it



Ross falls to Admiral King 69-59

News-Messenger Reports

LORAIN — LeBron Gladden scored 25
points while leading Admiral King to a 69-59
victory over Fremont Ross in a Buckeye
Conference boys basketball slme Friday.

Gladden scored 13 of his points in the
second quarter as the Admirals stretched a
139 first-quarter lead into a commanding
37-21 halftime advantage.

“We did not shoot well and missed a lot of
foul shots in the second quarter,” Ross
Coach John Sawyer said. ‘“Most of those
missed fouls were on the front end of one-
and-ones, and that killed us.”

Ross, shooting from the outside, took a 6-0

school boys
Admiral King 69, Ross 59

v 9 12 18 095

13 24 18 M-8

Admiral King

lead a minute and 12 seconds into the game
before the Admiral King launched its
offense. The Admirals scored 13 straight
points to take the lead for good. Then came
the second eight minutes and the Admirals
were on their way to their ninth win in 11
glmes while remaining unbeaten in the

uckeye Conference with a 6-0 mark.

Ross slipped to 3-5 and 24 in conference

play.
zle played hard when we went to a man-
to-man in the second half,” Sawyer pointed
out. .“We kept coming back but we could not
get the breaks when we needed them."
Derrick Thomas ‘added 15 points and

George McCall 10 to the Admirals’ attack

John Cahill was the only Little, Giant in
double figures with 11. John Stierwalt had
nine points and Pat Hetrick eight.

Ross was 20 of 51 from the floor and the
Admirals 27 of 52. The Little Giants made 19
of 29 free throws and Admiral King 15 of 27,

The Little Giants were hurt in the
rebounding department, losing that battle
40-25 with Gladden grabbing 10. Nick Hall
had eight rebounds for Ross.

In the junior varsity game, Ross lost 57-
50. Kevin Crawford had 23 points for the
Little Giants JVs.



DAVE KOVALESKI (35) of Fremont Ross grabs a
rebound during early action of the Saturday

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

night game against Whitmer. The Panther's John
Dzikowski (40) gets a good look at the ball.

Whitmer dumps Ross 65-56

By BOB MARKER

got off to a good start, but the
def did not play well; all we

porting for The N:

Rick Kaifas said it was his
team’'s defense that turned the
game around, but John Sawyer’s
opinion did not back that up.

Kaifas’ Whitmer Panthers
spotted Sawyer's Ross Little
Giants an eight-point’ first
quarter lead before scrambling
back for a 65-56 high school
basketball victory Saturday
night at Ross High School.

“When we went to the ‘1-3-1
trap’ and the half-court trap, it
slowed their offense down,”
Kaifas explained about the
strategy his team used in the
second quarter.

“Yeah, their defense bothered
us only because we had too
many people standing still ...
that's why it bothered us,”
Sawyer countered.

Whichever theory was true,
the fact was Ross followed up a
very good offensive and
defensive quarter with three of
its worst quarters of the season,
which has now sagged to 3-6.

Sawyer, who had the Giants in
a man-to-man throughout the
game, wanted his team to cut
down on fouls, but that did not
happen. The Little Giants
committed 27 fouls which
equated to 37 Whitmer free
throws.

“We had a good week of
practice,” Sawyer said, “‘and we

did was foul them. You cannot
put a team on the line that much
and expect to win.”

Whitmer, with John Dzikowski
and Tom Hood combining to
convert 22 of 27 free throws
between them, finished with 27 of
37 from the line, more than
enough charity to sink Ross.

The Little Giants had four
more field goals — 23 to 19 —
and, as Sawyer dejectedly
stated, still lost.

Plus, there was a
communication that
Little Giants.

It came after a Ross timeout
midway through the third
quarter.

“It was a wasted timeout,”
Sawyer admitted. “We wanted
them to go into a ‘1-3-1 trap’ but
they went back out and stayed in
the man-to-man. That was why 1
took the whole team out.”

Sawyer sent in five subs when
play stopped, but before that
happened, a pair of John Cahill
puckets had sliced the Panthers’
lead to 40-36. In the final two-
plus minutes of the quarter,
Whitmer ran off six unanswered
points for a 46-36 lead.

Whitmer, however, was not
picking only on the Ross subs.
With the Little Giants starters
back in at the beginning of the
fourth quarter, the Panthers

lack of
hurt the

outscored Ross 104 in the first
three minutes for a 56-40 lead.

After that point, the Panthers
fought off a mild Ross charge to
hang on for the win.

Sawyer admitted that he did
not see a lot of the fouls called
on his team but he pointed out,
“The way we played offense,
that did not cost us the
ballgame.

“We just did not play well.”

In the first quarter, John
Stierwalt scored six points and
Cahill five as the Little Giants
ran to a 21-13 lead. That lead
reached 23-13 on a Manoah Jones
bucket shortly into the second
quarter but after that, it was
Whitmer's ball game.

Dzikowski's free throw tied it
at 27-27 at the 3:04 mark, but
Cahill gave Ross the lead with a
pair of charity tosses 30 seconds
later. Hook tied it with two more
free throws five second later.

