2002-2003 Division | Sectional Tournament

By TIMOTHY R. WOLFRUM
Sports editor
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Little Giants favored
in tourney showdown
with Mansfield Senior

By TIMOTHY R.WOLFRUM
Sports editor

The Fremont Ross boys
enter Friday’s almost annu-
al tournament showdown
with Mansfield Senior in a
unique position.

Rare is the team that pre-
pares to meet Mansfield as
a favorite and with more
depth and athletic ability
than the Tygers.

“I think we match up pret-
ty well this year,” Ross head
coach Mark Gedeon said
cautiously.

“One of the things with
Mansfield is you've got to
have people who can handle
the basketball. We feel
that’s one of our strengths.
We have a bunch of people
who can put the ball on the
floor and create opportuni-
ties for themselves and
teammates.”

Tep-seeded and 11th-
ranked Ross (17-3) does bat-
tle with Mansfield Senior
(174) at 6:30 p.m. Friday in

AT T e ) 1M
an antici-

pated Divi-
sion I sec-
tional final
at Willard
High

.« A School.
Friday The two

Mansfield Sr. teams
vs. Ross have met
6:30 p.m. five times
atWillard  in the past
six post-

seasons with four of those
meetings going into over-
time. The Tygers lead the se-
ries 3-2 and won last year’s
battle 77-73 in regulation.
“It’s a great rivalry. It's
going to be a great atmo-
sphere. It's something that I
think everybody’s excited to
see what's going to hap-
pen,” Gedeon said.
Mansfield Senior head
coach Gregg Collins, whose
team is unseeded for the
first time in his seven-year
tenure, said his squad is

See ROSS, A2
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square off Friday
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o v Ton-seeded Giants bounced, 85-61

WILLARD The under-
dog role suits Mansfield Se-
nior just fine, thank you.

The Tygers, unseeded for
the first time in seven sea-
sons, walloped top-seeded
Fremont Ross, 8561, Friday
for the Division I sectional
title at Willard High School.

Mansfield Senior blasted
the 1ith-ranked Little Gi-
ants with an 18-3 run to end
the third quarter and
cruised to Thursday’s dis-

trict semifi-
nal against
Ashland

they

victory to
be as easy as it was, the tra-
ditionallﬁap,smrful Tygers
had a time seeing
themselves as Cinderellas.
“We were maybe the un-
derdog, if you look at it,”
Mansfield head coach

Gregg Collins said. “They
were the No. 1 seed. They
have a great record, but we
have a great record also. ...
We didn't talk about that be-

the cause we kinda felt we were

as good as Fremont Ross.”
Senior point guard Anto-
nio Graves led the Tygers
(184) with 25 points and
seven assists. Big men Yi-
ma Chia-Kur and Jon Avery
combined for 40 points and
36 rebounds. Chia-Kur

scored 22 points and
down 16 whﬂzlzi
ery, a sophomore, came up
with career highs of 18
points and 20 boards.
Mansfield (184) recorded
the first blowout in the sto-
ried six-game tournament
rivalry with Ross. The
Tygers had won three of the
previous five games, four of
which went into overtime.
“I give Mansfield all the
credit. ... They brought

/gers stomp out Ross

their A game, and we didn’t
make the grade at all,”
Ross head coach Mark
Gedeon said.

Chad Clark led Ross (17-
4) with 18 points. Luke Lyle
chipped in with 16.

Gedeon said the Little Gi-
ants lost sight of what got
them the top seed, an atti-
tude of entitlement that sur-
faced long before last
week’s regular season-end-
ing loss to Sandusky.

See ROSS, B3




Ross falls to rival Mansfield,
finishes year with 17-4 mark

Continued From B1

“To be successful, you've got
to play as a team. Unfortunate-
g,edwe played as individuals,”

eon said. “We were able to
dodge so many bullets through-
out the course of the year. I
think the kids got that mindset
that just showing up was good
enough. ... It'sa t lesson for
life as well, Hopefully these kids
will learn from it.

“When we clinched the league
title at Whitmer, I reallry thought
our kids lost the focus of the goals
we wanted to accomplish as a
team. ... You play as you practice.
Unfortunately, that showed
tonight.”