Dave Kovaleski's free throw
gave Ross its last lead, 30-29, at
the two-minute mark, but
Whitmer got buckets from Mark
Sclacheic and Mark Eberflus to
close out the half.

Ross committed 10 turnovers
in the quarter.

Cahill’'s 21 points led Ross.
Kovaleski had 11. The Little
Giants made 23 of 56 shots and 10
of 12 free throws. Ross
outrebounded 33-32.



Basketball

High school boys

Whitmer 65, Ross 56
Whitmer Y ™ 13 -
Ross 2l 9 6 203

WHITMER — Dave bl.by 3-2-8, John
Dzikowski 4-11-19, Mark Szlachcic 4408, Rick
Rightnowar 4-2-10, Tom Hood 1-11-13, Mark
Eberflus 1-1-3, Steve Agard 2-0-4, totals 19-27-65.

ROSS — Dave Kovaleski 51-11, Shawn
McCarthy 2-2-6, John Cahill 8-5-21, John
Stierwalt 2-2-6, Kevin Brooks 1-0-2, Stan Newell
204, Pat Hetrick 1-0-2, Nick Hall 1-0-2, Manoah
Jones 1-0-2, totals 23-10-56.

Season record: Ross 3-6.

‘Whitmer JVs 50, Ross 31

Score by quarters
Whitmer b 11 9 4 16-5
Ross 8 5 3 15—131

WHITMER — Szymkowiak 1-0-2, Keith
Linkey 3-0-6, Lee 1-2-4, Richie Vozel 0-
22, T Schroyer 5-3-13, Matt Eberflus 2-2-6,
Scott 022, Tom Estrel 248, Craig
Michelis 2-3-7, totals 16-18-50.

ROSS — Mike Wolfe 102, T McGee 0-2-2,
Kevin Crawford 248 Tracy Hufford 140-2
Kevin Jacobs 10-2, Brock Lewis 0-3-3, Scott
Nossaman 0-2-2, Mike McGee 306, Brad
{l;:l\mcr 1-0-2, Luther McKinstry 0-1-1, totals 9-



Torrid Eagles burn Little Giant

%8y BOB MARKER
Reporting for The News-Messenger
One was hot, one was cold, and
loss for

boys

in
hls school gam:
regon Clay pumped in a
sizzling 30 of 45 shots while Ross
was a stone cold 22 of 81
“It had to be one of their best
jnmu," shrugged Ross Coach
iohn Sawyer. ‘I thought our kids

yed hard, but we came out
mlttaud when a team shoots like

B

““We have not shot that way for
a while,”” Clay Coach Bud
Felhaber almost sheepisly
admitted.

With 65 junior center Brad
Morrison dropping in 10 of 13
shots while scoring a game-h
24 points, there was little
Little Giants could do
defensively. v

“We tried " Sawyer
said. “They t well from
outside

but tlu?' had a good
M az;opm Jim
Cox strength
and an early dominance in
rebounding against the taller
Little Giants.
“We have been hard
on our rebounding game,’’
Felhaber pointed out. “We have

been trying to get Morrison to
to the board, and t both
and Fox g

narrowed in the
Ross nrnbbed 20 offensive

Still, even with the command
of the boards, it was the Eagles’
shooting that gunned down Ross.

Clay was eight of 15, its

75-59
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Lorain edges Ross 69-66

News-Messenger Reports
LORAIN — The Ross Little Giants squandered a
six-point halftime lead on their way to a 69-66 loss
at the hands of the Lorain Senior Steelmen here
Friday night.
Ross led 33-27 at the intermission, but Lorain
came back to cut it to three, 52-49, after three

quarters before taking command in

Ross trailed by just one, 65-64, and and the ball
with 17 seconds but Lorain stole it and scored
to make it 67-64 with 12 seconds left.

After Ross came right back to cut it to one
again, 67-66, the Little Giants called timeout with
seconds remaining. But they were whistled
technical foul since they had no timeouts left.
Lorain sunk both technical free throws to clinch

s played real hard and pretty good,”
said Ross Coach John Sawyer. “We just got beat
in the second half. Lorain had 20

]

Score by quarters
Ross ” 4 19 19 HW-66
Lorain Senior 12 15 2 -89
ROSS — Pat Hetrick Dave Kovalesk! 3-

. 69, Ross 66

offensive rebounds. A couple times they got three
or four shots, and that killed us.”

Jason Williams led the Steelmen in scoring with
24 points. Lorain is now 7-9 overall and 6-3 in the
Buckeye Conference.

, meanwhile, falls to 4-8, 3-5. The Little
Giants out-goaled Lorain 28-27 but had five fewer
free throws, 15-10.

Sawyer cited the play of John Cahill and Pat
Hetrick. Cahill had team-high totals of 18 points
and 10 rebounds, and Hetrick added eight points
and nine rebounds.

John Stierwalt chipped in 16 points and Dave
Kovaleski added 10.

The Little Giants played without the services of
6-8 senior Shawn McCarthy, who was out with the
flu. And 6-2 sophomore Nick Hall may have been
lost for the season, according to Sawyer, when he
Inl‘wured his ankle in the fourth 1:arter last night.

will be in action again tonight at Tiffin
Columbian.



‘Foul bug’
bites Ross

News-Messenger Reports

TIFFIN — Ross fell victim to
the foul bug in the second half as
Tiffin Columbian handed the
Little Giants a 65-54 setback
Saturday night in a boys high
school baske game.

y
gomul fouls in the first half
ut the second half was a
for the men in the

. The Little Giants picked
21 second-half fouls as the

ornadoes wound up with 34
chartiy tosses.

“We weren't doing anything
differently in the second half
than from the first half,”” Ross
Coach John Sawyer said, “but in
the second half we were getting
called for the fouls.”

Columbian canned 21 of the
free shots, 13 more than Ross.
The Little Giants outgoaled
Columbian 23-22, but Ross took
81 shots to make that many.
Columbian was 22 of 49 from the
floor.

‘‘Each game,’’ Sawyer
lamented, “it’s the same old
thing, and that is putting the
other team on the foul line too
much.

“In the second half, we could
not da anything without fouling

_ Ross, with Pat Hetrick leading
the attack, held a slim 26-25
halftime lead but lost that when
the Tornadoes went on a 20-13
scoring advantage in the third

Hetrick would up with a
career-high 20 points. Dave
Kovaleski had 14 for the Little
Giants. Doug White had 18,
Brian Heebsh 15 and Rod Kagy
11 for Columbian, now 11-5.

Ross held a commanding 41-19
advantage in rebounding with 21
of the caroms coming off the
offensive board.

Ross, now 4-9, will host Toledo
Woodward Tuesday evening.
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2nd-half surge lifts Ross 67-50

By BOB MARKER
for The N

It wasn’t mud in your eye but
a hand in the face that had
Coach John Sawyer smiling.

Not to mention “the duck.”
But we'll go into that later.

Sawyer’s Ross High School
Little Giants pulled off a Jekyll
and Hyde act Tuesday night
while racing to a 67-50 thumping
of Toledo Woodward. The win
tmy;ped a three-game losing
skid and put the Little Giants at
5-9 this season. Woodward is 8-8.

Ross, up and down much of the
season, was definitely on an
“up” in the second half. After
playing well in spots during the
first half, the Little Giants
scored the first 14 points of the
second half to leave the Polar
Bears clawing for survival.

After the Little Giants raced to
that 40-29 lead, the closest the
Polar Bears got the remainder of
the game was nine on three
different occasions late in the
third quarter.

Pat Hetrick, coming off a 20-
point performance against Tiffin
Columbian Saturday, scored 12
points in Ross’'s 24-point third
quarter. He finished with 14
points for the game.

“We did not do a very good job

JOHN STIERWALT of Ross is surrounded by
three Toledo Woodward players during third-
Quarter action Tuesday at Ross High School.

of getting our hands in the faces
of the shooters in the first half,"”
Sawyer said. “In the second half,
we came out on Caldwell (Chris)
and did get our hands in the
faces of the shooters.

“They rely so much on the
outside shot, and they did not fall
for them in the second half.”

The “here’s a hand in the
face’’ routine paralyzed the
Polar Bears. After knocking in
14 of 35 first half shots,
Woodward found the bottom of
the basket just six times in the
last 16 minutes of play, taking 31
shots to do that.

After Ross took the lead —
Hetrick's 18-footer from the right
side made it 30-29 one minute
and 12 seconds into the second
half — Ross was able to do a
little *“‘skakin’ and bakin'” and
that is a luxury that Sawyer’s
charges have not enjoyed this
season.

“When we got the lead,” the
Ross coach described, ‘‘they
began to double-team us and we
were finding the open man.”

John Cahill, switched from the
wing to the point guard slot in
the second half along with
wingman John Stierwalt,
directed the Ross pullaway with
numerous passes that set up

Left to right are

Sam Wallace and Bob Lingohr.
able to pass the ball to a teammate.

Hetrick, Dave Kovaleski and
Shawn McCarthy for easy
buckets. Stierwalt, who had only
two points but possibly played
his best game of the season for
the Little Giants, dished off a
couple of passes that Cahill
turned in for buckets in the
decisive third quarter.

After those eight minutes,
Ross had rolled up 24 points and
a comfortable 50-37 lead.

“That is what confidence will
do for you,” Sawyer said about
his. team’'s second-half play.
“When they began sgo ying like
that, the confidence

In the final qunrter "Ross
started a little tentatively,,
according to Sawyer.

“We did not want to force it
(play) and we did not want to
turn it over,” he said. “We
wanted to take some time off the
clock.”

That shaky spell lasted briefly
as McCarthy scored on a
baseline layup and a “jam”
three minutes into the quarter.
That turned the Little Giants
loose and it was mop-up time.

Kovaleski scored a Ross
career-high 18 points. The 64
senior also grabbed a team-high
nine rebounds.

McCarthy finished with 15

" News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

d's Derrick Gal
Stierwalt was

goum making all five second-
alf shots and finished with
seven of nine for the night. Cahill
was four of eight and finished
with 11 points.