Ross was discombobulated from
the tip of Friday’s game. The Little
Giants scored their first field goal
ooy e i

in k
ss led briefly at 11-8, but
Mansfield scored the next 11
points to grab the lead for good.
| Graves poured in the last seven
points of the run.

The Little Giants, who avu‘ag?
more than 76 points per game dur-
ing the regular season, spent most
oﬂ«‘r’day;igarm out of synch. Ross
finished 3-0f-25 (12 percent) from 3-
point range and 23-0f-67 (34.3 per-
cent) overall from the floor.

“We have seen Ross play a
couple of times. I don’t think
there’s any question we
caught them on a right night,”
Collins said. “We didn't do
anything differently than a lot
of teams we’ve seen them play
try to do. The difference is
they suot (poorly) from the 3-
point line. ... It just wasn't
their night.”

M 1d led only 29-24 at half-
time, mainly because of its own

*miscues. The Tygers committed 19
. first-half turnovers to Ross’s sev-

en.
“We really felt the majoritK of
those turnovers in the first half

" were unforced. ... If we don’t throw
' those possessions away, with the
' way we're scoring, this isn’t even
I agame at halftime,” Collins said.
A 3-pointer to open the second

“When we clinched
the league at Whit-
mer, | really thought
our kids lost the fo-
cus of the goals we
wanted to accom-
plish as a team.”

Mark Gedeon,
Ross head coach

half by Luke McElfresh got Ross
within 29-27. But Mansfield re-
sponded by scoring the next eight
points — Graves had five of them
— to take over for good.

The Little Giants were still in
the game at 44-38 after a Clark
deuce with 4:15 to play in the third

quarter.

That’s when Chia-Kur and Av-
ery stepped up for the Tygers.
They combined for 16 straight
Mansfield points as the lead bal-
looned to 62-41 after three quar-
ters.

Mansfield enjoyed a 54-24 re-
bounding advantage, largely on
the backs of Chia-Kur and Avery.
Avery scored all 18 of his points in
the second half.

“It just seemed like Jonathan
and Yima were always around
the basketball, both on the of-
fensive and defense ends. That’s
obviously a key,” Collins said.

Said Gedeon, “I thought
Jonathan Avery was the player
that busted open the game.”

Ross and its eight seniors end-
ed a remarkable season. The Lit-
tle Giants became the first team
in school history to claim a third
straight league title, won a
school-record 12 straight games
and recorded the highest state
ranking in recent memory.

“Hopefully the people remem-
ber those type of things,” Gedeon
said. “At tournament time, you
know anything can happen.
Those are neat things.”



High School Boys

Mansfield Sr. 85, Ross 61
Division | Sectiona!

ROSS — Luke Lyle 6-3-16, Luke
McElfresh 2-3-8, Terrence Jones 2-2-6,
Chad Clark 8-2-18, Dan Thompson 2-2-
7, Josh Smith 1-0-2, Kyle Hintze 1-0-2,
Carl Sabinas 0-0-0, Antoine Davis 0-0-0,
Kyle Tucker 1-0-2. Totals 23-12-61.

MANSFIELD — Dexter Jones 1-2-
4, Ron Williams 2-3-7, Antonio Graves
10-4-25, Yima Chia-Kur 10-2-22, Jon
Avery 8-2-18, Marquis Carter 1-0-2,
Brandon Smith 2-1-5, Alfred Corbin 0-
0-0, Andrew Williams 1-0-2, Kyle Stal-
lard 0-0-0, Christian Lee 0-0-0. Totals
35-14-85.

Ross 111317 20. — 61
Mansfield 121733 23 — 85

3-point goals: Ross 3-25 (Lyle 1-7,
McElfresh 1-5, Jones 0-6, Thompson 1-
2, Hintze 0-2, Sabinas 0-2, Davis 0-1,
Tucker 0-1), Mansfield 1-6 (Jones 0-1,
Graves 1-5).

Rebounds: Ross 24 (Thompson 6),
Mansfield 54 (Avery 20). Turnovers:
Ross 11, Mansfield 26.

Records: Ross 17-4, Mansfield 18-4.