Ross was 29 of 52 from the
floor and committed 18
turnovers, zero in the third
quarter. Woodward was 20 of 67
and had 12 turnovers. Ross
outrebounded the Polar Bears 41-
35 with Kovaleski topping the
individuals. McCarthy and
Hetrick grabbed eight rebounds
apiece with Cahill geltlng seven
and Stierwalt six.

Caldwell led all scorers with 23
points, 12 in the first half and
nine in the final quarter when
the game was no longer in doubt.
Wendell Miller finished with 16,
also for Woodward.

And “the duck™?

The animal adorned the
sweater Sawyer wore Tuesday.

“And it (the sweater) is three-
and-oh,” he grinned.

Will he wear it again soon?

“How about the rest of the
season,” he said while probably
making it a silent promise to
himself.

Ross will host Sandusky
Friday before hosting the state’s
third-ranked Class AAA team,
Admiral King, next Tuesday.

Bears
shock
Eagles

News-Messenger Reports.
GIBSONBURG — The
Gibsonburg Golden Bun
dealt the E

severe blow to t elr
title

h bm“ tti th
opes upsettin e
E: pt. gm Tgudny
ni

Eastwood is now 7-3 in the
SLL, two games behlnd
Lakota wil

umuldl 'nn:wu

‘l'ho victory for
Gibsonburg was just its
second overall in 14 games
and first in 10 SLL games.

“In our own quiet, little
way, we've been
Inprovlns," saild
Gibsonburg Coach Rick
B . “You can credit the
kids for this win. They
could've buclled at any
moment, bu didn’t.”

Sarnes led the way with 18
seven rebounds,

points and seven

while Payne added 15 points,
and Bowers had eight points
and seven rebounds.

Glblonbnr( shot 54

t from the field (19 of

5) to !1 pe&cont for
)

was a makeup
of lhf: past Frldlu
orundly scheduled

which was due to
the lar amount of flu
cases at Eastwood that day.







Ross stuns Admiral King

By BOB MARKER

and 4-5 in conference games.
“Confidence,” Sawyer grinned. “The kids
with confidence and that was the

la;
L’{hnt. plus 19 points from Shawn
McCarthy and 17 points and the fired-up
lay of John Stierwalt. Actually, while those
wo u\eltmpolrtlt.h::vll.neda
- game re every Ross player wl yed,
performed well. P
Admiral Kll:' Coach Mitch Gillam went

Alon_’hwnhm
“They (Ross) played an excellent

ballgame,” he said. ‘‘But we came in not in
the right frame of mind.”

Gillam did not start conference leadin,
scorer Lebron Gladden, waiting until 2:1
remained in the first quarter before he
inserted the 6-3 senior in the lineup.

“We have policies and rules that were
broken,” Gillam lained. ‘““You can call it
(not starting Gla ) disciplinary.”

‘Obviously, we knew what their game
plan was,” Gillam said. “We sta off
slow and got ourselves in a hole.

y rge
and Cannon to trail 55-53 with six ticks still
on the clock.

On the inbounds play, Ross knocked five
seconds off the clock before Pat Hetrick was
fouled by Gladden, but it was too late to
save the Admirals. Hetrick missed the free
throw, but Gladden’'s last-second

mlrlmthntouhn!henmindm

Ross took the lead for good 65 on
Hetrick's bucket midway through the first

“When we got the lead, we knew they

would and double-team us,” Sawyer

said, “but we worked hard on that in

?nctleellondl.Wenndslx rs on

lveam!ltpnlxt the
man

i

off; we were

open tonight.

“This win gives us momentum and

,”’ Sawyer insisted, “and we can

\ yga.h, but we cannot let up this Friday
al Loe

Sawyer pointed out that Admiral
vn‘Zuh off a four-overtime win (%
over Findlay Friday) and could have been a
little flat.

“And we don’t want that to happen to us

Friday,” he added.
were the only pla to

The Ross starters
score for the Little Giants. In addil to
McCarthy’s and Stierwalt’s production,
Hetrick added seven points, McCarthy and
Dave Kovaleski six ugloee. Kovaleski got
into early foul trouble, but as Sawyer
pointed out, still played well defensively in
spite of the fouls. )

“We also got good efforts from Kevin
Brooks, Matt Reed and Mike Wolfe when
they were in,”” Sawyer said abut the
substitutes he used. “It’s too bad we could
not play everyone but it did not work out."”

Ross took just 34 shots but made 19 of
them. Admiral King was 24 of 56. The Little
Giants were 17 of 23 at the foul line and the
Admirals five of 10.

Admiral King controlled the boards 31-21.
Ross had 17 turnovers, seven in the final
quarter, to Admiral King's 13.

McCall and Gladden finished with 16
points apiece for the Admirals.
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Score by quarters
mdn' u u 3 a:g

mmmm '14.0”

Cannon N-C.ui‘nn Glutln u-u.
m»—:.uusm
§7-17 :G-Uec.mn ot o1,
1.:&0&!!1«,“»11&

Season records: Ross 6-9 (4-5), Admiral King

§

16-3 (10-1).
AK JVs 62, Ross 46
unmlxh; — 4 19 11 18-82

10 8 11 174

ADMIRAL KING ‘tu Koscho 740-14,
lunld Waiton u-u. Dou Fabian M-l. Rick

G Mﬂhm&b 1-
Scott Lavish 1-0-2, Jason Smith 1-0- 'hmll

261062,

ROSS — Mike Wolfe 5-0-10, Dave C
140-2, m :“i Kevin Cnvl:?-::.
cmg’ 10-2, Mike McGee 0-1-1, Brad

Hammer 022, Luther McKinstry 10-2, Chris
Mosser 1-3-5, totals 16-14-46.
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The Ross starters
score for the Little Giants. In addil to
McCarthy’s and Stierwalt’s production,
Hetrick added seven points, McCarthy and
Dave Kovaleski six ugloee. Kovaleski got
into early foul trouble, but as Sawyer
pointed out, still played well defensively in
spite of the fouls. )

“We also got good efforts from Kevin
Brooks, Matt Reed and Mike Wolfe when
they were in,”” Sawyer said abut the
substitutes he used. “It’s too bad we could
not play everyone but it did not work out."”

Ross took just 34 shots but made 19 of
them. Admiral King was 24 of 56. The Little
Giants were 17 of 23 at the foul line and the
Admirals five of 10.

Admiral King controlled the boards 31-21.
Ross had 17 turnovers, seven in the final
quarter, to Admiral King's 13.

McCall and Gladden finished with 16
points apiece for the Admirals.
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Elyria nips
Ross 60-58

News-Messenger Reports

- It a
mhnabadnuvmm

Ross a shot at Elyria into
Instead, Elyria " slipped
Ross 60-58 in a boys Bucgy':
Conference high school
with five seconds
rema John Stierwalt of
Ross led the ball

leading scorer) to 13 points.
m;“lt" ust came down to the foul

- Ed Uszynski picked up the
slack left by Cannon, firing in 20
points. Todd Brubaker, who
made two throws with 12

ty tosses, Stierwalt
was given an uncontested layup

with five seconds nmnlnln% in
the game. Ross immediatel

call timeout during whic
Sawyer told an official his team
;u going to foul Cannon

y.

Cannon is the Pioneers’ worst
shooter, but Sawyer had another
reason to put Cannon on the line.

“We wanted him away from
the boards because he rebounds
so well,”” Sawyer explained.

Cannon missed first shot
but made the second to set up
Stierwalt’s ill-fated shot.

Elyria led by as many as five
points in the final quarter,
cn)oylng.tll:nt margin with a little
more t one minute to play.

Ross started out hot, hitting its
first five shots and scoring on its
m londs. lnme :ln;

A made nine of 1
and led 18-10. EI ‘bounced
back to trail 29-28 at the half.

Dave Kovaleski ped Ross
with 16 ts. C added 14
and Pat Hetrick 12.

Ross, which will host Bowling
Green this evening, is now 6-10
and 4-6 in the Buckeye
Conference.

Basketball

Ross 511 0 -5
Elyria 018 13 -8
ROSS - Dan.l-um 7-2-16, Shawn
408, John Stierwalt 408, John
Cahill 7-0-14, Pat Hertick 6-0-12, totals 28-2-58.
ELYRIA — Mark Cannon 6-1-13, Ed Uszynski
76-20, Corey Williams 2-1-5, Todd Brubaker 3-7-
13, Doni Moody 1-1-3, totals 21-18-60.
(“luua, records: Elyria 10-10 (66), Ross 6-10
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Ross cagers defeat BG 74-63

By BOB MARKER
mumm
u&uammmmumerlgmexupt

mmg bout wh t(wuc:l"lpJ:enmcm
la a what was on
ﬂoor," Sawyer admitted but in the same
mhagded. “still, it was good to have a game
Sawyer did not discount the efforts of Bowling
Green, now 4-15, but he pointed out that his team
made mistakes offensively and defensively. He
uplnlnedﬂutatbothendsoltheﬂoor.hutum
the wrong plays or set up in the wrong
ddm
“The th
he was able :
What was believable was the zs-polnt effort of
Dave Kovaleski and three other Ross players
climbing into double-figure sco!
Kovaleski, the 6-4 co-ca lnotthethtleGhuu
hit his on 12 of 20, lncludlngllxo(

we were doing were unbelievable,”

t in the eight minutes. To go with the

t , Kovaleski grabbed 12 rebounds.
Bac up Kovaleski were the 18 points and a
career-high 17 rebounds by Shawn McCarthy, 15

m by John Stierwait and 10 points from Pat

After the game was tied at 24-24 at the half, Ross
outscored the Bobcats 24-16 in the third quarter.

“In the first half,”” Sawyer explained, “Bowlin
Green was beating us down floor. We did not chec
them well enough to slow them down; they made
the outlet passes at will.”

Bowling Green Coach Keith Diebler. who
coached Gibsonburg last season, with
Sawyer about his team’s ability to beat ss at the

transition game in the first half.

“In the first half,” Diebler explained, ‘“we had
Kovaleski and McCarthy in transition and they

But challod l(ovahskis effort a “‘super

“He cut across the lane a le of times to
score in the second half and we not ust to
that,” the BG coach said. “‘I was surprised that he
was able to do that.”

:tdou hit four of its first five shots to take an 8-0

By the end of the first Ross had cooled

held a slim 14-10 lead quarter

second period, Bowllng Green, with Mark
and Chris Witham leading a balanced
a 16-14 lead. Ross regained the lead at
18 and 22-20 but the Bobcats went ahead 24-22 on
by Gedeon and Rich Tracy. Matt Reed got
halftime tie with a pair of free throws.
third g;lmr. Ross took control of
smeu cCarthy pumped in eight points,
ovaleski and Stlerwalt ﬂve apiece.

During the final quarter, the Ross lead climbed
6 three times, last at 68-52 with less than
thm minutes remaining in the ?ma Less than
::0 mlltmtu later, however, Ross led by only a 68-

coun

Ross woke up again at that point as Stierwalt hit
four straight free throws and Kovaleski top off
the Ross sco with a 15-footer from the le side

“I did not were were ready to plag when
we came to the bench after warmups,” Sawyer
said. “It was a whole dif erent attitude than
Tuesday night when we beat

u{mt the state's fourth-ranked Class AAA
telm th

Tracy f wlth 18 points for Bowling Green
while (!edeon added 16 and Witham 15.

Ross was 31 of 70 from the floor and 12 of 17 at
the line. The Bobcats were 26 of 69 and 11 of 15.

Unofficially, Bowling Green outrebounded Ross
43-42.

Tonlght Ross will host Sandusky in a game

ned from Feb. 7. The junior varsity game

wul gin at 6:15.
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‘New ingredient’ fells Ross

By BOB MARKER

Reporting for The News-Messenger
Sandusky lived or died by the

long shot for most of early part

of this season but it was an

added ingredient that gunned

down Fremont Ross Monday

night.

g‘\e Blue Streaks dominated
the Little Giants in the middle
two quarters while rolling to a
76-59 high school basketball win
in the Ross gym.

“We shot tonight like we did
the first part of the season,”
Sandusky Coach John
Schlessman said, ‘‘but
rebounding was the key tonight.”

That element was a missing
ingrediant in the early season
edition of the Schlessman's
team.

The sharpshooters were Chris
Williams and Derrick Keys for
the Streaks, hitting 22 and 18

ints, respectively, but it was

ince Phil I%s and Fritz Taylor
that drew Schlessman'’s praise.

“They are our rebounders and
they are both juniors,’’ the
Sandusky coach pointed out.
“We have been rebounding and

laying defense quite well this
ast part of the season.”

“They had the hot hand and if
they missed,” Ross Coach John
Sawyer pointed out, “they had
the ability to get inside and get
the rebound.

““They did a good job of
reot;oaun ln'g and we did not do a

Sandusky had 38 rebounds,
seven more than Ross and
controlled the boards 24-19 in the
middle two qauarters.

In those quarters, Sandusky
outscored the Little Giants 16-7
and 20-8. The Streaks were eight
of 15 and eight of 18 in shooting
in those periods while Ross made
just six of 25 shots in that 16-
minute span.

Sandusky held an 18-16 lead
after one quarter before rocking

the Little Giants into submission
in the second quarter.

Not even a sensational
defensive play by Shawn
McCarthy could shake Ross out
of its lethargic state. The 6-8
McCarthy blocked a Williams
shot, kept after the ball, grabbed
it at midcourt and finished it off
with slam-dunk.

That made it 30-23 and had the
crowd into the game. The crowd,
however, was quickly yanked
back out of the contest as first
Phillips, and then Williams hit
from in close and the Streaks
took a 34-23 lead into the locker

room.

Sandusky kept up its battering
in the third quarter, outscoring
the Little Giants 10-2 in the first
two and one-half minutes for a
44-26 lead and Ross was to get no
closer than 13 the remainder of
the game.

McCarthy, who finished with
three blocks and two slam-
dunks, had 10 points, the same
as Dave Kovaleski, to lead Ross.
John Stierwalt added nine and
Kevin Brooks had eight, all in
the final quarter when Ross
scrambled to 28 foints. just three
less than it had in the first three
quarters.

Sandusky, after hitting 16 of 28
first half shots, finished the
game with 30 of 62 while Ross
was 19 of 49. The Little Giants
committed 16 turnovers, six
more than Sandusky.

“Sandusky played a nice ball
game,” Sawyer said. “They shot
well, did not have many
turnovers, rebounded and hit the
free throws."

That added up to Ross’'s 11th
loss against seven wins and
drop the Little Giants to 4-7
in the Buckeye Conference. It
also eliminated Ross’s chance of
finishing .500 during the regular
season. Sandusky is 8-11 and has
finished the conference season
with a 4-8 mark.

Perfect 10 jackpot up to $250

The News-Messenger Perfect 10 Basketball Contest has hit its final
week. And the jackpot is the highest it’s been all season — $250.
Last week 274 people entered the contest, but nobody was able to

get all 10 games right.

Two Saturday games lEl‘ovk‘leﬂ the toughest challenges for the

forecasters. They were

e Sandusky-Port Clinton contest and the

Mohawk-Clyde game. Most people picked Port Clinton and Mohawk,

but Sandusky and Clyde prevailed.

Remember, this is the final week for the contest. If nobody wins,

then no money will be paid out.

So, enter now. The entry form is on Page B-4.

News-Messenger/Bill Kennedy

DAVE KOVALESKI (35) of Ross goes up for a shot against Vince
Phillips of Sandusky during first half action Monday.



High school boys

e 1 Frits Yayior 338, Tim Collime &
b Gerrh ey b2 s uervars 135

ROSS -‘_mc P:ouluu “t:-t‘a‘-mn
a«.m’ Stierwalt 3-3-9 mmmca
umm:zunmhmmmo

2-% totals 19-21
records: Ross 7-11 (4-7), Sandusky 8-

o 74898

SANDUSKY — Todd 40-8,
Castille 1-0-2, Jmmm 0-1-1 Muﬂ
Fenderson 4-2-10, Chuck Hathorn

Bonner 5-3-13, Sean Nickelson 1-3-5,
:mna 1-5-7, Mikke Y 1 Graham
1-1-3, Ron Chariton 2-1-5, totals 22-16-60.
ROSS — Jones 2-1-5, Chris Mosser 1-

1-3, Mike Wolfe ""‘ﬁ..,""" Crawford 10-2,
Tracy Hufford 0-1-1 McGee 1-1-3, Kevin
McDonald 2-0-4, totals 11-8-30.



Findlay-Ross game will not be played

News-Messenger Reports
The Findlay at Ross basketball game scheduled
for this evening has been because of the

snowy weather and will not be rescheduled,
to Ross athletic director Dick Sherman.

Ross will entertain Fostoria Saturday in the final
regular season game of the year. Sherman said he
attempted to get Fostoria to cancel its contract so
that the Buckeye Conference game could be
played, but Fostoria officials declined.

Sherman also t to reschedule the Findlay
game for Sunday afternoon, but Findlay officials
turned thumbs down on that. The game could not
be rescheduled for next week because of sectional
tournaments.

As of press time, here are the reports on other

games involving area schools:

OThe Clyde at St. Joe, Lakota at Elmwood, Old
Fort at Mohawk, Port Clinton at Huron, Perkins at
Margaretta games are still on;

A decision on the Woodmore at Oak Harbor
game was to be made at noon;

[JGenoa at Gibsonburg is still on providing the
weather does not get any worse;

[JAnd the Bellevue ntulllgrer Sandusky game has
been rescheduled for Saturday at 2 p.m.

Also at Ross, tickets are on sale at Tremper’s
for the Little Giants’ Class AAA sectional
tournament game against Lexington to be held
Tuesday at 8:15 p.m., at Willard High School.

Adult tickets are $2.50 and students $1.50. All
tickets at the door will cost $2.50.



Fostoria shocks Ross
59-55 in season finale

It wasa that few words from a coach could describe.
“rd not to say much about this game,” Ross Coach
Sawyer said as he swallowed some words.
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a 5-14 record, two of the wins com
with the other wins over Seneca East

Park repeatedly stole the baseline from the
Ross for 21 points, 17 in the first three

, Eric Drake canned three baskets, with
third buckets t. and then giving the Redmen
since early in the first quarter.
7-39 golng into the final quarter, but two minutes
stanza it was 51-47. Then 51-49 before Stan Newell's
gave Ross a 53-49 lead with 4:32 to play.
Griffin brought Fostoria back within two before
's two buckets, the second coming with 2:45 to play, for a
5553 Redmen lead.

ity
s£5E ° gg
g

wril on the wall.

D finished with 15 poiints to back up Park’s production.
Griffin added eight.

Dave Kov led Ross with 12 points and Newell had 10.
Shawn McCarthy finished with nine while Pat Hetrick and John
Cahill had eight apiece.

Ross was 24 of 64 from the floor and Fostoria 22 of 47. The
Redmen made 15 of 22 free throws and Ross seven of 12.

ROSS NOTES: The $250 “bomb shot” was won by Paul Stout,
a graduate of Ross nga School. Instead of a “bomb shot”
&m'wtl{;om midcourt, Stout made more of a “pop shot” from

e.

The shot generated $250 for himself and $250 for the Ross
Booster Club. The total purse of $500 was put up by Al
Baumann Chevrolet-Buick of Fremont.

Ross will play Lexington in the Class AAA Sectional
Tournament at approximately 8:15 p.m., Tuesday, at Willard
High School.

“They have a pair of 6-4 kids inside who Yhy very well.”
Sawyer said of Lexington. “They play very intelligently.”

Directions to Willard as provided by the Ross Athletic
Director Dick Sherman are: Route 20 east to Route 99 at
Monroeville; south to Willard. Stay on 99 to the south side of
Willard. Turn right on Howard Street to Dale Street, turn right
to Whistler Drive, and the school is located on Whistler Drive.

John Stierwalt missed the game with Fostoria and is
reportedly out for the season because of a sprained ankle.




Fostoria 59, Ross 55

Score m
Fostoria o 16 17 20— 59
Ross 23 9 15 855

- FOSTORIA - Jamie kauon 2-246, Eric
an 6-3-15, Javier Gomez 204, Glenn Park 8-
, Mike Watson 1-1 -3, Brad Griffin 3-2-0 Bob
eaz 1-0-2, totals 22-15-59.
R — Dave Kovaleski 5-2-13 Shawn
McCarthy 4-1-9, Pat Hetrick 4-0-8, John Cahill
. Stan Newell 4-2-10, Matt Reed 3-0-6, Mike
fe 0-2-2, totals 24-7-55.
Snnn records: Fostoria 5-15, Ross 7-12.

lootofh JVs 53, Ross 49
Score by quarters
toria 11 7 16 19-53
12 10 10 17— @
‘rosmau — Chris !hamu 8117,
4-6-14, John MacKnight 140-2, Sean Mills
odd Norman 3-1-7, y Piper 10-2, Pat
2404, Pat Ramsey 1-2-4, totals 20-13-53.
‘ROSJ Chris Mosser 0-2-2, Mike Wolfe 4-5-
Kevin Crawford 6-2-14, Tr Hufford 10-2,

t Nossaman 1-2-4, Mike M 1-1-3, Brad
mer 1-24, Kevin McDonald 2-1-5, totals 17-



All-BC boys team named

News-Messenger Reports

Conference champion Admiral
King swept the top honors on the
All-Buckeye Conference boys
basketball team

LeBron Gladden, a 6-3 senior
for the Admirals, was named
layer of the year, and Mitch

illam, in his 15th season at the
helm, was chosen as coach of the
year,

Other players on the all-senior

Findlay.

Senior Dave Kovaleski of Ross
made second team and his
teammate, junior John Cahill,
made third team.

Others on the second team
were Jim Steffen of Findlay
Derrick Thomas of Admiral
King, Mark Cannon of Elyria
and Al Scott of Lorain Senior.

Joining Cahill on the third
team were Mark Ritzler of

first team were Chris Willlams !"tndl?. SU% Calbert of Marion
of Sandusky, Jason Williams of Hard nk ave Cannon of
Lorain Senior, Ed Uszynski of Admiral King and Derrick Keys
Elyria and Kevin Curth of of Sandusky.

% King, 63, sr, 164

1 i F g i Willlams, m' uuu".’&f.

62, sr, 11.9;



ROSS HIGH SCHOOL'S winter sports teams'
most valuable performers, left to right, front row:
Julie Schaaf, Shelly Leggett and Brenda Kline;

sports

were h

back row: John Lozano, Dave Kovaleski, Brian
Mowry and Tom McDonald. All of Ross's winter

aT

y night.

‘Ross honors winter sports stars

News-Messenger Reports

Seven Fremont Ross High
School varsity athletes received
“‘most valuable” honors for their
respective sports during the
Ross Winter Sports Awards
Program ay night.

Two of the |fortl. boys
A and girls basketball,

t valuable sel

Brenda Kline and Shelly
Leggett, both seniors, shared the
honor in girls basketball while
Tom McDonald and Brian
Mowry, also seniors, got the
honor for the boys swim team.

In addition to the most
valuable awards, girls basketball
coach Sue Wolf presented the
most valuable reserve player
award to sophomore Shelly
‘Hetrick.

Other girls court honors went
to Taunya Downing as the most
improved varsity player and
Shannon Carter as i most
Im.%eroved junior Vll‘llt{ player.
Kline and Amy Schepflin shared
the best free throw shooter honor
while Kline and Julie Young took
home the top rebounders trophy.
Aimee LeJeune won the top
defensive player honor and Kline
and Leggett received captains
awards.

Dave Kovaleski won the boys
basketball most valuable award.
He was also presented a
captain’s trophy along with co-

captain Matt Reed by Coach
J Sawyer.
Mike Wolfe won the most

valuable JV trophy while Pat
Hetrick, varsity, and Kevin
Jacobs, JV, won the most
improved honors. Stan Newell
was named as the best defensive
layer while John Stierwalt won
e best free throw shooter

honor. John Cahill won the top
rebounding honor

John Lozano won the Mal
Mackey Award, emblematic of

being the most valuable
wmu'er. Coach Al Vi

Caster. The most improved
swimmer honor went to Dawn
Brooks while Jamie Brudzinski
won the coach’s award.

.Iul|le Rlnngolph and Dawn

presented the mut“rmpnvod
award to Jon Ramirez and the
most takedowns trophy to Matt
Marinis.

Other wrestling awards went
to Jamie Ramirez for having the
most pins while Richard Ysasi
won coach’s award. Lozano
received the captain’s award.

Voggenthaler announced that
Shawn Ramirez, by a vote of his
teammates, would be the captain
for the 1986-87 season.

Julie Schaaf won the most
valuable swimmer award for the
girls swim team by Coach Beth

?c p 's awards.
oach Art Bucci presented the
most valuable swimmer awards
to McDonald and Mowry, and
that same duo took home
captain’s trophies. Bucci also
presented the most improved
award to Brad Shank.

McDonald, Mowry, Andy Scott
and Bill Taylor won coach’s
awards.

Four cheerleaders — Erin
Brudzinski, Shannon Moran,
Melanie Tod and Jill Wright —
won first year letters while Jodi
Beatty, Christy Michael, Ann
Schroeder and Wendy Woolf won

second year cheerleading letters.
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